
Lonnie Martin working at Lisle Gin, 
Bngineer and fired Boiler 1935

V i l L l e  W i l l i a m s  ( Wi LLl e  Wou) ,  Yard man 
O c t . ,  1 9 7 5 . L i s l e  Gi n

"Waitin' At The Gin” © 1984
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continued from page 1 Mrs. Ola Mae Lisle
As with working moth­

ers of the eighties, Mrs. Li­
sle was very concerned 
with finding quality care 
for the children. “ I looked 
for about a year before fin­
d in g  som eone I was 
satisfied with. I could not 
concentrate at the gin 
thinking that the children 
were not being properly 
cared for and happy with 
who they were staying 
with. I tried 12 to 15 
women and none of them 
worked out. The children 
would call me up and tell 
me all kinds of things that 
had happened. I finally 
had to have the phone 
taken out,”  she laughs.

•Finally, M rs. A ddie 
Frazier , came into their 
lives and met Mrs. Lisle’s 
standards. “ She needed a 
job, and I needed her. She 
was a good Christian 
woman and the children 
loved her. She stayed for 
ldyears.”

While there were times 
her children wished she 
could stay at home with 
them, Emma Jean, Helen, 
June and James A., Jr., 
grew up knowing their 
mother had to work. They, 
too, worked at the gin as 
soon as they were old 
enough, from scooping
seed to office paper work.

This busy life was not 
w ithout its hum erous 
moments.

Mrs. Lisle laughs easily 
as she recalls incidents in­
volving one aspect of farm­
ing we no longer have to 
contend, w ith-team s o f 
horses and mules and the 
unique situations inherent 
in dealing with them. 
“ There was one farmer 
who had a big team of 
horses and he was so proud 
of them. He brought a 
load in one day and left 
them tied up. The boiler 
popped off and spooked 
the team. They didn’t stop 
running until they strad­
dled a light pole, tearing up 
the wagon along the way. ’ ’

“ There was another man 
who would bring his wagon 
to the gin, then go off to 
town and drink while they 
ginned it off. He’d come 
back in too bad of a shape 
to drive the team, so we’d 
load him in the wagon and 
those horses would get him 
home. Well, they spooked 
one day and turned the 
wagon over.”

She remembers  a 
Thanksgiving dinner when 
the fire whistle blew just
as they sat down at the---- « « «
tau.

w
-p. They were all dress­

ed  Up", the men in suits. 
“ W ell just have to forget 
about this dinner boys,” 
she told them, “ we’ve got
to go put out a fire.”  A. . . . . . .
norther had just blown in 
and several trailers were 
on fire from burning burrs. 
“ The boys burned the cuffs 
off of their suit pants
fighting the fire.”

Farmers on the plains 
brought some o f their 
crops down here for ginn­
ing one year when they 
made more cotton than 
their gins could handle. 
One m a n ’ s load fell 
through the scales, then 
when they did manage to 
try and gin some of it, it 
was full o f sand from a 
storm on the Plains. It 
stopped up all of the 
air lines and none of the 
gins '~'uld gin it. Someone 
had the idea of running it 
through a combine. “ We 
wasted a lot of the cotton, 
but we did manage to get it 
ginned,” said Mrs. Lisle. 
“ That put an end to ginn­
in g  anym ore  Plains
cotton.”

I was curious as to what 
a lady gin manager wore to 
work in 1927. Despite 
spending a good part of her
day out of the office seeing 
about things outside, Mrs. 
Lisle followed the custom 
of that time, wearing skirts 
instead of long pants. 
“ Back then women just 
didn’t wear trousers,” she

says. “ I don t imagine I 
started wearing them until 
the late forties. I still have 
the first pair I bought.” / 
She did a man’s job in a 
man’s world, but she was a > 
lady, and she dressed like
it. Mrs. Lisle has been 
greatly respected in this 
area for many years for her 
fa irness  with her 
cu s tom ers  and her 
employees. Sam Turner 
worked for her over 20 
years in the office and 
hauling burrs. He had this 
to say about his ex­
perience:...“ Mrs. Lisle was 
always generous with the 
hands who worked for 
her...I never once saw her 
upset or say a cross word 
about anyone. She is just a
good woman.”

She very much enjoyed 
her work, and it took up 

! much of her time, but she 
never let it keep her from 
“ being there” for her fami­
ly. The fall and winter was 
her busiest times, but she 
attended the manv school 
functions her children and 
grandchildren were involv­
ed in over the years. She 
has given much support to 
the city  o f Rule, its 
schools, and her church. 
She was named Woman of 
the Year in 1967. The Rule 
F F A  gave  her its  
Honorary Chapter Farmer 
award, and she received a 
plaque in appreciation of 
her continual support of 
Rule’s athletic teams. She 
has also been a member of 
a number o f civic clubs and 
has been very active in the 
First Baptist Church. She 
spends time these days 
compiling scrapbooks of 
the things close to her-her 
community, church and 

, family.

Mrs. Lisle has seen the 
cotton industry evolve 
from its infancy in horse 
and one bale wagon days, 
and boll pulling to the 
most modern methods of 
harvesting and ginning 
cotton. She oversaw its 
growth and development 
as she did that of her fami­
ly. She filled both roles ad­
mirably.
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Pioneer names cotton 
seed production manager

The Sou thw estern  D ivi­
sion of Pioneer H i-Bred In ­
te r n a tio n a l, In c ., h as a p ­
pointed a new m anager for 
the cotton planting seed pro­
duction facility in Vernon.

Clois Cato, a 40-year veter­
an in th e  cotton  in d u stry , 
will supervise and direct all 
cotton planting seed produc­
tion for the com pany. The  
V ernon  operation  includes  
production, ginning, delint- 
ing, and storing Lankart and 
Lockett cotton planting seed. 
Other areas of the cotton op­
era tio n  in clu de A s a  (n ear  
W aco) and Plainview.

C ato’s appointment to the  
post was announced by Jim  
L in d se y , p resid en t o f P io­
neer’s Southwestern Division.

T he division , h ea d q u a r­
tered in Plainview, entered  
the cotton planting business 
last year through the acquisi­
tion of two Texas firm s, L an ­
kart Seed F arm s, Ltd., and 
Lockett Seed Company.

From  1935 to 1952, Cato  
worked in every phase of the 
ginning process for Lockett 
Seed Com pany. In 1952, he 
was named to the m anager’s 
position of the W est T exas  
Branch of Lockett Seed.

B efore jo in in g  P ioneer, 
Cato was vice-president and 
m anager of the W est Texas  
Branch o f Lockett. He was 
also a director and stockhol­
der in Lockett Seed.

Cato and his wife, Mildred, 
have four children. They re­
side at 2825 Cum berland in 
Vernon.

In ad d ition  to cotton  
p la n tin g  seed , th e  S o u th ­
western Division of Pioneer 
Hi-Bred also m arkets seed for 
grain sorghum , corn, hybrid 
w heat, alfalfa, and sorghum - 
sudan grasses.

CLOIS CATO
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ENDOWMENT TRUST FUND SET UP BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF RULE, TEX 
AS, MAKING POSSIBLE A PERPETUAL CARE PROGRAM FOR RULE CEME­
TERY OWNED AND OPERATED BY THE CITY OF RULE, RULE, TEXAS.

The idea of the trust fund was stimulated by the experience of the Cemetery Board which found that a plot is seldom ever 
provided for after the first generation has passed on, and in many cases, the maintenance does not last that long. Many grave 
spaces of the better fixed families of the community are going unkept at the present time because they themselves, during 
their lifetime, had no opportunity to provide perpetual care for their plots. Due to these revealing facts, as well as outside
suggestions, this plan has been completed.

Briefly this plan provides: that all plots located in Garden A  —  Lots 1 through 155, Garden B, Lots 1 through 108, Garden C, 
Lots 1 through 81 may be purchased only by paying the price of the land of the given size, (size of plot 5 f t  X  10 f t )  and 
providing the endowment, so called perpetual care, for the plot of ground, The prices for the above mentioned are:

1 —  Adult Space, 5* X  10' of land $25.00,

2 —  Adult Space, 10’ X  10* of land $40.00,

4 —  Adult Space, 10* X  20* of land $75.00,

8 —  Adult Space, 20’ X  20’ of land $150.00,

Endowment $ 51.50 

Endowment $101.50 

Endowment $151.50 

Endowment $201.50

The $1.50 fee is for recording fees charges by the County Clerk which recording takes place before being mailed to the pur- 
chaser. The ordinance provides for this procedure. W e are also asking that you pay your dues along with your endowment, 
for the year 1968, so the Association will have the money to work cemetery for 1968.

Property plots already owned in Rule Cemetery may be endowed by paying perpetual care price only as designated above,
y  i '/*' - :■ ' \ '>•->. „•»* ‘JV. j  ' '-T' '•«,*«*,• 'y z b 'l  ' V

and a time contract feature has been provided for those not in position to pay the full amount at one time.

Plots in the older part of Rule Cemetery now owned by the Cemetery or plots that may later be returned to the Cemetery, 
are to be disposed of for the price of the land and endowment.

As is generally known, all funds paid the “TRUSTEES” (Trustees are the current Council men) for the purpose 0# perpetual 
care must be invested in Government bonds or municipal bonds, and only the income thereof may be used for maintenance 
purposes.

Rules: Briefly, perpetual care, in the older part of Rule Cemetery, or all plots in blocks numbered one through 92, means 
to care for it in the state that it was intended. In other words, no change in curbing, shrubbery, markers or the like.

Total —  $ 76.50 

Total —  $141.50 

Total —  $226.50 

Total —  $351.50

RULES: Perpetual care in the new part of Rule Cemetery, called Gardens A . B. C. and above (means —  ground level burials 
for markers, no shrubbery or curbing, limit on temporary markers, etc. The entire rules are in line with average memorial 
type cemeteries and are in line with the State and other laws governing Cemeteries.

The first certificates of “Perpetual Care” for Gardens A . B. C. issued by The City of Rule and recorded in Rule Cemetery 
Record book provided by the County Clerk of Haskell, Haskell County and used exclusively for this purpose w ill be dated 
1-1-68 or later. All Certificates will be recorded in this book.

In the four years we have been working on this, we have come a long way in the program which, without a doubt, w ill some 
day guarantee the Maintenance of Rule Cemetery.

If interested, please contact any member of the board: E. O. Morgan, Ed Vem er, M rs. Nona Norwood* M rs. Lois Martin,
Mrs. Helen Pinkard, L. W . Norman, C. O . Davis, Ed Cloud, Morris Neal.


