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T HES S LY NSO

" HE gentlemen of the Academy of Seiences
have given a very good defeription of the
Iynx, and have difeuffed, with much critical
tym has = fhont i, black ac the end, pale yllow
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scutenchs, the fats and appellations relating to
this animal, which occir in the writings of the
ancients ¥ They have fhown, that the lyns of
Bl is the Bim-auimal which they. Have, de-
feribed and diffected, and they cenfure, with
propricty, thofe who have miftaken it for the
tios of Ariftotle.  This difeuffion is intermixed
with remarks and refle@tions which are pertinent
and interefling. ~ After clearing their ground
with fo much addrefs, we wifh they had retain-
ed the true name /i, inftead of fubftituting that
of lupus cervarius. They appear likewife, after

oper diftindtion, with Oppian, of

eci
one large, which hunts and attacks the fallow.
deer and the fag, and the other fialler, which
hunts the hare only, to have blended the two
together, namely, the fpotted Iy, which is
commonly found in the northern countrics, and
the Levant or Barbary lynx, whofe hair is of a
uniform colour.  'We have lccu both thefe ani-
mals alive. They refemble each other in many
refpets.  They have both two long black pen-
cils of hair on the tips of their ears.  This cha-
radter, under which Zlian firft pointed out the
lyns, is peculiar to thefe two animals, and pro-
bably led the gentlemen of the Academy to re-

d them as conflituting but one fpecies.  But,
independent of the difference of colour and fpots

* Mem. pour fervir 3 PHiflir o, part. i0p. 127+




208 THE LYNX

of the hair, the following hiftory and deferfpa
tion will render it extremly probable that they
are diftinét fpecics.

M. Klein fays ¥, that the moft beautiful lymy:
is a native of Afica and Afia, and particularly of
Périia} thathéiwone at Drefen!that Hadl bakd
brought from Africa, which was fincly fpotted,
and flood high on its limbs; that thofe of Eur
rope, efpecially of Pruflia and the northern re-
gions, are lefs handfome; that they have litdle
o no white, but are rather red; with blotched
and ill-defined fpots, &e. T ehoofe not to deny
abfolutely what M. Klein has here advanced,
Thave never feen it mentioned, however, by any
other author, that the lynx is a native of the
warm countries of Afia and Africa. Kolbe 1 is

the only writer who affirms, that the Iynx is
common at the Cape of Good Hope, and perfedly
refembles that of Brandenburgh, and the north

of Europe. But I have difcovered fo many er-
vors in the works of this author, that I give no
credit to his teftimony, unlefs when it coincides
with that of others. Now, all travellers agree
in having feen the fpotted Iynx in the north of
Germany, in Lithuania, Mufcovy, Siberia, Ca-
nada, and other northern regions of both Conti-
nents.  But no author, whofe writings T have
perufed, afferts that the lynx is to be met with
in the warm regions of Africa or Afia. The

* Kieinde Quad. p.77.
+ Men. de Kelbe, tom, . 7.
Iyax
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Jyns of the Levant, of Barbary, of Arabia, and
other hot climates, is, as formerly remarked, of
one uniform colour, without any fpots: He
not, therefore, the lynx of M. Klei, which was
fincly fpotted, nor that of Kolbe, which perfedt
ly refembled that of Brandenburg. It would
be a difficult tafk to reconcile the evidence of
thefe authors with what we learn from other
fources. The lynx is unqueftionably more com-
mon n cold han in temperate climates, and he
s, at leaft, very rare in warm countries. He
was, indeed, known to the Grecks * and Ro-
mans.  But, from this circamftance, it i not to
beinferred, that he was brought from Africa, or
the fouthern provinces of Afia. Pliny, on the
contrary, fays, that the firlt of thefe animals
which “appeared in Rome, were fent from.
Gaul in the days of Pompey. At prefent there
are none'in France, unlefs perhaps in the Alps
or Pyrences.  Under the name of Gaul, how=
ever, the Romans comprehiended a great part of
the North; and, befides, France is now much
warmer than it w me of the Romans.
Th ft fkins ¢ come from Si
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nada ®, under that of chat-cervier, becaufe thele

mals, like all others, are fmaller in the New
than in the Old Continent ; in the former, they
are compared to the wolf, i the later o he
att.

The following circumflances might deceive
M. Klein, men of greater ability:
1. The ancients fay, that India furnifhed Tynses
to the God Bacchusf; 2. Pliny has placed the
Jyn in Zithiopia, and fays §, that the hide and
: clavs

ca is a kind of cat, but much
5 on the animals which T

and good for
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cluws were prepared at Cargathos, now Searpan.
tho, or Zerpunto, anifland in the Mediterrancan
between Rhodes and Candia; 3. Gefer |
aparticular article of the Afiati or A
which contains the following extra@ of a letter
from Baron de Balicze ®. ¢ You have not men-
‘ uunul’ fays the Baténto Gefner, “in your
ory of animals, the Indian or African ynx,
¢ As Pliny has fpoken of it, the authority of fo
¢ great a man induced me to fend you a draw=
¢ ing of this animal, that you may have an op.
¢ portunity of defcribing it. Thia drawing was
¢ made at Conflantinople. The animal is very
¢ different from the German lyn, being larger,
¢ having rougher and fhorter hair, &e. Gelier,
without making any reflections on this letter,
contents himfelf with relating the fubflance of
ity and informing us, in a parenthefis, that the
drawing never arrived.

To prevent fimilar miftal obferve,

1. That the poets and p e yoked the
chariot of Bacchus with tigers, panthers, or
lynxes, according to their own fancy, or, rather,
becaufe all ferocious animals, with fpotted fiins,
were equally confecrated to this God. 2. That
itis the word /ym which creates all this ambi-

for it is evident, by comparing different

regions, he lyne

of th panir.
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paffiges of Pliny with cach other®, hat e
/1 hiopian aimal he calls [y, is by no meany
¢ fame with the chaus or lupus-cervarius, which
1% mitive of the northern regions; and that, by
2 Gimilar mifapplication of the name, the Baron
de Balicze has been deccived, though he regards
the Indian lyns as a different animal from the
German luchs, of our lyns is Aftican o
Indian lyns, which he fays was larger and more
wifully fpoted than our Iy, was perbapsa
ather. Whatever may be in this lat
tn"JrJA\c, it is plain, that the lynx, of which
we are here treating, exifts not in warm cli-
, but is confined to the northern countries
New Continents.  Olaus T fiys,
nal is common in the forefts of the
st of Europe. Olearius {: makes the
when treating of Mufcovy. Ro-

that this an
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fius Lentilius tells us, that the ynx is common
in Courland and Lithuania, and that thofe of
Caffubia, a province of Pomeranio, are fmaller
and not fo much fpotted as thofe of Poland
Lichuania *. Laflly, to thefé teftimonies, Paulus
Jovius adds, that the fineft fkios of the lynx
come from Siberia T, and that they conflitute a
great article of trade at Ultivaga, a town fix
hundred miles diftant from Mofcow.

‘This animal, which, as we have feen, prefers
cold to temperate countries, is one of thofe ¢
might pafs from the one Continent to the other
by the lands to the North ; and, accordingly, he

found in North America, Travellers have de-
feribed him in a manner not to be mif
flood §: Befides, his fkin is an ar
merce between America and  Europ
Iynxes of Canada, as formerly remarl
only fimaller and whiter than thofe of Eurape;
and it is this difference of fize that has procured
to themthe name of cati-cervarii, and has induced

* Auturin Hi. Nat. Poloie, Gbricle Rascoyt
Vid, Aldrov. d p- 96
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the nomenclators to regard them a5 a difting:
fpecies *. Without pronouncing d
cerning this matter, the Canadian and Ruffian
Iynxes appear to be the fame fpecies; 1. Beeaufe
the difference of fize is not very confiderable f,
being nearly proportioned to that which takes
place in all the quadrupeds which are comon
to both Continents. The wolves, the foxes, &e,
lefs than thofe of Europésthe
1d be exhibited in the
animals, even in the
fize § 5 and two kinds,

, and, being of the fame difpofitions, the

who lives 3¢ gl and ought (o know i
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fime figure, and differing only in fize and fome
fhades of colour, thefe charaélers feem fufficient
{0 authorife us to pronousice that they belong to
the fame fpecies.

The lynx, of which the ancients fuid that his
fight penctrated the moft opaque bodies, and
whofe urine became a precious ftone, called

Lapis lyncurius, s an avimal equally fabulous as
he qualities they have aferibed to him.~ This
imaginary lynx has no other relation to the true
jynx than the name.  We muft not, b
in imitation of moft naturalifls, attribute to 5
this creature of imagination, the exiflence of
which even Pliny himfelf feems not to lnm\
for he fpeaks of it a5 an extraordinary a
and ranks it along with the fphynx, the p
the wnicorn, and other prodigies or monfters
brought forth in & oyil, a country of which
the ancients had no knowledge.

Our lynx, though his fight cannot penetrate
flone-walls, has brillint eyes, a mild afpect, and
an agreeable and fprightly air. His urine is not
converted into precious R
with carth like the cats, to whom he has a great
refemblance, and whofe manners and love of
dleanlinefs are the fame. He has nothing in
common with the wolf, but a kind of howling,
which, being heard at a great diflance, ofien de-
ceives the hunters, and makes them imagine they

04 are
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uing a wolf, 'This alone is, perhaps,
fufficient to account for the name of wolf; which
has been given to him, and to which, to diftin-
guifh him from the real wolf, the hunters haye
added the epithet cervarius, becaufe. he attacks
the Rag; or rather becaufe his flin is variegated
h fjots like that of the young flag. The lynx

is finaller, and fands lower on his legs than the
wolf*.  He s generally about the fize of a fox,
He differs from the panther and ounce by the
following chara@ters : His hair is longer, and his
fpots lefs lively, and not fo well defined. His
cars are much longer, and terminate in 5
pencil of black haire. Wi tailis much fhorer,
lack at the extremity, The circle of his
white, and his afpet is fofter and lefy

. The flin of the male is more fpotted

f the female. He does not run out,

t walks and fprings like the cat,

oyt oting, and purfucs s prey tothe
; The wild cats, the
quitrels aro

feizes birds;

zp.ﬁmdx of ﬂ1g>, allow-deer,

s down upon them, feizes them
y the throat, fucks their blood, and opens their
m..m d i brain; after which, he ofs

d goes in quett of a frefh

dom returns to his prey; which
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isthe reafon why the Iynx has been faid to have
a very bad memory, 'The colour of his hair
changes with the climate and the feafon. The
winter furs. are more beautiful and richer than
thofe. of fummer, His fleth, like that. of all
carnivorous animals, s not good ¥,

SUPPLEMENT.

WE here give the figure of a Canadian Iynx
from an excellent preparation in the ro
binet. It is only two feet thre

from the tip of the nofe to the o

and from twelve to thirteen inches high,

body is covered with long grayifh hair, mixed
with white, and firiped with yellow. The fpots
are more or lefs black. The head is grayifh,
blended with white and bright yellow h

firiped, as it were, with blac
The tip of the nofe, as well as the margin of the
under jaw, is black. The whifkers are white,
and about three inches long.  The ears are two,
inches three lines high, garnifhed in the infide
with large white hairs, and with yellowifh hairs
on the edges.  The outer fide of the ear is co-

in fome parte

vered with moufe-coloured hair, and the external
margins are black. At the extremity of each
e, there is a large thin pencil of black hairs,

feven
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feven lines high. ‘The tail, which is thi
and well furnifhed with ha

Sine lines in length 3 from the extremity to the

black, ‘and afterwards of ‘a reddith

white clour. The under part of the belly, the

legs, the infide of the fore-legs, and the

feet, are of a ¢ The claws are white,

ix lincs long.  This |

a the fpots and nature of the

figure we have given; but

in the length of the tail and the pencls

dian lyns, therefore

y different from

middle, it

has a great

may be rega
< of the OId Cont Tt may even be
the pencils on its
caracal fill more than from the lyn, by the
Tength of the tail and the colour of the bair
Befides, the caracal s only fou
tries; but the lynx prefers cold climates. ~The
peacl of hair upon the tips of the ears, whichis
Tegarded as a diftintive charater, is only acci-
dental, and appears in animals of this fpecies, and
even in the domeftic and wild cats, - OF this we
1 SRR
have given an example in the fupplement tohe
article car. Hence we perfft in believing that
the American lynx is only a variety of the
Furopean fpe ?
The Norweg feribed by Pontoppie
dan, is white, or of a bright gray colour, inte
fperfed with de , like thofe of
g 5 other
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other lynses, refemble the claws of cats, 'He
elevates his back, and fprings upon his prey with
equal quicknefs and addrefs, When attacked by
2dog, he lies do back, and repels
s of his claws:

he cat, and, there are other
refembles that of a colt.  Thig laft

£i@, which I believe to be falfe, creates the moft

violent fufpicion with regard to all the reft,

The author adds fome articles w

probable.

¢ The Iynx, fays he, < does not go about the

country, . but conceals himfelf in woods and

caverns. He makes his retreat deep and wind-
ing, from which he can' be expelled by fire
and fmoke only. His fight is picrcing, and he
fpies his prey at a very great diftance, . He ofe.
ten eats no more of 4 fheep or a goat than the
brain, the liver, and the inteflines; and ho
digs under the doors, in order to gain admif.
fion into the fheep-folds *."

The fpecies of the lynx is not only fpread
over Europe, but all the northern provinces of
Afia. In Tartary, they are called Chulon or
Chelgfon +. Their highly valued, and,
fell equally dear in

though very common

Norway,
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Nosway, Ruffia, and as far as China, where they
are much ufed for muffs and other furs.

That the pencils of hair on the tips of the cars
form not a diflin@tive charater, appears from this
fac, that there exifts, in the diftri€t of Alger,
called Gonflantine, a fpecies of caracal, without
thefe_pencils, and which refembles the Iyny,
except that ts tail is longer. The colour of its
Sie 3o reddifh, with longitudinal black fipes
from the neck to the tail, detached fpots on the
flanks difpofed in the fame diretion, a blck

on the top of the fore-legs, anda

d of rough hair on the four legs, extending

from the extremity of the foot to above the heel;

and this hair inclines upward, inftead of down-

ward, like the hair of every other part of the
body.
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