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; TEXAS- "E‘efésﬁé Star State.”’

Indian, “Tachies”—signifies ‘“friends.”

Historical.— Upper Rio Grande visited by Spaniards,
1380-83 3 various Spanish missions established among the
Tndians, 1583-1794. First white settlement made by French
under La Salle at Lavaca, 1685. Country formed part of the
Spanish province of Mexico. Declared its independence of
Spain and with Coahuila formed a state of Mexico, 1827.
doceded from Mexico, March 2, 1836. Battle of San Jacinto
fought April 21, 1836. Independent-republic 1836 to 1845, when
it was annexed to the United. States and admitted to the
{"njon. The fifteenth State in order of admission. Seceded,
February, 1861; re-admitted, 1870. Present Constitution
adopted, 1876.

Area.—Largest State in the Union; total area, 265,780 square
miles- or 167,865,600 acres; land, 262,290 square miles; water,
4,490; extreme breadth, 825 miles; length, 740. Counties, 246.

Physical Features.—Surface slopes from northwest to
southeast and is exceedingly varied. State comprises a moun-
tainous region west of the Pecos River; high, treeless plains
—including the Llano Estacado (Staked Plains)—of the north-
west: a central hilly region; the prairie country; and the low
coast region, Greatest altitude, Chanalis and Guadelupe
Mountains, 7,500 to 9,000 feet. Coast line along Gulf of Mexico
about 400 miles. Prineipal rivers, Rio Grande, Red, Sabine,
Colorado, Trinity, Brazos, and Canadian. p

Forests.—Eastern Texas a great timber belt. Its extensive
an’ important source of -wealth.
Astimated forest area, 64,000 square miles. Among Southern

| States Texas ranks next to Arkansas in wvalue of output of

lumber and shingles. Shipments to foreign ports, 1896,
23,185,656 feet, value $262,911 Coastwise shipments, 8,368,072
feet. Yellow pine cut first six months,1898, 129,338,635 feet.

Climate mild and healthful except occasionally in low-
lands along the coast. Texas most healthful of the States
bordering the Guif. Summers long; continuous heat tem-
pered by cool breezes from the Gulf. Winters genial; ocea-
sional *“Northers” bring severe weather: cold of short dura-
tion; numerous winter health resorts due to delightful winter
season. Coast, central, and eastern sections well watered;
western section extremely dry. Mean annual rainfall at San
Antonio, 29.7 inches; mean annual temperature, 68.8 deg.; high-
est, 108 deg.; lowest, 6 deg. above. |

Agriculture the principal pursuit; cotton the leading crop
Texas surpassing all other States in production. ‘Other staples
~orn and wheat. Sugar cane cultivated successfully, planta-

‘ons chiefly on Brazos River; area under culture, 1897-8, 5.000
seres. Tobacco-growing a profitable pursuit; special attention
iven to cigar leaf tobacco; acreage increased from 600 acres
T 1897 to 4,000 acres in 1898. Area devoted to market-garden-
ing in Pecos Valley and along the Gulf Coast increasing stead-
ly; occupation important. Farm products: Cotton, 1898,
7,164,175 acres, 2,822,408 bales, value 886,298,665, Corn, 3,973,000
acres, 99,325,000 bushels; winter wheat, 614,000 acres, 11,052,000
hushels; oats, 639,000 acres, 23,004,000 bushels. Hay, 1897, 305,145
acres, yield, 427,203 tons, value $3,097,222; potatoes 13,162 acres,
789,720 “bushels, valuc $i50,234. Sugar cane, 1896, 15,506,547
pounds; bounty, $102.701.

Horticulture,—Excellent fruit and nuts grown in many
localities. Texas peaches and pecans of superior quality:
extensive shipments made to Northern markets. Apples
grown in north, figs and oranges in south. Latest reports give
area under peaches, 51,750 acres; value of crop, #1,289,551; apples,
11,428 acres, $289,856; melons, 16,243 acres, $576,032; area under
pecans about 25,000 acres. Mustang and other native grapes
abundant; European varieties flourish in northwest.

Live Stock.— Grazing as an industry sccond only to agri-

! . culture in importance. Owing to character of climate and vast

extent of excellent pasturage, State peculiarly adapted to the
ursuit. Western Texas abounds in nutritious grasses, afford-
ng pasturage for immense herds of cattle and flocks of sheep;
horses in large numbers are reared also Texas foremost State
in Union in ecattle industry. Number and value of farm ani-
mals, January, 1898: Horses, 1,148,500, value $19,866,178; mules,
265,349, $8,214,550; sheep, 2,649,914, $4,409,457; milch cows, 722,476,
€14,449,520; other cattle, 4,823,295, $73,639,656 swine, 2,826,302,

$8,874,688. Among wool-producing States Texas ranks high;
clip, i898, 16,380,442 pounds; scoured wool, 4,914,183 pounds. s

Manufactures.—State has great natural advantages and
abundance of raw material for manufactures. Nu%ncl'ous
industries are receiving increased attention. In 1892 there
were 6,657 manufactories in the State; value of material used
$21,927,471, products, $36,950,864; number of employes, 37,763f
Cotton-seed oil and planing mills and saddle and harness works
lead in importance; largest cotton-seed oil mills in country
located in Texas. Cotton mills have been opened; those at
Galveston the most important. In 1898, sugar product was
15,680,000 pounds; value, $627,200. Output of pig iron, 1897, 6,175
tons; Portland cement, 1896, 8,000 barrels, value 824,000; brick and
tile, 8857,672; common brick, $665,091; pressed, $142,500; pottery,
$58,081. Distilled spirits, 1898, 11,538 gallons; fermented liquor,
322,761 barrels. ,

Minerals. — Though lar%e]y undeveloped the mineral
resources are among the richest in the country. There are
extensive deposits of iron and coal. Large iron furnaces
established at Rusk and New Birmingham. Coal output, 1897,
639,341 tons, value $972,328. Copper, lead, and silver ores are
found most abundantly in trans-Pecos region; gold exists,
also, and new discoveries have been made near Dallas. In 1896;
387 ounces..were mined; value, $8,000; silver, 525,400 ounces,
value, $679,305. Salt springs and lakes numierous; salt prod-
uct, 1892-96, 640,107 barrels. Oil exists in large quantities; fields
near Corsicana and Beaumont especially valuable. Sulphur
and cinnabar are found. Gggsum deposits most important in
country; value of output, 1896, $36,511. State ranks highin out-
put of asphaltum: vaiue, $35.220. Excellent building stones
abound. Marble of various shades, granite, limestone, and
sandstone are quarried.

Population.—Ranked twenty-fifth in 1850; seventh, 1890;
total population, 1850, 212,592; 1890, 2,235,523. Male, 1,172,553;
female, 1,062,970; native, 2.082567; foreign, 152,956; white,
1,745,935; colored, 489,588; Africans, 488,171: Chinese, 710; Jap-
anese, 3; Indians, 704. Population, 1900, 3,048,710.

Cities.—San Antonio, metropolis of State and chief com-
mercial center of Western Texas. Interesting historically;
occupies site of Fort Alamo; is a great railroad center an

largely controls trade of Southwestern Texas; population,
53,321." Houston, second city in size, population, ,633.  Dal-
las, important railroad and business center in Northern,

Texas; has numerous manufactures and a large trade; pop-
ulation, 1900, 42,538. G'alveston, chiefseaport, has an immense
foreign and interior trade; especially notable for its cotton
exports; population, 87.789. Fort Worth, live stock center;
population, 26,688. Austin, capital, on the Colorado River, is a
railroad center and seat of State University; population, 22,258,

Railways.—Number of miles in 1854, 32; 1860, 307; 1865, 4
1870, 7115 187357, 1,635: 1880, 3,244: 1885, 6,370: 1890, 8,709; 1891, 8.85
1895, 9,290.70. - June. 1897, 9,564.93 miles, averaging 37.55 mile:
each 10,000 inhabitants. January, 1898, 9,579.64 miles.

Education.~ Public school enrollment, 1896-7, 616,568;
expenditure, $3,996.778; school age. 8-17. Public high schools,
181; private secondary schools. 80. Educational institutions:
University of Texas, organized 1883:; Sam Houston Normal
Institute for white teachers, Huntsville; Prairie View Normal
Institute, near Hempstead, for colored teachers; Detroit

Normal School, Detroit: J¢in Tarleton College, Stephenville, -

and Agricultural and Mechanical College, College Station.

Political.— State clections biennial; State, congressional,
and presidential elections, Tuesday after first Monday in Janu-
ary; number of Senators, 31; Representatives, 128; sessions
biennial, in odd-numbered years; meets second Tuesday in
January; no limit of session; term of Senators, 4 years: Rep-
resentatives, 2 years. Electoral votes, 15, Voters must be citi-
zens or declared intention; residents of State 1_year, of
county and town 6 months; registration limited. Lunatics,
idiots, paupers, convicts, and U. S. soldiers and seamen, in serv-
ice, excluded.

Legal Holidays.—January 1, February 22, March 2,
April 21, July 4, first Monday in September, general election
day, Thanksgiving, December 25.

Legal.— Statutes of limitation: Judgments, 10 years; writ-
ten contracts, 4; open accounts, 2; notes, 4; redemption of
taxes, 2 years; extensions made when State is purchaser.
Legal interest, 6 per cent; by contract, 10.
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