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Story 1007 (1974 Tape 51 Narrator: Bayram Sahin, 73,
retired farmer

Location: Limonlu village,
kaza of Mersin,
Igel Province

Date: Summer 1974 &
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1z1lr "\ Grants a Wish
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One day a man said, "If I shoulqiégﬁa \z ﬁ*
$ L 2 &
I should ask him to grant me a WLSga A g& < C* C)
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People said to this man, Qﬁlg&r Q%%gﬁp éYks§hlong
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roads. Get a pickaxe and sté%t&ﬁi 1Q?9b§¢“gﬁé ditches
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along the side of a road,® T sy ho«fomes alon
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and says, 'Selamunaqu&um&g 5@%p§nd Q‘Z!E,ﬂ:'eykumselam,
\Q .

Hizair!' In that wg% X@uyyay éﬁn@bﬂgﬁlr
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The man gﬁ&lqweééihgs Q&v;§% As he was digging
> X
away and gré%t%ﬁﬁlgé%Q&eA@ﬁo Sdme along the road, the

man thou@htgﬁo §§ﬁ§élﬂ§f"lf I should ever meet Hizair, I

woul@§é§§?hxﬁ'Q§ztg§% this pickaxe into gold."

N& e
é@ ébng>day aRXraveler came along that road and greeted

& 6’ o
Q9thé/mé$ QbeﬁSmunaleykum.

lHler has played many roles in the religion and
lore of the Middle East: Fertility god, water deity,
last-minute rescuer from disaster, granter of wishes,
Moslem saint, and agent of God.

2The traditional exchange between Moslems who are
not well acquainted. The exchange means, "Peace be unto
you/Peace be unto you too."
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"Aleykiimselam, Hizir!"
"Yes, I am Hizir. Turn around and wish whatever
&
DS 1
you want from me." P & & ,%é\o &é@
dQ @ §§ &£
Turning around, the man tried to askqﬁiz@r S nQ§°

o
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his pickaxe into gold, but the word go wgﬁﬁ@> oEchﬁg

out of his mouth. Instead, he saldKQ,IAﬁl gyﬁt
turn this pickaxe into a tree.“ éw e an*ﬁ% %!
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around again, he discovered qﬁﬁt«ﬁ’ géd4@asQ@peared.

The pickaxe in his hand ng& h@%oq§’a&%ag§1nﬁ> Throwing
k,

this aside, the man leﬁg Qﬁhtfﬁla@e qeﬁgnt off down
&
the road.

3The narrator later suggested that God had pre-
vented him from uttering the word gold.



