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fait without the Oath ;  fince they profeffe, 
that Clergie-men, though Traitors, are no 
Subjeas, and chat all the refl may be none 
to morrow. And, as clearly, the Suprema-
cy which the Ro. Church pretend, were 
climinifhed, if it were limited ;  and will 
as ill abide that, or difputation, as the Pre-
rogative of temporall Kings, who being 
the oncly judges of their prerogative, why 
may not Roman Bifhops, (fo enlightned 
as they are prefumed by them)be good wit-
mires oftheir own fupremacie, which is 
now fo much impugned ? But for this par-
ticular Author,I looked for more prudence, 
and humane wifdome in him, in avoiding 
all miCcitings, or mir-interpretings,becaufe 
at this time, the watch is fee, and every bo-
dies hammer is upon that anvil! ; and to 
dare offend in that kinde now, is,for a theef 
to leave the covert, and meet a thong hue 
and cry in the teeth : and yet truly this man 
is extremely obnoxious in that kinde;  for, 
though he have aniwered many things ful-
ly, (as no book ever gave more advantage 
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then that which he undertook) and abound 
in delicate applications, and ornaments, 
from the divine and prophane authors, 
yet being chiefly converfant about two 
points, he prevaricates in both. For, for 
the matter, which is the firft, he reierres it 
intirely, and namely, to that which D. Mor-
ton hath laid therein before, and fo leaves 
it roundly : And for the perfon (which is 
the fecond) upon whom he amaffes as ma-
ny opprobries, as any other could &lave, 
he pronounceth, that he will account any 
anfvver from his adverfary, flaunder,except 
he do (as he hath done) draw tvhatloever 
he faith of him, from Authors of the fame 
Religion, and in print : And fo, he having 
made ufeof all the Qiiodlibetaries,imputa-
dons againfl the other, cannot be obnoxi-
ous himfelf in that kinde, and fo hath pro-
vided fafely. It were no fervice to you, to 
fend you my notes upon the Book,becaufe 
they are fandy, and incoherent raggcs, for 
my memory, not for your judgement ;  and 
to extend them to an eafinefFe, and perfpi- 

cuity, 

a 
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cuicy, would make them a Pamphlet, not 
a Letter. I will therefore deferre them till I 
fee you ;  and in the mean time, I will ad-
venture to lay to you, without inferting 
one unnecefiary word, that the Book is full 
of falfifications in words, and in fence, and 
offalfhoods in matter of fa,and of incon. 
fequent and unfcholarlike arguings, and 
of relinqui fling the King, in many points 
of defence,and of contradiCtion of him Cell, 
and of dangerous and fufpeCted Doetrine 
in Divinitie,and of filly ridiculous triflings, 
and of extreme flatteries, and of negle&ing 
better and more obvious anfwers, and of 
letting flip Tome enormous advantages 
which the other gave,-  and he fpies not. I 
know (as I begun) I (peak to you who can-
not be scandalized, and that neither mea-
lure Religion (as it is now called) by Uni-
tie, nor fufpeCt Unity, for thefe interrupti-
ons. Sir, not onely a Mathematique point, 
which is the molt indivifible and unique 
thing which art can prefent, Howes into 
every line which is derived from the Cen- 
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ter, but our foul which is but one, hath 
fwallowed up a Negative, and feeling foul;  
which was in the body before it came, and 
exercifes thole faculties yet ;  and God him. 
felfe, who only is one, Teems to have been 
eternally delighted, with a difunion of per-
fons. They whole alive fundion it is, 
mull endevour this unity in Religion : and 
and we at our lay Altars ( which are our 
tables, or bedfide, or fools, wherefoever 
we dare proarate our (elves to God in pray-
er) mull beg it of him : but we mull take 
heed of making milconclufions upon the 
want of it : for, whether the Major and 
Aldermen fall out, ( as with us and the Pu-
ritans ; Bifhops again( Prieas ) or the 
Commoners voyces differ who is Major, 
and who Aldermen, or what their Jurif-
di jon, ( as with the Bifhop of Rome, or 
whofoever) yet it is Bill one Corporation. 

Your very affeRionate fervant and 
day late.. 	 lover 	J. Donne. 

Never leave the remembrance of my poor fer- 
vice unmentioned Dben youfee the good Lady. 

T • 

Micham, Thud- 
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To S 

SIR, 

THis evening, which is 5C 00196 , I 
findeyour Letter of Michaelmas day, 

and though I fee by it, that it is a return of 
a Letter, not of the Lail weeks, and there-
upon make account, that my kit weeks 
Letter hath fatisfied you in ionic things 
which this Letter commands, concerning 
Pants, yet for other things I would give you 
a drowfie relation, for is is that time of 

' night,thogh I called it evening.At the Kings 
going from hence, upon Munday 'art, we 
made account to have feen Sir John Sutclin 
Secretary, and Sir Rob. JVeflon Chancellor 
of the Exchequer, but they are not done, 
but both are fixed : my L. Canfield received 
his ftaffe , with thcfe two fuits obtained 
from the King,That all Affignations might 
be transferred into the Exchequer, and fo 
no paiments charged upon the Cuflomes, 
nor Receivers,nor the Court of Wards,&c. 
And that fora time there might be a damp 
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caft upon Penfions, till they might be con-
fidered. In the Low Countries the Armies 
ilirre not. In the Palatinate Sir H. Isere at-
tempting the regaining of Stenie Cattle, was 
furprifed with the Enemy in fo much 
firength, that they write it over for a Ma-
fier-piece,that he was able to make a retreat 
to Manheme : fo that now the Enemy is got 
on that fide the River which Heydelberg is 
on, and I know nothing that can (land in 
his way. My L. Rigby comes from Vienna, 
before he goes into Spain, by Count Mar J: 
field, by the Palatinate, by Path;  and there-
fore upon his comming, I fhall be able to 
fay fomething to you. In Sir John Sutclin 
prefume you fee an end of Sir R9. Naunton, 
and we fee an end of Mr Tbo. Murray too ; I 
beleeve he comes no more to the Prince. 
For the triall of my L. of Canterburies irre-
gularity, there is a Commiffion to fixe Bi-
limps, London,W inchefier ,tchefier, and three 
onely elegy, Lincoln, S. Davids , and Exeter : 
two Judges, L. Hobard , and Dodridge ; two 
Civilians, Sir H .Mar tin ,and D .Steward. The 

con- 
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confecration of thefe elet Bifhops, and 
confequentiy, my being Dean, muff attend 
the iffue of this Commiffion. Sir no. PLoe 
is gone. The Proclamations of putting off 
the Parliament, till February, are like to out-
run this Letter. It is very late ; and it is 
one ad, to fay Grace after Supper, and to 
commend my felt into the hands of my 
bleffed Saviour,in my bed, and fo dole this 
Letter, and mine eies, with the fame blef-
fing upon all your family. Amen. 

roar poor fervant in Chr.7ef. 
J. Donne. 

To Sir H. G. 
s I R, 

Receive this 4 your Letter of the o. 
I yet I am not come to an underflanding 
how thee Carriers keep daies : for I would 
fain think that the Letters which I lent up-
on Tburfday lafi might have given you fuch 
an account of the Rate of my family, that 
you needed not have asked by this. But 

Sir,,  
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Sir, it hath pleated God co adde thus much 
to my afflition, that my wife hath now 
confeffed her felf to be extremely tick;  the 
hath held out thus long to affift me, but is 
now overturn'd,& here we be in two beds, 
or graves ;  fo that God hath marked out a 
great many of us, but taken none yet. I have 
paired ten daies without taking any thing ;  
to that I think no man can live more thrifti-
ly. I have purged and vexed my body much 
fince I writ to you, and this day I have 
mitred my fit : and this is the fill time, 
that I could difcern any intermilsion, This 
is enough, the refl I will fpend upon the 
parts of your Letter : Your Letter at Pauls 
is delivered. In the Hiflory of that remove, 
this onely perchance may be news to you, 
that Mr Alaba/ler hath got of the King the 
Deans bell Living worth above 3 00', 
which the Dean had good hope to have 
held a while. Of that which you writ 
concerning a Book of the Nullity, I have 
heard no fyllable any other way. if you 
have received it by good hands, 1 beleeve it 

with 
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with you : otherwife the report is naturally 
very incredible. Though the aniwering 
of it be a work for fome, both of better abi-
lities really, and in common reputation 
alfo, yet I was like enough to have had 
fome knowledge thereof. You mention 
again fome thing which it feems you are 
not willing I fhould underhand of my La-
dy fluntincgton:fome of your former Letters, 
have fpoken of fome other former Letters, 
(which I never faw ) which fpeak of the 
matter as of a hiflory and thing done;  and 
thefe later Letters fpeak of it Prophetically, 
as of a future contingent. I am glad the of-
ten remembrance of it, gives me often oc-
cafion of thankfulneffe to her, for retaining 
me in her memory, and of profefling my 
felf in my end, and ways, her moll humble 
fervant. For your Parliament bufineffe, I 
fliould be very forry, if you came not up, 
becaufe I prefiime you had fepofed many 
bufineffes, to have been done at that time;  
but in the ways wherein you have gone,' 
proteil I am diffident. For firf}, for that L. 
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whom you felicited by Letters through 
me, I tell you with the whifpering of a 
fecret, but the confidence of a friend, that 
you will be deceived whenfoever you think 
that he fhould take any delight in doing 
you a courtefie. And I am afraid, the true 
heartineffe of the other noble Gentleman 
M. Howard, will be of fmall ufe in this per-
ticular, if he have but folicited my L. his fa-
ther to referve a blanke for his friend, for 
my L. hath fuffered more denialls, even in 
places where he Cent names, then could 
have been feared. Befides M. How. hath 
not written to his father therein, but to M. 
I Voodsvard, who perceiving thole Letters to 
be written, before his purpofe of being 
Knight for the (hire, thinkes theCe Letters 
extinguifhed.You made me offer Co long 
fince of a place ( it was when you writ into 
the weft) yet I could think it no merit to 
have offered  you one fince,otherwife it hath 
been fince in my power, for fince the Mr. 
of the Rolls provided me one, Sir Ed. Her-
bert, who makes haile away, made me a 

prefent 
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prcfcnt of his ;  and I have had a third of-
fer. Tile bufinetre of your lai weeks Let-

ter concerning the widow, is not a lubjea 
for a feverous mans confideration. There-
fore I only fend you back thole Letters 
which you fent ; and aske you leave to 
make this which I am fain co call my good 
day, fo much truly good, as w fpcnd the 
rat of it with D. Layfield, who is, upon 
my fummons,at this hour come to me.N/Iy 
Phyficians have nude me afraid, that this 
difeafe will work into my head, and Co put 
me into lightneffes, therefore I am deli - 
rous that 1 be underaood before any 
fuck danger overtake me. 

Tour trim poorfrrvant 14. J. Donne. 

To the Honourable Knight Sir H. G. 

SIR, 

A Fter I have told you, that the Lady 

n. F1.1, dyed IA Tuclday, and that to her 

end (he was anguifhed with the memory 
Z 2 	of 
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of the execution of that fellow which at-
tempted her in the coach.I have told you all 
which hath fallen out here.Except between 
you and me that may be worth the telling, 
that my L. Chancellor gave me fo noble 
and fo ready a difpatch ; accompanied 
with fo fatherly advice, and rem orfe for my 
fortunes,that I am now,like an Alchy milt, 
delighted with dilcoveries by the way, 
though I attain not mine end. It fpent me 
fo little time after your going,that,although 
you fpeak in your Letter of good dilpatchin 
Your going,yet I might have overtaken you. 
Andthough perchke if I had gone,it might 
have been inconvenient for me,to have put 
my felf into myL.Chamberlains prefenee,if 
that lid:I-Idle be earnefl at *by, and fo 
Mould nothing have advanced my bufi-
neile, yet I fhould have come to that noble 
Lady with better confidence, and more 
affurance ofa pardon, when I had brought 
a conscience, that I came delpoiled of all 
other relpeds, only to kiffe her hands, in 
whole protedion I am, fince I have,nor de-
fire other flation, then a place in her good 

opinion. 
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opinion. 1 took fo good contentment  in 
the fafhion which my L. Chancellor ui-cd 
cowards me,that Out ot a volupcuoui loath - 
odic to let that talc go out of my mouth, 
I forbear to make any further tryall in that 

C.1C- bulinelre till the kingcome into I e (par- I 
tors. So that, Sir,' am hcrc in place to lei ve 
you, if either I be capable of your com-
mandcments, or this town give any thing 
worth the writing. As often as you fee 
your noble friend, and her goo,' rifler, al- 
low my name a room in your dircourfe, it 
is a (port one,and you w t ll loon have done. 
But fel( them not my delve to do them ler-
vice, for then you engage your klf in a lon-
ger ail-comic, then I am worthy. Only in 
ptirfuit of your commandment 1 lent the 
Pagnet to the Poll, for in mine own un-
deraanding , there Iliould appear Imall 
hope of arriving b. chat w.v.• , except you 
know ocherwtic chat the LL mean to 
make fome llay in their return, in thole 
parts : but the Letter is brought ba....k a-
gainfor the Poll went away veilerday, and 

1 • 	 they 
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they knew of no occalion of lending till 
next week. Therefore ex.cept I can inform 
my felf of fome good means, I will retain 
it, till 1 have a frefh commandment from 
you. I lee M. rawinerf ill in this town, the 
LadyCaity went from hence but yeilerday. I 
am in come perplexity what to doe with 
this pacquet,till Come good fortune,or your 
Letters clear me. 

Aug. 19. 	 romr bumble fervant 
J. Donne. 

To Sir H. Goodcrc at Polefworth. 

Stn, 

T is true that M. Ghera,d told you, I had 
I that commandment from the King fig- 
nified to me by my L. and am 	under it, 
and we are within fourteen days of our 
time for going. I leave a flattered flock of 
wretched children, and I carry an infirme 
and valetudinary body, and I goe into the 
mouth of filch adverfaries , as I cannot 
blame for hating me, the Jciuits, and yet I 

174. 
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go.Though this be no fervice to my Lord : 
yet I shall never come nearer doing him a 
fervice,nor do any thing liker a fervice then 
this ,Yeflerday we had news by Sir Nowell 
Caron, from Paris, that the D. of Savoy was 
ele&ed King of Bohemia;  w hich would cut 
off a great part of the occafion of our going: 
but it is not much credible in it fell, nor at 
all beleeved here, becaufe it is not fignified 
from Savoy, nor Heidelberg.Si nce M, Gber. 
continues your Gazittier,I need tell you no-
thing of the Q,of Fiances eflate. For your 
commandment in memory of M. Martin, 
I should not have fate fo many proceffes, if 
I could incline my thoughts that way. It is 
not lazineffe, it is not gravity, nor coldneffe 
towards his memory, or yonr fervice;  for I 
have thought of it oftner, and longer, then 
I was wont to do in fuch things, and no-
thing is done. Your laft pacquet, in which 
your daughter and I were joynt-commiffi-
oners, was brought to me, becaufe fhe was 
atHanipton,w ith the Queens body:but I fent 
her part to her, and my La. U vedalls to her, 

who:  
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who preterits her fervice to you by me 
now, and fays the will write next week, 
and fo will I too, by Gods grace.You for-
get me abfolutely and intirely, whenfoever 
you forget me to that noble Counteffe. God 
blare you in all, Amen. 

9 Martii. 	 Your true fervant in 7cf: Chr. 
J. Donne. 

To the heft Knight Sir H. G. 

SIR, 

A T your conveniency, I pray fend my 
Lady Bedford this inclofed , but be 

pleated to put your felf to {some inconveni-
ence, ( if it be fo) to kitle my Lady Ruthins 
hands in my name, and to prefent my very 
humble fervice to her , and tell her , that 
no ill confcience of having deferved her, 
but only an obedience to her command-
ments,keeps me from Paying to her felt thus 
much ; that this day I received a letter from 
my L. of Kent, written yeflerday at Wrefi : 
in that his Lordfhips fends me word, that 

that 
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that favour which he hath formerly done 
me, in giving me 131oubm, is now likely to 
fall upon me, becaufe the Incumbent is 
dangeroufly ill : and becaufe this is the fea-
fon in which he removes from Wrefl thi-
ther, he defires ( for 1 give you his own 
word ) that he may be accommodate there, 
( if it fall now) as heretofore. Out of my 
abfolute and intire readinels to ferve that 
family, I fent back his mellinger with this 
answer, that I efteemed it a great part of my 
good fortune, that I fliould become wor-
thy to be commanded by him. If my Lady 
will be pleated to dire& me in what parti-
cular manner I may bell ferve her purpo-
fes, I [hall gladly waite upon her at any 
time,to receive her com mand with as much 
devotion and thankfulnefre as I received the 
benefit. I befeech you make her beleeve it, 
as in any place you beleeve 
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7" a my bell of friends Sir H, G. 

ST R, 

I Heard not from you this week;  there-
'.  fore I write more willingly, becaufe it 
hath in it fo much more merit. And I 
might do it very cheaply, fince to convey 
to you this Letter, which mine hath the ho-
nour to bring, any little Letter would ferve, 
and be acceptable for that: Becaufe it came 
not lafl week,I went now to folicite it,and 
the fent it me next day with fome thankes, 
and fome excufe that she knew not me, 
when I was with her.You know, I do not 
eafily put my felf into thole hazards, nor 
do much brag of my valor now, otherwife 
then I purpofed it for a fervice to you. The 
neweft thing that I know in the world, is 
my new fon : whole mothers being well 
takes offfrom me anynew waightupon my 
fortune. I bear in Newgate, that M. Ma-
thew is dead. The Catholiques beleeve it 
there : perchance out of a cuftome of cre-
dulity. But the report, is dole prifoner ; for 



erions of Honour. 	179 

k; there. 
)ecaufe it 

And I 
convey 
the ho-

ld ferve)  
it came 

:e and 

	

:hankes, 	Monday at night. 	Your very afilionate fervant 

	

wt me, 	
J. Donne. 

do not 
.ds, nor 

	

etvTC'e 	SIR, 
ou. The 11 Receive this heare that I begin this re- 

	

odd, is 	I turn, your Letter by a fervant of Sir G. 

	

ng well 	Grefeley, by whom allo I hallen this dif- 

	

pon my 	patch. This needs no enlargement fence it 

	

M. Ala- 	hath the honour to convey one from M. 

	

[eeve it 	Gherard. But though by telling me, it was 

	

of cre- 	a bold letter, I had leave to open it, and that 

	

let;  for 	I have a little itch to make fame animad- 

	

I 	a 2 	verfions 

I never met it abroad. This is my third let-
ter, all which I fent by Spelty whom my 
boy found at Abington houle. I have now 
two of the belt happineffes which could 
befall me, upon me;  which are, to be a 
widower and my wife alive, which may 
make you know,that it is but for your eafe, 
that this letter is no longer, in this lealurc in 
which ( having nothing chi to write) I 
might vary a thoufand ways that I am 

To my worthy friend G. K. 
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verfions & Criticirmes upon it(as that there 
is a ciphar too much in the fumofthe Kings 
debts, and filch like) yet fince my eyes do 
eafily fall back to their diflemper and that 
I an:this night to fup at Sir A,..In(grams,1 
had rather forfeit their little ilrength at his 
(upper, then with writing fuch imperti-
nencies : the bell fpending them, is upon 
the ref} of your Letter, to which,Sir, I can 
only fay in general!, that fome appearances 
have been here, of fome treatife concer-
ning this Nullity,which are laid to proceed 
from Geneva ;  but are beleeved to have 
been done within doors, by encourage-
ments of fome whole names 1 will nor 
commit to this letter. My poor fludy ha-
ving lyen that way, it may prove pofsible, 
that my weak afsiflance may be of ule in 
this matter, in a more ferious falhion, then 
an Epithalamion. This nude me therefore 
abffinent in that kinder  yet by my troth, I 
think I fhall not lcape. 1 deprehend in 
my felt more then an alacrity , a vche-
mency to do fervice to that company and 

fo 
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fo,I may finde realon to make rime. If it be 
done,I fee not how I can admit that circuit 
of fending them to you, to be rent hither;  
that Teems a kinde of praying to Saints, to 
whom God mull tell &[t, that fuch a man 
prays to them to pray to him. So that I 
(hall lore the honour of that conveyance;  
but, for recompenfe, you fhall (cape the 
danger of approving it. My next Letter [hall 
fay more of this. This fhall end with deli-
vering you the remembrance of my Lady 
tartlet, who is prefent at the Pealing hereof. 

Your very. true and affeelionate fervant 
jam 19. 	

j. Donne. 

Which name when there is any empty 
corner in your difcourfe with that noble La-
dy at Afhby, I humbly befeech you topre-
fint to her as one more devoted to berfervice 
then perchance you will fay. 

A ar 
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To sir G. B. 

SIR, 
Etween the time of making up my o-

il cher Letters, and the hour that your 
man limited me to call for them, came to 
my houfe an other parquet direded to 
him : for by this time,the carrier is as wife, 
as his horfe, to go to the houfe that he hath 
tiled to go. I found liberty in the fuper-
fcription to open,and fo I did ;  but for that 
part which concerns him, I mull attend his 
roaming hither, for I know not where to 
Peek him;  and betides, I have enough to fay 
for that part which concerns my fell. Sir, 
even in the Letter it fell to me, I deprehend 
much inclination, to chide me : and it is 
but out of your habit of good language that 
you fpare me. So little occation as that 
poilfcript of mine, could not bring you fo 
near to it, if nothing elle were miflaken, 
which(fo God help me) was fo little, that I 
remember not what it was, and I would 
no more hear again what I write in an 

officious 
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officious Letter, then what I laid at a drun-
ken (upper. I had no purpofe to exercife 
your diligence in prefenting my name to 
that Lady, but either I did, or fhould have 
Paid, that I writ onely to fill up any empty 
corner in your difcourfe. So, Sir, the rea-
ding of the Letter, was a kinde of travell to 
me, but when I came to the paper inclofed, 
I was brought to bed of a monfler. To ex-
preffe my fell vehemently quickly, I muft 
fay, that I can fcarce think, that you have 
read M. Gberards letter rightly, therefore I 
fend you back your own again. I will not 
protell again({ my beingfuch a knave,for no 
man (hall have that from me, if he expel 
it : but I will proteft againft my being fuch 
a fool, as to depole any thing in him with 
hope oflocking it up, and againft that low-
neffe, of Peeking reputation by fo poor a 
way. I am not to lorry, that I am a narrow 
man, as that for all the narrownefre, you 
have not Peen through me yet, nor known 
me perfc&ly;  for I might think by this, ( if 
I had not other teftirnony) that I have been 

little 

18z 
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little in your contemplation. Sixteen letters 
from M. Gherard, could not ( I think) per-
fwade a Middlefex Jury of to much difho-
nefly in 

J. Donne. 

To the Honourable Knight Sir G. P. 

S IR, 

I Would have intermitted this week with--
out writing, if I had not found the name 

of my Lady Huntington in your Letter. The 
devotion which I owe, and ( in good faith) 
pay in my bell prayers for her good, in all 
kinde awakens me to prelent my humble 
thanks for this, that her Ladifhip retains 
my name in her memory : she never laid 
obligation upon any man, readier to ex-
preffe his acknowledgement of them, to 
any fervant of her fervants ; I am bound 
to fay much of this, for your indemnity ; 
becaufe though I had a little preparation to 
her knowledge in the houfc where I ferved 

at 
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at firft, yet, I think, fhe took her characters 
of me, from you : And, at what time foe-
ver fhe thought bet} of me in her life, I am 
better then that, for my goodneffe is my 
thankfulnefre, and I am every day fuller of 
that then before, to her Lap. I fay nothing 
to you of forein names in this Letter, be-
caufe your fon Sir Francis is here. For that 
which you write concerning your fon, I 
onely gave my man Martin in charge, to 
ufe his inter& in the Keeper, that your Ion 
fhould fall under no wants there, which 
it Teems your fon difcharged, for I hear not 
of them. For other trifles, I bad my man let 
him have whatfoever he asked, fo, as it 
might Teem to come from him, and not 
me ; and laying that look upon it, it came 
to almofi nothing. Tell both your daugh-
ters a peece of a florie of my Con, which 
may accuflome them to endure difappoint-
ments in this world : An honourable per-
fon (whole name I give you in a Ichedule 
to burn, lei} this Letter fhould be mif-laid) 
had an intention to give her one of his Ions, 

B b 	and 
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and had told it me, and would have been 
content to accept what I, by my friends, 
could have begged for her ; but he intended 
that fon to my Profeflion, and had provi-
ded him already 3 001  a year, of his own 
gift in Church livings, and hath eflated 
3 co' more of inheritance for their children: 
and now the youth, (who yet knows no-
thing of his fathersintention nor mine) 
flies from his refolutions for that Calling, 
and importunes his Father to let him tra-
vell. The girle knows not her Loire, for I 
never told her of it : but truly, it is a great 
difappointinent to me. More then thefe, 
Sir, we mull all fuffer, in our way to hea-
ven, wherc,1 hope you and all yours shall 
meet 

Tor poor friend, and 4ffertionate ft rvitnt 
J. Donne. 

18 (Mob. 
1622. 
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To my much honoured friend s' T. Lucy. 

SIR, 
Have fcarce had at any time any thing 1.6 

I like news to write toyou, as that I am 
at this Town ; we came from Spl with fo 
much refolution of parsing by Holland. But 
at Maflricht we found that the lowneffe,and 
flackneffe of the River, would incommo-
date us fo much, as we charged our whole 
gefls, and came hither by Land. In the way 
at Loliaine we met the E. of Aiondel, to re-
compenfe the Joffe wee had of mif-
fing my L. Lbandis and his company, who 
came to Spa' within a few hours after we 
came away. Sir Ed. Conaway by occafion of 
his bodies indifpofition, was gone home 
before : he told me he had fome hope of 
you about Bartbolconewtide : But becaufe 
half underflood by a Letter from you, that 
you were determined upon the Countrie 
till Michaelmas, I am not fo carnet+ in ende-
vouring to prolong our flay in there parts, 
as otherwife I fhould. If I could joine with 

Bbl 	him 
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him in that hope of teeing you on this fide 
the water 3  and if you fhould hold that pur-
pole of comming at that time, I fhould re-
pent extremely my laying of our journies ; 
for (if we fhould by miracle hold any refo-
lution) we fhould be in England about that 
time, fo that I might mifie you both here, 
and there. Sir, our greatea bufineffe is 
more in our power then the leaf}, and we 
may be furer to meet in heaven then in any 
place upon earth ; and whila we are diaant 
here, we may meet as often as we lift in 
Gods prefence, by foliciting in our prayers 
for one another. I received 4 Letters from 
you at Spl by long circuits. In the laa, one 
from my L. Dori et : I, who had a confci-
ence of mine own unworthineffe of any fa. 
your from him,could not chute but prelent 
my thanks for the leaf}. I do not therefore 
repent my forwardneffe in that office;  and I 
befeech you not to repent your part therein. 
Since we came to this Town, there arrived 
an Extraordinary from Spain,with a recon-
firmation of the D.Ii' Annuls Penfion,which 

is 
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is thereby 2 4cola year,& he brings the title 
of Count, to R odrigo de Calderon,who from 
a very low place, having grown to be Se-
cretary to Lerma, is now Ambaffador here, 
and in great opinion of wildome : They 
fay yet he goes to Prague with the Marquis.  
Spinola, and the G. i3uquoy, to congratulate 
the Emperour : but we all conclude here, 
that perfons of fuch quality, being great in 
matter ofWarre, are not fent for fo fmall 
an emploiment : we beleeve certainly, that 
they deliberate a Warre, and that the redu-
&ion of Aix being not worthy this dili-
gence, their intentions mull be upon Clew, 
for the new Town which the two Prin-
ces make by Collen, defpites them much. 
The Eleetor of Ments bath lately been here, 
upon pretence of comrning in devotion to 
Sichem,and thorny the E1e6tors ofCo/ein and 
Saxony are to be here fiverally : all concurs 
to a difpotiti on of fuch a Warre, and the.  
Landigrave of Haffe (who is as yet in the.  
Union) is much Colicited and careffed by 
this party, and I doubt, will prove a frail 

B b 3 	and 
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and corruptible man. I durft think confi-
dently, that they will at leaf} proceed Co far 
towards a Warre, as to try how France IN ill 
dilpofe it felF in the bufinefre : for it is con-
ceived that the D. of bouillon brought to 
our K. good affurances from the QL. Re-
gent, that flie would purfue all her hull 
bands purpores in advancing the defigncs 
of thole Princes who are in poll-el-lion of 
Cleve, and in the Union. If fhe declare her 
felft0 do fo, when they Iliac, they are like 
to divert their purpoies ; but if the Band 
but neutrall (as it is likely,confidering how 
Spanilh the Court is at this time) 1 Ice not 
that the Princes of the Union are much 
likely to retard them. Sir, you fee what un-
concerning things I am fain to write of, 
left I fhould write of my fell, who am fo 
little a hillory or tale, that I fhould not hold 
out to make a Letter long enough to fend 
over a Sea to you ; for I fhould diipatch my 
felFin this one word that I am 

Aug.i6. here. 
1622. 

Tour aptionette ferv.mt and lover 
J. Donne. 
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To the honourable Knight Sir H. G. 
SIR, 

S Ince I received a Letter by your forme, 
whom I have notyet had the honour 

to fee, I had a Letter Pacquet from you by 
Mr Zoe : To the former, I writ before : In 
this I have no other commandement from 
you,bur to tell you, whether Mr Tillers have 
received from the K, any additions of ho-
nour, or profit. Without doubt he hath yet 
none. He is here, praaifing for the Mask ;  
of which, if I mil- remember nor, I writ as 
much as you defire to know, in a Letter 
which kerns nor, to have been come to 
you, when you writ. In the Savoy bufinefs, 
the King bath declared himfelf by an en-
gagement, to affil{  him with I 00000' a 
year, if the Warre continue. But I beleeve, 
he mull farm out your Warm?ckJhire Bene-
volence for the raiment thereof, Upon the 
flrength of this engagement, Sir Ttob.ch 
becomes confident in his hopes. If you 
flood in an equall difpofition for the Weft, 

and 

ova 

To 
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and onely forbore, by real-on of Mr Martins 
filence, 1 wonder ;  for I think, 1 told you, 
that he was gone ; and I law in Sir Po. 
Lucies hand, a Letter from him to you, 
which was likely to tell you as much. 
Since I came from Court, I have furred ve-
ry little : Now that the Court comes again 
to us, I may have fomething which you 
may be content to receive from 

Decemb. 	 Tour very aferlionate fervant 
J. Donne. 

To my good friend s' H.G. 
SIR, 

THE Meffenger who brought me 
your Letter prefented me a jui excule, 

for I received them fo late upon Yhurfday 
night, that I fhould have difpatched before 
'could begin ; yet I have obeyed you d row-
lily, and coldly, as the night and my in-
dilpofition commanded : yet perchance 
thole hinderances have done good, for fo 
your Letters are the leffe curious, in which, 

men 
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'ass 	 men of much leafure may loon exceed, 
[T, 	when they write of bufineffe, they having 
Lo, 	but a little. You mention two more letters 
)11, 	then I fend. The time was not too fhort 
:h. 	for me to have written them, ( for I had an 
ye- 	whole night) but it was too fhort to work 
lin 	a beleefe in me, that you could think it fit 
ou 	to go two Co divers ways to one end. I fee 

not, ( for I fee not the reafon ) how thole 
letters could well have concurred with 

vut 

	

	 there, nor how thole would well have been 
drawn from them , in a bufineffe wholly 

— 

	

	relating to this houle. I was not lazie in 
difobeying you,but (I thought)only thrifty, 
and your requefl ofthole was not abfolute, 

me 	but conditioned, if I had leafure. So though 
ufe, 	that condition hinder them not, fince ano- 

gay 	they loth ( and you forethought , that one 
'ore 	might) I am not Ilubborn. The good 
)w- 	Countefre fpake fomewhat of your defire 

in- 	 of letters;  but I am afraid, file is not a pra- 

nce 	per Mediatrix to thole perCons, but I coun- 

Co 	fail in the dark. And therefore return to 

ich, 	that, of which I have clear light, that I am 

len 	 C c 	always 



194 	Letters to feverall 

always glad, when I have any way to ex- 	an 
preffe my love;for in thefe commandments 	6ri 
you feed my defires,and you give me means 	i 
to pay come of my debts to you : the inte- 	lc 
refl of which I pay in all my prayers for 	L. 
you, which, if it pleafe not God to {hew 	cei 
here, I hope we (hall fincle again together 	ill 
in heaven, whither they were fern. I came 	ofi 
this morning to fay thus much,and becaufe 	La 
the Porter which came to Micham fummo. 	in) 
ned me for this hour to London : from 	ly a 
whence I am this minute returning to end 	NI; 
a little courfe of Phyfick. 	 yon 

*Friday 8 in the morning. 
J. Donne. 	

prc Mat very troily 
yot 
tht 

To Sir H. G. 	 Pei 

SIR, 	 da 

	

I Writ to you yefferday taking the bold- 	it( 

	

neffe to put a letter into the good Ladies 	Mi 
pacquet for you. This morning I had this 

Y° 

	

new occalion of writing, that Sir Tho. Roe, 	m 

	

who brought this inclofed Letter to me, 	of 
and 
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is 

	

	which is in that letter (for he read it to me) 
I came to the knowledg in Yoikhoufe that my 
L. Chancellor hath been moved, and in-
cenfed againft you;and asking Sir no. Poe, 

er 	if he were direaly or occafionally any caufe 
ie 	of that, he tells me thus much, that Sir 14r.. 
ce 	Lanier, and Sir H. Carey, have obtained of 
D. 	my L. to have a Purfevant,and confequent- 

ly a Serjeant cent into the Countrey for you. 
id 

	

	My L. grounds this earnettneffe againft 
you, upon force refuting to appear upon 
proceffe which hath been taken out againft 
you.And I perceive Sir Ed. Elton, and both 
the other, admit confultations, of ways by 
petition to the King, or Counfail, or L. 
Chamberlain, or any other. The great 
danger,obliquely likely to fall, is that when 
it comes to light, how you Rand towards 
M. Mathew, you may lofe the cafe which 
you have by colour of that extent, and he 
may lofe the benefit,of having had fo much 
of his eflate concealed. You will therefore 

C c 2 	 2t 

r. 	and left it unfealed, intreated me to take the 
is 	 firt} opportunity of fending it.Befides that 
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at leaf} pardon my advifing you, to place 
thole films, which by your retiring I pre-
fume you do imploy upon payment of 
debts, in fuch places as that there particu-
lar friends be not forced to leave being fo. I 
confeffe , the going about to pay debts, 
haflens importunity. I finde in my fell, 
that where I was not asked money before, 
yet when I offered to pay next Terme, they 
Teem loth to afford me that time, which 
might juftly have been defperate before : 
but that which you told me out of the 
Countrey , with the affiflance which I 
hope to finde here, ( efpecially if your inde-
your may advance it at DorJet houfe) I hope 
will inable me to efcape clamor, and an 
ill confcience, in that behalf. One thing 
more I muff tell you ; but Co Coftly,that I am 
loath to hear my felf: and fo foftly, that if 
that good Lady were in the room, with 
you and this Letter, fhe might not hear. It 
is, that I am brought to a necefficy of prin-
ting my Poems, and addrefsing them to 
my L. Chamberlain. This I mean to do 

forth- 
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forthwith ; not for much publique view, 
but at mine own coil, a few Copies. I ap-
prehend Come incongruities in the refoluti-
on ; and I know what I shall kifFer from 
many interpretations:but I am at an end, of 
much confidering that;  and, if I were as 
ftartling in that'kinde, as ever I was, yet in 
this particular, I am under an unefcapable 
necefsity, as I Ball let you perceive, when 
I fee you. By this occasion I am made a 
Rhapfoder of mine own rags, and that coil 
me more diligence,to leek them,then it did 
to make them. This made me aske to bor-
row that old book ofyou, which it will be 
too late to fee, for that ufe, when I fee you: 
for I mull do this, as a valedid ion to the 
world, before I take Orders. But this is it, 
I am to aske you ;  whether you ever made 
any filch ufe of the letter in verfe, A nofire 
Count effe cbevotts , as that I may not put it 
in, among( the refl to perlons of that 
rank for I :fire very very much, that 
fomething fhould bear her name in the 
book, and I would be juf} to my written; 

C c 3 	words. 
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words to my L. Harrington , to write no-
thing after that. I pray tell me as loon as 
you can, if 1 be at liberty to infert that: for 
if you have by any occafion applied any 
pieces of it,l fee not,that it willbe difcerned, 
when it appears in the wholepiece.Though 
this be a little matter, I would be lorry not 
to have an account of it, within as little af-
ter Newyears tide, as you could. I have 
fomething elfe to fay, of M. Pillars, but be-
caufe 1 hope to fee you here fliortly, and be-
caufe new additions, to the truths or ru-
mours, which concern him, are likely to be 
made by occafion of this Marque, I forbear 
to fend you the edition of this Mart, fince I 
know it will be augmented by the next: 
of which, if you prevent it not by com-
ming, you fhall have, by letter an account 
from 

Your very affetlionate 
friend and fervant 

J. Donne. 

St:Tho. 
1614. 
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To the worthy Knight Sir Tho. Lucy, 

S IR, 
y N7 Our Letter comes to me, at Grace after 

fupper •• it is part of the prayer of that 
Grace,that dod will bleffe you,and all yours 
with his bell bleffings of both kinde. I 

• would write you news;  but your love to 
me , may make you apt to over-beleeve 
news for my fake. And truly all things that 
are upon the fiage of the world now, are 
full of fuck uncertanities , as may juffly 
make any man loth to paffe a conjeture 
upon them;not only becaufe it is hard to fee 
how they wil end,butbecaufe it is mifinter-
table and dangerous to conjefture other-
wife, then fome men would have the event 
to be. That which is efpecially in my con-
templation, which is the iffue of my L. of 
Canterburies bufineffe, ( for thereupon de-
pends the confecration of my predecelfor, 
upon which the Deanery devolves to the 
King) is no farther proceeded in yet, then 
that fome of the i o Commifsioners have 

met 
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met once ; and upon Saterday next there 
will be a fuller meeting,and an entrance in-
to the bufinetTe , upon which, much ,very 
much in conlequence, depends. Of my L. 
of Donc. we are only aiTured, that he is in a 
good way of convalelcence ; but of any 
audience nothing yet. Slacken not your 
hold of my L. 'freafurer, for I have been 
told that you are in his care. I fend you a 
Copy of that Sermon, but it is not my co-
py, which I thought my L. of South-hampton 
would have fent me backe.This you mull 
be pleated to let me have again,for I borrow 
it : for the other, I will pretermit no time 
to write it ; though in good faith, I have 
half forgot it. If in any letter I leave out the 
name of the La. Hunt. or La. Burdell, or 
your daughters, tell them , that I named 
them. I take the falfhood upon me;  for I 
intend it very really , and very humbly, 
where I am good for any thing in any of 
their fervices. Our bleffed Saviour continue 
and enlarge his blefsings to you all, Amen. 

Tour humble fervant in Chr. 7ef• 
.xx (Mob. 162.i. 	 J. Donne. 
Why dojou fay nothing of, my little book of Cofer. 	To 
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To Sir G.B. 
SIR, 

T is one of my blinde Meditations to 
I think what a miferable defeat it would 
be to all thefe preparations of braverie, if 
my infirmity fhould overtake others: for, 
I am at leaft half blinde, my windows 
are all as full of glaffes of Waters, as any 
Mountebanks flail. This meffenger makes 
hafte, I thank him for it ; therefore I onely 
fend you this Letter, which was fent to me 
about three daies pail, and my promife 
to diftribute your other Letters, according 
to your addreffes, as fait as my Monfieur 
can doe it ; for, for any perfonall fervice, 
you mull be content, at this time, to par-
don 

Decemb.23„ 	 Tour aplionatefervamt 
J. Donne. 
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To Sir H. Goodere. 

 

ar 
CO 

   

SIR, 

f Greeably to my fortune,and thoughts, 
. I was crawld this back way frornicT 

ft on T. through my broken calement at Bed-
ford, I faw, for my bell difh at dinner, your 
Coach : I fludied your gefls, but when I 
knew where you were, I went out of this 
Town, in a doubt whether I fhould turn in 
to Wrefl and you know the wifdome of 
tili,,tliarrient is, to refolve ever in the Ne-i 
gativ4.: :Therefore it is likeliefl I Ball not 
come in there;  yet, let me give you in pal-
fingi4-#,s much account of my- fell: 1 
t(lw#31it!9:14fe my L.Spencer,f hands,4t 

b.9.9feo r44,Ave   palled three. If -1704)*Iipffir, 
notting'to the contrary, rilen finee I can 
from London, I am likely to have a room in 
toy si,-441kr. train , into the Councrie ; if I 
havaifo'hot ask, but ufe the leave of wai-
ting upon you at home : There and ever 
el,fvvhere, our bleffed Saviour bleffe you, 
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and all yours, in which number, I pray, ac- 
count ever 

Your very thankfull fervant in Chrlei r. 
J. Donne. 

7o Sir H. G. 
SIR, 

I
Cannot obey you, if you go to morrow 
to ParfOns-cgreen, your company, that 

place, and my promife are Throng induce-
ments, but an Ague flouts them all, of 
which I have had two finch threatnings, 
that I provide agaird it by a little Phyfick. 
This is one fetter ; but I have a pair : for I 
attend Sir Geo. Mores an fwer in a little bufi-
nefle, of which I can have no account till 
his return, fo I am fadned here, till after 
Stinday. As you are lure that I love you 
thorowly, fo think this a good expreffing 
of that, that I promife now, that I will cer-
tainly goe with you on Nfunday, in defpite 
of thefe interruptions, and ferve you with 
nay company to the Bathe ; which journie, 
it is time to hailer', But I pray think this 

D d z 	pro: 
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promife fo much worth,that it may deferve 
your corn ming this way on Munday, for I 
make it with that refervation. God fend 
you Hawks and fortunes of a high pitch. 

Tour honefl affettionme 
J. Donne. 

To Sir T.R. 
S 1 I?, 

Have bcfpoke you a New-years.gift,that 
is, agood New year, for I have offered 

your name with my foul heartily to God in 
my mornings bell Sacrifice : If for cuflome 
you will doe a particular office in recom-
penie , deliver this Letter to your Lady, 
now, or when the rage of the Mask is pat:. 
If you make any hafle into the Country, I 
pray let me know it. I would kiffe your 
hands before you goc, which I doe now, 
and continue 
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Tour affetlionate fervaot 
and lover J. Donne. 
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.1 To Sir Henry Goodere. 

SIR, 

Speak to you before God, I am fo much 
affeded withyeilerdaies accident, that I 

think I prophane it in that name. As men 
which judge Nativities, confider not Tingle 
Starres, but the Afpeds, the concurrence 
and pollure of them ; fo in this, though no 
particular pail arreft me, or divert me, yet 
all teems remarkable and enormous. God, 
which bath done this irnmediately,without 
fo much as a ficknefs,will alfo immediately 
without fupplement of friends, infute his 
Spirit of comfort, where it is needed and 
deferved.I write this to you from the Spring 
Garden, whither I withdrew my felt to 
think of this ; and the intenfeneffe of my 
thinking ends in this, that by my help 
Gods work fhould be imperfeted, if by 
any means I refilled the amafement. 

Your very trace friend 
J. Donne. 

Dd 3 	70 
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To my good friend G.H. 

SIR, 

H E little bufinefle which you left in 
my hands is now difpatched ; if it 

have hung longer then you thought, it 
might ferve for jilt+ excufe, that there (mall 
things make as many fleps to their end, 
and need as many motions for the war_ 
rant, as much writing of the Clerks, as 
long expeftation of a Seal, as greater. It 
comes now to you Pealed, and with it as 
ftrong and allured Peals of my fervice and 
love to you, if it be good enough for you. 
I owe you a continuall tribute of Letter's. 
But Sir, even in Princes and Parents, and 
all States that have in them a natural' Sove-
raignty, there is a fort of reciprocation, 
and as defcent to doe come. offices due to 
them that ferve them : which makes me 
look for Letters from you, becaufe I have 
another as valuable a pawn therefore, as 
your friendfhip, which is your promife ; 
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left by the Jailors fault this Letter flick 
long, I mull tell you, that I writ and Cent it 

z° Decemb. i 600. 

Your friend and fervant and lover 
J. Donne. 

12. Decemb. i600. 
it 

7o your felt. 
r. 	 SI R, 

it 	
I Send you here a Tranflation ; but it is 

not orvely to beleeve me, it is agieat in-
; 	vention to have underflood any Rigge,,of 

this Book, whether the_gravity c the'nit 
ter, or the Poeticall.form,giveit his ink 
natipn, and przncipturn motto you are his 
center, or his iphearre, and to you as to his 
proper place he addreffes.-  hirnCelf. &fides 
that all my things, not oncly by obligation, 
but by cuflome, know that that is the way 
they' thong goe. I fpakitiol this to my 
L. of 13edfaxcl, thifiking them libad had a co- 

s 

	

	py which I made long fince, at Sea, but be- 
caideititnale it not, I have done that again 

L 	 when, 
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when you finde it not unfeafonable, let her 
fee it ; and if you can think it fit,that a thing 
that hath either wearied, or diaafted you, 
fliould receive fo much favour, put it 
among{ + her papers : when you have a 
new itomach to it, I will provide you 
quickly a new Copy. 

At my Micham 	Your very true friend and fervant 
Hofpitall,Aug.10. 	 and lover J. Donne. 

To the gallant Knight Sir Tho, Lucy. 

SIR, 

BEcaufe in your 1a11 Letter, I have an in-
vitation to come to you, though I ne-

ver thought my felf fo fallen from my in-
tereft,which, by your favour,I prefcribe in, 
in you, and therefore when in the fpring I 
hoped to have firength enough, to come in-
to thofe parts, upon another occafion, I 
always refolved to put my felf into your 
pretence too, yet now I aske you more par-
ticularly how you difpofe of your felf ;  for 
though I have heard, that you purpofe a 
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journey to the Batb,and from thence hither, 
yet I can hope,that my fervice at Lincolns lime 
being ended for next Terme,I may have in- 

:- termifsion enough to waite upon you at 
Polefewortb, before the fealon call you to 
Bath. I was no eafie apprehender of the 
fear ofyour departing from us;  neither am 
I eafie in the hope ()fleeing you intirely o-
ver fuddenly. God loves your foul, if he be 
loth to let it go inch-meale , and not by 
fwallowings ; and he loves it too, if he 
build it up again flone after flone;  his will 
is not done except his way, and his leafure 
be obferved. In my particular, I am forry, 
if my ingenuity and candor in delivering 
my Pelf in thofe points, of which you 
fpeak to me, have defaced thole imprefsi-
ons which were in you before : if my free-
dome have occafioned your captivity, I am 
miferably lorry. I went unprofitably and 
improvidently,to the utmofi end of Truth, 
becaufe 1 would go as farre as 1 could to 
meet Peace;  if my going fo far in declaring 
my fell, brought you where you could not 

E e 	flop 
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flop. But I was, as confident in your 
flrength, as in mine own, fo am I Rill, in 
him,who flrengthensal our infirmities and 
will, I doubt not, bring you and me toge-
ther, in all thole particulars, to as we (hall 
not part in this world, nor the next. Sir, 
your own foul cannot be more zealous of 
your peace, then I am : and God , who 
loves that zeale in me, will not fair you to 
fulpeca it. I am furprifed with a necefsity of 
writing now, in a minute ;  for I Cent to 
Bed d houle to informe my fell of means 
to write, and your daughter fent me word, 
of a preient mellenger,and therefore the reft 
of this, I (hall make up in my prayers to 
our blefred Saviour, for all happineffes to 
you. 

Drxry hosire the 22 of 	ronr poor fervost in Chrlelim 
Dcccmb. 1607. 

To 

J. Donne. 
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'7'o Sir H.G. 
SIR, 

THis is a fecond Letter : the encloled 
was written before. Now we are 

Pure that Hezdelberge is taken, and entred 
with extreme cruelties. Almoft all the de-
fendors forfook their flaiions ; only Sir 
Ger. Herbert maintained his nobly, to the 
repulfing of the enemy three times, but ha-
ving eafe in the other parts, 800 new frefh 
men were put upon his quarter, and after 
he had broke 4 Pikes, and done very well, 
he was fhot dead in the place. Manbeinz was 
loon after befieged, and is 11111. Heydeltb 
was loft the 6 ofth is moneth. the K. upon 
news of this, Bent to the Spann Ambaffa-
our, that the people were like to relent it, 
and therefore, if he doubted ought, he 
fhould have a Guard : but I do not fee, that 
he teems to need it, in his own opinion, 
neither, intruth does he;  the people are flat: 
or trufi in God, and the Kings ways: Sir 
Hor.  .Vere hath written to his wife, ( as I am 

E e 2 	 'old) 
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told) a Letter in the nature of a will, for the 
difpofing of his eflate and children, as 
though he did not account to fee her any 
more, but yet ganbeim cannot be loft, but 
by florming. Your man Bays, and our 
bell rings me into the Church;  there Sir, 
I fhall recommend you to Gods goodneffe, 
with 

24 Septemb. 	 Your friend 

J. Donne. 

To Sir H. G. 

SIR, 

j Live fo farre removed, that even the ill 
J, news of your great lone ( which is ever 
fwiftefl and loudeft ) found me nor till 
now,your letter (peaks it not plain enough 
but I am fo accuflomed to the worfl, that I 
am lure it is fo in this. I am almoft glad that 
I knew her fo little: for I would have no 
more additions to forrow. if I should cum_ 
fort you, it were an almes acceptable in no 
other title, then when poor give to poor ; 

for 
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for I am more needy of it then you. And I 
know you well provided of Chtillian, and 
learned , and brave defences againft all hu-
mane accidents. I will make my bell ha fie 
after your meffenger : and if my fell and 
the place had not, been ill provided of hot-
fes, I had been the meffenger, for you have 
taught me by granting more to deny no 
requeft. 

Pyesford 3 a clock 	Your honeft unprofitable friend 
juft as yours came. 	 J. Donne. 

To Sir H. G. 

S.  I R, 
I Cannot yet Ferve you with thole books 
l'of which-your Letter fpake. In recorn-
penfe I will tell you a Flory, which if I had 
had leafure to have told it you when it was 
frefh, which was upon "churfday 
might have had Come grace for the rarenefs, 
and would have tried your love to. me, 
how farre you would adventu e to beleeve 
an improbable thing for my fake who re- 
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laces it. That day in the morning, there 
was force end made, by the E of Salisbury 
and others, who were Arbitrators in force 
differences between Herford and Afountde, 
Berfxicl was ill fatisfied in ir, and declared 
himfelf fo farre as to fay, he expecIed bet-
ter ufage in relpea not only of his caufe but 
of his expence and iervice in hisAmbaflage: 
to which Salisbury replied, that confidered 
how things flood between his Majefty and 
HerfA houfe at the Kings enterance, the 
King had done him efpeciall favour in that 
employment of honour and confidence, by 
declaring in fo publique and great an ad 
and reflimony, that he had no ill affedions 
toward him. Heiford anfwered , that he 
was then and ever an honeIl man to the 
King: and Salisbury laid, he denied not 
that, but yet folemnly repeated his fail 
words again. So that Hefoid feemed not 
to make anfwer, but purfuing his own 
word, laid, that whofoever denied him to 
have been an honeft man to the King,lyed. 
Salisbury asked him if he direted that upon 
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him, Herford laid, upon any who denied 
this.The earnefInes of both was filch, as Sa-
lisbury accepted it to himfelf, and made pro - 
reflation before the LL. prelent, that he 
would do nothing elfe, till he had hono-
rably put offthat lye. Within an hour after, 
Salisbury fent him a direft challenge, by his 
fervant Mr  lcmghtley ; Herford required only 
an hours leifure of confideration (it is laid, 
it was onely to inform himfelf of the efpe-
ciall danger, in dealing fo with a Counfel-
lor) but he returned his acceptation : And 
all circumflances were fo clearly handled 
between them, that St James was agreed for 
the place, and they were both come from 
their feveralllodgings, and upon the way 
to have met, when they were interrupted 
by fuck as from the King were fent to have 
care of it. So thefe two have efcaped this 
great danger ;  but (by my troth) I fear ear-
neflly that Miareffe Bol/Irod will not efcape 
that fickneffe in which fhe labours at this 
time. I fent this morning to aske of her 
paffage of this night ;  and the return is, 

that 
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that the is as 1 left her yeiternight, and then 
by the ftrength of her underftanding, and 
voyce, ( proportionally to her fafhion, 
which was ever rerniffe) by the eavennefte 
and life of her pulfe, and by her temper, 
could allow her long life, and impute all 
her fickneffe to her minde. But the Fliitory 
of her fickneffe, makes me jualy fear, that 
she will fcarce lail fo long:as that you when 
you receive this letter, may do her any good 
oFfice,in praying for her;for she bath not for 
many days received fo much as a preferved 
Barbery, bur it returnes, and all accompa-
nied with a Fever, the mother, and an ex-
tream ill spleen. Whileft I write this Tuel-
day morning,from Baitlet houfe one brings 
me a pacquet to your Mailer : he is gone;  
and that Lady and all the company is from 
town. I thought I might be pardoned, if 
I thought my felFyour man for that fervice 
to open it,which 1 did, and for the Letters 
1 will deliver them. What elfe you bid 
Foller do in his Letter, bid him do it there, 
for ( fo God help me) I know not what it 
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is. I mull: end now, clic the carrier will be 
gone. God be with you. 

le 

You knov, me without a name,and I know 
not bow this Letter goes. 

or 
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Yours intirely. 

To Sir H. G. 

SIR, 

I Had defined all this Tuefday, for the 
Court,becaufe it is both a Sermon day, 

and the fiat day of theKings being here. Be-
fore I was to go forth, I had made up this 
inclofed pacquet for you, and then came 
this meffenger with your pacquet,of which 
if you can remember the number, you can-
not expo a any account thereof from me, 
who have not half an hour left me before 
I go forth, and your meffenger fpeakes of a 
necefsity of returning hom ward before my 
returning home. If upon the delivery of 
them, or any other occafion,there intervene 

	

new fubjed of writing, I 	relieve my 
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felfe upon Tuefday, if Tinuvoith carrier be 
in town. To the particulars of the Letter 
to my feif, I will give this paper , and line. 
Of my Lady Bedford, I mull fay fo much 
as mull importune you to burn the Letter;  
for I would fay nothing of her upon record, 
that fhould not teflifie my thankfulneffe 
for all her graces. But upon this motion, 
which I made to her by letter,and by Sr Tho. 
P‘pes afsiflance,if any fcruple should arife 
in her, fhe was fornewhat more flartling, 
then 1 looked for from her: fhe had more 
fufpicion of my calling, a better memory 
of my pall` life, then I had thought her no-
bility could have admitted: of all which, 
though I humbly thank God, I can make 
good ufe,as one that needs as many remem-
brances in that kinde, as not only friends 
but enemies can prefent, yet I am afraid, 
they proceed in her rather from Come ill 
imprefsion taken from D. Burges, then that 
they grow in her felf. But wholoever be the 
conduit, the water is the holy Ghofts, and 
in that acceptation I take it. For her other 

way 
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way of exprefsing her favour to me, I mud 
fay, it is not with that cheerfulnette, as here. 
tofore fhe path delivered her felf towards 
me. I am almofl lorry, that an Elegy 
lhould have been able to move her to fo 
much compalsion heretofore, as to offer to 
pay my debts;  and my greater wants now, 
and for fo good a purpore, as to come dif-
ingaged into that profefsion, being plainly 
laid open to her, thould work no farther 
but that fhe fent me 3 01. which in good 
faith fhe excuCed with that, which is in 
both parts true, that her prefent debts 
were burdenfome , and that I could 
not doubt of her inclination , upon 
all future emergent occafions, to affil} 
me. I confeffe to you , her former 
fafhion towards me, had given a better 
confidence ;  and this diminution in her 
makes me fee, that I mud ufe more friends, 
then I thought I fhould have needed. I 
would you couldburn this letter,before you 
read it, at lead do when you have read it. 
For , I am afraid out of a Contemplation 

F f 2 	 of 
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of mine own unworthineffe, and fortune, 
that the example of this Lady , fhould 
work upon the Lady where you arc: for 
though goodneffe be originally in her, and 
fhe do good, for the deeds fake, yet, per-
chance, fhe may think it a little vv ifdome, 
to make filch meafure of me, as they who 
know no better, do. Of any new treaty of 
a match with Spain, I hear nothing. The 
warres in the Lowountries,to judge by their 
prefent Bate, are very likely to go forward. 
No word of a Parliament, and I my felf 
have heard words of the K. as direaly a-
gaina any fuch purpole, as any can found. 
I never heard word, till in your letter, of 
any ft irres in Scotland, for that of the French 
K. which you aske, it bath this good 
ground, That in the Affembly there a pro-
pofition hath been made, and well entertai-
ned, that the K. fhould be declared, to have 
full Jurifdiaion in France ; and no other 
perfon to have any. It hath much of the 
modell and frame of our Oath of Allege-
ance) but with Tome modification. It is 

true 
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true, it goes farther, then that State hath 
drove in any publique declarations,but not 
farther then their Schools have drove often 
and conflantly: the eafineffe that it hath 
found in paffing thus farre without oppo-
fition, puts ( perchance unneceffarily ) in 
me a doubt, that they are Pure to choak it, 
at the Royall affent, and therefore oppofe is 
not, by the way, to fweeten the conveyance 
of their other purpoies. Sir, if I flay longer 
I fhall lofe the Text, at Court, therefore I 
kiffe your hand, and ref} 

Your very true fervant 

J. Donne. 

We hear ( but without Pond as yet) 
that Sir Rich.Philips brother in France, 
bath taken the habit ofa Capuchin. 
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To Sir Thomas Lucy. 

SIR, 

-I
His full of Aprill I received yours of 
21 of Marti, which being two days 

after the ordinary Smithfield day, I could do 
no more, but feal this letter to be fent to you 
next Tuefday, becaure I forefee that I alai' 
not then be in town. Whatfoever I fhould 
write now, of any paffages of there days, 
would lofe the verdure before the letter 
came to you, only give me leave to tell you 
that I need none of thole excules , which 
you have made to your felt in my behalfe, 
for my not writing. For your fon in law 
came to me, fo near the time of his going a-
way, as it had been impoffible to have re-
covered him with a letter at fo farre a di-
fiance, as he was lodged. And my L. Hunt. 
rneffenger received that anfwer, which, I 
hope, before this time, you know to be 
true, that I had fent the day before, by the 
infallible carrier of Smithfield. The Empe-
rours death may fomewhat fhorten our 

way 



of 
Lys 
do 
011 
all 

ys, 
ter 
on 
ch 
Fe, 
w 

- 
re- 
li- 
nt, 

)e 
le 

e- 

If 

Pert of of Honour. 	2,23 
way;for I difcern now no rea fon of goingto 
Vienne t;but I beleeve it wilexted our bufines;  
fo that I promife my fell no fpeedier return 
by that. If 1 write no letters into EncgLind 
out ofthefe parts, I cannot be without your 
pardon, if I write not to you , but if I 
write to any and leave you our, lay all the 
faults which you have ever pardonedin me, 
to my charge again. I Forefee Come reafons, 
which may make me forbeare ; but no 
flackneffe of mine own, fliall. Sir,if I have 
no more the commodity of writing to you 
here in England, (as, we may be gon before 
next Tuelday) 1 tell you, in this departing 
from you, with the fame truth and earneft-
neffe as I would be beleeved to fpeake in 
my laft departing , and tranlmigratioa 
from the whole world, that I leave not be-
hinde me a heart,better affeaed to you, nor 
more devoted to your fervice, then I carry 
with me. Almighty God bleffe you, with_ 
fuch a reparation in your health, filch an, 
eftablifhment in your elate, fuch a com-
fort in yourchildren, fuch a peace in your 

confcience, 
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corkience, and fuch a true cheerfulnetfe in 

your heart, as may be flrong feales to you, 
of his eternall gracious purpore upon you. 
This morning I fpend in furveying and 
emptying my Cabinet of Letters ; and at 
the top of all I light upon this Letter lately 
received, which I was loth to bury. I chofe 
to fend it you, to mine own condemnati-
on ; becaufe a man fo bufie as he is , de-
fcending to this exprefsing of himielf in 
verfe, I am inexculable towards you, for 
difobeying a commandement of yours, of 
that kindc ; but I relie upon the generall, 
thatI am Pure you arc fure,that I never re-
fute any thing for lazineffe, nor morofity , 
and therefore make Tome other excufe for 
me.You have beenfo long ufed to my hand 
that I Band not to excufe the Flak ragged-
nefle of this Letter. The very ilnef of the 
writing, is a good argument that I forced 
a time, in the fulneffe of bufineffe, to kiffe 
your hand, and to prefent my thanks as for 
all your favours, and benefits, fo principal-
ly for keeping me alive in the memory of 

the 
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the nobleff Counteffe, wh ofe cornmande-
ment, if it had been her Laps plealure to 
have any thing Paid or done in her fervice, 
at Heydelherg, I fhould have been glad to 
have received. Sir, God bleffe you, 0. _ffiritta 
principali confirmet te ; and 

 

    

Your very true and aficettionate fervant in Chrlef: 
J. Donne. 

 

 

4;Apr. 1619. 

   

    

To the honourable Knight Sr Henry Goodere. 

  

  

SIR, 
A S you are a great part of my bufinefte; 

when I come to London, fo areyou 
when I fend. More then the office of a vi-
fitation brings this Letter to you now ; for 
I remember that about this time you pur-
poled a journey to fetch, or meet the Lad. 
Huntington. If you juffly doubt any long 
abfence,I pray fend to my lodging my writ. 
ten Books : and if you may flay very long, 
I pray fend that Letter in which I lent you 

G g 	cer- 
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certain heads which I purpofed to enlarge, 
for I have them not in any other paper : 
and I may finde time in your abfence to do 
it, becaufe I know no fironger argument 
to move you to love me, but because you 
have done fo, doe fo aill, to make my rea-
fon better, and I fhall at laft prefcribe in 
you 

Micham Wednefday. 

To Sir H. G. at Polefworth.- 

SIR, 

THis z 5 I have your letter of 2 I lwhich 
I tellyou fo punaually, becaufe by it, 

nor by any other, I doe not difcern that you 
received my pacquet of Books ; not that I 
looked for fo quick a return of the Sermon, 
nor of my Cafes of confcience, but that I 
forget fo abfolutely what I write, and am 
fo lure that I write confidently to you, that 
it is Tome pain to remain in any jealoufie 
that any Letter is mil-carried. That which 

Yours, 
J.Donne. 
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I writ to you of my L.Trea fur. difpofition 
to you,I had fromMr liar;  and I underflood 
it to be his defire to convey it through me. 
The lail account which we have of my 
L. 'Donc. is, by Letters of the 2.° of this ; by 
which alto we law, that the firfl Letters 
of his convalelcence,were but prophetical!;  
for he was let blood a fecond time, and is 
not firong enough yet to receive audience. 
Though I be not Dean of Pauly yet, my 
L. of Warwick hath gone fo low, as to com-
mand of me the office of being Mailer of 
my game, in our wood about him in Mex. 
I pray be you content to be my officer too, 
the Steward of my fervices to all to whom 
you know them to be due in your walk, 
and continue your own affurance that I am 

Yonr affationate fervent in Chr.'ef. 
J. Donne. 
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To my worthy friend F.H. 

I Can fcarce doe any more this week then 
lendyou word why I writ not 'ail. I had 

then fepofed a few daies for my preparation 
to the Communion of our B. Saviours bo-
dy ;  and in that folitarinelle and arraign-
ment of my fell, digefled Come meditations 
of mine, and apparelled them (as I use) in 
the form ofa Sermon : for fence I have not 
yet utterly delivered my felf from this in-
temperance of fcribling (though I thank 
God my acceffes are leffe and lcffc vehe-
ment) I make account that to fpend all 
my little flock of knowledge upon matter 
of delight, were the fame error, as to fpend 
a fortune upon Masks and Banqueting 
houses: I chofe rather to build in this poor 
fafhionfome Spittles,and Hofpitals, where 
the poor and impotent (inner may F.nde 
Tome relief, or at leaf} underflanding of his 
infirmity. And if they be too weak to ferve 
poilerity, yet for the prefent by contempla-
tion of thern)&c. 
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To Sir H. G. 

SIR, 
T Have the honour of your Letter, which, 

I am almoil Corry to have received : fome 
few daies before the receit thereof D.Tuiner, 
who accompanied my L, Carom to Sion to 
dinner, (hewed me a Letter from youfrom 
which I conceived good hopes that your 
bu finales being devolved into the hands of 
the Treafurer, had been in much more for-
wardneffe, then by your Letter to me they 
appear to be. I befeech God eflablifh them, 
and haften them, and with them, or with-
out them, as he fees moll conducible to his 
purpoce upon you, continue in you a rely-
ing upon him, and a fatisfa6tion in his 
vvaies. I know not whether any Letter 
from your fon, or any other report, may 
have given you any mention of me ; he 
writ to me from the Compter,that he was un-
der a trifling arrell, and that 31  and fome 
little more would difchargc him. I fent my 
man with that money, but bid him fee it 

G g 3 	em- 
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emploied for his difcharge : he found more 
aEtions, and returned. Next day he writ to 
me that 8' would difcharge him, and that 
Mt Selden would lay down half. But Mr 
Selden and I (peaking together , thought 
it the fitteft way, to refpite all, till, in a few 
daies, by his writing to you, we might be 
direaed therein ;  and in the mean time, 
took order with the Keeper to accommo-
date him, and I bade my man Martin, as 
from himfelf, to ferve his prefent want 
with fome things. Since we told him, that 
we would attend a return ofhis Letter to 
you, I heard no more of him, but I hear he 
is our. Whofoever ferves you with relati-
ons from this Town, I am Pure prevents 
me of all I can fay. The Palatinate is abro-
lutely loft ;  for before this Letter come to 
you, we make account that 1-leydelberg and 
Frankindale is loft, and Manheme difIrefred. 
Mansfield came to (Breda, and Gonzales, to 
Druffels, with great loffes on both fides, but 
equal!. The P. of Orange is but now come 
to Breda, and with him, all that he is able 

to 
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to make, even out of the Garrifons of their 
Towns. The ways of vituall to Spinqacs 
Army, are almoft all precluded by him, 
and he likely to put upon the railing of Spi-
nola, between whom and the Town, there 
are hotter difputes, then ever our times 
faw. The Secretary of the States here fhew-
ed me a Letter yellernight, that the Town 
fpends 6 coo pound of powder a day, and 
hath (pent fence the liege z 5 om pounds. Ar-
gits Regiment and my L. Faux, are fo dimi-
nifhed by corrinnings away, as that both([ 
think)make not now inMulter above600. 
Mr Gage is returning to orne,but of his Ne-
gotiation I dare fay nothing by a Letter of 
adventure. The direction which his Mat 
gave for Preachers, had scandalized many 
therefore he descended to purfue them with 
certain reafons of his proceedings therein 
and I had commandment to publifh them 
in a Sermon at the Croffe, to as great a 
Congregation as ever I law together, where 
they received comfortable affurance of his 
Mayes conflancy in Religion, and ofhis de- 
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fire that all men should be bred in the 
knowledge of fuck things, as might pre-
ferve them from the fuperflition of PLome.  
I prefume it is but a little while before we 
(hall fee you here, but that little time is 
likely to produce many things greatly con-
fiderable. Prefent, I pray, my thankfull 
fervices to your good daughters. I can 
give them no better a room in my pray-
ers, and wifhes, then my poore Conflance 
hath, and they have that ;  to have you Sir, 
with 

Tour Very title friend and fervant in arjel 

J. Donne, 
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To the worthiefl Knight Sir Henry Goodere. 

SIR, 

Ur bleffed Saviour, who abounds in 
power and goodnefie towards us all, 

blelfe you, and your family, with blessings 
proportioned to his ends in you all, and 
blare you with the teflimony of a rectified 
confcience, of having difcharged all the of-
fices ofa father, towards your difcreet and 
worthy daughters, and bleffe them with 
a fatisfadion, and quiefcence, and more, 
with a complacency and a joy, in good 
ends, and ways towards them,Amen. Your 
man brought me your Letter of the 2 of 
December this z i of the fame, to Cbelfey, and 
gives me the largeneffe, till friday to fend a 
letter to Tauls houle.There can farce be any 
peece of that or of thofe things whereof 
you require light from me, that is not 
come to your knowledge, by come clearer 
way, between the time of your Letter, and 
this. Betides the report of my death, hath 
thus much of truth in it, that though be 

H h 	not 
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not dead, yet I am buried within a few 
weeks after I immured my felf in this 
houfe, the infee..tion_ftrook into the town, 
into Co many houles, as that it became iii 
manners, to make any vifits. Therefore I 
never went to Knoll, nor Haworth, nor Den-
ton, nor to the Court, fince the Court came 
into there quarters, nor am yet come to 
London ;  therefore I am little able to give 
you account of high flages. Perchance you 
look not Co low, as our ordinary Gazetta, 
and that tells us, (with a recond affurance) 
that the D. of BrunfThicA , Cbri fi i an , is dead 
of an Ague. My L. of Dorfet even upon the 
day, when he fliould have been inflalled 
with his fix fellowes,fell lick at London;  and 
at Court ( which does not exalt all men ) 
his Fever was exalted to the plague;  but he 
is in good convalef-cence.Of the Navy I hear 
of no great lira come back yet,but my L. of 
Effex;romething of the dirappointing of the 
defigne they had, is imputed to Come diffe-
rence, in point of command, between hirn 
and the Mr. of the Ordinance, my L. of Va- 
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lencia, but as yet, there is little manifeiled. 
i Already is ffued a Proclamation, that there 

be no disbanding of the Souldiers, upon 
their landing, in what part foever, and that 
his Majefly hath prefent imployment for 
them.What the main bufines at Hag& bath 
been, I know nothing;  but I hear, that their 
ofkr of pawning of Jeweils to a very very 
great value, to the States or private men, 
hath found no acceptance, at leafl found no 
money. Occafionally I heard from the 
Hagbe, that the Queen  having taken into 
her care, the promoving and advancing of 
fome particular mens bufineffes, by way of 
recommendations to the Duke, expreffed 
her felf very royally, in your behalf. This 
I tell you not, as though you knew it not, 
but becaufe I had the fortune to fee it in a 
Letter of the Pimple Gentlewoman , from 
thence ; by which name, if you know her 
not, I have omitted heretofore to tell you a 
good tale. They continue at Court, in the 
refolution of the Queen paflorall ; when 
QAnne loved gamboils , you loved the 

H h z 	Court; 
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Court;  perchance you may doubt whether 
you be a thorough Courtier, if you come 
not up to fee this, The Queen  a Shepper. 
defre : but 1 (peak not this, by way of coun-
fail, to draw you up, it is not only Non Do.. 
minus ,fed ego, but nec Dcus nec ego, to call you 
hither, but upon fair appearances of ufefull 
commings. Mr George Hobert is here at 
the receipt of your letter, and with his fer-
vice to you,tells you that all of lfiredall houle 
are well. I referve not the mention of my 
Lady 111412tii!gton to the end of 	Letter, as 
grains to make the gold weight , bli: as 
tinaure to make the better gold, when you 
finde room to intrude

i  
poor and imper-

tinent a name, as mine is, n her prelence. 
befiech you,let her Lad:know,that the hash 
lowed her favours towards me, in fuch a 
ground, that if I be grown better ( as I hope 
I am) her favours are grown with me, and 
though they were great when the conferred 
them, yet, ( if I mend every day) they in-
creafe in me every day, and therefore every 
day multiply my thankfulnefre towards 
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her Ladithip : fay what you will ( ifyou 
like not this expression ) that may make 
her Ladifhip know, that I fhall never let 
fall the memory, nor the jufi valuation of 
her noble favours to me, nor leave them 
unrequited in my Exchequer, which is, the 
blefsings of God upon my prayers. if I 
fhould write another fheet,l fhould be able 
to ferve your curiolity no more of Dukes 
nor LL. nor Courts, and this half line 
ferves to tell you, that I am truly 

Tour poorffiend and humble fervant in Chr. 7-ef. 
J. Donne. 

To my honoured friend G. G. Efquire. 

SIR,    

NEither your Letters, nor filence,needs 
excufe ; your friendfhip is to me an 

abundant poffelsion, though you remem-
ber me but twice in a year : He that could 
have two harvefts in that time, might juil-
ly value his land at a high rate ;  but, Sir, as 
we doe not onely then, thank our land,. 
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when we gather the fruit,but acknowledge 
that all the year the loth many motherly 
offices in preparing it fo is not friendfhip 
then onely to be eileemed, when fhe is de-
livered of a Letter, or any other reall office, 
but in her continual) propenfneffe and in-
clination to do it. This hath made me 
race in pardoning my long filences , and in 
promifing my felt your forgiveneffe for not 
anfwering your Letter fooner. For my put--
pole of proceeding in the profefsion of the 
law, fo farre as to a title you may be pleated 
to correct that imagination , whereloever 
you finde it. I ever thought the iludy of it 
my belt entertainment, and paftime, but I 
have no ambition, nor defigne upon the 
flyle. Of my Anniverfaries, the fault that 
I acknowledge in my felf,is to have defcen-
ded to print any thing in verfe, which 
though it have excufe even in our times, by 
men who profeffe, and praaife much gra-
vitie;  yet I confeffe I wonder how I de-
clined to it, and do not pardon my fell: But 
for the otherpartof theimputation of having 

laid 

tai 
W2 

fal; 
flc 
jut 
ha' 
in 
mi 

2 
Dr 
felf 
the 
ma 
for 
imp 

h 
kit 
dal 
th( 
tie 

PAP 

Ap 



Teri of of Honour. 
Paid too much,my defece is,that my purpoit.. 
was to lay as well as I could:for fince I never 
faw the Gentlewoman, I cannot be under-
flood to have bound my felt to have fpoken 
jut} truths, but I would not be thought to 
have gone about to praife her, or any other 
in rime;  except I took fuck a perfon, as 
might be capable of all that I could fay. 
If any of thole Ladies think that Milli-is 
Drewry was not fo, let that Lady make her 
felffit for all thole praifes in the book, and 
they shall be hers. Sir , this meffenger 
makes fo much hafle that I cry you mercy 
for (pending any time of this letter in other 
imployment then thanking you for yours. 
I hope before ariflmas to fee England, and 
kiffe your hand, which (hall, ever, (if it dif-
damn not that office) hold all the keyes of 
the libertie and affedion, and all the facul-
ties of 

Paris them. of 
Aprill, here, 1612. 

Tour mofi airea-ialate ferviint, 

J. D. 
To 

e 

2,39 



24.0 	 Letters to fiverall 

To my honoured friendG. G. Efeire. 

SIR, 
I Should not only fend you an account by 

my servant, but bring you an account of-
ten my fclf, ( for our Letters are our selves) 
and in them abfent friends meet) how I 
do, but that two things make me forbear 
that writing: &f}, becaufe it is not for my 
gravity, to write of feathers, and flrawes, 
and in good faith, I am no more, confide-
red in my body, or fortune. And then be-
caufe whenfoever I tell you how I doe, by 
a Letter, before that Letter comes to you, 
I (hall be otherwife, then when it left me. 
At this time, I humbly thank God, I am 
only not worfe;  for, I fhould as loon look 
for Roles at this time of the year, as look 
for increase of ilrength. And if 1 be no 
worfe all fpri ng, then now, I am much bet-
ter, for, I make account that thole Church 
fervices, which I would be very loth to de-
cline, will spend fomewhat;  and, if I cm 
gather to much as will bear my charges, re- 
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cover fo much arength at London, as 1 fhall 
fpend at London, I fhall not be loth to be left 
in that Elate wherein I am now, after that's 
done;  But I do but difcourfe,I do not with;  
life,or healch,or flrength,(I thank God) en-
ter not into my prayers for my felf: for 
others they do ; and amonga others, for 
your Fick fervant, for fuck a fervant taken 
fo young, and healed fo long, is half a child 
to a mailer, and fo truly I have obferved 
that you have bred him, with the care of 
a father. Our blefl'ed Saviour look graci-
oufly upon him, and glorifie himfelf in 
him, by his way of reflitution to health;  
And by his way of peace of confcience in 

Tour very true friend and fervant in Chr, 7ef. 
J. Donne. 

SIR, 

1His advantage you , and my other 
friends have, by my frequent Fevers, 

that I am fo much the oftener at the gates 
i 	 of 
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of heaven, and this advantage by the foli-
tude and dole impriConment that they re-
duce me to afar, that I am thereby the ofte-
ner at my prayers ; in which, I (hall never 
leave out your happinefle ;  and , I doubt 
not, but amongf} his many other blefsings, 
God will adde to you Come one for my 
prayers. A man would almofl be content 
to dye, ( if there were no ocher benefit in 
death) to hear of Co much forrow, and Co. 
much good ceI}imony from good men, as 
I, (God be blefied For it) did upon the re—
port of my deach.Yet, I perceive it went not 
through all•)for one writ unto me'that lame. 
( and he faid of my friends ) conceived, 
that I was not Co ill, as I pretended, but 
withdrew my felf, to lave charges, and to 
live at cafe, difcharged ofpreaching. It is 
an unfriendly, and God knows, an ill 
grounded interpretation : for in tilde 
times ofnecefsity,  , and multitudes of poor 
there is no possibility of Paving to him that 
bath any cenderneffe in him;  and for af-
feaing my eale, I have been always more 
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lorry , when I could not preach, then any 
could be, that they could not hear me. It 
bath been my defire, ( and God may be 
pleated to grant it me) that I might die in 
the Pulpit;  if not that, yet that I might take 
my death in the Pulpit, that is , die the 
fooner by occafion of my former labours. 
I thanke you, for keeping our George in 
in your memory , I hope God referves it 
for fo good a friend as you are, to fend me 
the &ft good newes of him. For the Dia.: 
mond Lady, you may fafely deliver Roper, 
whatfoever belongs to me, and he will 
give you a difcharge for the money. For 
my L. Percy, we (hall fpeake of it, when 
we meet at London ;  which, as I do not 
much hope before Chriflmas, fo I do not 
much fear at beginning of Tearm ; for I 
have intreated one of my fellowes to preach 
to my Lord Major, at Pau/s upon Chrifl-
mas day, and referved Candlemas day to 
my Pelf for that fervice, about which time 
alto , will fall my Lent Sermon , except 
my Lord Chamberlaine beleeve me to be 
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dead , and leave me out ;  for as long as 
I live, and am not fpeechleffe , I would 
not decline that len ice. 1 have better lea-
lure to write , then you co read , yet I will 
not oppreffe you with too much letter, God 
blefle you, and your Tonne, as 

Your poor flicnd old 1n4mble ferwnt 

in arift jefu.  s 

J. Donne. 

tc 

ii! 
tc 

P' 

th 
0 

bi 
th 
ry 

PI 
fa 
to 

• 

  

   

    

lo the Lady G. 

   

   

M AIDAM, 

I Am not come out of Englund , if I re-
main in the Nobleftpart of it , your 

minde ; yet I confclie, it is too much di-
minution to call your mimic , any part of 
England , or of this world , fince every 
part even of your body, deferves titles of 
higher dignity. No Prince would be loth 
to die, that were affured of fo faire a tombe 
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to preferve his memory : but I have a grea-
ter vantage then fo;  for fince there is a Re-
ligion in friendfhip, and a death in abfence, 
to make up an intire frame there mull be a 
heaven too : and there can be no heaven fo 
proportionall to that Religion , and that 
death, as your favour. And I am gladder 
that it is a heaven,then that it were a Court, 
or any other high place of this world, 
becaule I am likelier to have a room 
there then here ; and better cheap. Madam 
my bell treafure, is time ; and my bell im-
ployment of that , is to ftudy good wifhes 
for you,in which I am by continuall medi-
tation fo learned, that your own good An-
gell, when it would do you moll good, 
might be content to come and take in-
ftrudions from 

your bumble and affenionate fervant 

J. Donne. 
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To your felfe. 

Se tt,  

THe firfl of this moneth 1 received a 
Letter from you, no Letter comes fo 

late , but that it brings frefh newes hi:her. 
Though I prefume , Mr Pore, and fince, 
Sir ,ob.q .lc.12 came after the writing of that 
Letter, yet it was good newes to me, that 
you thought me worthy of fo good a tefli-
mony. And you were fubtile in the dif-
guile : for you [hut up your Letter, thus, 
L0713. . in our He, but I am not fo good 
a Cabalift, as to fincle in what moneth it 
was written. But, Sir, in the offices of lo 
fpirituall a thing as friendfh ip, fo momen-
tary a thing as time , mull have no confi-
deration. I keep it therefore to read every 
day , as newly written : to which vexati-
on it mull be fubjed , till you relieve it 
with an other. if 1 ought you not a great 
many thankes for every particular part of 
it, I fhould yet thanke you for the length ; 
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and love it, as my mifirefres face, every line 
and feature,but beft all together. All that I 
can do towards retribution, is, ( as other 
bankrupts do in pit-on ) to make means 
by Commilsioners,that a great debt may be 
accepted by frnall fummes weekly. And 
in that proportion I have paid my tribute 
to you , almofI ever fence I came, and 
fhall Bill do fo. You know that they fay, 
thole are the ftongeft, and the firmer, and 
molt precious things,which are cornpoled 
of the molt , and fmalleft parts. I will 
flatter my fell therefore, that the number 
of my Letters may at WI make a flrong 
argument of my defire to lave you , but 
becaufe I remember , out of this Philolo-
phy,  , that they fhould be little, as well as 
many , let this Letter fhould not get in-
to the building, it fhall be no bigger ; thus 
much addition will not much disfigure it, 
that it fweare to you that I am 

Your affe-aionateferVant 
J. Donne. 

Sir, 
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Sir, I cry you mercy for fealingyour fifiers let-
ter , but I deliver you up fly authority, and I re-
member you, that you have hers to open it again. 
You will the eafilier forgive me, that I write no 
newes , when you obleve by this tiqbeflion , 
that I live in a place which bath quenched in me 
even the remembrance of good minners , By na-
ming her , I have made my poll cript the wor-
thyefl place of my letter : and therefore I chute 
that place to prefint my fervice to all the company 
at our lodging ; in which houle , if I cannot get 
room for a pallat , at my return, my comfort is, 
that I can ever hope to befo near them as the Spittle 
in the Savoy , where they receive Travellers • 

To 
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To the Honourable Knight , sir 
RoU ERT K ARR E. 

Sir, 

Hough 1 have left my bed, I have  Rpt 
left my bed-fide ; I fit there (till, and 

as a Prifoner difcharged, fits at the Prifon 
doore, tobeg Fees, fo fit I here, to gather 

et 	crummes. I have ufed this leifure, to put 
is, 	the meditations had in my fickneffe, into 

force fuch order, as may miniaer Tome ho-
ly delight. They arife to fo many fheetes 
(perchance zo. ) as that without flaying 
for that furniture of an Epiale , That my 
Friends importun'd me to Print them,I im-
portune myFriends to receive themPrinted. 
That, being in hand , through this long 
Trunke, that reaches from Saint Pauls, to 

ro 

	

	Saint James, I whiter into your care this 
queflion, whether there be any uncomli-
!wire, or unfeafonableneffe , in prefenting 
matter of Devotion, or Mortification, to 

K k 	 that 
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that Prince, whom 1 pray God nothing 
may ever Mortifie, but Holineffe. If you 
allow my purpofes in generall, I pray call: 
your eye upon the Title and the Epillle, 
and redifie me in them : I fubmit fub-: 
Itance, and circumfiance to you, and the 
poore Author of both, 

Your very humble and voy thankful! 

Servant 

in Cbrifl jefcts 

J. Donne. 
. 	 4., 
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lag 

ou 

the 	
AGE becomes nothing better then 

Friendfhip ; therefore your Letters, 
which are ever good effeds of friendfhip, 
delight to be old before 1 receive them : for 
it is but a fortnight fincc thofe Letters 

1 

	

	which you fent by Captain Peter found me 
at Spill ;  prefently upon the receit, I adven-
tured by your leave to bellow the &II mi-
nutes upon this Letter to your faire Noble 
Sifter ;  And becaufe I found no voice at 
Spa of any Meffenger, I refpited my Wri-
ting to you, till I came thus much nearer. 
Upon the way hither, another Letter from 
you overtooke me, which by my L. Chan- 

-. 

	

	dos love to me for your fake, was fent after 
me to iv.faflricht : He came to SpI within 
two houres alter I went away;  which I 
tell you to let you fee, that my For- 

To 

	

	tune hath Bill that fpitefull conflancy , to 
bring me near my defires,and intercept me. 

K k 2 	 If 
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2,52, 	 Rittek'h fetaa 
if I fhould write to you any newes from 
this place, 1 fhould forellall mine owne 
Market, by telling you beforehand that 
which mull make me acceptable to you at 
my comming. 1 (hall fneake into Loudon, 
about the end ofAign./1.1n my remoteft di-
fiances 1 did not more need your Letters 
then I (hall then. Therefore if you (hall 
not be then in Lonion,I befeech you to think 
mee at Conflantinople , and write one 
large Letter to beieft at my Lad ie - Banters 
my lodging ;  'fCr 	dime in extreanle 
darkneffe and ignorance, except you give 
me light. If Sir :John Brooke be within 
your reach, prefent my humble fel-vice 'and 
thankfulneffe to him;  he be not, I am 
glad, that to my Confcience, which is a 
thoufand witneffes, I have added you for 
one more, that I came as near as I could to 
doe it. I !hall run Co fall from this place, 
through Antwerpe, and Come parts of Hol-
land, that all that love which 'you could 
perchance be content to expreffe by Let-
ters if f lay frill,Inay be More thriftily be- 

flowed 

tC 
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flowed upon that one Letter, which is by 
your favour, to meet me, and to welcome 
to London 

Your unworthy , but very 

true Friend , 

J. Donne. 
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SIR, 

T is one ill Affeaton of a del Aerate 
; 	debtor, that he dares not come to an ac- I. 
count, nor take knowledge how much he 
owes ;  this makes me that I dare not tell 
you how manic letters 1 have received from 
you fence I came to this To w ne;1' lita-tirree 
the firfl by the Cooke, who brought none 
but yours, nor ever came to me, to let me 
know what became of the reit : the two o-
ther of the 7. and 8. of Marc!,, came in a let-
ter which Sir H, Wotton writ to me from 

K k 3 	.Jrnyens 
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Amyl's there is not a lize of paper in the 
Palace , large enough to tell you how 
much I efteemc my felfe honoured in your 
remembrances;  nor thong enough to wrap 
up a heart fo ful of good atfeftions towards 
you, as mine is. When any thing' paiTes be-
tween Sir Thomas koe and you,tell him I am 
not the leffe his Servant, for not laying fo 
by often letters for by my troth, 1 am that 
fo much as he could defire I fhould be, 
when he began to love me.Sir Timmy Lu-
c:es bufineffe, and perchance fadnelle for-
bid me writing now.I have written to him 
(vvhileft I lived in darknelTe, whether my 
Letters came to you or no)by another way;  
and if my poore Letters were any degree 
of fervice, 1 fhould doe it ofcen, and rather 
be mine own Poll, then leave any thing 
undone, to which he would give fuch an 
interpretation, as that it were an Argument 
of my Devotion to him, For my purpoCe 
of proceeding in the profeflion of the Law, 
fo far as to a Title, you may be pleafed to 
corret that imagination where you findc 
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it. I ever thought the fludy of it my bell 
entertainment and paftime, but I have no 
ambition,nor defign upon the Stile.Of my 
Anniverfaries the fault which I acknow- 

> 	ledge in my felfe, is to have defcended to 
print any thing in Verle, which though it 
have excufe, even in our times, by example 
of men, which one would thinke fhould 
as little have done it, as I ; yet I confeffe 
wonder how I declined to it, and doe not 
pardon my felf.But for the other part of the 
imputation, of having laid fo much,my de- 

' 	 fence is, that my purpofe was to fay as well 
as I could : for fince I never law the Gentle-
woman, I cannot be underflood to have 
bound my felfe to have 1poken jull Truth : 
but I would not be thought to have gone 
about to praife any bodie in rime, except I 
tooke fuch a Perfon, as might be capable 
of all that I could lay. If any of thole La-
dies think that Miflris Drury was not fo, 
let that Ladie make her felfe fit for all 
thole praifes in the Booke, and it (hall be 
hers. Nothing is farther from colour or 

ground 
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ground of Truth, then that which you 
write of Sir Robert Druries going to Maffe. 
No man of our Nation hath been more 
forward to apply himfelfe to the Church 
of the Religion where he bath come, nor 
to relieve their wants, where that Demon-
ftration hath beene needfull. I know no: 
yet whether S i rjobn Brookes purpofe olbe-
ing very fhordy here, be not a jucl reafora 
to make me forbear writing co him. I am 
lure that I would fainefl do that in writing 
or abflaining which fhould be moil accep-
table to him. It were in vain to put into 
this letter any relation of the Magnificence 
which have been here at publication of 
there marriages.;  for at this time there come 
into England fo many Frenchmen, as I am 
Cure you (hall heare all at leafl. If they fpeak 
not of above eight hundred home well ca-
parofond, you may believe it : and you 
may believe , that no Court in Chriflen-
dome had beene able to have appeared fo 
brave in that kinde. But if they cell you of 
any other fluffe, then Copper, or any other 
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exercileofarmes then running at the (Zinn-
uin, and the King, you may be bold to 
fay Pa:Jane moy. Sir,this metTenger makes 
lo much hale that I cry you mercy for 
(pending any time of this Letter , in other 
imployment , then thanking you for 
yours, and promifing you more before 
my remove from hence. I pray venture no 
Letter to mc by any other way then M. 
jam Bruer at the Qlleens Armes a Mercer 
in Cheapfide, who is always like to know 
where we arc ;  And make me by loving 
mc 11111, worthy co be 

law friend and fervant 

J. Donne. 

L I 	 To 
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To my Honoured friend Mr George 
Gerrard. 

  

 

S i it, 

j Cannot chute but make it a prelage that 
I (hall have no good fortune in England , 

that I milt the honour of enjoying that 
company,whkh you brought to town. But 
I befeech you let my ill luck determine in 
that ominoufneffe : for if my not coil-  ming
fhould be by her or you interpreted for a 
negligence or coldneffe in me , I were-
already in a6tuall and prefent afflidion.For 
that Ecclefiafticall Lady of whom you 
write,fince I pefume it is a work of dark-
neffe that you go about, we will deferre 
it for w inter. Perchance the cold weather, 
may be as good phyfique to you, as fhe, 
for quenching you. I have changed my 
purpole of going to Wiiq'Or , and will go 
dirctly into the Wight : which I tell you 
not.as a concerning thing, but in obedi- 
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ence to your commandement , as one 
poor teflimony that I am 

Tour affettionateftivant 

J. Donne. 

To my very 'wall friend Mr George 
Gerrard. 

SIR ,  

THis is the fourth of this moneth , and 
I receiveyour Pacquet to late , that I 

have scarce waking time enough to tell 
you fo , or to write any thing but dreams. 
I have both your Letters , mother and 
daughter, and am gladder of them, then if 
I had the mother and daughter here in our 
neighbourhood ; you know I mean Sir 
H. Gooderes parties. Sir, you do me double 
honour when my name pailes through 
you to that Noble Lady in whole pretence 
you are. It is a better end and a better way 

L 1 z 	to 
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to that then I am worth. I can give you no-
thing in recompenfe of that favor, but 
good counfell: which is to fpcake fparing-
ly of any ability in me , left you indanger 
your own reputation, by overvaluing me. 
If I (hall at any time take courage by your 
Letter, to exprelle my meditations of 
that Lady in writing, I fhall fcarce think 
leffe time to be due to that employment, 
then to be all my life in making thole 
veifes , and fo take them with me and Ling 
them amongft her fellow Angels in Hea-
ven. I fhould be loath that in any thing of 
mine , compoled of her , the fhould not 
appear much Le:ter then fome of thole of 
whom I have written. And yet I cannot 
hope for better expreffings then I have gi-
ven of them. So you fee how much I 
should wrong her , by making her but 
equal( to others. I would I could be be-
leeved, when I fay that ;11 that is written of 
:hem, is but prophecy of her. I mull tire 
your favour in getting her pardon, for 
having bra tight her into fo narrow, and 

low- 
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low-roofs a room as my confideration, or 
for adventuring to give any eflimation of 
her, and when I fee how much fhe can 
pardon , I (hall the better difcern how far 
farther I may dare to offend in that kinde. 
My noble neighbour is well, and makes 
me the fleward of his fervice to you. Be-
fore this Letter reaches you, I prefume you 
will bee gathering towards thefe parts, 
and then all newes will meet you fo 
&ft , as that out of your abundance you 
will impart Tome to 

Tour ajfeRionate friend to 

ferve you 

J. Donne. 
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To your fife. 

SIR, 

ALI your other Letters, which came 
to me by more hazardous waies, had 

therefore much merit in them ; 'out for 
your Letter by M. Pory , it was but a little 
degree of favour , becaufe the meffenger 
was fo obvious , and fo certain, that yot. 
could not chute but write by him. But fince 
he brought me as much Letter as all the 
refl , I mull accept that , as well as the refl. 
By this time, M. Garret, when you know 
in your conicience that you have fent no 
Letter, you begtnne to look upon the lu-
perfcription , and doubt that you have 
broken up force other bodies Letter : but 
whofe fo ever it were it mull (peak the fame 
language, for I have heard from no body. 
Sir, if there be a Proclamation in England 
gainfl writing to me, yet fince it is there-

by become a matter of State , you might 
have told M. Pory fo. And you might have 

r e't/ 

i vi 

to 
Lc 

ar 
an 
rn 
It 

Si 
ha 
rit 
in 
yo 



C  

j 
r 

Perfons of Honour. 	263 

told him , what became of Sir Tho. Lucies 
Letter, in my firm pacquet , ( for any 
Letter to him makes any paper a pacquet, 
and any peece of Tingle money a Medall 
and what became of my Lady Icingsmels in 
my fecond, and of hers in my third, whom 
I will not name to you in hope that it is pe-
rifhed,and you loft the honour of giving it. 
Sir, m me own defire of being your fervant, 
bath fealcd me a Patent of that place du-
ring my life, and therefore it (hall not be 
in the power of your forbidding,(to which 
your fliffe filence amounts) to make me 
leave being 

%le( Ivo) affeazonate feri)ant 

J. Donne. 
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To my Honpuied friend M. George Garrat. 

SIR, 

I Would I were fo good an Alchimill to 
1 perfwade you that all the vertue of the 
befaf'fe%ions, that one could expretre in 
a fheet , were in this ragge of paper. 1c be-
comes my fortune to deale thus in tingle 
money ;  and I may hit better with this 
hail- fhot of little Letters (becaufe they may 
come thick) then with great bullets ; and 
trouble my friends leffe. I confeffe it were 
not long enough if it came to prefent my 
thankes for all the favours you have done 
me ;  but fince it comes to begge more, per-
chance it may be long enough , becauce 1 
know not how fhort you will be with an 
abfent friend. if you will but write that you 
give me leave to keep that name fill, it 
(hall be the gold of your Letter : and for 
allay, put in as much newes as you will. 
We are in a place where fcarcc any money 
appeares ,but bafc : as, I confeffe, all mat- 

ters 
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ters of Letters is in refped of the teflimo-
nies of friendfhip ; but obey the corrupti-
on of this place , and fill your Letters 
with work flufk then your own. Prefent 
my fervice to all thole Gentlemen whom I 
had the honour to ferve at our lodging, I 

a 

	

	cannot flue an higher pitch, then to fay,that 
I am fo much their fervant as you can fay I 
am. At the Queens armes in Cbeapfide , 

[s 

	

	which is a Mercers , you may hear of one 
IsilJohn Brewer, who will convay any Let- 

d 

	

	 ter direted to me at Sir l ob. Dairies at 
Amiens, though he know not me : and I 

y 	fhould be glad to hear that this firs that I 

e 

	

	fent into England had the fortune to finde 
you. 

1 
n 	 10141S 

ic 	 J. Donne. 
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T'o your fair fifier. 

MA DAM, 

THe dignity, and the good fortune due 
to your Letter, hath preferved a pac-

quer  fo well , that through Fiance and 
Germany it is at La come to me at Spy.  
This good experience makes me in defpite 
of contrary appearances, hope that I (hall 
finde fume meffenger for this, before I re-
move, though it be but two dayes. For, 
even Miracles are but little and flight things, 
when any thing which either concernes 
your worthineffe is in conlideration or my 
valuation of it. If I faile in this hope of a. 
rneffenger, I (hall not grudge to do my felf 
this fervice of bringing it into England, that 
you may hear me fay there, that I have 
thus much profited by the honour of your 
converfation , and Contemplation, that I 
am, as your vertues are, every where 
equall ; and that, that which I (hall fay 
then at London , I thought and fubfcribed 
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at Spi , which is, that I will never be any 
thing elle, then 

Tour very humble and age.  Rionate fervant 

J. Donne. 

	

to 	 To the Honourable icnight Sir 

	

dl 	 Henry Goodere. 
e- 

	

1r, 	 SI R, 
Ss 

	

; 	 1) Ecaufe to remain in this fort guilty in 

	

s 	Dyour Lordfhips opinion doth not one- 

	

. 	ly defeat all my future indevours, but lay a 

	

a 	heavyer burden upon me, of which I am 

	

If 	more fenfible , which is ingratitude to- 

	

Lt 	wards your Lordfhip, by whole favours I 

	

e 	have been formerly Co much bound;  I hope 

	

r 	your Lordfhip will pardon me this care 

	

E 	and diligence which I de to reeiifie 
my felf towards you, To which purpole I 

	

Y 	humbly befeech your Lordfhip, to admit 

	

I 	thus much into your confideration, that I 

	

c 	 M m z 	nei- 
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neither hunted after this bulinelle ac a, 
but apprehended it as it was prefenced to 
me, and might perchance have fallen into 
vcrorfehands,nor proceeded otherwile ther-
in, then to my poor difcrecion at that time 
feemed lawful! and requifite and neceffa-
ry for my reputation who held my ielfe 
bound to be able to give fatisfaaion to any 
who ffiould doubt of the cafe.Of all which, 
if your Lordlhip were returned to your 
former favourable opinions of me, you 
might be pleafed to make this Came argu-
menr,that after his Majefly had flieweci his 
inclination to the fitfl motion made in•my 
behalf, I was not earl-left to urge and folicit 
that advantage of priority, but as became 
me, contented my felt to joyne with him 
who had made a later petition therein: and 
as loon as lunderfic(xl how it was oppofed 
-or diftailed, I threw it down at your Lord--
Mips feet,and abandoned it to your pleafure. 
Which it is neceffiry for me to fay at this 
time,leff,if he who was intereffed with me 
in that bufinelle flail have proceeded any 

far- 
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farther therein fince that time, your Lord-
fhip might conceive new fufpicions of me. 
That your Lordfhips name was at all uled 
therein, or that any words of mine occali-
oned filch an errour in my fervant , I am 
fo lorry as nothing but a conicience ofa 
true guiltineffe of having performed an in-
jury to your Lordfhip ( which can never 
fall upon me) could affed me more. But 
I, who to the meafure of my cornprehen-
fion,have ever underflood your Lordfhips 
nobility and evennefs,cannct fear that your 
Lordfhip will punifh an overfight, like a 
crime: which fhould be effected upon me, 
if your Lordfhip fhould continue your dill 
favour towards me,fince no penalty could 
come fo burdenous to my minde and to my 
fortune as that. And fince the repose of 
both confilts in your Lordfhips favour, I 
humbly intreat to be reaored to your fa-
vour, giving your Lordfhip my faith in 
pawn that I wil be as wary of forfeting it by 
any fecond occafion, as I am lorry for this. 

Yours J. D. 
M m 3 	To 
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To the Honourable IKnig bt Sir Robert 
Karre. 

SIR, 

I Had rather like the firil belt ;  not onely 
becaufe it is cleanlier , but becaufe it re-

fleets leaf upon the other party , which, 
in all jeft and earner, in this affair, 1 wifh 
avoided. If my Mufe were onely out of 
fafhion , and but wounded and maimed 
like Free- will in the Aoman Church, 1 fhould 
adventure to put her to an Epithalamion. 
But fince fhe is dead, like Free-will in our 
Church, I have not fo much Mule left as 
to lament her loffe. Perchance this bull-
neffe may produce occafions , wherein I 
may exprefle my opinion of it, in a more 
ferious manner. Which I fpeake neither up-
on any apparent conje&ure, nor upon any 
overvaluing of my abilities, but out of a 
generall readineffe and alacrity to be fer-
viceable and gratefull in any kinde. In 
both which poor vertues of mine, none 
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can pretend a more primary intereil , then 
you may, in 

Your humble and ajje.  Rionate fervant 

J. Donne. 

To the Honourable Knight Sir Robert Karre 
Gentleman of his Highneffes _Bedchamber. 

SIR,  
I Have often finned towards you, with a 

prefumption of being pardoned , but 
now I do it , without hope, and without 
daring to intreat you to pardon the fault. 
In which there are thus many degrees of 
importunity. That I muff begge ofyou to 
chrillen a child, which is but a daughter, 
and in which you muff be content to be 
affociated with Ladies of our own alli-
ance , but good women , and all this up-
on Thurfday next in the afternoon. Sir, I 
have fo many and fo indeleble impreffions. 

of. 
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of your favour to me , as they might 
ferve to fpread over all my poor race. But 
iince I fee that I {land like a tree, which 
once a year beares , though no fruit, yet 
this Matt of children , and fo am lure, 
that one year or other I fhould afflict you 
with this requeft , I had rather be prefent-
ly under the obligations and the thankful-
neffe towards you , then meditate fuck a 
trouble to you againfl another year. I was 
defirous this paper might kifle your hands 
as loon as you came, that if any other di-
verfions made this inconvenient to you, I 
might have an other exercile of your favor, 
by knowing fo much from you, who in 
every aa of yours make me more and more 

17 April!. 
	Your humble and tbankfull fervant 

J. Donne. 
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To the Honourable Enight , Sir 

let 	 ROB ERT KARR E. 

re, Sir, 
ou 

it- Erchance others may have told you, 
that I am relapfed into my Fever • but 

1 a 	 that which I mufl intreat you to condole 
Vas 	 with me, is, that I am relapfed into good 
Ids 	degrees of health ; your caufe of forrow for 
di- 	that, is, that you are likely to be the more 
r, I 	troubled with fuch an impertinencie, as I 
)1'

)  
am ;  and mine is, that I am fallen from 

in 	fair hopes, of ending all ;  yet I have fcaped 
OTC 

	

	 no better cheap , then that I have paid 
death one of my Children for my Ran.. 

aitt 

	

	 Come. Becaufe I loved iti well, I make 
account that I dignifie the memorie of it, 
by mentioning of it to you, elle I fhould 
not be fo homely. Impute this brevitie 
of writing to you upon no Subje&, ,to my 

To 

	

	fickneffe, in which men ufe to talke idly : 
but my profeflion of defiring to bee re- 

N n 	tamed 
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tamed in your memorie, impute to your 
owne Vertues , which have wrought fo 
much upon 

Your humble fervant 

John Donne. 

To the Honourable Knight, Sir Robert Karre. 

SI R, 

I Make account that it is a day of great 
diflribution of Honours at Court : 

would not therefore lac my part, and in-
creafe therein ; fince every Letter admitted 
by you from me, is a new flone in my belt 
building, which is, my roome in your ler-
vice : fo much you adde to me, everie rime 
you give me leave thus to kiffe your hands. 
But, Sir, everie addition preimagins a bee-
ing, and the time of my becing and Cre-
ation is not yet come : which I am fure 
you will advance ; becaufe elfe I am no 
competent Subjed of your favours, and 
additions. I know, by your forbearing 
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to tell mee Co, chat my L. hath had no 
commoditie to move the K. and if this 
Paper rpeake one word of difference, or 
impatience in my name, by my troth it 
lies. Onely give it leave to tell you , that 
that L. whom perchance the K. may bee 
pleated to heare in it, is an old and mo-
mentanie man, and it may be late labour-
ing for his Alliance, next Winter. Betides, 
fince it may bee poll-161e that the Mailer 
of the Rolles may a little relent this fuite, 
there could be no fitter time, then now, to 
make him cafic, as things Band with him 
at this time. If you flay in Towne this 
Night, and no longer , I befeech you af-
ford me a few of your late Minutes at your 
own lodging, where I will wait upon you 
according to any dire ions , which by 
this Gent. or othervvife I (hall receive from 
you. 

Tour humble fervait 

John Donne. 
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To tbe Honourable 'Knight. Sir 

Robert Karre. 

Six, 

F 1 would calumniate, I could lay no 
.1 ill of that Gentleman : 1 know not 
whether my L. or my felfe woke the firit 
apprehenfion of it ; but I remember that 
very Toone wee concurred in a good opi-
nion of him ; thereupon for ju(lifying 
our owne forwardnefle.  , wee obferved 
him more throughly , and found all the 
way good realon to tatifie our fira ciii-
mation of him. This gave my L oc-
cafion to fend him abroade in his Service 
alter how bee fatisfied him in that im-
ployment , indeed I know nor. But, 
that 1 dii-guite nothing, 1 remember my 
L. told mee fometimes in his abfence, 
that bee had not Account from him of 
Rime things , which hee had depofed in 

him. 

hi 
C 
G 
h( 
th 
ti( 

fe' 
ce 
fu 

Y(  
fr 



   

Peifins of Honour. 	277 
him . And at his entering into his 
Coach , at his lafl going, I asked my L. 
Goes not the Gentleman with you ? and 
hee told mee with come coldneffe no. So 
that if you bee not preffed to a Recolu-
tion , you may bee pleated to forbeare a 
few dayes , till I may occauionally 

yo 	 cerne , whether hee have demerited or 
Lot 	funke in my L. opinion 	And then 

you 	have another Charader of him 
iat 	 from.  

ig 	 2 5. Julii. 

d 	 Toni very humble and tbankfidl 

i. 	 Servant 

J. Donne. 
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To the Honourable A'night,Sir Robert Karre. 

SIR, 

TH E Came home that I received the 
honour of your commandments, by 

your letter left at my poore houfe, I put 
my felfe upon the way hither. So that I 
am here in the habite of a Traveller, and 
( fuitable to the ref} of my unworthinefres ) 
unfit for great Pretences. Therefore, I ab-
flain from waiting upon you prelently ; 
betides that in this abilinence, ( except I 
mifinterpret the laft words of your letter to 
my advantage ) 1 obey your diredions, 
in fending before I come to you. How-
foever, Sir, I am intirely at your difpofing, 
if you will be pleated to adde this favor to 
the ref+, that I may underftand, wherein 
you will ufe your Authoritie and Powcr, 
which you have over 

Tour Poore and humblefirvant 

John Donnc. 
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To the Honourable Knight, Sir Robert Karre. 

SIR, 

THis is but a Poflfcript to the Lit 
Letter, and it is onely to tell you, 
that it was an impertinent jealoufie 

that I conceived of that Gentlemans ab . 
fence from my L. for he gives that full Te-
flimonic of him, that he never difcerned 
any kinde of unfitneffe in him for any im-
ployment, except too much goodneffe;  and 
Conlcientioufneffe may fometimes make 
him fomewhat leffe fit for Tome kindes of 
bufineffe , then a man of a looter raine. 
A rid this is all, that I conceive to have been 
in the commandment wherewith you ho-
noured 

a.Aug 1622. 	Tour very humble and thankfull 

firvant in Chriff Prue 

John Donne: 

To 



2,8o 	Letters to feverall 

To my nonotred Friend , Majier 
George Gherard. 

S I 11, 

N7
Our Letter was the more welcome to 

nice, becaufe is brought your corn_ 
mandment with ic, of fending you per-
fumes : for is is a Service fomewhat like 
a Sacrifice. But yet your commandment 
furprifed me, when neither I had enough 
to lend, nor had means to recover more ; 
that Ladie being cut of Towne which 
gave them me. But Sir,if I had i 0000000. 
1 could fend you no more then I doe;  for 
I fend all. If any good occafion prefent it 
felfe to you, to fend to my L. Clifford, (pare 
my name a roome, there where you offer 
him moll of your Service. 1 dare contend 
with you, that you cannot exceed mee, in 
defiring to ferve him. It is a better office 
from me to you, that I goe to bed, then chat 
I write a longer letter. For if I doe mine 
eyes a little more injurie, I fhall lofe the 
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honour of feeing you at Michaelmas ; for 
by my troth I am almofl blinde : you may 
be content , to beleeve that I am always 
d [poled to your fervice , without excepti-
on of any time, fence now juft at mid-
night , when it is both day , and night,  
and neither , I tell you that I am 

Tour affeelionate friend and fervant 

J. Donne. 

To my very much honoured friend George 
Garrard Efquiye at Sion. 

SIR, 
T Know not which of us wonne it by the 
1 hand , in the lail charge of Letters. If 
you wonne, you wonne nothing, becaufe 
I am nothing , or whatfoever I am, you 
wonne nothing, becaufe I was all yours be-
fore. I doubt not but I were better deliver 

0 o 	red 
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red of dangers of relaples, ill were at Lon-
don ;  but the very going would indanger 
me. Upon which true debility, I was for-
ced to excufe my felfe to my Lord Cham-
berlaine , from whom I had a Letter of 
command to have Preached the fifth of 
November Sermon to the King. A fervice 
which I would not have declined , if I 
could have conceived any hope of Landing 
it. I befeech you intreat my Lord Percy in 
my behalle, that he will be pleafed to name 
George to my L. Car/i/c , and to wonder , if 
not to inquire, where he is. The world is 
diipofed to charge my Lords honour, and 
to charge my natural) affeaion with neg-
leaing him, and, God knowes , I know 
not which way to turn towards him ; nor 
upon any meffage of m ine, when I fend to 
k 	my Lords hands,doth my Lord make 
any kind of mention of him.For the Dia-
mond Lady , when time lerves , I pray 
look to it ; for I would fain be dilcharged 
of it. And for the reI , let them be but re-
membred how loniy, it hath been in my 
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hands, and then leave it to their difcretion. 
If they incline to any thing, I fhould chute 
fhirt Hollond, rather under then above 4 s, 
Our blefled Saviour multiply his bleflings 
upon that noble family where you are, and 
your Pelf, and your Tonne ;  as upon all 
them that are derived from 

Your poor fiend andfirvant 

J. Donne. 

To my very flinch refpeEted f Mend Mr. 
George Garrard. 

SIR,  
Thank you for exprefsing your love to 

I me, by this diligence, I know you can 
diflinguifh between the voyces of my love, 
and of my necefsity,  , if any thing in my 
Letters found like an importunity. Betides, 
I will adde thus much out of counfell to 

0 o 2 	 you, 
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you, that you can do nothing lo thriftily as 
to keep in your purpole the payment of the 
reft of this years rent, ( though at your con-
veniency ) for Sir E H. curioficy being fo 
ferved at 	, I (hall be no farther caule, 
but that the refl be related, and you in as 
good poiltision of his love, and to as good 
ufe, as your love deferves of him. You 
rnocke us when you aske news from hence. 
All is created there, or relates thither where 
you are. For that book which you com-
mand me to fend,1 held it but half an hour: 
which ferved me to read thole few leafes, 
which were directed upon Tome few lines 
of my book. If you come to town quick-
ly, you may get a fair widow : for Mr1 3 
Brolm is fallen to that fate by death of her 
husband. No man defires your comming 
more, nor thall be readier to Cave you,thert 

hour afliitionate frit- nd awlfe' rvant 

J. Donne. 
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I Do not make account that lam conic to 
London, when Iget within the wall : that 

which makes it London is the meeting of 
friends. I cannot therefore otherwife bid 
my felf welcome to London, then by Peeking 
of you, which both Sir H. Goode-re and I do, 
with fo much diligence, as that this mef-
finger comes two dayes before to intrear 
you from us both, to referve your felt upon 
Saterday: lo that I may, at our coming to 
London that night, underfland at my houfe 
where I may fend you word of our (upping 
place that night, and have the honour of 
your company. So you lay more obligati-
ons upon 

J. Donne. 
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To my very much Honoured friend George 
Garret Efquire. 

SIR, 

VHen we thinke of a friend , we 
do not count that a loll thought, 

though that friend never knew of it. It we 
write to a friend, we mull not call it a loft 
Letter, though it never finde him to whom 
it was addreffed : for we owe our likes 
that office, to be mindefull of our friends. 
In payment of that debt, I fend out this 
Letter, as a Sentinell Perdue;  if it finde you, 
it comes to tell you, that I was poffeffed 
with a Fever , fo late in the year , that 1 am 
afraid I (hall not recover confidence to 
come to London till the fpring be a little ad-
vanced. Becaufe you did our poor family 
the favour, to mention our George in your 
Letters to Spain, with force earneaneffe, 
I fhould wonder if you never had any 
thing from thence concerning him ; he 
having been now, divers moneths , in 

Spaine. 
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Spathe. If you be in London and the Lady 
of the Jewell there too , at your conveni-
ency informe me, what is looked for at 
my hands , in that bufineffe;  for , 1 would 
be loath to leave any thing in my houfe , 
when I die, that were not abfolutely 
mine own. I have a fervant , Tkoper,  , at 
Paulshouie , who will receive your com-
mandments, at all times. God bleffe you 
and your fonne , with the fame blefsings 
which I begge for the children , and for 
the perfon of 

Your poor friend and humble 

feivant 1n Cbr. Jef 

J. Donne. 
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To the Honourable 'Knight Sir Robert 
Karre, Gentleman of his Flisbneffes 

Bed-chamber. 

SiR , 
T Am come to that tendernefte of con-
1 fcience, that I need apardon for mean-
ing to come to Neunmnket in this weather. 
11.1 had come, I mull have asked you many 
reall pardons, for the many importunities 
that I fhould have ufed towards you. But 
fince I have divers errands thither, (except 
I belie my felf in that phrare, fince it is all 
one errand to promove mine own bufiners, 
and to receive your commands) I (hall giVe 
you but a {port refpit, fince I (hall follow 
this paper within two dayes. And ( that I 
accufe my fell, no farther then I am guilty ) 
the principal) reafon of my breaking the 
appointment of waiting upon M. knvlins 
was, that I underflood the King was from 
Napni,irket;  and for comming thither in 
the Kings abfence, 1 never heard of excuie;  

except 
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except when Butler fends a defperate Pad-
ent in a Confumption thither for good aire, 
which is an ill errand now. Befides that I 
could not well come till now, ( for there 
arc very few dayes pafl,fince I took Orders) 
there can be no loffe in my abfence except 
when I come , my Lord fhould have there- 

- 	by the leffe latitude , to procure the Kings 
r. 	Letters to Cambridge. I befecch you there-

fore , take fome occafion to refrefh that 
es 	bufineffe to his Lordlliip , by prefenting 
ut 	my name , and purpofe of comming very 
nt 	fhortly : and be content to receive me,who 

have been ever your (-avant, to the ackliti7  
on of 

vi 

CI 	37 January. 
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Your poor Chaplaine 

J. Donne. 
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To the Alght Honourable the Lord Vi[count 
of Rochefter. 

Mymofl Honourable good Lord, 

„ Frer I was grown to be your Lord-
,fhips , by all the titles that I could 

thinke upon, it bath pleated your Lordfhip 
to make another tide to me, by buying me. 
You may have many better bargaines in 
your purchafes, but never a better title then 
to me, nor any thing which you mhy call 
yours more ahlolutely and i ntirely. If there-
fore I appeare before your Lordship fome-
times in thefe Letters of thankfulneffe, is 
may be an exculable boldneffe, becaufe they 
are part of your evidences by which you 
hold me. I know there may be degrees of 
importunity even in thankfulnefle : but 
your Lordihip is got above the danger of 
ruffed ng that from Inc, or my Letters, both 
becaure my thankfulnefie cannot reach to 
the benefits already received , and because 
the favour of receiving my Letters is a new 

benefit. 
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benefit. And fince good Divines have 
made this argument againfl deniers of the 

efurre6lion , that it is eafier for God to 
recolle& the Principles, and Elements of 
our bodies, howloever they be fcattered, 
then it was at firit to create them of no, 
thing , I cannot doubt, but that any df-
ftradions or diverfions in the ways of my 
hopes , will be eafier to your Lordfhip to 
reunite, then it was to create them. Eipe-
daily fince you are already Co near per-
feting them , that if it agreed with your 
Lordfhips purpoles , I should never wifh 
other Elation, then filch as might make me 
nal, and onely 

Tour Lordfhips 

Aloft humble and devotedfeiTant 

J. Donne, 
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To the Hononrable Knight. Sir Robert 
Karre. 

S 
I Eft you fhould think your Idle too 
la much beholding to your fortune, and 
fo relie too much upon her hereafter , 
am bold to tell you , that it is not onely 
your good fortune that hath preferved you 
from the importunity of my vifits all this. 
time. For my ill fortune, which is flron-
ger , then any mans good fortune, hath 
concurred in the plot to keep us afunder , 
by infealing one in my houfe with the 
Meafels. But all that , is fo fafely over-
worne , that I dare, not onely defire to 
put my felfe into your pretence, but by 
your mediation , a little farther. For, 
efleeming my felfe, by fo good a title , as 
try Lords own words , to be under his 
providence, and care of my fortune, I 
make it the bell part of my f}udies how I 
might eafe his Lordfhip by finding out 
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fomething for my felfe. Which , becaufe I 
thinke I have done, as though I had done 
him a fery ice therein, I adventure to delire 
to fpeake with him, which I befecch you 
to advance , in addition to your many fa-
vours and benefits tope. And if you have 
occafion to fend any of your fervants to 
this town , to give me notice, what times 
are fitteft for me to waite, to injoy your fa-
vour herein. My bufineffe is of that nature, 
that loffe of time may make it much more 
difficult, and may give+courage to the ill 
fortune of 

Your boonbie fervant 

J. Donne. 

P P 3 	 To 
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To your felfi. 

SIR ,  
Make fhift to think that I prom ifed you 
this book of French Satyrs .If I did not,yet 

it may have the grace of acceptation , both 
as it is a very forward and early fruit, fince 
it comes before it was looked for , and as 
it comes from a good root , which is an 
importune defire to ferve you. Which 
fince I law iront the beginning , that I 
fhould never do in any great thing, it is 
time to begin to try now, whether by of-
ten doing little fery ices , I can come to-. 
wards any equivalence. For , except I can 
make a rule of naturall philofophy ferve 
alto in morall offices , that as the flrongell 
bodies are made of the (Mallet+ particles , Co 
the flrongeft friendfhips may be made of 
often iterating fmall officioufneffes , I fce 
can be good For nothing. Except you know 
reafon to the contrary , I pray deliver this 
Letter according to the addreffe. It bath no 
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bufineffe, nor importunity ;  but as by our 
Law , a man may be Felo de fe , if he kill 
hinnfelf, fo I think a man may be Fur de le, 
if he fleale himfelfe out of the memory of 
them , which are content to harbour 
him. And now I begin to be loath robe 
loll , fince I have afforded my felfe fome 
valuation and price, ever fince I received 
the flampe and impreflion of being 

Your Ivry humble and alp Rionate feryant 

J. Donne. 

To the HOnourable 'Knight Sir Robert Karre,, 
Gentleman of his Hitneffes bed chamber. 

SIR, 
I Have always your leave to tire my fiber- 

ty, but now I mull ufe my bondage. 
Which is my neceility of obeying a pie-
contra& laid upon me. I go to morrow to 
Camberwell a mile beyond Southwark. But 
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from this town goes with me my brother 
Sir Tho. Gr imes and his Lady, and I with 
them. There we dine well enough I war-
rant you, with his father-in-law, Sir Tho. 
Hunt. If I keep my whole promife , I fhall 
Preach both forenoon and afternoon. But 
I will obey your commandments for my 
return. If you cannot be there by i c, do 
not put your felfe upon the way : for, Sir, 
you have done me more honour, then I can 
be worthy of, in mifsing me fo diligently. 
I can hope to hear M. Moulin again : or ru-
minate what I have heretofore heard. The 
onely miffc that I {hall have is °Eche ho-
nour of waiting upon you;  which is some-
what recompenfed, if thereby you take 
occafion of not putting not your Pelf to that 
pain, to be more allured of the inabilities 
of 

/our unworthy feil,ant 

J. Donne. 
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To the Honourable Knight, Sir 
Robert Karre. 

SIR, 

I Sought you yefterday with a purpofe 
ofaccomplifhing my health, by the 

honour of killing your hands. But I finde 
by my going abroad, that as the &ft Chri-
ftians were forced to admit Tome 
Ceremonies, onely to burie the Synagogue 
with honour, fo my Feaver will have fo 
much reverence and relpeo-t, as that I muff 
keep fometimes at home. I mull there-
fore be bold to put you to the pain of con-
fidering me. If therefore my Lord upon 
your deliverie of my bit Letter, fail no-
thing to you of the purpofe thereof;  let me 
tell you now, that it was, that in obedience 
of his commandment, to acquaint him 
with any thing which might advantage 
me, I was bold to prefent that which I 
heard, which was that Sir D. Carlton was 
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likely to bee removed from Venice, to the 
States ; of which if my Lord laid nothing 
to you, I befeech you adde thus much to 
your many other Favours, to intreate my 
Lord at his bet} commodity, to afford mee 
the favour of (peaking with him. But if 
hee have already opened himfelfe fo farre 
to you, as that you may take knowledge 
thereof to him, then you may eafe him of 
that trouble of giving mee an Audience, 
by troubling your felfe thus much•more , 
as to tell him in my behalfe , and from 
mee, that though Sir D. Carlton bee not  
removed , yet that place with the States 
lying open, there is a faire field of exer-
cifing his favour towards mee, and of con-
flituting a Fortune to mee, and ( that 
which is more ) of a meanes for mee to 
doe him particular fervices: And Sir, as 
I doe throughly fubmit the end and effeft 
of all Projets to his Lordfhips will, fo 
doe I this beginning thereof , to your 
Advice and Counfell , if you thinke 
mee capable of it : as, for your owne 
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fake, I befeech you to doe, fince you have 
admitted mee for 

Your humble fervant 

J. Donne. 

To the flonowed Knight, Sir 

Robert Karre. 

S I R, 
I Amend to no purpofe, nor have any 

ule of this inchoation of health, which 
1 finde,except I precerve my roome, and 
f}ation in you. I beginne to bee pail 
hope of dying : And 1 feele that a little 
ragge of Monte Magor, which I read La 
time I was in your Chamber , hath 
wrought prophetically upon mee, which 
is, that Death came fo fail towards mee, 
that the over-joy of that recovered mee. 
Sir, I meafure not my health by my ap-
petite, but onely by my abilitie to come 
to kiffe your hands : which fince 1 can-
not hope in the cornpaffe of a few dayes, 

2 	-1 be- 
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I befeech you pardon nice both thefe in-
trufions of this Letter, and of that with-
in it . And though Schoole-men 
pute , whether a married man dying , 
and being by Miracle railed again, mull 
bee remarried ; yet let your Friendfhip , 
( which is a Nobler learning ) bee con-
tent to admit mee, after this ReFurredi-
on , to bee fill that which 1 was before, 
and 111111 ever continue, 

Your moll bumble and th.mkfi4l1 
Mar 	 Servant 

J. Donna. 

To 
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To the Honourable knight , Sir 

Robert Karre. 

SIR, 

WHen I was almoll at Court, I met 
the Princes Coach : I thinke I o-

beyed your purpofes bell therefore , in 
comming hither. I am lure I provided 
bell for my Celle thereby ;  fence my bell de-
gree of underl}anding is to bee governed 
by you. I befeech you give mee an aflig-
nation where I may wait upon you at your 
commoditie this Evening. Till the per-
formance of which commandment from 
you, I real here in the red Lion. 

Your very thankefull and al eRionate 

Servant 

J. Donne'. 

13 To 
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7o the Honourable Knight, Sir Robert K arre. 

SIR, 

T Was loth ,to bee the oncly man who 
fhould have no part in this great F efh-

vall ; I thought therefore to celebrate 
that well, by tpending fome part of it in 
your company. This made mee reek you 
againc this after.noone , though I were 
guilty to my felfe of having done fo every 
day lince your comming. 1 confeffe fuch 
an importunity is worthy to be punifhed 
with fuch a milling ;  yet, becaufe it is the 
likeliefr reparation of my Fortunes to hope 
upon Reverfions, I would be glad of that 
Title in you : that, after folemnitics , and 
bufineffcs, and pleafures be palled over, my 
time may come, and you may afford fome 
of your 'ail kifures to 

Your affectionate and humble fervant 

J: Donne. 

To 

;OZ 

4 Novemb. 
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To the Honourable Kni:ght , Sir 

ROBERT K ARR E. 

Sir, 

NT Our mans hafle gives me the advan- 
tage, that I am excufable in a short 

Letter, elfe I fhould not pardon it to my 
felfe. I limit obey your commandment of 
comming fo neare you upon Michaelmas 
day, as by a Meffage to aske you whether 
that or the next morning, bee the fittell to 
follicite your further Favour. You un-
derfland all Vertue fo well, as you may be 
pleated to call to minde what thankeful-
neffe and cervices are due to you from me, 
and beleeve them all to bee expreffed in 
this ragge of Paper, which gives you new 
affurance, that I am ever 

Tour molt humble fervant 

J. Donne. 

To 
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To your felfe. 

SIR, 

I
F I (hall never be able to do you any reall 
Cervice,yet you may make this profit of 

me , that you be hereafter more cautelous 
in receiving into your knowledge , per-
fons Co ufeleffe , and importune. But be-
fore you come to fo perfet a knowledge of 
me , as to abandon me , go forward in 
your favours to me, Co farre , as to deliver 
this Letter according to the addreffe, I 
think I fhould not come nearer his pretence 
then by a Letter : and I am litre, I would 
come no other way , but by you. Be you 
therefore pleated, by there noble favours to 
me, to continue in me the comfort which 
I have in being 

TOW very bumble and thankfal feivant 

Drury houfe, 23 Sept. 
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To the A•jght Honourable Sir Robert Karre. 

Sift, 

A Few hours after I had the honour of 
your Letter , I had another from my 

Lord of Bath and Wells, commanding 
from the King a Copy of my Sermon. I 
am in preparations of that, with diligence, 
yet this morning I waited upon his Lord-
chip, and laid up in him this truth , that of 
the B. of Canterburies Sermon, to this hour, 
I never heard fyllable, nor what way, nor 
upon what points he went : And for mine, 
it was put into that very order, in which 
I delivered it, more then two moneths 
fince. Freely to you I fay , I would I were 
a little more guilty: Onely mine innocency 
makes me afraid. I hoped for the Kings 
approbation heretofore in many of my Ser-
mons ; and I have had it. But yeilerday I 
came very near looking for thanks ; for, in 
my life, I was never in any one peece , fo 
fludious of his fervice. Therefore, excepti- 

R r 	ons 
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ons being taken , and difplealure kindled 
at this, I am afraid, it was rather brought 
thither , then met there. If you know any 
IT1 o re, fic for me, ( becaufe I hold that unfit 
for me , to appear in my Mailers fight, as 
long as this cloud hangs, and therefore, this 
day forbear my ordinary vvaiLings ) I be-
feech you to intimate it to 

Your eery bumble and very thankfullfeivant 

J. Donne. 

To the q .cg bt Honourable Sir Robert Karre, 
at Cowl. 

SIR ,  

I 
Humbly thanke you , for this continu- 
ing me in your memory, and enlarging 

me fo far , as to the memory of my Save-
raign, and (I hope) my Mailer. My Tenets 
are always , for the prefervation of the Re- 
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)e, 	juilly, acceptable in his Majeficies eare. Our 

had ever evidence in mine own obtervati. 
on, that thefe ways, were truly, as they are 

you a new real thereof, in this Letter, to I 
in thefe I fhall walke , and as I have from 

ligion I was born in , and the peace ofthe 
State, and the retifying of the Confcience;  

erfins of Honour. 

bleffed Saviour multiply unto him all blef-
fings ; Amen. 

ant 

Your very true and intire fervant in ar. jef 

J. Donne. 

), 	 To the Right Honourable Sir Robert Karre, 
at Court. 

SIR, 
Was this morning at your door, tome-

]. what early • and I am put into fuch a 
diflatic of my Lit Sermon , as that I dare 
not pra&ife any part of it, and therefore 
though I faid then , that we are bound to 

r z 	fpeake 
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fpeake aloud, though we awaken men , 
and make them froward , yet after two or 
three modell knocks at the door , 1 went 
away. Yet I underflood after , the King 
was gone abroad , and thought you might 
be gone' with him. I came to give you an 
account of that , which this does as well. 
thave now put into my Lord of Bath and 
Wells hands the Sermon faithfully exfcrci-
bed.1 beleech you be pleafed to hearken far-
ther after it;Lam HI upon my jealoufie,that 
the King brought thither fome difaffedi-
on towards me, grounded upon come o-
ther demerit of mine, and took it not from 
the Sermon. For, as Card. Cufantis writ a 
Book Gibratio iilchorani I have cribrated, 
and re cribated, and poll-cribated the Ser-
mon, and muff neceffarily fay, the King 
who hath let fall his eye upon Come of my 
Poems, never law, of'm ine, a hand, or an 
eye, or an afkerion, let down with fo much 
fludy, and diligence,and labour offyllables, 
as in this Sermon I expreffed' thofe- two 
points, which,I take.fo much to.conduce 

;:o 
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to his fervice , the imprinting of perfuafi-
bility and obedience in the fubjed, And 
the breaking of the bed of whifperers, by 
calling in a bone, of making them fulpeft 
and diflrufl one another. I remember I 
heard the old King lay of a good Sermon, 
that he thought the Preacher never had 
thought of his Sermon, till he (poke it ; it 
feemed to him negligently and extemporal. 
ly fpoken. And I knew that he had weigh-
ed every fyllable, for halfe a year before, 
which made me conclude, that the King 
had before, fume prejudice upon him. So, 
the bell of my hope is, that Come over bold 
allufions, or exprefsions in the way, might 
divert his Majefly,from vouchfafing to ob.. 
ferve the frame,and purpofe of the Sermon. 
When he fees the generall (cope, I hope his 
goodneffe will pardon collaterall efcapes.I  
intreated the B. to aske his Majefly, whe-
ther his difpleafure extended fo farre, as that 
I fliould forbear waiting, and appearing in 
his prefence ; and I bad a return , that I 
might come. Till I had that, I would not 
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offer to put my felf under your roof. To 
day I come, for that purpofe, to fay prayers. 
And if, in any degree, my health filifer it, I 
{hall do fo, to morrow. if any thing fall in-
to your oblervation before that, ( becaufe 
the B, is likely to fpeake to the King of it, 
perchance , this night ) if it amount to 
filch an increafe of difpleafure, as that it 
might be unfit for me to appear, I befeech 
you afford me the knowledge. Otherwife, 
I am likely to inquire of you perfonally, to 
morrow before nine in the morning, and 
to put into your prefence then 

Your very humble and very true, and . 
very honefl fervant to God and 

the King and you 

J. Donne. 

1 writ yeflerday to my L. Duke, by my 
L. Carlile,who affured me ofa gracious ac-
ceptation of my putting myfelf in his pro-
te Rion. 
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To the sight Honourable Sir Robert Karre, 

at Court. 

SIR, 
F I fhould refute the liberty which yoi 

I enlarge to me, of eating in your cham-
ber, you might fufpe& that I referved it for 
greater boldneffes, and would not fpend 
it in this. But, in good faith, I do not eat 
before, nor can after, till I have been at 
home ; fo much hath my this years debi-
lity difabled me,even for receiving favours. 
After the Sermon, I will Deal into my 
Coach home,and pray that my good pur-
pofe may be well accepted, and my defe&s 
gracioufly pardoned. Alen, 

Yours intirely 

J. Donne._ 

twill be at your chamber at one after noon. 
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To the Right Honourable Sir Robert Karre, 
at Court, 

S I a, 

I Purfued my ambition of having the ho-
nour to kiffeyour hands force where, 

fo farre , as to inform my felfe occafional-
ly ofmy great neighbour. And I perceive 
he is under an inundation of uncertain 
cornmers , which he cannot deveft , ex-
cept I had your leave , to fpeake plain to 
him. A fecond inconvenience is, that he is 
fo deafe , that we mull fpeak to the whole 
houfe , if we will fpeake to him. And a 
third is, that I am in a riddling, rather 
a juggling indifpofition , fail and loofe , 
and therefore dare not flirre farre. Yet Sir, 
I am not thereby unfit to receive the honor 
of teeing you here, if greater bufineffe have 
not overcome, or worn out, your for-
mer inclinableneffe to come into thefe 
quarters. If you chall be pleafed to fay to 
my man , that you will make as though 
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you dined with me to day,andcome,if your 
bufineffe require your going to his Lord-
fhip , you may dine with him , after you 
have failed with me. To day, or any day, 
which may be more yours, 1 aske it of 
you with all earncaneffe , on this fide im-
portunity, which is the deteaation of 

Your buniblefl and tbankfidlefl ferVant 

J. Donne. 

To the gight-  Honourable Si, Robert Karre; 
at Court. 

St R,  

THis morning I have received a figni-: 
fication from my Lord Chamber-

laine , that his Majefly hath commanded 
to morrows Sermon at S. James;  And that 
it is in the after-noon ; ( for , into my 
mouth there muff not enter the word,after-
dinner,  , becauCe that day there enters no 

S f 	dinner 
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dinner into my mouth.) Towards the 
time oldie fervice, 1 asks your leave, that I 
may hide my Idle in your out-chamber. 
Or if buiineffe, or privateneffe, or compa-
ny make that inconvenient, chat you will 
be pleafed to alligne Come fervant of yours 
to thew me the Clofet, when I come to 
your chamber. I have no other way there, 
but you ; which I fay not, as though I had 
not aflurance enough therein , but becaule 
you have too much trouble thereby;  nor I 
have no other end there , then the Pulpit : 
you arc my ilation, and chat my exaltation;  
And in both, 1 flialt cvcr cndcvour, to kccp 
you from being lorry for having thought 
well of,or being afhamed of having certi-
fied well for 

Tour poo and vny true 

firvant in Chr.  

j. Donne: 

To 
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To the Honourable Knight Sir Robert Karre, 
at Court. 

SIR ,  
Have obeyed the formes of our Church 
of Pauls fo much, as to have been a fo-

lemn Chrif}mas man, and tryed conclufi-
ons upon my felfe , how I could fit out the 
liege of new faces, every dinner. So that I 
have not Been the B. in Come weeks. And 
I know not whether he be in cafe, to afford 
that privacy, which you jufily defire. This 
day, I am in my bondage of entertaining. 
Suppers I prefume,are inconvenient to you. 
But this evening I will fpie upon the B. and 
give you an account to morrow morning 
of his difpofition ; when, if he cannot be 
intire to you, fence you are gone fo farre 
downwards in your favours to me,be plea-
fed to purfue your humiliation to farre as 
to chute your day, and either to fuller the 
folitude of this place, or to change it, by 
fuck company, as thatl waite upon you, 

S f z 	and 
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and come as a vifitor and overfeer of this 
Hofpitall of mine, and dine or flip at this 
miferable chezmey. 

Tour bumblefl and tbankfulle fife; pant 

4 Fan. 1626. 

To my Noble friend Mr's Cokain at 
Afhburne. 

My Arobh.g ffipr, 

1101.1.1t that it is fweetned by your. 
JO command, nothing could trouble me 
more, then to write of my felf. Yet, if I 
would have it known, I mull write it my 
felf ; for,I neither tell child ren,nor fervants, 
my (late. I have never good temper, nor 
good pulfe, nor good appetite, nor good 
fleep. Yet, I have fo much leafure to recol-
lea my fell, as that I can thinke I have been 
long thus, or often thus. I am not alive, 

becaufe 

J. Donne. 
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becaufe I have not had enough upon me to 
kill me, but becaufe it pleafes God to paffe 
me through many infirmities before he 
take me either by thole particular remem-
brances, to bring me to particular repen-
tances, or by them to give me hope of his 
particular mercies in heaven. Therefore 
have I been more atiefted with Coughs in 
vehemence, more with deafeneffe , more 
with toothach, more with the vurbah,then 
heretofore. All this mellows me for hea-
ven, and lo ferments rue in this world, as I 

need no long concoaion in the grave, 
but hafien to tile rdsurreaion. Not onely 
to be nearer that grave, but to be nearer to 
the fervice of the Church, as long as I fhal 
be able to do any, I purpofe, God willing, 
to be at London, within a fortnight after your 
rcceit of this, as well becaufe I am under 
the obligation of preaching at Pauls upon 
Candlemas day,as becaufe I know nothing 
to the contrary, but that I may be called to 
Court, for Lent service ; and my witneffe 
is in heaven, that I never left out S.Dunflans, 
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when I was able to do them that fervice;  
nor will now ; though they that know the 
flare of that Church well, know that I am 
not fo bound, as the world thinks,to preach 
there;  for, I make not a fhilling profit of 
S. Dunflatis as a Church man, but as my L. 
of Vorfet gave me the leafe of the Impropri-
anion, for a certain rent, and a higher rent, 
the my predeceflor had it at. This I am fain 
to fay often, bccaufe they that know it not, 
have defamed me, of a defeetivenefs to-
wards that Church ;  and even that mil-ta-
king of theirs I ever have, and ever (hall en-
devour to reaifir, by ac often preaching 
there,as my condition of body will admit. 
All our company here is well, but not at 
home now,when I write;  for, left I fhould 
not have another return to London, before 
the day of your Carrier,I write this,and real 

x5 Jan.163 0. 
Abrey-hatch. Your Very affiElionate fervant , 

and friend, and brother 

J. Donne. 
THE END. 
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heartiefl repentance.And in the pleafures of 
this life, it is better that the variety of the 
pleafiires give us the tafte and appetite to 
it, then a fowre and fad interruption quic-
ken our flomackifor then we live by Phy-
lick. I wifh therefore all your happineffes 
fuch as this intire, and without flaw, or 
fpot ofdifcontentment;  and fuch is the love 
and fervice of 

Strand S. Peters 	Your humbleft and afeEtionateft 
day at 4. 	 fervant J. D. 

To the fame. 

MADAME, 

THis letter which I fend enclofed hath- 
been yours many moneths, and hath 

languifhed upon my table for a paffage fo 
long, that as others fend news in their let-
ters, I fend an antiquity in mine. 1 durfl 
not tear it, after it was yours : there is fome 
facriledge in defacing any thing confecrated 
to you, and fome impiety to defpaire that 
any thing devoted to you fliould not be re- 
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fo Philofophers, and fo all feds of Chri-
flians, after long difputations and contro-
verfies, have allowed many things for po-
fitive and dogmatical' truths which are not 
worthy of that dignity ; And fo many 
doftrines have grown to be the ordinary 
diet and food of our fpirits, and have place 
in thepap of Catechifmes, which were ad-
mitted but as Phyfick in that prefent di-
flemper, or accepted in a lazie wearinefs, 
when men, fo they might have fomething 
to relic upon, and to excule themfelves 
from more painful' inquifition,never never exa-
mined what that was.To which indifpofi-
tion of ours, the Caluills are fo indulgent, 
as that they allow a confcience to adhere to 
any probable opinion againf a more pro-
bable, and do never binde him to feck out 
which is the more probable, but give him 
leave to diffemble it and to depart from 
it, if by mil-chance he come to know it. 
This, as it appears in all fciences , fo moll 
rnanifeilly in Phyfick, which for a long 
time confidering nothing, but plain curing 

C 3 	and 
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vvhdoever will adhere to the way of pro. 
pagation, can never evi6t neceffarily and 
certainly a naturall immortality in the foul, 
if the foul refult out of matter, nor- fhall he 
ever prove that all mankind hath any more 
then one foul : as certainly of all beafls, if 
they receive filch fouls as they have from 
their parents ,every fpecies can have but one 
foul. And they which follow the opinion 
ofinfufion from God,and ofa new creation 
(which is now the more common opinion) 
as they can very hardly defend the dodrin of 
original fin (the foul is forced to take this in-. 
fe1ion,and comes not into the body of her 
own difpofition ) fo fhall they never be 
able to prove that all thole whom we fee in 
the fhape of men have an immortall and 
reafonable foul, becaufe our parents are as 
able as any other fpecies is to give us a foul 
of growth and of fenfe, and to perform all 
vital! and animall fun6tions. And fo with-
out infufion of filch a foul may produce a 
creature as wife and well difpofed as any 
hone or Elephant, of which degree many 

whom 

er 
d-
ip 

ch 
he 
sir 

ill 
Fe-
ch 
Ire 

of 

ier 

en 
is. 
es 

)a- 
es 

:h 

or 



60 	 Letters to feverall 

upon Thurfday, and therefore I will make an 
end of this Letter, and perfet it then. I 
doubt my Letters have not come duly to 
your hand, and that I writing in my dun-
geon of Mtchim without dating, have made 
the Chronologie and fequence of my Let-
rers perplexed to you ; how foever you (hall 
not be rid of this Ague of my Letters, 
though perchance the fit change daies. I 
have received in a narrow compaffe three 
ofyours, one with the Catalogue of your 
Books, another I found here left WI Sater-
day by your man, and this which he 
brought me this morning. Sir, I dare fit 
no longer sin my waftcoat, nor have any 
thing worth the danger of a relapfe to 
write. I owe you fo much of my health, as 
I would not mingle you in any occafion of 
repairing it, and therefore here ask leave to 
kiffe your hands, and bid you good mor, 
row and farewell 

Tour very•true friend and ferviost 
Donne. 
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211 the experiments olpouders,anddryings, 
and waterings to dircover Lome lines which 
appeared not;  becaufe it is impoifible that 
a Letter fhould come From me, with fuch 
an ungrateful) silence. 

Your very true poor friend and 
fervant and lover 

J. Donne. 

This day begins a fliflory,of which I doubt not but 
II/mil write more to you before I leave this town. Mon-
flew de R ohan, a pofon for birth, next beife to the 
1(ingdorne of Navar, after the Icings children, •(if the 
Icing of Spa int mere weary ofit ) and for a1)  'awe, 
Tonne in' la‘ w to D. Sally, and 01 breeding in t elvais 
and elate, the moll remarkable man of the gelig.  ion, 
being Governour of S. Jean d' Angeli , one oftbe 
7110:ft important towns which they of the kligion bold 
for thei Tccurity, finding that form diflajls between the 
Lieutenant and the Maior of the town, and him, weie 
dangeroifly fomented by great perfOns „flole f om Court, 
rode pool to the town and removed theft two perfons. 
Heje nt his ft eretau , _and another . dependent of his to 
give the Qzen fans faRzon, whos fo far from i ecei-
:rin,3 it, that his meffengers are committed to the 
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another gives the perfedion : fo is no man 
vertuous by particular example. Not he 
that cloth all actions to the pattern of the 
moll valiant, or liberal!, which Hiflories 
afford : nor he which chutes from every 
one their bell adions, and thereupon doth 
fomething like thole. Perchance filch may 
be in via perficienclortn, which Divines al-
low to Monaft i call life, but not perfeEtorum, 
which by them is only due to Prelacy. For 
vertue is even,and continuall,and the lame, 
and can therefore break nowhere, nor ad-
mit ends, nor beginnings : it is not only 
not broken, but not tyed together. He is 
not vertuous, out of whole ations you can 
pick an excellent one. Vice and her fruits 
may be Peen, becaufe they are thick bodies, 
but not vertue, which is all 1 ight, and vices 
have fvvellings and fits, and noile, becaule 
being extreams, they dwell far alunder, and 
they maintain both a forein war againft 
vertue, and a civil againfl one another, and 

Soveraignty, as vertue doth lociety. 
-The later Phyfitians fay, that when our 
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yes, as tome poilons, and Come medicines, 
hurt nor, nor profit, except the creature in 
which they refide, contribute their lively 
adivit ie,and vigor ; fo,much of the know-
ledge buried in Books periIheth, and be-
comes ineffeauall, if it be not applied, and 
refrefbed by a companion, or friend.Much 
of their goodnelle, path the fame period, 
which come Phyficians of Italy have ob-
ferved to be in the biting of their rarento/a, 
that it affeas no longer, then the flie lives. 
For with how much defire we read the pa-
pers of any living now, (efpecially friends) 
which we would fcarce allow a boxe in 
our cabinet, or fhelf in our Library, if they 
were dead ? And we do juilly in it, for the 
writings and words of men prelim, we 
may examine, controll, and expollulate, 
and receive fatisfadion from the authors ; 
but the other we mull beleeve,or diCcredit ; 
they preterit no mean. Since then at this 
time, I am upon the f}age, you may be con-
tent to hear me. And now that perchance I 
have brought you to it, (as Thom,Badger did 
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1 20 	 Letters to Toverall 

To Sir H. Wootton. 

S I R, 

THat which is at fira but a vifitation, 
and a 	office, comessu;c1.1y to 

bea haunting, and an uncivil) importunity: 
my often writing might be lubjed to filch 
a mifinterprecation, if it were not to you, 
who as you know that the affection which 
fuggefts and d i daces them, is ever one, and 
continual) , and uninterrupted ; may be 
pleated to think my Letters fo too, and that 
all the pieces make but one long Letccr,and 
fo I know you would not grudge co read 
any intire book of mine, at that pace, as 
you do my Letters, which is a leafe a week: 
efpecially fuch Letters as mine, which (per-
chance out of the dulneffe of the place ) are 
fo empty of any relations, as that they op-
preffe not your meditations, nor difcourfe, 
nor memory. You know that for aire we 
are lure we apprehend and enjoy it , but 
when this aire is rarified into fire,we begin 
to dilpute whether it be an element, or no: 

fo 
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fo when Letters have a convenient hand-
fome body of news, they are Letters ; but 
when they are fpun out of nothing, they are 
nothing, or but apparitions , and ghofls, 
with fuch hollow founds, as he that hears 
them, knows not what they laid: You ( I 
think) and I am much of one fea in the 
Philofophy of love ;  which though it be 
directed upon the minde,doth inhere in the 
body, and find piety entertainment there:fo 
have Letters for their principal) office, to be 
feals and teftimonies of mutuall affe4tion, 
but the marerialls and fuel) of them fhould 
be a confident and mutuall communicating 
of thofc things which we know. How 
)Ball I then who know nothing write Let-
ters? Sir, I learn knowledge enough out of 
yours to me. Hearn that there is truth 
and firmneffe and an earnefinefs of doing 
good alive in the worldiand therefore,fince 
there is fo good company in it, I have not 
fo much defire to go out of it, as I had, if 
my fortune would afford me any room in 
it. You know I have been no coward, nor 
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opinion. I took fo good contentment  in 
the fafhion which my L. Chancellor M-ed 
towards me,that out of a voluptuous loath-
nelfe to let that mite go out of my mouth, 
I forbear to make any further tryall in that 
bufineffe till the King come into there quar-
ters. So that, Sir,I am here in place to lave 
you, if either I be capable of your corn-
mandements, or this town give any thing 
worth the writing. As often as you fee 
your noble friend, and her good fifer, al-
low my name a room in your dircourle, it 
is a lhort one,and you will loon have done. 
But tell them not my deli re to do them ler-
vice, for then you engage your (elfin a lon-
ger dif-courle, then I am worthy. Only in 
purfilic of your commandment 1 lent the 
Paquet to the Poff, for in mine own un-
derflanding , there fliould appear final' 
hope of arriving bv that way, except you 
know otherwife that the LL. mean to 
make Tome flay in their return, in thole 
parts : but the Letter is brought back a-
gain,for the Poll went away yellerday, and 
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