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The GARDEN SQUIRREL,
GREATER DORMOUSE, or
SLEEPER™.

[ HE fat fquirrel dyselsin forefts, and feems
t0 avoid the habitations of men. The gar-

den fquirrel, on the contrary, lives in gardens,
and is fometimes found in our houfes. The
 dpecies is likewife more numerous, and more
generally diffufed : Thereare few gardens which
are not infefted with them. They nefile in holes
of the walls, run upon the trees and efpaliers,

fingle out the beft fruits, and devour them when
they begin to be mature. They feem to prefer
peaches, which, if we be defirous of preferving,

* The fquirrel, with the eyes furrounded with a large fpot
of black, reaching to the bafe of the ears, and another behind
the ears ; head and whole body of a tawny colour; the throat
and whole underfide of the body white, tinged with yellow 5
the tail long; the hairs at the beginning very fhort, at the end
bufhy ; length, from nofe to tail, not ﬁ\c inches; the tail four;
Pennant’s Synpf. of Quad. p. 291.
Sorex; in German, Hafel Myf; at Dantzick,
Flemifh,  Slacp-rares, in Polifh, Myforsechwa,
tha s in French, Le Leror.
Mus avellanaram major 5 Gofuer. Quad. p. 735. Jeon: Quad,
2115, Rey, Syaopf. Quad. p. 239.
Glis fupra obfcure cinereus, infra ex albo cincrefcens, macala
ad oculos nigra; Brifin. Regn. dnimal. p. 161.
Mus quercinus, cauda elongata pilofa, macula nigra fub
oculos 3 Linn. Syf. Ne
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we thould be careful to deftro
rels. They alfo cl

333
y the garden fquir-
imb with eale pear, apricot,
and plumb-trees ; and, when foft fruits are not
to be had, they cat almonds, filberts, nuts, and
even leguminous plants. Of thefe they carry off
great quantities into their retreats which they dig
in the earth, and particularly in well cultivated
gardens; for in old orchards, they are often
found in the hollows of trees, where they make
beds of herbs, mofs, and leaves. Cold be-
numbs or makes them {leep, and they are revived
by heat. Eight or ten of them are frequently
found in the fame place, all benumbed, and rolled
up, in the midft of their provifion of nuts and
filberts. They copulate in fpring, and bring
forth in fummer. The litter confifts of five or
fix young, which grow very quickly; but which,
neverthelef, are not fertile till the following year.
Their flefh is not eatable, like that of the fat
fquirrel: They have the fame difagreeable odour
with the domeftic rat; but the fat fquirrel has
no bad fmell. They never become fo fat, and
want thofe fatty follicles with which theinteftines
of the former are entirely invefted. The garden
{quirrel is found in all the temperate climates of
Europe, and even in Poland and Pruffia; but he
appears not to exift in Sweden and the more
northerly regions.
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