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| Mrs. Spikes recalls.

REMEMBER OLD EMMA —
Ralls that died nearly 50 years ago, is recalled fondly hy
Mrs. Nellie Witt Spikes of Ralls, who lived there as a girl:
Here she examines a ledger kept by her father, J ohn Spikes,
who ran a genera] store in Old Emma.

Old Emma, a town south of

*

OLD EMMA RECALLED

By MRS. J. P. NELSUN

he-dJournal Cor

RALLS — Old Emma was a
good girl, always ready to treat
a sick cowboy, shoe a horse,
vend bzcon and beans or give
ouf legal advice.

She neyer saw a car,
plane or a frain.

In fact, it was not seeing a
train that killed her. She died in
1910 at the age of 19.

Old Emma was, as all old-
timers hereabauts know, a thriv-
ing town about five miles south
of here. It had a courthouse, a
doctor, a general store, a law-
ver, a newspaper and just about
everything to keep a town alive
and growing.

Except a railroad. The tracks
went by a few miles north of[°
her, through Ralls, which inher-
ited most of her estate.

Little Left Today
Mrs. Nellie Witt Spikes,
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. John
Spikes, recalls Old Emma fond-
ly. She moved there in 1894 with
her parents as a girl and lived
there until 1908.
Almost nothing is left of Old
Emma today. Mrs. Spikes can
point fo one old well — “the
judge’s’” — hehind a farmhouse
built after Old Emma's demise.

“About half the town used to
get water from that well. The
other half got if from a well
by the courthouse."

Children Straightened Nails
The courthouse was Old Em-
ma's pride and joy. Originally

an air-

| built in 1888 in Estacado, a fown

north of Lorenzo also dead and
gone, it was dismantled, maved

| and re-erected in Old Emma in
| 1901.

“The same nails were used,"”
“Children
were put to work straightening
the bent ones.”

~ The courthouse had more than
one use. Mrs. Spikes remembers
the town’s churches held reviv-
als there.

Most regular church services
— four denommatmns — were
held in the sechoclhouse.

Editor John W. Murray pub-
lished the Crosby County News
in' the basement of his home,
Mrs. Spikes reealls, and Dr.

N B} B

W. Carter treated the area’s ill.
‘Mprs. Spikes can point to two
af Old Emma’s homes, moved

. 1

‘peared Wednesday

Town Missed Train, ]Dled
As Result, Pioneer Says

to Ralls as 0Old Emma died.'

And, of ecourse, the fown's
cemetery, west of the cﬂd town-
site, remains.

But 0ld Emma helself — who
was she?

Mrs. Spikes has the answer.

The town was named for Em-
ma Sevall, a Missouri girl who
married H. . Huine, one of the
| town's founders, Hume maved
to Old Emma from Estacado,
as did many of the town’s resi-
dents, and ran a store in hoth
places. He sold out before the
town died, and moved away.

“As we all did,"”” Mrs. Spikes
adds, half regretfully.

For, as the area’s oldtimers
can tell you, Old Emma was a
good old girl.

BY'PARENTS

Mother’s Day
Appeal Made
To Lost Boys

HANNIBAL, Mo. (UPIL} —The

iparents of ftwo eof 'three bhoys

from Mark Twain counftry
missing since last Wednesday
went before television cameras
Sunday' night and pleaded for
their sons to return, if they
could.

“Joey, Bill,"” saig Mrs. Helen
Hoag, “if you can hear your
mother wherever you are,
please come home, We won't
punish you. We love you too
much.

“Make this a good mother's
day for me. Please come
home.” : L

Missing Since Wednesday

The  father  -then  spoke:
“Please let us know where
you're at. Come home or let us
know where you are and we’ll
come get you, We love you."

Their  sons, Joseph, 13,
William, 11, and another boy,
Edwin Craig Dowell, 14, disap-
afternoon -
after coming home from school,
changing clothes and lighting

J.|out for what was believed to be

an afternoon of exploring some
of the numerous caves near this
historic port on the Mississippi

River,
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