CONGCLUSION.
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palpable powder, which entirely flled the cavie
ties of fhells, whether this powder was of the
fame nature, or only analogous to the matter of
which the fhells were compofed. It is unde-
niable, from Art. X'VIL that the horizontal ftra=
ta, which have been formed by fucceffive accu=
mulations of fediments, and which at firft were
foft- and dudile, acquired denfity and compa&-
nefs in proportion as they dried ; and that the
perpendicular fiffures in the ftrata derived their,
origin from the a& of drying.

After perufing Art. X. XL XIV. XV. XVL
XVII XVIIL and XIX. we muft be convineed,
that the furface of the earth has been disfigured
by many revolutions and paticular vicifitudes,
arifing from the operation of the waters, and the
effes of rains, froft, rivers, winds, fubterraneous
fires, carthquakes, inundations, &. and, confe-
quently, that the fea has alternately changed
places with the dry land, efpecially in the fift
ages after the creation, when terreftrial fubftances
were much fofter than they are at prefent.
1t muft however be acknowledged, that our
judgment concerning the fucceffion of natural
Tevolutions cannot fail to be very imperfect;
that we are fill lefs competent judges of thofe
changes which owe their birth to fortuitous
events; and that the defeé of hiftoric records
deprives us of the knowledge of particular fadls,
We defiderate both time and experience.  We
never confider, that, though.our exiftence here
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be extremely fimited, Nattre proceeds in  her
courfe. We are ambitious of condenfing into
our momentary dutation both the paft and the
Suture, without refle@ing that human life is
only a point of time, a fingle 2 in the

of the operations of God.
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