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THE PORCUPINE*X

HE name given to this animal in moft
European languages leads to the notion
that it is a hog covered with Driftles, though it
has no refemblance to the hog but in the grunt=

* The porcupine has two cutting teeth in each jaw 3 the body
s covered with long, hard, and fharp quils, and the upper fip is
divided, The crefted porcupine has a long creft on the top of
the head, reclining backward, and formed of fif brifles. The
body is covered with long quills; thofe on the hind part of the
body being mine inches in length, very fharp at the ends, and varied
with black and white. Between the quills are a few hairs. The
head, belly, and legs are covered with firong briftes, terminated
with foft hair of a dulky colour. The whifkers are long, and the.

four toes before, and five behind-

i hore, and covered with quills. * The length, from nofe

o til, is two feet, and that of the tail four inches; Pennan’s
Syopf of Quad. p. 262.

In Greek and Latin, Hyrix ; in Arabic, Tur-ban, according to
Dr. Shaws in German, Stachelfchoscins in Ttalian, Porco fpingo;
in Spanih, Pusrco- gfpino; in French, Pore-epic.

Hyfiix; Plin,Jib. il ¢, 35. Gefuer. Quad. p. $63. Raii Synepf:
Quad. p.206.

Porc-cpics Mo pour Servir & Pl des Animas, part.iic
.33 tab. 41

Hyllrix orientalis criflata; Seba, tom.i. p. 79. tab. 1. fig. 1+
Tn Sebw’s figure, there are only three toes on the hind feet, inflead
of five

Hyftrix capite criftato; Brifon. Quad. p. 85

Hyltrix criftata, palmis tetradadtylis, plandis pentadadlylis,
eapite criftato, cauda abbreviata; Lywn. Syf. Nat. p.76. Hafel-
qui. Tin. . 290,

x3 ing




70 THE PORCUPINE,

ing noife it makes, I differs from the Tog g
much as any other quadruped, both in figure
and internal firu@ure.  Inftead of a long head,
Farnifhed with long cars, armed with tufks, and
terminated by a foout ; inftead of cloven feet,
covered with hoofs, like the hog ; the porcu=
pine has a fhort head, like the beaver, two large
cutting teeth in each jaw, no tutks or caning
teeth, the upper lip divided like that of the hare,
round flat ears, and feet armed with claws. Iny
fread of a large fomach with an appendix fhapel
fike a cowl, which, in the hog, feems to form
the fhade between the ruminating and other
quadrupeds, the porcupine has only a fimple fio
mach and a large cecum. The parts of genes
ration are not apparent, as in the boar ; and the
teflicles are hid in the groins. From thefe cha
radters, joined to the fhort tail, the long whifker,
and the divided lip, we may conclude that the
porcupine makes a nearer approach to the haw
or the beaver than to the hog,  The hedge-hog,
which, like the porcupine, is armed with prickles
has a greater refemblance to the hog; for ity
muzzle is long, and terminates in a kind of faout
But, all thefe refemblances being flight, and
the differences confpicuous, the parcupine uts
queftionably conftitutesa particular fpecies,totaly
diftiné from that of the hedge-hog, the beaver,
the hare, or any other animal ta which fancy
may compare i

Travellers
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Travellers and naturalifts have attributed to
the porcupine the faculty of darting its quills to
a diftance, and with fuch force as to infli& deep
wounds: They have likewife faid, that the quills,
swhen feparated from the body of the animal,
poflefs the extraordinary power of penctrating,
by their own proper exertion, deeper into the
fleth, as foon as their points have entered. This
laft fact is purely imaginary, and the firft is
cqually falfe as the fecond. The error feems to
have originated from this circumftance, that the
porcupine, when inritated, eredls and moves his
quills ; and, as fome of them are attached to
the fiin by a delicate pedicle only, they cafily
fall off.  We have examined living porcupines,
and, though violently agitated, we aever faw
them difcharge their quills like darts. It is not
a litde furprifing, therefore, that the graveft
authors, both andient * and modern f, as well

as

o Arift Hif. Anim. Jb. ix. cap. 39, Plin, Hift. Nat. lib. v

‘Oppian. de Venatione.
s, iy the anatomifls of the academy of eiences,
and fhortett, eafily parted from the

ched toit than the others.
he quills which the porcupin againtt dhe hunters, by
dogs do when they come out of the water.
fame manner, remarks, that the porcupine is
srow, which he employs
ira PHb. des nimass,
rovince of the poet; and

d
himfelf the bow,
againt the hunte

som. i, p. 114 Netr,

Thercfore Claudian merits no reproach. But the aatomifts of the

academy fhould not have adopted this fuble, which shey feem to
have
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as the moft fenfible travellers *, fhould join i
giving their fuffrages to a falfehood. = Some of
them tell us, that they themfelves have been
wounded by thefe darts : Others affirm, that the
quills are difcharged with fuch violence as o
pierce a plank at the diftance of feveral pacest,
"The marvellous always augments and  gathers
force in proportion  to the number of heads
through which it paffes.  Truth, on the cone
trary, lofes in performing the fame route. Nots
withftanding the abfolute negative I have ftamp.
ed on thefe two fiGtions, I am perfuaded that it
will fill be repeated by a thoufand future
writers, that the porcupine darts his quills, and
that thefe quills, when feparated from the ani-
mal, penetrate decper, by their own proper ex-
ertion, into the bodies which they have once
entered J.

Have done for no other purpofe than that of quot

from their own account, ic appears that the
al off when he e
i 56. Al

ters, lare

T8 e ol any o s i
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The porcupine, though originally a native of
the warmeft climates of Aftica and India, can
exift and multiply in colder countries, fuch as
Perlia, Spain, and Ttaly. Agricola remarks,
that the porcupine was not tranfported into Eu=
rope long before his time. It is found in Spain,
and more commonly in Italy, particularly in
the Apennine mountains i  the environs of
Rome. It was from this laft place that M. Mau~
duit, who, fimulated by his love of natural hif-
tory, fent us the porcupine which M. Dauben=
ton. has deferibed.  We have given the figure
of this Talian poreupine, as well as. that of
India. The flight differences between them de=
pend on the climate, or perhaps they are only
individual varietics.

rat could dart their qills. Their ufual method. of de-
near W.m. ckly, and gorc him with the ere@ted
Viocems

v s P
)y that the porcupine darts his quills :
T only fays, that this animal, when he meets with (rr“m((

inft whom he carrcs on a perpetual war,

w what we believe 1o be
flomach of the porcupine, different kinds of bezoar ar

Some of thefe are cnly 3 mafs of roots cnveloped with a cruft;
others, which are fm e compofed of picces of
frae and s 1 nd b (. Kind, which exceed. ot h
fize of a nut, appear to be real petrifadions. We have no doube
25 t0 the truth of thefe falts 5 for we found  bezoar of the firk
kind, or an egagropilus, in the flomach of a porcupine which was
fent t0 us from Italy.

Ariftotle,
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Ariftotle, Pliny, and all the naturalifts, tell u
chat the porcupine, like the bear, conceals il
during the winter, and brings forth in tiny
days. Thele 205 we have not been able t
afeertain 3 andiitis fingular, that, in Ttaly, where
the animal is common, and where, at all periods
there have been learned philofopbers and acue
obfervers, no man has ever written its hiftory,
On this fubje@, as well as on many others, Al
drovandus has only copied Gefner; and the Gens
demen of the Academy, who have defcribed and
diffected cight porcupines, fay litdle or nothing
concerning their ceconomy and manners. Ve
only learn from the teftimony of travellers, and
of thofe who keep the porcupine in menageries
that, in a domellic flate, it is neither wild nor
ferocious, but only anxious for liberty ; and
that, by the affiftance of its fore teeth, whichare
firong and fharp, like thofe of the beaver, it uls
wood, and pierces the door of its cage*. We
likewife know, that it is cafily fed upon crumbs
of bread, cheefe, and fruits; that, in a ftate f
liberty, it lives upon roots and wild feeds; that
when it gets admiffion to a_garden, it maka
great havock, and devours all kinds of pot-herbs

with avidity ; that, like moft other animals, it

 There are porcupines i ey They grow to the
height of two or two and a t, and their are o
fharp and ffrong that o ot refit them. I put onein
2 barrel, imagining ths a ntly fecured : But, in one
ight, i guawed through the wood, and ma pe ;s Vyege

4 Bnan, 3. 253+
becomes
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becomes fat about the end of fummer; and
shat its flefh, though fomewhat infipid, is not
bad to eat.

By examining the form, fubftance, and orga~
nization of the quills, we eafily perccive that
they are tubes, and only want vanes to be real
feathers, From this circumftance, the porcupine
conflitutes the fhade between quadrupeds and
birds, The quills, particalarly thofe near the
tail, make a noife by fhriking each other when
the animal walks. He can clevate or deprefs
his quills, as the peacock raifes or’lowers the
feathers of his tail. Hence the mufcular part
of the fkin is capable of ading with force, and.
its ftrucure is nearly the fame with that of fome
birds. We have marked thele relations, though
not very apparent. It is always fixing one
point in Nature, who often efcapes our e~
fearches, and feems, in her productions, to
fpore with thofe who with o cultivate her ace

qu:\i ntance,
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