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Proposed Amendment: "No current wages for personal service shall ever be
subject to garnishment, except for the enforcement of court-ordered child
support payments." - Texas Constitution Art. 16, sec. 28.

Background: Since 1876, the Texas Constitution has prohibited garnishment of
wages. Due to the growing number of single-parent families and the limited
methods available for enforcing court-ordered child supports the ban on
garnishing wages is being reconsidered.

Facts to Consider:

® Texas and South Carolina are the only states that prohibit garnish-
ments. Federal authorities report that 45 states have some form of
income withholding in child-support cases.

e In 1982 figures, 38462 parents are obligated to pay child support;
10720 actually pay. (27.8%)

® According to TDHR, 72% of AFDC recipients receive aid because they
lack the support of an absent parent.

® Texas ranks 46th among the states in the ratio of AFDC collections to
program expenditures ($.45/dollar). National average is $1.33/dollar.

® The proposed ballot language does not mention garnishment: "The
constitutional amendment allowing the legislature to provide for
additional remedies to enforce court-ordered child support payments".

® Wages assignments are not effective for the unemployed or those paid
in cash.

® Texas' poor AFDC ratio could be due to low AFDC payments. Texas is
second Towest in the nation averaging $104/month for a mother with two
children. If support collected is more than AFDC payments, the family
receives the support and the money is not counted as AFDC reimburse-
ment. To the family, loss of AFDC benefits also results in loss of
Medicaid benefits as well. o











