
Story #658 (1961- 1962, Tape, #70) Narrator: Ahmet CztSrk

Location: E c e rli v i l la g e ,  kaza of 
Qal, D en izli Province

D ate: May 1962

Once in  the past there was a young man c a lle d  Kara Mehmet. At 

th at time the padi^ah had imprisoned the man of the land. Kara Mphraet

gone to  sle e p , the hoca would s l ip  out and go from roof to roof taking

One night Kara Mehmet heard the hoca sneak out and suspected the

clo th es in to  h is white garments, and then go to theCiaosaufev to r e c ite  

the morning (prayers) The night Kara Mehmet became aware of the hoca's 

he waited behind the closed door for h is return. When the 

hoca arrived back home towards dawn to  change h is clo th es, Kara Mehmet 

braced him self against the door and would not le t  the hoca in  u n til  

he to ld  him where he had been a l l  n igh t. At f i r s t  the hoca claimed 

th at he had just been walking around because he could not slee p , but 

Kara Mehmet said he knew better and would not le t  him in u n til  he 

to ld  him the tru th . $0 the hoca, fin d in g no other way out, to ld  Kara

^ h e  coin ca lle d  p iaster was once common throughout the Middle 
E ast, though i t  had d ifferen t values in  d ifferen t countries. In Turkey 
i t  was worth a kurus, a hundredth part of a l ir a .

2
Jn Central Anatolia peasants do indeed sleep  on th e ir  f l a t  mud 

roofs during hot summer nights.

liv e d  with the (yi l l a g ^ (jjocaT) The land was very poor at that time and

was scarce. Each night a fte r  everyone e lse  in the household hadwas scarce

a few ^ iasters^  from the pockets o f the sleeping population, 

summer and people slep t on the f l a t  roofs of th e ir  homes2 .

For i t  was

h oca's ways. The hoca would return towards(dawn  ̂ change from h is  dark
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«ehaet to le t  h i .  in  and he would t e l l  him the tru th , when he cam.

in , he admitted that he had been taking a few p ia a t.ra  from the

sleep in g population. Kara fthmet naked to  aee how much he had taken,

and the hoca took out the piastera out o f h is  pocket. They counted 

seven p ia ste rs.

Kara Hehmet took the money and sa id , "I can put th is  to  good

use. le t  ua go and rob t h e C ^ u y  in  t h e o r y ,  the

where there i s  more than just a few p ia s te r s."  The hoca agreed to

go along and help him. Kara Hehmet went to  the « g f f i ^ S S p  the 

neat day and ordered a huge n a il and a the

hoca and Kara Hehmet took these implements and went to  the palace, go­

ing to  the back o f the building since there were guards at the front 

entrance. They drove the(iair>into the outer wall, and tied a 

to  i t .  Then Kara Hehmet climbed up the rope to  the roof. On the 

roof he determined the lo cation  o f the treasury room and d r ille d  an 

opening above i t  with the hand-operated c ircu la r  saw. Then he ex­

tended the rope to the opening, dropped into the room below, and 

lowered him self into the place where the treasury was located. He 

opened a chest and filled h i s ^  with g 2 >  He called to  the hoca 

to  p u ll the rope which he had passed over the n a il, and he was thus 

pulled out o f the treasury onto the roof. Then he climbed down with  

M s  fe z  jammed t ig h t ly  on his head. He showed the hoca th e ir  p ro fit

*5* uaf  a ,ro“ nd h at, tapering upward, and f la t  „a  
was outlawed as headgear in  public a fte r  the founding of the 
la r g e ly  because i t  h a d ---------  - - • - • s  ne

on top. I t  
w — the Republic, 

come to symbolize the Islam ic power o f the past
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fo r the n igh t. The hoca asked, "Is  th is  a l l  that you have gotten?  

there not more gold there than that?"

Kara Wehraet answered, "Yes, there was, but we s h a ll have to  

return tomorrow night fo r  i t .  When we return, i t  w il l  be your turn  

to  enter the treasury to  get the gold ."

In the morning the (guards discovered the open <(^s^md^informed  

the padi^ah of the ¿fheffr. The padiipah went to the treasury, but he 

could not understand how the th ie f  had entered, since the door had been

S ri-ancL̂ was s t i l l  locked in  the morning. He asked to  have the
yw-A-n 1

t - mrni Mi  the land brought to  h is  presence at the treasu ry, and

th is  was done. The padi^ah told  the in te llig e n t  man what barf happened

and sa id , " I  want you to  solve th is  problemJ"
A t  $ - -  «fee■ +! 0

The wise man sa id , "I  sh a ll need a sack o f hay.*' When i t  was

brought he placed the hay on the chest and set f ir e  to  i t .  Then,

watching the smoke r is e , he looked up at the (ce llin g ) and sa id  to the

padi$ah, "The t h ie f  entered from the rooftop. My advice i s  th at you

have a b ig  (jgauxd^ig  ̂ f if te e n  meters in diameter,^ brought in to  the room
coi-l —  htUt

and put beneath the hole. Place twenty k ilo s  o f  co al under the(poF) 

f i l l e d  with water, and then tonight build a f ir e  beneath the cauldron 

u n til  the water is  b o ilin g . The th ie f  w i l l  su rely  return to n ig h t and 

f a l l  in to  the b o ilin g  w ater!" He also to ld  the padi§ah to  have the 

door locked t i l l  the morning.

When night came, Kara Hehmet and the hoca returned to  the palace.

The narrator's imagination has obviously run away w ith him here, 
fo r  a cauldron nearly f i f t y  feet in diameter i s  most u n lik e ly!
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The hoca climbed to the roof in  the same way the Kara Jfehmet had the 

night before and dropped in to  the b o ilin g  water and died. Kara Mehmet 

waited and waited for the hoca to c a l l  for the rope to  be p alled , 

a fte r  a long w ait, he decided to go up him self and see what had 

happened to  the hoca. He climbed up, and when he got to  the hole in  

the ro o f, he looked down and saw the burning f ir e  with the huge k e ttle  

containing the hoca. Be jumped down to  the side of the room and went 

to  examine the hoca. When he saw that he was dead, Jfara Wehmet

rea lize d  that he him self would be caught i f  the hoca was recognized.
----JUt*. — ci

Therefore, ne cut o ff  the hoca's head, stuck i t  in  a sack, climbed out 

o f the treasury through the roof, and went home. He put the sack be­

sid e  h is  bed and went to  sleep.

In the morning the guards unlocked the treasury and discovered  

the hoca's dead body flo a tin g  in  the k e tt le . Since h is  head had been 

cut o f f ,  they could not recognize who the t h ie f  was. They went and 

reported to  the padijah. He had the wise man c a lle d  again and he 

asked, him, "How can we id e n tify  the dead man?"

The wise man advised him, "Have the body la id  out on the (v illa g e  

square^md proclaim him to be a (sairit> Have many guards stand by with  

orders to  observe c lo s e ly  the people who passed by to  look at the 

corpse. Whoever sheds(tearh) at the sigh t o f the corpse w i l l  c e rta in ly  

be the one able to provide a clue to  h is id e n tity . The padigah did as 

he had been advised. Be had the headless corpse la id  out on the v illa g e  

square, and he placed ten guards to  stand by. In the morning when Kara 

Mehmet awoke he heard a commotion from the v illa g e  square and went out
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to  take a look. When he saw the hoca's body la id  out, he returned

then went c
to the house to  

hire an (ass and

out a plan of action . Mework 

loaded both i t s

again to

baskets with sacks of watermelon^

He walked towards the v illa g e  squarti
with the donkey and i t s  load.

When he got to  the square,
he was stopped and asked what he had in

the t ig h t ly  knotted sacks. He to ld  them he had watermelons which he

(hen the guards asked to
was

see

too

taking to the market place to  s e l l .

to ld  them that the $cnot^ on the sacks werethe watermelons, he 

t ig h t  for him to undo, but th at they were
welcome to  open them

themselves« While the
guards were b u sily  working on the knots, he

looked a l l  ahout, but i t  was nowhere to  be found. They agreed to

say that there had been a c o i t i o n  in  the s tr e e t and th at when they fcud ^

gone to  see what was happening, the sainted corpse had ascended to

heaven. The padifah was very angry when he heard the guards' s t o r y ^
. .__, llatfpd

and he c a lle d  the wise man for advice again.

The wise man sa id , "The c o r j «  could not f l y  anywhere. I t

sto le n , and the guards have made up the story to

p ro te c t th em selves. Ky advoco os to  s e t  another tra p  fo r  the t h i e f .

Ore wav to  draw him out would be to  d re ss  a cam el in  f i n e r i e s  and 

t a ke i t  out to  the v i l l a g e  market to  to  au ctio n ed  o f f  to  the h ig h e st

probably had been



bidder."

camel and lead i t  to  the market place to  be auctioned o ff .  When Kara

Ifehmet saw what was happening in  the market place, he found an old  
— oU _____ _ _

woman standing by and paid her £hree gold pieced) to bid for the camel 

and keep theCaictionefeft occupied while he s to le  the camel. The old -rfre-e

woman made her bid a b it  higher each time any other bid was placed, 

while Kara Wehmet cut the (bridled o f the camel from the horseman and 

placed an ass behind him, ty in g  i t s  b rid le  to the (fiorseV When the 

auctioneer rea lized  he no longer had the camel t ie d  behind him but 

instead had only a miserable donkey, he ran to the padi§ah in  dismay 

to t e l l  him what had happened. The padi§ah had the wise man c a lle d  

to h is presence again and to ld  him what had happened to  the camel.

The wise man acknowledged Kara Wehmet's a b i l i t y :  "'Whoever that 

t h ie f  i s ,  he is  indeed an expert, inasmuch as he ha: succeeded in  

g e ttin g  away so many tim es. Your m ajesty, there i s  one sure way to  

stop future th e fts  by th is  man, and that i s  to  proclaim th at the 

person who had stolen  the corpse, sto le n  the camel, and sto le n  t j  

money from the treasury w il l  be rewarded with 1000 ^old p ie c e s '^  

he w i l l  step out and claim  these deeds. There w il l  be no punish-

ment." The padi§ah agreed to put and end to such expert(thievery)

a t any cost and he immediately had such a ^>roc 1 «m»tiS& read in  the 

v illa g e  sqaure.

Kara Hehmet heard the proclamation and promptly presented



him self at the palace, claim ing to be the clever t h ie f .  The padigah 

merely laughed at him and said, "You w il l  have to  eat many more 

loaves o f bread before you can perform any of these deeds, le t  alone 

a l l  o f  them." „/ . .

The padijah had been wearing a (sign e t rx~5&, and ju st as Kara 

Mehmet was leavin g, he realized  that he no longer had h is  rin g. He 

qu ickly bade h is  man c a l l  Kara Mehmet back. When they brought him to  

h is  presence, Kara frjehmet took the sign et ring out of h is pocket 

returned i t  to the padijah. He explained to the padifah, " I  had to  

do th is  to prove to  you that I  was the expert: t h ie f ."  The padi^ah 

re jo ice d  a t having discovered the c le v e r  t h ie f ,  and, true to h is  

words, gave him 1000 gold pieces in  ¿^m rgi for h is  (gfeverne^s. But 

he »Iso issued an order, saying, "Kara Kehmet, you must never again  

rob in  the kingdom."

Kara Hehraet happily took hie reward and said  he would abide 

by the padi§ah's e d ic t. He took the reward money and returned to  

h is  n ative v il la g e .


