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The PALM SQUIRREL * the

BARBARY SQUIRREL+, ang
the GROUND' SQUIRREL+,

PJHE palm fquiere is of the fize of a rat or

of a fmall fquirrel. He lives upon the
palm-trecs, and from that circumftance he fug
bad bis name. By fome he is called the gafe
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sat, and by others the palm fuirrel. But, as he
s neither a Tat nor a fquirrel, we have given
Jim. the fimple denomination of /e palmifle.
The form of his head is nearly the fame with
that of the thort-tailed ficld-moufe, and covered
with frizled hair. His long tail trails not, like
that of the rat, but is clevated vertically, with=
out, however, lying on his back, like that of the
fquirrel.  The tail is covered with hair longer
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53 THE PALM SQUIRREL, &,

than that of the body, but fhorter than the haie
tail of a fquirrel. Along the fpine of

from the neck to the tail, there is 5

whitifh fripe, accompanied on each fide with
brown_ flripe, which is followed by  another
white firipe. - This ftriking characer, by which
this animal would appear to be diftinguifhed
from all others, is found to be nearly the fame.
in the Bubary and ground fquirrels, Thefe
three ar have fuch a refemblance to each
other, that Mr. Ray * imagined they conflituted
but one fpecies.  I£ it be confidered, however,
that the palm and Barbary fquirrels are only
found in the warm_ climates of the Old Contie
nent, and that the ground fquirrel, deferibed. by
Lifter, Catefby +, and Edwards t, is peculiar to
the cold and temperate regions of the New
World, we muft conclude them to be different
fpecies. By a clofer examination, we perceive.
that the white and brown ftripes of the ground
fquirrel are differently difpofed from thofe of
the palm fquirrel. In the palm fquisrel, the
white firipe, which extends along. the fpine
of the back, is black or brown on the ground
fquirrel, and the white firipes ate placed next
el Cai, mutela Afeana. Clu, esdem aobis
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as the black are next the white in the
1. Belides, the palm fauirrel has
e white firipes 3 but the ground fquis
£l has four.  The latter turns his
back, but the former doesnot.  The palm fquis-
el duvells upon trees; but the ground fquirrel
keeps always on the furface of the earth, and,
from this circumflance, he has obtained his
ame. In fine, the ground fquirrel is fmaller
dhan the palm fquirrel: From all thefe con=
fderations, they appear to be two diftingt fpe-

dies.

With regard to the Batbary fquirrel, as it is a
native of the fame continent and climate, as it is
ofthe fame fize, and nearly of the fame figure,
with the palm fquirrel, they might be confidered
as varieties of the fame fpecies. By comparing,
however, the defeription and figure of the Bar-
bary fquirrel given by Cains ¥, and copied by Al-
drovandus £ and Johnfton, with the defcription
and figure we have given of the palm fquirrel,
and by again comparing Edwards’s defeription
and figure of the Barbary fquirrel, we fhall per-
ecive diftin@ions fo remarkable s to point out
dhefe animals as belonging to different fpecies.
All the three are in the royal cabinet. In the
Barbary fquirrel, the head and face are rounder,
the ears larger, and the hair of the tail longer
and more bufhy, than in the palm fquirrel. In
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the form of the head and body, the Barbay
fquirrel refembles the fquitrel ‘more than gy
sat, and the palm fquirtel refembles the rat morg
than the fquirrel. The Barbary fquitrel hyy
four white firipes, the palm fyuirrel only theeg
*In the palm fquirrel, the middle white firie
runs along the fpine of the back; but,in the Bas.
bary fquirrel, the fipe along the back is black
mixed with red, &cc. Befides, thefc animals haye
nearly the fime manners and difpoficions as the
common fquirrels: They all feed upon fruits
which they carry to their mouth by their foe.
paws:  They have the fume voice and cry,
the fame inftint and agility. They are eye
tremely gende and lively. " They are caflly
tamed, and contraét fuch an attachment to theiy
habitation, that, after leaving it, they fpontane-
oufly return.  The figure of both is handfome,
Their robe, which is firiped with white, is
more beautiful than that of the fquirrel; their
fize is fmaller, their body lighter, and their
movements equally prompt.  Like the common
fquirrel, the palm and Barbary fquirrels dwvell
he tops of trees; but the ground fquirrel
rifes from the earth, in which, like the
ed field-moufe, he makes a retreat im-
penctrable by the water. - Unlefs completely
tamed, he bites every perfon indiferiminately %,
Hence, in manners and difpofitions, he has a
greater refemblance to- the rats and field-mice
l
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=
T

3

Piate CXINIL







	2228 Vol 5 The Palm Squirrel
	2229
	2230
	2231

