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from himfelf: But let them be perfons that God
hath made, manand woman ; and perfons that
God hath brought together, that is, not putafun-
der by any law of his; and all fuch are perfons
capable of this firft, this fecular marriage.

In which our fecond confideration is the action,
Sponfabo; where the active is a kinde of paffive: I |
will marrie thee, is, 1 will be married to thee-, for
we marrie not our felves. They are fomewhat
hard driven in the Romane church, when, making
marriage a facrament, and being prefled by. us
with this queftion, If it be a facrament, who
adminifters it> who is the Priefts they are fain to
anfwer; The Bridegroom and the Bride, he and
fhe are the Prieft in that facrament. As marriage
is a civil contrac, it muft be done {o in publick,
as that it may have the teftimonie of men': as
marriage is a religious contract, itmuft be fo done,
as that it may have the benedictionof the Prieft.
In a marriage without teftimonie of men, they
cannot claim any benefit by the Law; in a marri-
age without the benediction of the Prieft, they
cannot claim any- benefit of the Church: for how |
matrimonially foever, fuch perfons as have mar- |
ried themfelves , may pretend to love and live |
together; yet all thatlove and all thar life is but |
a regulated adulterie, it is not marriage. !

Now this Inftitution of marriage had 3 objeéts: |
Firft, I nftionem, it was given foraremedie againft |
burning; and then, 1 prelem,for propagation, for
children 5 and lattly , In adjutorium  for murtuall
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help. As we confidet it the firflt way, In uftioncm,
every heating is nota burning; every naturall con- |

cupifcencedoes not require a marriage: nay, every |
flaming is not a burning; though a man continug |

“under the flame-of ‘carnall temptation, aslong as
'8, Pauldid, yet it néedsnotcome prefently toa
| Sponfabo, 1 will wiarry. God gave S. Paul other
| phylick, Gratiamea fufficit , grace to ftand under
that tempration: and S. Paulgave himfelf other

phyfick, Contundo corpus, convenientdifciplines to
| tame his bedic. Thefe will keep a man from burn-

ings for, Uri,eft defideriis wincty defideria pati, il-
\luftris eft & perfecti = Tobe overcome by our concu= |
| pifcencies, that isto burn; but to quench that five by
’ religious waycs, thatis a noble, that isa perfect work.
| When God,atthe firft inftitution of marriage, had
| this firftufe of marriage in his contemplation, that

3

| itthould be a remedicagainft burning, God gave
| man the remedie, before he had the difeafe : for
'marriage was inftituted inthe ftate of innocencie; |
| when there was no inordinatenefie in the affections |
| of 'man, and {o no burning. Butas God created |
| Rheubarb in the would, whofe qualitie is to
| purge choler, before therewas any choler to

purge: fo ‘God, according to his abuadant for-
| wardnefle to dous good; created a remedie be-
| fore the difeafe, which hé forelaw coming, was
| come uponus. Let him then, thae takeshis wife
tin this firft and loweft {enfe , 77 medicinam, but as
i/;/.r/)//y//o(', yetmake herhis cordiall phyfick, take |
' het to hisheart, and fill his heare withher ; lether |
! dwell|
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dwell there, and dwell there alone : and {o they
will be-mutuall antidotes and prefervatives to one
another, -againft all forrain temptations. And
with chis bleffing bleffe thou,Q Lord,thefe whom
 thou haftbrought hither for this blefling : make
 all the dayes of their life, like this day unto them:
and as thy merciesare new every morning , make
them {foto one another: and if they may not die
together, fuftain thou the furviver of them in that
fad howureywith thiscomfort, that he that died
| for them borh, will bring them together again
| in his everlaftingnefle..

The fecond ufe of marriage was, I prolificati-
onem, For children: And therefore (asS. Augu-
ftine puts the cafe) to contrd€ before , that they
will have no children, makes it no marriage,but an
adulter)}.ﬁr o deny them{elves to oneanother, is as
much againft marriage, as to give themfelves to
another.” Tohinder thatby phyfick , or any other {
| pradtife; nay, ro hinder that fo farre,as by a de-
| liberate wifh or prayer againft children, confifts
| not well with this fecond ufe of marriage. And
5 yetin this fecond ufe we do not {o much confider
| generation, as regeneration;not fo much procrea-
| tion, as education; nor propagation, as tranfplan.
{ tation of children: for this world might be filled
| full enough of children,thongh there were no mat-
' riagesburt heavencould not be filled,nor the places
tof the fallen angels fupplied, without that care of
| childrens religious education,which from parents

How
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How infinite and how miferable a circle of finne
do we make, if, as we finned in our parents loyns

actions when weare dead, by having given them
either example or libertie of finning! We have a
fearfull commination from God , upon a good
man, upon E/, for his not reftraining the licenti-
oufnefle of his fonnes : I will do athing in 1fracl,
fayes God there, at which both the eares of every
one that heareth it [ball tingle: and it was executed;
Eli fell down, and broke his neck. We have alfo
a promife of confolationto women, for children:
She [hall be (aved in childe-bearing, {ayes the Apo-
ftle:but, as Chryfoffome and others of the ancients
obferveand interprét that place ( which interpre-
tation arifes out of the very letter) it is, S#perman-
ferimtsnot,If [he,but,If they,if the childrel continue
in faith,and charitie,and holine(Je,with [obrietie. The
{alvation of the parents hath {o much relationto
the childrens goodnefle, as that, if they be ill by
the parents example orindulgence, the parents are
as guiltie as the children. Art thou afraid thy
childe fhould be ftung with a {nake,and wilt thou
let him play with the old ferpent, in opening
himfelf to all temptations? - Art thou afraid to
let him walk in an ill aire, and art thou content to
let him ftand in that peftilent aire, that is made
| of nothing but oathes and execrations of blafphe-
| mous mouthes round about himz It is S. Chryfo-
| flomes complaint, Perditionem magno pretio emunt,

| falusem nec dono accipere volunt: we pay deere for

our

before we were born, fo we finne in our childrens |
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our childrens damnation, by paying at firft for all
their childifh vanities, and then for their finfull
infolencies at any rate; and' we might have them
faved,and our felves to the bargain (whichwerea
frugall way,and a debtwell hedged in)for much
lefle . then ours and their damnation ftands us in.
If you have a defire, fayes that blefled Father, to
leave them certainly rich, Deuns i relinque debi-
torem; Do [ome [uch thing for Gods [ervice, as yon
may leave Godin their debt. He cannot break; his
eftate is inexhauftible: He will not break promife,
nor break day; He will [hew mercie unto thoufands,
in them that love him, and keep his commandments.
And here alfo may another fhower of his benedi-
¢&ions fall upon them, whom he hath prepared
and prefented here; Let the wife be as a frustfull
wine, and their children like olive-plants. To thy
glorie,let the parents exprefle the love of parents,
and the children, to thy glorie, the obedience of
children, till they both lofe thatfecular name of
parents and children,and meet all alike,in one new
name, all faints in thy kingdome,, and. fellow-
fervants there.

The third and laft ufe in this inftitution of fe-
cular marriage, was, Iz adjutorivm , For mutuail
help. There is no ftate, no man in any ftate, that
needs not the help of others. Subjects need Kings;
and if Kingsdo not need their {ubjects, they need
alliances abroad, and they need counfel at home.
Even in paradife, where the earth produced all
things for life, without labour, and the beafts

N {ubmitted
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fubmicted themf{elves to man, fo that he had no
outward enemie; and in the ftate of innocencie in
paradife, where, inman , all the affections fub-
mitted themfelves to reafon,{o that he had no in-
ward enemies yet God, in this abundant paradife,
and in this {ecure innocencie of paradife, even in
the {urvey of his own works, {faw, that though all
that he had made,was good, yet he had not made
all good; he found thus much defect in his own
work, that man lacked an helper. Every bodie
needs the help of others; and every good bodie
does give fome kinde of help to others. Even
into the ark it felf, where God blefled them all

———

with a powerfull and an immediate protection,
God admitted onely fuch,as were fitted to help
| one another, couples. In the ark, which was

the type of our beft condition in this life, there
wasnot a fingle perfon. Chrift faved once one |
thiefat the laft gafp, to fhow that there may be |
late repentances: but in the ark he faved none but |
married perfons, to thow, that he eafes himfelf |
in making them helpers to one another. And |
| therefore when we come to the Pofus Deum adjuto=

| xiums meum, to relieupon God primarily for our |

| helper; God comes to the Faciam tibi adjutorium,

Iwill make thee a belp like thy (elf: not alwayes
like in complexion, nor like in yeares, nor like in
fortune, nor like in birth; but like in minde, like in |
difpofition, like in the love of God and of one|
another, or elfe there is no helper. It was no kinde |
of help, that Davids wife gave him, when fhe

e e e A N
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fpoke by way of counfel, but in truth infcornand
derifion, to draw him from a religious at, as the
dancing before the ark at that timewas. It is no
help, forany refpect, toflacken the husband in his
religion. It was buta poere help that Nabals
wife was fain to give him, by telling David,Alas,

| my husband is but a fool, like his name; and what

will you look for at a fools hand? Itis the worft
help of all, to raife a husband by dejecting her felf;
to help her husband forward in this world , by
forfeiting finfully and difhonourably her own in-
tereft in the next. The husband is the helper in
the nature of a foundation, to fuftain and uphold
ally the wife in the nature of the roof, to cover
imperfections and weaknefles: the husband in the
nature of the head, from whence all the finews
flow; the wife in the nature of the hands, into
which thofe finews flow, and enable themto do
their offices: the husband helps as legs to her;
{he moves by his motion: the wife helps asa ftaffe
to him; he moves the betrer by her affiftance.
And let this mutuall help be a part of our prefent
benediction too: Inall the wayes of fortune, let
his induftrie help her; and-in all the croffes of for-
tune, let her patience help him; and in all emer-

ent occafionsand dangers, {pirituall or tempo-
rall, 0 God, make [pecdto [ave thems 0 Lord, make
hafte to help them.

We have {poken of the perfons, Manand Wo-
man, Him and Her;and of the action, firft,asitis
phyfick, but cordiall phyfick;and then for chil-

N 2 dren,




dren, but children to be made the children of
| God; and laftly for help, but true help, and mu-
tuall help: there remains yet in this fecular marri-
age, the term how long, for ever 5 I will marrie
thee for ever. Now-though there be properly no
eternitie in this fecular marriage, nor in any thing
in this world, (for eternitie is onely that which
never had beginning, nor ever fhall have end) yet
we may confider a kinde of eternitie, a kinde of
circle,without beginning,without end,even in this
fecular marriage: for firft , marriage fhould have
no beginning before marriage; no half marriages,
no lending away of the minde in conditionall
precontracts before, no lending away of the bo-
die in unchafte wantonnefle before. Thebodie is
the temple of the holy Ghoft;and when two bo-
dies by marriage are to be made one temple, the
wife is not as the chancell, referved and fhut up,
and the man asthe walks below, indifferent and at
libertie for every paffenger. God in his temple
looks for firft-fruits from both; that fo, on both
fides, marriage fhould have fuch'a degree of eter-
| nitie, as to have had no beginning of marriage be-
fore marriage. It fhould havethis degree of eter-
nitie too, this qualitie of a circle, to have no in-
terruption, no breaking in the way, by unjuft fu-
{picions and jealoufies. Where there is [piritus
immunditier,as S. Paul calls it, 4 [pirit of unclean-
| meffe, there will neceffarily be (piritus zelosypie,
{as Mofes callsit, A [pirit of jealoufie. Bur to raife
| the devil in the power of the devil, to callup one
} {piric
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fpirit by another {pirit, by the fpirit of jealoufie
and f{ufpicion, to induce the {pirit of uncleannefle
where itwas not, if a man conjure up adevil fo,
God knows who fhall conjure it down again. As

jealoufie is a care,and not a {ufpicion, God is not
athamed to proteft of himfelf; that he is’4 jealous
God. God commands that no idolattie be com-
mitted, Thon fbalt not bowe down to a graven image;
and before he accufes any man to have bowed
down to a graven image, before any idolatrie was
committed, he tells them that he is a jealous God,
God is jealous before there be any ‘harm done.
And God prefents it as a curfe, when he fayes,
My jealoufie [hall depart from thee, and I will be
quiet, and no more angrie; that is, I will leave thee
to thy felf, and take no more care of thee. Jea-
loufie that implies care, and honour, and counfel,
and tendernefle, is rooted in God; for God is a
jealous God; and his fervantsare jealous fervants,

Exod.20.5

Eze.16.42.

as S. Paul profefles of himfelf, I am jealous over [z.Cor.u.z

you with a godly jealonfie. But jealoufie that im-
plies diffidence, and {ufpicion, and acculation, is
rooted in the devil 5 for heis The accufer of the
brethren,

So then this fecular marriage {hould be 5 eter-
num, eternall, for-ever, as to have no beginning
before, and {o too, as to have no jealous interru-
ption by the way; for it is (o eternall, as thar it
can have no end in this life. Thofe whom God
hath joyned, no man, no devil can feparate [o, as
that it fhall not remain a marriage fo farre,as that,

N 3 if
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if chofe feparated perfons will live together again, | | [ma
yet they fhall not be new married; {o farre, cer- ‘ |
tainly, the band of marriage continues ftill. The | -
devil makes no marriages: he may havea hand in | |

| drawing conveyances; inthe temporall conditions | | | Ih

i there nmiay be practifes but the marriage is made | i
| by God in heaven. Thedevil canbreak no marri- | adi
' ages neither, though he canby finne break off all | | uin
the good ufes, and take away all the comforts of | o
| marriage. I pronounce not now, whether adulte- | 1| |
{ rie diffolve marriage or no: Itis S. duguftines | || \C‘
| wildome to fay, When the Scripture i filent, let | || |
| me be filent toa: and I may golowerthenhejand | || |,
|\ fay, Where the Church i filent,let me be filent too; | || e
rand our Church is fo farre filent in this, as that | || [,
| it hathnot faid, thac adulterie diffolves marriage. o
| Perchance then it is not the death of marriage; o
| but furely it is adeadly wound. We have authours | 1| |*¢
in the Remane church, that think Fornicationem | ‘M
| mon wagam , that fuch an incontinent life , as is | g
| limited to one certain perfon, is no deadly finne: \ o
but there are none,evenamongft them, that dimi- | n‘
nifh the crime of adulterie. Habere quafi non habe- | .
res, is Chrifts counfel; to have a wife, as though | 0
thou hadft none, thatis, for continencie and tem- | e
| perance, and forbearance , and abftinence upon | Q
fome occafions. But, Non habere quafi haberes, is | oL
not {o: not to have a wife,and yer have her ; to -

have her that is anothers,this is the devils counfel.
Ofthat falutation of the Angel to the blefled Vir- |

. |
ginMary, Bleffed art thon among(t women, we may |
make|
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make ever this interpretation, not onely that fhe
was blefled amonzst women, that is, above we-
men; but that the was Benedicta, Bleffed amongft
women, that all women bléft her, that no woman
had occafion to curfe her. And this is the eter-
nitie of this {fecular marriage, as farre as this world
admits any eternitie, that it thould have no begin-
ning before, no interruption of jealoufie in the
way, no fuch approach towards diffolution , as
that incontinencie , in all opinions , and in all
Churches, is agreed to be. And here alfo, with-
out any {cruple of fear, or of fufpicion of the con-
trarie , there is place for this benediGion upon
this couple: Build, O Lord,upon thine own foun-
dations, in thefe two, and eftablifh thy former
graces with future; that no perfon ever complain
of either of them, nor either of them of one an-
other; arid fo he and fthe are married i# erernum,
for ever. \

We are comenow, inour order propofed at
firft, toourfecond part; for allisfaid that I in-
tended of the [ecular marriage. And of this fe-
cond, the {pirituall marriage, much needs not to
be faid : there is another prieft that contraéts
that, another preacher that celebrates that, the
Spirit of Godg, to our {pirit. And for the third
marriage, the eternall marriage, it is a boldnefle
to offer to fay any thing of a thing fo inexpreffible
asthe joyes of heaven; it is a diminution of them,

II Part.

to goabout to heighten them;it is athadowing of

| them, togoaboutto lay any colours or lights up-

on
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on them. ' But yet your patience may perchance
laftto a word of each of thefe three circumftan-
ces, the perfons , the action, the term, both in
this [pirituall and in the eternall marriage.

Firft then, as inthe former part,the {fecular mar-
riage, for the perfons there, we confidered firft |
Adam and Eve;aad after, every man and woman,
and this couple in particular: {o in this fpirituall
marriage,we confider firft Chrift and his Church,
for the perfons; but more particularly, Chrift and
my foul. And can thefe perfons meet? In fuch a
diftance, and in fuch a difparagement, can perfons
meet? The Sonne of God,and the {fonne of man?
When I confider Chrift to be Germen Fehove,the
bud and bloflome,the fruit & off-{pring of Jeho-
vah, Jehovah himfelf; and my {elf, before he took
me in hand, to be,;nota potters veflel of earth, but
thatearth of which the potter might makea veflel
if he would, and break it if he would, when he had
made it: when I confider Chrift to have been
from before all beginnings, and to be ftill the
image of the Father,the fame ftainp uponthe fame
metall ; and my felfa piece of rufty copper, in
which thofe lines of the image of God , which
wereimpriated in me, inmy creation, are defa-
ced, and worn, and wafhed,and bugar, and ground
away by my many,and many , and many finnes :
when | confider Chrift in his circle, inglorie with

his Father, before he came into this world, efta-
;bhihing aglorious Church when he was in this
| world,and glorifying that Church, with that glo-
‘ rie|
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rie which himfelf hadbefore;when he wenvout of
this world; and then confider my felf in'my circle;
I came into this world wathed 1n‘mine own tears,
and either out -of compunétion for my felf, or
compaffion for others,I paffe through thisworld,
as through a valley of tears,wheretears fettle and
{well;and when I pafle out of thisworld, I have
their eyes , whofe hands clofe minc, full of tears
too : Can thefe perfons, this image of God, this

| God himfelf; this.,glorious God,and this veffel of]

earth, this earth it felf, this inglorious worm of]
the earth, meet:-without difparagement?
They do meet, and make a marriage: becaufe I
am not a-bodie onely, buta bodieand foul; there
is 2 marriage, and Chrift marries me. - As by the
Law a man might marrie a captive:woman in the
warres, if he fhaved her head, and pared her nails,
and changed her clothes : fo'my Saviour having
fought for my foul, fought to bloud, to death, to
the death of the crofle for her; having ftudied my
foul fo much, as to write all thofe epiftles;which
are in the New Teftament, to my foul ; having
prefented my foul with his own piQure, that I
can fee his face in all his temporall bleflings; ha-
ving fhaved her head, in abating her pride; and
pared her nails, in contracting her greedie dcfires;
and changed her clothes, not to fathion her felf
after this world;my foul being thus fitted by him-
{elf, Chrift Jefus- hath married my foul; married
her td all the three intendments mentioned in

the fecular marriage: Firft, Iz uftionem , Againft
burning;

Deur,ay.12

o
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Jer.22.30.

Matr.ar.de :

burnings that, whéther I burn my felf in the fite of
temptarion, by expofing my felf to occafions of
temptation; or be referved tobe burne by others
in the fires of perfecution and martyrdome ; whe-
ther the fires of ambition, or envie, or luft, or the
everlafting fires of hell offer ac me,in an apprehen-
fion of the judgements of God; yert, as the Spirit
of God fhall wipe all teares from mine eyes, {o
the teares of Chrift Jefus fhall extinguifh all fires
in my heart: and fo it is-a marriage., In #ffionem,
a remedie againft burning. It is fo too, 7% prolifi-
cationem For children. Firft, Ve foli, Wounto that
fingle foul that is not married to Chrift,thatis not
come into the way of having iffue by him, that is
not incorporated in the Chriftian Church,and in
the true Church; but is yet either in the wilder-
nefle of idolatrie amongft the Gentiles, or in the
labyrinth of {uperftitionamongft the Papifts. 7e
foli; Wo unto that fingle man, that is not married
to Chrift in the facraments of the Churchy and,
Ve [terili, Wounto them thatare barren after this

| fpirituall marriage : for that is a great curfe in the

Prophet Jeremic , Scribe wirum iftum [erilem,

 Write this man childle(fe; that implied all calami-
' ties upon him. Andaffoonas Chrift had laid that

curfe upon the fig-tree, Let no fruit grow on tbee{
benceforward for ever , prefently the whole tree|
withered:if no fruit, noleaves neither, nor bodie
lefte To be incorporated in the bodie of Chrift
Jefus , and bring forth no fruits worthy of that
profeffion, is a wofull ftate too. 7 foli: Firft, Wo

unto
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;f unto the Gentiles not married to Chrift:and , Ve
S of ferili, Wa unto §nconﬁderate Chriftians , that
ters think not upon their calling, that conceive not by
el Chrift:but there is a e pregnant: too, Wo unto

the them that are with childe, and are never deliver-
. ed; that have fometimes good conceptions, religi-
ik ous difpofitions, holy defires to the advancement

fo of Gods truth; but, for fome collaterall refpe@s,
bk dare not utter them, nor bring them to theirbirth,
i to any effect. The purpofe of his marriage to us,
lz'ﬁz is,to have children by us: and this is his abun-
A dant and his prefent fecunditie, that working now
| by me in you,in one inftant he hath children in
B me, and grand-children by me. He hath married
= me In uftionem , and In prelem s Againft burming,
n and for children : but can he have any ufe of me,
e In adjntorium, For a belper? Surely, if 1 beable
he to feed him, and clothe him, and harbour him
ve| (and Chrift would not condemne men at the laft
ed day for not doing thefe,if man could not do them)
nd, I am ableto help him too. Great perfons can
hi help him over fea, convey the name of Chrift,
he where it hath not been preached yet: and they can
| | help him home again, reftore his name and his
““I | truth, where fuperftition with violence hath dif-
1at | | feized him :and they can help him.at home, de-
e, | fend his truth there, againft all machinations to
3 | difplant and difpoffeffe him. Great men can help
i3 | him thus:and every man can help him to abetter
iﬁ‘ :  place in his own heart,and his ownactions,then he
it . hath had there; and to be fo helped in me, and|
o 3 *- 02 helped

Matt.24.19
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helped by me, tohave his glorie thereby adva—r;,-

ced, Chrift hath married my foul." And he hath.

married it 17 aternam, For ever;which is'the third
and laft circumftancein this fpirituall, as it wasin
the fecular marriage. And here the e£ternum is
enlarged. Inthe{ecular marriage it was an eter-
nitie confidered onely in this life; but this eternitie
is not begun in this world, but from all eternitie,in
the book of life, in Gods eternall decree for my
ele@ion; there Chrift was married to my foul.
Chrift was never in minoritie, never under yeares;
there was never any time, when he was not as an-
cient asthe Ancient of dayes,as oldas his Father.
But whenmy foul was in a ftrange minoritie; in-
finite millions of millions of generations before
my foul was a foul, did Chrift marrie my foul in
his eternall decree: {o it was eternall, it had no
beginning. Neither doth he interrupt this, by gi-
vingme any occafion of jealoufie by the way,but
loves my foul as though there were no otherfoul,
and would have done and fuffered alt that he did
for me alone, if there had been no name but mine
in the book oflife. And as he hathmarried me to

him I aternnm, For ever; before all beginning;and

In aternum, For ever, without any- interruptions :

{o I know, that whom he loves, he loves to the

end; and thathe hath given me,not a prefumptusns

impofiibilitie , but a modeft infallibilitie, that no

finne of mine fhall divorce or {eparate me from

him: for that which ends the fecular marriage,

dothnot end the {pirituallynot death:for my death
: doth
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dothnot take me from that husband; but thac huf
band being by his Father preferred to higher titles
and greater glorie inanother ftate, I do but go by
death,where he is become a King,to havemy part
in that glorie,& in thofe additions, which he hath
received there. And this hath led us to our third
and laft marriage, our eternall marriage, in the tri-
umphant Church.

And in this third marriage, the perfons are the
Lambe and my Soul. The marriage of the Lambe
i come, and bleffed are they that are called to the
marriage (upper of the Lambe,{ayes S. fohn, {peak-
ing of our ftate in the generall refurrection. That
Lambe who was brought to‘the flaughter, and
opened not his mouth; and I, who have opened
my mouth,and poured out imprecationsand curfes
upon men,and execrations and blafphemies againft
God, upon every occafion; that Lambe which was
{lain from the beginning,and I, who was flain by
him who was a murderer from the beginning ;
that Lambe which took away the finnes of the’
world, and I, who brought more finnes into the
world , then any facrifice but the bloud of this
Lambe could take away;this Lambe and I (thefe
are the perfons) fhall meet and marrie, there is the
adtion.

This is not a clandeftine marriage, not the pri-
vate feal of Chriftin the obfignation of his Spirit;
and yet fuch a clandeftine marriage is 2 good mar-
riage : nor is it fuch a parifh-marriage , as when
Chrift married me to himfelf at my baptifme,ina |

O3 Church
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Chutch here; and yet that marriage of a Chrifti-
an foul to Chrift in that facrament,.is a bleffed |
marriage : But this is a marriage in that great and "
glorious congregation,where all my finnes fhallbe |
laid open to the eyes of all the world;whereall |
the blefled Virgins fhall fee all my uncleanneffes,
and all the Martyrs fee all my tergiverfations, |
and all the Confeflours fee all my double dealings |
in Gods caufc; where Abraham fhall fee my faith-
lefneffein Gods promifes, and 7o/ my impatience
in Gods corrections, and Lazarus my hardnefle of
heart in diftributing Gods bleffings to the poore:
and thofe Virgins, and Martyrs, and Confeflours,
and A braham, and Job, and Lazarus,and all that
congregation, fhall look upon the Lambe, and up-
on me, and upon one another, as though they
would all forbid thofe banes, and fay to one an-
other, Will this Lambe have any thing to do with
this foul? Andyet there and then this Lambe
fhall marrie me, and marrie me 1% eternum , For
ever, which is our laft circumftance.

It is not well done to call it a circumftance;
for the eternitie is a great part of the effence of
that marriage. Confider then how poore and
needie a thing all the riches of this world, how

| flat and taftlefle a thing all the pleafures of this
| world, how pallid,and faint,and dilutea thing all
| the honours of this world are, when the very
treafure,and joy,and glorie of heavenit felf were

unperfect, if it were not eternall: and my marriage
fhall be {o, I» aternum, For ever. The Angels

weré
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werenot married {o; they incurred an irreparable
divorce from God, and are {eparated for ever;and
I 1hall be married to him Iz aternum , For ever,
The Angels fell in love, when there was no obje&
prefentéd, before any thing was created; when
there was nothing but God and themfelves, they
fell in love With themfelves, and negleted God,
and f{o fell In aternum,For ever. 1 {hallfeeall the
beautie and all the glorie of all the Saints of God,
and love them all, and know that the Lambe loves
them too, without jealoufie on his part, or theirs,
or mine; and {o be married I eteywum, For ever,
without interruption,or diminution, or change of
affections. I fhall fee the funne black as fack-
cloth of hair, and the moon become as bloud, and the
farres fall, as a fig-tree cafts her untimely figs, and
the heavens rolled up together as a fcrowl: 1 (hall fee
adivorce between princes and their prerogatives,
betweennature and all her elements, between the
{pheresand all their intelligences, between matter
it felf and all her forms,and my marriage fhall be
In aternum, For ever. I fhall {ee anend of faith,
nothing to be beleeved thatI do not know; and
anend of hope, nothing to be wifhed that I do
not enjoy; but no end of that love, in which I am
married to that Lambe for ever: yea,I fhall feean
end of fome of the offices of the' Lambe himfelf:
Chrift himfelf {hall be no longer a Mediatour, an
Interceflour,an Advocate,and yet fhall continuc a
Husband to my foul for ever : where I fhall be

rich enough without joynture, for my Husband
cannot

Reve.6,12,
l;;l*.
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cannot die; and wife enough wichout experience,
for no new thing can happen there; and healthy
enough without phyfick, for no ficknefle can en-
ter; and (which is by much the higheft of all )
fafe enough without grace,for no temptation that
needs particular grace can attempt me. There,
where the Angels, which cannot d#, could not
live,this very bodie,which cannot choofe but die,
fhall live,and live as long as that God of life that
made it. Lighten our darknefle, we befeech thee,
O Lord, that in thy light we may [ee light: illu-
ftrate our underftandings , kindle our affetions,
pourc oyl to our zeal, that we may come to the
marriage of this Lambe, and thatthis Lambe may
come quickly to this marriage : and in themean
time blefle thefe thy fervants , with -making this
fecular marriage atype of the fpirituall, and the
{pirituall an earneft of that eternall, which they
and we by thy mercie fhall have in that kingdome,
which thy Sonne our Saviour hath purchafed
with the ineftimable price of his incorruptible
bloud. - Towhom, &c.
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Matth. 21. 44.

VVhofoever fhall fall
on this ftone, he fhall
be broken ; but on
whomfoever it fhall

pleces.

= Lmightie God made us for his glo-
ie,and his glorie is not the glorie

) of a tyrant, to deftroy us, but his

fall, it will dafth him in

i glorie is our happinefle : he put us
GRS 2| in a fair way towards that happi-
| nefle, in nature, in creation 5 that way would have]
| brought us to heaven, but_there we fell , and, if |
| we confider our felves, irrevocably : he put us|
| after into another way, through many hedges and :
| plowed lands , through the difficulties and en-|
J 155 cumbzan-
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cumbrances of all the ceremoniall Law; there was

no way to heavenbut that: after he brought us a
croffe way, by the croffe of Churift Jefus, and the
application of his Gofpel; and that is our way
now: and if we compare one way of nature , and
our way, we went out of that way at the towns
end, afloonas we wereinit: Adam died affoon as
he lived,and fell affoon as he was et on foot: if we
compare the way of che Law and'ours, the Jews
and the Chriftians, their Synagogue was but as
Gods farm, our Churchis as his dwelling houfe.
Locavit vineam, Helet out his vine to husbandmen;
and then Peregre profectus , He went into. a farre
conntrey, he promifed a Meffias, but déferred his
coming a long time. But tous Dabituy regnum, 4
kingdome is given: here is a good improvement, &
the leafe changed into an abfolute deed of gift:here
isa good enlargement of the term;he gives, there-
fore he will not take away again: he gives a king-
dome, therefore there isa fulnefleand an all-fufhi-
ciencie in the gift. And he doth not gointoa farre
countrey, but ftayes with us, to governus Vfgne
ad confummationem, Uwtill the end of the world.
Here therefore God takes all into his- own
hands,and he comes to dwell uponus himfelf; to
which purpofe he plows up our hearts;and he
builds uponus: »os dei agricultura, & Dei adifici-
wms You are Gods hwsbandrie, and Gods building.
Now of this husbandrie God {peaks familiarly
and parabolically many timesin Scripture, of this
building particularly and principally in this place:
where
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| we fall and are broken, and this ftone may fall up-

|

v

where having intimated unto us the feverall bene-
fits we receive from Chrift Jefus, in that appella-,
tion as he isa ftone, he tells us alfo our dangers,

in misbehaving our “felves towards it} Wbofower
[ball fall upon this ftone, he [hall be broken. Chrift
then is'a ftone,and we may rufine'into two dan-
gers; Firft,we may fall upon this {tone, and then
this ftone may fall apon us: but yet we have a
great deal of comfort prefented unto us, in that
Chrift is prefented unto us as a ftone: for there
we fhall finde him firft to be the foundation ftone;
nothing can ftand which is not built upon Chrift:
Secondly, to be Lapis angularss ; A corner {tone,
that unites things being moft difunited : Thirdly,
to be Lapis Facot, The ftone which facob flept
upon : Fourthly, to be Lapis Davidis, The ftome
which David {lew Goliah with:Fifthly,tobe Lapss
Petra, Such a.ftone as isa rock,as no waters or
ftorms can remove or fhake, - Thefe arc benefits,
Chrift Jefus is a ftone, no firmnefle but in him;a
fundamentall ftone,no building butupon him; a
corner ftone, no piecing nor reconciliation but in

him; Davids ftone, no revenge, no anger bug m‘
himj and arockie ﬁone nodefence acamft troubles |
and tribulations but in him : and upon this ftone |

onus,and grinde usto powder.

FJI‘P‘ in the Metaphor that Chrift is called 2
{tone, the firmnefle is exprefled: forasmuch as he |
loved his own which were in the world , In finem
dilexit eos {aith S. Fohn, He loved them to the end,
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not for any particular end, for any ufe of his own,
but to their, end Quz erant in mundo , faith Cyril,
ad. diftintioncm Angelorums he loved them in the
world, and not Angels: he loved not onely them
| who were in a confirmed eftate of mutuall loving
LRG0 of him too, but even them who were themfelves
' conceived in finne , and then conceived all their
purpofes in finne too; them who would have no
cleanfing but in his bloud, and when they were
cleanfed in his. bloud,their own clothes would de-
_ | file them again;them, who by nature are not able
i | to love him at all; and when by grace they are
brought to love him, can exprefle ctheir love no
other way, but to be glad that he was betrayed,
and fcourged, and{corned, and nailed, and crucifi-
ed;and to be glad, that 1f all this were not alreadie
| done, it might be done yet ; and to long and to
' wifh, if Chrift were not crucified, to have him
| crucified now (which is a ftrange manner of ex- |

i | prefling love) thefe men he loved, and loved to the ]
| | end; men, and not Angels, Ad diftinctionem mor-
it | tuorum, {aith Chryfoftome : notonely the Patriarchs |
;i ; | who were departed out of the world, who h:ld‘;

i | loved him fo well, as to take his word for their |
e | falvation, and had lived and died in a faithfull
i\ | contemplation of a future promife, which they

\ Inever faw performed; but thofe who were the |
Ji partakers of the performance of the promifes; |
eI | thofe, in the midft of whom he came in perfon; |
il | | thofe, upon whom he wrought by his picrcing |
| dotrine and powerfull miracles; thofe, who for|
)

it all
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all this loved not him, he loved, Et iz finem, he
loved them to the end. Itis much he fhould love
them 7 fine, at their end; that he fhould look gra-
cioufly at laft; that when their funne fets,their eyes
faint, his funne of grace fhould arife, and his'Eaft
{fhould be brought to their Weft;that then,in the
{hadow of death, the Lord of life thould quicken
and inanimare their hearts; that when their laft
bell tolls , and calls them to their firft and laft
judgement, which to this purpofe is all one;for the
pafling bell and the Angels trump found but one
note:Surgitequi dormitis in pulvere, Arife yethat fleep
in the duft, which is the voice of the Angels; and,
Surgite qus vigilatis in plumisy Arife yethas canno
[leepin fearhers,for the pangs of death,whichis the
voice of the bell, is in effe¢t but one voice: for
God at the generall judgement fhall never reverfe
any patticular judgement formerly given: that
God thould then come to thy bed-fide 44 fibilan.
dume-populum [uum,as the Prophet Ezechiel faith,
to hifle'foftly for his childe, to {peak comforta-
bly in his eare, to whifper gently to' his departing
foul,and to. drown and 'ovércome with this foft

mufick of his- all the clangour of the Angels

trumpets; all the horrour-of the ringing bell, all

the cries and vociferations of adiftrelfed, and di-

ftracked @nd {cattering family; yea, all the accufa-

tions'ofihis own confcience,and all the trinmphant

acclamations of the devil himfelfithat God fhould

love a man: thus 7% fine, at his end , and return

tohimichen, ‘ though he had fuffered him to go

aftray | ,

,E

i




LRl  aftray before, is a great teftimonie of an inexpref- |
| fible love. But this loveisnot.7# fine, in the end; |
| but 7z finem, tothe end. He leaves them not un-
| called ac the firft, he leaves them not tnaccompa-
| nied in the way , 'he leaves them not unrecom- |
| penfed ac the laft. That God, who is Alpha and
! | Omega, Firft and Laft, that God is alfo Love:it
} | {elf; and therefore this Love is Alphaand Omega,
ik | Macagaz | Firft and Laft too. Cpnhdcr Chrifts proceeding
; j with Peterin the fhip,in the ftorm: Firft he fuffer-
gl ;; ed him to be in fome danger in the ftorm, but
i ‘ then he vifits him with a ftrange aflurance, No/
| timere, Be not afraid, it is I: any teftimonie of his
prefence rectifies all.. This puts Peser into that
{pirituall confidence and courage; fubé me venire,
Lord bid me come to thee 3 he hath a defire to be
with Chrift, but yet ftayes his bidding: he puts
not himfelf into an unneceflarie danger , without
commandment; Chrift bids him,and Peter comes:
but yet, though Chrift werein his fight, and even
i t |in che actuall exercife of his love to thim , fo

|
I
v

——
e ———————————

Chrift lets him fear,and lets him fink,and lets him
o ; | crie,buthe directs his fear and his crie tothe right
i | end: Domine, falvum me facy Lord, [ave-me sand
1 ‘ thereupon he ftretched forth his hand and faved
L him. God doth not raife his children to honous
/| | and, great eftate, and then leave them, and expofe
\

it {

A | }thcm to be fubjeéts and exercifes of the malice of
i SotherS;mirhcr doth he make them mightie and
i Wil \then leave them, # glorietur in malo qui posens eft;

]
|

i | foonas he faw a ftorm, Timuit, He was afraid; and |
|

Al | ’ that

......



%

| decree of God, as fhould haveno relation to the

7

| that he fhould think ita glorie todo harm: he
| doth not impoverifh and difhonour his children,
land then leave them unfenfible of that doctrine
that patience is as great a bleffing as abundance,
God givesnot his people health, and then leaves
them to aboldneflein {urfeting 5 nor beautie, and|
then leaves them to a confidence, and opening
themfelves to all follicitations ; nor valour; and
then leaves them toa{pirituous quarrelfomnefle:
God makes no patterns of his works, nor models
of his houfes; he makeswhole pieces,and perfec
houfes: he puts hischildren into good wayes, and
he direés and proteéts them in thofe wayes ; for
this is the conftancie and perfeverance of thelove
of Chrift Jefus to us, as heis called in this Text
aftone.

Tocome to the particular bencfits, the firft is,
that heis Lapis fundamentalis, A foundation itone :
or other foundation canno manlay, thenthatis layed,
which is Fefus Chrifft. Now when S. Augustine
fayes (ashedothinthe 2and 3 places) that this
place of S. Panitothe Corinthiansis one of thofe
places , of which Peter fayes, Quedam difficilia,
There are [omethingsinS. Panl hardto be underftood,
S. Anguftines meaning is,that the difficultieis in the
next words, how any man fhould build ftubble or
hay upon fuch a foundation. And therefore to

lace falvation or damnation in {uch an abfolute

{
|
1

fall of man, and reparation in a Redeemer, this is
toremove this ftoneout of the foundation; for a

Q Chriftian

1.Cor.3u1 §
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Chriftian may well be content to begin at
Chrift: if any man therefore have laid any other
foundation to his poffeffion of great places, alli-
ance in great families, {trong practife incourts,ob-
ligations upon dependants, acclamations of peo-
ple; if he have laid any other foundation, for
pleafure and contentment, care of health and
complexion, delight in difcourfe, cheerfulnefle in
difportings, interchange of {ecrets, and fuch other
fmall wares of court and cities. as thefe are: who-
‘ foever hath laid fuch foundations as thefe, muft
| needs do as that Generall did when he befieged
a town, who compounded to take it to mercie up-
on a condition, that in figne of fubjeétion they
' fhould fuffer him to takeone row of ftones from
| their walls; whereupon he took away the loweft
row, the feundation, and {o ruinedand demolifh-
ed the whole walls of the citie: fo muft he that
| hath thefe foundations, that is, thefe habits,diveft
| the habic, root out the loweft ftone, the generall
and radicall inclination of thefe diforders: for he
fhall never beable towatchand refift every par- |
ticular temptation, if he truft onely to his morall |
conftancie; no, nor if he place Chrift for the roof, |
| to cover his finnes, when he hath done them:his
| mercie works, by way of pardon after, notby way|
of an abffante,and priviledge,to doa finne before-|
hand; but beforehand he muft be in the foundati- ,
on, inour eye, when we undertake any particular|
action;inthe beginning,for there he is to be in the|

{
|
\
]
|
|
|

firlt place,Lapis fundamentalis. And then after we:|
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have confidered him inthe foundation, as we are
thereall Chriftians,he growsto be Lapis angularis,
to unite thofe Chriftians which feem to be of di-
vers wayes, divers afpects, divers profeffions, to-
gether. As we confider him inthe foundation,
there he is the root of faith; as we confider himin
the corner,there he is theroot of charitie. In Efay
heisboth together,a fure foundation, and a corner

Iwill lay in Sion 4 tried stomeyand in the Plalme,
Lapis reprobatus , a ftone that the builders refufed;
| in this confideration he is Lapis approbatus, a ftone
approved by allfides together.

Confider firft what divers things he unites in
his own perfon, that he thould bethe fonne of a
woman, and yet no fonne of man; that the fonne

mans nature and innocencie fhould meet together,

and mortalitie fhould meet together,be God that
| muftdie: briefly; that he fhould doiand fuffer
| 'many things, impofiible as man, impoffible as
$ God ; thus he was acorner-ftone , that brought
| together natures naturally incompatible : Thus
he was Lapis angularis, a corner-flone;in his perfon,

Confider him in his offices,as a Redeemer, as a

{
|
{

: | Mediatour, and {o he hath united God to man, re-

| bellious men toajealous God; yea, fucha corner
| frone, as hath builded heaven and earth, Jerufalem
|and Babel together; thus i hisperfon, and thus
in his offices.
‘ Q_2 Confider

ftome,as he was in that place of Efay Lapis probatus, |

of a woman fhould be the Sonne of God ; that |

a man that fhould not finne; that Gods nature’

1(a2,28.1¢6.
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(o Confider him in his power, and he is fucha
’ corner-ftone as he is the God of 'grace, and ‘love,
| and upion, and concord; fuch a corner-ftone asis
able to reconcile and unite ¢ ashedid in Abra-
hams houfe ) awife and aconcubine in onebed',
a covetous father and a 'waftfull-fonne inone fami-
| lie, a fevere magiftrate and a licentious peoplein
i one citie, an abfolute Prince and a jealous people
| in one kingdome, law and confcience in one go-
| vernment, {cripture and tradition in one Church.
| i we will butconfider Chrift Jefus the life and
| foul ofall our accounts, and all cur purpofes;if we
would mingle that {weetnefle and {upplenefle,
which he loves, and which heis,in all our under-

takings; if inall our controverfies ( book-contro-
verfies and {word-controverfies ) we would fit
them to himand fee how neare they would meet
in him, that is, how neare we could come to be
friends, and yet'both fidés good Chriftians: then
we placed this ftone in the fecond right place:
| who as he is a corner-ftone; reconciling God and
man, inhis own perfon ; and God and man, in re-
conciling mankinde in his office: {0 he delires to
be a corner-ftone inreconciling man'and man,and
| fetting peace amongft our felves, not for worldly
| ends, but for this refpect, that we ‘might all meet
‘in him to love one another, not becaufe we made
| aftronger partic by thatlove, not becaufe we made

|

|

|afweeter converfation by that love; butbecaufe

| we meet clofer in the bofome of Chrift Jefus,
| where we muft all at laft either reftall together,
|

or |




| apers, if we can come to open our lips ina true

II

or elfebe all together eternally thrown out,or be
cternally feparated and divorced one from an-
other. Havingthenreceived Chrift as a founda-
tion ftone, we beleeve aright; and for the corner-
{tone, we ‘interpret charitably the opinions and
accounts of other men: the next is,that he is Lapis |
7acob,a ftone. of reft and fecuritie to our fouls. |
WhenJacobwas in his journey,he took a ftone,
and thatftone was his pillow; when that he flept
all night, and refted upon the ftenc, he faw the
ladder: that yeached from”heaven to earth: it is
much to have this egrefle and regrefle to God,to
have a {enfe of being gone from him; and the de-
fire and means of" returning to him. When we do |
fall into particular finnes,ic is well if we can take
hold of -the firft ftep of this ladder , with that |
hand of David , Domine refpice in teffamentum,
0 Lord confider the covenant: if we can remember |
God of his covenant to his people and to their. |
feed, it is'well. That is more, if we can clamber |
a ftep higher onthis ladder, to a Domine labia mea ;
i
|

confeffion of our wretced condition,and ofthofe |

finnes by which we have forfeited our intereft in |
that covenant;it is more,and more then that too,if}
we can come to that, Inebriabo me lacrymis, if we |
overflow and make our {elves drunk with teares,
in a true fenfe and forrow for thofe finnes; ftill it
is more then all thefe, if we can expoftulate with
God in anWfgue quo Domine?How long Lord fhall |
I take counfel withinmy {elf,having wearinefle in

Q3 my
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. my hearts Thefe {teps, thefe grad;;tions to God

| But then is aman upon the ftone of D4vid, when

| of life, he enters into fheets every night,as though
 his executours had clofed him, as though his

' him in thofe fheets, and lies down every night,
| not as though his man wasto call him up the next

| nefit, as Chrift is a ftone, we have fecuritie and

| Lapss David, the ftone with which he {lew Goliah,
| and with which we may overcome all our enemies. |

| fayes Auguftine 5 Davids {ling was a type of the

| will choofe to infift upon {pirituall enemies, finnes.

do well. Warre is a degree of peace, as it is the
way to prayer ; and this colluéation and wreft-
ling with God, brings a man to peace with him:

in a fairer, and even, and conftant religious courfe
neighbours next day were to throwd and winde |

day morning to hunt, or to the next dayes {port
bufincfle, but as though the Angels were to call
him to the refurretion. And this is our third be-

peace of confcience in him, The nextis,that heis

Sicut baculus crucis , ita lapis Chrifti- habet typunz,
croffe, and the ftone was a type of Chrift. We

And this is the ftone -that enables the weakeft man

to overthrow the ftrongeft finne, if he proced as |
David did. David {aid to Goliab, Thou comelt te '
\me with a [word, with a [pear , and with a [bield ;
|\ but I come unto thee in the name of the God of hofts,
of Ifracl , whom thou haft railed upon. If thou
watch the approach of any finne, any giant finne
| that tranfports thee moft, if thou apprehend it to |

|

| rail againft the Lord of hofts, in that there is 2|
loud '

|
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loud and active blafphemie againft God in every
finne; if it defire to come with a fword, or a {pear,
petfwafions of advancement if thoudo it, threat-
nings of difhonour. if thou do it not; if it come
with a fhield, with promifes to cover and palliate
it if thou do it : if then this David, thy'attempted
foul, can put his hand into his bag, as David did,
(for, Quid cor hominis nifi [acculus Dei? mans heart
is that bag in which God layes upall good dire-
¢tions) if he can take into- his confideration his
Chrift Jefus, and fling out his works, his com-
mandmients , his merits; this Goliah, this giant
finne will fall to the ground. And thén as it is
faid of David there, that he flew him when he had
no {word in his hand; and yet in the next verfe,
that he took his {word and flew him with that: {o
even by the confideration of that which my Savi-
our hath done for me, I fhall give this finne the
firft deaths wound, and then I fhall kill him with
his own [word ; his -own abomination, his own
foulneflfe fhall make me deteft him: if I dare but
look him in the face, if I dare call him, I come in
the name of the Lord, if I confider him, I fhall
triumph over him: Et dabit certandivicoriam, qui
dedit certandi andacizm 3 That God who gave me
courage to fight, will give me courage to over-
come.

The laft benefit, which we confider in Chrift as
heisa ftone, is, that he is Petra, 4 rock: the rock
gave water tothe Ifraclites, and he gave them ho-
nie out of the ftone, and oyl out of the rock.Nlow
when

Num.z0,
1.




[ 1.Cor.10.3

I(a.42,11.

1 Give ws this day our daily-bread , then that thou

14

when S. Panl faith that our fathers drank of the
{fame rock, as we heard, that rock was Chrift, {o
that all temporall and {piritnall bleflings to us,
| and to our fathers, were all conferred upon us in
Chrift: But we confider not now any miraculous

all tempefts, in all affli&ions, in all tribulation.
And therefore Laudate Dominum babitationes pe-
tre,{ayes the Prophet, You that are inhabitants of
this rock, you that dwell in Chrift, and Chrift in
you, you that dwell in earth, in this rock, praife
ye the Lord, bleffle him, and magnifie him for
ever. If the fonne fhall ask bread of the father,
| will he give him a ftone , as is Chrifts queftion?
| Yes, O blefled Father , we ask no other : anfwer
to our petition; no better {atisfaction to our ne-
ceflitiec , when we fay, Da wobis hodie panem ,

|

give us this ftone, this rock,thy felfin the Chure
| for our diretion, thy felfin thy facraments for |

. -
| our refedtion ; what hardnefle foever we finde |

| there, what corrections foever we receive there,)
| all fhall be of edfie digé®ion and good nourifh-
| ment to us: thy holy Spirit of patience {hall com-
| mand thefe ftones to be- made bread,and we fhall
| finde more juice, more marrow in thefe ftones, in

thefe afflictions, then worldly menfhall do in the
\foftnelle of their oyl, in the fweetnefle of their |
' honie, in the cheerfulnefle of their wine: for as

production from the rock, bur that which is natu- |
| rall to the rock, that it is a firm defence tous in |

\Chrift is our foundation, we beleeve in him; and
our
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] our corner ftone, we are at peace with all the
world in him: as heis 7acobs ftone, giving us peace
in our felves;and Davids ftone, giving us victorie
over all our enemics: {o he isa rock of ftone; no
affliction ; no tribulation fhall fhake us. And fo
we have pafled throughall the benefits propofed
to be confidered in the firft place.
It is fome degree of thankfulnefle to ftand long
in the contemplation of the benefits which we
have received, and therefore we have infifted thus

long upon this firft part: But itis a degree of
fpirituall wifdome too,to make hafte to the confi-
derations of our dangers, and therefore we come
now.to them: we will fall upon this ftone and be
broken; this ftone may fall upon us and grinde us
to powder. And in the firft of thefe, we may
confider, Quid frangi , Quid cadere; What chat
falling upon this ftone is,and what it is tobe bro-

quifque, that whofoever falls {o,is {o broken. Firft
then becaufe Chrift loves us to theend, therefore
{ome will never put him to it, never trouble him
till then. * As the wife man f{aid of Manna, that
it had abundance of all pleafures in it, and was
meet for all tafts, that is (as Expofitours interpret
it)that Manna tafted toevery man like that which
every man liked beft : fo hath this ftone Chrift
Jefus abundance of all qualities of ftone in it;and

kenupon it; and then the latitude of this, Vnnf-|

it is fuch a ftone to every man, as he defirés it
thould.  Unto youthat beleeve, {aith S. Peter, he is

a pretious [fone;but unto the difobedient,a ftone

I Pare,
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to ftumble at: for if a manwalk in a galleric ,
where windows and ftatues and tables are all of
marble, yet if he walk in the dark, or blinde-fold-
ed, or carelefly, he may break his face as danger-
oufly againft that rich ftone , as if it were but
brick: fo though a man walk in the true Church
of God, in that Jerufalem, which is defcribed in
the Revelation, whofe foundation,and gates,and
walls are all precious ftone; yetif a man bring
misbelief, all his religionis buta part of civil go-
vernment and order: if a man be {candalized at
| that humilitie, that patience, that povertie, that
| lowlineffe of {pirit, which the Chriftian religion |
| inclines us unto; if he will fay, S7 rex Ifrael; 1f
| Chrift will be King, let him come down from the
' eroffe, and then we will beleeve in hims let him
, deliver his Church from all croffes, firft of do-
| étrine, then of perfecution, and then we will be-
 leeve him to be King: if he will {ay, Nolumus hunc|
regnare, We will admit Chrift, but we will not ad-
| mit him to reigne over us,tobe King;if he will be
' content with a Confulthip, with a Colleaguethip,
that he and the world may joyn in government,
''that we may give the week tothe world, and the
| fabbath unto him; and the night to our licenti-
 oufneffe; that of the day we may give the fore-
noon to him, and the afternoon to our pleafures;
if this will ferve Chrift, we can be content to ad-
mit him:but Nolumus regnare,; We will not admit of |

his abfolute power, that whether we eat or drink,
or whatfoever we do, we muft be troubled to]
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think on him,and re{peét his glorie in every thing;
if he will fay , Precepit Angelis, God hath given
charge to his Angels, and therefore we need not
look to our own wayes; he hath locked us up fafe,
and lodged us fafely underan eternall election,and
therefore weare {ure of falvation:if he will walk
thus blindely, violently, wilfully, negligently in
the true Church, though he walkamongft the fa-
phires, and pearls,and chryfolites which are men-
tioned there,that is, in the outward commonand
| fellowfhip of Gods faints ; yet he may bruife,
| and break,and bacter him{elf almuch againft thefe,
as againft the ftone gods of the Heathen, orthe
ftone idols of the Papifts: for firft, the place of

jacet in terra, He that is alreadie upon the ground,
can fall no lower, till he fall to hell; but he whom
God hath brought into his Church, if he come
toaconfidentfecuritie that he is gone farre enough
inthefe outward aéts of religion, he falls, though
he be upon this ftone. This is the place of the
true Church; the falling it felf (as farre as will
fall into one time of confideration now )is a falling
into fome particular finne, but not of fuch as
quenches our faith, we fall {o as we may rife again:

S. ferome exprefleth it fo, Qui cadit, ¢ tamen cre-
| dit, He that falls and yet beleeves , revocatur per
panitentiam ad [aluter , that man is referved by
Gods purpofe to come by repentance to falvation:
for this man that falls here,falls not fo defperately,
' as_ that he feels nothing between him and hell,

this falling upon this ftone is the true Church: Qui |

\ R 2 nothing




ftone,inthe true lclmon,and have life enough,yet
Ifa. $9.10. prz,zgzmus meridie, (as the Prophet faycs) Even
&at noon we [tumble: we have much more light by
| Chrift being ‘come, then the Jews had, But are
|for1c we ]mu it: whcn Chrift {aid to us for the ,
better underftanding of the Law, He that looks | { [nof
‘ |andluﬂs hath comlmttcd adultcuc he that co- | oW
Lt | vets, hach ftollen; he that is angue,'l ith murder- |
it ' ed; we ftumble at this, and we are fcandalized f an

t

|

f
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{ ' | nothing to ftop at, nothing to check him by the | ot
! ; { way: Cadit fuper, he falls upon fomething, he falls | ‘“l
: ot upon flowers, to wallow and tumble in his | e
i | finne; nor upon feathers, to reft and fleep in his | 3|
finne ; nor into a coolm<T river, to difport and | | |27
LR refrefh and ftrengthen ‘himfelf in his finne : | | o
L but he falls upon a ftone where he may receive | i
i | a bruife and pain upon his fall, a remorfe of that ( B
‘ ;ﬁnne that he is fallen into. And in this fall our ! ] L
infirntities appeare three wayes: the firlt is, fm- | | [*“*
i pingere in lapidem;for though hebe upon the right | 3 "?T’
| ’ jand
|
l
{
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‘ with it, and we think that orher religions are gen-
'tler,and that Chrift hath deale hardl ly with us,
land we had rather Chrift had not faid fo, we had !
rather he had left us to our liberticand difcretion, | l pl
to look, and covet, and give way to our paflions, | i th

as we 1]10u d finde it moftto conduce to onr cafa 5 i th

| ; | and to our ends: and. this is Impinzgere, toftumble, | . b
Kl | and not to goon inan equall pace,& not todo the f’ C
“‘ak-f}: ' | will of God chieerfully. And a fecond degree is, | :
e | Calcitrare , to kick and to {purn at this fone; to | y

B |  bring fome particular (nnc and {ome particular t

|  law into comparifon, to debate thus; If I donot | i &

this |/
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this now, I fhall never have fuch a time; if I {lip |
this, I fhall never have the like opportunitie; if I |
will bea fool now, I fhallbe a begger all my life,
andfor the law that {hall be againft it, there is but
a little evil foragreat good, and there is a great
deal of time to recover and repent that little evil.
Now to remove a ftone that was aland-mark,and
to hideand cover that ftone,was all our fault in the
Law: to hide the will of God from our own con-
{cience with excufes and extenuations, this is Cal-
citrare, as much as we can to fpurn the ftone, the
land-mark out of the way: but the fulnefle-and
accomplifhment of this is in the word of the text, |
Cadere. He falls as a piece of money into ariver;
we heare it fall; and we fee it {ink, and by and by |
we fee it deep,and at laft we feeit notat all: {o |

no man falls at firft into any finne,but he heares his
own fall there is a tenderneffe in his own confci-
enceat the beginning, at the entrance intoa finne,
and he difcernsa while the degrees of finking too,
but at laft he isout of his own fight,till he meet
this ftone, fome hard reprehenfion,fome hard pa(-

fage of'afermon, fome hard judgement in a Pro-
phet, fome crofle in the world, fomething from
the mouth, or fomething from the hand of God, |
| that breaks him he falls upon this ftone and is |
broken. Sethat tobe broken upon this ftone , is |
come to this-fenfe, that though our integritie be |
loft, that we be no more'whole and entire veflels; |

/ yet there are means of piecing inagain: though we

be not veflels of innocencie ( for who is{o? and
\for that, Enser notinto judgement with thy. (crvant)
R3 yet.
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| yet we may be veflels of repentance, acceptable
| to God, and ufefull to his fexvice; for when any
| thing falls upona ftone, the harm which it fuffers
|is npt alwayes or not onely according to the
| height that it falls from,and that violence that it is
' thrown down with. If their fall , who fall b
| finnes of infirmitie , thould referre onely to the
| ftone they fall upon, the majeftie of God being
| wounded and violated in every finne, every finner
| would be broken in pieces and ground to powder.
| But if they fall not from too farre a diftance , if
| they lived withinany neernefle, any confideration
| of God, if they have not fallen with violence, ta-
| ken heat and force in the way,grown confidentin
| the practife of their finnes they fall upon; if this
| ftone fink and ftop at Chrift, this fhall break them,
| break their force and confidence, break their pre-
| fumptionand fecuritie,but yetit {hallleave enough
| in them for the holy Ghoft to revet to his fervice;
| yea,the finne it felf Cooperatur ad bowum , asthe
| Apoftle fayes, the very fall it felf {hall be an oc-
| cafion of rifing: And therefore if S.  duguftine
| feem to venture farre, it is not too farre, when he
| {ayes, Awdeo dicere, It is boldly faid, and yet I
muft fay it, Utile ¢ffe, caderein aliquod manifeftuns

| peccatum ;, A fmner falls into his advantage, that
| falls into fome {uch finne, as he being manifefted
‘-tO the world, manifefts his own finfull ftate to |

his finfull confcience too; it is well for that man |
| that falls fo, as that he may thereby look the bet- |
‘tcr to his footing ever after: Dicit Dominus, Suf-}
: ceptor |
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ceptor meus es tw, {ayes S. Bernard; That man hath
a new title to God,a new name for God.All crea-

tures-(as S. Bernard fayeth).enlarge this meditati- |.

on, can {ay, Creator meus es tu, Thow giveft me
meat in due [eafon; all men can fay, Redemptor me-
us es t4, Thou art my Redecmer: but onely he which
is fallen, and fallen upon this ftone,can fay, Sufce-
ptor meus es tuy onely he who hath been overcome
by a temptation, and is reftored, can fay, Lord
thou haft {upported me, thou haft recolleéted my

| thivers, and reveted me; onely to him hath this

ftone exprefled both abilities of ftone firft,to
break him with a {fenfe of his finne, and then to
give himreft and peaceuponit. Now there is in
this part this circumftance more, Quicunque cadst,
Whofoever falls ; where the Quicunque is Unnf-
qui(que; Whofeever falls, that is, Whefoewer he be,
he falls : Quomodo cecidifti de cale Lucifer? fayes
the Prophet 1faiah; the Prophet wonders how
Lucifer {hould fall, having no bodie to tempt him,
for fo many of the Ancients interpret that place,
of the fall of the Angels; and when the Angels
fell, there were no other creatures made : but
Quid eff homo, aut filius hominis? Since the father
of man, Adam, could not, how fhould the fonnes
of man,which inherit his weakaefle, and contraét-
ing more and more, contribute their temptations

a longe, afarre off, for he could fee no ftone to
fall upon, when he fell ; their Meffias wasno fuch

Meflias, no {fuch means of reparation propofed or

promifed:

to another, hope to ftand? Adam fell; and hefell |

1G.14:52. ’




‘ promlﬂd when he fell,che bleffed Virgin,and the
14 | fore-runner of Chrift, john Baptift, fell too; but |
l they fell propc, neare hand, they fell but a liccle
i | ] way, for they had this ftone in-a perfonall pre-
i ' fence, and their faith was -alway awake in them;
1 | but yet he and fhe and they all fell into fome
1 ‘ | finne: Quicunque cadit, is,Unnfquifque cadit; Who-
1 {oever falls, 1s, Whofoever he be, he fl”S and
| whofoever falls too, as we faid bcfow, is bro-
A \ | ken, if he fall upon {omething, not to an infinite
| depth;if he fall not upon a foft place,to a delight
! | in finne , but upon a ftone, and this ftone (none
| harder, fharper, raggeder then this) notto a diffi-
dence or diftruft in Gods mercie; he that falls fo,
| and is broken {o, comes to a remorfefull, a broken
| and acontrite hcart he is broken to his advantage,
left to a pofﬁbllme yea, brought toa neamcﬂc
: of being pieced again by the word and facraments,
and other the medicinall meditations of Chriff
Tl \in his Church. ’
il 11 Pue. | We muft end onely with touching upon the
i | third part, Upow whom t/'}d_/?’)ilflel.&,;[ will grinde
| him to powder:where we fhall onely tell you, 2 S Quid
| conteri, what this grinding is; and then, Ozuf/c -
| dere, what the fallmo of this ftone is. And br briefly,
B - | | this Olmdln" to powdm is, to be brought to that
bl ' | de "matc and irrevocable eftate in {inne, as that
Wik | no medicinall correction from God nobre’ll\mb,

| no bowing, no melting, no xmndx.n0 can bring him |
| to any good fathion: when God can ywork no ..mc,
/do no good upon us by breaking us, not by break-

ing
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’ ing us in our healths ( for we will attribure that to |
weaknefle of ftomack, to furfet in digeftion ) riot |
| by breaking us in our eftates ( for we will impute
| that to falfhood in f¢rvan:$, to.oppreflion of great
adverfaries,to iniquitie of judges) not by brcal\'jng;2
us in our honours ( for we will accufe for that, fa-
&ions and practifes and fupplications in court)
when God cannot break us with his corrections,
but that we will attribute them to fome naturall,
fome accidentall caufes, and never think of Gods[
judgements which are the true caufes of thefe
afflictions : when God cannot break us by break- |
| ing our backs, by layingan heavie load of calami-|
ties upon us;nor by breaking our hearts,by putting
us into a fad and heavie, but fruitlefle {orrow and
melancholice, for thefe worldly loffes: then he
comes to break us by breaking our necks, by caft-
ing us into the bottomleffe pir,and falling upon
us there in his wrath and indignation. Comprimam.
cos inpulverem  fayes David, Iwill beat thew as duft
before the winde, and tread them as flat as the clay in
the ftreet; and the breaking thereof fhall beas the
breaking of apotters veffell, which is broken with-
‘out any pitie,no pitie from God,nor fhall any pitie
| them: the Prophet faith further, There is not found
i a [heard totake fire from the hearth,but uncapable of
| one drop of Chrifts bloud from heaven, or ofany
| teare of contrition in themfelves 5 ot 4 fheard to
| fetch watér at the pit. T will break them as a potters
| veffell, Quod non poteft inftanrari, fayes God in
| Feremiah : There fhall be no poffible means ( of
| ' S thofe

1fa.30,14,”

Jer. 19,11,
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Dan,15.19.

hath ordained in his

thofe means which C {
Church ) to recompact them again, no voice of
Gods word fhall draw them, no thrcacm']o of
Gods judgements fhall drive them, no cenfure of
Gods Church fhall fic them , no facrament fhall
cement and glue themto Ch 1'115 bodie again: in
temporall bleflings he fhall be unthankfull, in tem-
porall af'ﬂxéhons he fhall be obdurate 1nd thele
two fhall ferve as the uppcx and ncatncrnnlﬁonc
and fo fhall grinde the reprobate finner to

powdu‘

Laftly, this is to be done by falling upon him;
and what is that? I know fome u\poftours take
| it to be but the falling of Gods judgements upon
| him in this world: there is no grinding to powder:
' | All Gods judgements here ( for a ny thing we can

| know) have the nature of phyfick in them; and no
‘ man is here foabfolutely broken in pieces, but that
| he may be reunited. We choofe to follow the An-
cients in this, that the falling of the ftone uponthe
| reprobate, is Chrifts laft and irrevocable falli ling

upon him in his laft Judocmcnt that when he ﬂnll

wiflithat the hills mighe fall and cover him, this
ftone fhall falland grinde him to powder. He fhall
be broken, and be #p more found, {ayes the Prophet
Dapiel : yea, he {hall be broken, and be no more
fought, noman fhall confider him what he is now,
or what he was before; for that ftone which in
Daniel was cut out without the hand, which was
a figure of Chrift, who came without ordinarie

gencration, when that great image was to be over-
thrown,

——————————————
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thrown, broke not anarm or leg , but the whole|

image in pieces; and it wrought noc oncly upon

| the weak parts, but it broke all the clay and the | -

| iron , the brafle, the filver, the gold: {o thnaE
ftone falls thus, when Chrift comes to judgement, |
he {hall not onely condemne him for his clay, his
earthly covetous finnes; not for his iron, his re-
vengefull and opprefling and ruftie finnes; nor for |
his brafle, his thining and gliftering finnes, which |
| he hath filed and polifhed : but he fhall fall upon |
his filver,his gold,his religious,his precious finnes, |
his hypocriticall hearing of {fermons, his Pharifai-
call giving of alms,and afwell his (ubtil counter-
feting of religion, as his Atheifticall oppofing of
religion : this ftone Chrift himfelf fhall fall upon
him, and a fhowre of other ftones fhall opprefle
him. Sicut pluit laqueos , fayes David, As God
rained {nares and {prings upon them in this-world,
abundance of temporall bleffings, to be occalions
of finne unto them; {o pluet grandinem , he fhall
rain {uch hail-ftones upon them , as fhall grinde
them to powder: there thall fall upon him the na-
turall law,which was written in his heart, and did
rebuke him when he prepared for a finne; there
fhall fall upon him that written law which cried
out from the mouthes of the Prophets in thefe |

places to avert them from finne; there fhall fall |
upon him thofe finnes that he hath done, and thofe |
{innes which he hath not done,if nothing but want |
of opportunitie and means hinder him from do-
ing them; there fhall fall upon him thefe finnes

Sz which'
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| W chich he hath done after anothers dehortation, &
; thofe which another hath done after his provoca-
tion:therethe ftones of Nineve fhall fallupon him
and of as many cities as have repented, with leffe
proportions of mercie and grace then God afforded
him; there the rabbifh of Sodom and ‘Gomorrah
| fhall fall upon him, and as manie cities as their
| ruine might have been example to him:all thofe
Eils | ftones ﬂnll fallupon him; and, to adde weight to
1 | thefe, lmﬁ}c us him {elffhall fall upon his con-
| fcience with unanfierable queftions , and grinde
ln, {oul to powder: but He that 0vcrcomm’y /mﬁm’
| (Ball not be hurt /)y the [econd death. He that comes
| to remorfes carly and. carneftly after a finae, and
| {ecks by ordinaric means his reconciliation to God
'in his Church, is inthe beft eftate that mancanbe
| in'now: for howfocvcr we can fay now,that repen-
| tance is as happie an eftate as innocencie; yet cer-
tainly every man feels more comfort and lpuxtuall
joy after a true repentance fora finne, then he had |
m rlnr degree of innocencie which 1* had before
- committed that finnerand therefore in thiscafe | K$:
u!u) we may eafily repeat thofe wor u> of S. Augu-
',' ftine, Audeo dicere,I dare be bold to fay,that many 4
’J a man hath been the better for fome finne. Almigh- | s
tie God , who hath given us civil wif{dome to:| s
make ufe of our enemies,give us al{orthis heavenly: | o
wifdome to make that ufe 0;(,[11‘t'll‘tiCLﬂfoﬂﬂC“ | g
that thereby our wretched condition in our felves,
| andour means of reparationin Chrift Jefus,may bc %
‘ mamf'cﬁcd untous: Towhom, &c. | !
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John 5. 22.

The Father judgeth no
man, but hath com-
mitted all judgement
to the Sonne,

225%% Hen our Saviour Chrift forbids us to

[@)fc caft pearls before {wine, .we under-
A&/ ftand ordinarily in that place, that
| €2y < by pearls are underftood the Scri-
| Dhses ptures:and when we confider the na-
turall generation and produétion of pearls, that
they grow bigger and bigger by a continuallfuc-
ceflion and devolution of dew , and other gluti-
| nous moifture, that falls upon them, and there
| condenfes and hardens, fo that a pearl is but a
| bodie of many fhells, many crufts, many films’,
many coats enwrapped upon one another: to this
{cripture that we have in hand; doth that Meta-

phor of pearl very properly appertain; becaufe k
our

Matth, 7.6.




|
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| F‘ : our Saviour Chrift; in this chapter undertaking
itk to prove his own' divinitie and godhead to the |

| ; ]um, who au\mm ledged and conféffed the Fa-

| ther to be God, but denied it of } him, he folds and

1 . m.(}‘c up reafon upon reafon, argument upon ar-

i | ' | gument t’m: all things are common betweenthe
| 1 m erand him, that what{oever the Father docs

& It}

3

| he does; w ndtiouu' the Father is, the Sonne is:
1 or firft, he £ fayes heis a partnerya copartner with
1LY | the Father in the prefent admxmf’uuon and go-
‘ rernment of the world; My Father worketh hither-
to, and I work: well, if the Father eafe himfelf
: | upon inftruments now, yet was it o from the be-
i Joha 5.19 | ginning? had he a part in the creation? yes : What
AR ) I/.uon focver the Father doth, thofe /z/fu doth the
| Sonne likewife. But.doth this extend to the works
properly and naturally belonging to God, to the
remiffion of finnes, to the infufion OF\’lIlCC tothe
Y | {pirituall 1cfuncfhm of them that are dead in|
| John§.21 ,Lmu iniquities? yes, evento thattoo: For as the
: Jl/]”‘)fh,cl/] 1//)1/1 dead,and quickeneth them, even

L
C
3

. =

—a

R | ~| [0 the Sonne quickenetl whows he will, - But hath not
: this power a determination and, expiration?.{hall |
Y | it end at the lealt when the world ends ¢ no , not |
PIBIRAES | Joho 5.27. | cheny for God. hath given him authoritie to execute |
e | judgement, bec. mﬂ' be is the Sonne of man. Is there
! | then no Super(edeas upon the commiflion ¢ is the
| Sonne LqL..lll with the Father in our eternall ele- |
| ¢tion, in the means of our-falvation, in the laft
it o ‘ ';ud%mcm inall? Inall. omne judicium, God hath |
l)zo/ﬂm itted all judgement to the Sonne; and here isthe |
; g pear] |

r———————




pearl made up : the' dew of Gods grace [prinkle
upon your fouls ; the beams of Gods Spirit thed
upon your fouls that effectualland working know-
ledge, that he who died for your falvation, is per-
fet God afwell as perfect man, firand willing to
accomplifh that (alvation.

In handling then this judgement; which is a
word that embraces and comprehends all, all
from our:eleétion, where no merit, no future acti-
ons of ours were confidered by God to'our fruiti-
on and pofieflion of that election, where all our
accounts fhall be confidered and recompenfed by
him, we fhall fee firft, that judgement belongs
properly to-God;and {econdly; that God the Fa-
ther, whom we confider to be the root and foun-
tain of the Deitie, can no more diveft his judge-
ment, then he can his godhead; and therefore in

the third place we confider,what that committing
of judgement, which is mentioned here, imports;}
and then, to whom it is committed, to the Sonne;
| and laftly,the largenefle of that commiffion, 0mze,
| il judgement , {o that we cannot carrie our
thoughts {o high or fo farre backwards , as to
think -of any judgement given upon us in Gods
| purpofe or decree ,- without relation to Chrift;
| nor fo farre forwards, as to think there fhall be a
| judgement givenupon us,according to our good
imorall difpofitions or actions, but according to
| ourapprehenfion and imitation of Chrift. Judge-

ment is a proper and in{eparable character of God;

that is firft : the Father cannot diveft himfelf of
‘ 0 that;
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P[l.82.1.

that; that is next: the third isy that he hath com-
mitted it to another: and thenthe perfon, and that
is his delegate , his onely Sonne : and laftly, his
power is chrlallm ,and that judgement-day that
belongs to him, hath and fhall la{t from our firft
CL&lon,tlnouf’h the participation of the means
prepared by him in his Church, to our affociation
and union with. him inv glorie; and fo the whole
circle of time, and before time was, and when
time fhall' be no-more, makes up but one judge-
ment-day to 'him, to whom the Father, who
judgeth no man , hath committed all judge-
ment.

Firft then, judgement appertains to:God, it is
| his in criminall caufes.  Zindicta mibi, Vengeance

zs mine, I will yepay, [aith the Lord. Itisfo in civil |

things too; for God him{elf is proprietarie of all;
] Dommz c/l terra &+ plenitudo ¢jus, The earthuis Lhe

Lords, and all that is inand on the earth; your fil- |

ver mine, and your gold mine, fayes the Propher,

and' the beafts upon a thoufand mountains are |

mine, fayes Divid: you are the ufufructuaries of |
thun but I am proprietarie. Noattribute of God:|
is fo often iterated inthe Scriptures,uo act of God|
fo often inculcated as this judge and judgement,,
no word concerning God {o oftenrepeared:but itiss

wherewereade, God judgeth among the gods, the|
Latine Church ever read it, Dews dijudicat deos, |

God judgeth the gods t/;emﬁ’lfves for though God
fay of judges and magiftrates, Ego dixs, Dtz q/iu ;0]

have |

broughtto the hcmhr in that place of the Pfalme;,-
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| Plalme which begins fo, is concluded thus, Surze

' God himfelf it is exprefled, as akinde of rifing,as

| of the Pfalme feems to referre it to the laft judge-

have faid, Tou are gods, (and if God fay it , who
fhall gainfay it?) yet he fayestoo, Moricmin; ficut
homnes; the greateft gods uponearth dre lzke men:
and if chat be not humiliation enough , there is |
more threatned in that which follows, 7e fball fall.|
like one. of the princes ; for the fall of a prince in—i
volves the ruine of many others too, and it fills |
the world with horrour for the prefent, and domi- |
nions with difcourfe for the future: but the far-

theft of all is, Dews dijudicabit deos , even thefe

judges muft come to judgement:and therefore that

Domine, Arife O God,and judge the earth. if he have
power to judge theearth, he is God; and evenin

fome exaltation of his power, that he s to judge.
And that place in the beginning of the Pfalme,
many of the Ancients reade in the future, Dsjudi-
cabit, God fhall judge the gods; becaufe the frame

ment. Tertullian vead it Dijudicavit, as a thing
paft: God hath judged in all times,and the letter
of the text requircs it tabe in the prefent, Dijudi-
aat. Colle& all, and judgement is fo eflentiall to
God, as that it is coeternall with him: he hath, he

doth, and he will judge the world, and the judges
of the world. Qtherjudges die like men, weakly; |
and they fall ( thav is:worfe ) ignominioufly; and |
they fall like princes (that is worfe) fearfully and |
[cornfullys and when they are dead and fallen,
they rife ho more to execute judgement, but to

. T2 have|
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- ]l.we judgement executed upon them : the Lord
| dies not, he falls not; and if he feem to flumber,
| the martyrs under the altar awake him wich their

Ufque quo, Domine? How long, O Lord, before

'Jud the world, for judgement is-his. God put-
| teth downonc,and fetteth up another, fayes Da-

| vid: where hach he that powerz why, Godis the |

| Judge, not a judge, but the Judge,and 1n that right
| he puttcrh down one, and fetteth up another.

Now for- this judgement which we placc in |

| God,wemuft confiderin God three notions ,three
| apprehenfions,three kindes of judgements. Puf’r
God hath Fudicium deteftations ; God doth natu-

rally know, and therefore mmmlly deteit all evil:
for no man in the extreameft corsruption of nature
is yet fallen {o farre, as to love orapproveevil, at |
the {fame time that he knows and 3cl\nowlcdvcs it
to be cvxl But we are {o blinde in'the knowlcdge
of evil, that we needed “that great fupplement

| what was evil.  Mofcs magnifies; and juttly, the

Law; Non appropinquavits Ilycs Mnfe God came |
ot fo neare to@any nariomas to the fews: Nonza- ;
liter fecit, God dealtrnot fo well with any nation: |

| as with the Jews; and wherein? becaufe he ‘had
| giventhem a Law:and yet we {ee the greateft di-

Rom.3.20- | onitie of. this Law: robe ;that:by the “Law is the |
,knomcdgc of finrie; for thouvh by the law of na+ |
| ture written in our hearrs., there be fome' con- |

| demnation of fome finnes; Vet to know that every. |
l ﬁnuc was treafon againft God toknow: thatevery: |
finne |

thou execute judgement¢ and he will aufe and |

' and af nhm of the Law it felf tomakc s know |

| 2t R
| tion,
joit ¢
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| doth it difquiet him, or trouble his reft in heaven,

finne hath the reward of deathand eternall death
annexed to it, this knowledge we have oncly by
the Law: now if man will pretend to be a judge,
what an exact knowledge of the Law is required
at his hands! for fome things are {innes to one na- |
tion, which are not {o to another; and where the |
juft authorite of the lawfull Magiftrate changes |
the nature of the thing, that which is naturally |
indifferent, is neceflarie to them who are under
his obedience: fome things are {innes at one time,
whichare not fo aranother;asall the ceremoniall |
Law created new finnes, which were not finnes ‘
before that Law was given, nor fince it expired: |
fome things are finnes: in aman now, which will |
not be finnes in the {fame man to morrow; as when
a man hath contracted a juft {cruple againtt any
particular ation, it is a finne to do it during the
{cruplesand it may be a finne in him to omit it,
when he hath digefted the {cruple. Onely God
hach Pudicinm deteftationss, he knowsand therefore
detefts evil: and therefore flatter not thy {oul wich
a Tufh, God fees it noty or, Tufh, God caresnot;

————

that T break his' fabbath here? doth it wound: his |
bodie; or draw his bloud there, that I fwear by !
his bodie and bloud here2 doth it corrupt any. of |
bis virgins there; that I {ollicit the chaftitie-of a |
woman here 2 are his martyrs withdrawn from |
their allegeance; or retarded in their. fervice to |
him there, becaufe I dare notdefend: his caufe,nor |
fpeak for hin, nor fight for himhetes: Beloved, |
: '3 as |
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as it is a degree of fuperftition,and an cffe@ of
an' indifcreet zeal perchance; to be too forward
by making indifferent things neceffarie, and fo to |
imprint the natnre and {ting of finne, where natu-
rally it is not ( for cerrainly it is a moft flipperie
and irreligious thing to. be tooapt to call things |
meerly indifferent, and to forget that even in eat-
ing and drinking, walking and fleeping, the glorie
| of God is intermingled 5 as if we knew exaétly
| the prefence and foreknowledge of God , there |
| could be nothing contingent or cafuall ; for
though there be a contingencie in the nature of |
 the thing, yetit is certain to God) fo if we con-
| fider duely wherein the gloric of God might be
promoted in every action of ours , there could
{carce be any action {o indifferent, but that the'
elorie of God would turn the {cale, and make it
neceffarie to me at that time! buc then private in-
terefts and private relpeéts create a new indiffe-
rencie to my apprehenfion,and call me to confi-
der that thing as it is in nature,and not as it is con-
| ditioned with the circumftance of the glorie of
| God;and fo 1 lofe that judicium detefiationss,which
' onely God hath -abfolutely and petfeéily , to
| know, and thereforeto deteft evil. And fohe is |
l‘a]udgc. As he is a Judge {o, judicat rem, he
| judges' the nature of a thing; he is fo too, that he |
hath judicium difcretionss, and {o judicat perfonam: |
| he knows what is evil, and he difcerns* when |
| thou committeft that evil.” Here you are fain to |
| fupply defeéts of laws that things done in our|
| countrey |

7 —
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countrey may be tried in another; and that in of-
fences of W8h nacure, tranfinarine offences might
be enquired and tried here : but as the Prophet
fayes, Who hath meafured the waters in the hollow
of his bhand, or meted ont the heavens with 4 (panne?
who comprehended the dwft of the earth in ameafure,
orweighed the mountains in a fcale? {o I fay, Who
hath divided heaven into fhires or parifhes , or
limited the territories or jurifdictions there, that
God fhould not have and exercife jedicinm difere-
tionss , the power of difcerning all actions in all
places, when there was no more to be feen nor
confidered upon the whole earth, but the garden
of Paradife? for from the beginning; Delicie. ejus
effecum: filiss hominume, Gods delight was to be with
the fennes of menyand man was onely there, Shall
we not diminifh God or [peak too vulgarly of
him, to fay' that he hovered like a falcon over

Paradife, and that from the height of heaven the |

piercing eye of God faw fo little a thing as the
forbidden fruit, and what became of thatz'and the
reaching eare of God heard the hiffing of the
{erpent, and' the whifpering 'of the woman, and

‘what was concluded upon' thate fhall we think

it little to have feen things done in Paradife,
when there was nothing elfe to divert his eye, no-
thing elfe to- diftract his counfels , nothing clfe
done upon the face of the earth ? take the earth
now- as it isteplenifhed, and take ‘it eitheras it is
torn-and’ crumbled in rags and fhivers, not aking-
dome; not a family, not amanagreeing with h{im 3
‘ {elfs

1fa.40:12.
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 felf; or take it in thatconcord which js in it,as all
| the l\ms:s of the earth fet themfelvE8¥ad 21l the |
rulers of the earth take counfel tooether againft
the Lord; take it in this union, or thlS difunion;
in this concord ,.or this difconcord; ftill the Lord
that ficteth in the heavens difcerns all;: looks'at
all, laughs at all , and hath them in' derifton.

Earthly judges have their diftrictions,and {o their
reftrictions; {fome things they cannot know: what
mortall man canknow allz fome things theyr can-
not take knowledge of, for they are bounded : no

cloud ,no darknefle, no difgnife keeps himxfrom
dlﬁqmng and Judsmo all our actions : and fo he
isa Judge too. And he is{o laftly, ashe hath Fu.
diciwm retributionis: God knows what is evil, and
he knows when that evil is done , and he knows
how to punifh and recompenfe that evil. For the
office of a judge who judges according to-a law
being not to contract nor to  extend that law, but
to know what was the true meaning of the Taw-

| maker., when he made that law; God hath this

)udgcmcnt in perfeétion, bcxauic he himfelf made

| that Law by which he judges: ‘When he hath

| faid, Stipendium peccati mors eff, Every finne {hall

be rew arded with deach, lfI finne againft the

| Lord, who [ball intreat for me? who fhall give any

other interpretation, any modification , any Noz
obftante upon his Law in my behalf ?"when he
comes to judge me according to that Law which
| him{elf hath made, who fhall think o delude the
fju dge,and fay, bmdy \is was not the meaning of |

the

————




Law-giver, when he who is the Judge, was the
the Law-maker too.
ink And thenas God is Judge in all thefe three re-
on; fpecis, fo heis a Judge in them all Siwe appellatione,|
ord and Sine judiciis : man cannot appeal from God:|
vat God needs no evidence from man.. For the ap-
on, peal firft, to whomn fhould we appeal from the
\eir Soveraigne ¢ wrangle as long as we will; who is
Fm( chief Juftice,and which Countie hath )ml(u Ction|
afic one over anotherz I know the chief Juftice, and I
i know the Soveraigne court;the King of heaven|
ol and earth fhall {end his mwutrmw (muts his An-
ke gels, to the wombe and bowels of t pc carth, and
%, to the bofome and bottome of the fea, and carth
il and fea fhall deliver Corpus cum muﬁz,all_thc bodics
i of the dead,and all their attions,to receive ajudge-
% ment in his court; when it will be an erroncous
» and frivolousappeal to call to the hills to fall down|
7 upon us, and to the mountains to cover:and hide}

us from the wrathfull judgement of God.
‘1\1’5 He is ]udoc then , Sine appellatione , Without

|
tany appeal from h1m he is {o too Siue judic m,f
| Without any evidence fromus. Now if 1be w: 1- |
| rie in my actions here,incarnate devils, 4ctr‘cwu15g
{
|

i | and informers cannot accufe me: xfmy finne come
b not into action, but lie onely in my hea e, ‘1\ de-
y | | vil himfelf, whois the Accufer of the bret hren,
“l | hathno evidence againft me. But God knows the |
d heart: Doth uot he that pondereth the heart , un- |
' derftand it ? where it is not in that faint word |
C‘ which the vulgar edition bath expreffed it m,l
'f’ vV J'J }

|
Prov,24.12 |
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1.Cor- 44 this which follows there,in S. Paul,He that judgeth

Pil439- | S _Auguftine makes ufe of thole words, Abyfus

Sufpector cordium, that God fees the heart; but the
word is Fochen, that is, every where to weigh, to
number,to featch, to examine;as the word is ufed
by Solomon:again,The Lord weigheth the (pirits: and
it muft be a fteadie hand and exact [cales that (hall
weigh {pirits : {o though neither man nor devil,
nay, nor my felf give evidence againft me; yea,
though I know nothing by my [elf, I am not thereby
juftified. Why ¢ where is the further danger? in

( me 15 the Lord: and the Lord hath means to know
'my heart better then my felf. And therefore

aby(Jum invocat, One depth calls up another, the infl-

nite depth of my finnes muft call upon the infinite

' depth of Gods mercie: for if God who is a Judge |
| in all thefe refpects, Fudicio deteftationss (he knows |
' and abhorres evil)and Fudicio difcretionis ( he dif- |
' cerns every evil perfon and every evil action)and |
Fudicio retributionis (he can and will recompenfe |

. evil with evil)and all thefe Sine appellatione (we |
cannot appeal from him ) and Siwe judiciis ( he |
needs no evidence from us) if this Judge enter |
into judgement with me,not onely not I, but not |
the moft righteous man, nay, nor the Church, |
~whom he hath wafhed in his bloud , that fhe|
might be without {pot or wrinkle, fhall appeare
righteous in his fight. 1
This then being thus, that judgement isan 1'r1—‘I
feparable chara&er of God, and God the Father'
being Fons deitatis , the root and {pring of the

|
|

whole’

70
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i wholedeitie;how is it faid that the Fatherjudgeth
M noman® not that we fhould conceive a wearinefle
ol or retiring in the Father, or a difcharging of him-
all felf upon the fhoulders and labours of another, in
i 4 the adminiftration and judging of this wotld; for
& as it is truely faid that God refted the {eventh
o day (that is, he reﬁqd from working in that kinde,
irf ; from creating ) fo it is true that Chrift fayes here,
" My Father worketh yet, and I work; and fo it is true-
- ly faid here, The Father judgeth no mansit s truely
o4 faid by Chrift too, of the Father, I feck not mine
i own glorie , there is one that [ecketh and judgeth;
g fill it is true that God hath fudicium deteftatsonis.
i Thy eyes are pure eyes, O Lord , and cannot behold
”c! | iniquitie, {ayes the Prophet: fHll it is true that he
A% hath Judicium difcretionis 5 Becanfe they committed
g villanie in Ifracl , even I know it, [aith the Lord :
i ftill ic is true that he hath fadicium retributio-
d nisy; The Lord killeth, and maketh alives he bring-
“fe‘ eth down to the grave , and bringeth up < fill
i { it is true that he hathall thefe Sine appellationes for
4 | go to thefea, or earth, orhell,as David makes the
d | diftsibution, and God is there: and he hath them
o | Sine jwdiciis, for our witnefle is in heaven, and our |
| ? record on high. All this is undeniably true; and
dl | befides this , that great name of God by which
\ he is firft called in the Scriptures, E L o u 1m,is|

| not inconveniently derived from Elah, which is |
jurare, to fwear. Godisable as a Judge to mini- |

|'fter an oath unto us, and to draw evidence from |
our own confciences againft our f{elves: fo that
\ V2 then

John 8.5. '

Jer.29.23.

1.5am.2.6,
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| then the Fatherjudg ’cth il ,but hejudocs as God,
| and not as the Father. In the three great Judge-
| ments of God, the whole Trinitie judges. Inthe
| firft judgeme nt before all tcimes, wmch was Gods
)uum rie {eparating of veflels of honour from vef-
| {els of difhonour, in our electionand reprobation;
\11 his {econd judgement,which is in execution

| now, whichis Gods Judlciaric {eparating of fer- |

l vants from enemies, in the {eals and in the admi-
| niftration-of the C h\ iftian Church;And in the laft

| judgement, which fhall be Gods judiciarie fepara- |

'ting fheep from goats to-everlafting glorie or |

| condemnation: In all thefe three judgements all

| the three perfons of the Trinitie are Judges, Con-

o

God: but confider God in relation, in diftinét per-
’f‘o s,and fo the feverall p“rfons of the Trinitie
| do. fome things which the other perfons of the
\ Trinitie are not interefled in:the Sonne had not
| generation from himfelf, {oashe had from.the
| Father;and the holy Ghoft,as a diftinct perfon,
had noneat all; the holy Gno(’t had a proceeding

| fider God all together,and fo in all outward works |

all the Trinitie concurres, becaufe all are but one |

o |

!hum the Tuhu and the Sonne, but from the |

| Sonne a perfon , who had his generation from
?ld wther, bm not fo from the Father. Not to ftray
| into clouds or perplexities in the contuvplmon

| God, lhub the. whole Trinitie; judges {till; but |

|{oas the Sonne judgeth; the Facher Judoeth not,

ffﬂ that judgement he hath committed. That we |
gm'ly husband our houre as well,and referibe as |
1§

much |

100

tho
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'much'as'we canfor ‘our two laft con 1dexanons, '
| the:Cwiand the' Quid, To whom,and that is to the -
xSonne and what he hath commntcd and that is
| all Judoemcnt, we willnot ftand much upon this,
more nccds not then this,that God in his w1fdomc
forefecing that ‘'man by his weaknefle would not{
| be able to fertle hxmfelfupm the confideration of |
| Godand his judgements, as they are -meerly {pi- t
| ritualland hcavcnly out of his abundant good- |
nefle hath eftablithed a judgement, and oxdamcd ‘
a Judge upon earth like him{elf,and like our felves
€00 : thatas no man hath feen God, fo no man
thould go about to fee his unfearct hable decrees &
)leoemems but reft in thofe {enfible and vifible
| means which he hath afforded, that is’, Chrift
Jefus {peaking in his Church, and applying ‘his
bloud unto us in'the facraments unte the worlds
end. God might have fuffered ' Abxaham to reft |
in the firft Oenmall promife, Semen mulieris, The |
| [eed of the IV()/%.U//) 1ll érﬂzje the [erpents bead: but |

;

{ he would bring it nearer to a vifible, to a perfonall |
[ covenant, ]ﬂjcmzm tno , Inthy ﬁnd/i; il /z//mf ons |
be bleffed: he might well have lec him reft in thiat |
| appropriation of his promife to his race; but ho;
| would proceed further, and {eal it with a fenfible |
{eal in his flefh; with cireumcifion. ‘He might |
have lethim reft m that ratification that a Meffias |
! {hould come byithatway: but he would refrefh lT"

by a continuall fucceffion of Prophets till th

| Meffias fhould come.: And now that he is come

and gone, ftill God purfuesthe-fame way , How
V3 Should
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[hould they beleeve except they heare? And there-
| fore God evermore fupplies his Church with vi-
| fible and fenfible means, and knowing that the
| naturall inclination of man, who when he cannot
| have or cannot comprc:hcnd the originalland pro-
| totype,defires to fatisfie and refrefh himfelf with
a picture and reprefentation: fo,though God hath
| forbidden us that flipperie, frivolous, and dange-
| rous ufe of graven images; yet he hath afforded us
| his Sonne, who is the image of the invifible God,
| and {omore proportionall to us, more apprehen-
| fible by us: and fo this committing is no more
' butthat God (inanother form then that of God)
| hath manifefted his power of judging. And this
t committing, this manifefting , is Iz Filio, 15 his
| Sonne,

|~ But in ourentrance into the handling of this,
| we ask onely this queftion, Cui Filio? To which
| Sonne of God is this commiffion given? not that
| God hath more fonnes then one, but becaufe that
| one Sonne is his Sonne by a twofold filiation;by
| an internall and expreffible generation, and by a

| temporarie and miraculous incarnation: in which |

| of thefe rights is this commiffion derived upon |
| hime doth he judge as he is the Sonne of God,
| oras he is the fonne of man? Iam not ordinarily

et e,

bold in determining points ( efpecially if they
were fundamentall ) wherein I finde the Fachers |
among themfelves, and the School init felf; and |
revercnd Divines of the Reformation amongft |
| themfelves to differ: But yet neither am I'willing |

Iy to!
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to raife doubts, and leave the anditorie unfatisfi-
cd and unfettled. We are not upona lecture, but
upon a fermon, and therefore we will not multi-
ply varietie of opinions. Summe up the Fathers
upon one fide in S. Ambrofe mouth, and they will
fay with him,Dedit utique generando, non laygicndo,
God gave his Sonne this commiffion then, and
when was that then? then when he begat him, and
then he muft have itby his eternall generation, as
the Sonne of God. Summe up the Fachers now

on the other fide in 'S, Augwftines mouth, and |

there they will fay with him , that it is fo cleare
and fo certain, that whatfoever is faid in the Scri-
pture to be committed or given to Chrift,belongs
to Chrift as the fonne of man , and not as the
Sonne of God, as that the other opinion cannot
be maintained, and at this diftance we fhall never
bring them to meet:but take in this rule, 7udicium

convenit e nt homo, canfa ut Dessy God hath given |
this commiffion to Chrift as man;but Chrift had §

not been capable of this commiffion, if he had not
been God too:and fo it is eafily to be reconciled.
If we fhall hold fimply to the letter of the text,
Pater dedit,:hen it will feem tobe committed unto
him in his eternall generation, becaufe that was
a work of the Father onely, and in that generati-
on the holy Ghoft had no part: but fince in this
judgement which is now committed to him, the
holy Ghoft hath a part; ( for,as we faid before,
the judgement is an act of the whole Trinitic)
and that is as he is man; for, Teva Trinitas univit

humani-

Augufz.
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man, in the perfon of Chrift , was a work of the |
whole Trinitie

Taking it then fo fettled,that the capacitie of this
| judgement,and ( if we may {ay {0 ) the future ticle
, ro it, was given go him as God, by his effence, in

his uun..ll generation, by which Non vite parti- '

ceps , fed wita //.11,//‘z/z/c,r (_/i, We cannot f{ay that
Chrift hath life, but that he is Lifc, and the Life;
| for what{over the Father is,;He issexcepting one-
| ly the name and relation of Father; the capacitie,
the abilitieis in him eternally, before any imagi-
| nable, any poffible confiderarion of time. But the
| power of the actuall execution of this judgement,
which is given and'is committed,is in him as man;
becaufe,as the {fame father Lw(s Ad hominem di-
citur i\z..'/ habes quod non d(f(pzﬂl? when S. Paul

1 yes, What haft thou that thou haft not received?
| he asks that qud’uon of man; that which is recei-
. ud, is.received. as man. 101‘ Bellarmine 1n a
place where he difpofes himfelf to quarrell at
fome form of words of Calvins, though he con-
fu{\ EI’L matter to be true,and(as he callsxtthmc) |

Catholick, fayes, Effentiam gcmmm negamus, We
mnh [ethat Chrift hath not his effence from his
Father by generation.” The relation and filiation
' he hath from his: Father; he hath the name of

Lo |

humanitatens, the vpof{ aticall union of God and |

Sonne, but he hath not the execution of this |
| judger \unr by that relation, by that filiation: (il |
as he ht[u Sonne of God, hc ‘hath that capau ic;

¥as the fonne of man, .1c‘1 ith-the execution. r\nd
| therefore | k

.-
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=
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therefore Profper, that follows S. Auguftine, limits
it (perchance too narrowly ) to the fleth, to the
humanitie; Ip(a, non ipfe, erit Fudex, que (b judice
feetit; & ipfa judicabit, que judicata eff: where he
places not this judgement upon the mixt perfon
( which is the fafeft way ) of God and man, but
upon manalone. God hath appointed a day inwhich
ke will judge the world in righteou[neffe; but by
whome By that man whom he hath ordained. God
will judge fill, but ftill in Chrift: and therefore
fayes S. Auguftine upon thofe words, Arife 0 God
and judge the earth, Cui Deo dicitur, Surge , nifi ¢s
qut dormivit? What God doth David call wpon to
arifey but that Godwhe lay down to fleep in the grave?
as though he fhould fay, fayes S. Augnftine , Dor-
miviflé judicatus & terra, furge & judica terram: {o
that to collect all, though judgementbe fuch a
charatter of God as God cannot diveft;yet the
Father hath committed fuch a judgement to the
Sonneas none but he can execute.

And what is that? Omne judicium, All judgement,

A&.17.31.

Pfal.82,8.

that is, Omne imperium, omnem poteftatem: It is pre-
{ented in the name of judgement, but it involves
all. It s literally and particularly judgement in
S. fohnsy The Father hath given him authoritie to

John §.27.

execute judgement : it is extended inte power in
S. Matthew; Al power i given to me in heaven and
in earth: and it is enlarged as farrefurther,as can
be exprefled, inanother place of S. - Matthew; Al
things are delivered meofmy Father. Now all this

our Saviour Chrift Jefus exercifes either Per car-

X nem, |

| S —

Matt.28.18

Matt.x1-27 ]

RS s
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wem, orat the leaft Iz carneswhat{oever the Father
does, the Sonne does alfo 7% carne, becaufe now
there is an infeparable union between God and
humane nature: the Father creates new fouls every
day in the inanimation of children,and the Sonne
creates them with him. The Bather concurres
with all fecond caufes, as the firft moving caufe
of all in naturall things. And all this the Sonne
doth too, but this is 7 carne; though he be inour |
humane flefh, he is not the leffe able to do the acts |
belonging tothegodhead:but Per carnem, by the |
flefh inftrumentally he executes judgement, be-|
caufe he is the fonne of man. God hath been fo |
indulgent to ‘man, as that there fhould be no |
judgement given upon man , but man fhould |
give it, |

Chrift then having all judgement, or ( to re- |

| which we touched upon before, firft the judge-
| ment of our election, fevering of veffels of ho-
' nour and difhonour; next, the judgement of jufti-
| fication here, fevering friends from enemiesyand
| then the judgement of glorification, fevering the
| fheepfrom the goats rand for the firft, of our ele-
| étion, as if I wereunder the condemnation of the
Law for fome capitall offence, and going to execu-
tion, and the kings mercie expreffed in a fealed
pardon were prefented me, I fhould not ftand to
enquire what moved the king to  do-it, what he
faid to any bodie elfe, what any bodie elfe faid to»
' him, what he fawin me, or what he looked forat

frefh your memories ) thofe three judgements |
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my hands 3 but embrace that mercie cheerfully
and thankfully, and attribute it onely to his abun-
dant goodnefle: {fo when I confider my felf to
have been let fall into this world, 7z ma/fa damna-
ta,under the generall condemnation of mankinde,
and yet by the working of Gods Spirit I finde at
firft a defire, and after a modeft affurance, that I
am delivered from that condemnation; I enquire
not what God did in his bed-chamber, in his
cabinet-counfel, in his eternall decree; I know that
he hath made 7udicium electionis in Chrift Jefus;
and therefore that I may know whether 1 do not
deceive my felf, in prefuming my f{elf to be of |
that number, I come down and examine my felf,
whether I can truely tell my confcience that
Chrift Jefus died for mejwhich I cannot doy if 1
have not adefire and endeavour to conform my
{elf unto him: and if I do that, there I'finde my
predeftination, I am a Chriftian , and I will not
offer before my mafter Chrift Jefus : T cannot be
faved before there wasa Saviour;in Chrift Jefus
is ommne judicium, all judgement;and therefore the
judgementof election, the firft {fepararing of vef-
fels of honour and difhonour, ineleéion and re-
probation, was Jefus Chrift.

Much more evidently is the fecond judgement
of our juftification, by means ordained in the |
Chriftian Church, the judgement of Chrift. It
is the Gofpel of Chrift which is preached unto
you there, ‘it is the bloud of Chrift which is pre-
fented unto you there; there is no other name

X 2 given
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Apoc.1.7.

given under heaven whereby you may be faved,

‘| there are no other means given wherein falvation

fhould be applied in his name, but thofe which
he hath infticuted in his Chutch: {o-that when I
come ro the {econd judgement, to trie whether I
ftand juftified in the fight of God orno, I come

I remember what I contracted with Chrift Jefus,
when I took the name of a Chriftian at my en-
tranceinto the Church' by Baptifme ¢ do I finde
that I'have endeavoured to perform thofe conditi-
ons? do I finde remorfe when I'have not perform-
ed thems do I feek the meflage of remiffion of
finnes, from the mouth of his minifter? have [ a
true and found confolation without fhift, or dif-
guife,or flartering of my confcience,when I receive
the feal of his pardonin the [acrament? Beloved,
not in any morall integritie, not in keeping the
confcience of an honeft man in generall, but in
ufing well the means ordained by Chrift in-the
Chriftian Church, am I juftified: and therefore
| this judgement of juftification ¢s his too.

| And then the third and laft judgement, which
is the judgement.of glorification , that is-eafily
agreed by all , that it appertains to Chrift. Idem

to judgement : Videbunt quem pupugerunt. Every
eye fball (ee him and they alfowhich pierced him. Then
the fonne of man thall come in glorie,& he as man
fhall give the judgement for things done or omit-
lted towards- him as man, fornot feeding, for not

clothing

for that judgement to Chrift in his Church. Do .

Jefus, The fame Jefus that afcended, fhall come |
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clothing, for not harbouring, for not vifiting. The
fumme of all is,that this is the overflowing good-
nefle of God, that he deals with man by the fonne
of man, and that he hath {o givenall judgement
to the Sonne, as that if you would be tried by the
firft judgement, Are you elected orno¢ the iffue
is, doyoubeleeve in Chrift, or no? if you would
be tried by the [econd judgement, Are you juftifi-
ed, or nozthe iflue is, do you finde comfort in the
application of the word and facraments of Chrift
Jefus, orno¢ If you would be tried by the third
judgement, Do you expect a glorification or no?
the iffucis, are you {o reconciled to Chrift Jefus
now by heartie repentance for finnés paft, and by
a deteftation of occafions of futute finnes , that

you durft welcome that Angel that fhould come at
this time, and {wear that time thould be no more,
that your tran{migration out of this world fhould
be this minute, and that this minute you could fay .
unteignedly and effectually , #eni Domine Jefi,
Come Lord Fefus, come quickly, come now ? If this
be your ftate , then are you partakers of all that
bleflednefle which the Father intended to you,
when for your fakes he committed all judgement
to the Sonne.

FINIS.).
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I judge no man,

fezoyetvei) He rivers of Paradife did not all
\ 175 runne one way,and yet they flowed
J| from one head. The fentences of]
¥ the Scripture flow all from one

S gkg head, from the holy Ghotft, and yet
| they feem to prefent divers {enfes,and to admit
divers interpretations: in {uch an appearance doth

the text differ from that which I handled in the
morning. And as heretofore Ifound it an ufuall
and acceptable labour , to employ our evening
exercifes upon the vindicating of fuch places of
Scripture,, as our adwverfaries of the Romane
Church had detorted in fome points of contro-
verfie between them and us, and reftoring thofe
places to their true fenfe(which courfe I held con-

ftantly for one whole yeare) fo I think it an ufuall ’
and acceptable labour now, to employ for a time

thefe evening exercifes, to reconcile fome fuch
places of Scripture as may acfirft fight feem to

differ one from another. In the morning we faw
| . p s how i

|
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how Chrift judged all;now we are to fee how he
judgeth none, 7 judge no man.

To come thento thefe prefent words, here we
have the fame perfon Chrift Jefus; and hath he
not the {ame office ¢ is not he Judge ¢ certainly
though he retain all his other offices; though he
be the Redeemer,and hath fhed bloud, in value
fatisfactorie for all our finnes; though he be our
Advocateand plead for us in heaven,and prefent
| our evidence to that kingdome , written in his
| bloud, fealed in his wounds: yet if he be not our
| Judge, we cannot ftand in judgement. Shall he be
| our Judge, and is he not our Judge yetz long be-|
fore we were, he was our Judge, at the feparation
|lof the ele and reprobate in” Gods eternall de-
'crée:r was he out Judge then, and is he-not {till? |
' ftill he is prefent in his Church, and cleares us in
' all fcruples, rectifies usin all errours, ereétsus in |
| all dejections of {pirit, pronounces peace and re- |

conciliation in all apprehenfions ‘of .his judge- |

“ments, by his word,by his {acraments: was he,and |
is he, and fhall he not be our Judge ftille 7 am |

[uure my Redemer Liveth, and he [ball fland.ar the laft |
day ow the earth; {o that Chrift Jefus isthe fame to |

day,and yefterday,and for ever, before the world |

| began, and world without end; ficut erat in princi-|
| pio, as he was in the beginning, he is, and fhall be|
ever our Judge: 3

So that then thele words are not de tempore, but |

de modo : there was never any time when Chrift|

was not Judge;but there' were fome manner of |

judge-1-
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Whe !;udoements which Chrift did never exercife.
66, | And Chrift had no commiffion which he did not
ks execute, for he did all his Fathers will. Firft, 7z
i [Z’m/zzrlbw, inciviland criminall bufinefles xyhxch
ry belong meerly to the judicature and cognifunce
e | of the world, Judicat neminem, Chrift judges no
heiid man. Secondly, Secundum carnem, {0 as they to |
e | whom Chrift {poke this, who judged ( as himfelf &
‘1‘”“; (ayes here) according to flcfhly affcétions, Judicat |
n his | neminem, He judges no man. And thirdly; 44
L.90F} internecionem , {o as that upon that judgement a
he bc’ man fhould defpair of any reconciliation, any: re-
gbe-i | dintegration with God ag:in,and be without hope "
“10“ ; of pardon or remiffion of finnes in this world , 7w~
J d@’! dicat neminem, He judges no man. Firft, Chrift
fillz | | ufurps upon no mans jurifdictions ; that were
s | | againft juftice. Secondly , he imputes no falfe
us i things to any man; that were againft charitie.
die-) | 5 Thudly, Chrift induces no man to defperation;-
idge- | that wereagain(t faith: and againft juftice, againft
eand | | charirie, a ’amﬂ faith, }mdzmt neminem.
1w b e Firft then Chrift judges not in fecular judge- I Part,
2 | ments, and we note his abfence therein, firft in
1€ 10 ! civil matters. 'When one of the compame faid
orld ! unto him, aafter, bid my brother divide the inheri-
rini- tance with me, (asS. Auguﬂme fayes) the partie
I1 be| | thought his caule to be ju t,and he thonghe Chrift
| to bea cor npetent Judge in the caufe; yet Chrift|
bt | declines the)udaemcnt difavows the authoritie, | f
hrift| and he anfwers, Homo, quis me Cdllﬂlilllf]ﬂdloé’l(ﬂ? Luk.12.14.
f Of

2 generally

‘ Man, who mm’e me 4 judge between you two? That
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generall which we had in the morning, omne ju-
dicium, The Sonne hathall judgement, here is an
exception of the fame Judges making:. for in fe-
cular judgement Nemo conflitusit, He had no-com--
miflion; and therefore 7udicat neminem, He judges
no man: he forbore in civil ,he forbore in crimi-
nall matters too. For when the woman taken- in
adulterie was brought before him, he condemned
her not: he undertook no office of a Judge, but of
afweet and {pirituall counfellour, Go and finne no
more, for this was his element; his tribunall..

pregnant negative, Quis me conftituit judicems? may
not.we fay fo too , to his pretended Vicar the
Bithop of Rome? Quis rez-Who made you a judge
of kings, and that you fhould- depofe them in cri-
minall caufes ?or who made you proprietour of -
kingdomes, that you.fhould-difpofe of them as
of civilinheritance? whemto countenance fuch a-
pretence, they detort places of Scripture not one- -
ly perverily, but fenfelefly, blafphemoufly ,and |
ridiculoufly ( as ridiculoufly as intheir pafquils) |
when inanundi{creet thamelelnefle, to make their
power greater then it is; they make their fauls
greaterthen it is too, and fill cheir hiftories with |
kings depofed by-Popes,which in truth were not l
depofed by them (forin that they are more inno-/

cent them they confefle thiemfelves ) when {fome
s of theirauthours fay that the Primitive Church
abftained from depofing of the Emperours, onely
becaule fhe was not ftrong enough to do .it;. when
' fome:
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JHtnit? Who made youa judge of all this? if they
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fome of them fay-that all the Chriftian kingdomes -
of the earth may fall into the Church of Rome
by faults in thele princes; when fome of them fay
thatde fac¥o the Pope hath-alreadie a good titleto
every Chriftian kingdome; when-{fome of them
fay the world will never-be well governed till
the Pope himfelf puts himfelf in poffeffion of all
(all which feverall. propofitions arc in feverall
authours of good reputation amongtt them-) will
ke net endure Chrifts own queftion, Qués te con-

fay Chrift did, did he it in hisdorine# itis hard
to pretend that: for fuchan inftitutionas that muft
have very cleare, very- pregnant words to carrie
it. Did hedo/itby his example and practife ¢ we
fee he abftained in civil , he abftained incriminall

Chrift did exercife judiciarie-authoritie, when he

|
|

|
|

whipt merchants out of the temple, when he cur.
fed the fig-tree;and damnified the: owner thereof; |
when he deftroyed the herd of {wine (forthere,
fay they,the devil was but the executioner, Chrift
was the Judge) to all thefe and fuch asthefe,, it is

caufes. When they come to their laft fhife, thac |

enough'to fay all thefer were miraculous and not
ordinarie:and though it might feemrhalfamiracle, |

‘ how that Bifthops fhould exercife fo much autho- |

|

ritie as he hath:done, over the world; yet when|
we look nearer; and fee his means that he hath |
doneall this by,by maflacres, & that of millions, !
by withdrawing fubjecs from their allegeance,by:|
affaffinating.and ‘murdering of princesy when we|
Pt know ¥
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| no other power then was ordinarie in Chrift, and

{o excrcifed by Chrift; and {0 Fudicat neminem,

In {ecular judgement Chrift judgés no man; and

therefore that Bifhop, as his Vicar, fhould not.
Secondly, Chrift judgesno manby calumnic,

by imputing or laying falfe afperfions upon him,

| nor true things extrajudicially: for that is a degree

of calumnie,and {lander, and detraction, (o large a
field, as that we may fight out the laft drop of our
bloud, preachout the laft ga{p of our breath, be-
fore we overcome it.  Thofe to whom Chrift
{poke here, were fuch as gave perverfe judge-
mentsyand calumniated the cenfures upon him;
and {o he judges noman: we need not infift upon
that, for it is weanifefte vernm : but that we may
fee our danger and our dutie , what calumnie is,
and fee how to avoid it actively, and how to bear
it paffively, I muft by your leave flop a little up-

When we would prefent to you that monfter,

lander and calumnie, though it be hard to bring |
it within any compafleof a divifion, yet to take |

the largenefle of the School, and fay that every
calumnie is either dirc& or-indireét , that will

comprehend all; and then a dire¢t calumnie Wﬂlf

have three branches; Eitherto lay a filfe and un- |
juftimputation;Or elfe to aggravate a juft isputa- |
tion with' unneceflaric, bur heavie circumftances;
Or

| a——
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know that miracles are without means, and we [ee '
the means of his proceedings, the miracle ceafeth: |
howfoever that Bithop,as Chrifts Vicar, can claim |
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| Or thirdly,to reveal a fault which in it {¢1f was
| {ecret,and Iby no dutie bound to difcover it. And
| then the indirect calumnie will have three branch-
| €5 t00; Eicher to deny expreflely fome good thar |
ts 10 another;Or to {mother it in filence,when my

| teftimonie were due ro him, and might advantage |
him; Or laftly,to diminith his good parts,and fay |
they are well, but not fuch as'the world efteems

R s ——

them to be. Collect them again ( for that is all
we are able to do)that he is a dire¢t calumniatour, !
| that imputes a falfe crime, that aggravateth a truc E
cryme, that difcovers any crime extrajudicially; |
That he is an indire¢t calumniatour | that denies |
another mans fufficiencies,that conceals them,that |
diminifhes them., Take infome of S. Bernards ex- |
amples of thefe rulés, that it is'a calumnie to fay, f
Doleo wehementer, I am {orie at the Heare for {uch f
a man, becaufe I love him, but I would never |
| draw him from fuch and fuch vice; or to fay, Per'
me nunguam innotuiffet I thould never have f poken '
of ity yet finceall the world talks of it the truth
- maft not be difgui{ed; and {o take occafion to dif-
cover a fault which no bodie knew bei}arejand
thereby, as the fame Father{ayes, Cum aravamine
&r tarditate argreds maledichionem | to cut a ‘mans
throat gravely'and {oberly, and fo much the more
perlwalively, becaufe he feems and pretendsto do
it all againf¥ his will. - This being the rule, and

»

‘this being the example, who amongft us1s free
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*;{ from the paﬂivc calumnie ¢ whom among{t us
| hath not {ome otherman calumniated? nay, who 1
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Pl 50.30

Phl, 53.5.

| ds free from the ative part? which of us hathnot

in fome of thefe degrees calumniated fome
other?

But thofe of whom Chrift makes this exception
here, that he judges no man as they judge, were
fuch calumniatours as David {peaks of, Sedens
adver[us frasrem tuwm loquebaris, Thos [ateft and
[pakeftagainft thy neighbour: as S. Auguftine notes
upon that place, Noz tranfitorié, non [urreptionis
pafSione, [ed quafi ad hoc vacans ; Not by chance
and unawares, not in paffion, becaufe he had of-
fended thee ; not for companic, becaufe thou
wouldft be of their mindes, but as though thy
profeflion would bear thee out in it, to leave the
caufe, and lay an afperfion upon the perfon, fo
thou art a.calumoiatour. They ear up my people like
bread, as David {ayes in Gods perfon: and upon
thofe words of the fame Prophet, {ayes the fame
Father, De ceteris, When we eat of any thingelfc,
we tafte of this difh, and we tafte of that. Non
| femper hoc olus, {ayes:he; We do notalwayes eat
 of one fallet, one meat, one kinde of fruit; f¢d
[emper paunem 5 whatfoever we eat elfe, we cat
bread: how{oeverthey employed their thoughts
or their wits otherwife, it was ever one exercife
of them to calumniate Chrift Jefus. And in that
kinde of calumnie, which is the bittereft of all,

they abounded moft, which is,in fcornand derifi-
on. David and Feb, who were flander-preof in
a good meafure, yet.every where complain paffi-
onately , that they were made a fcorn, that the

wits
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fools and children of fools derided them: and
when Sanl was in his laft, but worft agenie, and
had abandoned himfelf to a prefent death , and

prayed his armour-bearer to kill him, it was not
becaufe the uncircumcifed thould not kill him,for
he defired death, and he had their deadly arrows
alreadiein his bofome; but it was (as it is expref~
{ed there) left the uncircumcifed thould come and
abufe him;he was afraid of {corn, when he had bur
a few minutes of life. Since then Chrift judgeth
no man,as theydid, Secundum carnem, neither Se-
cundum carnem ejus , according to the outward
appearance (. for they thought no better of Chrift
then he feemed te be( as {ome Fathers take that
phrafe)Nec (ecundum carnem fsam,nor according to
his own flefhly paflions, as fome others take it;

"| judge not you neither. Firft, Fudge not that ye be

not judged, that is, (as Ambrefe interprets it well

| enough ) Nolite judicare de judiciis Dez,When you

fee Gods,judgements fall upon a man,do not you
judge that that man finned more then you; when

you [ee another man born blinde,do notyou think

that he or his father had finned, and that you are
onely derived from a pure generation ; efpecially
Nonmaledicas [wrdo, Speak not evil-of the deaf that
heares not, that is, as Gregorie interprets it (if not
literally, yet appliably and ufefully) Calumniate
not him whois abfent,and cannot defend himfelf.
It is-the devils office tobe Accufator fratram: and

though God.do not fay in the Law, No# erit, yet
he

' wits made libels, that drunkards.fung fongs, that|

Matc7.1.

Levyg.ag.
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Pro; 2513,

2.5am.12.5.

he fayes, Non eris criminator 3 It is not plainly,
There [hall be no informer :. for as we difpute, and
for the moft part affirm in the School, that though
we could , we may deftroy no entire fpecies of
the creatures which God made at firft, though it
were atiger or a viper,. becaufe this were to take
one link of Gods chain out of the world; fo fuch
vermin as informers, may not for fome good ufe
that is of them be taken away : though it be not,
Non erit , There [hall be none 5 yet it is at leaft by
way of good counfel to thee, Now erss, Thou fhale
not be the man, thou fhalt not be the informer :
and for refifting thofe that are, we are bound, not
onely not to burn our neighbours houfe, but to
help him, if cafually his houfe fall on fire : we are |
bound , where we have authoritie, to ftop the
mouthes of other calumniatours; where we have

no authoritie, yet ( fince s the northwinde driveth |
| away rain, (5 an angric countenance driveth away &
| backbiting tongue) at leaft to deal fo witha libeller,

| witha calumniatour: for he that looks pleafantly, |
'and hearkens willingly to one libell , makes an- |
~other, occafions a fecond.  Alwayes remember|
' Davids cafe, when hie thought he had been giving:
judgement againft®another, he was more fevere,
. more heavie then the law:admitted:the Law was,
that he that had ftolen the fheep; fhould reftore
fourefolds 4nd Davids anger was kindled, {ayesthe
text, and he (wore, As the Lord liveth; that man’
[ball reftore fowrefold : Et filins mortss, and he fhall|
{urely die. 0 judisis efflucntem juftitiam! O fupera-]

bundant]
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bundant and overflowing juftice, when we judge
another in paffion! But this'is Fudicium [ecundum
carne, according to which Chrift judgech no man:
for Chrift is Love, and that #on cogitat malum,
Love thinks no evil any way; the charitable man
neither meditatesevil againft another,nor beleeves
eafily any evil to be in another, though it be told
him.

Laftly, Chrift judgeth'no man 4dinternecionem,
he judges no man {o in this world, as togive a fi-
nall condemnation upon him here; thereis no er-
rour in any of his judgements, but thereis an
appeal from all his judgements in this world,
there is a verdi¢t againft every man; every man
may finde his cafe recorded, and his finne con-
demned in the Law; and in the Prophets there is
a verdic, but before judgement God would have
every manfaved by his beok, by the apprehenfi-
onand application of the gracious promifes of the
Gofpel to his cafe , and his confcience. Chrift
judgeth no man fo as that he thould fee no remedie
but to curfe Godand die, nor {o as that he thould
fay his finne were greater then God could forgive:
For God [ent not his Sonne into the worldto condemne
the world, but that the world throngh him might be

faved,

Do not then give malicious evidence againft
thy felf, do not weaken the merit, nor leflen the |
value of the bloud of thy Saviour, as though thy |
finne were greater then itis. Doth God defire

1.Cor.13.5.

‘thy bloud now,when he hath abundantly fatisfied
{ 12 his !

John 3.17.
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Matt,16.18

1 his jultice with the bloud of his Sonne for tlee?

what haft thoudone ¢ haft thou come hypocriti-
cally to this place, upon collaterall reafons, and
not upon the direct fervice of God, not for love
of information or reformation of thy felf? if that
be thy cafe, yet,lf% man will heare my word, fayes
Chrift, and beleeve it-nor , I judge him pot , he
hathone that judgeth him ; and who is that ¢ The
word that I have [poken, the [ame [ball judge him :
it fhall, but when? 1#.fhall judge him, {ayes Chrift,
at the laft day: for till:the laft day, the day of his
death, no man s paft recoverie,no mans falvation
is impoffible. Haft thou gone further then this?
haft thou committed fcruples of diffidence and
diftruft of Gods mercie, and {o tafted of the lees
of defperation? Itis-true, Perpetrare flagitinm, eft
mors animas [ed de[perare,eft defcenfus ad infeross In
every finnethy [oul dies, bus in defperation it defcends
into hell: But yet,.Porte inferi non prevalebunt, The
| gates of bell (ball not prevail againft thee. Affift thy
| felf’; argue thine own' cafe ; defperation it felf |
'may be without infidelitie , defperation as well
‘as hope is: rooted'in-the defire of happineffe.
' Defperation proceeds: out of a fear of God, and
| horrour of finne :- defperation: may confift: with
| faith thus farre, that a man may have a true and
| faithfull opinion in-the generall;. that there is re- |
 miffion of finnes tobe had inthe Church, and yer |
“have a corrupt imagination in the particular, that |
‘torhim in this finfull eftate that he isin, this remif- |
fion of-finnes {hall not be applied ; fothat the
" refolu-
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refolution of the School is good, Defperatio poreft
¢ffe ex [olo exce(fu boni 5- Defperation may preceed
out of exceffe of that which is good in it [elf, from
any - exceflive over-fearing of Gods juftice, from
an exceflive over-hating thine own finnes. E# wir-
tute quis male wtitwr?” can any manmake fo4llufe
of fo great vertuesas the fear of God-and hatred
of finnez yes, they may : fo forwarda weed is
finne, as-that it can {pring out of any root: and

therefore ifit have done {o inthiece,and thou there~ |
by haft made thy cafe the harder, yet know ftill, |

that 0bjectum. (pei eft ardunm & pofsibile; The true
object of hope is that which is hard to come by,
yet poffible to come by.- And therefore as David
[aid, By my. God have I leapt over the wall ,fo by thy

Godthou muft break through the wall; through:|-

this wall of obduration which thou thy felf haft
begun to build about thy felf. Feather thy wings:
againy which even the flames of hell have touched
in-thefe beginnings of defperation; feather them
again with: this text, Neminem judicat, Chrift
judgeth nomanfo asa defperate man judges him.-
{elf: donot make thy felf beleeve that thou haft

{inned againft'the holy Ghoft, forthisis the nea-
reft ‘ftep thou  haft made unto it,. to think that |
thou haft done it: walk in that field, in the Scri- |
ptures of God, and" from the firft flower at the |
entrance, the flower of Paradile, Semen mulieris; !
the generall promife that the feed of the woman !
fhould bruife the ferpents head, to the laft word*
of that Meflias upon the croflc, Confummatum eft;
Z-3 that '

2.5am.33, |

30.
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- that all that was promifed for us,is now perform-
| ed;and from the firft to the laft thou fhalt finde
the favour of life inall thofe flowers: walk over the
| fame alley again, and confider the firft man Adam
in the beginning , who. involved thee in originall
finne, and the thief upon the crofle, who- had con-
tinued: inactuall finnes all his life, and [ealed all
with the finne of reviling Chrift himfelf, and a
little before his expiration, and yet recovered
Paradife that day; and fee if thou canft make any
fhift to exclude thy felf. Receive the fragrancie
of all thefe cordialls, Vivit Dominus, Asthe Lord
liveth, I would not the death of a finner; Quando-
cunque, At what time foever a [inner repenteth , and
of this text , Neminem judicar, Chrift judgeth no
man te deftruction here;and if thou finde afterall
| thefe antidotes a {ufpicious aire,a fufpicious work-
 ing in that Impofsibile eft , that it is impofiible for
them who were once calightened,if they fall away, to
| renew them again by repentance; {prinkle upon that
wormwood of Zmpofsibileeff ,that Manna of Quo-
rum yemiferitis, Whofe finnes ye remit, they are re-
mittedyand thenit will have another tafte of thee,
and then thou wilt fee that that impofiibilitic
lies onely upon them who are utterly fallenaway
into an abfolute apoftafie and infidelitie that make
amock of Chrift,and crucifie him again,as it is
exprefled there; who undervalue and defpite the
Church of God, and thofe means which Chrift
Jefus hath inftituted in his’ Church for renewing |
Lof fuch as are fallen. To fuch it is impoﬁiblg,‘

becaufe|
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becaufe there are no other ordinarie means pofl
fible:but that is not thy cafe, thy cafe is onely a
doubt that thofe means that are fhallnot be appli.
ed tothee. And even that is a {lipperie ftate, to
doubt of the mercie of God to thee in particular:
this goes fo neare'making thy finne greater then
Gods mercie, as that it makes thy finne greater
then dayly adulteries, dayly murders, dayly blaf-
pheming, dayly profaning of the {abbath could
have done.  And theugh thou’ canft'never make
that true in thislife ; that thy finnes are greater
then God can forgive; yet thisis a way to make
them greater then God will forgive.

Now to collect both our exercifes; and ‘to con-

judgeth no-man; he claims all judgement, and he
difavows all judgement; & they confilt well toge-
ther. He was at our creation; but that was not his
firft {cene. Thedrians,though they fay, Erat quando
#on erat, Therewas a time 'when Chrift was not,
(intimating thathe had a beginning, and therefore
was a creature) yet they will allow thae he was

at ours. But he was infinite genefations before that,
in the bofome of his Father, at our election; and
theré in him was executed the firlt judgement of
feparating thofe which were his; the ele&t from
the reprobate: And then he knows who are his
by that firft judgement,and {o comes to hisfecond
judgement; to feal all thofe inthe vifible Church

with the outward mark-of his Baptifme,and the

jeét both textsy Chrift judgeth all menyand Chrift |

created before the generall creatiofy and{o affifted |

inward
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, inward mark of his Spirit. - And thofe whom he’
calls {o, he juttifies, fanétifies, and brings them to
this third judgement, toan eftablifhed and perpe-
tuall glorysand fo all judgement is his. But then
to judge out of humane affe@ions and paffions, by
detra¢tion and calumnie, as they did to whom he
{pake at this time, {o he judgeth no man,{o he de-
niethjudgement.To ufurp upon this juri{diction of
others, or to exercife any other judgement then
was_in his commiffion , as his pretended Vicar
does , fo. he judges no man , fo he difavows all
judgement:to-judge fo as that our condemnation
may be irremediable in this life , {o hejudgeth no
man, fo he forfweares all judgement. 4s I live,{aith
the Lord of hofts, and, 4s I have died, faith the
Lord Jefus, I judge none. Acknowledge his firft
judgement,thy election in him; cherifh his fecond
judgement, thy juftification by him; breathe and
pant after the third judgement, thy crown of
glorie for him:intend not upon theright of other
men, which is the firft; defame not, calumniate
not other men, which is the fecond; lay not the
| name of reprobate in this life uponany man,which
is the third judgement that Chrift difavews here;
and then thou fhalt have well underftood and well
practifed both thefe texts, The Father hath commsit.-
ted all jwdgement to the Sonne,and yet The Sonne
judgesh no max.

FINTITS,
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