



















































































HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEES

AERONAUTICS

Braecklein, Chairman; Finnell, Vice Chairman; Bigham,
Blythe, Bowers, Cobb, Kaster, Moncrief, Nelms, Rodri-
guez, Tarbox .

AGRICULTURE

Longoria, Chairman; Schulle, Vice Chairman; Adams,
Bass of Van Zandt, Burgess, Carrillo, Craddick, Daniel,
Dramberger, Finnell, Head, Hendricks, Hubenak, Ingram,
Jones of Harris, Jones of Lubbock, Kubiak, Moore of Hill,
Newton, Presnal, Von Dohlen.

APPROPRIATIONS

Heatly, Chairman; Slack, Vice Chairman; Allen of
Gregg, Braecklein, Carrillo, Cobb, Davis of Travis, Doran,
Haynes, Hull, Johnson, Longoria, Parker of Denton, Pres-
?R?lif?alter, Santiesteban, Slider, Swanson, Tarbox, Ward,

olff.

BANKS AND BANKING

Solomon, Chairman; Clayton, Vice Chairman; Bass of
Van Zandt, Davis of Travis, Doyle, Finney, Holmes of
Hood, Jones of Harris, Kost, Lemmon, Lovell, Moore of
Dallas, Moreno, Neugent of Galveston, Orr, Patterson,
Stewart, Von Dohlen, Wayne, Williams, Wyatt.

BUSINESS AND MARKETING AFFAIRS

Finney, Chairman; Hubenak, Vice Chairman; Agnich,
‘z}tivood, Christian, Finck, Hawn, Howard, Short, Stroud,
ale.

CLAIMS

Semos, Chairman; Garcia, Vice Chairman; Angly, Kost,
Von Dohlen.
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CRIMINAL JURISPRUDENCE

Calhoun, Chairman; Adams, Vice Chairman; Boyle,
Caldwell, Coats, Cobb, Doyle, Gammage, Grant, Hannah of
Angelina, Hendricks, Moore of McLennan, Moreno, Nabers,
Nugent of Kerr, Rosson, Santiesteban, Simmons, Uher,
Vale, Williamson.

DATA PROCESSING AND PRINTING

Carrillo, Chairman; Hawn, Vice Chairman; Mengden,
Nelms, Tarbox.

ELECTIONS

Stroud, Chairman; Lemmon, Vice Chairman; Atwood,
Bynum, Christian, Cole, Doran, Foreman, Garcia, Graves,
Hawkins, Heatly, Hull, Jones of Lubbock, Jones of Taylor,
‘1\}[1111'ray, Newton, Nichols, Parker of Denton, Presnal,

ale.

ENGROSSED AND ENROLLED BILLS

Lombardino, Chairman; Baker, Vice Chairman; Adams,
Craddick, Rodriguez.

FEDERAL RELATIONS

Santiesteban, Chairman; Holmes of Dallas, Vice Chair-
man; Coats, Mengden, Newton.

GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS AND EFFICIENCY

Smith, Chairman; Sherman, Vice Chairman; Blanton,
Coats, Davis of Howard, Doyle, Farenthold, Hawkins,
Jones of Lubbock, Moore of Hill, Poff, Rodriguez, Shan-
non, Silber, Spurlock, Tupper, Williamson.

HIGHER EDUCATION

Murray, Chairman; Tarbox, Vice Chairman; Allred,
Bigham, Blanton, Braecklein, Cole, Gammage, Graves,
Hanna of Stephens, Harding, Jones of Taylor, Kost, Lem-
mon, Lewis, Lombardino, Mengden, Parker of Denton,
Pickens, Presnal, Schulle.
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classified state employees (except college and university faculty) and $102,360
to modify building facilities and provide administrative support for an improved
statewide telecommunications system called "TEX-AN." ($152,000 was finally
allowed for this new statewide phone system which the staff study indicated
would save $8,000,000 in growth of long-distance costs in ten years.) The public

" employees got thelr raise and faculty members got a token amount to be divided

among them.

In other business of the Session, the Governor sent to the Senate for its advice,
consent and confirmation, the names of 361 interim nominees for appointments to
state boards and commissions. Most of them were confirmed, with a very few
exceptions, most notably being the failure to appoint Larry Teaver of the In-
surance Board, which so irked the Governor that he threatens to call another
special session to investigate the 1nsurance board.

The Governor also planned to call a special meeting of the Interagency Council on
Natural Resources and the Environment to review past, present and proposed flood
control efforts in the state. The Council will report on specific recommendations
before the next Regular Session of the legislature which meets in January 1973.

An allocation of $175,000 was made to the Governor's office for Natural Resources
and Coastal Studies councils. September 1 was set by the Interagency Council on
Natural Resources as the date to begin review and comment on State Envxronmental
Impact Statements. The new policy, claimed to be the first adopted by a state,
requires all member state agencies to enumerate beneficial and detrimental
effects of their projects on the environment, and to suggest alternatives.

More on Appropriations

This particular session was considered a real treat to observers and legislators
alike, as the conference committee meetings on the appropriations bills were

open for all to see and hear - an unprecedented event. Amendments from the

floor were also allowed and lengthy debate ensued. New "reform" rules adopted
in March gave representatives an automatic 72 hours’ to study appropriations bills
before taking them up for debate on the floor. This ended the practice of
"prailroading'" the long detailed bills to a vote on short notice.

Representative Carlos Truan of Corpus Christi valiantly tried to restore the
adult and bilingual programs, but they were cut out, presumably because the
Education Agernicy did not give this high priority. The senators were responsible
for $2.25 million being taken from the House-approved program for bilingual and
sPec1al adult education during the conference committee agreements.

League members will be happy to hear, however, that House and Senate conferees
added a rider to the appropriations bill prohibiting the Water Quality Board
director or assistant director '"from voluntarily appearlng to testify in federal
water pollution suits or to engage in activities in behalf of any person or flrm
other than the Water Quality Board."

Diminutive Senator Mlke McKool of Dallas, who calls himself "the chlhuahua of
the Senate: broke the world's filibuster record by talking in favor of additional
funds ($17 million) for the MHMR programs for 42 hours and 33 minutes. Although
his efforts failed to sway the senators, he did get the message across that

Texas panks 46th in state spendlng for the mentally handlcapped

So, true to Governor Smlth s word, a no-new-taxes budget was adopted on Friday,
July 7, 1972. The $4.1 billion appropriations bill (SB 1) as propsed by the con-
ference committee won immediate approval, and the 62nd Legislature immediately
wound up its business on the 2uth day of the Third Called Session - and achieved

the dubious distinction of being one of the greatest lame duck sessions in history.
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Legislative Newsletter

Meanwhile In The Senate - Rules, Too

Joint Rules for operation of the Senate and House during the Third Called Session
were adopted by Senate Concurrent Resolution 16 by Senator A. R. Schwartz of
Galveston. The Joint Rules were those passed by the Second Called Session on .
March 30, 1972 (SCR 8). : :

SCR 18 by Senator Jack Hightower of Vernon, amending Joint Rule 22 relating to the
printing rule on striking through changed language was also adopted. This resolution
was sponsored in the House by Don Adams of Jasper (see HCR 3).

Schwartz also introduced Senate Resolution 194, proposing a complete revision of

the Rules of the Senate. These were the new rules which attracted so much :
attention and which were debated at such length, but had the sanction of Lt.

Governor Ben Barnes and Lt. Governor-elect Bill Hobby. Despite Senator Bill,Patman‘s
threat to stall a final vote but which blocked an apparent attempt to establish a
limited seniority system for committee members, the senators approved the new ;
Senate rules for their day-to-day work by a vote of 28-2. So the new rules were
adopted, with only Senators Patman and Bernal voting no, after ninelfloér“amehdments

were accepted.

Particularly significant was a provision (Rule 110) which requires a majority vote

of a committee's membership - rather than a majority of those present at the

meeting - to approve a bill for consideration by the full Senate on the floor.

Patman tried to eliminate the provision, over which he was particularly irate,
claiming that it only would serve as an invitation to members to avoid a quorum

to kill a bill. Schwartz said the provision offered 'protection against the
Sharpston bills" that passed the legislature in 1969. Patman's amendment failed, 25-4.

Patman also charged that the rules were being passed 'by a lame-duck Senate enabling
committees to be appointed by a lame-duck lieutenant-governor." Senator Barbara
Jordan of Houston was also unhappy about this, claiming that lame duck legislators
would not be guaranteed meaningful service on the nine standing committees replacing
the 27 committee system. The rules revisions reduced committees from 27 to 9,

with year-round staffs and duties, and with a senator restricted to service on

three committees. The committees will handle a lot of the between-sessions work,
which is now done by special interim committees, and Barnes said this should save
the state money.

Senator Oscar Mauzy of Dallas was successful in killing a provision giving the

Lt. Governor unreatrained authority to create new committees. His amendment
specified that the Lt. Governor would need two-thirds approval of the Senate to

do so. The new rules preserve the power of the Senate to elect its committees,
with each committce selecting its chairman, which Senator Mauzy favored - in order
to free the Senate from domination by the presiding officer. Lt. Governor-elect
Bill Hobby put out a statement urging defeat of a proposal to establish a seniority
system of committee assignments.

The Senate also accepted an amendment by Mauzy -(16-13) to restrict a senator to
serving on two of the following four committees: Finance, Administration, State
Affairs, and Jurisprudence.

However, senators rejected a proposal by Mauzy to put a time limit on filibusters
of 24 hours by a vote of 20-11, and an 18-13 vote blocked an attempt by Schwartz

to open up sessions on appointments.
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and most of the legislators leave Albany after the session on Tuesday,
although skeleton sessions are held during the rest of the week and
some committee work is done. Not until late February and March do
the sessions continue and most of the members remain in attendance
more than two days of the week.

APPORTIONMENT

NDER CONSTITUTIONAL PROVISION, the Senate has at present 58
U ‘members and the Assembly a permanently fixed number of 150.
The Senatorial Districts are made up of counties or parts of counties and
are determined so as to include as nearly as possible an equal number of
inhabitants excluding aliens. The Legislature apportions the Assembly
Districts among the counties, mainly on the basis of population, and
the county legislative bodies divide the county into districts having as
nearly equal populations excluding aliens as is practicable. Each county,
however, is by constitutional provision entitled to at least one assembly-
man with the exception that Hamilton and Fulton are considered one
county.

The state constitution provides for the periodic reapportionment of
members of the Assembly and for the revision of Senate and Assembly
districts.
































































































Legislative Round-Up Sl SR June 1l, 1971
STATE-LOCAT, FELATIONS

For an item that was not originally listed as top priority, but whieh garnered lots of
attention and support as the session progressed, State-Local Relations racked up quite
a record and came out victorious in some important pieces of legislation. The three
top priority bills that had League support which finally made it were:

S.B. 80 by Jordan, Creating the Texas Department of Community Affairs. It passed the
(H.B, 817 =Golman) HOuse on May 30 and is a waltlng the Governor's slgnature.

S.Bs L9l by Creighton., Texas Advisory Commission on Intergovernmental Relatlons.

(H.B. 816 - Golman) Passed to third reading in the House on May 3l. A Committee
amendment to increase to |, instead of 2 citizens appointed by
the Governor was withdrawn before passage that same day. The
bill is ready for the Governor's signature,

H.B. 6L6 by Traeger. Interlocal Contracting. Signed by Governor May 31.
(SB 380 = Jordan)

H.B. 37 - Holding of Elections for Consolidation of Cltles,whlch the League also supported,
was 51gned by the Governor on March 22. |

SB 580 = fmending Municipal Annexation Act by. prohibi ting Strlp annexatmon, which the
League opposed, also passed, but is not yet signed by the Governor,

Bills that the league supported that failed:

H,B. 551 by Kaster. Permitting elections for home rule.. Never came out of committee, '

H.B. 7L5 by Golman and S,B. 381 by Jordan, Providing for technical assistance to local
governments in regulating physical development of unincorporated
areas., Never came out of committee.

H,B. 81l by Golman and S.B. 383 by Jordan, Authorizing counties to regulate building
standards and land use in unincorporated areas. H.B. 81l passed
the House May 29 and died in Senate Committee.

H.B. 815 by Golman and S.B. 382 by Jordan., Allows cities to regulate building standards
and land use in five mile extraterritorial jurisdiction, Passed
out of House State Affairs Committee April 1k, but never came to
floor for vote (HB 815},

S.B. 38l by Jordan. Creating an Urban Assistance Board, relating to housing and urban
development., Reported favorably out of committee March 2, but
never came to floor for vote,

S.B. 60l by Herring., Requirements for subdivision in unincorporated areas. Failed.

Bills of League interest (FYI) that passed:

H.B. 553 ~ Validating incorporation of cities and towns of 500  inhabitants. Signed 5/11.
H.B., 1131 by Ogg. Authorizing certain county governments to contract with each other
for the performance of certain duties. Passed on local and uncontested
calendar May 13, Passed Senate, but not yet signed by governor,
S.B. 235 by Sehwartz. Permits Park Board of a city over 60,000 or a like board of
county to accept or purchase any land for recreational needs or with some
historical significance within that county. (H.B. L36) Signed by Gov. April 12
SeBs 236 by Patman. Relating to enforcement of land use restrictions in certain counties,
Signed by Governor May 26.
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APRIL 1967

A NEW LOOK AT STRTE PROGRA

The biennial Convention of the League of Women
Voters of Connecticut will meet June 13-14 on the new
campus of Quinnipiac College in Hamden. At that time,
local League delegates will determine our course for
the next two years. To facilitate this stimulating task,
the State Board is required (see bylaws) to propose a
program for Convention consideration. Here are the
Board’s recommendations, based on suggestions re-
ceived from local leagues:

PROPOSED PROGRAM — 1967-69

Current Agenda

GOVERNMENT FOR CONNECTICUT’S
-«FUTURE: A study of intergovernmental relations.
* (The League would consider the administrative
“and financial relationships between and among
“federal, state, local and regional agencies and how ‘
to provide, efficiently and effectively, the neces-
sary and desirable government services for an
expanding population. )

Confinuing Responsibilities
LAND AND WATER: Support of policies and
procedures which promote comprehensive long-
range planning for conservation and development
of land and water resources.
FAIR REPRESENTATION: Support of a fair sys-
tem of representation in the General Assembly.

“Revolutionary!” some you you may say, “A one-item
Current Agenda and only two Continuing Responsibili-
ties.” This reflects the increasingly strong sentiment ex-
pressed by League members for a less lengthy program.
Even so, a number of Leagues posed a dilemma for the
State Board by suggesting more than one study item.
However, despite differences in wording, the majority
of Leagues proposed a study having to do with some
phase of intergovernmental relations. Continuation of
the Land and Water Use item also received strong
support. The desire for a one-item Current Agenda
prevailed.

As for Continuing Responsibilities, the State Board
took another long, hard look! It weighed the recommen-
dations of local Leagues; the validity of support posi-
tions, some dating back ten years; the degree of under-
standing and support on the part of present League
members for consensus positions represented by Con-
tinuing Responsibilities; and the total size of League
program. .

Copyricar 1967, LEAGUE OoF WoMEN VoTERS oF CONNECTICUT

The final decision now rests with the members,
Local Leagues have the opportunity to disagree with
these proposals in a second round of program recom-
mendations (deadline: May 23) and on the Convention
floor. Program proposals are not imposed from “on high,”
but represent an honest effort to interpret the wishes

local Leagues.

" 'THIS IS YOUR GENERAL ASSEMBLY

& —=> A QUICK QUIZ

True False
| e
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@ The General Assembly consists of 36 Senators
and 169 Representatives, totaling 213 members.

@ The President of the Senate is not a member
of the General Assembly.

@ Resolution is another name for a bill.

@ The House and Senate convene promptly at
10:00 a.m. every weekday during the legislative
session.

© Bills introduced into the General Assembly are
referred to joint standing committees for con-
sideration before being voted on by the Senate
and House.

@ The Speaker of the House of Representatives

is appointed by the Governor,

@ When the House of Representatives is in ses-
sion, its members can be found on the floor of
the House hecause of a lack of money to pur-
chase chairs.

© Sessions of the General Assembly often con-
tinue into July or August because of the large
number of bills to be considered.

© If a committee chooses not to issue a report
on a bill, no further action on the matter is
possible during the session.

(@ After a bill has passed both houses, it must have
the Governor’s signature before it can become
law.

@ To pass the General Assembly, bills must receive
approval from three-fourths of the total mem-
bership.

(@ Legislators tend to dabble in politics and that
sort of thing.

Answers to quiz may be found inside.
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