
























































effective;and nine percent gives a "don't kncw' response. (Appendix C.)

Roper surveys conducted in 1977 and 1979 showed that much larger proportions
at those times fated the lost jobs argument as ''good" than gave that rating
to the lower prices argument (68% vs. 51% in late 1979, for example). Since
then, a rising inflation rate and high prices have become wuch more widnspread
public concerns than the problem of unemployment, probably raising the salience
of the lower prices argument.

Other survey evidence indicates, nevertheless , that a sizeable segment
of the public does not percéive a connection between more competition from
imports and lower consumer prices. A Harris poll conducted in December, 1978, .
found that 52 percent believed that "cowpetition from foreign products' tends
to increase inflation, compared to oﬁl§ 17 percent who believed such compe:tition
tends to hold down inflation. Another 17 percent believed imports had no
effect on prices and 14 percent were not sure.

The :ducation Fund's survey indicates that the idea that "exports create
- jobs" may be just as persuasive as the argument “imports lose jobs." Iﬁ:fact,
27 percent of tlie public rates the first arzum nt ~s more persucgive than. the
second, compared to 22 percent who rate them in the reverse order (402 rates
them as equal and 9y " gives "don't know" response). (Appendix C.)

Also judged to Ee very persuasive were two opposed basic arguments relating
to the desired level of U.S. involverent in the world ecenony: - Achieving
the mést efficient sﬁbdivision of production among different trading countries
versus achieving U.S. self-sufficiency by reducing foreign trade.

Each of the five top arguments for and against trade described above were
highly rated by every major population group (i.e., about ome~third or
more in each group rated each argument as "very good"). Other arguments rated
highly by certain groups include the pro-trade reason'iaking U.S. companies

more efficient" (38% of executives/professionals rated it “very good"), and
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4. Here are some of the reasons that have been given as to why other
countries sell more products to the U.S. than the U.S. sells to other
countries. (HAND RESPONDENT CARD B). Would you read down that 1ist and

tel1l me which ones you think are major reasons? First, because workers
are paid less...

CARD B

a. Because workers are paid less in many other countries than
in the U.S., they can make the same things cheaper than we
can.

b. Because factories in many other countries use newer and
better machinery than that in the U.S., they can make the
same things cheaper than we can.

c. Because many other governments help their businesses finan-

cially they can make the same things cheaper than American
firms can.

d. Other countries make it hard to sell American products there,
while the U.S. does not make it hard for other countries to
sell their produgcts here.

e. American businesses do not try very hard to sell their pro-
ducts overseas. ;

f. U.S. government regulations prevent American businesses from
selling more overseas.

g. The increased cost and the large amount of oil we import means
that we have to export a lot of .other products just to make
our exports and imports equal.

5. Now, I'd 1ike to ask you a question concerning U.S. imports of oil
during the next several years. Do you think the government should try
to increase the amount of oil the U.S. buys from other countries, should
decrease the amount it buys, or do you think it should try to keep the
amount of oil imported into the U.S. at about the present Tevel?

S Concern1ng U.S. imports of products other than 0il--do you think we
should increase our imports of non-o0il products, reduce them, or keep
them at about the present level?
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10. Now, here are some arguments against t international trade in
non-oil products (REFER TO FIRST ARGUMENT ON CARD D) -- do you

think that is a very good argument, a fairly good argument, or a poor
argument? Next..

CARD D

a. Buying fewer imports from other countries means foreigners
would have fewer U.S. dollars and that would protect the
value of the dollar.

b. Keeping out foreign products would mean American companies
would make higher profits.

c. Not selling U.S. products to foreigners would mean more U.S.
products that Americans could buy.

d. Keeping foreign products out of the U. S. means more jobs for
Americans.

e. Keeping out foreign products makes the United States more
self-sufficient and that is good.

11. Sometimes countries place restrictions on imports coming into the
country. Sometimes too, they place restrictions on exports going out of
the country. Which statement on this card (HAND RESPONDENT CARD E) comes
closest to your view of what U.S. policy should be?
CARD E

a. The U.S. should not have any restrictions on exports or imports

b. The U.S. should have restrictions on exports, but not on imports

¢. The U.S. should have restrictions on imports, but not on exports

d. The U.S. should have restrictions on both imports and exports

(IF RESPONSE ¢ OR d SELECTED ON QUESTION 11, ASK QUESTION 12):

12. Speaking of restrictions on imports only--do you think U.S. import

restrictions should be increased, decreased, or kept about the same as
they are now?
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Table 5.

Attitude Toward U.S. Foreign Trade

Effects of No Trade

U.S. Worse About the U.S. Better Don't
Off Same Off Know

Total Public 44% 28% 21% 7%
Education
College 57 23 16 4
High School 41 31 22 6
Grade School 32 29 27 12
Occupation
Executive/Professional 55 26 16 3
White Collar 51 27 16 6
Blue Collar 37 32 25 6
Union Member 45 32 20 3
Income
$25,000 and over 55 24 18 3
$15,000 - $24,999 48 27 19 6
$ 7,000 - $14,999 40 27 25 8
less than $ 7,000 29 35 24 12
Race
Black 2 42 23 8
White 46 26 21 7
Region
Northeast 45 27 20 8
South 47 28 25 6
Midwest 41 29 21 9
West 53 27 16 4
Sex
Male 48 27 21 4
Female 40 29 22 9
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