1z OF BURNET?, &

the furface of the prefent earth fhould be full
of mountains, gulfs, phins, and irregularitics
of every kind.

This fpecimen is fufficient to give an idea of
Burnet’s fyflem. It is an elegant romance, a
book which may be read for amufement, but
cannot convey any inftruction. - The author was
ignorant of the chicf phwnomena of the carth,
and 2 man of no obfervation. He has drawn
every thing from imagination, which often adls
both againtt truth and reafon.
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Or this author it may be faid, that he want-
ed to build an immenfe edifice upon a
foundation lefs firm than fand, and to conftruct
a world with duft; for, he afferts, that the carth,
at the time of the deluge, fuffered a total diffo~
lution. In perufing his book, the firft idea which
prefents itfelf is, that this diffolution was cffeted
by the waters of the great abyfs. He alleges,
that, at the command of God, the abyfs fudden-
ly opened, and diffufed fiich an enormous quan=
tity of water on the furface, as was fufficient
to cover the tops of the higheft mountains ; and
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114 OF WOODWARD's

et God fufpended the law of cohefion, which
inftantly reduced every folid fubftance into a
powder, &, e did not confider, that, by
Thele fuppofitions, Tic added. to the miracle of
the niverfl deluge many other miracles, or,
at leat, phyfical impoffibilties, which accord
Acither aith the friptures, nor with the prin-
iples of mathematics and of natual philofophy.
Bt as this author has the merit of colle@ting
many important obfervations, and as he knew
patte than any former writer the materials of
which the globe is compofed, his fyftem, though
11 conecived and sworfe arranged, has feduced,
by the ufse of a few fsking fads, many weak
s into a beief of his general conclufions.

Il now give a fhort view of his theo=
ry, by T we will be enabled to do juftice ‘[0
The merit of the author, and put the reader in
a condition to judg of the ‘u(ﬂiiy of his {yl~
tent,a Hood of fome of his remarks.
Mr. Woodward informs us, that he recognifed

his own eyes all the m terials of \\']\}d\
h in England is compofed, from the fur-
f to the greateft depths that had been dug;
that they were all difpofed in beds, or ftrata
and that, in many of thefe beds, there are fhells

and other produdions of the

of the fame ma-
inthe
plains,
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plains, and in fome particular parts, but on the
higheft mountains, in the deepeft pits, and in an
infinite number of different places, He obferved,
that the beds were all horizontal, and placed
over each other, like matters tranfported by the
waters, and depofited in the form of fediment.
‘Thefe general remarks, which are founded in
truth, are followed with fome particular obfer~
vations, by which he demonftrates, that the fof~
fil fhells incorporated with the ftrata are real fea-
fhells, and not peculiar minerals, or /ufis na=
e, .

To thefe obfervations, though patly made
before him, he has added others of a more fuf~
picious nature. He afferts, that the materials of
the different firata are arranged according to
their fpecific gravities.
confiftent with truth: For we every day fee
folid rocks placed above clay, fand, pit-coal, bi-
tumen, and other comparatively light bodies.
1f, indegd, it were uniformly found, through
the whole carth, that the upper firatum was bi-
tumen, followed fucceffively by firata of chalk,
marl, clay, fand, ftone, marble, arid metals,
it would, in that cafe, be probable that all thofe
materials had been pr
this our author affirms with confidence, though
the moft fuperficial obforvér needs only his eyes
to convince him, that heavy firata are often
found above light ones; and, confequently, that
thefe fediments could not be depofited at ¢
fame time, but muft have been tranfported and

H2 depofited




16  OF WOODWARD
depolited by the ocean at fuceeffive petiods. As
{his is the foundation of Woodward's fyftem,
and is manifelly falfe, we fhall follow him no
farther than to fhow how an erroneous prin-
ciple produces falfe relations and bad conclu=
fions.

All the firata which compofe the earth, fays
our author, from the tops of the higheft moun-
tains to the deepeft mines, are placed according
to their refpedtive fpecific gravities. Hlence, he
concludes, the whole muft have been in a flate
of diffolution, and precipitated at the fame time.
But at what time, in what menftruum, was it
diffolved? In the water, fays Mr. Woodward,
and at the time of the deluge, But there is not
water enough on the globe to produce this ef-
fedt; for there is more carth than water ; and
the bottom of the fea itfelf is carth. Very well,
he replies: But there is enough of water in the
central parts of the carth ; and nothing more

wanting than to beftow on it the power of
diffolying every terreftsial fubftance, except fe
fhells ; to find a proper method of making the
vaters retura to the abyfs; and to mak
this correfpond with the hiftory of the deluge.
Behold a fyftem, of which the author could
not “prevail ‘on himfelf to form a dopbe; for,
when it was objected to him, that water could
not diffolve water, rocks, and metals, efpeci=
ally in forty days, the time of the’ waters re
z on the earth; he replied fimply, that
the event, however, did heppen,  When it was
demanded
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demanded of him, how the waters of the abyfs
could diffolve the whale carth, and yet preferve
the fhells? He anfiwered, that he never proved
that this water was a diffolvent ; but that, from
fadks, it was clear that the carth had been dif-
folved, and that the thells were preferved. Laft-
ly, When it was demonfirated to him, that his
fyftem was ufelefs, as it was neither fupported
by reafon nor by facts, he faid, We had only to
fuppofe that, at the time of the deluge, the laws
of gravity and of cohefion were fuddenly ftop-
ped, and, upon this fuppofition, the diffolution
of the ancient world admitted of an eafy expla-
nation. But, it was obferved tohim, if the force
of cohefion was fufpended, Why were not the
thells diffolved along with thereft? Here he gave
a harangue o the organization of fhells and of
animal bones, tending to prove that their tex-
ture was fibrous, and different from that of mi-
nerals; that their cohefion was likewife differ-
ent; and that, after all, we have only to fuppofe
that the powers of gravity and of cohefion did
not entirely ceale, but that they were diminithed
to fiich a degree, as ciabled them to diffolve the
parts of minerals, but not thofe of animals. I
fhall conclude with remarking, that our author’s
philofophy was not equal to his talent for obfer-
vation ; it is therefore unnecelfary to give a for-
mal refutation of abfurd notions, efpecially when
they procced upon conjectures which are con-
trary both to the laws of probability and of me-
chanics.
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