
League of Women Voters of Texas 
1007 West 24th Street 
Austin, Texas 

TO: Local Current Agenda Chairmen 

January 1957 

FROM: State LCA chairman, Mrs. Harold R. Yeary, Box 534, Laredo, Texas 
RE: New LCA and a report on the old one 

You either head the committee to make plans for a proposed I.CA for your League or 
you serve on it, if a separate committee is formed for this purpose. If your work 
is not already completed I should like to offer some suggestions which would be 
helpful. 

A. Review your file --
1. letter and Tool mailed from state offica in August 1956. 
2. National Board Report for May 1956. (Example of method for board planning 

on LCA.) 
3. Program-making material (National publication of September 1955). 

B. Poll your membership for suggestions for LOA for 1957-58. 
Sample: These are my reasons for choosing this item: 

I foresee the following emphasis, scope, type of action for this item: 
Additional comments: 
Name: du~ ,... 

C. Rpview your_local continuing ~espo_nsibiliti~ . ~ ~ --fr /?"t-Lt 
f<- ~U,e,,,U-<-✓ tJ/fJ tl ~1 ~ -

D. If you have already done B above, explai~ the tern p~oposed by the board to the 
general membership via your local VOTER, one month prior to your annual 
meeting. ...HiAA tv ""4 ~ 

E. As soon as your board has proposed the new LCA, a large committee should get to 
work preparing an Outlook for Work on the proposed item, to use in your ex
planation to the membership and so that there will be no year-end lag in 
local acj..vities -- you'll be ready ~}~~1? __ immediately after your ann~~ 

twtf 4M/v1~ m;j_t~ 7if: u{J /:_,-~~ ~~t;J<~~ ~:+ 
Now -Ehr ¥}I report to the state ' ooara I' 11 need a report /from you. Wi ~ you let me 
know if these suggestions have been helpful, and will you cut off the bottom of this 
page and mail to me with your replies? Thanks very much! 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
I 

League ,M~~<¾'rrb-'.-rlnc--------- :lkuf'ZZ?, ~ LCA Chairman 

If yours was an action item in 1955-56, did you achieve your goal?_ ~ 
If an~wer to above was .n.2, why in your opinion was goal not reached? 

(1) Bad timing (2) Not enough local interest (3) Other 

How did you inform your membership? Units ~ VOl'ER V General meeting.!:::.._ 

How many members did you~ on your committee? If~;- J$//J ~ ;~ 
Was your portfolio_directly responsi~le for getting new members or reactivatin~ old _ / 
members? ~~ 0-r::? j a,~J.1.1 ~ ~E,1.-~ ;t __ l~ ~ ~ 

eo~ ;j bk ~'1~~:.. :-~~ 
h~ ., . tUt"" tllf:~4 l:k/ th, ta~ y~ ,v.f-uu/ti ~ u-&~~ 





1 

£. r?Udjll. e 00 w;//11 en (/4 f et J 

-H n n uul I He;9& t t 

19.58 19.59 

I 



PRESIDENT'S REPORT. 

It hno been a pleasure to serve the Harlinr;cn Lcacue of Uomen Voters as President 
during the year 1950-1959. It has been a satisfying P~d fruitful year. 

At the noard meetln~ wl1ich followed the annual meeting, portfolios were distri
buted and the neu Board organized. Undoubtedly, our ereatest handicap, this year, has 
been an inadequate Board without all port:i:olios filled. Three Board memlers resigned 
during the year, Nrs; Dunn an elected oember and Mrs. Fannin3 and Hrs. Huffnan, 
appointed rae .. 1bcrs. As a consequence, the Board operated at u1ini111um capacity and with 
1Jany necessary portfolios unfilled. T~1e bri3ht side of the picture was that the Iloarc1 

raembers t·rho wcra able to serve devoted time, enerr;y, and talents f r above and beyond 
the call of duty. Mrs. Dunn remained off-Board Chairman of the National Water Item 
and Mrs. Orrin Johnson served as off-Board Chairman of the State Item on Jury Duty. 

Convention was attended by your President and Delegates Adams, Hoverson·, Huffman 
and Moore. All of us returned feeling that the investment in time and money had been 
amply repaid in information and entnusiasm. 

I sall make no attempt here to review program activity during the year. It will 
·be found in the reports of the Board Members. Some highlights do deserve special 
mention. In October Mrs. Horton Wayne Smith, State President, visited the Harlingen 
League, addressed the membership at a buffet at the home of Mrs. Adams and later met 
with the Board. Her visit was most helpful . and enjoyable. Also in October an area 
conference was held in Corpus Christi. Mrs. Carter and Mrs. Adamas attended as Ha-r
lingen delegates and reported their impressions at unit meetings in November. Eight 
members of the Harlingen League were guests of the Brownsville League at a meeting 
with legislators from this district. It was a golden opportunity to discuss legisla
tion in which the League is interested. 

Two routine League activities deserve special attention in this report. Our· financ~ ,::, 
drive held in September was the most successful drive we have had. A larger group of 
Leaguers worked and several new contributors were contacted. Your .Board was thrilled ' 
with the success of the drive and felt that it indicated healthy growth 1.n our local 
League. ' '· · _.,_, 

FINANCE CHAIRMAN'S REPORT 

Total Campaign Goal 
Actual number of p

0

ersons 

Actual nuober of workers 
Total Receipts 

who contributed 
Members 2 
Non-members 50 

12 

Merabers 
Non-r:iembers 

Total 
(One $25.00 pledge not collected) 

$ 550.00 

10.00 
531.00 

541.00 

Chairman - Mrs. Ellison White 

.,, 
·:, i I 1 • 

J •• 

The ecnual pol~ tax drive is one o~ our taajor services to voters in our community. 
is also a source of revenue for the League. This year it is, in addition, a ·story1'of 

tusual devotion· tci the League. When Mrs. Huffman, who was chairman of this drive, 
s seriously injured in an automobile accident, Mrs. Dean Howard, who-was serving as 
-chairoan in Harlingen, took over within houi:s e>f the accident and r.1anaged somehow 
fit into her busy schedule many nore hours of planning as weLl as hours of serving 
a deputy. Many deputies agreed to work _additional hours. Mrs. Chochrane, who 

rved as chairman in La Feria, along with _her deputies turned in a most capab'le p·er-:
rmance. We were justifiably proud of the 2050 receipts and 220 exemptions -written 



and the $238.60 collected for this service. 

bne· local continuing responsibility was pushed into the foregr-und again this year. 
The Leagues study of the health and sanitary conditions in Harlingen -and the surroundj.ng . 
area had resulted in 1956-1957 in legislative action and i~. r11embership consensus, so f~~e . 
when the health card farce becane a public issue again, as a result .of ·an ,e:x:pose ·by 
F:..·ank Sullivan of IGBT-TV, the· League was in a position to take action. · The Board met 
and authorized Mrs, Hugh Guion and your President to take ftny necessary action as the 
situation dev°elope,d •. As a _. consequenc(;!,- a delegation of L:-:!ague TJerabers called up·cm the 
Mnyor · and afo.rted hin to tile existence of amr.iendment, passed at the instigation ·of the '·' 
League in January 1957, making chest x-ray mandatory for food handle.rs. Mrs. Guion 
and your President attended a meeting of the health council with the .city man.'.lger and 
the first Cooraission neeting at which health cards were discussed. W8 also were pre-
sent at the Public hearing in the Co1nmission room and have held nll{lle~ous .private con- · 

• ~ I f 

ferences with individuals affected. At the time of this writing, tne Cot:ir.1ission ·hris 
not yet acted officially on this matter so that the eventual outcooa, j ,P, not clear. 

I cannot conclude this report without stating my personal feeling tha·t the Harli~gen 
L_ague is growing in a healthy way. The success of the finance drive, .the number of new 
members who are actfve and interested,· the unusually large turnout. for unti t:1eetings· and 
general meetings, and an eve.r inc1'easing awareness on the part of the cor.ununity of our 
existence and potential are all signs of this growth. None of this could have been 
accomplished without a membership and Board devoted to the League and its principles. 
I should like to thank each of you for your . part in this successful year. 

REPORT OF VICE-PRESIDENT (Voters' Service) 

1958 to 1959 has been a very busy ·year fot voters' 

Respectfully submitted, 

Mrs. Ellison F. White 

service. 

In April of 1958 we held a Candid~tes meeting for the school trustees election. 
There was a very large attendance at this candidates meeting. This r.1eeting was taped 
for radio broadcast. 

Voters' Service distributed 3,000 State Voters Guides in July. We published a 
local Voters' Guide and distributed approximately 2,500 of these. 

In September 1958, in conjunction with The Brownsville League, we published tr-Who 
Me?" These are furnished to the Sheriffs offfce and enclosed with each jury sur.,rnons. 

Voters' Service distributed 1,500 Voters' Guides on the prop~"'"'d c ,-.-.~':~.t·· ... • -nal 
ariuendrJenta. 

1

' 

In D~c~raber a City Cnndidates meeting was held. This received good publicity, 
and the neeting was well attended. This m~eting was taped for radio broadcast. 

Poll tax coll~ction has been completed. Chairoan, Mrs. M. G. Huffman and co
chaiman·, Mrs. D~an Huward were in charge. A bad· traffic accident put Mrs. Huffnan ,in 
the hospital so Mrs. Howard assuoed full charge and completed the poll tax collection 
job in Harlingen, Mrs. J.C. Cocbrane was·in ·chargc of J;'oll tax collect1.0n in La I'eria. 
2,050 receipts and 220 exemptions were written. Everyone cooperated and worked very hard. 
Thanks are extended to the hard working chairmen Mrs. Huffman, Mrs. Howard. and Mrs. 
Cochrane. League members that worked hard are Mrs. John Evans, Mrs. "Ned11 Green, Mrs. 
Snalling, Mrs. Lora Weir, Mrs. W. J. Williams, Mrs. A. L. Holmes, Mrs. El:lison F·. -White', 
Mrs. C, Harpin, Mrs. W. Adams, Mrs. Dunlap, Mrs. Frances Moore, Mrs. R. 0. Rozell, 

·,. 
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Mrs. J.C. Dunn, Mrs. H. Ii.. Shannon, and Mrs. C. W. Grahan. 

Looking back over the past year your Voters' Service Chaiman f eel s that a great 
deal has been accooplished. Your chairuan wishes to thank every leag"e oer.1½er that 
helped to make this past year a successful one. 

SECRETARY'S REPORT 

Respectfully subnitted, 

Mrs. Wesley Adans 
Voters' Service Chairr.1an 

In the past year there have been twelve Board me~tings, six general ueetings 
including Husbands night, membership coffee, annual luncheon, poll tax coffee a t 
Mrs. Evans, Covered dish lunch~on for Mrs. Horton Wayne Snith (Cookie) a t Mes. 
Westley Adat:1s. 

There has been two called meetings of the Board and the ninutes of the above 
nention~d were t aken and copies given to M~s. White, State and National offices. 

Thank you notes were written t o our contributors and to others who helped us 
~ake this year successful. 

Respectfully sub□itted, 

Mrs. E. H. Moore 

rREASURER'S REPORT f or the year April 1, 1958 t o March 31, 1959. 

CNCOME 
Dues 
Menber Contributions 
Non-e1eraber Contributions 
Poll Tax Drive 

'otal Incor.ie 

'XPEND I TURES 
Loc.:i_l Disbursenents 
State and National Services 

otal Expenses 

ash balance on hand March 31, 1958 
ash balance on hand Morch 31, 1959 

JBLICATIONS REPORT 

$ 665.99 
$ 915. 79 

255.00 
10.00 

531.00 
238 . 60 

434.80 
350.00 

1,034.60 

784.80 

Respectfully submitted, 

Mrs. W. G. Humphreys 

All standing orders have been received and distributed t o Board □embers. Mater-
1ls requested by various . portfolio holders have been ordered. Appropriate·League 
1blications have been placed in the Public library and High School. Your chain:i':\n 
1s also assisted the Vo t e rs' Service Chaiman in the distribution of l ocal a~d State 

,. 
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Voters' Guides and bas frequently scrv~d as teleppone cor.uaittce. 

Respec~fully subnitted , 

Mrs. ··A. G. · Holucs 

TEXAS CONSTITUTIONAL REVISION, STATE CONTINUING RE~PONSIBILITIES, Af:D LEr.I3LATION 
1958-1959 Report on State Iteo I. 

At a oeobership coffee in Septenber, your chairman spoke on the Texas Constitu
tion giving background and historical infornation and telling why it shou ::.d b-3 r evised. 
The activities of the Texns League of WorJen Voters in proCJo ting research ¥'<?r e ncntioncd . 

Assistance in preparing a tnlk en Texas Constitutional Revision was given t o M::-s.· ·· 
P.H. Motheral who spoke to the A.A,V.W. 

A curJbined luncne )n oceting uf units was held in Decenber at which tiue State .. 
.. .. 

Representative M~nt0n Murray explained nethods of research 0n the Texas C0ns titutivh · 
and t uld of pr,..,sress being made along that line. 

i f • ~ 
1 . ,. 

InfonJatL.m L ,r and against the C0nstituti0nal principle on State Pers,mnel 
Pvlicies, was presented at unit nectings. A rep0rt that cvnsensus was negative was 
furwarded t c, the State League vf Wuuen Vuters. 

• I , 

Four varie ties 0f flyers ,.m reasuns f or Constitutional Revisi..:,n, purchased frou 
the State office have been distributed. Attenpts t u eet newspaper publicity have been 
discouraging. 

Respectfully subnitted, 

Mrs. C. J. RJV~rson ~- Cliairnan 

LOCAL CURRENT AGENDA Annual Report 

When recapitulating all this years activities in coopletin3 -\he :C<-!unty Survey·, I 
realize that it has been a o ust nctive year. 

The League's fiscal yeor began lost Spring but the Lucal Current Agenda continued 
• . . ·_.1· 

frora the previous yeor in which '.'The County Dollar" was studied an~ repor;ed upon. 

In the Spring a study of "County Hor,1e Rule" was r.1ade, co6pleted and
1 

rcport<:ci t u 
the oembership. Other subjects studied and reported on were "Public Welfare" by.Mrs. 
Norma Pollock, "Police Departt:1ent'1 by Mrs. Holmes and "Road and Transportation" by 
Mrs. Rozell and Mrs. Hoverson. . .: 

The suooer aonths were a little slow but fall caoe bursting in with a eust of 
infon.1ation on the "Health DepartrJent" given by guest speaker, Mrs. Maud Lorance, 
Director of Nursing Service in the Cameron County Health Department. 

Politics and public opinion certainly helped in interesting nerJbers and citizens 
on the t opic of "Public Welfare". All that interest and concern wasn't i 0 nor cd f ur we 

O ' 11. , j 
pr0cured Mr. Mike Gilbert of Harlingen and Mr. Clyde Tandy, Jr. of Brownsville ·t ub~ 
guest speakers at the annual Guest Night to give a report of . the Special Wel.fare In
vestigating Conmittee. It ha_s been shown by this non-partisa11, non-salaried Board that 
oore investigation should be made in the County Welfare Departoent, and that nction 
should be taken to right many discrcpencies and overlapping. 

. } . 
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Each gecber will receive a report of each section of the county survey in her 
newsletter. The report on The Health Departoent, The Historical Background, written 
by Mrs. Verna McKenna, and the Welfare Departoent have already appeared in the 
bulletin. 

Be watching for the reoaining units in your bulletin. 

EPORT OF BULLETIN EDITOR 

Respectfully subnitted, 

Miss Jeanene Ward 

The Harlingen Bulletin was issued every nonth of the fiscal year. Mailed with 
he bulletin in Dece1;1ber was S<!ction IV of our ·c..ineron County Survey. Another -;art 
f the County Survey, "A History of Caraeron County", was uailed with the Februa1:y 
ulletin. The March Bulletin contained the section devoted t o the Welfare Depa~toent . 

. The Bulletin editor has received a great deal of help. 
3ulletin were edited by Mrs. Ellison F. White. Mrs. Billie 
1nd produced the bulletin copies. I have typed the nailing 
tins. 

Several editions of the 
Caudle has typed the_ maste~s 
list and nailed the bulle-

The nailing list of the bulletin consists of all local neobers, presidents of all 
rexas Leagues, neobers of the State and also the National Boards, and the State and 
:he National Offices of the League. In addition, we have nailed bulletins to anyone 
rho has shown an interest in the local League and to prospective nenbers in the Harlin
:en and La Feria areas. 

The increase in postal rates frora two cents t o three cents has affected the 
ulletin expense. The bulletin has cost: $40.65, 

DMINATING COMMITTEE REPORT 

Respectfully subraitted, 

Mrs. P.H. Motheral 

Your nol~1inating cor.iraittee suboits the following nanes for your consideration 

President 

Vice-President 

Secre tary 

Board of Directors 

Mrs. Ellison F, White 

Mrs. Wesley Adans 

Mrs. John Weir 

· Mrs, A. D. Holoes 

•· 

Billie Caudle (now Mrs. Edwin J. Labadie) 
Mrs. C. W. Grahan 

Nooinating Committee Mrs, Edwin Moore, Chairr.ian 
Mrs. J. M, Evans 



Nooinatine Cornoittee (Continued) 

REPORT OF BUDGET COMMITTEES 
• J ... 

, ··• 

Mrs. Robert Polloch 
-·~ 

1(0ne t o be appointed by Board) 

·Respectfully suboitte<l, 

Mrs. Hugh Guion, Acting Choiroan 
Mrs. Grace Howard 
Mrs. M. B. Huffnon 
Mrs. O. R. Johnson 

···.r·.\· 

EXPENDITURES·= ·· · .. , : 

GENERAL ADMINISTRATION 

Presidents Account 
Public Relations 
Delegate expense 
Operating.costs 

Audtt . 

Equipment 
Supplies 
Postage· · 
Telephone 

PUBLICATIONS 

and telegraph 

I .• 
f 

State-National: Cost less soles 
Local: (yearbook $45·.ooY · · · 

Co~t less sales 
M0nthly Bulletin 

ACTIOM IN COMMUNITY 

STATE MD N4TIONAL SERVICES ., 

AREA FIELD WORKER 

, . . 

. • r . 

$10.00 
10.00 
40.00 
55.00 
30.00 

50.00 NET 

75.00 NET 
95.00 

",f :., ,. i. 

l ; ; .. j ,.,(; ) 

45.00 
65.00 
47. :·O 

, ;,145.00 

r, 

rl I • .: • -' 

220.00 

150. 09~. 

330.00 

27.50 .. . . . . ' TOTAL EXPENDITURES 

INCOME 

1,030.00 

QQg§_ (55 Qeobers at $5.00) 

Contributions: Non-meubers 
Other sources 

,. 

555.00 
200.00 

275.00 

755.00 
1,030.00 

Respectfully submitted, 
Mrs. C. J. HJversun, Cha iroan 
Mrs. W. G. Hunphreys 
Mrs. w~sley Adams 
Mrs. Ellis0n F. White 

.. ' 

,, 

;: : .. 

' .. 



HARLITfGEN 

LCA 1958- 59 

I . Know Your C aunty 

Chairman : Mis s Jeanne '/Jard 

\ 

~+ s- ~~' -
..... .-.-.A.J SD - :r~ ~ 
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~~ 

P. O. Box 592 
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SURVL'Y 

It cost::; (;DJ.1eron County $1.60 to -::ivc ::?.~rc.y ~pl.00 in Helfare Funds. 

Thi3 is one . of !:£i11y fo.ctor c brou-:ht out in the open uhen iir. i:i:~e Gilber t of Rc.rlinccn, 
o.nd i;i- 0 Clyde Tondy Jr ., of Bro,msville rcDorted on the findin:::;c of the Spe.c~l Hclf,re 
Invectico.tin3 Cor.u·1ittce .'.'.t t 11e (}ue::;t i1ir,ht Duffet Su'.)per, Februory 26 , 1959. 

Thi::; cor:1ni ttee ua::; conpoced of ::;i::~ non- parti c,::in, non- po.id citizen:::; appointed by t;1c 
Con,iccioncr::; Court to i nvect i~.:i.tc the dictribution of focd cuppl iec and if Fedcrc.l 
~urpluc Connoditic::; could be inplcr.:cnted into our County pro3T2.n. 

The fr.etc le.'.'.rned fron thic connittee .:ire a::; follmrs : 

1 . The State , County, City o.nd Ci vie 0r'~::?.n i zation::; functioninc in their v.:i.riou::i co.
po.ci tiec .:ire duplico.tin~~ effort::; in the entire Helf.::tr e pro3ro.n , 

2. The local aGencie:::; o.l co Q.dr.ri.niGter t!1e County ~Telfare ui th no chief o.drri.nictr::i.tor • 
With no co- ordino.tion there is o.n o.bund.:tnce in adr.linictr.::cti ve cost::; . 

3. E.::tch ca::; e is invc::;ti c o.ted before Gi vcn ,1id . 

h. The ru:ar.un o.lloued per fa,r.ri.ly , no mtter 1rl10. t oi ze f:.nily , ic ~~10 . 00 per uee!:. 

5. The loca l uelf.:i.r e ar,ency uor b:; on a per n.:tncnt basis . The County Helf o.re 11or !:::; 
on cncr:;cnc:/ bi,Ci::; • 

6. The focrl ~ person ic 0.llo,rcd to bu3r do cc not provide a bctl~1.nccd diet . 

7. Ucu.:tlly the division of help is 50-50 betueen f.nGl o .:,.nd wtin. At present the 
division i::; 65% L;;ttin .J.nd 35% ,\n:;lo due to unenploynent . 

8. L.:i,st year i26J , 000 wo.::; spent on uelfnre in the county. 

9. Ao of Febru~- 12 Ihrlin~en wo.c cut off fv .1.ll focd m·der::; ili.t!1 no c::pkno.tion::; 
why. 

10. It wnc found tho.t the Federal Gov c rnr.Xcnt could not c;ivc the.. County !1clp becJ.uGe 
it dee s not ]Jave a Centr.1.l 'lclf.:i.rc .l:~ency nor n pur e )n::; in~; o.:·cnt, o.nd ic not correctly 
orc;::i.nizecl o.nd co- ar di n.:,,ted. 

The Specio. l 'lelfnre Invcctico.tinc; Conni ttec went to Corpus Chricti to study their '.lel
f::tre Prcc. r.J.n. It wo.c ::tGrecd .:md rcco;·1:1cndod to the Coff .iscioncr::; Court t'.1:-.t they n.".1:c 
n. nore det..,i led ctudy of thi::; pl "!1 for pocsible ucc in our County . The fol lowiK: i::; 
the b ..... ::;ic orc".niz.,tion structure of th-. t pl."n .:-.s ::;ct forth in .:i. lette r to th) Ch.,irr.t'.n 
of t!'X) Spcci,l Helf".rc Invc::;tic,tinr-; Coru·,ittc by tl':c :&~ecutivc Sccret,,I"'J of the City .. 
County Be-.... rd of i:-ublic '.1cl fcre of Corrrnc Chric ti : 

(1 ) fl. non- politic,l, non- c'.'.l ,ried Do.:1rd of reprcsent ..... ti·..re buoine:::;s nen to pl.'.'11 .:ind 
coordin".tc the v2.r iouc he:-.1 t!1 "nd welf.,re functions , e::i t.:-.blic h pol icie::; ,".nd 
st.:ind~d::; , .'.\nd bud~ctc; .'.'.lco, n p-tl.d e:~ecutivc with .1. buoit'GGG .:md ~dnini ctr ative 
bncl:13round. 

(2) A Hc:J.lth unit Hi th ..,_ Ix,ctor t r ,incd i n public !1e.'.'..lt!1 .,::; DircctO' • Thie unit to 
be reLlponciblc for : 

o. . Gcner.'.'.l he."l th service::; ,:.nd he .... lth educ.:>.tion to the conr.mnity. 
b . Supcrvicc :rnd coordimtc nedicnl cc.re for t!1e indiecnt . (note- detcrnim.

tion of fin:-.nci.:-.1 cli~ibility to receive thic fre e nedic,:,.l c:-.rc would be 
;i welf.cre function) • 

(3) A F~.ri.ly Helf:,.re unit to interview, invectic;,t c , d:0.-,;noce ,cnd certify need for 
,..,_nd fin.'.'n ci ,1 cli13ibility to receive : 

.:-. . Direct .1.ccict"'.11c1.- (foed , clothin~~ , etc . ) 
b . C'.1ildrm t::; ccrvice::; (delinquent ."nd non- delinquent) 
c . Fin:mci,cl elir;ibility only for nedic.:tl tre.:ttnont, hocpit.,l ::ind nurcinc 

hor:1e c,re . (I:otc - ncdic..,_l need certified by he~lth unit . 
T!1c di.rector of thi::; um.t chould h.'.".VO a bro.:-.d l:nowlcdcc of weli,re functions , .J.clru.nic
tr,tive .1.bility, .:md be :i. c r...,du2.t c of ;1. rcccr,nized cchool of ::,oci.:-.1 war!:. 

~Jithin t!u.s b:'1.sic ctructure ."J.11 !ic::il th -:,,nd welf.'.".re need::; c.'."11 be deve loped :ind coordin.'.'.ted. 
The .1.uthority nnd r ci3poncibility chould be pl:.:ccd with the ovcr:>.11 Bo.:i.rd ~nd provision 
n.:i.de -for e,:,.ch unit .:md cubdivicion to ;i.:tvc ,'.m ,dvico:rJ Eco.rd . 

Provicionc in ordin.'.'.nce :lnd rc::,olution tlrt would .:1:::;::;i:::;t in better opcr-._tion:-
(1) Ci tic::; -,_nd County .:1r,rcc on ...._ pcrcent.:'.{':C of p<J.rticip .... _tion ,nd ::;ct up one; budc;et 

.:-. yc,r . 
(2) H.1.vc one centnl dicburcin[; ,,ccncy for ,11 hc.,lth end wclf,"J.rc fund::; . 



PjGE THO 

(2) I-t>.vc one ccntr.l dfoburcine , r;cncy for ,11 he.cl th .:tnd wclf,"'.rc fundn. 
(3) Give Do~d .:mthority t o set up j ob cl:,_::;::;ific.:-.tion by ~r.:,.dc, ::;,,l.,r;}r for c.:.ch 

cr..;_dc, pcr:::;onncl policicc ,::; io v, c.:1.tion, Giel~ le,ve , hirinG, G:'.l"-I'Jr r .cices, 
incur"'.licc , bond::;, e tc. · 

Thi::; conrti. ttec n...,_de the ;.bovc rccormend.'ltionc · ::nd .:1.::;!:cd to be d:iri nfa::;cd .::tG :t conni ttce 
on i:7 1950 but t o tl1iG do.y h.:1::; not received .:my r eply fron the Cornicsionero Court. 

Fffi LE.'1GUE ll.i 1D CTI' IZEi'. COi!SIDER.1.TIOE: 

1. Cnn HE help in brinrrinrr .,_bout the::;e well-rude r econncnd1.tionc? 

(.:!.) IF SO, HOT would we be -ibl c to r cnove t he Helf".re ])cp--:!rbncn:f:. ~
w11ich scciic to b1.. it-c 1..~-t ~ block1-1-?-??1 

2 . Wrnt ;.re l'OU r~oi nr· to do --.bout it? 

Informatio~ compiled by Miss Jeanene Ward. 

sIDCeJ, '? u0+snoH 
un.100 Z18( 

seq~nH eua~~ • s.lW 



LOCAL PROGRAM: 

f Describe any activity on your local Program. 
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copied for Hughes, Braunagel, Pettis ---

Mrs. Horton W. Smith 
1007 West 24th St. 
Austin 5, Texas 

Dear Cookie: 

LZAGUE OF WOM.t!."'N VOTERS 
HARLINGEN, T£XAS 
808 i . Taylor 

Jan. 22, 1959 

I have been so remiss in correspondence I am almost embarrassed to write now. It 
is inexcusable - but a series of crises (all min8r) both family and League have 
left me with no time to do the things I really wanted to do . 

We enjoyed your visit so much . My husband has commented often since you were here 
that your evening with us was the most enjoyable in a long time. He is eager to 
know you better and to meet your husband, and I am sure you will have a telephone 
call almost as soon as he gets to Austin with a free moment . 

The League in Harlingen seems to have had a rebirth. I honestly don ' t know what 
happened. I am sure your visit had much to do with it . The symptoms are<l~solutely 
amazing attendance at unit meetings all fall . We have had guest speakers in each 
instance - but even that normally has not brought such fine attendance.(2) Our Poll 
Tax Workshop to kick off the poll tax drive had such a good turn out that we had to 
borrow extra coffee cups from neighbors . So many new members have been working on 
the poll tax drive that the oldsters are having a well earned semi-vacation. (3) 
Three prospective new members have called in the last month to ask how they go about 
joining the League . 

At least part of this activity is due to a hot local issue which cam to light 
suddenly . One of your local Continuing Responsibilities has been Health Conditions 
in Harlingen and surrounding area . You may remember that everal yrs ago (before my 
time in the League, that is) we were successful ·in spearheading the passage of an 
ordinance requiring good handlers to have a chest x- ray. bout 2 wks ago I heard 
the end of a TV newscast stating that twelve people had been picked up by the police 
for serving food without a "Health Card . 11 Since I had missed the first of the 
broadcast I called the TV reporter to get the news first hand . He was in a crusading 
mood and when I told him that the League had long been concerned about inadequate 
enforcement of health regulations and ease of obtaining a "health card", he took the 
bait. The next day he got a card for himself from an oesteopath and his secretary 
got one from a "reputable" physician in 8 minutes by a stop watch and without 
examination or chest x- ray. As a matter of fact, the physician had not even been in 
his office at the time . The news that night was a dramatic expose and taking 
advantage of publicity at long last, our Board decided to plunge into the problem. 
TV cameras have followed us around for days. We have conferred with the mayor, city 
mgr ., commissioners, health council, etc . - all with good publicity. It has been a 
refreshing change to have people calling us for news - and with an aroused public, we 
are hopeful of securing workable and enforced health regulations. We are now awaiting 
the results of a survey by the City Sanitarion (sic) before deciding on our next move. 
It has been fun, too . 

The only sad thing in our lives at the moment is the critical illness of Myrtis Huffman. 
I am sure you remember her - our long- time Bulletin editor - this year chairman of 
Nominating Committee and heading up the poll tax drive. She was returning from 
collecting poll tax last week when her car was hit broadside by another speeding car. 
She was thrown from her car and then pinned under it for some fifteen minutes before 
the car could be removed . Her condition is still critical and we are all most concerned 
about her. --- This letter is long enough, I am sure, to discourage you from an# further 
desire to hear from me. Very sincerely /s/ Olive White 



HARLINGEN LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS 
COUNTY SURVEY 

UNIT I 

A BRIEF HISTORY OF CA.MERON COUNTY 
by 

Verna McKenna 

Cameron County, in the tip of Texas, has approximately twenty-five miles of shore 
line on the Gulf of Mexico and a like number on miles of Padre Island and Laguna Madre. 
on ~ts southern boundary are ninty-three miles of the meandering Rio Grande , shared with 
Mexico as an international Boundary, T,1is, together with Hidalgo County on the West, 
composes the heart o~ the ri~h, lush Mag1c Valley of t~e Low~r Rio Grande, one of th~ 
most .:.ntensively ,·ul tivated areas of the world, home oc the .:amed Texas red grapefru1t 
and other c.:. trus, vegetable and . otton crops. North and Nurti1westward 1.s the great 
ranch country, of whu:n the K ... ng Ranch 1s world-known . 

o~ the ,.aunty's tnree ports on the Intracoastal Canal System, two, Port_ 
1 

Isabe l and Port Brownsville, are deep water, the latter now ranks as one of the world s 
largest ~otton port s. The Port Harlingen waterway link provides a 12 X 125 foot cnannel 
for barge transportation. 

H~stor 1,.ally, the sag::i of the county' n ,-mteru::iys c!o tes bnck to l.'..il~-152(; uhen 
the Spanish explorer, Pineda, sailed his little fleet into the natural harbor between two 
islands and named the pass, Brazos de Santiago, because of its discovery on St. James Day. 
In the nearby river, which he named Rio de lns Palmas for the nntive palm groves, a remnant 
of which r emains todny, he spent forty days repairing his boats and exploring the country 
upstream for a probable distance of eighteen miles. Pineda's £nvorable report of the area 

l 

caused Francisco Garay, Govenor 0£ Jamacia, to at t empt a settlement nt the mouth of the 
river three years later . During ~is voyage an e lection was held for nn a l calde and five 
councilmen for the new town, "Garay", to be founded at th~ mouth of the Rio de las Palmas, 
which had it materialized, would have been the first European settlement in the New Wor ld. 

Pract4cally all of wha t is now Cnmeron County was given by the King of Spain to some 
hall-dozen of his countrymen for settlement. In 1771, Jose S~lvador de la Garza es tablished 
the firs t settlement at Rancho Viejo in the Espiritu Santo grant. Other Spanish names on 
the pages of its history include those of Alonzo de Leon, Miguel de la Falcon, the Ba lli's, 
Josu and Nicholas, the latter a pries t, fo r whom Padre Island is named, and the great 
colonizer, Jose Escandon. For almost n hundred years thereafter history takes no note of 
this tip of l and . In the ear ly spring of 18}6, the Texas . Colonists were fighting the War 
of Independznce from Mexico, whose independence from Spain had been established in 1821. 
The warship INVINCIBLE of thu Texas Navy was sent to pa trol the waters at the mouth of the 
Rio Grande as 2000 Mexican troops,mobilized nt Matamoros, were waiting for transportation 
to r einforce Santn Annn, then enroute from the Alamo to San J acinto. The little vessel 
performed creditably in a skirmish with the Mexican warship BRAVO and ~he U.S. POCKET, 
carryi ng contrabrand cargo and n fa ls~ manifest. 

The nation's wars have brought soldiers to this a r ea pe riodical ly. In the War with 
Mexico, Gc ne r nl Zachary Taylor :md Ins occupation troops planted the American fln& on the 
banks o~ the Rio Grande, March 28, 1846, and immediat ely threw up nn earthen breastworks ot 
n point opposite the Mexican town of Matamoros. Tnylor l eft his fort garrisoned with fifty 
men, under Major Jacob Brown , moving his troops to protect the hose of his supplies at the 
harbor, the small village at th-.! point of the Isab.ella gr.:i.nt that had been o swnmer resort 
for wealthy Mexicans since 1777. 

On May J, the Mexican General Arista laid siege on the fort while Ampudia crossed the 
Rio Grande to prcv~nt Tnylor's return. On May d the force s of Taylor and Arista met in the 
battle of Palo Alto on a prairie about midway. 

On the fol l owing day th~ Americans defeated the Mexicans again in the Battle of Resaca 
de las Palmas. The fLe ld work on the Rio Grande, originally called Fort Tnylor, was given 
th~ n~me o~ Fort Brown in honor of its gallant cominand~r wno died of wounds received the 
s-::cund day of the siege. Brownsville , the town thnt grew up around the ~01· t, ,.ommcr ates 
both the man ::md the ~ort. 

Foct Bcown wa s the f irst United Stntes for built in Texas. It existed in various 
f0rms ~or ~ nundred years. Over it have f l own four f lags; the banner of the bandit Cortina, 
the Lune Stnr £leg and the f l ag of the Confe<l~rncy, each have, for a time, r~plnce<l the 
Stars and Stripes . Men from its barracks quelled Indian r a ids in the early 1850's . In 
1360 Robert E. Lee was stationed th-.!rc wh4lc he disposed of the Cortina problem. In 1~06 
Fvct Brown mnde news because of the rnids of its Negro Soldiers. The period from 1~14 t o 
l~l7 was known as the "Bu,:d ..:? r Trouble". B1.·ownsville was made hcadquart~rs for n military 
Jistcict thnt Lnclud~d J0,000 Nntionnl Guardsmen. Many oE the men stationed here durLng 
~ h~ bnndit p0rio<l returned to mnke the Valley the ir horn<.!. 

The C-· lifo rnin Gold Rush uf 1849 also brought travelers through th0 Brnzus Santiago 
?:1ss t o be outfitted for the voyage up the Rio G..:-an<le as for as Carm.:1rgu. Sume stayed to 
co into business. The l ong waterway an~ the suuthcrn route .:1ppcnred t o many trave l ers to 
1>0 less haz.:irdous thnn the deserts nnd In<li.:m country of th-.: uv-.!rland route s. 

By 185~ , ~>int Isnbcl was doing a business of ten million dollars in export and impor t 
gouds for :111 the R ... o Grande country. Th-.: lighthouse built by th..: Guvcrnment in UIS:; to 
l,U:lrd Br-,zos Snntiagu Pnss, stuud acnti.nci. .,;or a hundred y..:;1rs be 'ore it b<.!came Texas' 
Emn 1 lest state pnrk. 

During the Wnr between the Stntzs soluiers of buth sides occupied Brazus Islnncl, Point 
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Isabo..:l and Bruwnsvill..! :1 t vcrious times. A granite rn1..1num<!nt marks the site of the Battle 
uc Pnlmitt~ Rnnc.:n betw~en Brazos and Brownsville. Here was fuught, 0n Mny 12 and 14, 1365 
m1..1r~ than a month aft'-'r the surr~nd~r uf General Lee, Jnc o~ th~ m~st uncxpect~d battles 
u~ History. C,,l . Juhn S. (Rip) F0rd with~ small detachment u~ 200 men Jef~ated 300 Uniun 
sol~i~rs in the last land engagement u~ th-.: war. Th~ Cunfederat~s lost only five men. T~c 
F~d-.!rnls had about thirty men kill~d ~n<l wounded and llJ men tak~n prisoners. From these 
pr1sJn0rs the Cun~edcr~tes first l0arned uf the surrender of Gencrnl L~c . 

On sume enrly Texas maps the ar-:a between the Nu.:ces River :md the Riu Grande was 
l ::ib~l~d ''Wild Hors0 P.:-airi1=1'. Because uf th-.; mild clirna.tl.! nnd the: prot-.!ctiun uf the chap
p~rel, cattle nls, thrived her~ ~nd it wns said tu hav~ been thu ~radl~ u~ the longhorn. 

Un1~r Mexican guvernment frum 1821, when Mexicu gained her independencl.! frum Spain, 
th" a co..:a was a part uf the State 0f Tamaulipas but frurn the treaty vf V~lascu in 18~6 it 
wns . la1m~d by the Republic ,)£ T.::xas nn,1 wns includ.:::d in th0 c.:uunty of San Patriciu. T...,n 
y-.; .'.lrs l;,.ter, this immens-.! area was reJuced by the .Eurmatiun uf Nueces Cuunty out uf the 
S0uth-..:rn p,.1 rt.1.un. In 1848 a further reduction was mndc by the c rl.!:l tion uf Camerun Cvunty, 
,.0ntaining ~ ,iOH square miles, ,n ~rec f0ur times th~ siz~ Jf Rhude Island nn<l twice tho..: 
siz<.? uf D-..:lawarc. . The cuunty' s size wns ,'\gain r-,duced with the Lrc:1tiun u,: Will.:1cy .'.'.ml 
Kcns:! ,ly C .. JUnti-=S t D the N11rth, t 0 its present nr1..:n u~ 88J square m.tlcs. 

Ewen Cnmer0n, fur whom tha county is named, was a Scotchman who fuught in th'-' T~xas 
Rev-Jluti,.m and th(.!n engt\g,2.j in ti1e cattl-..: business. Lnt..ir as capt.'.'lin uf a company 1..' f cow
b1.1ys hi.! tuok pr1rt .1.n the ill-'.:,1tcd Mier Expediti1..1n. Although C~1merc..m dr"w a whit<.! bl.!an in 
th-.: " Bl.'.'.ck B<.?an Episv<l.:.! 11 nt Mcxicv;s P0rJtc Prison, he was 0xccut~.1 th(.!re on April 25, 1843, 
with the huldcrs uf th..; blnck b(.!ans bccaus;:: he was a lc.:1der. 

Wh ... n urgn.i.nzc,;rl in Scptemb-=r 1848 the county sent was l ,,cn tcd nt Santa Ritn with Isrn~l 
B.i.gL_;w 1..1f BruwnsvilL.:! 'lS the first u unty JU'l ge. This scttl"ni..mt, ,'1b0ut tlirc,;e mil'-'s W.::st 
,:: BrJwnsvillc un th,-' Old M.tlitary R0a<l, nnd the first mau\.! Nu rth uf th~ Rio Grandi.:! by 

Anglu-Americnns, had f ,Jr its .::uund...:rs Amc1.·ican citizens living in Mntarnuros nt th-.! begin
ning 0f tl1e Mexic;,.n War. Ont! uf th..?S<?, Chnrl""s Stillman, pror,1v t-.d the t uwn :1 t B-..·0wnsvill0 
nn1 in Janunry 1849 tht! cuunty cuurt was trnnsfcre<l ther'-, 

In 1850 the city guvernment wns vrgainzcJ and by 185J tlte pupulation haJ increase~ 
to ;),500. Lt. Chntiield, in bis "Twin Cities uf th..: B.irder, publish(.!<.l in Br0wnsvill12 in 
18~..,, r,,iv0s th.::: pvpulnti.1n .;,Z th0 CJunty as only 15,000 nt tlt<'.t tim"". 

T affic un the.! R1u G.nn<le nnd th\.! pass t o tne Gulf was a m,'1jo r industry for many ,ic 
,;n lC!s ::is th-.r0 were.! f.2w ruads, only trails. Indians uf Nv rthcrn Mexico h.'.ld ma<lL Wt!ll-lc
c1n-..:rl trails in th0 eighteenth century t L' the s.1lt min.2s, lucato2d '\bout .:-.1.fty 1,tiles N,.1 rth 
.lC tlw riv-.!r noel ab,,ut twenty mil.:!S W.::?st uf the Coast. Fuught over for twu centuries, El 
S.'.'.l Jc l Rey, once the r oya l snlt mine of the.! King of Spain, becam-.! ,'1 military objcctiv~ dur
.i.ng the Civil W.:ir. The wngons that cnmc down the "Old Co tton Rund' bringing the Suuth · s 
,_•Jt t u n tu tit~ Ri·J Grande, th.? only unblocknde<l purt, c.1rri0,.l back s.'.llt thnt, nt tim\.!S, 
jr0ught as ouch ns $1.30 p..;r pu un<l. 

The ~irst r~ilrca~ in the c1..1unty w.'.ls built by Go..:nernl Phil SheriJan in 1864-1865 t u 
fnc~litntc tht! 1Jovem6nt of truups anJ supplies from Brazos Island to White's Ranch un th0 
riv-..:r . Thi.! Rio Grnn<lc Railway, completed by its builder, Simon c~l.'1yn, replnco..:i the t~1t1-
p,Jr.~ry me Jf Civil Wnr Jays nn<l c-.,nnectc<l Brownsvill-.! with ti1e cunst. In 1~09 n cirnrtcr 
was tnken u ut for th~ p,.,int Isabel nnd Ri cJ Grande Vall~y R~ilwny whic.:h was r..?built as n 
s t .-m.!ard gnu8e runt.!. 

Muc!crn gr,Jwth 0[ th(.! area .Jntes ?rot,1 190'-+ when the St. Luuis, Brownsville and Mexic.:nn 
Ra ilwny w:1s cu1,1pl0t..;c! thro ugh Carn~r m Cu unty to Bruwnsvill-..:. The stage lin~s t 1J Curpus 
Ci1risti an ,J tu Alic.::, that iwcl been 111 ...:xist~nce fur s01,1e years, were nu l,Jngcr ncecled . 

Tht:! t1,wns Jcsign:1tc,t :1.t intl.!rvnls ,m th.., rnilr..., .'.l,l 's blue prints £IS Cvr,1bes, Hari.ingcn, 
B..,ssie (Inter nn111c-! S"\n Benitu), sucm wer-.! realities. Oth0r C,)mmunitics that gr..:w intu 
t JwnS -.., r were L'.li"'. .Jut by _\c velup .... rs wcr~ L-:1 Feria, S .nt:i Rosa , Pri1,1era, RiJ H,Jn .!o, Lus 
Fc-..:sn >S .'.ln•\ Oh.1it0. 

L m C. Hill, Liunrl-..:c ,,£ Harlingen .'.ln,1 · .. ,ne ,) : the prot.io tcrs uf the rnilrun 1, plnnn...::,l 
his t, ,wn '.:vr thl.! strat<..!gic pusiti,,n m th-.: Arroy<, C<1 lurn,l., .:tnd nt tl1e juncti m uf t,1_ spur 
r ..,.'.\·l t•, b'"' built westw"\c,l. In 1927, t,i. . .: S ,uth~rn Pnciiic lines w..::r0 cu111pl(.!t~:J int~ the 
Vall.:;y with Harlingen .'.'It thc cn,ssrJ,"\,\s puint. Harling...:n's ph.::nc,1.1inal gr,Jwth, .:is a co171r,ter
cial ::mJ "'. istributiun c.: .... nt0r with nn o..:sti1,lnt-.!c~ pv pulati_,n in J"lnunry 1951;, vf J8,000 .i.s 
pL=t•f Jf Mr. H.1.ll ' s visiun uf th-2 futur'"' ,,f: his t uwn . 

W:i.th th.? ,'1lvnncl.!1,1t!nt uf r-'lil tr.:insp .,rtnti m, irrigntiu n pr -, J..;cts were prur.1u tl.!r\ anr\ 
:in."\OC-.! J . Agnin, L•Jn C. Hill's f_.res1ght wns in tht.! f.,r0fr,,nt. He plannc,l , fin.:i.nccc\ .:mJ 
put into ,p-..:.:-ati m W:1ter District N , . 1, in Cm:1::!r ,n C1unty. Tllu us,'1n-1s JJ: .::icr0s ,,f r1.~h 
'1lluvi.'11 s.1il c.:.JV..ir~c.\ with ,m .'.lh1r,st .i.np ... nctrnbl..:? jungle ,,;= brush w~re clenrc l; .1.rrignti,m 
syster:1s w~rc inst.'.ll1ec:, bn.nging wat..!r No rtltwarcl fru1.1 th0 r .LVCr by n.:ttur,'11 fluw, all u( 

wnich requir0<..'. V,'1St su,.,s ,c uuney plus th ... visi1•n .:mJ w,:rk uf r,1.,ny pro1.1J t1o.?rs. 
N·_.w, only p -..:uple wer...: n..;.2<lcd, 111.'.lny p -..!,iple . P-..:upl" t u buy the l.:1n,l, build humcs, pl.'1nt 

'1n.l hnrv~st n var.i.cty uf crups tl11..: year r ,und. This ne..;,l gnv~ rise t1..1 the ltundr0<ls uf lnnd 
·- Ji.1p'.lni"'s '.\, rme '. in t11u 1.1u!-west t > bring pc.! >pl2 cn 1;1.'.lSS-..! ,,n ''h.,1.1Lse...:k..;rs tr'1ins' t (, th" 
Magi~ Valley 0£ th ... Lvwu r Ri, GranJ~. 

The.! first lnn'.1 bvuu, s1,1.1ll .:m,I l cc.:11 in n'1ture, c0nc:erncd sug..-1r c.:in..; lnnc\ but thnt 
in.:ustry f.'1ilcJ in 1910. S ... x yc)ars lntcr th~ f.1.rst larg0 c ,1.1r.1.2rcial citrus urchnrd wns 
pl,ntec! in the V·.llcy .,n,'. SJL,n th" - ltrus-er0 Vs! an.\ vegctnblo 1nm'. b ... :..1r,1 was , ,n . Th~ lnn-1 
LJ1;1p .:my ..lcv(!l0pi-1ent ,,f tho..: V.:illey ro..:,"\ch(.!•! its peak in th1,; t;li,l-tw...:ntics. In tn(! l1;,40's 
unny vi: th(;! r..;r,1.'.lining l.:1rg'- tr.:i.cts 0f native.! brusn wc r" c. learo;'. f_.r cuttun. .i\b,,ut 250,000 
"\cn:.s .,r'- n JW un,kr irrig'1ti·m in C,,□"'ron C.,unty. 



Th\.! gcvgr~phic lJcatiun ,E tl1J CJunty g1v~s 1t c~rtain nJvantag1.:s: thr~ugh its purts, 
th<.! S Juth .... nJvs t t'-'n,1inus ,J E th..: Intr,,c >i'lst:H Wat~rwny Systc1.1, is h:1n~'.k' 11uch >f tlL p_.rt 
business _,f N rth..:rn M1..xicu ; '1S a p ,rt J~ ~ntry into Mcxicu; cs ~n international airport 
,m,'. :1s a r-.:Crl.!:ltJ. ,n Cl.!nto2r . 01.!Vcl ,phll.!nt uf tn1.. c,unty's 1:1ur\.! t hnn JJO ncrl.!S ,m Pa,1r(l 
IslanJ began with th\.! c >Dpl~tivn llf the tw,.J ::in 1 ,'.1 hnlf r,1ill i un c!J llar C,'1US-.!Way cunn<.:ctine 
th ... S .,uthLrn tip : Po. Ir'- Islan I with P rt Is'.lb\.!l. The wat~rs ;f th .... Lagunn M.:l~r..:, the 
resac.-i.s, th\.! Riv Grnndl.!, fl.n .l th<.) t..rr:,y., C,l .... r .,Ju uffl.!r nnjur fishing Znciliti1.:s. Thl.?S1.!, 
t Jg1.. thcr with :-1 sub-tr.,pi'-,'11 clir.1:'.t<.!, 1.1.'.lkc th.., 1 Junty .'.lttrnctiv'- t; tuurists frl,l.1 th-.: ,1il 
W1.!S t ,'1n l C".n,'1,:n . 

Evl.)ry pb,'1s1.. Jf ,!Lvel·Jpmun t s ... 1..;r.1s t 1. cur.ii.! in its ti1.1 .... :m,! fvr its ne-=,:. It wuuld 
n vw ,'1pp1...a:c that the n-.!xt striC:<.! f_,rwn r ~ in th~ tip uf T-.!xns is t .; prcpnre ., pl.,ygr-, un,! ~nr\ 
n ~.11,1ZJrt,bl1.;, ,ttractiv..: pl,,cc f v :c p.:: ,pl1.,; vi. th..c g .,l kn y .... l!rs t ., live .:i.ft<..?r r..?tir1.:1.11.:nt. 

,r if IF 
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Miss Jeanne ord 
P. o. x 592 
Horlin~en, Texo.s 

Dear l . ~ w rd: 

.3812 Oert1n 
Jl,:,'..l!Jt::>n 4 , Texas 
S6pt ber 5, 1958 

v just receivec. yo• r 1, .. s the lo:a.l current "' da ohaiman 
of th Ll of H rllncw • As tc.t• oha1m 0.1. A, I a!Uch intereasted ira 
1n how ou azkl your c itte . lan to . ecoed vitb your "Know Your County" 
st dy. When you h~ve ~td y ur lans, l hop th t you will ~rite • 
and cive e y~ur ~tl1ne r r '.-\:>re. 

Your pr idcnt l-!rr . 'A,hite, will reco1v shortly a ubl1cati !l 
fl\:, tl ,e Illi o1es t· t Lea:ue, "A cO• 1d to Publ1 1n: a K ow Y ur 
Town Bo klet. 0 his has bee ordered by our State Office, bee.uni 
we fa l th4t it wJll be h l ru1 to loc l lea,:ua9, whotner they lit.l"e doin, 
a "YJiow _our Town'' or "Know Your County" study. I ' sure y u will 
Ifie 1t bc.ro e lo,. After y uh. ve 1n1 hed -with it, willy u pl•·s• 
return to ur 0 t~te Office, so others can use it. 

Do you h ve our owt state publ tic,ns "On the I.o e F~nt 0 ? It 
not, b sure to ,et it, !or y u will ~1 d that the 10 steps for 
aucco sful cu1·rent ace1.d• rAost hol .rui. 

I · 1,ht also succest th t you ~~k so• neon your c 1ttee to 
kee runn1n ac ount r the st s y u t. "-< in oarryi1 ut y ur 
1t • 'l.'hir w111 f\lrni. h raoord of y >ur oco plistm.ents or your 
LeQ~u• f1los , nnd ,.-111 ce t,lildinc for the future l>n LCA 1·c "'S• 

I •,1i 11 be lo k1 forward to receiv 111 your outlo:>k r r work. 

C:,rd1ally, 

oca\elite 
so 
Braunacel 



LEAGUE OF WOMEM VOTERS OF HARLINGEN 

CAMERON COUNTY SURVEY 
SECTION IV 

PUBLIC HEALTH AND SANITnTION 

It is only tov ,Jc t.an tnut tho Public H1..!.:1lth a nd S.:mitati0n 0-.!p.'.lrti:icnt is incurrl..!ctly 
cvnfuscd w1ti.l and c0r.1binc,l with th-.! D.apnrtCJ..!nt oZ W~l'.:ar;;. ThL!sc twu dcpartr:ients a rl..! 
different ond sepnrat~ <lapartu1.;nts in th..! county. Public H-.!alth a n <l Snnitation is con
c.:1rncd witn t111.; ncalth and snnitation uf .:111 p..!rsons in thl..! county, woJ.11..! t.1c Wcl.carc 
Dcpa rto..!nt 4S cunccrn~d with the wcl :arl..! vf thl..! indigent. Public Hl..!alth ~n<l Sanitation 
will b~ J iscuSSl..!d ,wrc a nd Public W'-'l h r::: will b~ J iscuss~d in n l :1 t ;;r section. 

Tnl..! Public H<.!alth .'.!nd S,'lnit.:ition D<.!p.'.lrtr.1ent nvt only serves tl1~ rural nrcas 0f tile 
county but ols0 serves urbnn c>.rcas. This dcpa rt1:il..!nt .1.s rcsponsibl l..! t 0 th~ State Hcalth 
D~portr.wnt f o r fulfillintS t,1-= rt!sponsibilitH.!S .:md d utie s os s<.!t up by the State, to the 
Caneron Cuunty Curi1missi,mers Court for its financL!S .:ind t u the B.;arr.l of H....:alth fur its 
po licies. The din:!ctvr uf the H-.:al tu Dcpartra..!nt d1v1<l~s his ti1:1<.! an<l s~rviccs witt1 
H .. dalgo Cu unty and is in actuali ty only .'.l p.::!r t-ti□u wo rk-.:r i n Car.icr un Cuunty .:1nJ only 
partially paid by Cor:tl..!ron C...,unty. Under ins d1r.:?cti0n a r c two Vcnc rec1l DJ.s1.;asc ur H..!altl1 
Inv~stigaturs w1w ore p .:-.i,! by tt1..! State, twv c L.!rk stcn0grnpncrs a nd tnrcl..! sep.:irate units 
woich J.nclu<ll..! Nursing D:...vision, Reg.1.00111 State L .. 10uratory, an d Snnitati0n Division. There 
arc also fuur Cc.unty D~•c t 0rs who are nu t under tlw Cvunty H'-'olth 0 1.;p,'.lr tr.1cnt but whu n r e 
appointer! by a nd r~spunsJ.bl.:: t c., the C0r;nission -2r' s Cv urt fur u:1ch vf tn..! Zvur precincts in 
th...! Cvunty. Th..!se physicia ns care f o r tnc F1..!<ler a l , Cuunty and CLty prisoners witnin their 
nrcas, sign l~gnl health warrants for quoront.1.nc purp,)s-2s , nnJ car2 o~ til.:: indigent sick. 

The Board o: Heal th 1.s cur.1pused 0£ fuur ocr.1bers, •Jnc Zru1.1 er.1ct1 prec inct, ::in d on.:!-at
largc, .:ippuinte<l by t i1e C,;unty Judge. Then, or~ s;:eraingly n u speciEic quali f ications f o r 
being u meober uf t ,ns Board. The Board scl<l:Jo, J.f ~v1;r, □~1.;ts as .:1 group but ore called 
on the t e l .:? phon~ by the chairniln t u oakc r.taJ,)r <l1;c1.s1.ons 1n po licy. This Buard u1.:ikes 
policies and uppruves n ew c1:iplvyees rl..!c,,r:u.1,:md~d by tl ,1..! dircctur 0f ttw Health Unit. Un
fortunately tuey Ju nv t h,'1Ve access t u .: inonc...!s nod 1..!VCn th,;ugh thl..!y cuul,! c r \;.'.ltc .'.:! new, 

~e<led posititin,it would bl:.! unly if t11C! C ,r:inission e rs C ,urt ogrec:d . 

THE BUDGET: Approxiiaotcly, Nine ty l..! 1.ght cunts (9d~) p~r capi t:1 1s buc:g-.:! t,;;,! Zor publI.c 
n1;alU1 in C:luero n C<J unty. Tuu uf t~n tnc budge t. on d aud it of t l1c C,.)unty H--'a ltn D~pnrtnent 
J.S lunped t ugl..!t,1er with th12 Welfare O...!partc.i-mt. Fruu a t 1J tal of $199,520.00 budeeterl in 
1S58, only $67,500.00 was for the Dcpnrt1:i...!nt of Public H...!o lth aml Sanitatiun. These funds 
arc r:iatchcJ by the 8tntc an,1 C1ti.,s olsu cuntribuC-1 t o t11c fund, as fo llows: 

$67,500.00 C.;unty FunJs 
$55,460.00 Sta te Funds 
$1/, 9J7. 00 City Fund s 

$140,d~/.00 T , tal for Public H-.!alth a nd S.:mitation 

HOSPITAL FACILITIES IN CAMERON COUNTY: 
B.;,.;wnsvillc - Mc:rcy H,;spitnl - Private, GcnL!rn l HL,spital. 

L...,wer Lanb H,,u..) - I'rivatc, witl1 Mcdicnl supervi
s1un for retired pers ons. 

San Benito - D...1 lly Vinsant - Private , Genern l h0spitnl. 

Va lley Baptist - Private, Ge ncrol h0spital. 
Statc Tubcrculv SJ.S Husp1ta l - State, Tubc rculc.,s1.s 

H0spitn l. 
Sunlnnd Clinic - Pri vatc, G .. m e rnl with r:i .. mta l a nd 

gcrin tric pat1...!nts. 

OTHER FfiCILITIES AVAILABLE IN THE COUNTY: 

I. NURSING DIVISION: 

San B..:nit0 -
H:,r 1 ingen 

Sunny Gl1.mn H-Jnc 
Buys Rnnch - ) 
G:i.rls Re siJcnc.:?) 

- P~·iv.:it0 Orphonagc 
Suppurt~d by s~rvic-.! Organizations, 
f o r boys and girls fr .;t.1 broken hu1:ics. 

Tll~ pur.p.;sc uf t.°1..; public h..?n lth nursing is nu t ._,nly t u tr~nt thl..! indigent but is alsu 
.Zur public h..!oltt . ..!Jucatiun on,! prcvcnti0n uf J isease . V0nereal Discns <.!S an:i Tuberculosis 
a r c tn ... unly cl1. s\;ascs wh1.ch o r ,.l treated by t h-:! publ1...:: licalt;1 nurses . fl r egister of .:ill 
tub~rcuLJUS coses i n t h..! C,,unty is ke pt in t lw San B-.:nJ.t<., •Jff:i...::c . All cases Jisct1nrgeJ 
er ,r.1 ti1c H.:1rlingcn State Tub(?rculusis H .. spitn l .:ire foll0wcd f o r n t least tm.1 years by tne 
publ ~c h~alth nursas. Othe r services renJercJ, besides tho se listed on the orgnnizat Lunal 
c,w.rt, :tre e pi<l.:?m:i.. ,_; l c,gy ( ,:asc 1 in<ling '.:ur tube rculosis), ir..t:1Unizo tion cl:i..nics, t eaching 
pr.::vcntivc 1.1e,licim~ t tJ 1.ndivi<luals t,irr;ug ,1 hvrJe visits, child welfare clinics, and ve ne real 
Ji s ~~s~ 1nvcstig.'.ltiuns. 

F ,r inf.Jrr:tati ,JO ,,i: urgauization an<l clinics, refer t v the organiza t1vnnl chart. 



On thl..! last census, 1~)0, t~2re wcr~ 140,000 p\;0plc in C::iw0r vn C- unty. Tha t C..)nsus 
,ws prubably 1.ncr0ase(l in tne pnst .... 1.gnt ycnrs t ., n total ...;f 160,000 p..)Opl~. Tu0r<.! n rl..! 
tw-.:!lvc public li<!:.ilt11 nurs0s s12rv1.ng 160,000 persons in an .'.lrl:!n uf 88.., square 01.l12s. 
This g iv0s a rnt1.0 uE un~ nurse p..)r lJ,JOO peupl..:. Tne n a t1.unal r a tiv 1.s standnr<l1.ze.l 
::it un<.! nurse t u e ve ry .':i,000 pc(; plc with n u b2Js1.dc c.::irc, a n J .,n-= nurs-:: t o 2,000 pc'-•pL.: 
wh-.?r~ there is beds 1.Je car<.?. TtJ bring ,JUr cuunty nurs1.n3 divisi-,n up t ~ .'.l nativn.::il 
r n ti ,, based vn vn 2 nurs..! P'-"r S, 000 pcvplc, we WL>uld n ecJ twenty 1,1ur~ nurses, 1.ink1.ng c. 
t )t<'-1 u f J2 . 

Many tir.1.l s we fin:.l prubl2us vnry fror:i r..)gH.,n t ,J r..::eivn ;:mJ area t u a rea . Th..:r~ ar,:: 
S..)V~ral un1.quf! pru bl2r.1s wt11.ch the Car.1drvn C~unty H..::.::il th Nurs12 1.1ay .:: 1.nJ in this n rcn. 
Tn-.!y ,.1.::iy b..) listed ns ,:ulL,ws: 

1. L;m8U<'-8.:? barri2rs 
2. L,.w ~c.,nv1,11.c cvnd1.t.1.,Jns ,,f t,1~ pco pl2 . 
..J. N , c,Jntn>l vv~ r 1:11.dw1. vcs, w11v .::tr\; very pr<.!V<'-1,mt 1n this .::ire?.::i. 

(In Br,Jwnsv1.ll e? ,.,n\2 year th~r;.; wt2rc 2,000 ba bi..:s bvrn, ,nly 
900 vf wh1.cn w2r..) ,je l1v..)r<.!d by n d .;ctvr.) 

4. c . .,r,1r.1un1.cn t1.ng with .:ind 1;Juc.:i t1.ng p..:uplc w,10s~ backgr,JUnJ !1.1.stvr -
cnl ly 1.ncluJ..:s r.iany sup..:rst1.ti0ns, cspccinlly th1.-• S<.:! which re lat-.! 
to accl..!p ting pro per ra..)J ical advice, 

~- Nurs-.!s arc nut cuv2r~J by a Nurse P~actic1.ng h ,. t,1.n T2xns, but .::i rd 
.1.ncluJ1;J in th2 M..:Jicnl Doc t o r Prncticin~ h~t. 

II. Sanitation Div1.sun ) 
) Th2s~ tw.) ,!ivis1.,ms w1.ll b..) Jis<.:uss"',J in y0 ur next 

III . Rl..!givnal State La bu ratury ) ncwsl u ttur. 

FOR PUBLIC CONSiuER~TION. 

l:'ublic h~nltb cunst1.tutcs n wi,h:!r c\rcn tnan cnrc uf th~ 1.nclig-.:!nt .1.ll. Its functi <,ns 
.::in.: ...:Jucatiun, trc.1.nint, ,,~ lh.:i!l t11 pc.?rsunn..:l, prc,r.iutl.dO v f bctt<2r cu1.11;1un1.ty h..!Olt,1 .:m d 
t,1-::! prl..!v<:!ntic .n ,, f ·li saos..::. 

J.. M .. r'" C<>Unty ,11..!olti1 nurses w:i.th u nil;\h~r r a t e vf pay nr"' n C=l..!,le~! t u bring C.'.'.r:l\.! r cm 
C.,unty up t, u:i..ni,.1U1,1 n .:itiun ,'1 1 ~tnn-lnr,'. s. 

2. fl. i.1v r2 2:f~ct1.vc 1.ntegrat1.un uf t,ic f v ruuLJti._,n uf pul1.c1.1:s .:me '. ~lpprvpri::iti,,n 
,.,f f unds wi t ,1 r.1-, r-=? scl1~dul..!•_! 1,1cet1.nt,s Wvul,'. bt.: clesir,1blc. 

3. G.1.ving suppurt t ,; rt Nurse l:'1.·::tcticinJ f,,.: t 1.n t t1c next Le1:;1.sl.::itivl! scss1.un wvuld 
be ,f b..!n ... .f1.t tv <J Ur public licaltn nurses. 

4. Tht.;)re is :.1 n<.!~ ; t v clarify and scp::tr:1t.;? t11~ fun ls uf th2 Public H..:.::il th ,:m.J 
S.::initati:;n Dupnrtr:.ent cr u1.1 t nc i?ubl1.c W..! l inr~ D..:po rtr.h.!Ot . 

S. Tc1c r e .::i r1: n .., r..:!quirc1;1cnts fur i: r\;qu~nt ,lt;.'.\ltn -.!Xill.11.natiuns f ur t-.!,"'.lCh<.!rS. 

6. A .cull -t1.t,1.;? J ir...:ct,,r o; Publ.1.c. Health nn t S.:mitntiun wuuld bl:! ,.Jcs irablc. 
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DO YOU KNOW ? ? ? 

That TB is catching 

That Cameron and Hidalgo Counties have more knowhcases of 
TB than any other counties in the United States 

That 171 cases from Harlingen have been hospitalized in 
the past three years 

That 80 children aged from one month to eighteen years 
are now hospitalized at the Harlingen State TB 
Hospital 

That if these were the figures for encephalitiys, small pox, 
Typhoid fever or other catching diseases, it would be 
considered an epidemic 

HARLINGEN could lead the way to a healthier Valley with a 
good X- Ray program. 

YOU can help by asking your City Commission for such a 
program. 

COURTESY OF HARLINGEN LEAGUE OF W01•!EN VOTERS 
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