2 OF THE FORMATION

tranfit of Venus over the fun’s difk in 1769,
fhow, that this diftance of thirty millions fhould
be augmented three or four millions of leagues.
Tt is for this reafon that, in the Epogues de la
Nature, 1 have always reckoned the mean dit-
tance of the fun from the earth to be rhmx-
three millions of leagues, inftead of thirty. This
remark was neceffary to prevent the fufpicion
of my having contradited myfelf. i
T muft farther remark, that the fun is not
only thirty-three or _thirty-four millions of
leagues diftant from the earth, !Jul, ﬂ'an‘? the
fame obfervations, it has likewife been difco-
vered, that the volume of the fun is a tenth
part larger than was formerly fuppofed; and,
confequently, that the whole mafs of the pla-
s is only an cight hundredth part of that of
the fun, and not a fix hundredth and fifticth
part, as I had advanced from the information
we poffeffed in the year, 1745 This difference
{irengthens the probability that the matter of
the planets was projected from the body of the

fun.

OF THE PLANETS,

1L
Of the Matter of the Sun and Planets.

1 HAD remarked, in p. 65. That the opague
bodies of the planets were detacked from the lu-
minous matter of which the fun'is compofeds
‘Thefe expreflions are not correct; for the mate.
ter of the planets, when projedted from the fun,
was equally luminous as ' that of the fun itlelf,
and the planets became not opaque till their
ftate of fluid brightnefs had ceafed: The duras
tion of this ftate in feveral kinds of matter I 'de-
termined by experiment ; and, from ‘at 1
calculated the continuation of this

in each of the planets*.

rent of matter, projected from the b

fun by the comet, traverfed the is

phere of that luminary, it carried off the vola~
tile, aqueous, and aérial parts of which the feas
and atmofpheres of the different planets are now
compofed.  Hence we may conclude, that the
matter of the planets is 'the fame, in every re-
fpe@, with that of the fun, and that thére is
no other difference but in the degree of heat,
which is extreme in ‘the fun, and greater of
finaller in the planets, according to the conia
ound 1 of their thicknefs and denfity,

e Ia Natares




	2533 Additions to Planets Section 2 Vol 9

