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Sr . Presidente: 

7 de febrero de 1980 

Per ., ftame con lo ' presen te intruductr1 e ala i nt ervenc1 6n chicana al asunto del cri ~ is de Iran. Como Mcxicanos y Latinos, nosotros los Chicanos hemos sido vi c• imas de l mlsmo colonlallsmo yanqui que ha impuesto sus tentaculos de control sob ~e Ia bella tierra paname~a. Como hljos de l d revoluci6n mex icana estamos con ~ ientes del punto de vl s t~ del pueblo de lriln. Ese punto de vista, lncluyen do ' il de los estudinntes dentro de Ia embajada norteamericana, debe ser respe t ada . 
Mh dlscuslonc:> con l os estudi<Jntes y con los di pl oma ticos de Iran aqu1 en la cap i t al del imperio. i ndican Ia fue rt c pos ibil idad de un fin a Ia pena de muerte e n : se pals. Si c l Cha uo sabia de la vlol encia y Ia tortu ra tmpuesta sobre su )Ueblo por su regimen, lo debe lr a conocer. Su cast lgo deberia ser un exillo pe r•rdnente como intocable - - en su propio pafs. 

Le Jcdimos consideraci6n serla y respetuosa del pedido de extradicci ~n d·:! l gob lc rno de I ran. La 1 ibertad y la justlcia son tradiciones latinoamer l cana s cuyl lnfluencla en nuestra vida tlene que ser mas fucrte que los dolores (dolar es) de Davi d Rockefell e r. La victoria sera nuest ra si nos matencmos unidos en-1 a luc h<J. 
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February 12, 1979 

The President of the United States 
The w'hite House 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. President: 

CAROL L. SCHWARTZ 
VICE P~ESICENT 

R. CALVIN LOCKR!Ot:.E 

SARBARA L!TT S IMMONS 

MINNI£ S. WOODSON 

As one of the few minority political persons who is not disappointed 
with your performance with regard to solving the problems in our co~unit:es, 
I ~ould like . to take this opportunity to congratulate you for actually exceed ing 
my expectations in that area. I would al30 like to take this opportunity to 
commend you for taking a daring step forward and beginning the 1980 Presidential 
Campaign in other than the traditional location. Mexico City sure beats the 
peanuts out of New Hampshire in many ways. Perhaps you and Senator Kennedy, 
who is awaited in Hexico with great anticipation by rn~ny people, could t oge the r 
persuade all of the other 1980 presidential candidates to kick off their ca=?aigns 
in ~1exico City as well. If all the Democrats, Republicans, Raza Unida, 
Ccnservatives, Liberals, and all the others send their candidates to Mexico ns 
3 prelude to the 1980 races, Hexico's economy might start booming just f rom the 
discussions that will ensue about all those dollars and all those petropesos. 

I would like to take this opportunity, Mr. President, as you prepare to visit 
my other country, to discuss with you some matters of common concern, such as 
education, immigration, human rights, dollars and petropescs, and the D. C. 
Public Schools. It is almost a ?ity that you have refused for over a yea :: 
to meet with the leadership of the Chicano Movement. We might have been able 
to prepare you for your visit to the land of love, peace, and a freedom-loving 
people whose roots on this continent go back many thousands of years. You might 
h3ve learned that the "Hispanic" g_art of our roots is only a part of t he mixture 
of Asian, African, European, 3nd American N..1tivc t i1at ntakes up the Ncxic2n. I t 
can he s tl id til3 t, even though the Indian .:1nd t h2 Spanish ;-:.:H ts of us are g : eacer, <:1 1 
people in this world are our people. You might also have learned that the only 
diffe rence between a Chicano and a Mexican is a border impo s ed on us in 1848 
at the point o f a gun. You might have noticed that, in spite of how we have 
~o llective l y been cultu ~al ly abused by t l1c education~! system of the U. S., 
large numbers of us are still aware t ha t, in spite of being occupied by the 
government you head for the last 143 years, we realize t hat our roots, 
Nortl1amcricanized as t h~y have become extcrn3lly , internally are firmly planted 
in the land of Hidalgo, J uarez, Madero, and Zapat3 . 

O WIGHT ~· C ROP~ 

EX£CUTIV£ SECRETARY 

PRESIDENTIAL BUILDING 
415-1 :TH STR!:ET, N.W . 

W~SHINGTON, 0 . C. %0004 
(ZC2) 7:4· o4219 

OAVIO A. SPLITT 
GENERAL. COU NSEL. 
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february 12, 1979 

If, inste.:1d of deciding to discredit us in a White House meeting al;;:ost 
a year ago, r~ther t hen meet with us as has President Lopez Portillo, you had 
chosen to learn about our problems as Chi<.:anos being ba rrie:-s to opportun i ty 
i., our ow-n ~ountry, you 1.10uld be better prepared for your trip. Instead of 
neeting • .. ;:ith us, you have ordered efforts to discr.:cit: and destabilize us. 
These r olitically motivated efforts have resulted in t he denial o f econoi:!.i c 
developnent funds to the people of Zavala County. Te:~as, the planting of one of Mr. Brzezinski's agents as t he Director of the Council cf Hispanic Ag~ncy 
Directors in our local D. C. Latino community, the continued harassment of 
Reies Tijerina and Jose Angel Gutierrez, the gove!'nment-s~onsored attacks on 
the Raza Unida Party, a government-assisted campaign against bilingual/bicultural 
education--legislated in Title VII of the ESEA and guarante~d in the Treaty 
of Guadalupe Hidalgo, a document violated by the U. S. since its signing. 

It is ironic, Mr. President, that in less than two years you find yourself 
rushing down to buy gas and oil from the very same people that you hav~ ~anted 
to keep out of this country since your entry into office. Your pencill2d in 
'~1erits consideration'-' to a Charles Kirbo memorandum suggesting that a good 
jobs program for Chicanos would be to stand .:1long the border to keep Hex:.cans 
out of the United States indicates an attitude inconsistent 1.1ith your pronounce­
ments on human rights. Your Immigration Plan, the INS-~XK joint operations along 
the border, the increase in police brutality against our people, the attac ks 
against us by the Federal government in i10using, education, health care, and 
economic development all serve to indicat~ an anti-Mexican, anti-Chic.:lno policy 
that is consistent with the anti-Bl Llck, o.nt i- IndL:m, _anti-Latina, anti-female, 
anti-aged, anti-poor, and anti-youth activities of your ~nd p!'ior Adminis trations. 

A N D Y E T Y 0 U W A N T T H A T 0 I L ' 

You want to s pread a few dollars cround ~exico tod.:1y so that you 1.1on't 
be inundated with petropesos tomorrow. Is i~ perhaps your fear that many 
of those petropesos will pass through Chicano hands that motivates your actions with regard to us? Is it your fear that equality for us--meaning, as it w'ill, a 
drastic improvement in the lifestyle of the migro.nt farmworkc~, as a beginnin:-;-­
will also mutually i~prove across the beard the condition of Blacks, Indians, 
Asians, and Latinos in this society? Our communities have been starved too long 
of the dollars needed for education, housing, and social services. Do you fear we 
~ight be able to get some petropesos to help us out, too? ... 

One ~ord of caution. Before y~ u and Chas ~ Ma~ho.ttan begin spend i ng al l 
those petropesos , ic might be a good ideas to provide :-lexica with sone "no­
strings attached" r:echnical ass i stance and clollars so t hat Pemex can verify 
the existence of all that oil. You 1.1oulJn't want to buy up all Ne've go t only 
:o discover that there 1.1asn't quite as much as the CIA and the Washington 
Post said there was, •. .,auld you? Both of them, by the way, h.:lVe been wrong on 
quite a number of things lately. 



r ne P~esi~en t of the Uni~P.d States 
~ ~!3 ·~ J 

Fehruarv 12 1979 

Since the long-tcr::o i~YeHt.':>ent h.::1s to !:>e in r:eople, not in go.s, cil , .. mtl 
\-Jeapcns, you might, ~hile in Mexi co, con.-:'l:it some dollars to help provic!e 
ir.lproved educ.:lticnal opportur.ities in our barrios and ghettoes from here to t he 
C~atem3lan border. You might even coP.sider going beyond. It ~auld be an improve­
ment if the U. S. sper.t as much on education .:1s it does on the military .:ld'Jent•J::-ism 
.::ll1J police-state tactics that imposes its \"ill on Latinos from t he streets of 
~:e•..1 York to the fields of the Rio Grande Valley to the h .'llls of ga'!ernnent fr ·:):il 

Guatemala to Chile. 

As a real gesture of friendship to~rard the Mexican people, you could announce 
the end of all U. S. intelligence operations in Mexico, with the proviso t hat 
the sane amount of money ;.;auld go to "no-strings" community-based economic develo­
ment. After all, your spies do spend a lot of dollars all over Mexico. 

Some of us appreciate your f3mily's and your efforts in learning Spanish. 
Many of us would appreciate it more if all government workers providing se~vice 
in c~r communities would do so. After all, if Mr. Castillo's I~S agents can 
h.:lr.:tss us in our own langu.:1ge, there is no re.:1son ~,.;l1y those portions of governmu: t 
designed to help us can't learn to communicate with us as well. 

I kno;.; you will enjoy Mexico's hospit.:1lity and weather. wnile you are gor:e, 
you certo.inly must admire your fellow farmers braving the cold here to 
remind us that they can't pay their farmworkers a decent wage, let alone them­
selves, because o f the goverr.ment-supported greed of the big agri-business 
conglome=ates who have invaaed the family farn in this country with the s ame 
viciousness they have used t hroughou t Hexico· and the rest of L.:1tin Americ.'l . 

- not, as I mentioned earlier, if you would meet with and talk with us i~stead 
of acting against us, you would be aware of these things and more. We would 
certainly be able to meet with you after your Mexican trip as well. I hope the 
preced ing ideas will be helpful as you visit the homeland of Mexicans and Chicanos. 
I feel confident that if you ge t to really knew the Nexican people, you will, 
upon your return , repudate all your commitments t o David Rockefeller and his 
'!'rilateralists and will begin attaching some meaning to all of those p,opuli~t 

premises made in the last campaign. You would do this bec.:1use yotJ ~auld l earn 
that, in spite of Mexico's "distance from God and proximity to the U. S.", 
in spite of the U. S. corporate control of ~texico's economy, in spite of t he 
trultitude of U. S. intelligence operatives tacoing their •Jay around Mexico, 
~1 spite of the poverty, racism, d~ease, and ignorance pro~oted in cur Chic~r.o 
L:.tino communities, in spite of all these things .:1nd more, the spirit of Zapa ta i s 
.:1li v<~ in ::1ll ~! exic:.ms . \.Je a ll know t !:.:J t someJc1y ti1c lnr.d truly must be ~0ng :: 1 \.:: ·, ' 'i '~ 
who -.·ork i c. 

As if t~ese matters were not enoug~--Mr. President--! mus t also share some 
!!Utters with you in your cap.:1ci t y .JS a concerned parent of a child in our public 
schoo ls. First, you are invited to pa:-ticip.:lte in the events connected with 
\-iilmington 10 Awareness Day in the D. C. Public Schools on ~f.:lrch 21st of this yea-: . 
111.:1t would be a ;erfect op portunity for you to announce 3 ?a::ty H~arst-like order 
of executive clemency for Reverend Ben Chav is ~nJ the rest of the ten. Secondly, 



The President of ~he United States 
P.1ge !~ 

February 12, 1979 

if your inclination is to, instead of dialogue, retaliate against ~e for my human rights activities and for this letter, please be aware of two concerns: 

1. Tile contents of this letter are my own , do not in their en tiret y 
reflect an official position of this Board of Education, and are 
protected by the First ~~cncment to the U. S. Constitution. 

2. Please do not direct any attacks, such as interference with grants, etc. against the D. C. Public School System. Hurting the children of t his city for my expression of opinion, as a public official, on public 
issues would be just a bit much. 

You as a matter of fact, could work with us to increase our Congressional appropriation back up to at least the minimum amount requested by the Boa=d 
of EJucation and subsequently reduced by our own City Council. We waul<.! •.velcome your suppo~t. The children all over this city all need your help when it comes to providing for their education. 

Please enjoy Mexico. Her hospitality is unsurpassed. 

FSC:ncg 

S~erely, 

F~nk .SF.affet4~Corona 
~1ember, At-L ·ge 
D. C. Board Education 
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The Vice President of the 
United States 

United States Senate 
Washington, D. C. 20025 

Dear Mr. Vice President: 

January 17 , 1978 

As Washirgton's o~ly elected Latino "stateHide" officic.l, I v1ant to ta ke 
this opportunity, as you prepare to visit nexico , to share some concerns vlith 
you about the major issue facing the Latino communities of this city and this 
;~a t i on - - i mm i g r a t i on . 

Firs t , let me point out that immigration is the major issue f~ci ng us. 
It is not housing, for v1e have ah1ays been dislocated into this co untry's 
worst housing. It is not education, for we have always been held to t he lower 
rungs of that ladder. It is not health care, for ours has been t his Nation's 
\verst. (The life expectancy of a migrant fa 1 ;'! horker is tocay on ly 49 years ) . 
It is not economic development, for this country's grm·1th has al vtays been at 
our expense. No, Mr. Vice President, th2 most important issue faci ng us is 

· none of these. It cannot even be the right to equal opportunity because, 
first and foremost, the -issue facing us is our basic right to be here in our 
own countt'Y. 

To relegate Latinos to the status of "aliens" 1vhile ... ,elcoming 't1h1te 
Rhodesians and South Africans fleeing majority rule as "i mmigrants " is incon­
sistent 1o,~ith the principles upon which this llation 1:1as founded. 

As you must be aware, the Carter Plan on Immi grati on is opoosed by 
virtually O'IO::.ry Chicano/LJ tino or~ani;:: ation in t his coLntry for its proposed 
violations of human rights. Last month Energy Secretary Schl esing!:r met 1·1ith 
Mexican officials and offered U. S. acceptance of the Mexican de:nand t hA t the 
U. S. pay the 1~orld market price for nexican natura l gas in return for ~ ublic 
support by the Lopez Portillo Administration of the Ct1rt2r Immigra.t ion Pl Jn . 
This type of negctiJting tactic is noth i ng ot her than exto r tion and is 
repugnant to all sense of decency . It is i nd ic~ti ve of t he 200 yea r lon g 
exploitation of Mexico by this country. It is this history of exploi ta tion 
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that has created most of the causes of forced migration in the f irst place. 

i~r. Vice President, I ask in the name of our mutual Latino constitl.ients 
and in the memory of the recently fallen champion of human rights, Hubert 
H. Humphrey, that you publicly repudiate Mr . Schlesinger's attempt at 
blackmail upon your arrival in Mexico. I also hope that you fully enjoy, 
once having done so, the hospita l ity of my other country. 

I am available to discuss t his issue of immigr ation 1·1ith you at your 
convenience. 

FSC:mdb 

Respectfully, 

Frank Shaffer-Corona 
At Large t'1ember 

Board of Education 
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F~ANK SI-'AFFE~·COR ONA 
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11 . CAI..VIN l..O.:KR I OGE . 
aAR9A RA LETT ~ I MMON') : 

The Honorable Cyrus Vance 
Secretary of State 
Washington, D. C. 20025 

Dear t~ r. Secretary: 

MINNIE S . WOOOSON 

t1ay 1, 1978 

Our educational system, both private and public, has long taught us that the U. S. has "never started a war 11 and that t he U. S. did not ir.v3ce f·~exi co in the last century. I am hopeful, as you visit Mexico, that yo u be~in t o dispel these myths v1hich have been perpetuated by our educat ional system. Remember that according to General Ulysses S. Grant, the goal of t he "most unjust (v1ar) ever waged by a stronger against a weJker nution 11 \·/il S "the occupation, separation, and annexation (of Texas), from the i ncep t ion of the movement to its final ccnsurrmation, a conspiracy to acquire territcry Oi.Jt 'Jf which slave states might be formed." 

Your visi t to Mexico could be 2n historic occJsi on. I n~ tead of bei ng the bearer of further U. S. pressures with regard to t he gas , the unaocun:en ::ed , und Mexican-Chicano relations, you cou ld he the bearer of trut h and ju stic~ unheard of in U. S.-Mexican relations. The U. S. has been in violat ion of t~e treaty of Guadelupe-Hidalgo since t he ink was wet on that docu~ent. Yo u co~ 1J be in Mexico to discuss how the U. S. is finall y going to take s teps to r ign t the ·Nrongs committed against Mexicans and Chicanos during t ne past 1 ~ 2 year3. You could be there to ask for Mexico's assistance in providing a d~cen t b i 1 i naua 1 /b i cu ltura 1 education to til is coun trv' s 20 mil l ion Chi cunos Jnd Latinos in that this country is not 'Hilling to f ully commit its c· .... n educat i c ·~ a1 resources to that noble purpose. 

You could, in the name of human rights, pu bl ic ly rep ucia te tr.e Cart er Pl an on IIT'u11igraticn. You could tell the ~exic an people t he t r·uth about h0\·1 t he U. S. continues to invade Mexico - no longer wi th sol di ers - but wi t ~ surveillance satel l ites, intell igence agents, chemical s, ~~ACs, t he K~K . t rans­ponders, and other sorts of James Bondish gadgetry an d cap~ r s . You cou1d ~e ll the t r uth about t he U. S. dominance of the Mexican econcm~; and your pl .Jns tc end t his stranglehold of economic imperial ism whi ch i 1~pa irs t ne prog ress o ~ ,·~ex i co . 

O"" ICHT S. CROPP 
# . .. ~ • • • • •• ·~ - - - - .. - · .. ,, 
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You could tell the truth about how the reaction of the Carter White House to Chicano demands for equality has been replete with the cloak of ''executive privilege" to deny economic development, the creation of an "enemies list" to prevent meaningful political dialogue, and the isolation of the President by his advisors to prevent his hearing the discontcn~ed voice of the American people- all the ingredients of the new "Chicano9ate." 

You could announce that the U. S. government is finally going to take real steps to end the condition of slavery in this country that is the forced lifestyle of this Nation's migrant farmworkers, most of whom are of ~lexican descent. You could announce the end of CIA - FBI - IriS harassment of 1-lexicans and Chicanos. You could announce the U. S. purchase of Mexican natural gas -at the current world market price -not at less in the naliie of "friendship." You could, in the example of Lyndon B. Johnson of Texas, declare a war on poverty and ignorance and disease in all the .n.rPeri cas. To do this you v1ou1d have to repudiate your seventeen puppet dictators and you would have to begin at home, where 20 million Chicanos and Latinos and over 30 million Blacks are the most visible victims of U. S. colonialism. You cculd even learn thvt the residents of the Oistrito Federal have voti ng !'(:presentation in the ~~exican Congress, in contrast to the District of Columbia. 

You could do all these things and w.ore and yours could be a truly histori c visit to the city first settled by the immigrants from Aztlan. But you •t~ill not and it will not be so because you cannot . You cannot because you are as much a victim of your history as we are. You must be aware of that fact and you must be aware that, \vith proper education, the reople ·.-Jill right the wrongs of that history, and they will do so in the spirit of peace and brother­hood, using as their most basic tool something obviously la.cking at the highest levels of the u: S. government - democracy. 

Should the .State Department or any other segment of the Catter Administra­tion be wi 11 i ng to a 11 ocate resources to a project designed to r'2move the . myths and introduce the truth into the educational process v1ith regard to th~ subjects cited above, I stand ready to discuss t he possibilities of such 3 project in the District of Columbia. 

. .... . .. . •. ·.· . - . . . ·. ··· . . 

Viva la causa, 

Frank Shaffer -Corona 
Member At -L.:rge 

Soard of Ed•:cati on 
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DISTR I CT OF COLUMBIA CONRAD ?. Sr;1ITH 
PRESIDENT 

<:T"Til:: G . BENJAMIN 

~. AIR£ B. Rl !:FFE L 
CTORIA T. STREET 

The Honorable Griffin Bell 
The Attorney General 
\~as hi ngton, 0. C. 20530 

Dear ~1r. 3el1: 

ELIZABETH C. KANE 
FRANK SHAFF!!~·CORONA 

JOHN E. WAR:lEN 

C 0 R R E C T E 0 C 0 P Y 

June 27, 1978 

CAROL L. SCHWARTZ 
VICE PRESIDENT 

R. CAL'JIN LCCl<;'liOCE 
!!ARBAf'IA LETT ~IMMONS 

MINNIE S. WOCOSON 

I have been asked to speak out, on te l evision programs and in worksbops, on the s~bject of violence in our schools as if it were a new pheno~enon. I feel cer:ain that the violence in our schools is merely indicative of the violence ~n our society. Ours has been the most violent society in all of hu~an history, Mr . Attorney General, and the blame clearly li~s in the lap of the U. S. Govern­ment, particularly the Department of Justice. Throughout our histcry, vi i! le n cr~ has been the primary ingredi ent of nurture ar.d sustenance for the raci sm t ha t per;neates virtually every institution and every person in this country . 

The government sponsored genocide of Western Hemisphere r,atives t hat reduced their numbers from 12 million when the British arrived to 1 mill~ on today; the shumeful treatment of Blacks, first in slavery, then in "er.-:anicipated" poverty; the conquest and continuing occupation of the northern ha~f of Mexico's soverei sn territory by the U. S.; the forced sterilization by the U. S. of over one-third of the women of child-bearing age in the colonized nation of Puerto Rico are but the most memorable and significant monuments to our government's principal system of control and domination -violence. The atrocities committed by A~erican police and military organizations over the past two centuries cause aberrati ons such as the Third Reich to seem amateurish in comparison. 

We wors hi p at the altar of violence in this country - in our literature, on television and radio, in the movies. Our government sponsors violence - in the 
~Iiddle East, in Asia, in Africa, in Chile, Haiti, and Peru, in Nev~ York, Chicago, and Houston. All cf th~ resources of our government seem t o be gearing up fo1· acts of violence in Africa. Granted that it must be ha rd to get rid of old 
h~bits such as the burning desire to go out and kill Biack people ; granted that the past six U. S. Presidents have gone l iv id with paranoic rage at the mention of Fide l Castro's name (l "might add here thilt his onl y "offense" has been the crea ti un of the .QD.J.y country in this hemisphere that is free of U,. S. domi­nat ion); ~ranted that those in governance seem to think t ha t cn ly a full -scale 

DWIGHT S. CRO PP 
!::XECUTIVE SECRETARY 

PRESIDENTIAL BUILDING 
41 S-1 ZTH STAI!:I!:T, N.W. 

WASHINGTON, 0 . C . 200~ 
(202) 724-4!!9 

OAV !O A . SPI.ITT 
GENERAL COUNSEL 

------------..,~~~~--~---.......... --------..... ~-,........- ·-..:-----. 

•: 

... 

: . 



.. . . . . - 2 -

'1'12.r can bolster our economy. But in spite of all these basic considerations, I think the time has come to ch~nge all this. To para phrase Judge Jos~ Angel Gutierrez, don't you think it's time to try out the American system of govern­ment? It might work. 

On the domestic scene, Mr. Attorney General, you are the high priest of violence . .A.s this Nation's "chi ef cop" you control the FBI, which hus co~itted and promoted acts of violence throughout this country and in M2xico. Your Department has been instrumental in turning our country's police depart-ments into para-military organizations and intelligence uni ts t hat w~uld be the envy of the SS, SA, and Gestapo. The most un-.:1Jneri can group of th ugs under your co!TT.1and is, of course, ~he INS. Instead of dealing in a proper fashion with irr:nigration and naturalization, the INS has become a "Department of Deportation" whose primary mission seems to be the removal of people of color from the U. S. Immigration is a social, historical, cultural, and economic problem- it is not a police problem. To make war on innocent victims such as Mrs. Contreras a~her 8-month unborn child takes the d?.pravity of that agency to a new low. I would like to know what the Department of Justice intends t o do about this case and similar ones. To threaten the violations of civil and human rights of U. S. citizens and non-citizens ali ke, as your agents have done in Dela\~are and t·1aryland•s Eastern Shore is repugnant. I would like to knm~ what the Department of Justice plans to do to prevent the INS threats from being carried out. To carry to the U. S. Senate the myth and notion that ~texicans are foolish enough to gladly register for the "salvation" promised by the JiiTJTly Carter Plan on Immigration is to display that you are merely guilty of syndrome t ransference. 
To continue to promote official and unofficial violence in the name of "Justice .. is to make a mockery of all that is truly good and just in our society . If your Department had done its job properly 10 years ago, Martin Luther King, Jr. would probably have become its head rather than its head victim. 
I call on you to change this mad rush toward more violence. I call en you to repudiate the tactics of the past that have led to distrust, divisions, r3cis~, and controlled chaos. 1 call on you to become the proph~t cf truth and justice rather than continue in your present role. I call on you to do all this and more at your level so that I can then do~' part at my level to remove vio lence from our schools and from the minds and hea ts of our young people. 

f i ncerel,:;, · · 

FranrC~;~Y-C~rpna -
Member At-Laq€1 

Board of Educa~ion 
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CONRAD P. SMITH 
PRESIDENT 

BOARD OF EDUCATION 
OF THE 

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA CAROL L. SCHWARTZ 
VICE PRESIDENT 

BETTIE G. BENJAMIN 

AL.AIRE B. RIEFFEL. 

VICTORIA T. STREET 

EL.IZABETH C. KANE 

I"RANK SHAFI"ER·CORONA 

JOHN E. WARREN 

R . CALVIN L.OCKRIOGE 

BARBARA L.ETT SIMMONS 

MINNIE S. WOODSON 

Mr. Joseph Califano 
Office of the Secretary 
Health Education & Welfare 
Washington, D. C. 20201 

Dear Secretary Califano: 

November 20, 1978 

I want to take this opportunity to share with you some major 
concerns confronting Hispanoafrican people in this country. 
cerns are particularly fresh in my mind as a combined result 
tendance at the recent ~ational conference of the Council of 
Schools and my attendance in August at the XI World Festival 
and Students in Havana, Cuba. 

educational 
These con­
of my at­
Great City 
of Youth 

It is a sad commentary on our way of life that 24 years after Brown vs. 
Board of Education the major problem in our schools is still racism and 
desegregation. It is criminal that the ¥fatiolf' of mi 1 itary spending to 
money for education in our federal budget is 10!1 It is frightening that 
the media are _training our young people from the earliest ages in violence, 
sexism, racism, and alienation ~ith often greater effectiveness than is 
accomplished in our classrooms. 

The lack of resources allocated to truly effective bilingual/bicultural 
education in this country is magnified by the growing attacks on the only 
Constitutional guaranteed form of education in this country. The actions 
of the intelligence services against the family of Reies Lopez Tijerina 
are merely the leading example of a condition which makes many of our young 
people afraid to go to school. I might add that Reies Tijerina, the father 
of the modern phase of the Chicano Movement is mentioned as a hero in 
Mexican Textbooks. The 11 back-to-basics11 concept is closing the thresho l d 
to creative learning in the arts, languages~ and many other dicipl ines. 

We ask you to join us in our efforts to improve the conditions I have de-

DWIGHT S. CROPI" 
EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 

PRESIDENTIAL BUILDING 
415-12TH STREET, N .W. 

WASHINGTON, D. C. 20004 
(202) 724·42U 

OAVIO A . SPLITT 
GENERAL. CO U N SEL. 
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scribed. We will gladly follow you, as the leading Latino (after all, 
Italians are the original Latino) in the Carter Cabinet, in a movement to 
add to the U.S. Constitution an amendment which would guarantee to all 
perscns in this country the right to a free and public total quality edu­
cation. 

SinOely. 
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