AGRICULTURAL EDUCATION FOR THE RURAL DISTRICTS,

Synopsis of
Address of Seaman A, Xnapp of tke

U, 8, Bepartment of Agriculture,

In & narrow way this topic may be limited to the kind of
husbandry that should be taught the rural m sses, and how to
sugccessfully teach it. In 8 broader way it may include the lines
of education most helpful to the toilers upon the farms, and

how to convey this instruction so successfully tha it will
transforn am enrich rursl life.  We shall discuss
mainly tleng these hroader lines. Pirst, however, let us oute
line some of the more salient rural conditions as compared
with citien:

lst. There is a much lower earning capacity of the rural
toiler than of him equal in the city and & consequent dissatis=
faction upon the part of the farm wage-eurner.

2d. There is a lower and more hazardous return from farm
investments than from those in nuhmereial or transportaticn
lines and a consequent disinclination to held country property.

3d. In the past half century rural improvements have not
kept pace with civie, and social conditions upon our forms have
declined by the removal of many old and cultured families %o ths

city. The progress of our ocities has been so phenomenal that
-]



they have attracted people of education and refinement to the
detriment of the country, and it has espeoially lured the
brainy youths of the farm with the visions of becoming captains
of.inauatryL

4th. There has been a gradual increase of tenant farming,
%111 it now represents sbout 40% of the total, snd the marvelous
advance of cities in population, wealth and political power is
part of the current history whiech indicates radical changes in
our commonwealth not gratifying to lovers of a broad liverty.

8th. From the standpoint of the statesman, our large cities
are danger places on the map of our republic. sau-g?quwyn =
costly that only the rich can own them. The peor, and event those
of considerable earning power, are tenants at will. The induge

trial enterprises are vast and it requires enormous wealth to
handle them. Xach supports an army of employes, all dsptndent
upon a managing will. In several of our largest cities there is
a large number of men so completely dependent for a day's toil
that they are compelled to cast their votes for a job, and there
~ are as many more who are unavoidably influenced by their jobs.
There are alse, where great numbers are aggregated, a mass
leadership regardless of wealth. Generally this represents
organized and predatory poverty. It matters not that the Prog=-
perity in cities, so far as it relates to the masses, is il-
lusery; it attracts, it allures.

Many and radical reforms must be worked out before ideal
conditions can be established gemerally in the country.
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(1) A muoh larger per cent. of the farmers and their
families must be broadly educmted and of high character,

- {2) The farm lands must be so improved and managed as to
yield & more certain and profitadle return for labor expended,
and afford greater profit for the toiler than employment in the
eity.

(3) The farm improvements must be durable, suited to the
requirements of the farm, convenient and attractive,

(4) Churches, schools, mesns of communication, social con-
ditions and opportunities for actumulating wealth and for civia
preferment for the masses in the country mt M a5 go L
better than, those in the city. ‘

The methods to accomplish this rural reform ware outlined

by him as follows:

The first step to be inaugurated among the people is the
Faymers' Co-operative Demonstration Work of the United States
Department of Agrisulture, by which the elemert ary lessons in
agriculture are taught directly to the farmers and their methods
improved, so that they are able to realize two, three and four-
fold the results now obtained by them. Through this inorease
of income the people of the rural districts are able to improve
their homes and to pay expenses incident to a higher eivilsaticn.
Bvory upward step, whether in city or country, costs something.,
No great advances can be made unless this added cost be provided
for. Through this instrumentality the homes of our rural Popu-
lation will be greatly improved,



The second great step in the rural uplift the speaker oute
lines is the consolidation of the rural schools. The neighbar=
heod school is simply adapted to a people in a very elementary
oonditionsof soclety. It is simply a kindergarten schoul, but
whon to0 many branches demanded by modern conﬁitian¥ are thrust
upon them they are totally unsuited to meet the requirements of
the peeple. It is better for pavents to send their echildren a
greater distance and have a real country school, properly e-
quipped and graded so as to meet all the requirements of rural
sducation., In such schools agriculture should be an important
line of education. However, even in such schools it is out of ,
the question to teach all that relates to agrioulture and a mise
take to attempt it. The present curriculum whieh has been worked

out with sush eare should not be so disturbed as to injegt into
it courses of study that must gradually weaken the instruetion
now given. The public demand for agriculture Ins msde this
errer, a lack of definiteness. It would have been much better
had legislatures simply demanded the teaching of two or tiree
things which are universally required and which would have given
some greatly needed information te the people. Instead of agrie
culture, should be substituted the vegetable and fruit garden,
the cow and her products and poultry. These three lines of in-
struction would give definiteness to what is required. As it
is now the teachers are perfectly at sea and there will bhe m

attempt to teach most everything from pure science related
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remotely to agrioulture te the purely mechanicel metheds of the
farm., In the family vegetable and frult garden would de ine
eluded all the instruction in seil, in sesd selection, how
Plants feed and how they grow, and in methods of oultivation
necessary for the rurel town and for the country in an elementary
way, Practical lessons about the cow and her products and
poultry would give the kind of knowledge required in every
household in regard to suoh comion food supplies as milk, eggs,
voarl, beef and the flesh of fowls; how to produce them seonom=
ienlly; their walue, and the offices they parform in the human
system, Instruction of this character is a:umg ﬁhu m ﬂ _
peeple’s daily necessitids and gives the kind &i‘ Imew‘ltm ra-
quired by the voiling rasses. There is little danger of tesche
ing incerreet theories or methods upon these subjeois heomuse
the obhject lessons are at hand for correction. In most sechools
it would be better e give instruction in only one of these at
& time, commencing first with the market garden, sscondly,
poultry, and third, :tht cow and her products. ¥No one should be
considered educated whe is ignorant of the scononiec produetiom
of thewre, and their great value in the focd supplies that nmust
form one of the chief sources of sustenance for the humen race.
Inptruction in these branches could be given as well by
women tosnchers as by men, In nearly every school district one
or more model gardens could be established among the patrons
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of the school and in most districts some énm could be induced
to purchase a better cow and improved poultry, and keep their
records for the school. Ask the pupils to bring samples of
their gardens, of their cows and poultry one day during each
school term. Call it Agricultural Day, and invite the parents.
The Parmers' Cooperative demonstration Work or the College of
Agriculture in each state could assist by furnishing printed
instructions.

One of the greatest forces in education is to get the
people to aompare/égii;redumta and realize that there is a
method that will produce better results. ; A\

Upon this plan every school taiﬁhar'wili‘ﬁﬁagmo ngwgaﬁcutor
net only of the éhiidran but of the adult population of the
district.

The Furmnfs' Cooperative Demonstration Work of the United
States Depariment of Agriculture and the State Colleges of
Agriculture gould furanish instructions and thus assist.In the
teaching of agriculture it is not so much books that are re-
quired as an awakened inquiry upen the part of pupils and
patrons. Object lessons and competitive exhibits, with proper
direction by the teacher, W 11 do more than books.

Public opinion is that power in civilization which regulates
and controls matters beyond the realm of law and it is Justzas
important that this should be framed upon a conservative and
wise basis looking to the greatest good to the greatest number



a8 that laws shall be enacted of the same ocharacter.

At present there iz little real eountry public opinion.

It is mainly a modified town opinion, collectsd on streets and
in storex and taken home by each farmer as he returns from &
woakly visit to his market town.

To have a true rural publie opinion there must be real
rural society. Sound public opinion ecan not be imported; it
must be made on the spet and for the purpose.

The home, the school and the church are the three great
forces upon which we must depend for the establishment of
society, and the dreation of a true public opinion in the country
and the finel readjustment of rural life. The ﬁhﬂiﬁ‘fﬁykhl are
ever present and ﬁll-ponnrful it united and can make & true
rural public opinion with potential forces to control conditions
in the country.

Another ecurse emphasized is the organization of boys' and
girls' clubs with the object of working out at their homes in the
garden and on the farm the lessons inculéated st the sfhools.

Great emphasis should be placed om the means of teaching
thﬁ dignity of labor, the value of thrift, the giving to the
young a larger measure of common sense by causing them to be
more familiar with the common things of their environment.
Special value should be placed on the importence in a republic
of the ownership of small farms. There are two ways to leok at

a small farm, One is the common way, that it is a Place to
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make a living and rather a hard place and should be sold soon

as anything better can be found, The other is that the owners
ship of land is & mark of honor; that a patent to land is a title
%0 nobility and right of sovereignty. The ownership rust be
complete, subjeet only to the Glate, ©» that each proprietor

is the independent sovereign of a portion of the United Btates.
That the final power through the ballot to control the local
eounty, state and national governments is a position of great
dignity and power,

I have tried to make clear the importance of an education
in cormon things for common people as opposed to the exceptional
and the remote and the ordinary. If we hnwhﬂﬁ#?iiﬂigifﬁikiti%. :
essary to become perfect in the knowledge of one country, let
that country be our gwn. Study the history, the language, the
8011, the elimete, the animals, the birds, the plants and all
the conditions that make for the home success snd comfort, If
8till there be inelination, leisure and means, then extend the
raessarches inte foreign lands. We are on the wrong line, We
have tried to master ancient history without knowing modern,

We have tried to translate the claessics and have failed for lack
of English. A great nation is not the outgrowth of a few men
of genius. We agree, however, that to meet cur highest ideals
the clanssen, ocoupations and provisions of our commonwealth must
be strengthened qnd developed in his life work to the extent

of his eapacity. .



I have tried te show that there are forces in the field for
the resdjustment of the rurel conditions if vitalized and brought
into service. There is alwaye a class eager to sstablish new
agencies, to join battle with industrial eguipment, to attaeck
the stronghold of raw militia and to storm impregnable fortromsses
with guns that would not breach a camp tent. It‘hms taken cen=
turies to establish the schools we now have, With a little ree
adjustment they will do the work required for agriculture, Bven
in this we are loarning to include instruction in agriculture.
There is danger that we may eliminate branches of great value and
necessary to the rounding out of the rural toiler in h@ﬁ obli-
gations to human society., If our inltx%utiggﬁymuké?? -

served it must be mocomplished by meking grestness commen, More
thﬁrﬁughnasu, faithfulness, exalted character, greater breadth,
perfect intellipence and larger views of human rights and govern=
ment reguirements, millions of inspired doers who give to every
ereation of thedr handiwork such perfection of accomplishment
that what man hu'mmh‘b blends perfectly with what God has
ereated, Milliemz of scholars in their »ural homes controlling
knowledge and prometing art. Millions of statesmen toiling en
the farm and in the factories, working out the details of a
broader 1life, and millions of rural philanthropists making
improvements to better the old,

What can teachers do to help our rural conditions? Rvery=
thing. They are an essential part of the greatest of all
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universities,~ the Home. They have charge of the extenson
oourses. They can inspire in the youth & love of knowledge and
make all its avenues look delightful., They can unlock the bueki
which sare trewsury houses of human wisdom and give then a
golden key. They can cause the soil to become more responsive
to the touch of industry and the harvest more abundant; they

can add to the comforts of the home, mold ihe environments

inte lines of beauty and increase its attractiveness until the
home shall become the greatest mmgnet of our psople. They can
oreate a love for investigation and give it direction and ean
ntngs end thus
lay the foundation of common sense. At thai;;in;gﬁhuurfiﬁéoru
will touch the lines! of definess, mechanical skill will become

enlarge the knowledge of the people in common

e T

universal and thrift and alertness will transform the toilers
into captains of industry. Their mission is to make & great
common people and thus readjust the map of the world. The
dawn of & géentcr.xira will appear. A nation of broaderx
horizon and higher purpose will stand forth te battile for
human rights.

- gw G T e W VR WD A G G W AR S e e



6 0P Y i
Agriculturel College, Mississipoi.

Merch 24, 1908.

Mr. H. E. Savely, Agent,

Fermers' Cooperative Demonstrastion Vork,

Columbug, iiss.

My desr Mr. Savely:

48 President of the imstitution thet has charge of Agricultural
education, and of the HExperiment Stetions &nd Farmers' Institutes
of our state, I desire to thank you end your sble assistants, and
through the Depertment of Agriculture and the General Nducstion
Boerd for the splendid work that you are doing for agriceulture in
our state.

1 said in my report to the Legislature that I regarded Farmers!
Ingtitute York as the most importesnt mgriculturel work now being done
in this Country; and your work is cven better then Institinte work,
for you are in touch with the ectusl fearmers for 265 days in the
year., While I value the work of the “xperiment Ststions and while
this work muet be done, in erder for agriculiure to edvance, yet
the thing needed now is to inﬂuce the people to put into prectide
thet which hae slready been worked out in the different experiment
stations and in the Depertment of Agrioultnre., The masses of the
people cen mol be induced by technicel experiment stetion bulletins
to fall in line with progressive agriculture and put into prectice
the resulte of their investigations. 4is well expect political battles
to be won by circulars end glsring head lines in the deily papers or

e
the world to be converted by tracts and religious literature, as that
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the battle of progressive agriculture shovld be won by experiment
stetion bulletins. Just ae the living, breathing preacher, filled
with the bpirit of the Holy Glost, is necessery to bring conviction
to the minds end heerts of sinners; end just ee the fiery political
crator is necessary to enthuse and arocuse the voters, just so is the
living institute worker necessary to accompany the bulletins and meet
the people fece to face and interpret to them the facts that have |
cost the Government millions of dollere to bring to light.

In my juGgment, the money being spent in your work is
bearing the richest fruit of any like amount being spent in the
United States. Your work is helping to popularize the College.
The Legisleture was more liberal in dealing with the agricultursl
gide of our work this time than ever before, We want to cooperate
with you in every way pessible, espccielly in the Experimént Station
and Institute work. '

Please express to Dr. Knapp and through him to Secretary
Wilson our sppreciction of the charscter of men that are being put
in charge of this work in our Stete.

"henever 1l cam serve you or your work, do not hestitate to
commane Te.

Very sincerely youre,

(Signed) Jd. Co Hardy,
%resident-




- From the"World's Work", July Bumber 1908,
TEACHING A HMAN HIS JOB.
BY
BOOKEE I, WASHINGTON.

(Principal of the Tuskegee Institute.)

Yhile education is msking immense progregs in all directions,
at the present time the most important sdvance in vopuler educetion,
in my opindon, hes been in the directicn of bringing the messes of
the people in larger numbers and in & more direct and effective manner
into practicel working relestions with the schools. Gradually we are
beginning t¢ understend thet, in order to keep pace with the rapid
changes that ere going on in the worid, the average man, the man on
the farm, the man in the workshop, &s well &8 the man in the leboratory
end the clinie, muset become & student, 4t the present time the everage
man who desires to keep at the head of his trade or rrofession must
resd comething more than the Gaily pasper, He must read his trsde paper.
He must keep treck of the improvements that are constantly being made
in his perticuler line of work and to do this he must gtudy et home
or in his shop, and in some systemstic way, the best and most scientifie
methicds. This is bresking down the old well thsat seperated the school
from real life. .1t hos compelled the Tarmer, the mechanic ané the
doctor to go back to school, to become student, and to retain the
student hebit in reference to the practice of their trades ané professiom

On the other hand, the sseme need has compelled the univer-

sities &and the echools to go outeide of their wells in order 1o reesch
the messes of the people., It is responsible for the night~schools and
the university extension work end the correspondence schoole of sll
kinds. If I were to neme & single instance of this new policy of taking
edncation %o the men on the job, an instence which seems to me more
thorough-going and more fruitful of good then any other of which I know,
1 should refer to the work that the Genecral Lduocastion Board is doing
in conjunction with the Agriecultural Depertment of Washington in order
to instruet the farmers of the South, by practical demonstrations on
their own farms, in the newer and better methods of cultiveting the
scil. No other eingle agency, I am sure, is destined to do more in
the task of c¢reating the New South.
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\ Tines of edugstion most helpful to the toillexs upon the farmey

with eities:

| t6iler then of his equal in t¥e city and & consegquent di

'fﬁaction upon the part of the fﬁ@ﬁ’w&ge-éarner¢ ; 5~“”

' investments then from-those in commercial or tranportatiﬁﬁ

" Tines end &
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;AQRICUINRAL QULJ’TICH FOR zmﬁzfﬁuiv _DISTRICLS.
In & narrow way this tople maygbé iimitéﬁité*the kind of

bhusberdry that chould be taught the rurel masses, and how to

snecessfully teach it. In e brosder wey it may imclude the

and-hoew to convey this 1nstruct10n S0 succeS°Iu11y that 1t1mﬁﬁff
3
trensform end enrich rursl life. We-shall discuss the topie |
meinly &long these brogder iines. Hirst, however, let us
outline some of the mo?e5$£1&en$‘rhral conditions as compared

e,

1st,~ There is & much lower eerning capacity of the Tursl Es

e

2d. There is & lower and more hazardous r@tuﬁﬁ-iwﬂﬁ,_'

conseguen% d131n011n2110n to hold country pro@erﬁy

S

declined by thé r@moval ef many old end cultured fam1lles to th_
city. The nrogress of Dum c1t1es has been~S0 phenomenal that
they have attrscted people of edudatlon an& refinement to the
detriment of the country, and it has eapeclally mured the bra
youths of”the cfarm with the visions of,beeommﬁg capteins of ing
trya : A ;
4th. - There has been & gradual increase @ﬁ_%@n&nt fa

+111 it now represents sbout 40% of the totel, and the mar



edvance of cities iﬁ vopuletion; wealth @nd political power is

part of the current history which indicetes radical chenges in

our commonwealth not gretifying to lovers of & broed liberty.
6th. Prom the standpoint of the statesm&n, our large .

eities ere denger places on the map of our reépublic. Homes

\&re so coctly that only the rich een own them. The poor, and

even those of considersble earning power, are tensnts at will.
Thefindustrial enterprises asre vast'end it reguires enormous
wealth to handle them. Each surports an army of employees,

ell dependent upon a meneging will. In seversl of our largest
cities there is & large number of men so completely dependent
for a day's toil that they are compselled to cast their voies for
& job, end there gre as many|\ morc.who -sre unevedidsbly influenced
by their jobs. This we call mass compulsion., There is @2To,
where greet numbers are aggregated, & mass leedership regardless
of wealth. Generslly this represents orgenized and predatory
poverty.’ : 7

-

The Erosgérity In"cities, so fer as it relates to'the'ﬁésses,
is illusory.:,

The number of Teilers who finally acquire &, reasonsble re-
serve for old age inm EheiOOuntxy asGompared with the seme-class
in the cities, is as ten-to one, taking the whole country into
account.

While the wege is high in the cities, the'cost of rents and
living ere in proportion. The multiplied ettréctions induce a
hebit of diberal spending, not conduecive to economy. The ém&ll
fermer may earn less but he can save more. :
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Rural conditiens in the Netion ere not whet they should
be. OFf course there are meny exceptions, but it is true as
a whole« liany &nd radicel reforms must-be worked out before
ideal condiftions can be establised generally im the country.

(1) A much larger per cent of the fermers eand their fam=
ilies must be broadly educated and of high character.

(2) ' The farm lends must be so improved end menaged as
to yield @& more certain sné Profiteble return for lebor ex-
pended, and afford greater profit then employment in the city.

(3) UThe ferm improvements must be durasble, suited to the
recuirements of the farm, ‘eonvenient end attractive.

(4) Churches, schools, jsesng of communicetion, socied
conditions end opportunities forwecouruleting. wealth and for
civie preferment for the masses in the country must be &g good
as, or better then, those in the city.

The probdem is how to effect these rural chenges for the
better. Education‘being S0 imcortent, meny heve thought eand

gti11l think, thet thejesteblishment of agricultursl scheols

will accomplish the object. Torty yesrs triel has shown that

most of the youth; coliege treined, whethex-3f sthools of egri-
culture, science, ‘0¥ cleSsics, leave the farm for reasons not
difficult to be understood. The edueeation requirec is one

that can_refeh the adult masses as well et the young, and

will hold them to the ferm. The error is in & failure to see




that the situsticon\Beraot be oveheoime by a college educetion,
however helpful it may be to the graduate.&s & gitizen. The
practical and sene way of aocompliéhing the result is to induce the
farmers to try better methods and note the result, to improve
their ferms, to make %illage less expensive and production mere
certain, to double the crop per acre and helve the cost. While
the farmer successfully solves the problems of the farm, his
experience widens and he becomes & brosder men, till he is broad
enough to size up the whole situaticn end has the mesns to ex-
ecute his plens. As men brcaden they will have aspirations for
their children, and better 'scholestic educetion will accompany
the genersl uplift.

Well informed men who are suecéssful farmers are generelly
agreed that a thorough knowledge of sgriculture can be aequired
in one way only, and thisg is by working out the problems of the
farm upon the ferm. There is a world of details, of business
knowledge, skill end tact about farming that can be acguired
only by eontaet‘with the soii and precticel experience in farm
life.

This educetionm of the farmer upon his farm by working out the
problems in the field and receiving the answer in the crib or
granary, must be personal and local. Thue, the average farmer
to be a sucgess muet be educated for hik oecupation, and thet
edvcation must be acguired in the country so that-he will not
be compelled to live in a city environment and heve city

hebits end methods of thought forced upon him in that

it




gusceptible period during which he ecguires am education.

All reforms must be wrought out by some proecess of education.
We have placed incorreét values and too marrow limits upon what
we heve labelled education. Irue education is the leading out
of the mind to & knowledge of helpful things, end the most im-
portant end helpful to each individual are ihe things for which
he will have the most use in life. TFor the average men, education
better be full and sccurate in limited useful lines then narrow
and desultory in broad lines. What the average man should kmow
are the things with which hé hes %o deal in his life work. The
Stored brain, the alert eye @nd the skilled hend are his eguip-
ment. Mental discipline depends more on how knowledge is acguired
then upon the kind of informetion received. The farmer needs &
broader knowledge of home things., ' 1he education reguired for the
rurel districts is one that enables the farmer to-be & master of
husbendry, & EBood home=meker,end an intelligent and dependable
citizen. lihe character of the home-maker and the citizenship
are necessarily based on the success of the husbandry. It is
difficult to estebvlish end meintein & comfortehble home upon an
income totelly insuffieient and it is impossible.to work out
8 high rural civilizetion and an exelbed citizemship in the
country without the art and the science of agriculture are
brought to such & degree of perfectien|that they-will wrest from:
the s£0il the means necessary to establish and support these
higher plenes of living. The order of sequence'in the uplift

of the country, from & mesterisl stendpoint,  ig es Tollows:
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lst.-Greater net geins must be wrested by the farmer
from the soil.

2@.- The increased gains must be applied, in part,.to
an improvement of the homes and their enviromments, to a re-
adjustment of the rural schools and a re-&lliecnment of the
ruraliehurches.

8@ ¢~ The improvement of the mesns of tranaportétion
end communicetion, the highways, the telephones, rural free
delivery, etec.

4th. The restoration to the country of such menufectures
a8 are closely related tto the farm.

An incresse of the netigainsg obteined from the farm is
given the first place in this uplift because-every upward step
in civilization costs something, and the betterment must com-
mence at the point of securing a grester income.

Whet primary remedy for the improvement of rurel conditions
shoulad é republic propose where all the adult male citizens
are expecled to exercise, through the bellot, the funetions of
a ruler? Evidently it should be one thet cen directly and im-
mediately benefit all the people. Illore ther nine-tenths of
the rural populetion ere limited” by their econditions to sn ed-
ucation provided by the country district school. The primery
remedy that can be successfully applied to help .all the rursl
people, ome that will be effective and immediste, is to in-

crease the net earnings of farmers and ferm laborers. If
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each farmer is shown how to produce twice as much to the acre
as he now produces,'and at less ‘¢0bt, it will be a profit in
wHich all rurel classes will share sné will be the basis of
the greatest reform ever known to rurel life.

How ean the knowledge of better sgricultural methods be
conveyed to the masses in & way S0 effective that the methods
will be accerted and their praetice become common? This has
been solved by the Permers' Cooperative Demonstration Work
which is en effective system for instructing farmers, and for
the readjustment of rursl comditions. Its purpose 1is:

(1) To reform agriculture and meke it an occupation of
oprofit end pleasure.

(2) To improve rural conditions.

(3) To broaden end enrich rural life.

(4) To meke the farm attractive and country residence
decsirable.

The fermer 1s necessarily conservative, but offer him &
genuine thing and prove it end no one is more responsive. He
will not eceept what -has not been fully tested, and he must
gee it to believée. Moreover, he mustWork out the problem on
his own farm. Increase the net income of the'average farmer
and wages of the rural toiler eand the first slep necessary

to-the uplift of the rural messes will have been taken.
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Then the followling results will be brought® ebout as rapidly
as time will permit:

(1) The emancipation of the fermer from the bondage of
debt,

(2) The ownership of more and better tools, teamsy, End
stoek on the farm.

(3) The improvement of the lend end the home.

(4) - Better rursl-school buildings and more months of
schooling.

(5) Better highways, rural-meil delivery, ani telephone
service,

The Fermers' Cooperative Demomstration Work simply induces
some farmer in every rurel neighborhood to plece an object
lesson on his farm for the purpose of'showing whet better meth-
ods can do for the net income.

the £irst steps in all true education are by object lessouns
and not by books.

What other forces have we that can be helpful in improving
country conditions?®

The three great factors in rurel ciwvilizetion are the home,
the common schooll sn@ the church.: <he greatest school for the
human rece are our homes eand the \common schools,- not our

colleges and universities,- greatest in smoeunt and velue of

the knowledge accuired. A country home, 'be it .ever so plain, with

S
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& father and mobheT of sense and gentle culture is Neture's
university and ie more richly endowed for the training of
youth then Harverd or Ysle.

Peerless smong all teachers is that high priestess of the
homé, whom we know as mother. ©She inspires &se well es instructs.
Next to her in work ené worth are the common school teacherse.
They supplement the home training snd lay the foundetion.of
knowledge elong the lines of wisdom.

e church is.a great tesehers It gives dignity end honox
to men, stability to seciely end infinitely broadens the human
horizon.

Cne resson why these three great forces have not aceomplished
more in the country is that they have acted independently, reather
then cooperatively. Home conditions hsve been teoo 1little af-
fected by school end church. The school teachers have tried,
no doubt hofiestly, to impart instruetiom in the fundsmental
brenches end give memtal training, but they heve almost un-
iversally cast about the school room an atmosphere remocte
from country life end plented the imnfluences that &ventually
1lead to an sbendomment of the farm. AS one has expressed it
"he rurel school ie mostly e eily school loceted atl = country
erossroad.”

The“irursl church is justly lieble to'a similer critieism.
The pastor, instead of being & leader in rurel thought and prog-
ress, &8 well as spiritual life, united to his people by tiés
of syupethy end helpfulness in meterial tHings, and the' pro=
moter end the sustaining forece of & real socisl life in|the

country, is a potent factor 4% magnifying the advantages of
O




the .city to the detriment of the eduntry, end is ever hoping
that he mey be transferred to the ¢ify. Fow can we reallign
and correlete these, the rural home, the rurel school and the
Tural church?

The work of readjustment must commence with tThe school and
the church. It is within the power of an enlightened publie o0pin-
ion to reach,the school at once:

lst«~By requiring every-eountry school teacher to heve
elementery treining in egriculture.

2d.- By requiring \that every wemen teacher for rural
schools shall paess exeminstion in dcmestic science before re-
ceiving & certificate.

3d.- Bvery teacher should know hygiene and.the simple
remedies for the common diséases.

Reduce, if necessery, the number of hours devoted o books
and put some time om the knowledge absolutely essential to make
life comfortable. ILet ue tradc @& little Roman history for the
science of homecneking, end some of the rules of grammeax, if need
be, for rules of better living, and some of the useless puzzling
problemg in the baek of the arithmetic for problems of the farﬁ
worked out in the gchool garden plets. Let the tescher take &
humen interest. Let the country school teacher get connected
with the ferms and the homes &snd not meke, the school house an
island where gtrange bipeds come in every day to-be vacecinsted
with the wvirus of books and depert at night with an inflammation
of the brein instead of usable knowledge. ILet the teachers know
the things of their environment end have & sympathy with toil
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and the homes will be attrected to the school house and the
mother will sbsorb a&s much from the tescher as the daughter.
Let the rurel preacher be connected up te his field of labor,

>

How? ILet him graduate at a college of agriculture and of medicine,
g well as' '8t & school of Divinity. Let him get eawsy from hise
remoteness and preach sbout bettering farm life. ILet his heroes
be farm boys and his angels farm girls. When he pays & pastoral
visit let him go into the field and meke good suggestions about
ferming, inStead of sitting sabout the house end waiting for the
yellow-legged chicken to be served. If there is anyone sick, let
him be prompt with his services. This is exactly whet the mission-
aries do in foreign lends to_attract and attech the people~to
their caugse. It will work just as well here asg there. Ugefulness
is valuable everywhere.

The preacher and the teacher should be the leaders in founding
g true rurel -ecciety,~ genial, instructive, promoting harmony and
good will apd fending to unity of ection. The tremendous power .
of social unity is meihly lost or is ineffective in the country
for leck of organizstion. Rural public opinion and rural sentiment
must be revitelized and wield its power for.the common good.
Publie opinion governs inh the vest domain that law does not reach.
It determines home conditions, the trestment of children, the
respect giwen to age, the clothing we\wear, the schooling we re-
ceive and the religion we accept. An enlightened rural public
opinion develops & rurel pride, forces & resadjustument of the
home, estetlishes the rights of the feamily-end the amenities of

the soci&l, compact.



The model farm dwelling and its enviromment, the neater farm
and better eguipment, the touches of refinmement about the school-
house and the churches, are determined by the laws which publie
opinion has written into the statute books of rural society.
Where there is no rural social orgenizations there is & chaos oxr
barberism in the conditions of life outside the law. Two races,
with & c¢olor line in the same territory, are a great barrier to
socieal improvement. There are.two public opinions, two codes
of homoer, two standards of morality, and two schools of ethical
training. ©Segregation would be better. As stated, it is thg
province of the rural church and the school to organize country
gociety and create this readjusting public opinion.

In addition to the school gaerdens and nature lessons, we
can teach practical agriculture. Women teachers cean give this
instruction as well a8 men, upon the following pleans

Organize boys"' elubs for the production of corn and other
standard erops, upon their fathers' farms. Limit the plot o
an acre Or half-ecre. Establish rules for the govermmeant of the
contest and the disftribution of the prizes, and get the instruc-
tions from the State College of Agriculture oxr . the Fermers' Co-
operative Demongtration Work of the United States Department of

Agriculture. The United States Demonstration Work now hes en-

rolled a good meny thousend boys to whom it is giving instructions.

Last year one boy in Mississippi made 127% bu. of corn on an
acre, while the State average was only about 15 bushels per acre.
Upon the same general plan girls' clubs ir domestic Science

eould be orgenized and operated, ftaking instructdons from: the
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teacher of domestic science at the College of Agriculture in
each stete. If the spoon can deplete the resources of the farm
more rapidly then the shovel can increase them, then the train-
ing of girls in home mansgement is the most important branch of
agriculture, end besides, the girls are the homemakers.

The Farmers' Cooperative Demonstration Work of the United
Stetes Department of Agriculture is susceptible of very wide ap-
plicetion. Lest year & rural church in Texas was in debt about
$250.,00 and eould see no way of liguidating it. The ladies of
the church leased ften aeres of lend and planted it to cotton.
They planted it under the directions of our local Demonstration
Agent, hired all the work done end netted a sum sufficient %o
bay the debt. A number of Ladies' Ald Societies have adopted the
Plen. RuTal schools in need of ‘funds for libreries, improvement
of buildiungs, or besutifying the grounds, have planned to make
the needed money instsad of begging it, and at the seme time give
an object lesson in practical agriculture.

The successful fermer must be an all-round, many-sided men
and capable of adjﬁsting himself et all times to new conditions.
He should have gome meehenical knowledge and skills Just a
knowledge of how to raise a crop end care for stock does not
make & farmer. An important part of suecessful Pfoirming is the
best eguipment and improvements. Everywhere througlout the
country there is a shocking lack of mechanical knowledge and
skilles It is shown in the buildings, the fiénces, 'in the general

ferm arrangements and in the machinery. For 8Suecéss upon tHe

OO L



farm, a knowledge of mechanics'is second din importaence only to

& knowledge of agriculture. Mechanieal knoﬁledge and skill

should come like common sense through absorption by placing
engines, machinery and tools in the hehds of children. Some of
the most skillful engineers and cerpenters and blecksmiths

hever consciously served sn hour of apprenticeship. No fEZrmer
can afford to send for e mechanic to attend to the minor repairs,-
they must be done by the men on the. farm. Attached to every
country school house should be & room for the practice of me-
chenies. The use of tools is a necessary part of a common educas
tion. It will give mentdl direction as well as skill. Most
boys cen not tell the width or height of the average door through -
which they daily pass, nor the proper Proportion of windows . to

the rooms. Their eyes were never opened to see industrizl

things. Some are able to talk learnedly about the Acropolis,

or the Pantheon, or the Dome of St. Peter, but to know about the
house in whieh £hey 1ive, this would be vulgar. There is ne

place for such rot inthis utilitarien age. Not to know the
things with Which we Gotie in daily contact is dense ignorance.

Iwo common brenches not usually taught but of great im-
portance ere the dignity of labor and the velue of thrift,~labor
s0 essential to physiegl and mentel vigor, and thrift, thet which
conserves the products of labor, can be most successfully taught
in the counfry. More then hslf the people of our towns snd cities,
if &1l that could labor are ineluded, are idlers, spenders of
wealth instead of promoters, hunting for servants instead of -seek-
ing for toil. 1In cities the influences for spending are dominent,
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The half grown boys end girls 0L the wvillares and lesser
cities could meke gerdens end raise the fruits and poultry for
the family if they would. It might brown fheir skins and soil

thedir hends but it would help them to do Something and to know

‘something. ~ It would strengthen the family pocketbook and help

he family character. In the country lsbor is honorsble and
thrift a necessity and hence a large per cent of the leaders of
industry aré country-bred boys.
The mest valuable acquigition for the rural population

is common sense. There ig a large measure of things in the life
upon the ferm that can not be sdjusted by law. They must be
adjusted by common sense. Common sense is simply an intimate
kmowledge of common things &and how to use them. It is acguired
by home teaching and contact with others. The teascher can
greatly enlarge the body of knowledge of common things by daily

hints thet lead out the youthful minds to full investigetion.
ENVIRONIMENT EDUCATION.

There are tremendous educational forces in our environments.
In the greet cities and in the menufectiuring cemters there has

been for centuries and probably will -continue to be, the unrest

21

thet arises from g confliet betwsen aggregated capital and or-

>

genized labor. These conditions will produce ecertain types of
citizens. L2rosperous and contented communities of smell formers

distributed ovsr the entire country will-produce snotiher type of
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men who, in habits of 1ife and in poXiticel belief, will be almost
exectly the opposite of the former and will act LS.& counter-
poise in adjustments of govermment. A prosperous, intelligent and
contented rursel poyulation is therefore, essertisl to our nstional
.perpetuity. The world's experience has shown that the best way

to secure this is to encourage the division of all the lsnds

into smell ferms, owned and operated by one family. There are

two ways t0 look et & smell farmy one is, and the common way,

thet it 4s & place to-make & living, but rather & hard place,

and should be sold as soon &s enything easier is found. The other
is that the ownership of land is a mark of honor; that a patent

to land is a title to mobility, a »ight $o sovereignty. The
owvnership must be absolute, subjeet only lo the State, so that
each proprietor is the independent sovereign of a portion 0f-the
Unitecd States, with the final authority through fthe balleb, to
control the local, County, State and National governments; a
position of great dignity end power. Te speak of the sovereign
people. 4Are they to be sovereign in fect or in theory only?  If
in fact, then each eitizen must own and control something. In s
sense he must be ‘a lord of s certain territory.. It is called &
farm, but legelly it 18 a subdivision of the State to which the
fermer is given perpetual title, that he may bave the means to
support his position &s an independen’ sovereign with dignity,

and thet by absolutely governing & sméll portion of the United

States, be may wisely assist in governing the whole, This is
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the attitude of the stete towards individual ownership of lznd,
end these lands should be of an area that will come nesrest
to the development of the perfect citizen end ruler. It must
not be so large that the income can support the owner without
effort on his part; nor should it be so smell thst it will
meke a mere toiler out of the owner, for this narrows the
intellect. It should be large enough to provide good Term
equipment buildings, machinery and stock, end furnish lahér
for the femily. The ennusl income must be sufficient to
improve the ferm, e ducate the femily, assist in starting its
members in ways of independent supports and to provide & reserve
for old age. The United States has fixed that amount at 160
acres. The right acreage of the ferm must depend upon condi-
tions. In semi-arid sections it might require more than double
that number and nesr large cities, less then one~fourth might
answer the purpose.

Communities of small fermers tend to promote common honesty:
& respect for Phe rights of others and for law. No one i rich
enough to dominste his neighbors nor so poor that his influence
mey be disregarded. Their stock, products and property are ex-
posed to trespassers end depredators, hence & comnon interest
unites them for muﬁual Protection' tnd the primary lessons of
society are taught.

The educetion acquired on the small farm broadens citizenship,
because it is a many-sided education and gives correct impressions
of many phases of life. All over the world the small independent

farmers are staunch supporters of conservative government. , They
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are intense lovers of home and opposed to radical chenges.

AS A SOURCE OF WEALTH.

Ultinmately thé small farmer leerns to keep & reserve of
cash ageinst emergencies and these aggregoted accumulations
become very important factors in the capitel of our nation,
for they are more reliable then the deposits from commercisl
sources. The vast sums of money necessary to carry on the bus-
iness of & nation, ere not derived from the deposits of capital-~
ists, but from the eggregation of millions of thrifty, smsell
depositors. This is especially true of England, France, Ger-
many and the United States.

If 2ll is considered education that lesds out, develops
or trains the individual, then the smount acquired in even the
best schools is only & fraction of what the average man must
kmow to succeed in life. It is of the highest importance then
to the state thet this grester body of knowledge should be
correct, broad, conservative, and elevating. Liberel provision
has been made by the stete, by churches, and by individual gifts
for schools, but the moulding of this great body of knowledée
to the best interests of society has been mainly left 4o the
caprice of individmual efforts. The stete can with propriety
especially foster such conditions of society, such lines of
industry, or such occupetions as evidently tend to mentel
and physical vigor, to breadth of understending end to the

best citizenship and to the stability of the state. For
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these ends no more potent influence has been Mund than an intel-
ligent, prosperous and contented body of thrifty small fermers.
States and the National Government have aided by the gift of

free lands for homes, and by the promotion of rural schools and
free mail delivery.

What is the next step to be teken?-better highways and
consolidatioen of rural schools. The need of better highways
is too apparent to reguire discussion here.

When rural schools were first esteblished in the United
States, education in the country wes elementary.. As the demand
for higher education beceme common, the attempt was made %o
graft on to the common schools higher branches, until freguently
& teacher in the country has thirty or forty clesses in one day.
Under such conditions thoroughness is impossible. In the readjusted
rural school the bownship should be the unit. One good graded
rurel school is better than six to nine half eguipped, half taught,
wholly neglected neighborhood schools, where the traveler is
frequently in doubt whether the building is a dwelling without
tenants, or & barn without fodder, and where a few months of
schooling is given to ease the parental counseience, &and where
the principal objeet is to teach the science of how to study
books without acquiring an education. This consolidated rural
gechool will be better eguipped, bettef-managed and better teaught.
It is the only way rural education can be made erediteble and
adequate to the requirements of country 1ife. The o nsolidated

rurel school must do for the country what the High School has



done for the eity. ©Sueh & school will organize rursl society,
esteblish and maintain rurel public opinion, end provide ade-
guate education for the toilers upon the farms. In such schools
agriculture, the mechanic arts, and domestic economy can be
teught. 1% een be a real rursal school. Is it not better that
those who love the country and believe that its development,
enrichment and culture are necessary to our nafional life, should
unite upon some plen to consoclidate the rurel school, than to
esteblish & few distriet agricultural schools?

The objection to en sgricultural high school in each Con-

o

gressionel District is that it removes the boys from the farms
and homes, gives a semi-city enviromment, increases the cogt of
education to such as avail themselves of its offers, end tales
money from all the people to provide advantages for a few, and
that few generally best able to help themselves, Such sehools
gould only provide training for & few, whereas the necessity
for vocational education is universal and should be provided Lor
all. Should the Devis Bill be resurrected an esmendment will
be offered:- Firgt, that additional means be furnished our col=
leges of Agriculture to enable them to prepare teachers for
rural schools; and secondly, that the funds proposed for district
agriculturel high sthools shall be given to 8id eoOnsolidated
rural schools.

I have tried to make clear the importance of an education
in common things for comnon people, as opposed to the exceptional

and the remote and the extreordinery. If we have no more tinme
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than necessary to become perfect in the knowledge of one country,
let that country be our own. Study the history, the language,
the soil, the climate, the animals, the birds, the plants and
8ll the conditions that make for home suecess end comfort., IT-
still there be inclinetion, leisure and means, then extend the
researches into foreign lands. We are on the wrong line. Ve
have tried to master ancient history without knowing modern. We
have attempted to trenslate the classies, and have failed for lack
of English; our ten-story builddings without foundation or lower
stories have not proven good eir structures. A great nation is
not the outgrowth of a few wen of genius, but the superlative
worth of a great common people. HFew will attempt to controvert
this statement. Our differences appear when we undertake 1o
outline & course of gtudy essential %o the making of a greatl
common people. We are agreed, however: That to meet ourAhighest
idesls, each individual in el1l1 the classes, occupations and pro-
fessions of our commonwealth must be strengthened and developed
in his lifework to the extent of his capacity. Chemistry, botany,
entomology, biolegy, mechanical conditions of the soil, plants,
mechanics, ete., must be taught to the extent required in the
vocation to be followed, end with speciel adeptation to if. At
present they are taught on the iron bedstead plan, the seme for
all,.

I have tried to show that there are ample forces in the
field for the resdjustment of rural condifioms, if vitalized

and brought into service. There is slways & class eager 1o
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establish new agencies, to join battle with untested equipment,
to atftack strongholds with raw militia, and to storm impregnable
fortresses with guns that would not breach a cemp tent. It has
taken centuries to establish the schools we now have. With a
little readjustment they will do the work required for agricul-
ture. BEBven in this reallignment to include instruction in
agriculture there is denger that we may eliminate branches of
great value end necessary to the rounding out of the rural
toiler in his obligations to human society. For after all, in
molding men by the processes of education there is something
more then Jjust fitting them for & vocation. The aim should be
to meke a greater common men, and unless this can be done vocs-
tional training will be a failure becesuse of the nerrowing of
his social lines, the dwarfing of his sense of obligation to

the state, and & semi-paralysis of his morsal nsture. Unless

the main object of &1l education for the masses is the meking

of & great common peovle, we shall fail. Neither a score of
statesmen nor & brigade of scholars mske a great nation. If our
institutions are (o be preserved it must be accomplished by
meking greatness common,- More thoroughness, sublime faithful-
ness, exalted character, greater breadbh, perfect integrity,

& larger view of humen rights and God's requirements; millions
of inspired doers who give to every creation of their handiwork
such perfection of accomplishment that what men has wrought blends
perfectly with what God has created; millions of scholers in their

rural homes fostering knmowledge and promoting ert; millions of
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stetesmen toiling on the farms and in the fsctories, working out
the details of a broader national 1life, and millions of philan-
thropists meking gains to better the world.

What csn teachers do to help our rural conditions? Every-
thing. They are an essentisl part of the greatest of all
universities, the home. They have charge of the exftemsion courses;
they can inspire in youth a love of knowledge and make all its
avenues look delightful; they can unlock the books which are
treasure—houées of humen wisdom, end give them a golden key; they
can cause bthe soil to becoms more responsive to the touch of
industry end the harvest more abundant to meet the measure of
a larger hope; they can edd to the comforts of the home, shape
its environments into lines of béauty and increese its atirac~-
tiveness, till the home shall become the greatest magnet of
our people; they can create a love of investigation and give it
direction; they can enlarge the knowledge of the people im
common things esnd thus lay the foundation of the common sense. A%
their instance, fingers -will touch the lines of deftness, mechan-
ical skill will become universal, and thrift and slertness will
transform the toilers into captains of industry. Their mission
is to maeke & great common people and thus readjust the map of
the world. The keystone of American eivilazstion is the home.

By some mysterious social convulsion it has become loosened.
They cen reach it from the pedestal of the common school, push

it to its place and cement it in a way that will be enduring.
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Hamilear took the youthful Hannibal end made him swear at
a sacred altar eternal enmitj to Rome. Let the teacher, on
bended kneerand with uplifted hanﬁ, at the altar of liberty,
gwear eternal enmity to ignorance, vice and crime, and the
dawn of & greater life will appeer; a netion of broader horizen

end higher purpose will stend forth to battle for human rights.



SeAKo# 24
In the event that you find it impossible to attend this meeting
you may be able to arrange to.have & representative there,out 1 hope
that you will be able to arrenge your plans so as to atend personally.
An early reply will be ﬁuch appreclated . With kind personal
regards,l remain,
. ! Yours very truly,

Industrial Agent.



ARGRICULTURAL EDUCATION FOR THE RURAL TIfTRICTS.

In a nerrow way this tepic may be limited to the kind of
hushandry that should be taught ihe rural masses, and how to
suceessfully teach it. In a breosder way it may include the
lines of sduvcation mest helpful to the toilers upon the farms,
and hew te convey this inptruetion ¢ suceessfully that it will
trengform and enrich rural life, We ghall discuss the tople
nmainly aleng these broeader lines. WPirst, however, let us
outline some of the more salient rural cenditions e2 compared
with ecities:

lst. There is a much lower earning capacity of the rural
toiler than of his tqual in the city and a consequent dissatise
faction upon the part of the farm wage-earner.

Znd, There ia & lower and more hazardous return from firm
investments than from those in commercial or tranmsperation lines
and & conpequent disimelination to hold country property.

Srd, In the past helf century rural improvementches net
kept pacc with civie, snd social conditions upon our farms have
declined By the removal of many old and oultured families to the
city. The pregress of owr citics has been so phenemenal to the
detriment of the country, and it has especially lursd the brainy
youths of the farm with the visiens of becoming 6aptaina of
industry.

4th, There has been a gradual inerease of tenant farming,
till it now represents about 40% of the total, and the marvelous
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advance of cities in population, wealth and politleal pewer is
part of the ecurrent histery which indieates radical changes in
our commonwealth not gratifying to levers of a broad liberty.

Sth, From the standpoint of the ctimbtesman, our large
cities are danger places on the nmap of our republie. Homes
are 80 costly that enly the rich can own them, The poor, and
sven those of considerable earning power, are btenants at will,
The industrial enterprigesare wvast and it requires enormous
wealth te hendle them, Bagh supports &n army of employees, all
dependent upon a managing will, In several eof our largest
eities there is a large number of men so completely dependent
for a day's toll that they are compellad to cast thelr votes for
s job, and there are as many more whe are unavoidably infiuneneed
by their jebs, There ila alse, where great numbeérs are aggregated,
a moss leadership reg rdless of wealth, Cenerally this represents
orpinized and pragntery pover ty. ’

It matiere not that the prosperity in cities, so far ae it
relates to thc‘uaﬁﬁat,,ia illusgery, it attracts; it allures.

Many and radical reforms must be worked out before ldeal
conditions can be establighed generally in ihe coumtry.

{1) A mueh larger per cent of the farmers and their
familics must be broadly educated und of high character.

(2) The farm lands must be so impreved and managed as
to vield & more certain and profitable return for labor expended,
and afford grezter profit for the toiler than employment in the
clbya

(3) The farm improvenen ts must be durable, suited te the

requirements of the farm, convenient and attractive,




{4) Churches, schools, means of commnication, social
conditions and opvor tunities for accusmulating wealth and for
eivie preferment for the masses in the counbry mmst be as good
as, or better tha , thoge in the eity.

“he practical end sane way of accomplishing the repult is te
induee the fermers to try better methods =nd note the result, te
improve their farms, to meke tillage less expengive and produce
tion more certain, te double (he Crep per acre and halyve the cost.
Thile the farmers successfully solwv:s the prodblems of the Tarm,
his exporience widens and he becomes n broader man, til) he is
broad enough to size up the whole situation and has the means to
exeoute his plans., As men broadem they will have aspirations
for their children, and bett r seholastic education will accom-
pany the general uplift.

Well informed men:who are successful farmers nre genorally
agresd that a thoreugh knowledge of agriculture can be acquired
in one way only, and this is by woriking out the problems ef the
farm upon the [farsi. m&i-‘@ is a world of details, of business
knowledge, skill snd taet cbout farming that can be acquired
only by contaet with the 29il und prac tical experiecnce in farm
1ife, S _

This eduecation of the farmer upon hls farm by working out
the sroblems im the fleld and recelving the answer in the erib eor
gr enary, must be personal and local, Thus, the average farmer
to be & suceess must be educated for his vecation, and that
educution must be acquired in the eount.ry' go that he will nek
pe compelled te live in a city enviromment and have city habita
ind methods of thousght foreed upon him in that,
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ALYl reforms mual be wrought out by fexe process of céucsw
tion., We have ploeed incorreol values mﬁ teo narrow 1imits upon
what w8 haye labeled "education.® True sdugation 4z the leading
out of the mimg to o knowledge by helpful things ang tre most
impor tant cnd k‘akpm ko m gach indhidu&; are &m things for
whieh he will have the most use in life, ma the average man.
sheuld know wré the things with yhiel he had to deal in his life
wWork. m stored bralmy the alert oye and the skilled hand are
his equipment. Mental Mamim gin@-mﬂs more on how knowledge
ie goguired than upon the kia&cx ini‘brzmtm:z received, The
gducetion reguired for the rural distriet is one that ensbles m
furmer to be & mester of hnsb:mm, 8 peoad hawm.kar and am. 0
Intelligent and dependable ei bizan, The charac tor of the W
makey snd the gitizenship are necessarily hemk bassed on the
suscess of the hns‘b;.n&ry I% iz impossible to estabXiah M
maintain & him Wm SW totel inm@fficient and o work

out & higher rure vilisattob and an exalted citizenship wifhe
puttke art ani tha*mim of agrieul tire are brought to such a

degree of perfestion t,mﬁ *&w will wrest from the sodl the means
nscecsary to establish m mort the higher plame of living.

Svery step ir the human uplift cowta semething, md how high
we can-go &emu upen how puch we can wrest from ihe eoil with
which to pay the cost of our progress, . .

The three great forces upon vhich we must dspend for rural
improvement are the home, the commen schools snd the church. The
great schools for the human race are homes and the cowmen achools,

not our colleges mnd universities, gréater in swount and value of



knowledge acquired. A pgood homg, be 1t evir se plain, with a
mother and Tather of sense and general culture, is nature's
Gniversity and is more richly endowed for the brain of youths
then Harvard or Yale,

Pirst among all teachers is that high Driestess of {he home
whom we knew ws mother. She inspires as well as instructs. liext
to her in work and worth are the common sdiools teachers. They
supplement the home training and lay the foundation for knowlcdge
MRERE alanlg the lines of _wisﬁam. Our rural reform then must
cormence with the homs., Bub the problem is how to reach the home
affeotively and re~adjust it uwpon & higher plane,

The Parmers! (o-Operative Administration work of the United
States Dopartment of Agrieul&umhaa, we think, suecessfully
golved that problem, bytsending agents to the rural homes and
showing the farmers how to inerease their gains by improved
me thods of mmwoﬁ Bach farmer is asked to work out the
problem upon his Munnﬁ thug orove to himself that the insirue-
tion is eorrect, .'

The chief inspiration that can come teo a furmer is by
achievement upon his own farm. Suecces lends confldence and
inspiratian snd the inereased gaine from his efforts act direetly
upon the home giving improved conditions as well as inspiration.

The Parmers' Co-op rative administration work direc 1y
tov ched nearly 300,000 farmers and influentially ig an important
fastor for reform in eleven states, The promoters of this work
are confident that nearly all men desire better things, hetter
cond itiens of life, provided the moens can be supplied by which

they cean attain them  rt is gratifying to note that the results



have more than met the expectations of these engaced in that work.
Until the homes have made some progress it will bhe a difficult

thing for the schools to aceomplish all that 1s desired, The

sehocl teachers have tried no doubt properly to impart instructien

branches

of fundamental and good mental training, butl they hHave almest umle
versally cast ebout the school-room an atmosphere remote from country
life snd planted the influences that eventually lead to an abane
donment of the farm. As one has expressed it "the rural school

i mostly & city mehool located at a country crosseroad.

The people have seen that semething was wrong with our schools)
that there should be a reform and that good scheols should be
allied more closely to rural life and & number of stales have

pagsed laws demanding that agriculture be taught in the publis
senools, This has spread consternation among the tenchers, amd
well it might. ¥or the Yzgislators did not kmow exactly what they
wanbed., Agrieullbure is a very broad term and it includes within its
requiremen ts nearly every branch of human im knowledge, so that under
the law the teacher may tesch a little geolegy, biology, chemistry,
ethies or any ether seienge and still be within the requirements of
the law, [t is quite natural in order that ~hen we first sce
anything we see 1t as & whole and afterwards in ite parts. Vhat
work is needed Tor common schools iz net agriculture as a whole
but some definite reguirement that can bexmmiEm.met, The three things
universally needed are the garden, the cow and peul fry raising.
Bacsuse on these three things the gre;t wmases of the pecple must
dapend for their living and hence xm:n rural districts they are

universally necessary. If instead of reguiring agriculture they had

passed lows that these three branches should be taught, there would




preparation to meet the s1tuation, But when agrieulture iz demanded
they simply stand agast. Nat relly the first brush of the sehool
foom is ®m to prepare a bhook w8 if agriculture could be taught out
of a hook., And what kind od books have we had presented? Heraoaf X
Some e:f them gald something; in fact, they neprly all saild something
but they said teo much. Now, ifi the scionce of agriewlture im really
taught in any schoolas, the first thing we ought to do ig to &ao=
complish 311 thair sides, because it will require the whole time of
a student during the perigd of his gehool attendance Lo aconire the
things that relate L0 agriculture, but if, upen the other hand, we
eliminate books in our jnstruetione asnd have in connection with
every rursl sclioel & practical Taym garden, a few well managed farms
snd@ n omall creamery belonging W some nearby farmer, instruetlen
eould be given that would be valuable, The purpose of this is
that the student sheuld graduate 4m knowings somothing definlie
ingtead of & lot of indefinite things thatb the student may be
prepared to enter suscessliully upbn a career of usefulnecss. This
will require of course a consolidation of rural schools, and Xoks
it is high time that thils wus done. In the kindergarten éays the
common schools when enly a few things were taught, it was well
enough that one could be established in every 16 ighborhoed. How

go much is expeeted of the schools and S0 many branches must be

taught that it can not Jx suecepsfully msuoeiood k garry out its
mission unless it be a graded gchool and the townshlp prineiple be
made the unit, It is better ror parents to send children & greater
dietance md have them attend a real school whers they can comple te
their edueation, than te have the forms of & school without the
reality close to their deers, The things required, then, of ihe
school are first, congolidation; secondly, instruetion in sgriculs=

s gl ¥ the Jennt interferance pocsible with the currioulum =1l




devised and which has been worked out for the common gehools by the
experience end wisdom of the ages. This can be done as stated
by having very little text-beok work and making the agrioul ture
practicel md largely an outdoor recreation, eonfining it to a
few things theroughly teaught and well understood, The h&x dairy,
the poul try and garden are each dxportent for the town and the
country.

The rural church is -Jﬁ'gtﬁly 1igble to a similar oriticlss.
The pastor instead of being & leader in rural thought and progress
as well zs spiritwally, united te his people by ties of sympa thy
and helpfulnese in material thinzs and the sustaining force of @&
gocial 1ife im the country, is a potent factor in magnifying the
advan tages of the city. :



-

AGRICULIURAL EDUCATION FOR THE RURAL DISTRICES.

In & narrow way this topic mey be limited to the kimd of
husbeandry thet chould be tavght the rurel masses, and how to
gsuccessfully teesch it., In a brosder wey it may include the
linee of education moet helvfuvl to the toilers upon the farms,
and how to convey this instruetion so smecessiully thet it will
trensform and enrich rurel life. We ghall diescuss the topie
mainly slong these broader lines. Firet, however, let ﬁs
cutline scme of the more salient rural conditions as compared
with cities:

let,~ There is & much lower earning capacity of the rural
toiler than of his equal in the city eané = conseguent dlissatis~
fection upon the part of the ferm wage-earner.

24. There ig & lower and more hazsrdous return from farm
investmnents than from_those in commercial or trensportation
lines end & conseguent Alsinclinetion to hold country property.

3. In the past helf-century rural improvenment hes not
kept pace with eivie, and social conditione upon our ferme have
declined by the removel of many old and cultured femilies to the
eity. The progress of our cities has been g0 vhenomenal that
they heve attrscted people of educetion end refinement to the
detriment of the country, ané it hes especislly lured the brainy
youths‘of the farm with the vigions of becoming cepteins of indus-
try.

4the There hae been & greduel incresse of ternant farming,

t111 it now represents ebout 407 of the totsl, and the mervelous




advance of cities in populetion, weslth ané¢ politicel power is
part of the current history which indicetes rediecal chenges in
our commonweslth not gretifying to lovers of & hroad liberty.
6th. From the sgtendpoint of the ptatesmen, our large
cities are desnger places on the mep of our republic. Homes
gre go costly that only the rich oean own them. The poor, and
even those of considersble earning power, are tenents at will.
Ihe industrie]l enterprises are veet and it reguires enormcus
weelth to hendle them, Esch supports en ermy of employees,
ell dependent upon & mengging wills In severel of our lergest
cities there is & large number of men go ecompletely dependent
for a day’'e toil that they are compelled tc cast their votes for
&8 job, and there are es many morc who sre unevoidably influenced
by their Jobe. I1his we o2ll mase compulesion. There is also,
where greet numbers are aggregafad,'a meee lesdership regerdless
of wealth. Generally this represents crgeniszed and predstory
voverty.

The prosperity im cities, so fer as it relates to the masses,
is illusory.

The number of toilers who finally sequire & reasonasble re-
serve for old ege in the country ss compered with the seme cless
in the cities, ie se ten to one, taking the whole country into
accounts

While the wage is high in the cities, the cost of rents and
living &xre in proportion. The multiplied attresctions induce &
habit of liberel spendéing, not condueive to economy. L1he small
farmer mey esrn less but he can save more.
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Rural conditions in the Nation are not what they should
be. Of course there are meny exceptions, but it is true as
& whole. lany snd radicel reforms must be vorked out before
idee]l conditions can be establised generally in the country.

(1) £ mueh lerger per cent of the fermers emd their fem-
ilies must be broadly educeated and of high cherscter.

(82) The ferm lands must be so improved end menaged as
to yield e more certein end profiteble return for lebor ex-
pended, and afford greater profit then employment in the c¢ity.

(3) ‘ihe ferm improvements must be durable, suited to the
recuirements of the ferm, convenient end ettractive.

(4) Churcheg, schools, mesne of communicstion, sccial
eonditione end eopportunities for eccumuleting wealth &snd for
eivie preferment for the messes in the country muet be ee good
ag, or better than, thoepe in the city.

The problem is how to effect thesce rurel chenges for the
better. Hduncation belng so imrortent, meny have thought and
still think, that the esteblishment of sgricultursl schools
will accomplish the object. Forty years trisl hes showm that
mogt of the youth, eollege trained, whether in sehools of 2grie
cultrre, science, or clagsice, leave the farm for reasong not
diffienlt to be understocd. Ihe education required is one
that cen reech the afult messes ss well as the young, and

will hold them to the ferm. The error is in g failure to esee
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that the situstion can not be overcome by & college edueation,
however helpful it may be to the graduate as a/citizan. The
practicel and sene wey of accomplishing the result is to induce the
farmers to try better methods and note the result, to improve
their farms, to meke tillage less expengive and production more
ecertain, to double the orop per mere and heslve the cost. While
the farmer suecessfully solves the problems of the farm, his
experience widens and he becomes & brosder man, till he is bdbroad
enough to size up the whole situation and has the mesns to @X=
ecute his plans. Ae men broaden they will have sspirations forx
their children, and better scholsstiec education will sccompeny
the genersl uplift;

#ell informed men who ere successiul fermers are gensrally
agreed that a thorough kmowledge of egriculture ean be acquired
in one way only, and this is by working out the problems of the
ferm upon the farm. UThere is & world of details, of business
knowledge, skill and tect about ferming that cen be aequired
only by contect with the soil and practical experience in farm
1ife. ‘

This educatiom of the farmer uponm his farm by working out the
problems in the field end receiving the amswer in the e¢ridb or
granary, must be personal and locsl. Thus, the aversge farmer
to be & suecess must be educated for his occupetion, and that
education must be accuired in the country 8o thet he will not
be compelled to live in & eity environment and have eity

hebite and methods of thought forced upon him in that

willss




susceptidle period during which he acquires an education.

A1l reforme must be wrought out by some process of education.
We have placed incorreet veluee end toe rerrow limits upon what
we have labelled education. Irue edueation is the leading ont-
of the mind to & knowledge of helpful things, and the most im-
portant end helpful to eeck individusl are the things for whieh
he will have the most use in life. For the average msn, educstion
better be full and accurate in limited useful linee than narrow
end desultory in bdroad lines. Whal the aversge men should know
are the things with which he has to deal in his life work. Lhe
stored brain, the slert eye and the gkilied hand are his equip-
ment, Mental discipline depende more on how knowledge is aoquired
thap upon the kind of information received. The fermer needs a
broader knowledge of home things., Ihe education required for the
rural districts is ome that enables the farmer to be & master of
husbandry, & 200d home-meker,and en intelligent and dependable
citizen. ‘ihe cheracter of the home-meker and the citizenship
are necessarily based on the success of the husbendry. It is
difficult to estadblish and meintain a comfortable home upon an
income totelly insufficient and it is impoesible to work out
& high rurel civilizatdcn end &n exelted eitizemship in the
country without the art and the science of sgriculture are
brought to such & degree of perfection that they will wrest from
the goil the meens necessary to esteblish emd support these
higher plénes of living. The order of sequence in the uplift

of the country, from & meteriel stendpoint, ie as follows:
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let.-CGrester net geins must be wrested by the farmer
from the soil.

2d.- ihe incressed geins must be applied, in pert, to
an improvement of the homes and their enviromments, to & re-
ed justment of the rural schools &nd a re-8llirnment of the
rurel churchesg.

%4+~ The improvement of the mesns of transportation
and communicstion, the highways, the telephones, rursl free
delivery, ete.

4th. "he restoration to the country of such manufectures
a8 are closely relsted to the Term.

An ineresse of the net gains obteined from the farm is
given the first place in this uplift because every upward step
in eivilizetion coste something, and the betterment must com-
mence &8t the point of securing & greater income.

¥hat primery remedy for the improvement of rurad conditions
ghould & republic propose where £ll the adult mele citizens
are expected to exercise, through the ballot, the functions of
a ruler? Evidently it should be one thet cen directly snd im-
medistely benefit all the people. More than nine-tenths of
the rurel population are limited by their conditions to &n ed-
ucation provided by the country distriet school. The primery
remedy that cen be successfully applied to help all the rural
people, one that will be effective and immediate, is to in-

crease the net esrnings of farmere and farm laborers. If
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each farmer is shown how to produce twice ae much to the acre
as he now produces, and at less cost, it will be & profit in
whieh all rurel classes will share snd will be the basis of
the greatest reform ever known to rural life.

How oan the knowledge of better sgricultursl methode be
conveyed to the messes in & way so effective thet the methods
will be accepted and their prectice become common? This has
been golved by the Farmers' Cooperative Ilemonstration "ork
whicek is en effective system for instructing farmers, and for
the readjuetment of rural conditions. Its purpese is:

(1) To reform agriculture end meke it &an occupation of
rrofit and pleasure.

(2) To improve rursl conditions.

(2) 7To broaden and enrich rursl life.

(4) 7o make the ferm sttractive and country residence
desirable.

The fermer is necessarily conservative, but offer him &
genuine thing and préve it and no ome is more respogsive. He
will not accept what bee not been fully tested, end he must
see it to believe. Moreover, he must work out the problem on
his own farm. Inereasse the net income of the average farmer
and wages of the rural toiler and the first etep necessary

to the uplift of the rural masses will have been tsken,
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Then the following results will be brought about as rapidly
ags time will permit:

(1) The smencipation of the fermer from the bondage of
debt.

(2) The ownersghip of more and better tools, teams, and
gtock on the farm.

() 7The improvement of the land and the home.

(4) Better rurel school builldings end more months of
schooling.

{6) Better highwaye, rural-meil delivery, and telephone
service,

The Fermers' Cooperstive Demonstretion Vork simply induces
some farmer in every rursl neighborhood to plece an objeet
lesson on hig farm for the purvose of showing whet better meth-
ods cen do for the net income,

The first steps in 8ll true educetion are by objeel lessons
end not by b&nkm.

Vhat other forces heve we that cen be helpful in improving
country condlitions¥

The three greet factors in rural civilization are the home,
the common school snd the church. Ihe greatest school for the
humen rece are our homes &nd the cormon seheols,- not our
colleges snd universities,- greatest in cmount and value of

the knowledge eaccuired. A country home, be it ever so plein, with
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e fether and mother «f sense end gentle eulture is Neture's
universeity end is more richly endowed for the training of
youth than Harverd or Tale.

Peerlese smong a2ll teschers is that high priestess of the
home, whom we know as mother. “he ingpires ss well &e instruects.
Hext to her in work end worth are the common school teschers.
They suprlement the home treining snd lay the foundation of
knowledge slong the lines of wisdom.

The chureh is & great tescher. It gives dignity ené honeo¥x
to men, stebility to society and infinitely broadens the human
herizon.

One reason why thece three great forces have notl sccomplished
more in the country ie that they heve scted independently, rather
then cooperatively. Home conditioms heve beem too little af-
fected by school snd church. The school teachers have tried,
no doubt honesgtly, to impart instruetiom in the fundementel
brenches and give mentel training, but they heve almost un~
iverselly cast eabout the school room en &tmosvhere remote
from country life end plented the influences that eventuelly
lead 1o an ebtendonment of the ferm. AS one has expressed it
"The rursl school is meostly a city school located at a country
erossroad,

“he rural church is Juestly lisbhle to & similer eriticienm.
The pastor, insteed of being & leader in rurel thought and prog- -
regs, @8 well as spirituel life, united te hie people by ties
of gympathy and helpfulness in meterisl things, and the pro-
moter and the sustaining force of a real sociel life in the

country, ie a potent faetor in magnifying the adventages of




the eity to the detriment of the country, and is ever hoping
thet he mey be trensferred to the city. How can we reallignm
and correlete these, the rurel home, the rurel school and the
rural church?

The work of readjustment must commence with the school end
the echureh., It is within the power of &n enlightened publie opin-
ion to reach the school at once:

1st.~-2y reguiring every country school teacher to heve
elementary training in sgriculture.

2d.- By requiring thet every wumen teacher for rural
schools shaell pass examinetion in domestic science before re-
ceiving & certificate.

3d.~- Every tescher should kmow hygiene and the simple
remedies for the common disecses.

Reduce, if necessary, t e number of hours devoted to books
and put some time on the knowledge abeolutely essential to meake
1ife oomfortable. Let us tredc a little Romen history for the
gcionce of homemeking, and some of the rules of grammer, if need
be, for rnlee of better living, and some of the useless puzzling
problems in the baek of the arithmetie for problems of the farm
worked out in the school garden plets. Let the teacher teke a
humen interest. lLet the country sehool tescher get connected
with the ferme end the homee &nd not make the school house &m
island where gtrange bipeds come in evefy day to be veecinated
with the virus of books and depart et night with an inflammation
of the brain instead of ussble knowledge. Let the teachers know
the things of their environment snd have & sympathy with toil
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and the homee will be sttrected to the school house gnd the
mother will ebecord as much from the tescher &z the daughter.

Let the rurel preacher be connected up to hie field of labor,
How? Iet him graduste at o college of agg}cultare and of medicine,
as well a8 et & school of Tivinity. Let him get sway from his
remctenese end preach about bettering ferm life. let his heroces
be ferm boys and hig angels farm girle. Then he pays & pestoral
vigit let him go into the fleld and meke good suggestions about
ferming, instead of sitting ebout the houee end waiting for the
yellow-legged chicken to be served. If there is anyore siek, let
him be prompt with his gervices. This is exactly what the mission-
aries do in foreign lende to ettract and attsch the people to
their caupe. It will work juet &5 well here as there. Usefulness
is valuable everywhere.

The prescher snd the teacher should be the lesders im founding
8 true rurel society,- genial, instructive, promoting hermony and
Qooﬁ will snd tonding to unity of action. The tremendous power
of socisl unity is meinly loet or ies inoffective in the country
for leck of organizetion. Rursl publie opinion and rural sentiment
must be revitalized and wield ite power for the ecommon good.
Tublie opinion governe in the vest domein that lew does not reech.
It determines home conditions, the trestment of children, the
rospect givem to age, the clothing we wear, the schooling we re-
ceive and the religion we asccept. 4An enlightened rural pubiiq
opinion develops & rurel pride, forces & readjustrment of the
howe, establishes the rights of the femily end the smenities of
the soaeial compsct.
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The model farm dwelling end its environment, the nester farm
snd betier eguipment, the touches of refinement avout the school-
house and the churches, are determined by the lews whieh publie
opinieon hes written into the statutebooks of rurel society.

Where there is no rurel sociel orgenisations there is & chaes or
barbarism in the comditions of life outeside the law. Two races,
with & eolor line in the same territory, are & grest barrier te
gocial improvement. There &re two public opinions, two codes

of honor, two standards of morality, and two schools of ethical ‘
training. Sepresation would be better. As stated, it is the
provinee of the rural church and the school to orgenize oountry
aociety and ereate this resdjusting public opinion.

In sddition to the school gerdens and nsture lessons, we
osn teach practical sgrioculture. VWomen teachvrs osn give this
instruction a9 well &8 men, upon the following plan:

Organize boys' elubs for the produetion of corn snd other
gtendsrd orops, upon their fathers' farms. ILimit the plet %o
an acre or half-sore. Establish rnlns.for the govermmeni of the
contest snd the distribution of the prizes, and get the instrue~
tions from the State College of Agrieulture or the Parners' Co-
operative Demonstration Work of the United States Department of
Agriculturees The United 3tates Demomstration Work now has en-
rolled & zood meny thousend boys to whom it 18 giving instructions.
Last yecr one boy in Mississippi mede 127§ bues of corn on an
asre, while the State everage was only about 15 bushels per acre.

Upon the seme general plen girls' clubs in domestic science

sould be orgenized and operated, teking instructdons from the



techer of domestic salence at the Gollege of Agrioultmre in

iaah stete. If the spoom can deplete the resources of the farm

more repidly then the shovel can incresse them, then the train=

ing of girls in home nuaaglmcaﬁ is the most im ortsnt breneh of
sgrisulture, and b&siﬂta, the girls are the homemakers.

The Farmers' Cooperative Temonstration Work of the United
dtates ﬁoyur&a;ﬁt\at Agriculture is susceptible of very wide sp~
plicsation. Lest year & rursl church in Texes was in debt sbout
$260.,00 snd eould see no way of liguidating its The ladies of
the church lessed ten scres of lend and planted it to cotton.
They plented it under the directioms of our local Demonstration
Agent, hired 8ll the work done snd netted & sum sufficient to
pay the debt. 4 number of Ladies' Add 3@@&3%19& have adopted the
plen. Rupel schools in need of funds for libreries, improvement
of buildings, or besutifying the grounds, have planned to meke
the needed ﬁwﬁay instead of begging it, and et the same time give
sn object lesson in practical sgriculture. =

The auaaaautul former must be en ali-round, meny-sided man
nnd capable of adjusting himself at all times to new conditions.
He should h:ive some u»ahnn}aul knowledge ani akill. Just &
knowledge of how to :aiaa'a'arop éna eare for stook does not
make s farmer. An importent part of suscessful forming is the
best egquipment and improvementis.. Everyvhere throughout the
country there is & shocking lack of mechsmicel kmowledge snd
gkille It is shown in the buildings, the feﬁaca, in the genersl
ferm arrangements a&nd in the maﬁh%psxy. For success upon the
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form, & kmowledge of mechanies 15 second im importence omly te
& knowledge of agricalture. lechsuieal knowledge and akill
should come like sommon sense through absorptien by placing
sugines, mashinery and to-ls 4x the hends of ohildren. Jome of
the moat zkdliful encimeers and cerpentere snd blaskamithe
never eonaciously gseuwved en hour of apprenticeship. No Tuymer
can afford $¢ send for o mechenic to atbend to the minmor repalra -
they mast be done by the wmen on the ferm. Altached to every
sountry sehool house should be & roum for the practice of me-
shenica. The use of tovle is a neosssary pert of & common eduom=
tions 1t will give mental dirostion as well as skill. Most
boys esm net tell the width or hefzht of the everage door threugh
which they dsily pass, nor the prorer proporilen of W ndows to
the rooms. Theilr eyes were never opened to see industrisl
vhings. Jome axe able to %alk learnedly sbout the Aoropolis,
or the Pentheon, or the Dome of Jt. Peter, but to know sbont the
house in whish they live, this would be vulgsr. There iz me
plage for sueh xot in thin utiliterion sge. Not {0 know the
%hm with which we eome in delly conteet is dense ignorsmoe,
‘2wo common branches mot uswelly taught bub of great ime
pertance sre the dignity of lsbor ead the value of thrift,-laber
éa assenilal to physicsl and mentsl vigor, und thrift, thet which
sonserves tho products of lebor, can be mont saccessfully teught
47 the eountry, Move than helf the people of our towns and oitdes,
A% 11 thet oould lebor sre imeluded, are 1dlers, spenders of
ww&‘m ingtead of prom ters, hunting for servents instesd of M
i Lok tell. Iz citles the influenses for spending sre domingnt,



The half pgrown boys and girls of the wvillages and leaser
¢ities conld make gerdens and raigse the fruits end poultry for
the femily if they woulds It might brown their skins and soil
their hends but it would help them to do something and to know
something, It would strengthen the family pecketbook and help
the femily cherseter, In the country lebor is honoresble and
thrift & necessity and hence & large per cent of the lesaders of
industry are country-bred boya.

The most valuable soguisition for the rural population
is common sense. There is u large measure of thinge in the life
‘wpon the frrm that can not be adjusted by law. They must be
adjusted b, common sense, Common sense is simply an intimete
1mowledge of common things sad how o use theme It is sequired
by home teaching and conimet with others. The teacher osm
greatly enlarge the body of knowledge of common things by daily
hints that lead out the youthful minds to full investlgation.

ENVIROUMEST EDUCATIOH.

There are tremendous educational forces in our environments.
In the great cities and in the manufacturing genters there has
been for centuries smnd probably will continue to be, the unrest
that srices from a confliet between sggregated capital and or-
geniged labor, These conditions will produge certain types of
citizens. Prweperous and contented communities of smell farmers
distributed over the entire country will produce smother type of
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wen who, in habits of life and in politicel belief, will be slmoat
exeetly the opposite of the former snd will ot s¢8 o counter-
poise in adjustmenta of govermment. A prospervus, intelligent and
eontented rural po ulation is therefore, evsential to our national
perpetuity., The world's experience has shown that the best way

to secure this is to encourage the division of all the lands

into small furms, owned and opersted by one family. There are

two ways to look at a small ferm; enﬁ is, and the ocmmon way,

thaet 1t is & place to mske a living, but rather & hard place,

and should be sold as soon a8 enything easier is ound. The other
is thaet the ownership of land is a mark of honor; thet & patent

%o land is & title to mobility, a right to sovereigmty. The
ownership must be sbsolute, subjest only to the State, so that
each proprietor is the independent sovereign of a portion of the
United States, with the finel authority through the ballot, to
gontrol the loecel, County, State and Hational governmenta; a
position of great dlgnity und power. 7Te speak of the sovereign
peoples Are they to be sovereign in fact or in theory only? If
in fact, then each eitizen must own and control something. In a
gsonse he must be & lord of o certain territory. It is cslled e
farm, but legelly 1t is e subdivision of the State to «hich the
farmer is given perpetusl title, that he may have the meens to
support his position &s an independent sovereign #1th dignity,

and that by absolutely governing & smell portiom of the United
dtates, he may wisely assist in governing the whole . This is

ikl




the attitude of the state towsrds individusl ownership of lend,
and these lands should be of an ares that will come nesrast

%o the development of the perfect citdzen end ruler. It must
not be 80 large thet the income cen suppert the ownor without
eflfort on hia part; nor should it be so amall thet 1t will
make o were toiler out of the owner, for this narrows the
intelliect, It should be lerge enough %o provide good farm
equipment bulldings, machinery and stoek, and furnish lsbor
for the family. The snnuel income must be sufficient te
improve the ferm, e ducate the femily, ams-ist in starting its
members in ways of independent supports end to provide a regerve
for old sge. The United states hee fixed that awount st 160
soross The right meresge of the ferm must dcpend upon Gondi-
tioms. In seml-arid sectioms it might reguire more ther double
thet number and near large cities, less then one~fourth mizht
answer the purytse.

Commnitios of smwall fermers tend to promote common honesty;
e respect for the rights of others snd for lew. No one is rich
encugk to dominade hils neighbors mor sc poor thet his influence
mey be disregerded. Thedr stock, products end gro verty are ex-
posed to trespassers oad &predttﬂ‘i, henoe & comnon interest
unites them for matusl protection :nd the primery lessons of
society are taaght.

The eduseiion sequired on the smell farm brosdens eitigenship,
becsuse it 13 & many-sided edueation and gives gorrect impressisns
of meny pheses of 1ife. All over the world the small independent
farmers 8ra staunch supporters of conservaetive government. Fhey




ere intense loverse of home and opposed to radical changes,
A% URCE L

Ultimately the small former learns t0 kevp a resecrve of
¢ash egainst emergencies and these aggregated sccumulations

become very important factors in the capital of our nation,
for they are more reliable than the deposits from commereial
sources. The vest sums of money necessary to carry on the bus- |
iness of a nation, are not derived from the deposits of sapitel=
ists, but from the ageregriion of millions of thrifty, small
depositors. This is especially true of England, Frence, Cer-
many and the United States.

If 81l is considered educati n thet lesds out, develops
or trains the individusl, then the smount sequired in even the
best schools is only & frection of what the everage men mst
¥now to sugseed in life. It is of the highest importence then
to the state thet thie greater body of knowledge should be
eorrect, broad, corsorvetive, and elevating. Liberal provision
has been made by the stete, by churches, and by individusl gifts
for schools, but the moulding of this great beody of knowledge
to the best interests of society hes been mainly left Vo the
gaprice of individusl efforts. ([he state ean with propriety
espeaialiy foster such conditions of soeiety, such lines of
industry, or such oscupations as evidently ftend to mental
and physical vigor, to breadth of undegatanﬂing and to the
best eitizenship and to the stability of the state. For
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these ends no more potent influence has buen-ibnna than an intel-
ligent, prosperous and aenten#ea body of thrifty small farmers.
States snd the National Government have aided by the gift of
free lends for homes, and by the promotion of rural schools and
free mail delivery.

What is the next step to be takent=-better highways end
sonsolidation of rural schools. The need of better highways
is Yoy apperent %o rejuire discussion here.

Vhen raral schools were first established in the United
States, education in the country wes elementary. A8 the demend
for higher education becsme comuon, the atiempt wes made to.
graft on to the common schools higher branches, until freguently
& teacher in the country has thirty or forty e¢lesses in one day.
Under such oconditions thoroughness is impossible. In the readjusted
rarsl school the townskip should be the units One goovd graded
rurel school is better than six to nime half equipped, hslf teught,
wholly negleeted neizhborhood sehools, where the traveler is
frequontly in deubt whether the building is e dwelling without
tenants, or & beym without lodder, and where & few months of
achooling is given to eese the parentel ﬂonnainntﬁ. #nd where
the prineipal objeet '8 to teach the sclence of how to study
books without sequiring sn education., This consolidsted rural
school wiil be better equipped, betior maenaged end bettor teught.
It is the only way rurel educaliion cen be mude creditable and
sdeguate to the requirements of country lifes "he ® nsolideted
rurgal school must do for the couniry what the High School has
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done for the city. Sueh & school will orgamize rural society,
establish snd meintein rurel publie opinion, and provide ade=-
quate edusation for the Yoilers upon the ferms. In such schools
agricnlture, the mechanic arts, and domestie eeonomy can be
teuzhts I can be & resl rurcl sehool. Is 4t mot betier that
those who love the country and believe that its development,
enriohmen: and oulture are necessary to our nationsl 1life, should
unite upon some plan to congulifate the rural school, than to
esteblish & few district agriemliural schoole?
The objection to an ggricultural high school in ecsh canm-
“gressiomel District is that it removes the boys from the farms
and homes, gives z semi-city enviromment, increases the cost of
gducation to such e&s avail themsclves of its offers, and tekes
money from all the people t. provide advanteges for a few, and
that few generslly beat able to help themselves., Such sehools
oonld only provide traiming for & few, whereas the necessity
for vocationsl eduseti.m is universal and should be provided for
all. Shnulﬁ the Davis Bi11l be resurrected &n smendment will
be offeredi= ¥Firat, that additicnal mecns be furnished our col-
leges of Agriculiure to ansble them to prepare iteachers for
rural schools; and scgondly, thet the funds propeosed Tor distrioct
sgriculturel high sehools shaell be given to &ld comsolldoted
rurel schools, |
1 have Gtried to make cleer the importanee of an education
in common things for comuorn people, &s 0opposed %0 the exceptionsl
and the remote and the extraordinary. If w§ heve no more time




then necessery to become perfeet in the knowledge of one cuuntry,
let that country be our own. Study the history, the language,
the goil, the climete, the enimals, the birds, the plents and
&ll the conditions that make for home suceess end comfort. If
still there be inclinstion, leisure end meens, then extend the
researches into foreign knds. We are on the wromg line. e
have tried to master ancient history without kmowing modern. Ve
have attempted to trenslete the clegsies, end have fsiled for laeck
of Emglish; our ten-story buildings without foundstion or lower
stories have not proven good sir structures. A great netion is
not the outgrowth of & few men of genius, but the superlative
worth of & greal common peo-le. Mew will attempt to controvert
this étatemﬂnt. Our differenqes appear when we undertake to
outline & course of study essential to the meking of & great
comnon people. e are egreed, however: That to meet our highest
idesls, each individual in 21l the claases, oceupations snd pro=-
feaasions of eur émnm&nnaaiﬁh must be strengthened end developed
in his 1lifework to the extent of hig oapacity. Chemistry, botany,
entomology, blology, meshanical conditions of the soil, plants,
mechanics, ete., must be teught to the extent required in the
vocation to.be followed, and with special adeptation to it. A%
present they sro taught om the iron bedstead plan, the ssme for
all.

I have tried to show thaet there ere smple forces in the
field for the readjusiment of rural conditions, if vitaliged

end brought into service. There is elweys a elass eager to
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esteblish new agenciss, to Join battle with wnteated equipment,
to attack strongholds with raw militie, and to atorm impregnable
fortresses with guns that would mot breseh & camp tent. It has
taken gcenturies to esteblish the schools we now bhave. With e
1i%cle readjustment thoy will do the work required for agricui-
ture. Even in this reallipmment to include instruction in
sgriculture there is denger that we mey eliminate branches of
great value snd noceesary to the rounding out of the rurel
toiler in his obligetions to huren soolety. For after all, in
molding men by the procssses of. o&aﬂwia_n there is something
more then just fitting them for o yooation. The sim should be
to make & greater common man, and unless this cen be done voge-
tiomel training will be & failure beseuse of the nerrowing of
his social lines, the dwarfing of his sense of obligation o
the stete, and & semi-parslysis of his morel neture. Unleass
the main objeot of &ll education for the mesces is the malting
of & great oommon pegple, we shell fail., HNeither a score of
statesmen nor & brigade of seholers mcke & grest nation. If our
institutions ere (o be preserved it must be scoomplished by
naking greatness cummon,~ More thoroughness, sublime faithful-
ness, exalted charaoter, grester breadth, perfect integrity,

8 larger view of humen rights end God's requirements; millions

of inspired doers who give to every cereati.n of their hsndiwerk
such perfection of soccomplishment thet whet men has wrought blends
perfectly with what God hes created; millions of wcholars in their

rurel homes fostering knowledge and promoting art; millions of
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statesmen toiling on the farms end in the factories, working out
the details of & brosder national 1ife, end millions of philan-
thropists meking gains to better the worlds

Yhat can teschers do to help our rural conditions? Every-
thing. They sre an essential pert of the greatest of all
universities, the home., They have charge of the extercsion courses;
they eam inspire in youth & love of knowledge and make all its
avenues look delightful; they cen unlock the books vhich ere
treasure~houses of humen wisdom, snd give them o golden key; they
ean osuse the soil to become more responsive to the touch of
industry and the harvest more sbundant to meet the measure of
a larger hope; they cen add to the comforts of the home, Shope
ite enviromments into lines of besuty and incresse its atirac-
tiveness, till the home shall become the groatest magmot of
our pevple; they cen oreate & love of investigation and give it
direction; they can enlarge the knowledge 0of the people in
common things and thus lay the foundat om of the common sense. At
their 1ns§anso. fingera will touch the lines of definess, mechan-
o8l skill will become mmniversal, and thrift and slertness will
trensform the toilers into cepitsing of industry. Their missilon
is to mske & great eommon people an’' thus resadijust the mep of
the world. The keystone of Amcrican sivilazation is the haﬁ..
By some mysterious social convulsiom it has become loosened.
They een resch it from the pedesiel of the common sehool, push
it to 1ts plece and cement it in & way that wil' be enduring.
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Hemiloar tock the youthful Hennibal end mede him swear et
& sacred alter eternsl enmity to Romes Lat the teacher, om
bonded kmes and with uplifted hemd, a8t the altar of liberty,
gweey oternel emmity to ignoresnce, viece and erime, and the
dawn of e greater 1ife will sppesr; & nation of broader horisen
and highar purpose will st:nd forth to battle for humen rights.
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AGRICULIURAL EDUCATION FOR' THE RURAL DISTRICIS.

In 8 narrow way this topic mey be limited to the kind of
husbandry thset chould be taught the rurel magses, snd how to
guccessfally teseh its In & brosder wey it may include the
iinee of eduestion most helpful to the toilere upon the ferms,
snd how $6 convey this inetruction so smcceasfully that 1t will
trenaform end enrich rurel life. e shall discuss the topile
mainly &leong these bresder lines. ?1r&t, however, let us
outline some of the more sklient rural conditions as compared
with eitiee:

let,~ Jhere is & much lower esrning capeecity of the rural
toiler than of hie eguel in the eity end & conseguent dissatis~
fection upon the pert of the farm wege-earner,

2d. There ie & lower and more hazerdous return fron farm
investments thsn from thoge in,aommeroial or transportation
lines snd & congeguent disinclinstion to hold country property.

B In the pest helf-century rursl improvement hee not
kevt pece with eiwie, and socisl conditions upon cur ferme have
declined by the removel of meny old and eultured femiliee to the
eity. ihe progress of omr cities hss veen eo rhemomenal thet
they heve attrscted people of education emd refinement to the
detriment ¢f the couantry, ané it hes eepeoially lured the brainy
youtgs of the farm with the vigions of btecoming ceptaing of indus-
try;

4ths There hes been & gredusl inercase of terent farning,

t111 it now represents ebout 407 of the totel, end the marvelous




advance of eities 4n populetion, weslth and politicel power is
part of the current history which indicetes radicel changes in
our commonwealth not greatifying to lovers of & broed liberty.

Bth. Prom the stendpoint of the stetesman, our large
cities sre danger places on the mep of our republic. Homes
are o costly that only the rich ean own them. The poor, and
even those of considersble earning power, are tensnts at will,
the infuestrisl enterpricee sre vast and it recuires enormous
wealth to handle them, Each suiporte an army of employees,
all dependent upon & memsging will. In severel of our largest
¢ities there is a lerge number of men so completely devendent
for a day's toil that they are compelled to east their votes for
& job, and there are gz meny mor: who sre nnaveidaebly influenced
by their Jobs. This we o0all mass compulsion. ZThere is also,
where greet numbers are sgprogeted, & mess leadership regerdless
of wealth. Generelly this re?rosenta orgenized and predstory
poverty.

The prosperity in cities, sc fer as it relates to the masses,
is illueory.

The mumber of toilsre who finally soquire a reasonable re=-
serve for old ege in the country as compered with the ssme cleaes
in the eities, ie ss ten to ome, teking the whole country into
aceount.

While the wage ie high in the cities, the cost of rents end
living s¥e in proportiom. The mmltiplied attractions induce &
habit of liberel spending, not condueive to economy. The small
fermer mey earn less but he can gave more. '
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Rural conditione in the Fetion e&re not wﬁat they should
be. Of course there are meny excepiiong, but it is true ae
& whole. MNeny and redicel reforme must be worked out before
ideal conditions can be esteblised generelly in the country.

(1} £ mueh lerger per cent of the fermers end theiy feam-
i1ies muet be broedly educnted snd of high cheracter.

(8) The ferm lsnds nuet be so improved end mensged &s
to yield sraore certein and profitedble returm for lebor ex-
prended, end afford grester profit then employment in the city.

(8) UYhe ferm improvements mmet be dureble, suited to the
recuirements of the ferm, cornvenient end eattrsctive.

(4) Churchee, schools, mesns of communicetiowm, soeisl
conditione and opportunities for acoumnleting wealth and for
civic preferment for the masees in the country murt be &8 good
gg, or better then, those in the oity.

The problem is how to effect these rursel chenges for the
better, Education being so imrortent, meny have thought end
still think, thet the esteblishment of esriculturel sehocls
will accomplish the object. ?orty years triel has shown that
moet of the youth, college trained, whether in schools of £rrie
culture, science, or clessice, leave the farm for reasons not
gifficult to be understood. CLhe cduoation reguired is one
that can reseh the adult mececes ss well se the young, end

will hold them to the farm. Ihe error is in & failure to mee



thet the situstion cam not be overcome by & cellege education,
however helpful it may be to the gratuate as & citizen. The
practiesl and sene way of sccomplishing the result is to induce the
farviers to try belter wethods and ncte the resull, to improve
their faxme, to meke tillege less expensive &nd production more
certain, to double the crop per scre and halve the cost. While
fhe {farmey successfully solves the problems of the farm, his
experience widens and he bectomes & brosder man, till he 1s broad
enough to eize up the whole situstion snd hes the meens to 6x-
ecutec his plene. Ae men broaden they will heve aspirations for
their children, and better scholestis eduvcation will sccompany
the general uplift.

Well informed meén who &re suceessinl farmers are generslly
agreed thet & thorough kmowledge of egriculture cem be scquired
in one way only, and this is by working out the problems of the
ferm upon the farm. There is e world of details, of business
knowledge, 8kill and teet asbout fsrming thet can be acquired
only by contaot with the soil and practical experience in farm
life.

This education of the fermer upon his farm by working out the
prodlems in the field and receiving the snswer in the crid or
grensry, must be personsl and locsl. Thus, the avertge farmer
to e & suocess muet be educated for hie eccupation, and thet
educetion muast be agouired in the country so that he will not
be compelled to live in & city environment &nd heve city
habits and methods of thought forced upen him in that
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suscertible periecd during which he acquires &m edugation.

All reforms must be wrought out dy some process of education.
We have placed incorreet veluee and too nerrow limits upon whet
we heve lebelled education. Irue educetion ie the leading out
of the mind to & knowledge of helpful things, and the mast im-
portent end helpful to each individuel are the things for whieh
he will have the most use in life. For the average men, educatiom
better be full snd sceurate im limited useful lines than narrow
end desultory in broed lines. What the everage men should know
are the thimgs with whieh he has to Gesl in his life work. the
‘atored brain, the alert eye &nd the skilled hand are his equip-
mont. Mental discipline depends more on how knowledge is sogquired
then upon the kind of information rooeived. The fermer needs &
brosder knowledge of home thinge. Lhe education reguired for the
raral diptricte is ome thet enables the farmer to be a mester of
husbendry, & g00d home=maker,8nd en intelligent and dependsble
citizen. The oharacter 6f the home-meker and the citizenship
are necessarily besed on the success of the hushsndry. It is
difficult to establish and meintain a comforteble home upon &n
income totally insuffiecient &nd it ie impossible to work out
8 high rursl eivilizetion &nd en exalted citizemship in the
sountry without the ert and the science of sgrioumltiure &are
brought to Sush & degree of perfection thet they will wrest from
the soil the means necessary to estsblish ené support these
higher plenes of living., JThe order of sequence in the uplift

of the country, from & meterisl stendpoint, 1is as follows:
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let.~Grecter net geins must be wreested by the farmer
from the soil.

2d.~ the incressed geins must be epplied, in pert, to
8n improvement of the homes and their emviromments, to 8 re-
ed justment of the rural schools end & re-slli nment of the
rural churches.

fds~ The improvement of the mesns of trancportetion
end ocommunication, the highwaye, the ‘belephanea. rural free
delivery, ete.

4th. The restoration te the country of such manufscturee
&8s sre closely related to the farm.

An inoresse of the net gaing obtained from the farm is
given the firet plece in this uplift becsuse every upward step
dn eivilization coste something, &nd the bettermen! must oom-
mence 8t the point of securing & greater income.

What primery remedy for the improvement of rural conditions
thould & republie propoee where 8ll the adult mele citisens
sre expected to exercise, through the ballot, the functions of
& ruler? Evidently it should be one that cen directly and im-
medistely benefit all the people. Lore then nine-tenthe of
the rurel population are limited by their comditions to en ed-
ueation provided by the country distriet schools Ihe primery
remedy that cen be successfully applied to help &ll the rural
people, one that will be effective and irmmediste, is to in-

crecse the net earninges of fermers end farm laborere., If
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each farmer is shown how to produce twice ag much to the acre
és he now produces, and at less cost, it will be & profit in
whieh 811 rurel clacses will share snd will be the besis of
the greatest reform ever known to rurel life.

How osn the knowledge of better sgricultursl methods be
conveyed to the messes in & way so effective thet the methods
will be mcoevted and their practice become commont This has
been golved by the Farmers' Cooperstive lemonstration "ork
whick ie en effective system for inetrueting farmers, and for
the readjucstment of rural sonditicns. Its purpose is:

(1) Yo reform sgriculture and meke it &sn oceupetion of
profit end pleasure.

(2) %o improve rurel conditions.

() 2o brosden and enrich rursl life.

(4) 7o make the farm sttractive and country residence
desirable.

The fermer is necessarily consgervative, dbut offer him &
genuine thing #nﬂ prove it and no one is more responsive. He
will not asccept what has not been fully tested, and he must
gee it to believe. Iloreover, he must work out the problem on
his own farm. Increase the net inocome of the everage farmer
end wagee of the rural toiler and the Tirst etep neceseary

to the uplift of the rursl msgses will have been tsken,
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fhen the following results will be brought z2bout as rapidly
g time will permit:

{1) 4ihe emencipation of the fermer from the bondage of
debt.

(28) The ownership of more and better tocle, teams, and
gtoek on the farm.

{B) 4She improvement of the land end the home.

(4) Petter rursl school buildings ené more morths of
gchocling.

() Better highways, rural-meil delivery, snd¢ telephone
gservice,

The Fermers' Cooperstive Demomstretion Work eimply induces
gome fermer in every rural neighborhood to plece &n object
lesson on hig ferm for the purpose of showing whetl better meth-
ode e¢en do for the met income.

The first steps in ell true educetion sre by objeot lessons
end not by boeks.

what other forees heve we thet esn be helpful in improving
country conditionse?

ihe three greet feotors in rurel eivilization ere the home,
the common school &md the church., The greatest achool for the
humen rece ere cur homes énd the common schoevlse,- not our
eolleges and universities,- grestest in cmount &nd velue of

the knowledge scouired. 4 country home, be it ever so plein, with
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e father and wother ¢f sense and gentle eulture is Hature's
univereity end is more richly endowed@ for the training of
youth than Farverd or Yale.

Peerlese among all teschers is thet high priestese of the
home, whom we lnow as mother. “he inspiree ese well as instructs.
Fext to her in work end worth are the common school teachers.
ihey supplement the home training sné lay the foundation of
kmowledpe slong the lines of wisdom.

The church is & great teecker. It gives dignity and honorx
to men, stability to society amd infinitely brosdens the human
herizon. ‘

Cne resmon why these three great forcee have not secomplished
more in the country is thet they have scted independently, reather
then ceooperatively. Home conditions heve beer too little af-
fected by schoel and church. The school tcachers have tried,
no doubt homestly, to impart inetruetioms in the fundemental
brenches end give mentel treining, but they heve slmoet un-
iversslly cast sbout the school room an stmosrhere romote
from country life end plented the influences that eventuelly
lead to en sbandenment of the ferm: 48 one has expressed it
"The rurel school is mostly & eity echool loseted st & country
crossroad,

The rursl church ie Juetly lieble to & similer eriticiem.
The pesstor, insteed of heing & leader in rursl thought and prog-
ress, 88 well as spiritusl life, united tc his people by ties
of synpethy and helpfulness in meterial things, ané the pro-
moter end the sustaining force of & real sociel life in the
country, ie a potent fnato:_in magnifying the adventagee of
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the eity to the detriment of the country, emd is ever hoping
thet he mey be trensferred to the city. How ean we reallign
and corrslete these, the rursl home, the rural school and the
rural church?

e work of reedjustment rmet commence with the school snd
the okureh, It ie within the power of &n enlightened pudlie opin-
ion to reseh the school at once:

1st.-By reguiring every country school tescher to have
elementery treining in sgriculture.

2d,- By reguiring thet every wimen teacher for rural
sehoole ghell vess exeminetion in domestic science before re-
geiving ¢ certificate.

3d.- Fvery teecher should kmow hygziene and the simple
remedies for the common diseases.

neduce, if necesssry, t'e number of houre devoted to books
and put some time on the knowledge ebeolutely essential to meke
1ife comfortable. Let us tradc & little Romen history for the
goience of homemsking, end some of the rules of gremmer, if need
be, for rules of better living, end some of the uselese puzzling
problems in the daegk of the erithmetie for probleme of the farm
worked out in the echool garden plete. Let the tescher teke &
humen interest. Let the country school teacher get connected
with the farme end the homes snd not mske the school house an
igland where ptrange bipeds come in every day to e veccinsted
with the virue of books end depart et night with an inflammation
of the brein instead of ussble knowledge. Let the teachers know
the things of their environmment end have & sympathy with toil
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and the homee will e attreoted to tha-achsul house &né the
mother will ebecrd e&s much from the teacher s& the daughter.

Iet the rursl prescher be connected up to his fielﬂ of labor,
How? lel him graduste at & collepge of sgriculture and of medicine,
ae well &8 8t & school of Tivinity. Let him get sway from his
renmotenesa end preack about bettering farm life. ILet hig heroces
be farm boye and hig angels farm girls. "hen he pays & pastoral
vipit let him go into the field and meke good suggestions about
ferming, inetead of sitting ebout the house end weaiting for the
yellow~legged chicken to be served. If there ie anyone sieck, let
him he prompt with hig services. This is exactly what the mission-
aries do in foreign lands to attreet and attech the people to
their caupe. It will work just se well here &s there. Usefulness
is valusble eoverywhere.

The prescher and the tcacher should be the leaders in feun&iné
£ true‘rural goclety,~- genia , instruvoetive, promoting harmony eand
good will end tending to unity of setion. The tremendous power
of pocial unity is maihly loet or is incffeetive in the country
for leek of organizetion« Rurel public opinion and rurel serntiment
muet be revitelized eand wileld ite power for the ecommon good.

Tublie opinion governs in the vest domein that lsw does not Teech.
It determines home conditions, the treetment of children, the
regpect glven to age, the clothing we wear, the schooling we re-
ceive and the religion we accept. Ain enlightened rurel public
opiniorn develops & rurel pride; forcee & readjustment of the
home, estatlichem the rights of the family and the amenities of
the soeiaa compect .
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fhe model ferm dwelling and its environwent, the nester farm
snd better eyuipment, the touches of refinement avout the schoole
house and the ohurches, aro determined by the lews whieh publie
opinion hes written into the statube hHooks of rural society.
Vhere there is no rurel social orgenizetions there is & chaos oy
barberism in the conditions of life outside the law. Iwo races,
with & color line in the same territory, are a grest berrier te
gocial improvement. There &re two publiec opinions, two eodes
ef homor, two standerds of morelity, and two schools of ethicsl
training. Segrecetion would be better. As stated, it is the
provinee of the rursl church snd the sehool to orgenize oountry
society and ereste this resadjusting public opinion.

in sddition to the school gerdens and nature lessons, we
ssn tesoh precticsl sgriculture. Vomen teachors esn give this
instructin as well &s men, upon the following plam;

Organize Doys' elubs for the production of corn and other
stenderd orops, upon their fathers' farms. Limit the plet to
an sore or half-scre. Fuitablish rales for the govermment of the
gontest smd the distribution of the prizes, snd get the instruo~
tins from the Jtete College of Agricultare or the PFarners' Co-
operative Demonsiraiion Work of the United “tates Department of
Agricultures The United States Demonmstration Work mow has en-
rolled & 2004 meny thoussnd boys to whom it is giving instractions.
Lest yecr one boy in Missisoippi mede 127§ bus of corn om an
asre, while the State everage was only about 15 bushels per acTe,

Jpon the same general plem girls' olubs in domestic seience
gould be owrgenized and operated, taking instructdons from the
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teacher of dowestle ssience at the College of Agricultmre in
each state. If the spoon cen deplete the resourses of the farm
more repidly tham the shovel oen incresse them, then the {rain-
ing of girls in home mensgement is the most importent branch of
sgrioulture, and besides, the girls are the homemalerc.

The Feraers' Qooperative Demonstration Work of the United
3tetes Deperiment of Agriculture is susceptible of very wide ap-
plicstion. Dest year & rural church in Texas weas in debt gbout
%%Q‘OG end eould see 1o way -af lignideting 1ts The ladies of
the church leassed ten seres ol land end planted 1t to cotton.
fhey planted it under the direetiona of our local Demonstration
Agont, hired 8ll the work done and netted a sun sulfficient to
pay the debt. A nuwmber of Ladies' ALld Bocieties have adopted the
plan, Rugsl schools in necd of funds for libraries, imprevement
of buildings, or besutifying the grounds, heve plammed to make
the needed money instead of begging 1%, and at the seme time give
an object lesson in prectical egriculture, ,

The successful fermer must be an all-round, meny-sided man
and oapable of adjusting himsel! &t all times to new conditions.
He should h:ove some mechemloal knowledge ani eRill, Juat a
knowledgze of how to relse & orop and sare for stook does not
meke & farmers. An importent part of suecessful ferming is the
vest eguipment emd improvemenis. BEverywhere throughout the
country thaﬁ ie & shocking lack of mechaniaal Imowledge and
skillis It is ahown in the bduildings, the fonoes, iz the genersl
ferm srvepgements and in the mwschinerye For sucecess upon the
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ferm, & Imowledge of mechenies 15 second in importence only to e
& knowledge of agrioculture. Nechaniesl knowledge and skill
should come like common sense through sbsorpiion by plasing
engines, mechinery end tools in the hends of ahildren. Some of
the most skillful en~ineers and corpenters and bdlsokamiths
never eonsciously served an hour of epprenticeship. No furmer
cen afford to send for & mechenie to stiend to the minor repairs,-
thay must be &m by the mer on the farm. Attached to every
country sehool house should be & room for the practies of me-
chenics. The use of toele ig a necessery pert of & common eduse=
tion. It wi'l give mentel direction as well &s skill., Nost
boys emm not tell the width or heipht of the everege deor Shrough
which they deily pass, nor the proper proporiion of wadows to
the rooms. Their eyes were never opened to see industrisl
things. Some are able to telk learnedly about the Acropslis,
or the Pantheen, or the Dome of 2t. Peter, but to know sbout the
house in which they live, this would be vulgar. There is 1o
place for such ot in this utiliterien sge. Not to kmew the
things with which we come ir delly conteet im dense igmorsnoce.

fwo common branches not ususlly taught but of great im-
portence ore the dignity of lebor and the velue of thrift,-labor
80 esseniisl to physicel and mentel vigor, and thrift, thet which
conserves the products of labor, can be most succesafully taught
in the eountry. More than helf the people of our towns and ciides,
if 81l that could labor sre imoluded, sre idlers, spenders of
weslth dnetesad of prom ters, hunting for mervenis instesd of seek-
ing for %0il. In cities the influences fur gpending are dominant,
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The half grown boys snd girls of the ville es and lesser
¢ities conld make gerdens snd reise the fruits and poultry for
the femily if they would. It might brown their skins end soil
their hends dut 1t would help them %o do somathing and to know
Something. It would etrengthen the family peeketbook snd help
the Temily charsoter. In the country labor is homorsble end
thrift a necessity mnd hence & large per cent of the leaders of
induatry sre country-bred boys,

The most valuable soguisition Por the rural population
is common sense. There is & large measure of things in the life
upon the furm that can not be adjusted by law. They must be
adjusted by common sense. Common semse is simply an intimate
Imowledge of common things and how o use them. It is soquired
by home temching end contmet with others. The tessher canm
- @reatly enlarge the body of Mmowledge of common things by deily
hints thet leed out the youthful minmds to full investigation,

ENVIROUMEET EDUCATIH.

There are trewendous educationsl forees in our environments,
In the great cities and in the menufacturing centers there has
been for eenturies smd probably will sontinmue to be, the unrest
that srises from a confliot betwsen sgpregated sapitsl snd oy
genized labor. These conditioms will produse asertain types of
citizenss Prisperous and contented communities of smsll firmers
distributed over the entire country will produse smother type of
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men who, in hebits of life and in politicel belief, will be almost
exsotly the oppomite of the former and will @ct s a counter-
poise in adjustments of govermmeni. A prosperous, inteliigent and
contented rurel po ulstion is therefore, esssutisl to our nationsl
perpetuitys The world's experience has shown that the best way
to gecure this is to encourage the division of all the lands
into small farms, owned and operated by ome family. There ere
two weys t0 look at & snall farm; one is, and the common way,
thet it ie & plesce to mske & living, but rather & hard place,
and should be sold as soon &8 enything easier is PHunds The other
is that the owmership of land 13 & merk of honor; that & patent
40 lend is & title to mobility, & right to sovereignty. The
ovmership must be ebsolute, saubject only to the 3tate, so that
ssch proprietor is the independent sovereign of a portion of the
United Stetes, with the Hinel suthority through the bmilot, to
oontrol the loeal, Gounty, Stete snd Hetional governments; &
powition of great dignity snd powers. Te speak of the soversign
pooples Are they to be sovereign in faect or in theory only? If
in fact, then eech oitiwen must own and control something, In &
sense he must be & lopd of o certein territory. It is eglled a
farm, but legslly i¢ is & subdivision of the State to «hich the
fermer 18 pivenm perpetusl title, that he may have the means {o
supports his position &s en independent sovereign with diznity,
and that b, sbsolutely governing & smell portion of the Unided
States, he may wisely sseist in governing the whole. This is
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the attitude of the atate towards individasl ownership of lemnd,
and these lands should be of sn ares that will come nesrest
to the development of the perfect oitisen and ruler. It must
ot be o lerge that the ineouwe cen support the owner without
effort on his part; nor should it be so smell thst it will
meke & mere toiler out of the owner, for this narrows the
intellests It should be large enocugh to provide good ferm
egdipment buildings, machipery end stoek, and furnish lsbor
for the family. The snnual income must be sufficient to
improve the feyrm, e ducate the femily, as:ist in starting its
members in ways of independent supports and to prairi&n & resorve
for old sge. The United “tates hes fixed that srount at 160
soress The right soreeage of the ferm mast dopend upon scndi-
tions. In semi-arid seetions it might reguire mors than double
thet number snd nesr lerge cities, less then one-fourth might
gngwer the purpoues

Communities of smell fermers tond o promote commom honesty;
2 respect for the rights of others end for law. Ho one is riech
enough to dominyte his neighbors mor so peor thet his influence
mey be disregerded, Thelr stook, products enl property are exw
posed to trespeasers and depredetors, henmce & comuon interest
unites them for matusl protection snd the primery lessons of
society are taughti.

The education soguired on the smell farm broadens e¢itisenship,
beosuse it i a many-sided education and gives correet impregsions
of many phases of life. All over the world the smell independent

faraers are steunch supporters of conservative government, Fhey
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gre intense lovers of home snd opposed to radical chenges.

Titimetoly the small former lesrns 40 ¥eep & resorve of
eoah egainst amrgbmiea end these agrregeted socumalsations
becoms vory importent factors in the capitel of our netiom,
for they ere more reliable then the deposits from somsersiel
gsourcess The vest sume of money neeessary to ccrry on the buse
inges of & nation, sre mot derived from the deposits of eapitals
ists, but from the agoregetion of milliome of thrifty, small
dopositors. This is especielly true of Faglend, Fronee, Cere
meny end the United States.

If 81l is considered edusetl n that lesds out, develops
or treins the individuel, then the smount saguived in even the
best sehools is only e freotion of whet the averege man must
mow te sueseed im 1ife. It is o7 the higheat dmportence thenm
to the state thet this greater body of kmowledge should be
eorrect, bresd, covservative, snd elovating. Libersl provision
hes been made by the stete, by churches, and by individual gifte
for sohools, but the moulding of this grest body of knowledge
t0 the best interests of society hes been meinly left to the
saprice of individusl efforts., The stete omm with provriety
espeoially foster such comditions of nosiety, such lines of
industry, or such oscupaiions es evidently tend to memtael
end physicel viger, to bresdth of understending snd to the
dest sitizenship and to the stebility of the state. For
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these onds no more potent influense has been found than sn intel-
ligent, proaperous and contented body of thrifty small feruers.
States and the National Government have sided by the gift of
free lsndn for homes, and by the promotion of rural sehools and
froe mail delivery.

et 1o the next step o be tokenf-beiter hishways snd
eonsolidetion of rurel schoolss The need of beiter hichways
iz too spperent o reqiire diseus:iom heve,

Whon rurel schools wore first eatablished in the United
States, eduostion in the country wes elementary. As the demend
for higher edusatiom beosme comusn, the sttiempt was made 49
greft on %o the gommon sohools higher byenches, uatil frequently
& teacher in the gountry has thirty or forty clesses in one day,
Under such conditioms thoroughness is impossibles In the reedjusted
rarel school the mu shoald be the units Ons zood greded
rarel school 18 better then six to nine helf equipped, helf feught,
wholly nesleeted nedghborhood sehosls, where the ireveler is
frequently 1o doub% whethor the building is o dwelling without
tonants, or o bheyn withont fodder, and where s feow months of
achooling is given %o eess the parentel conseienss, :nd where
the prinoipsl object 's to tesch the seiense of how to study
booka without sequiring en educations. This consolideted rursl
asghool will he better equiprsed, beticr mensged and better taught,
It 42 the only way rurel educs.iom cen be msde grediteble end
edequate to the requirements of country life. The ® nsolidated
rural sehosl must do for the sountry what the High %chosl has
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done for the eity. Such & school will orgemise rural society,
establish end maintein rursl publis opinion, snd provide sdew
guate sducstdon for the toilers upon the fayma. In sush schools
agriculture, the wmechanic srts, and domestio eoomomy oun be
tauzhts Iv can be & resl rural school. Is it net vetier that
those who love the country and balieve that its developmen®,
enrichuent and oulture are necezsary %o our nationsl life, sheuld
unite upon some plan to oons.lidcde the rural scheol, than teo
establish ¢ few distriet agricultursl schools?

The objection to en agric.ltural high school in esch Con-
gressional Distriet 1s that 1t removes the boys from the farms
and homes, gives s semi-city enviromment, ingraesen ths ocwmt of
education to such & avail themselves of its offers, and takes
money from &ll the peo;le % provide adventagen for a few, snd
that few generslly bost able to help themselvess OSuch soheols
gvuld only provides training for & few, wherees the necssaliy
for vosational eduweavi n is universsl end should be provided for
21l. Should the Davis Bill be resurrected &n emendment will
be offeredi~ Pirot, thet edditional wesns be furnished our cole
loges of Agricultnre to enable them to prepare teschers for
rurel schosls; and seoendly, that the funds propeved for diatrioct
agricsalturel hiph schools shell be given to eid gomeol doted
rurel schocla,

I have tried to make celear the importence of an sducation
in common things for comon people, &8 opposed to the exveptionsl
and the romote and the extrsordinary. If we have no more time
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than necessary to become perfect in the knowledge of one cgpuntry,
let that country be our own. Study the history, the lamguage,
the seil, the elimate, the enimels, the blrda, the plonts and
all the conditions that make for home sucesess end comfort, If
8%111 there be inelinstion, ledisure and maina, then extend the
researches into foreipm lamds. Ve are on the wrong line. e
have tried to master ancient history without knowing modern, ¥e
have attempted to tramslete tho elsssies, end heve failed for leck
of English; our ten-stery builggnge without foundation or lower
gtories have not proven gocd sir structures. A greet netion is
not the outgrowth of & fow men of genius, but tha‘ﬁuparlativu
worth of & great common peosles MNeaw will attenpt to controvert

this statements Our 4ifferencos aptoar whon we unierieke o

~outline e course of study essentisl to the nalking of & groat

oomion peoples Ve are agreed, however: That to meet our hirhest
ideals, eseh individual In 211 the olasses, oceupetions smd Pro=
fessions of our commonwealth must be sirengthened end developed
in his lifework to the extent of his cspacity. Chemistry, boteny,
entomology, blology, mechanicel sonditions of the soil, plants,
mechanios, ete., must be teught to the oxtent required in the
vosation to be followed, end with speeisl sdaptetion to it. At
present they ars tausht on the iron bedsteas plen, the seme for
all.

I have tried to show that there ave smple Porces in the
field for the readjustment of rurel conditioms, 4f vitelized
end brought into service. There is elweys o oless eagor Lo
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eateblish new sgencles, to join battle with mutm;d equipment,
to stteck strongholds with rew militis, snd to @torm improgmable
fortresses with puns that would mot bressh & semp tents It has
taken senturies to establish the schools we mow beve. ¥Vith a
1ittle readjustment they will do the work vequired for sgricul-
tures Bven in this resllipgnment to ineclude instruotion in
sgriowlture there ie denger thet we may eliminate branches of
groat valus snd neceessry 5o the rounding out of the rursl
toiler in hie eblimtim to human seciety. For after all, in
molding men by the mmm af sdugation there is something
more than Just fitting them tbr & vocation. The aim should Ue
4o moke & greater common men, snd waless this cen be done vode-
tiomel treining will be & failuve boesuse of the parrowing of
his soeisl lines, the dwerfing of his sense of obligation %o

the stete, and & semi-paralysis of hias morel netures Unless

the mein object o*!r s11 educstion Tor the mesces is the malting

of & gﬂu‘l ocommon peorla, wo shall fail. MNelither & score of
stetesmen nor & W of soholars mike & grest natioms If our
institations are to be preserved it must be scoonplished by
meking greatness QOENMON,~ Me thoroughness, sublime faithful-
noss, exalied charsober, grester breadth, perfact integrity,

a larger view of humen rights and God's requirements; millions
of inspirsd doera who give %o every ereati n of their hemdiwork
such perfeotion of sccomplishment thet what men has wrought blends
porfectly with what God hes srested; millions of soholers in thelr
rural homes fostering lmowledge and promoting srt; millions of




Slatesmen toiling on the ferms and in the factories, working out
the details of & brosder nationsl life, snd millions of philen-
throoists moking geine to better the worlds

¥hat oan toschers do 4o hely our rural conditions? Every=
things They sre an essential pert of the grostect of all
wndvereities, the home. Ihey have charge of the extenision gourses;
they can inapire in youth & love of knowledge and meke all 1ts
avenues look delizhtfuly they esn walock the hooks which are
treasure-houses of hunen wisdem, and give them & golden keyj thay
ean guuse the seil to become more reaponsive to the touoh of
industry snd the harvest more sbundant to meet the measure of
& layger hope; they cen widl %o the cmaforis of the hemé, shipe
ite savironments into linea of besuty and inoresse its attrae=-
tiveness, tili the home shell becoms the groatest wagnet of
our pecple; they ean dreute & love of investigeiion and pive it
directiom; they asn enlerge the knowledge of the people in
comzuon things sad thas lay the foundat on of the common aense. At
thelr instence, finger: will touch the lines of deftness, mechene
josl skill will become wniversel, and thrift and aleriness will
trensform the toilers inte capteine of fniustrys Their misuion
is to mke 8 gresat oommon people un' thus readjust the mep of
the worlds The keystene of Amorissn clivilaszation is the howe,
By some mystorious soeisl convulsiom 4t has become loosened.
They esn ressh it {rom the pedestal of the somuon school, push
it to i%s plece and gement it in & way thet wil: be endurdng.
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Humilear took the youthfal Hannibal cnd mede him swear at
 saored altar etormal emmity to Nomes lat the teseher, om
bended Imes end with wplifted hend, at the altar of iiham,
#wesr aternel enmity to imm@, vice and erime, and the
M of & greater life will appesr; a navion of broader horisen
snd highar purpose will stond forth to battle for haman rishte.




ANGRICUT, TURAL EDUCATION FOR THE RURAL TISTRICTS.

In a narrow way this topie may be limlted to the kind of
husbandry that should be taught fhe rural masses, and hew to
successfully teach it. In a broadar way 1t may include the
lines of education most helpful to the toilers upon the farms,
and how to convey this instruction so successfully that it will
traneform and enrieh rural life, We ghall discuss the tople
mainly along these breader lines. First, however, let us
outline some of the more salient rural conditions as compared
with eities:

1st, There ig o much lower earning capacity of the rural
toiler tham of his eaqual in the city and a consequent dissatis-
faction upon the part of the farm wage-earner.

ond. There is & lower and more hazardous return from farm
investments than from those in commercilal or transperation lines
and a conmequent disinelination to hold country property.

3rd, In the past half century rural improvementshas net
kept pacc with civie, and social conditions upon our farms have
declined by the removel of many old and culbured families (o the
city. The progress of our cities has been 80 Phenomenal to the
detriment of the country, and it has especially lured the brainy
youths of the farm with the visions of becoming captains of
industry.

4th. There has been a gradual increase of tenant farming,

till it now represents about 4qﬁ of the total, and the marvelous



advance of citieg in population, wealth and political power is
part of the current history which indicates radical changes in
our commonwealth not gratifying to lovers of a broad liberty.

5th. From the standpoint of the statesman, our large
cities are danger places on the nmagp of our republic.  Homes
are 80 cestly that only the rich can own them. The poor, and
oven Lhose of considerable earning power, are temznts at will.
The industrial enterprigesare vast and 1t requires enormous
wealth to hendle them., Tach supports an army of emp;ayaes, all
dependent upon a managing will, In several of our 1urgast
cities there is a large number of men so compié@ely‘ﬁepenaeﬁt
for a day's toil that they are compelled to caﬁ£ their votes for
a job, and there are ag many more who are unav&idayly influcneced
by their Jeba, There is also, where great nuﬁbers\ar& aperegated,
a mass leadership reg.rdless of wealth, Gonef&lly this rapresents
organized and predatory povertly.

It matters not thet the prosperity in citiee, so far as it
relates to the masses, is illusery, it abiracts; it allures.

Many and radical reforms must be worke&';ht béfore ideal
conditiens can be established generally in thafcoungfy.

(1) A much larger per cent of the farmets and their
families must be broadly educated and of high charaetér.

(2) The farm lands must be so improved and magaga& as
to yield a more certain and profitable return for 1é§cr expended,
and afford greater profit for the teiler than emplOyﬁént in the
eity. =

{3) e farm improvements must be durable, snit%a to the

requirements of the farm, convenient and attractive,



(4) Churches, schools, means of communication, social
eonditions and opportunities for accwmlating wealth and for
¢ivie prefngent for the wmasses in the country must be as good
ag, or béﬁter thar, these in the c¢ity,

Tﬁé practica1 ané sane way of szccomplishing the result is to
indvce the fa&mera to try better methods and note the result, Lo
improve thelr farms, Lo make tillage less expensive and produe-
tion more csrtain, to double the orop per acre and halve the costbs
While the armers succespfully selves the problems of the farm,
hig exucrl@nme widena and he hecomes a broader man, till he ls
broad Pneudh to gize up the whole situation and has the means to
execute his plans., As men breaden they will havafaspiratians
for their ehildren, and bettor seholastic educatlen will accom-
pany the general unlift. -

Well inrarﬂtﬂ-mbﬁ%who are successful farmers are generally
agruud that o bh@reugh knowledge of agriculture can be acquired
in one way ﬁn;y‘ and this is by working out the problems of the
farm upon the fﬁnm. There is a world of details, of business
knowledge, ski#l and tact about farming that can be acquired
on1§ by eontast with the goil ané practical experience in farm
life,

Thll educatian of the farmer upom his farm by werking out
the prabl@ms in ﬂhe field and recelving the answer in the crib eor
granary, must be p@rannal and loeal, Thus, the average farmer
ta;be s suceess must be educated for his vocatlon, und that
educeztion must be acquired in the country so that he will ‘net
bs'?em@ellad te live in a clity enviromment and have city habits
:nd methods of thoﬁght forced upon him 1In that.
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A11 reforms must be wrought out by mnwe process of oducas

tion, Ue haye ploced incorrect walues snd Lo awrrow limits upen

what »e haye labeled "eduoation,® True sdueation lo the Yoading

oul ¢f the mind to o knowledge by helpful things and tie meed
impor tant spd hekpful to mivkel sach-dndividual are the things for
whigh he M--m.w the mozt use &n 1ife., What the average man ;
should kmow mre the thinge with witith he had to deal in his life |
work, Ths stored hrﬂeiﬁ,‘ the alart oye and the skilled hand are
his oquipment, Hental eiiseiplﬁme dependa more on how knovledge
t8 soquired thanm upon the kimd of imfernatien r-ésﬁ.i-wdg ‘ﬁw
edusation reguired for the rursl aittrict is Gne that enahles the
f&mw to b2 o mester of husbandry, a geed home-maker snd m
Antelligent and &éiﬁ&wlﬁ gltizen. The c?»am.tw %‘ﬁ' the homes
PR o m@M ﬂﬁzﬂM@ are mecevssarily hask based op &n
suecess of * .~ ¥y 1t is impessible to sptablidh ma
maintain amﬂ mm immm total inm@ff@icient and o work

out o bider rurel sivilizatiob and an exalted citisenship withe
out the art and the ﬁimxse of agrieulture are prought te such a

degree of perfeetion tk:;-.-k they will wrest from the soll the means
necessary to establish and support the nigher plane of living.

avsry stap ir the human wplift costs gemethiug, wmd how high
we can po depends upen how much we ohn wras tx'm the soil with
which %o pay the cost of our progress,

The three groat forces upon vhich we must depend For rural
improvement are the home, the gommon ychoels snd the church, The
great meNools for the m m are homes snd the cormon schooluy
mt our golloges and unimﬂtim, grenter in swount wed value of
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knewledge acquired. A good homg, be it ever so plain, with a
mother and father of sense and general culture, is nature's
university and is more richly endowed for the brain of yeutlhs
than Harvard or Yale.

First smong all teachers is that high priestess of the home
whom we know as mother. She inspires as well as ingtructs., TNext
to her in work and vworth are (he common schools teachers. They
supplement the home training and lay the foundation for knowledge
xrgEx along the lines of wisdom., Our rural reform then must
commenee with the home, But the problem is how to reach the home
cffectively and re-adjust it upen a higher plane.

The Farmers' Co-Operative Administration work of the United
gtates Dopartment of Agriculture has, we think, suecessfully
solved that ;;ro’elsm,' bytsending agents to the rural homes and
ghowing the fermers how to inerease thelr gains by lmproved
rethods of agriculture. Bach farmer is asked to work out the
problem upon hip farm and thus ‘rove to himself that ths instrue-
tion is correct,

The chief inspiration that can come te a farmer is by
achievement upon his own farm. Success lends confidence and
ingpiration and the inecreased gains from hig efforts act direectly
upon the home giving improved conditions as well as inspiration.

The Farmers' Co-op-rative administration werk direc tly
tou ches nearly 300,000 farmers and influentially is an 1m£ertant
ractor for reform in eleven states., The promo ters of this work
are confident that nearly all men desire better things, bet ter
conditiens of life, provided the mesns can be supplicd by which

they can attain them rt is gratifying to note that the results
b



have mort than met the expectations of those engaged in that work.
Until the homes have made some progress it will bhe a diffieult

thing fer the schools to acecomplish all that is desired. The

gsechoel teaghers have tried no doubt properly to impart instructieam

branches ;

of fundamental and good mental training, but they have almest uni-
versally east about the schoolw~rcom an atmosphere remote from country
life and plented the influences that eventuzlly lead to an abane
donment of the farm. As one has expressed it "the rural school

is mostly & city mchool located at & country cross~road.

The people have seen that something was wrong with our schoolsj
that there should be a reform end that good schools should be
allied more closely te rural lifs and a number of stales have

pagsed laws demanding that agriculture be taught in the publie
sehools, ifhis has spread consternstien among the teachers, sand
well it might, Mor the legislators did not knmow exactly what they
wanted, Agriculture is a very broad term snd it includes within its
requiremen t8 nearly every branch of human im knowledge, se that under
the law the teacher may teach a little geolegy, biology, chemistiry,
ethies or amy other goience and still be within the requirements of
the law, it is quite natural in order that whemn we first sce
anything we see it as & whole and afterwards in ite parts. What
work is needed for common schools is not agrieulture as a whole
but some definite requirement that can bexmmEmR.met. The three things
universally needed are the garden, the cow and poul try raising.
Because on these three things the great mass of the people must
depend for their living and hence anﬁn rural districts they are
universelly nccessary., If instead of reguiring agriculture they had
pagsed lawe that these three branches should be taught, there would



preparation o meet the situation. But when agriculture 1is demanded
hey simpdy stend agast. Mat rally the first brush of the school
rocm is m bto prepare & hook =g if agricul ture could be taught outb
of a book, And what xind od books have we had pregented? ¥arecafioex
Some of them said come thing; in fact, they nearly all saild gome thing
put they said too wmuch., Now, if the scienee of agrieulture is really
tought in any gehools, the first thing we ought tc do ig to @acw
complish =1l thelr sldes, pecauge it will require the whole time of
a student during the period of his school attendance to aconire the
things that relate to agriculiure, put if, upon the other hand, we
eliminate books in our instructions and have in connection wilh
every rural sghool a practical farm garden, a few well managed farms
snd & small creamery belonging b some nearby fermer, ing truelbion
gcould be given that yould be valuable. The purpose of this is
that the student should graduate ix knowing somotning defindte
instead of & lot of indefinite things that the gtudent may be
preparcd te enter guecessfully upon a gareer of usefulness. This
will require ¢f couree a consolidation of rural schools, and ERIK
it is high Lime that this was done. T the kipdergarten days the
common schools when enly & few things were taught, it vas well
enough that one could be eptablished in cvery ne ighborhood. How

g0 much is expected of the schools and S0 many Branches must be

taught that it can not ¥ suecessfully RaKF i3 carry out its

mission unless it be a graded achool and the tewnship principle be
made the uwnait, It ig better for parents o gend children & areaber
distance end heave them attend a real sehool where they can cemplete
their education, than %o have the forms of & school without the
reaslity close to their deors. The things regquired, then, of the

school are first, congolidation; secondly, instruetion in agricul=-

i sava ot the least interference possible with the curriegulum all




'AGRICULTURAL EDUCATION FOR THE RURAL DISTRICTS.

In a narrow way this topic may be limited to the kind of
husbandry that should be taught the rural masses, and how to
successfully teach it. In a broader way it may include the
lines of education most helpful to the toilers upon the farms,
and how to convey this instruction so successfully that it will
transform and enrich rural life, We shall discuss the topic
mainly along these broader lines. First, however, let us
outline some of the more salient rural conditions as compared
with cities:?

lst. There is a much lower earning capacity of the rural
toiler than of his equal in the city and a consequent dissatis=-
faction upon the part of the farm wage=earner.

2nd, There is a lower and more hazardous return from farnm
investments than from those in commercial or transporation lines
and a consequent disinelination to hold country property.

3rd. In the past half century rural improvement has not
xept pace with civie, end social conditions upon our farms have
declined By the removal of many old and cultured families to the
city. The progress of our cities has been so phenomenal to the
detriment of the country, and it has especially lured the brainy
youths of the farm with the visions of becoming captains of
industry.

4th., There has been a gradual increase of tenant farming,

till it now represents about 4,% of the total, and the marvelous



advance of citieg in population, wealth and political power is
part of the current history which indicates radical changes in
our commonwealth not gratifying to lovers of a broad liberty.

5th, From the standpoint of the statesman, our large
cities are danger places on the map of our republic. Homes
are so costly that only the rich can own them, The poor, and
even those of considerable earning power, are tenants at will.
The industrial enterprisesare vast and it requireg enormous
wealth to hendle them, Fach supports an army of employees, all
dependent vupon a managing will, In several of our largest
cities there is a large number of men so completely dependent
for a day's toil that they are compelled to cast their votes for
a job, and there are as many more who are unavoidably influenced
by their jobs, There 1s also, where great numbers are aggregated,
a mass leadership regardless of wealth. Cenerally this represents
orgenized and predatory poverty.

It matters not that the prosperity in cities, so far as it
relates to the masses, is illusory, it attracts; it allures.

Many and radical reforme must be worked out before ideal
conditions can be established generally in the country.

(1) A much larger per cent of the farmers and their
families must be broadly educated and of high character.

(2) The farm lands must be so improved and menaged as
to yield a more certain and profitable return for labor expended,
and afford greater profit for the toiler than employment in the
city.

(3) The farm improvements must be durable, suited teo the

requirements of the farm, convenient and attractive.



(4) Churches, schools, means of communication, social
conditions and oppor tunities for accumulating wealth and for
civie preferment for the masses in the country must be as good
as, or better thamn, those in the city.

The practical znd sane way of accomplishing the result is to
jinduce the farmers to try better methods and note the result, to

improve their farms, to meke tillage less expensive and produc~-

tion more certain, to double the crop per acre and halve the cost.

] While the farmers successfully solves the problems of the farm,

f his experience widens and he becomes a broader man, till he is

broad enough to size up the whole situation and has the means to ;

execute his plans. As men broaden they will have aspirations é
cfor their ehildren, and better scholastic education will accom- '
pany the general uplift.

Well informed men who are successful farmers are generally
agreed that a thorough knowledge of agriculture can be acquired
in one way only, and this i1s by working out the problems of the
farm upon the farm. There is a world of details, of business
knowledge, skill =md tact sbout farming that can be acquired
only by contact with the soil and practical experience in farm
life.

This education of the farmer upon his farm by working out
the problems in the field and receiving the answer in the crib or
granary, must be personal end local. Thus, the average farmer
to be & success must be educated for his vocation, and that
education must be acquired in the country so that he will not
be compelled to live in a city enviromnment and‘have city habits
and methods of thought forced upon him in that.
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All reforms must be wrought out by some process of educa-
tion, We have placed incorrect values and too narrow limits upon
what we have labeled "education." True education is the leading
out of the mind to a knowledge by helpful things and the most
impor tant and hekpful to miixl each individual are the things for
whieh he will have the most use in life. What the average man
should know are the things with which he had to deal in his life
work., The stored brain, the alert eye and the skilled hand are
his equipment. Mental discipline depends more on how knowledge
is acquired than upon the kind of informzation received, The
education required for the rural district is one that enables the
farmer to be a master of husbandry, a2 good home-paker and an
intelligent and dependable citizen, The character of the home-
maker and the citizenship are necessarily kamx based on the
success of the husbeandry. It is impossible to establish and
maintain a home upon an income total insifficient and to work
out 2 higher rural civilizatioh and an exalted citizenship with-
out the art and the science of agrieulture are brought to such a
degree of perfection that they will wrest from the soil the means

necessary to establish and support the higher plame of living.

Every step irn the human uplift costs some thing, and how high
we can go depends upon how much we can wrest from the soil with
which to pay the cost of our progress.

The three great forces upon which we must depend for rural
improvement are the home, the common schools and the church. The
great,schools for the human race ;re homes and the common schools,

not our colleges and universities, greater in amount and value of



¥nowledge acquireéd. A good homg, be it ever 5O plain, with a
mother and father of sense and general culture, .‘is\ nature's |

university and is more richly endowed for the %w{)f you ths

than Harverd or Yale.

First smong all teachers jg that high priestess of the home
whom we know as mother. she inspires as well as instructs. Next
to her in work and worth are the common school: teachers. They
supplement the home training and lay the foundation for knowledge
xmitex along the lines of wisdom. Our rural reform i:hen mus t
commence with the home. But the problem is how to reach the home

_'P‘ 1

effectively and re-adjust it upon & higher plane. el Pughprniay
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The Farmers' Co-Operative Administration work of the United

States Department of Agriculture has, we think, guccessfully
solved t;b% problem, by sending agents to the rural homes and
showing the farmers'how to increase their gains by improved

me thods ¢ Bach farmer is asked to work out the

problem upon his farm and thus prove to himself that the instruc-
tion is correct.

The chief inspiration that can come te a farmer is by
achievement upon his own farm. Success lends confidence W
iepiEa¥ton and the increased gains from his efforts act directly
upon the home giving improved conditions as well as inspiration.

The Farmers' Co-opcrative administration work direc 1y
touches nearly 300,000 farmers and influentially is an impor tant
factor for reform in eleven states, The promo ters of this work
are confident that nearly all men desire be tter things, be_g._,ter

o €Y.

conditions of life, provided the means can be supplied by-—wl-rieh

they~een attain them ¢ is gratifying to note that the resul ts




have more than met the expectations of those engaged in that work.
Until the homes have made some progress it will be a diffieult

thing for the schools to aceomplish all that is desired. The

school teachers have tried no doubt properly to impart instruection

branches

qf fundamental and good mental training, but they have almost uni-
versally east about the school-room an atmosphere remote from country
life and plaented the influences that eventually lead to an aban=-
donment of the farm. As one has expressed it "the rural school

is mostly a city school located at a country cross-road.

The people have seen that something was wrong with our schools;
that there should be a reform and that% schools should be
allied more closely to rural life and a number of states have

passed laws demanding that agriculture be taught in the publie
schools, i’his has spread consternation among the teachers, and
well it might. For the legislators did not know exactly vhat they
wanted., Agriculture is a very broad term and it includes within its
requirements nearly every branch of human im knowledge, so that under
the law the teacher may teach a little geology, biology, chemistry,
;ke.m; or any other science and still be w:.th:l.n the requirements of

T A W dr ;,‘,mm S AR mea;ﬁ@w*w&
the law, D-de<IR e gl wdrder-vhas Jfen we first see

anything we see it as a whole and afterwards in its parts. What
work is needed for common schools is not agriculture as a whole

but some definite requirement that can bexmuEm.met. The three things
universally needed are the garden, the cow and poultiry raising.
Becauge on thege three thinmgs the great mass of the people must
depend for their living and hence mign rural districts they are
universally necessary, If instead of requiring agriculture they had
passed laws that these three branches should be taught, there would

havTe Meen a3 Ar®initeness abhout it and the teacher conld have made



preparation to meet the situation. But when agriculture is demanded o
, %% s T B il The  Satassdiam
they simply stand agast. Naturally the first sftlre--aschood
L2 foom s x to prepare a hook ,as if agriculture could be taught out
of @ book., And what kind od books have we had presented? MNaxexaRXXX
Some of them said something; in fact, they nearly all said something
but they said too much., Now, ifi thre—setence—of agriculture is really

f w3 NS
ZL; g.r*t taught in ? schools, the first thing we ought to de is to dﬁ.gf’“ e
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;2 i , because it will require the whole time of
a student during the period of his school attendance to acquire the
things that relate to agriculture, but if, upon the other hand, we
eliminate books in our imnstructions and have in connection with _
every rural school a practical farm garden, 2a e well managedpaﬁﬁ;;iﬁ{
and a small creamery belonging to some nearby farmer, instruction

could be given that would be valuable. The purpose of this is
that the student should graduate +m knowing somecthing definite
instead of a lot of indefinite things,that the student may be
prepared to enter successfully upon a career of usefulness. This
will require of coursse a consolidation of rural schools, and Xhix
it is high time that this was done. In the kindergarten days the
common schools when only a few things were taught, it was well
enough that one could be established in every neighborhood. Now
so much is expected of the schools and so many branches must bhe
taught that it can not Ix successfully Exxximibamt carry outl its
mission unless it be a graded school and the township prineiple be
made the unit, It is better for parents to send children a greater
distance =and have them attend a real gchool where they can complete
their education, than to have the forms of a school without the
IS reality close to their doors. The things required, then, of the

gchool are first, consolidation; secondly, instruction in agricul-

tvyva wid th +he 1ssgt interference possible with the curriculum all



devised and which has been worked out for the common schools by the
experience and wisdom of the ages. This can be done as stated
by having very little text-book work and making the agriculture
practical and largely an outdoor recreation, confining it to a
few things thoroughly taught and well understood. The kmx dairy,
the poultry and garden are each important for the town and the
country.

The rural church is justly liable to a similar criticism.
The pastor instead of being a leader in rural thought and progress
as well as spiritually, united to his people by ties of sympa thy
and helpfulness in material things and the sug taining force of a
social life in the country, is a potent faetor in magnifying the
advan tages of the city.
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AGRICULTURAL EDUCATION FOR THE RURAL DISTRICTS.

Synopsis of
Address of Seaman A. Knapp of tle

U. 8. Bepartment of Agriculture.

In a narrow way this topic may be limited to the kind of
husbandry that should be taught the rural masses, and how to
successfully teach it. In a broader way it may inelude the lines
of education most helpful to the toilers upon the farms, and
how to convey this instruction so successfully that it will
transform and enrigh rural life. We shall discuss the tepic
mainly along these broader lines. First, however, let us out-
line some of the more salient rural conditions as compared
with cities:

1st. There is a much lower earning capacity of the rural
toiler than of him equal in the city and a consequent dissatis-
faction upon the part of the farm wage-earner.

24. There is a lower and more hazardous return from farm
investments than from those in commercial or transportaticn
lines and a consequent disinclination to hold country property.

3d. In the past half century rural improvements have not
kept pace with civie, and social conditions upon our farms have
declined by the removal of many old and cultured familieg teo the
city. The progress of our cities has been so phenomenal that




they have attracted people of education and refinement to the
detriment of the country, and it has espeeially lured the
brainy youths of the farm with the visions of beceming captains
of indusiry.

4th. There has been & gradual increase of tenant farming,
£111 it now represents about 407 of the total, and the marvelous
advance of cities in populgtion, wealth and political power is
part of the current history which indicates radical changes in
our commonwealth not gratifying to lovers of a broad liverty.

§th. From the standpoint of the statesman, our large cities
are danger places on the map of our republie. Homes are so
costly that only the rich can own them. The poor, and event those
of considerable earning power, are tenants at will. The indus-
trial enterprises are vast and it requires enormous wealth to
handle them. Mach supports an army of employes, all dependent
upon a managing will. In several of our largest cities there 1s
a large number of men s0 completely dependent for a day's toil
that they are compelled to cast their votes for a job, and there
are as many more who are unavoidably influenced by their jobs.
There are also, where great numbers are aggregated, a mass
leadership regardless of wealth. Generally this represents
organized and predatory poverty. It matters not that the pros-
perity in cities, se far as it relates to the masses, is il-
lusory; it attracts, it allures.

" Many and radical reforms must be worked out before ideal
conditions can be established generally in the country.




(1) A mueh larger per cent. of the farmers and their
families must be broadly educated and of high character.

(2) The farm lands must be so improved and ﬁanaged as to
yield a more certain and profitable return for labor expended,
and afford greater profit for the toiler than employment in the
city.

(3) The farm improvements must be durable, suited to the
requirements of the farm, cenvenient and attractive.

(4) Churches, schools, means of communieation, social con-
ditions and opportunities for accumulating wealth and for eivic
preferment for the masses in the country must be as good as, or
better than, those in the city.

The methods to accomplish this rural reform were outlined
by htﬁ as follows:

The first step to be inaugurated among the people is the
Farmers' Co-gperative Demonstration Work of the United States
Department of Agriculture, by which the element ary lessons in
agriculture are taught directly to the farmers and their methods
improved, so that they are able to realize two, three and foure
fold the results now obtained by them. Through this increase
of income the people of the rural distriets are able to improve
their homes and to pay expenses incident to & higher civilaation.
Every upward step, whether in c¢ity or country, costs something.
No great advances can be made unless this added cost be provided
for. Through this instrumentality the homes of our rural popu-
lation will be greatly improved.

——



The second great step in the rural uplifit the speaker out-
lines is the consolidation of the rural scheols. The neighber=-
hood school is simply adapted te a people in a very elementary
conditionsof msociety. It is simply a kindergarten scheocl, but
when too many branches demanded by modern conditions are thrust
upon them they are totally unsuited to meet the requirements of
the paesple. It is better for parents to send their cghildren a
greater distance and have & real country school, properly e-
quipped and graded so as to meet all the requirements of rural
education. In such schools agriculture should be an important
line of education. However, even in such schools it is out of
the question to teach all that relates to agrieculture and a mis-
take to attempt it. The present curriculum which has been worked
out with such care should not be so disturbed as to inject inte
it courses of study that must gradually weaken the instruetion
now given. The public demand for agriculture m s made this
error, a lack of definiteness. It would have been much better
had legislatures simply demanded the teaching of two or three
things which are universally reqnired’and which would have given
some greatly needed information te the people. Instead of agri-
culture, should be substituted the vegetable and fruit garden,
the cow and her products and poultry. These three lines of in-
struction would give definiteness to what is required. As it
ig now the teachers are perfectly at sea and there will be &

attempt to teach most everything from pure science related

w‘—



remotely to agriculture te the purely mechanical methods of the
farm. In the family vegetable and fruit garden would be in-
c¢luded all the instruection in aeii, in seed selection, how
plants feed and how they grow, and in methods of cultivation
necessary for the rural town and for the country in an elementary
way. Practical lessons about the cow and her products and
poultry would give the kind of knowledge required in every
household in regard to such common food supplies as milk, eggs,
veal, beef and the flesh of fowls, how to produce them econom-
ically; their walue, and the offices they perform in the human
system, Instruction of this character is along the line of
people's daily necessitibs and gives the kind of knowledge re-
guired by the toiling masses. There is little danger of teach-
ing incorrect theories or methods upon these subjects because
the objeet lessons are at hand for correction. In most schools
it would be better to give instruction in only one of these at
a time, commencing first with the market garden, secondly,
poultry, and third, the cow and her products. No one should be
considered educated who is ignorant of the economic production
of these, and their great value in the food supplies that must
form one of the chief sources of sustenance for the humen race.
Instruction in these branches could be given as well by
women teachers as by men. In nearly every school district one

or more model gardens could be established among the patrons




of the sohool mnd in most districts some one could be induced
to purchase & betier cow and irmproved peuliry, snd keep their
records for the school. Ask the -p:.wila to bring samples of
their gardens, of their cows and poultry one day during each
school term, 0Oall it Agricultural Day, and invite the parents.
The Farmers' Cooperative demonstration Work or the College of
Agriculture in each state gould sssiat by furnishing printed
instructions,

One of the greatest forces in education is to get the
people to emm&izro&uﬂt md realize that there is a
method that will produce better results.

Upon this plan ewry? school teacher will begoms an educator
not only of the children but of the adult population of the
distriet.

The Farmers® Cooperative Demonstration Work of the United
States Department of Agriculture and the State Colluges of
Agrieulture oould furnish instrustions and thus assist.in the
teaching of agriculture it is not so much books that are re-
quired ay an awakened inquiry upon the part of pupils and
patrons, Object lessons and competiiive exhibits, with proper
direstion by the teacher, W 11 do more than books, |

Public opiniocn is that power in civilization whiech regulatos
and controls matiers beyond the realm of law and it is Justome
important that this should be framed upen a conservative and
wise basis looking to the greatest good to the greatest number

o




as that laws shall be enacted of the same character.

At present there is little real country publie opinion.

It is mainly a modified town opinion, collectéd on streets and
in storex and taken home by each farmer as he returns from a
weekly visgit to his market town.

: Te have a true rural publiec opinion there must be real
rural society. Sound publiec opinion ean not be imported; it
- must be made on the spot and for the purpose.

The home, the school and the church are the three great
forces upon which we must depend for the establishment of
society, and the éreation of a true public opinion in the country
and the final readjustment of rural life. The three fa ces are
gver present and all-powerful if united and can make a true
rural publiec opinion with potential forces to contrel conditions
in the country.

Another course emphasized is the organization of boys' and
girls’' clubs with the object of working out at their homes in the
garden and on the farm the lessons inculcated at the s€hools.

Great emphasis should be placed on the means of teaching
the dignity of labor, the value of thrift, the giving to the
young a larger measure of common sense by causing them to be
more familiar gith the common things of their environment.
Special value should be placed on the importance in a republiec
of the ownership of small farms. There are two ways to look at
a emall farm., One is the common way, that it is a place te

-Tw



make & living and rather a hard place and should be sold soon

as anything better can be found. The other is that the owner-
ship. of land is a mark of honor; that a patent to land is a title
to nobility and right of sovereignty. The ownership must be
complete, subject only to the Btate, ® that each proprietor

is the independent sovereign of a portion of the United States,
That the final power through the ballot te gcontrel the lecal
gounty, state and national governments is a pesition of great
dignity and power.

I have tried to make clear the importance of an education
in common things for common people as opposed to the exceptional
and the remote and the oerdinary. If we have no more time nec~-
gssary to become perfect in the knowledge of one country, let
that country be our own. Study the history, the language, the
s0il, the elimate, the animals, the birds, the plants and all
the conditions that make for the home success and comfort., If
still there be inclination, leisure and means, then extend the
researches into foreign lands. We are on the wrong line. We
have tried to master ancient history without knowing modern,

We have tried to translate the elassics and have failed for lack
of English, A great nation is not the outgrowth of a few men

of genius. We agree, howsever, that to meet our highest ideals
the classes, ogccupations end provisionz of our commonwealth must
be strengthened and develeped in his 1ife work to the extent

of his capaeity. %




I have tried to show that there are foreces in the field for
the readjustment of the rural conditions if vitalized and brought
into service. There is always a class eager to establish new
agencles, to join battle with industrial equipment, to attaeck
the stronghold of raw militia and to storm impregnable fortresses
with guns that would not breach a camp tent. It has taken cen=-
turies to establish the schools we now have. With a little re=-
adjustment they wiil do the work required for agriculture. Even
in this we are learning to ineclude instruction in agriculture.
There is danger that we may eliminate branches of great value and
necessary to the rounding eut of the rural toiler in his obli-
gations to human society. If our institutions are te be pre-
served it must be accomplished by making greatness common, More
thoroughness, faithfulness, exalted character, greater breadth,
perfect intelligence and larger views of human rights and govern-
ment requirements, millions of inspired doers who give to every
creation of their handiwork such perfection of accomplishment
that what man has wropght blends perfectly with what God has
created., Milliong of scholars in their rural homes contrelling
knowledge and promoting art. Nillions of statesmen toiling on
the farm and in the factories, working out the details of a
broader life, and millions of rural philanthropists making
improvements to better the old.

What can tea;haru do to help our rural conditions? Every-

thing. They are an essential part of the greatest of all
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universities,- the Home. They have charge of the extendon
gourses. They can inspire in the youth & love of knowledge and
meke all its avenues look delightful. They can unlock the books
which are treasury kouses of human wisdom and give them a
golden key. They can cause the soil to become more responsive
to the touch of industry and the harvest more abundant; they
can add to the cumforta of the home, mold ihe environments

into lines of beauty and inerease its attractiveness until the
home shall become the greatest magnet of our people. They can
ereate a love for investigation and give it direction and can
enlarge the knowledge of the people in common things and thus
lay the foundation of common sense. At their instance fingers
will touch the lines of deftness, mechanical akill will become
universal and thrift and alertness will transform the toilers
into captains of industry. Their mission is to make a great
common people and thus readjust the map of the world. The

dawn of & greater life will appear. A nation of broader
horizon and higher purpose will stand forth to battle for

human rights.
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AGRICULTURAL EDUCATION ¥OR THE RURAL DISIRICIS.

Synopeis of
Address of Seaman A, Enapp of the

U, 8, Pepartment of Agrioculture,

In & narrow way this teopic may be limited to the kind of
husbandry that should be taught the rursl msses, and how teo
suscessfully teach it. In a broader wiy it may include the lines
of eduscation most helpful to the toilers upon the farms, and
how to convey this mltrﬁetian 80 successfully that it will
transform and enrich rural life. We shall disouss the topic
mainly along these broader lines. First, however, let us out-
line some of the more salient rural conditions as compared
with cities:

1st. There is a much lower earning capacity of the rural
toiler than of hix equal in the city and a consequent dissatis-
faction upon the part of the farm wage-earner.

2d. There is a lower and more hazardous return from farm
investments than from those in commercial or transportation
lines and s consequent disinclination to hold country property.

'3d. In the past half century rural improvements have not
kept pmoe with civie, and social conditions upon our farms have
declined by the removal of many old and cultured familiee to the

eity. The progress of our ¢ities has been so phenomenal that
OI.




they have attracted people of education and refinement to the
detriment of the country, and it has sspecially lured the
brainy youths of the farm with the visions of becoming captains
of industry.

4th. There has been a gradual increase of tenant farming,
til1l it now represents about 40% of the total, and the marvelous
advance of cities in pepulttien, wealth and political power is
part of the current history which indicates radical changes in
our commonwealth not gratifying to lovers of a broad libverty.

th. From the standpoint of the statesman, our large cities
are danger places on the map ef our republie. thnu are 8o
costly that only the rich can own them, The poor, and event those
of considerable sarning power, are tenants at will., The indus-
trial enterprises are vast and it requires enormous weslth to
handle them. Bach supporte an army of employes, &ll dependent
upon a managing will. In several of our largest cities there is
& large number of men so completely dependent for a day's toil
that they are compelled te cast their votes for a job, and there
are as many more vho are unaveidably influenced by their jobs.
There are alse, whore great numbers are aggregated, a mass
lendership regeardless of wealth., Qenerally this represents
arg;niaot and predatory poverty., It matters not that the prose
perity in cities, so far as it relates to ithe masses, is il-
lusory; it attraects, it allures.

Many and radical reforms must be worked out before ideal
conditions can be established generally in the country.




(1) A much larger per cent. of the farmers and their
families nmust be broadly educated and of high character.

(2) The farm lands must be so improved and nanaged as to
yield a more certain and profitable return for labor expended,
and afford greater profit for the toiler than employment in the
city.

(3) The farm improvements must be durable, suited to the
requirements of the farm, convenient and attractive.

(4) Churches, schools, means of communication, soeciasl con-
ditions and opportunities for asoumulating wealith and for e¢ivie
preferment for the masses in the country must be as good as, or
better than, those in the city.

The methods te ascomplish this rural reform were outlined
by hinm as follows:

The first atep te be inaugurated among the people is the
Farmers' Co-operative Demonstration Work of the United States
Department of Agriculture, by which the elememt ary lessons in
agriculture are taught directly to the farmers and their methods
improved, so that they are able teo realize two, three and four-
fold the results now obtained by them. Through this increase
of income the people of the rural districts are able to improve
their homes and to pay expenses incident to & higher civilaation.
Bvery upward step, whether in c¢ity or country, costs something.
No great advances can be made unless this added cost be previded
for. Through this instrumentality the homes of our rural popu=
lation will be greatly improved.




The second great step in the rural uplift the speaker oute
1ines is the consolidation of the yural scheols., The neighboare
heod mohool is simply adapted te a people in a very elementary
conditionsof seciety. It is simply a kindergarten school, dbut
when too many branches demended by modern conditions are thrust
upon them they are totally unsuited to mset the requirements of
the pesple. It is better for parents to send their ghildren a
groater distance and have & real country school, properly e-
quipped and graded so ns to meet all the requiremenis of rural
education., In such schools sgriculture should be an important
1line of education, However, eéven in such schools it is out of
the question te teach all that relates to apriculture and a mig-
take te attempt i%, The present curriculum which has been worked
out with such oare should not be so disturbed as to inject into
it courses of study that rmust gradually weaken the instrucilon
now given. The public demand for agriculture Ins msde this
error, a lack of definiteness. It would have been much better
nad legislatures simply demanded the teaghing of twe eor thr ee
things vhich are universally required and which would have given
some greatly needed information te the people, Insteand of Bgri=
sulture, should be substituted the vegotable and fruit gardem,
the cow and her products and poultry. These three lines of in-
ptruction would give definiteness to what is required, As it
i now the teamchers are pclrreotly at sea and there will be m
attempt to teach most everything from pure science related
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remotely to agriculture to the purely mechanical metheds of the
farm. In the family vegetable and fruit gerden would be ine
oluded all the instruetion in soil, in seed selection, how
plents feed and how they grow, and in methods of cultivation
nece ssary rar the rural town and for the country in an elementary
way. Practica) lessons about the cow and her products and
poultry would give the kind of knowledge required in every
househeld in regard to such commen food supplies as milk, eggs,
veal, beef and the flesh of fowls; how to produce them econom=
feally; their walue, and the offices they perforn in the human
system. Inetruction of this character is along the line of
people's daily necessitits and gives the kind of knowledge re-
quired by the teiling masses. There is little danger of teach-
ing ingorrect theories or methods upon these subjeeis because
the object lnianni are at hand for correction., In most schools
it would be better to give instruction in only one of these at
a time, commencing first with the market gardsn, secondly,
poultry, and third, the cow and her products. ¥o one should be
considered educated who is ignorant of the economic production
of these, and their great value in the food supplies that must
form one of the chief sources of sustenance for the human race.
Instruction in these branches could be given as well by
women beschers as by men, In nearly every school district one

or more model gardens could be established among the patrons
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of the school end in most districts some one could be induced
to purchase a better cow and improved poultry, and keep their
recoxrds for the school. Ask the pupils to bring samples of
their gardens, of their cows and poultry one day during each
school term. Call it Agricultural Day, and invite the parents.
The Farmers' Cooperative demonstration Work or the College of
Agriculture in each state could assist by furnishing printed
instructions.

One of the greatest forces in education is to get the
people to oompara/gi:i;roaucta #md realize that there is a
method that will produce better results.

Upon this plan every school teacher will become an educator

not only of the children but of the adult population of the

.diatrict.

The Farmersa' Cooperative Demonstration Work of the United
States Department of Agriculture and the State Colleges of
Agriculture could furnish instructions and thus assist.In the
teaching of agriculture it is not so much books that are re-
gquired as an awakened inquiry upon the part of pupils and
patrons. Object lessons and competitive exhibits, with proper
direction by the teacher, W 11 do more than books. |

Public opinion is that power in civilization which reguletes
and controls matters beyond the realm of law and it ia justaas
important that thisg should be framed upon a conservative and
wise basis looking to the greatest good to the greatest number
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as that laws shall be enmcted of the ssme charaeter.

At present there is little real tountry bublie opinion,
1t is mainly a modified town opinion, cellect®d on streets and
in storex and taken home by each farmer as he returns from a
weekly vinit to his market town.

To have & true rural public opinion there must be real
rural soolety. Sound public epinion can not be imported; it
must be made on the spet and for the purpose,

“he home, the school and the church are the three great
foreces upon which we must depend for the ssiablishment of
society, and the ereation of a true publio opinien in the country
and the Tinal readjustment of rural life. The thres fer ces are
ever present and all-powerful if united and can make a true
rural 'hablie opinion with potentiel foress to control conditions
in the country,

Anothes pourse emphasized ias the organization of boys' and
girls' olubs with the object of working out &% their homes in the
garden and on the farm the lessons ineulcated at the sghools.

Great emphasis should be placed on the means of teaching
the dignity of labor, the value of thrift, the giving to the
young o larger measure of cemmon senee by sausing them to be
more familiar with the common things of their snviromment,
Special value should be Placed on the imporiense in a republiec
of the ownership of smsll farms., There are two ways to look at
& mmall farm, One is the commom way, that it is a Place tﬁ
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make & living and rather a hard place and.ahnuld be sold soon

as anything better can be found. The other is that the owners
ship of land is a mark of honor; that a patent to land is a title
t0 nobility and right of sovereignty. The ownership must be
complete, subject only to the Btate, » that each proprietor

is the independent sovereign of a portion of the United States.
That the final power through the ballot to contrel the local
gcounty, state and national governments is a position of great
dignity and power.

I have tried to mmke clear the importance of an education
in cormon things for caﬁmnn people as opposed to the exceptional
and the remote and the erdinary. If we have no more time nec-
essary to become perfect in the knowledge of one eountry, let
that eountry be our gwn. Study the history, the language, the
80il, the c¢limate, the animals, the birds, the plants and all
the conditions that make for the home success and comfort, If
still there be inclination, leisure and means, then extend the
researches into foreign lands. We are on the wrong line. We
have tried to mester ancient history without knowing modern,

We have ftried to translate the classics and have failed for lack
of English., A great nation is not the outgrowth of a few men
of genius. We agree, however, that to meet our highest ideals
the classes, occupations and provisions of our commonwealih must
be Qtrnngthcned and developed in his life work to the extent

of his capacity.
wi
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I heve tricd to show that there are ferces in the field for
the resdiustment of the mrel sonditiome if vitallized esnd brought
{nbte sarvics. There is alwavs o olass eager to eateblish new
agenciss, to Join battle with industrial equipment, %o attack
the stronghold of raw militis and to storm impregnable fortresses
with guns that would not bresch & camp tent. It has taken cene
turies t6 estahlish the pehecls we now have, With a little re~
sdjustment they will do the werk required for agriculture, Even
§n this we are learning to include instruction in agriculture.
There is aangik that we may eliminate branches of grest value and
neoessary to the rounding sut of the rural teiler in his oblie

getions to humen peciety. If our institutions are te he prow=

served it rmust be mecomplished by making greatnees cemmon, More
thoroughness, faithfulness, exalted character, greater breadth,
perfect iﬁﬁnlliaeamg and larger views of human rights and govern=
ment requirements, millions of inspired deers whe give to every
eraation of their handiwork such perfection of accomplishment
that what man has wropght blends perfeotly with wat CGod hes
greated, Millions of scholars im their ywrel homes controlling
knowledge and promoting art. Hillions of statosmen toiling on
the farme and in the factories, working out the debtalls of a
proader life, snd millions of rural philanthrepists meking
improvemsnts to better the old.

¥hst oun tesohers do to help our rural conditions? Hvery-
thing, They are sn essential part of the greatest of all
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universities,~ the Home, They have charge of the extendon

gourses. They ocan ingpire in the youth a love of knewledge and
make all its avenuss loock delightful., They can unlock the books
which mre treasury houses of human wisdom and give them a

golden key. They can cause the soil to become mere responsive |
to the touch of industyy and the harvest more abundant; they
can add to the comforts of the home, meld the environments

into lines of beasuty and incerease its atiractiveness until the
home shall become the grestest magnet of our pesople. They can
oraate a love for investigation and give it direction and can
enlarge the knowledgs of the people in comeon things sud thus
lay the foundation of common senme., At their instange fingers
will toush the Yines: of deftness, mechanical skill will become
universal and $hrift and alertness will transform the Soilers

into captains of industry. 7Their mission is to make a great
sommon peopls smd thus readjust the map of the world. The

dawn of & greater life will appemr. A nation of broader

horizon and higher 'purpon will stand forth te battle for

human »ights,
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In & narrow way this topie may be limited to the kind of

husbandry that should be teught the rurel messes, and how to
succesgfully tesuch it. In & brosder wey it may inelude the
lines of education most helpful to the toilers upon the farms,
and how to convey this instruction so successfully that it will
transform.and enrich rurel life. We shall discuss the topic
mainly &long these broader lines. First, however, let us
outline some of the more salient rurai conditions as compared
with cities:
lst:- There is & much lower earning capacity of the rural
toiler than of his equal in the ¢ity and a consegquent dissatis-
faction upon the part of fhe ferm wege-earner.
£nd:~ There is & lower and more hazaerdous return from farm

investments than from those in commercial or transportation
lines and a consequent dlsinclination to hold country property.

ord;:- In the past half-century rural improvement hag not
kept pece with aivio, and social oconditions upon our farms have
declined by the removel of many old and cultured families to the
gity. The progress of our oities has been 8o phenomenal that
they heve attracted people of education and refinement to the
detriment of the country, and it has especially lured the brainy
youths of the farm with the visions of becoming capteins of indus~
trye :

4th:~ There has been & gradusl increase of tenant farming,

ti11 it mnow represents about 40% of the total, and the marvelous




sdvence of cities in population, wealth and politicel power is
part of the current history which indicates radical changes in
our commonweelth not gratifying to lovers of a broed liberty.

Bth:~ Prom the stendpoint of the statesmen, our lerge
cities are danRer places on the map of our republic. Homes
are 80 costly thet only the rich can own them, The poor, and
even those of considerable earning power, &re tenants at will.
The industrisl enterprises are vast and it requires enormous
wealth to handla them. Fech supports an army of employees,
all dependent upon e menaging willes In several of our largest
gities there is & large number of men so completely dependent
for & day's toil that they are compelled to cast their votes for
a job, snd there are a&s many more who are unavoidably_influeneed
by their jobs. There is also, where great numbers are aggregated,
8 mess leadership regardless of wealth. Generglly this represents
organized and predatory poverty. It matters not that the
prosperity in cities, so far as it relates to the masses, is
illusory; it attreects; it allures.

The number of toilers who finally acguire & reasonable re-
gserve for old age in the country as compared with the same cless
in the cities, is as ten to one, taking the whole country into
account.

While the wage is high in the cities, the cost of rents and
living are in proportion. The maltiplied attrections induce a
hebit of libersel spending, not conducive to economy. The smaell

farmey may eern less but he cen save more.
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rural conditions in the Nation are not what they should
be. Of course there are many exceptions, but it is true s
a whole. Many end radicel reforms must be worked out before
jdeal conditions can be established generelly in the country.

(1) A mueh lasrger per cent of the farmers and their fame
{1ies must be broadly educated and of high character.

(2) Phe ferm lands must be so improved end managed as
to yhald & more cortain and profiteble return for labor ex-
pended, and afford greater profit for the toiler than em-
ployment in the city.

(3) The farm improvements must be durable, suited to the
requirements of the farm, oonvenient end attraective.

(4) Churches, schools, means of communication, social
conditions and opportunities for asccumulating wealth and for
oivic preferment for the masses in the country must be as good
as, or better than, those in the city.

The problem is how to effect these rursl changes for the
better. FRduecstion being so importent, meny have thought end
8till think, thet the establishment of agricultural schools
will eccomplish the object. Forty yeers trial has shown that
most of the youth, eollege traineﬁ; whether in schools of agri-
eculture, science, or classies, leave the farm for reasons not
difficult to understend. The education required is one
that can reach the asdult messes as well as the young, and

will hold them to the ferm. The error is in & failure to see
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that the situation can not be overcome by a college education,
however helpful it may be to the graduate &s & citizen. The
prectical and sene way of asccomplishing the result is to induce
the farmers to try better methods and mpte the result, to improve
their farms, to make tillage less expensive and production more
eertain, to double the crop per sore and halve the cost. Thile
the farmer successfully solves the problems of the farm, his
experience widens &nd he becomes & broader men, till he is broad
enough to size up the whole situation and has the means to ex-
ecute his plans. As men broaden they will have aspirations for
their children, and better scholastic education will sccompeny 5
the general uplift.

Well informed men who are suecessful farmers are generally
agreed that a thorough knowledge of agriculture can be aecquired
in one way only. and this is by working out the problems of the
farm upon the farme There is & world of deteils, of business
knowledge, skill and taef sbout farming that cen be acguired
only by contaet with the soil snd practical experience in farm
life.

This ednéation of the farmer upon his farm by working out the
problems in the field and receiviing the answer in the erib or
granarﬁ, must be personal and local. Thus, the average farmer
to be a success must be educated for his wocation, and that
education must be acguired in the country so that he will not
be compelled to live in a city environment and have city

habits and methods of thought forced upon him in thet
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suseeptible period during which he scequires an oducation.

All roeforms must be wrought out by some process of education.
We have placed incorrect vaelues and too narrow limits upon what
we have labelled educafion. True educati on is the leading out
of the mind to & knowledge of helpful things, and the most im-
portent end helpful to eesch individual are the things for which
he will have the most use in lifes For the average man, education
better be full and asccurete in limited useful lines than nsrrow
and ﬁeéul%ory in broad iines. "hat the average man should know
are the things with which he has to deal in his life works. The
stored brain, the alert eye and the skilled hand ere his equip=-
ment. NMentsl discipline depends more on how knowledze is sequired
than upon the kind of information received. The farmer needs a
broader Imowledge of home things. The education required for the
rural districts is one that enebles the farmer to be & master of
husbandry, & good homemaker, and en intelligent and dependeble
citizen. The character of the homemeker and the c¢itizemship
are necessarily based on the suoccess of the husbandry. It is
diffioult to establish end meintain a comfortable home upon an
inoome totally insufficient and it is imposgible to work out
& high rural civilization and an exslted citizenship in the
country without the srt and the soience of egriculture are
brought to such & degree of perfeotion that they will wrest from
the 801l the means necessary to esteblish end support these
higher plsnes of living. The order of seguense in the uplift

of the country, from e materisal standpoint,\ia ag follows;




01lst):~ Greater net gains must be wrested by the farmer from
the soil.

(2nd) ;- The increased geins must be applied, in part, to
en improvement of the homes and their environments, to a re=-
adjustment of the rural schools and & re-allignment of the
rarel churches and the cereation of a true rural society.

(3rd):- The improvement of the means of transportetion
and communicetion, the highweys, the telephones, rural free
delivery, etce.

(4th) ;- The restoration to the country of such menufactures
as are closely related to the farm.

An increase of the net geins obtained from the farm is
given the first place in this uplift becsasuse every upward step
in eivilizetion costs something, and the betterment must.con—
mence &t the point of securing & greater income.

The three great factors in rural eivilization are the home,
the common school and the church. The greatest schools for the
human race aré our homes and the common schools,-not our
colleges and universities,--greatest in amount and value of
the kmowledge aequired. A country home, be it ever so plain, with
e father and mother of sense and gentle culture is Nature's
university and is more richly endowed for the training of
youth than Harvard or Yale.

Peerless among all teachers is that high priestess of the
homé, whom we know &s mother. She inspires as well as instructs.
Next to her in work and worth are the common school teachers.
They supplement the home training and lay the foundation of
knowledge along the lines of wisdom.
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a father and mothér of senuse and gentle culture is Nature's
univursity and is more richly endowed for the traiﬁing of
vouth than'Hmrvard or Yale, :

Peerless among all teachers is that high priestesa of the
home, whom we know as mother., She imapires as well as instructis,
Wext to her in work and worth are the common school teachers.

They supplement the.hbﬁe training and lay the foundation ef
kaeutniunaalaag”the lineg of wisgdom,

Thg,church ig a great teacher. It gives dignity and honor<
to meﬁ; stability to socieiy and infinitely broadens i o
horizon,

One reason why these three grest forces have not aceomplished
more in the ecountry is that they have acted indeépendently, rather
than cooperatively, Home conditions have peon too little afrsctéd :
by school and church., The school teacheré heve tried; no doubt
honesgtly, to impart instructions in the fundamental branches and
give mental training, but they have almost universally cast about
the school room an atmosphere remote from country life and planted |
the influences that eventually lead to an abandonment of the e
farm, As one has expresmsed it "The rural sehool is mostly &
city school located at a country cressroad."

The rural church is justly liable to a similar eriticism.

The pastor, instead of being a leader in rural thought and proge
regs, a8 well as spiritual life, united to his people by ties
of sympathy and helpfulness in material things, and the Promoter
and the sustaining forece of a real social life in the country,
is a potent factor in magnifying the advantages of the ity te

the detriment of the country, and is ever hoping that he may
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be transferred to the city., How can we reallign and correl-
ate these, the rural home, the rural school and the rural church?

The work o readjustment must commence with the school
and the churech, 71t is within the power of an enlirhtened publie
opinion to reach the school at once!

1lst .~ By requiring every country school teacher to have
elementary training in agriculture and be able to give expert
advice in the production of farm crops,.

24 .~ By requiring that every woman teacher for rural
schools shall pags examination in domestic science and home
making before receiving a cartificate.

Reduce, if necessary, the number of hours devoted to
borks and put some time on the knowledge absolutely essential
to make life comfortable, Let us trade a little Roman history
for the science of homemaking, and some of the rulesg of rgram-
mar, if need be, for rules of better living, and some of the
useless pugzaling problems in the back of the arithmetic for
problems o~ the farm worked out in the gschool garden plats,
Let the tﬁﬁ@h@x-;aka a human interest. Let the country school
teacher pet connected with the farms and the homes and not
make the school house an island where gtrange hipeds come in
every day to be vacecinated with the viﬁﬁa of hooks and dapart
at night-;ith ar inflarmation of the brain instead of usable
knowladge, Tet the teachers know the things of their environe
ment and have a sympathy with toil and the homes will be ate.
tracteéd to the school house and the mother will sbsorb as much
from the teacher as the daughter,

¥hen rural schools wel® firgt estahlished in the United
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States, education in the country was elementary. As the de~
mand for higher education became common, the attempt was made
to graft-on to the comrmon schools higher branches, until frew-
quently a tencher in the country has thirty or forty clagses
in one davy. Under such conditions thoroughness is imposgsible,
In the readjusted rural school the township should be the
unit, One gocd graded rural school isg better than six to pine
half eguipped, half taught, wholly neglected neighborho d
schoolk, where the travelsr is frequently in doubt whether the
building is é dwelling without tenénts, or & barn without
fodder, and where a few rmonths of schooling is given to ease
the parental conscience, and where the principal object is to
teach the science of how te ptudy books wi£hnut acqniring an
education, This consolidated rural school will be hetter
equipped, better managed and better taught, It is the ﬁnly
way rural education can be made creditable and adequate to the
requirements of couniry 1ife. The consolidatsd rural school
rust do fer the country what the High School has done for the
city. Such a geheol will organize rural society, eétablidh
and maintain rural public opinion, and provide adeguate cdu=
cation for the toilersg upon the farms. In avph schools agrie
culture, the mechanic arts, and domestic eeonoﬁy can be tuzught.
It can be a real rural school, Is it not better that those who
love the country and helieve that its development, enrichment
~and culture are necessary to out national life, should unite
upon gome plan to consnlidate the rural scheol, than to es-

tablisgh a few district agricultural schools?
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The objection to an agricultural high school in each Come
gressional biatrict is that it removes the bovs fron the farms
and hense, gives a semi~city enviromment, increases the cost
of sducation to such as avail themselves of its offers, and
takes money from all the people to provide advantages fox a
few, aﬁd that few generally best able to help themselves,

Such schoole could only provide training for a few, wheasas
be provided for all,

I{ should be emphasized that such a consolidated zural
school is the wholes thing, the complete sducation for the
masges, It is the primary school, the High 8chool, the collegﬁ*
the university, the agricultural collepe and the school of
technology for the gteat majerity of our rural population.
Evidently the course of study should inciude thorcugh inatruc—
tion in the fundamental branches of an Fnglish aducation‘
‘follcwed,by_lsasons in practical mechanics, agriculture, domestic
arts and home making, All these branches should be tatght by
doingfﬂh& things under investigation and simply using a bhoek
afterwirds foxr explanation, A simple, sensgible and practical
kitchen, provided with all modern conveniences and utensils
%0 do household work rapidly and economically. with practical
lessons in economic providing and nlain cooking for the girls,
would be of inconceavably mere advantage to the average gzl
than a snatiering of French or German,

A'earpentar's shop, proverly equinped for a fawrm boy is
betier than a chemiocal laboratory. He better lern +to handle '

pkillfully the saw and the jack-plane than the retort and the
Leyden '-j'&r‘s
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Agriculture should be taught in a concrets way and with
special application to the vicinity of *he school, The Boil,
the plants, shrubs and tress of that section should be studied
with specilal refersnce to their utilisation. Then if %he
pupils could be taught a few definite things, for example, to
meke & summsr and winter garden, %o successfully manage &
poultry yard and to skillfully handle the cow and hewr products,
they would have more usabls agviculture than the average gradusw
ate,

They would thus know some definite things of almost
universal use, and they could supply a general want, BRxcele
lence in common things is out of date., Advertise for a type-
writer or stenographer, a clersk, a doctor or a lawyer, and
aint at a good salary, and thers will be a hundred applications
in a weeks Apply for a competent houssekeepsr who can nrovide
with judgment and economy for a houselold and prepaze food With
8kill, or for an intelligent and skillful gardensr, poultyy
raiser, or dairyman and if you find one %o suit in six monthse
you may count yoursélf fortunate, Bkill in common things is
begoming rarc. We are taughi the least about the things most
essential 4o life and becauss some onse in a bygone age in-
stalled a lot of gibberish into our schoole and called it
education, the masses must absorb it and be ecnient.

The foregoing vemarks are made with zeference to the
chiidren of tollers upon the farms and in the workshops, where
education must be limited by the law of necessity to earn a

support,
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Let us return to our plan of creating a true rural
Public opinion and discuss the rural preacher. He should be
connected up to his field of labor. How? Let him graduate
at a school of agriculture and of medicine, as well as at a
school of Divinity. Let him get away fxom his remotensess
and predch about bettering farm life, Let his heroes be
farm boys and his angels farm girls, When he pays a pastoral
vislt 18% him go into the field and make good suggestions
about farming, If there is anyone sick, let him be prompt
with his services. This is exactly whaf the missionariea do
in foregin lands to attract and attach the reople to their
cause, It will work just as well here as there, TUseful-
ness is valuable everywhers,

The preacher and the teacher should be the leadors in
founding a true rural society,- genial, instructive, pro-
moting harmony and good will and tending to unity of action.
The tremendous power of sccial unity is mainly lost or is in-
affective in the country for lack of organization. At pres-
ent country puﬁlic obinion is a medlev of town or city gossip,
picked up on the strests or in the stores or in various rumor
exchanges, and carried home under the hat without agsortment,
Rural public opinion aRd rural sentiment must be reconstructed
and revitalized and wield its vower for the commuon good., Public
opinion governs in the vast domain that law does not reach, It
dotorning® home conditions, the treatment of children, the
respect given to age; the clothing we wear, the schooling we

recelve and the religion we accept. An enlightened rural public
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opini&ﬁ develeops a rural pride, forces a readjustment of the
home, establishes the rights of the family and the amenities
of the social compact,

The model furm dwelling and its environment, the neater
form and better equipment, the touches of refinement about
the dchoolhouse and the churches, are determined by‘the laws
which public opinion has written into the stgtuts books of
rural society, Where there is no rural social orgenization
there is a chazos or barbarism in the conditions of 1ifs
outside the law, Two races, with a2 color line in the same
territory, are a great barrier to socila improvement. There
are two public opinions, iwe codes of honor, two standards
of morality, and two schools of ethical training,

Segregation would be better., As stated, it is the province
of the rural church and the school %o organize country society
and create thls readjusting public opinion. 7

Women can teach practical agficulture a8 well as men, upon
the following plan:

Organize boys' clubs for the nroduction of corn and cther
standard crops, upon‘their fathers! farms, Idmit the plot %o
an acre or half-acre. Establish rules for the government of
the contest and the distribution of prizes, and get the instruce
tione from the Btute Collegss of Agriculture or the Farmers!
Goopérative Demcnstration Work of the United Btates Department of
Agriculture, The United States Demonstration Werk has enrolled a
gcod many thousand boys teo whom it is giving instructions., Last

year one boy in Mississippi made 1373 bu. of corn on an agre, -




while the State average was only about 15 bushels per acre,

Upon the same general mlan girls' clubs in domestic
science could be organizsd and operated, taking instructions
from the teacher of domestic science at the Golless of Agricul=-
ture in each ptate., If the spoon can deplete the rescurces of
the farm mors rapidly than the shovel can increase them, then
the training of girls in home management is the most important
branch of agriculture and besides, the girls are the home-makers,

The successful farmer muist be an all-round, m8nvesided man
and capable of adjusting himself at all times to new conditions,
He should have some mechanical skill and knowledge. dJuzt a knowl=-
edge of how té raise a crop and care for stock does not make a
farmer., An important vart of succensful farming is thé best
equirment and improvements. Everywhere throughout thé country
there is a shécking lack of mechanical knowledge and akill, It
is shown in the buildings, the fences, in the general farm ar-
rangements and in the machinery,

Two branches net down in any text book and seldom taught

tut of great importance are the dignity of labor and the value of

/ V,?-/J

thrift,- labor so essential to Physical and mental vigor; and ‘
thrdft, thot which gonserves the products of labor, can be most
sacceusfully taught in the country, More than half the people
of our %owns and citiss, if all that could labor are included,
are idlers, spenders of wealth instead of rromoters, hunting for
sexvants instead of seeking for toil, In cities +he influences

for spending are dominant,
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The half grown boys and girls of the villages and lesser
cities could make gardens and raise the fruits and poultry for the
family i€ they would. It might brown thelr skins and soil their
hands but 1t would help them to do something and to know something,
1t would strengthen the family vocketbook and help the family
character, In the country labor is honorable and th#fift a necessi=
ty and hence a large per cent of the lsaders of industry are coun-

try~bred boys.,

common sense. There is a large measure of things in the life
upen the farm that can net be adjusted by law, Thev rust be ade
Jjusted by common sense, Common sense is sinmply an intinmate
knowledge of commen things and how %o use them. It is required
by heme teaching and contact with others, The teacher can groea t=
1y enlarge the body of knowledgs of common things by daily hints

that lead out the youthful minds to full investigation.

ENVIRONMENT EDUCATION
OR
THE UNTAUGHT BOHOOL.

Thevre are tremendous sducational forces in our environments,
In the great cities and in the manufacturing centers there has
been for centuries and probably will coniinue %o be, %the unrest
that ariges from a conflict between aggregated capital and or—
ganized labor, These conditions will produce certain types of
citizens., Prosperous and contented communities of small farmers
distributed over the entive country will produce ancther type of

men who, in habits of life and Political belief, will be almost
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exactly the opposite of the former and will act as counterpoise
in adjustment of government., A brosperous, intelligent and con-
tented rural population is therefore essential to our national
perpetuity, The world!s experience has shown that the best way
to sevure this is to éncourage the division of all the lands into
small farms, owned and operated by one family., There are two ways
to look at the small farm; one is, and the common way, that it is
a place to make a living, but rather a hard place, and should be
sold as soon as anuthing easier is found. The other is that the
ownership of land is a merk of honor; that a patent to land is a
title to nobility, a right to sovereignty. The ownership must be
absolute, subject only to the 8tate, so that each proprietqr is the
independent sovereign of a portion of the United States, with a
final authority through the bailot, to control the local, County,
Btate and National governnents; a position of great dignity and
power,

| Communities of small farmers tend to promote common honesty;
a respect for the rights of others and for law., No one is rich
enough = to dominate his neighbors nor so poor +that his influence
may be disregarded. Their stock, prodicts and broperily are exposed
to trespassors and depredators, hence a common interest unites them
for mutual protsction and the primary lessons of society are taught

The education acquired on the small farm breadens citizenship,

because it is a many-sided education and gives correct impressions

of magy phases of life. All over the world the small independent
farmers are staunch supporters of conservative government. They

are intense lovers of home and orposed to radical c¢hanges.
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AS A SOURCE OF WEALTH.

Tf all is considered education that leads out, develops
or trains the individual, then the amount acguired in even the
hest Bchools is only a fraction of what the average man must
xnow to succeed in 1life. It is of the highest importance then

to the state that this greater body of knowledge should be

gorrect, broad, conservative, and elevating. Liberal provision
has b-en made by the state, by churches, and by individual gifts
fqr schools, but the moulding of this greater body of knowledge
to the hest interests of socliety has been mainly left to the
caprice of individual effort. The state can with propriety
especially foster such conditions of society, such lines of
industry, or such occupations as evidently tend to mental and
physical vigor, to breadth of understanding and to the best
citizenship and to the stability of the state. TFor these

ends no more potend influence has hecn found than an intele
ligent, prosperous and contented body of fhrifty small

farmers. States and the National covernment have aldes by the gift of
free lands for homes, and by the promotion of rural schools and
free mail delivery.

What are the néxt steps to be taken?=- The next ptep is the
nonisolation of the rural districts. Telephones and good roads
=ust become universal.

1et .~ They should be of three classes- Wational roads
connecting Washington with one great center in each state in

union to bhe constructed by congressional appropriation.
=17

,4



(2nd):~ B8tate roads, connecting all the cities in a
State, to be built and maintainsd Jointly by 8tate appropria-
tions and assessment on the cities benefitted.

(8rd):= Purely rural highways, connecting the farms with
‘national and state roads constructed by leocal taxation,

The national and state roads should be built first, With an
organized rural public opinion this plan could be incorporated
into law immediately and be an aceomplished fact in a few years
to the great advantage of aﬁg.

e
The forees necessary tqqaraated or redirected to work out our

rural problems are the following:

(1st):~ Some simple method like the FParmers! Cooperative Demae
8tration Work, by which the valuable knowledge necessary to the
successful conduct of his business can be brought $o the notice of
the farmers in an authoritive and convincing way,

(3nd):= A readjustment of the rural schools *o accomplish
the purposss for which they were created,

(3rd):= A realignment of the rural church,

(4%h):= The creation of a real rural public opinion
upon a higher plane which shall dominate the country in the

things which law ean not control,



I have tried to show that there are arple forces in the
field for the readjustment of rural conditions, if vitalized
and brought into service, There is always a class eager to
establish new agencies, %o join'hattle with untested equip-
mont, %o attack strongholds with raw militia, and to storm
inpregnable fortresses with guns that would not breach a camp 1
tent, It has taken centuries to eatablish the schools we
now havo; With a l1ittle readjugtn@nt they will do the work
required for agriculture, Bven in this reallignmen} to in- i
clude instru-tion in agriculture there is danger that we may .
eéliminate branches of great value and necesary to the rounds=
ing out of the rural toiler in his obligations to human so-
ciety. Tor after all, in molding men by tlie processés of ed- i
ucatinn &here is something more than just Citiing them.fdt a
vocation, The aim should be to make a greater common wan, and *
unlegs this can be done vocational training will be a failure

because of the narrowing of his social lines, the dwarfing

of his sense of obligation to the state, and a semi=paralysis

L5

of hig moral ﬁﬂture. Neither a score of statesmen nor a dbrigade
of scholars make a great nation. I: our instituilons are to

be preserved it must be accomplished by making greatness comron,=
Vore thoroughness, sublime faithfulness, exalted character,
greater breadth, perfect integrity, a larger view of human
rights and God's requirements; millions of inspired doers
who give to every creation of their handiwork such perfection
of accomplishment that what man has wrought hlends perfectly
with what God has created; millions of scholars in their

rural homes fostering knowledge and promoting art; millions of
- - =l , =y
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statesmen toiling on the farms and in the factories, worke
ing out the details of a broader national life, and millions
of rural philanthropists making gains to better the world.
What can teachers‘do to help our rural conditions?
Everything., They are an essential part of the greatest of
all universities, the home. They have charge of the exténw
aion courses: they can inspire in vouth a love of knowledece
and make all its avenues look delightful; they can unlock the
books vhieh are treasure-houses of human wisdom, and give them
a golden key; they can cause the soil to become more responsive
to the touch of indugtry and the harvest more abundant to
meet the measure of a larger hope; they can add to the com=-
forts of the home, shape its environments into linesg of beauty
and increase its attractiveness, till the home shall become
the greatest magnet of our people; they can create a love
of investigation and give it direction; they can enlarge the
knowledge of the people in common things and thus lay the
foundation of common sense, At their instance, fingers will
touch the lines of deftness, mechanical ekill will become
universal, and thrift and =lertness will transform the toil=~
ers into captains of industry. Their missionéis to make a
ereat common people and thus readjust the map of the world,
and the dawn of a greater life will asppear; a nation of
broader horizon and higher purpose will stand forth to hattle

for human rights,.
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AGRICULIURAL EDUCATION FOR THE RURAL DISTRICTS. ‘j{ 4

In & narrow way this topic may be limited to the kind of
husbandry that should be taught the rural masses, and how %o
successfully tesch it. In & broader way it may include the
lines of education most helpful to the toilers upon the farms,
end how to convey this instruction so successfully that it will
transform and enrich rurael life. We shall discuss the topie
meinly along these broader lines. PRirst, however, let us
outline some of the more -salient rurasl conditions as compered
with cities:

l1st:~ There is a much lower earning capacity of the rural
toiler than of his equai in the c¢ity and a consequent dissatis-
faction upon the pert of the farm wage-earner.

Znd:- There is a lower and more hazardous return from farm
investments than from those in commercial or transportation
1inesiand a ccnsequent‘disinclination to hold country property.

ord;:- In the past half-century rural improvement has not
kept pace with eivie, and social conditions upon our farms have
declined by the removael of many 0ld and cultured families to the
city. The progress of our cities has been so phenomenal that
they have attracted people of education and refinement to the
detriment of the country, and it has especially lured the brainy
youths of the farm with the visions of becoming cepteins of indus-
try.

4th:- There has been & graduasl increase of tenant farming,

11l it now represents about 40% of the total, and the marvelous



advence of cities in population, wealth and politieal power is
part of the current history which indieates radicsl changes in
our commonwealth not gratifying to lovers of & brosd liberty.
6th:- From the stendpoint of the statesman, our lerge
cities are danger places on the map of our republic. Homes
are so costly that only the riech can own them, The poor, and
even those of considerable earning power, are tenants at will.
The industriel enterprises are vest and it reguires enormous
wealth to hendle them. Fach supports an army of employees,
all dependent upon a menaging will. In several of our largest
cities there is & large number of men so completely dependent
for a day's toil that they are compelled to cast their votes for
& job, and there are as many more who are unavoidably influenced
by their jobs. There is also, where great numbers are aggregated,
& mess leadership regardless of wealth. Generelly this represents
organized and predatory poverty. It metters not that the
prosperity in cities, so far as it relates to the messes, is
illusory; it attracts; it ellures.

The number of toilers who finally aoquire & reasonable re-
_serve for old age in the country as compared with the seame class
(in fhe cities, is as ten to one, taking the whole countrj into

account.,

While the wege is high in the cities, the cost of rents and

liﬁing are in proportion. The multiplied attractions induce a
hﬁbit of liberal spending, mot conducive to economy. The small

farmer mey earn less but he cen save more.
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Rural conditions in the Neation are not what they should
be. Of course there are many exceptions, but it is true sas
a whole. Many end radical reforms must be worked out before
ideal conditions can be established generelly in the country.

(1) A muech larger per cent of the farmers and their fam-
ilies must be broadly educated and of high character.

: (2) .The farm lands must be so improved and managed as
to yield & more certain and profitable return for labor ex-
pended, and afford greater profit for the toiler than em-
ployment in the city.

(3) The farm improvements must be durable, suited to the
requifements of the farm, convenient and attractive.

(4) Churches, schools, means of communication, socisel
conditions and opportunities for accumulating wealth and for
eivic preferment for the masses in the country must be as good
as, or better than, those in the city.

The problem is how to effect these rursl changes fbr the
better. Education being so importent, many have thought and
8till think, that the establishment of agricultural schools
will accomplish the object. Forty yesrs trial has shown that
most of the youth, college trained, whether in schools of agri-
culture, soience, or classics, leave the farm for reasons not
difficult to understend. The education required is one
that can reach the adult messes as well as the young, and

will hold them to the farm. The error is in a failure to see
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that the situation can not be oversome by & college educsation,
however helpful it may be to the graduate &8 & citigen. The
practicel and ssne way of sceomplishing the result is to induce
the farmers to try better methods and hote the result, to improve
their farms, to make tillege less expensive and production more
ecertain, to double the crop per aore and halve the cost. Thile
the fermer successfully solves the problems of the farm, his
experisnce widens &nd he becomes & broader men, till he is broad
enough to size up the whole situation and has the mesns to ex-
ecute his plans. As men broaden they will have aspirations for
their children, and better scholastic educsation will sccompany
the genersal uplift.

Well informed men who &re successful farmers arc generally
agreed that a thorough knowledge of agriculture c¢an be acquired
in one way only, end this is by working out the problems of the
farm upon the ferms There is & world of deteils, of business
knowledge, skill and tect about farming that cen be soguired
“-Only by contaet with the soil and practical experience in farm
life. :

This education of the farmer upon his ferm by working out the
problems in the field and receiging the answer in the orib or
grenary, must be personal and local. Thus, the everage fermer
to be & success must be educated-for his vocation, and that
education must be acguired in the country so that he will not
be compelled to live in & eity environment and have city
habits end methods of thought foreed upon him in that

T e



susceptible period during which he aequires an education.

All reforms must be wrought out by some process of education.
We have placed incorrect velues and too narrow limits upon what
we have labelled educetion. True educati on is the leading out
of the mind to a knowledge of helpful things, and the most im-
portant and helpful to each individual are the things for which
he will have the most use in life. For the average man, educetion
better be full and accurate in limited useful lines than narrow
and desultory in broed lines. What the average men should know
are the things with whieh he has to deal in his life work. The
stored brain, the alert eye and the skilled hand ere his equip-
ment. Mentsl discipline depends more on how kmowledze is aeguired
then upon the kind of information received. The fearmer needs a
broader knowledge of home things. The education required for the
rural districets is one that enables the farmer to be & master of
husbandry, & good homemaker, and an intelligent and dependable
citizen. The character of the homemsker and the eitizenship
are necessarily based on the success of the husbandry. It is
difficult to esteablish end meintain a comfortable home upon an
income totally insufficient and it is impossible to work out
& high rural eivilizaetion and an exalted citizenship in the
ecountry without the ert and the science of agriculture are
brought to such & degree of perfection that they will wrest from
the soil the means necessary to establish and support these
higher plenes of living. The order of gequence iﬁ the uplift

of the country, from & material standpoint, is as follows:
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(lst):~ Greater net gains must be wrested by the farmer from
the soil.

(2nd):- The increased geins must be applied, in part, to
an improvement of the homes and their enviromnments, %o & re=-
gd justment of the rural schools and & re-allignment of the
rurel churches and the ereetion of & true rural society. &

(3rd):~ The improvement of the meens of transportetion
and communication, the highweys, the telephones, rural free
delivery, etc.

(4th):- The restoration to the country of such menufactures
a3 are closely related to the farm.

An increase of the net gaeins obtained from the farm is
given the first plsce in this wuplift because every upward step
in civilizétion coats something, and the betterment must com-
mence &t the point of securing & greater income.

The three great factors in rural eivilization are the home,
the common sehool and the church. The greatest schools for the
humen race are our homes and the common schools,-not our |
colleges and universities,~-greatest in amount and velue of |
the knowledge sequired. A country home, be it ever so plein, with
e fether and mother of sense and gentle oulture is Nature's
university and is more richly endowed for the training of
youth than Harvard or Yele.

Peerless among all teachers is that high priestess of the
home, whom we know &s mother. She inspires as well as instructs.
Next to her in work &nd worth are the common school teachers.
They supplement the home treining end lay the foundation of
knowledge along the lines of wisdom, |
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a father and mother of senge and gentle culture is Nature's
university and is more richly endowed for the training of
youth than Harvard or Yale,

Peerlesgs among all teachers is that high priestess of the
home, whom we know as mbther. She imagpires as well as instructis,
Next to her in work and worth are the common school teachers,

They supplement the home training and lay the foundation of
knowledge along the lines of wigdom,

The chutch is a great teacher. It gives dignity and honorxr
to men, stability to soccieiy and infinitely broadens the human
hor{;on.

One reason why thege three great forces have not aceomplished
more in the country is that they have acted independently, rather
than cooperatively. Home conditions have been too little affected
by school and church. The school teachers hnve tried, no doubt
honegtly, to impart instructions in the fundamental branches and

give mental training, but they have almost universally cast about

S ypiigms: c
=R

N P e i v

the school room an atmosphere remote from country life and planted f

the influences that eventually lead to an abandonment of the
farm. - As one has expressed it "The rural sehool is mostly a
city school located at a country crossroad."

The rural church is justly liable to a similar criticism,
The pastor, instead of being a leader in rural thought and proge
regs, as well as spiritual life, united to his people by ties
of sympathy and helpfulness in material things; and the promoter
and the sustaining force of a real social life in the country,
is a potent factor in magnifying the advantages of the city te
the detriment of the country, and is ever hoping that he may
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be transferred to the city. How can we reallign and correl-
ate these, the rural home, the rural school and the rural church?

The work o readjustment must commence with the school
and the echurch, It is within the power of an enlichtened publie
opinion to reach the school at once:

lst .- By requiring every country school teacher to have
elementary training in agriculture and be able to give expert
advice in ‘he production of farm crops.

24 .- By requiring that every woman teacher for rural
schools shall pass examination in domestic science and home
making before receiving a certificate,

Reduce, if necessary, the number of hours devoted to
books and put some time on the knowledge absolutely egsential
to make life comfortable. Let us trade a 1ittle Roman history
for the science of homemaking, and some of the ruleg of gram=
mar, if need be, for rules of better living, and some of the

useless pugzling problems in the back of the arithimetic for

problems o the farm worked out in the school garden plats.

Tet the teacher take a human interest. Let the country school
teacher get connected with the farms and the homes and not
make the school house an isla=nd where gtrange bipeds come in
every day to be vaccinated with the virus of books and depart
at night with an. inflammation of the brain instead of usable
¥nowledge ., Let the teachers know the things of their environ=-
ment and have a sympathy with toil and the homes will he at-
tracted to the school house and the mother will ebsorb as much
from the teacher as the daughter.

e
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States, education in the country was elementary. As the de-
mand for higher education became common, the attempt was made
to graft on to the common schools higher branches, uniil fre-
quently a teacher in the country has thirty or forty classes
in one day. Under such conditions thoroughneass is impogsgible,
In the readjusted rural school the townsghip should be the
unit, One good graded rural school is better than six to nine
half equippred, half taught, wholly neglected neighborhood
sehoonl, where the traveler is frequently in doubt whether the
building is a dwelfing without tenants, or a barn without
fodder, and where a few months of schooling is given to ease
the parental conscience, and where the princinal object is to
teach the science of how to study books without acquiring an
education. This cnnaolidated rural school will be better
equipped, better managed and better taught. It is the only
way rural education can be made creditable and adequate to the
requirements of country life. The consolidated rural school
must de for the ecountry what the High School has done for the
city. Such a school -will organize rural society, establish
and maintain rural public opinion, and provide adequate edu~
cation for the toilers upon the farms. In s .ch schools agri-
culture, the mechanic arts, and domegtic econoﬁy can be. taught.
It can be a real rural school. Is it not better that those who
love the couniry and believe that its development, enrichment
and culture are necessary to out national life, should unite
upon some plan to consolidate the rural schcol, than to es-

tablish a few district agricultural schools?

-9-
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The objection to an agricultural high school in each Con-
greesional District 1s that it removss the boys from the farms
and honmes, gives a semi~city envirofiment, increases the cost
of education to such as avail themselves of its offers, and
tukes money from all the people to provide advantages for a
few, and that few generally best able to help themselves,

Buch schools could only provide training for a few, whemean
the necessity for vocational education is universal and sghould
be provided for all,

It should be emphasized that such a consolidated rural
school is the whole thing, the complete education for the
masges, It is the primary school, the High 8School, the collegs,
the university, the agricultural college and the schocl of
technology for the great majority of our rural populaticn,
Evidently the course of study should inciude thorough instruc=
tion in the fundamental branches of an English education
followed by lessons in practical mechanics, agriculturs, domestic
arts and home making, All these branohqs should be taught by
doing the thinge under investigation and simply using a book
afterwnrds for explanation. A simple, sansible and practical
kitchen, provided with all meodern conveniences and uiensils
to do household work rapidly and economically, with practical
lessons in economic providing and nlain cooking for the girls,
would be of inconceivably more advantage to the average #dirl
than a smattering of French or German,

A carpenter!s shop, properly equinped for a farm boy is

'ﬁbet;er than a chemical laboratory. He better lern tc handle

. ekillfully the saw and the jack-plame than the retort and the
. Leyden jar,
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Agriculture should be taught in a concrete way and with
special application to the vicinity of the school, The soil,
the plants, shrubs and treses of that secition should be studied
with speclal reference to their utilization., Then if the
rupils could be taught a few definite tﬁings, for example, to
make a summer and winter garden, to successfully manage a
poultry vard and to skillfully handle the cow and her products,
they would have more usable agriculture than the average gradu-
ate,

They would thus know some definite things of almest
universal use, and they could supply a general want, Excel=-
lence in cémmon things is out of date, Advertise for a type—
writer or stenographer, a clerk, a doctor or a lawyer, and
hint at a good salary, and there will be a hundred applications
in a week. Apply for a competent housekeeper whe c¢an provide
with judgment and economy for a houseliold and prepare food with
skill, or for an intelligent and skillful gardenser, poultry
raiser, or dairyman and 1f you find one to suit in six months
you may count yourself fortunate. 8kill in common things is
Eecoming_rare. We are taught the least about the things mpst
essential to life and because some one in a bygone age in-

stalled & lot of gibberish into ocur schools and called i%

. education, the masses must absorb it and be centent,

The foregoing remarks are made with reference to the
children of toilers upon the farms and in the workshops, where
education must be limited by the law of necessity %o earn a

support,



Lot us return to our plan of erxeating a true rural
Public opinion and discuss the rurallpreacher. He should be
connacted up to his field of la?or,' How? hst him graduate
at & acheal of agriculture and of nedicins,; as well as at a
school of Divinity. Let him get away from his remotensss
and preach about bettering Ffarm life. Let his herces be
faxn boys and his angels farm girls. When he pays a pastoral
viplt 1a% him go into the field and make good suggestions
about fawxming, If there is anyone sick, let him be proupi
with his services., This is exactly what the missionaries do
in foregin lands to attract and attach the reople to their
cause, It will work just as well here as thers. Ussful~
neso is valuable evervwhers,

The preacher and the teacher should be the leaders in
founding a true mural society,~ genial, inastructiive, pro-
moting harmeny and good will and tending to unity of action,
The tremendous vowar of social unity is mainly lost or is in-
effoctive in ths country for lack of organization. At pres=
ent country gublie opinion is a medley of town or citv gossip,
Plcked up on the streats ov in the stores or in variocus rumor
exchanges, and carrvied home undar the hat without assoxtrent,
Rural public opinion amd wruwal sentiment mist be reconstructed
and revitalized and wield i1ts vowor foxr the common good., Public
opinion governs in the vast domain that law does not reach, It
determine: home conditions, the ireatment of children, the
respect given to ages the clothing\we wenr, the schooling we

receive and the religion we accept, An enlightened rural public
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opinion devalops a rural pride, forces a readjusiment of the
homs, astablishes the rights of the family and the anenities
of The geeial commact,

The model. faorm dwelling and its onvironment, the neater
Tarm and Datier equinment, the touchas of wefinement about
the scheolhouse and the churches, are detemmined by the laws
which pubiic opinlon has written into the statuts books of
rural pociety., Whore there is no rural social organization
there is a chaos or barbarism in the conditions of 1life
outside the law, Two vagcee; with a color line in the same
terrvitory,; are a great barriasr to socila improvement, There
are two rublic opinions, two codes of honor, “wo standards
of morality, and %twoe schoole of ethiecal training,

Segregition would be better, As statad, it 45 ths province
of the rural church and the school %o organize country gooiety
and create this zreadjusting publie épinion. )

Wonen ean teach practical agriculture as well as mén, upon
the following »lan:

Organize boys! clubs for the nroduction of corn and other
standard crops, uwpon their fathera! farms. ILimit the plot to
&n acre or half-acre, Establish rules for the government of
the contest and the diatribdtion of prizes, and get the instrucw-
ticns from the Staﬁe'collegaa of Agriculfura or the Farmexst
Qocporative Demonstration Work of the United Btates Department of
Agricuiture. The Uni’ed Bistes Domenstration Work has enrclled a
good many thousand boys to whon it is giving instructions, Last
year one boy in Mississippl made 137§ bu. of corn on an acre, = &
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Wwhile the State average was only about 15 bushels per acre,
Upon the same genaral plan girls! clube In domestic
gclence could be organizad and operated, taking instructions
from the teacher of domestic science at ths Collegs of Agricul=-
ture iIn each state, If the spoon can deplets the rescurces of
the fams mors rapidly than the shovel can increape them, then
the training of girls in home mansgement is the most impertant
branch of agriculture snd beeidss, the glrls are the home-makers.
The successful farmer must be an all-round, many-sided man
and capable of adjusting hiwself at all times to new conditions,
He should have some mechanical skill and knowledge. Just a knowlw
edge of how to raise a crop and'care for stock doon net make a

farmer., An important vart of successful farmming is the bsst

equipment and improvements, Everywhere throughout bhe couniry

there is a shécking lack of mechanical knowledge and skill. It
is ghown in the uildings, the fences, in the general fazm ape
rangements and in the machinsyy,

Two branches not down in any text book and seldom taught
but of great importance are the dignity of labor and the value of
thrift,- labor so aéseential to physical and mﬁntﬁl vigor; and
thrift, thot which conserves the produets of labor, can be most
successfully tought in the country, More than half the people
of our towns and cities, if all that could laber are included,
are idlers, spenders of wealth instead of promoters, hunting for
sexvanis instend of seeking for toil, In oitiss he influences

for apending are dominant,
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The half grown bovs and giris of the villages and lesser

¢itios could make gardens and raise the fralts and pouldry for the

Tamily i€ they would, It night brown their skins and 801l their
nands bt 1% would help them to de somo thing and to know Bommthinss
It wouid elrengthen the family vocketBook and help the family

chaxacter, 1In the country labor ig honorable and th#ify a ﬁﬂﬁ&s&&*

B e i . M s,

%7 and hence a large per scant of the 1saders of industry are coun=
Lry=bred boys,

The most valuable aequisition for the wural ﬁanu1¢+ion is

cormon sense. Thare is a large measure of things in #he 1ifé

upon the farm that can not be adjusted by law, Thev rush be'gdﬁ
Justed by common sense, Common sense is simply an intimate

knowledss of common things and how to use them., I+ ig reqﬁ%r&d

by hoene Goaching and contact with others, The teacher caﬁ3éxéat~

ly enlarpge fha body of knowledge of common things by daily hints *

that lead ou* the youthful minds to full investigation,

T EDUCATION “~
OR
TaR_UNTAUGHT SCHOOL. i

There are tremendous eduga tional forees in cur environnents,
In the great cities and in the mamufacturing centers there has
boen for centuries and probably will econtinue to be; the unrest
that urises from a conflict between agpreg-ted capital and or-
ganized labor, These conditions will »roduce eertain types of
citizens, Prosperous and contentsd communifieg of small farmers

disteributed over the entirve country will produce another type of
men who, dn habits of life and Dolitdcal belief, will be almost
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exactly the opposite of the former and will act as counterpoise
in adjus tment of government, A prosperous, intelligent and ‘con=
tanted rural population is therefore essential to our national
perpatulty. The world!e experience has shown that the best way
to aepurs this is to 8ncourage the division of all the lands into
swall famms, owned and eoperated Ww one family, Thers are itwo ways
to look at the small farmy one im, and the common way, that 1% is
a place to make a living, but rather a hard place, and should be
sold as soon as anuthing easier is found. The other is that the
ownership of land 4s a mark of honor; that a patent to land is a
title to nobility, a right to sovereignty., The ownership must be
absolute, subject only to the 8%ate, so that each proprietor is the
independent sovereign of a portion of the United States, with a
final authority through the ballot, %o contrel the local, County,
State and National governmsnts; a position of great dignity and
power,
. : Communities of small farmers tend to promote common honesty;
;/ a respecy for the rights of others and for law, No one is rich
enough %Yo dominate his neighbors nor so poor that his influence
may be disregarded. Their stock, prodicts and property are exposed
to trespassors and depredators, hence a common interest unites them
for matual protsction and the primary lessons of society are taught
The education acquired on the emall fam breadens citizenship,
beeause 1t is a nmany-sided education and gives corrsct dmpresgions

of magy phases of life. All over the world the small independent
f&xméra are staunch supperters of conservative government, They

are intense lovers of home and opresed to radical changes,
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If all is considered education that leads out, develops
or traing the individual, then the amount acquired in even the
beat schools is only a fraction of what the average man must
know to succeed in life. It is of the highest importance then

to the state that this greater body of knowledge should be

correct, broad, conservative, and elevating. Liberal provision
has b=en made by the state, by churches, and by individual gifts
for schools, but the moulding of this greater body of knowledge
to the best interests of society has been mainly left to the
caprice of individual effort. The state can with propriety
especially foster suuh.conditions.of society, such lines of
industry, or such occupations as evidently tend to mental and
physical vigor, to breadth of understanding and to the best
citizenship and to the stability of the state. For these
ends no more potend influence has been found than an intele-
ligent, prosperous and contented body of thrifty small
farmers. States and the National Government have aides by the gift of
free lands for homesg, and by the promotion of rural schools and
ree mail delivery.

What are the next steps to be taken?~- The next step is the
noﬂFsolatiOn of the rural districts. Telephoneg ad good roads
mugt become universal.

lat.=» They should he of three classes- Wational roads
connecting Washington with one great center in each state in
union to be constructed hy congressional appropriation.

e



(3nd)s= 8tate roads, connacting all the eities in a
State, to be built and maintained Jointly by Btate appropria~
tions and assessment on the cities benefittad,

(5rd)s= Purely rural highways, conneeting the farme with
national and state roads constructed °Y leeal taxation,

The Dational and siate roads should be buildt firss, With an
organized rural public opinion this plan ecovld be incorporsied
inte law immediately and be an aceemplished fact in a Ffew years
%o the grent advantage of a%g.

The foxcer negessary terxaatod or redirected to work‘out our
rural problems are she followings

(lst):~ Some simple method like the Farmers! Coopsrative Demar
stration Work, b which the vaiuabls knowledge necessarv to the
successful conduct of his business can be brought $o the notice of
the farmers in an authoritive and convineing way,

(2nd):= A readjustment of the ruwral schools *o accomplish
the rurposss for which they were created,

(3ra):= A realignment of the yural church,

(4th)s= The erention of a real rural rublie opinion
upon a higher plane which shall dominate the country in the
things which law ean not control,

-18=




I have tried to show that there are ample forces in the
field for the readjustment of rural conditions, if wvitalized
and brought into service.r There is always a class eager to
establish new agencies, to join battle with untested equip-
ment, to attack strongholds with raw militia, and to estorm
impregnable foritregses with gunsg that would not breach a camp
tent. It has taken centuries te establish the schools we
now have. With a little readjustment they will do the work
required for agriculture. Even in this reallignment to in=-
clude instru-tion in agriculture there is danger that we may
e¢liminate branches of great value and necegary to the round-
ing out of the rural toiler in his obligations to human so=-
ciety. Por after all, in moiding men by the processes of ed-
ucatinn there is something more than just Titting theﬁ for a
vocafion. The aim should be to mzke a greater common man, and
unlegs this can be done vocational training will be a failure
hecause of the narfowing of his social lines, the dwarfing
of his sense of obligation to the state, and a semi-paralysis
of hig moral nature, UNeither a score of statesmen nor a brigade
of scholars make a great nation., If our institutlions are to
be preserved it must be accomplished by making greatness comon,-
fore thoroughness, sublime faithfulness, exalted character,
greater breadth, perfect integrity, a larger view of human
rights and God's requirements; milliong of inspired doers
who give to every creation of their handiwork such perfeetion
of accomplishment that what man has wrought blends perfectly
with what God has created; millions of scholars in their

rural homes fostering knowledge and promoting art; millions of
=19 =" :
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gtatesmen toiling on the farms and in the factories, worke
ing out the details of a broader national life, and millions
of rural philanthropists making gains to better the world.
What can teachers do to help our rursl conditions?
Tyverytiing., They are an essential part of the greatest of
all universities, the home. They have charge of the exien=
sion courses: they can ingpire in vouth a love of knowledge
and make all its avenues look delightful; they ecan unlock the
books whieh are treasure-houses of human wisdom, snd give them
a golden key; they can cause the soil to beénme more regponsive
to the touch of industry and the-harvest more abundant teo
meet the measure of a larger hope; they can add to the com=
forts of the home, shape its environments into linesg of beautly
and increase its attractiveness, till the home shall become
the greatest magnet of our people; they can create a love
of investigation and give it direction; they can enlarpge the
knowledge of the people in common things and thus lay the
fPoundation of common sense, At ‘heir instance, Tingers will
touch the lines of deftness, mechanical skill will become
universal, and thrift and nlertness will transform the toil=
ers into captains of industry, Their mission is to make a
great common people and thus readjust the map of the world,
and the dawn of a pgreater life will appear; & nalion of
broader horizon and higher purpose will stand forth to hattle

for human rights,
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The greet value of educeting end training youth for
sgriculture is so universelly conceded that it does not
require discussion. The necessity of presenting end im-
pressing better types of husbendry upon adult farmers thxough
demonstretions under their casre is repidly being eccepted
by the Americen people as e most important means of educetion
for the rural masses and necessary to &ny general and rapid
edvancement.

ihe opinion thet the runieivelity, the state and the
nation are responsidble only for the mehfhi training of youth
mainly through books, hes heen too common. A broader con-
ception of educsation includes -instruction to édults in 8ll
useful knowledge spprlicable to their vocations. In agriculture
the knowledge of the best enimals, implements, seeds, methods
of culture and ferm mansgement is & necessary part of the
equipment of the farmer to do his best and the knowledge must
be mede 50 intensive by demonstretion that it will result in
echievment. If the rursl masses cen be influenced to accept
end sdopt the best methods of tilling the soil, the bést
plents and fruite of their kind, enimels of the greatest
merit, bred for the purposes intended, end a general farm
policy and menagement that tends to the improvement of the
soil, the most economic production, and the greatest thrift
a proper materiel basis will be lesid for 81l other reforms,
and improvements leeding to & brosder national life. It is
the intention in this statement to cleim that this meterial

improvement is & necessary factor in any permenent uplift






AGRICULTURAL EDUCATION FOR.THE RURAL DISTRICTS.

In.-a narrow way this tbpic may be limitad to the kiﬁd gf“

g ' hdsbandry that should be taught the rural masses, and how %o |

successfully teach it, In a broader way it may include the

lines of education most helpful to the toilers upon the farms,

‘ and how to.convey this instruction so successfully that it will
trangform and enrich rural life, We shall discuss the.topic

| mainly along these broader lines, First, however, let us

outline some of the more salientlrural conditions as compared

Eﬁﬁgsmawwith citiess

lst.~ There is a much lower earning capacity of the.rural

r~'w:#2’it0iler than of his equal in the city and a consequent dissatis-

faction ﬁpon the part of the farm wage-earner,

| 2d, Thare is a lower and more hazardous return from farm

| investments than from those in commercial or transportation

| lines and a comsequent disinclination to hold couﬁtry-pro@érty,
3d. ' Im the past half-century rural improvement'hﬁg“ﬁbt

kept pace with civie, and social conditions upon our farms have

declined by the removal of many 0ld and cultured families to the :

city. The progress of our cities has been 8o phenomenal that

they have atiracted people of education and refinement to the

detriment of the country, and itrhas especially lured the brainy

| | youths of the farm with theAvisions of becoming-eaptains of indus-

| try. : -

| 4th,- There has been a gradual increasehéf tenant faimiﬁg,

ti11 4t now represents about 40% of the total, and the marvelous

~
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advance of cities in population, wealth and political.power is
part of the current history which indicates vadical changes in
our-commonwealth not gratifying to lovers of a broad liberty.
5th, - From the standpoint of the statesman, our large
.cities are danger places on the map of our républic, Homes
are 80 ¢ostly that only‘the rich can own them, The poor, and
oven those of considerable earning power, are tenants at will.
The industrial enterprises are vact and it fequiras enornous
wealth to handle them; Fach supports an army of employees,
all dependent upon a managing will, In several of our largest
cities there is a large number of men so completely dependent
for a day's toil that they are compelled to cast their votes for
a job, and there ave as many more Who are unavoidably influenced
by their jobs., Thip. lSwealklb-massweonpubesen, Thore is also,
where great nunbers aré aggreg-ted, a mass leadership regardless

of wealthe  Generally this represents organized and predatony

pOVeTEY, an- %ﬂﬁjdﬁtwwﬁ R f7;;fzﬁ

wﬂﬁ§3”§§3§§§;?¥§”§;m§§1ies, sorfa as it relates to-the masses,
is illusory, o 3 W"Wm ;’-MW

[ The nunmber of toilers who finally acquire a reasonable re-
serve for old age in the country as compared with the same class
in the cities, is as ten to one, taking the whole country into
account,

While the wage is high in the cities, the cost of rents and

lTiving are'in proportion, The multiplied attractions inducé a

nabit of liberal svending, not conducive to economy. ThS small

farmer may.earn less but he can save more. j
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2 ( Rural conditions in the Nation are not what they should \)

y pbe, Of course there are many exceptions, but it is true as
! _
£

1

A
Vo

g = e e by OO e
e

a whole;§ Many and radical reforms must be woerked out hefore

o~

il

ideal coﬁditions can be established gen€rally:in the country.
(1) A much larger per cent of the fafmers and theif fam-
idies must be broadly educated and of high character,
(2) The farm lands must be-g0 improved and managed as
to yleld a more certain and profitable return for labor ex—
e ol

Lot
vended, and afford greater profitsthan employment in the city.

{4

(3) The farm improvements mist be durable, suited to the
requirements of the farm, convenient and atteactive,

(4) Churches, schools, means of communication,-sccial
conditions and opportunities for accumulating wealth and for
civic preferment for the masses in the country must be as” good
as, or better than,-these in the city,

. ““{ The.pToblem is how to ®€ffect these rural changes for the
better, Rducation being so important, many have thought and
still think, that the establishment of agricultural schools
will accomnlish the object. Forty years trial has shown that
most of the youth, college trained, whethdxr in schools of agri-
culture, science,.-or classics, leave the farm for reasons not
difficult to be understood., The education reguired is one

that carnl reach the adult masses as well as the young, and

Awilicheld them to the farm, The error isiinta failure to sed



4 . 2 % =
that the situation can not be overcome by a college education, ‘

l : i
{ however helpful it may be to the graduate as a citizen.thhe

practical and sane way of accomplishing the result is to induce the
of:
farmers fo-tTy better methods and note the rasult, to improve

W
their farms, to make tillage less expensive-and production more%i
cervain, to double the crop per acre and halve the cost. While
the farmer successfully solves.thée problems of the farm, his
experisnce widens and e becomes a broader man, till he is broad
enough to size up the whole situation and has the means to ex=
ecute his plans, As men broaden thev will have aspirations for
their children, and better schelastic education will accompany
the general uplift,

Well informed men who are ‘Successful farmers are genarally
agreed that a thorough knowledge of agriculture carl be acquired
4dn one way only, and thig is by working out the problemé of ‘the
farm upon ‘the farm., There'is a world of details, of business
knowledge, '8kill and fact about farming that can be aoduired
only by contact with the soil and practical experience in farm
i i o~ e e
This education of the .farmer upon-his farm by working out the

problems-in the field and receiving the answer in the crib or

granary, must be parsonal and local.  Thus, the average farmer
e & g,

to be-a success must be educated for his reestmesdeon, and that
education must be acquired in the country €o that he will not
be compelled to live in a city environment and have city

habits and methods of thought forced upon him in that




E.Of the country, from a material standpoint, is as follows: -

susceptlble pe rlod durlna Wthh he acqu;rps an educ Llon.' g

e b o S \

All reforms must be wroughu out by some process of educotlon.za
We have placed incorrect values and too narrow limits upon what \
we have labelled education., True education is the leading out.
of the mind to a knowledge of helpful things, and the most im=
portant and helpful to each individual are the things for which )
he will have the most use in life.(ﬁFor the average man, education}
better be full and accurate in limited useful lines than narrow f
and desultory in broad lines. ) What the average man should knew ]
v the things With which he has to deal in his life s e T
ctored brain, the alert eye and the skilled hand are his equip-
ment, Mental discipline depends more on how knowledge is acquired;

than upon the kind of information received, The farmer needs a

broader knowledge of home things., The education required for the
rural districts is one that enables the farmsxw to be a master of
hugbandry, a good homemaker, and an intelligent and dependable {
citizen, The character of the home-maker and the citizenship

are necessarily based on the success of the husbandry. It is 2
difficult to establish and maintain a comfortable home upon an ﬁ
income totally insufficient and it is impossible to work out i
a high rural civilization and an exalted citizenship in the |
country without the art and the science of agriculture are f
brought to such a degree of perfection that they will wrest from |
+he soil the means necessary to establish and support these

higher plames of living. The order of seguence in the uplift
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\ | mence at the point of securing a greater income, §

k
gﬁ Whak, primary gemedy for the im@qovenenu of rural conditions}
i

1st,- Greaier_net gains must be wrested by the farmer from
the soil,
fdy= The increased gains must Ve applied, in part, to
an improvement of the homes and their enviromments, to a re=
adjustment of the rural schools and a re-allignfent of the
rural churches M R TOBY,. ALY vy @ R S““""“‘;
3de= ‘The improvement of the.means o6f transportation

and ‘commnication, the highways, the telephones, rural free

delivery, etc,

"""'"’f‘{”""”TT“T“"i’—““‘"""‘“”

4th,- The restoration to the country of such manufactureb

as are closely related to the farm.

An increase of the net gaine obtained from the farh is

o
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given the first place in this uplift because’every upward step !

in civilization costs something, and the betterment must com—

should a re

are expected ﬁu;exeroloe, through the ba ;ot, the functions of f

3
éan directly and im=- i

mediately begefit all the people. Mo e than.w%ne —-tenths of f

\
-

the rural population-aréslimited by thelr cond{%ﬂon to an ed-

sy




gach farmer is shown how to produce twice ae much to the acre |
ag he now produces, and at less cost, 2f . will'be a profit in

"’ . - - -
which all rural classes will share anﬁ\w111 be the basis of

:
}
reform ever known to r}?.'rul Aife. Jj Orvat™ ;
\
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How ‘can the knowledge of betqgr agricuttural methods be

@ -

convayed fo the\masses in a wav %é effective that the methed

willrbe accepted and their prac#tcesbecome commont? This has

S

been solved by the Warners! Cogperative Demonstration Work

which is an effectiva T dnstructing farmers, and for

g

nttans,. -Its purpose is:

/ the readjustment of ru
S (1) To reform agri gltuge and make it an occupation of |
i profit and pleasure, . i
5 () To improve rural cgnditions, /
é (3) To broaden and enficha_ural life. E
1 (4) To make.the farm pttrachve and country residence E
i desirable, ‘ f
\ b
E The faxmer is necesgarily conser ative, but offex him'a g
E genuine thing aﬁd'prove t and no one iq‘more respongive, He é
'E will not accept what haBinot been fully sted, .and he must ;
2 see it to believe, , he must-work Rut the problem on ih
}
! his own ferm, Increasp the net income of the verage farmer %
A and the wages of the ral toiler and|the firss tep necessary %

nnnnnnn

\\to the uplift of the;iural masses will have been taken. ) g



as ‘time-Will pé@mit:

(1) rhe emapcipation of the farmer from the bondage of
; A

Sabt. \-\

/{ Then the folIQTing results will be brought about as rapidly
K (2).\ The owneréﬁip of more fand better tools, teams, and

stocld tom St farm, N

) b \
-4 B s N .
(3) The improvement gf ghe land and the home, {
% : ,
H (2) Better rural school buildings and more months of 4
§ A
§ - 3 “‘\]i
{ schooling. X\ i
y (5) Better highways,frural-uail delivery, and telephone J
i _ / .
2 o } 7 {
| service, / g \\

‘ ot : :
The Farmers' Coope?ative Demonstrytion Work simply induces
)

some farmer in every rhral neighborhood %o vlace an object

e

ywar
ods can do for~the neft income, J) ous

The first stepy in all true education are

} . NS
i t i (@) nﬁ? 2 .uulu:mmvh,‘v.-.ﬁr'-h’w ST, s Jﬂ"M al
|

"}

Qv object lessons
and not by -books.

The three great factors in rural civ1llaat10n are the homne,
v l {
he common school and the church. The 5reatest schools for the
human race~are our homes and the comnon gchecls,;-~ not our
colleges and universities,- greatest in amount.and value of

the knowled:e acquired. A country home, \be it ever so plain, wilh

lesgon on his farm fof the purpose of showilyg what beilter meth=- -
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