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BREVET MAJOR-GENERAL HENRY G. THOMAS, U. 8. V.

proposition was received with disfavor. Matters
remained in statu quo until about 2 p. M., when the
enemy’s anticipated assault was made.

About 9: 30 A. M. General Meade had given posi-
tive orders to have the troops withdrawn from the
crater. To have done so under the severe fire of
the enemy would have produced a stampede, which
would have endangered the Union lines, and might
possibly have communicated itself to the troops
that were massed in rear of the Ninth Corps. Gen-
eral Burnside thought, for these and other reasons,
that it_would be possible to leave his command
there until nightfall, and then withdraw it. There
was no means of getting food or water to them, for
which they were suffering. The midsummer sun
caused waves of moisture produced by the ex-
halation from this mass to rise above the crater.
Wounded men died there begging piteously for
water, and soldiers extended their tongues to
dampen their parvched lips until their tongues
seemed to hang from their mouths. Finally, the

" enemy, having taken advantage of our inactivity

to mass his troops, was seen to emerge from the
swale between the hill on which the erater was
situated and that of the cemetery. On account of
this depression they could not be seen by our ar-
tillery, and hence no guns were brought to bear
upon them. The only place where they could be
observed was from the crater. But there was no
serviceable artillery there, and no infantry force
sufficiently organized to offer resistance when the
enemy’s column pressed forward. All in the era-
ter who could possibly hang on by their elbows and
toes lay flat against its conical wall and delivered
their fire; but not more than a hundred men at a
time could get into position, and these were only
armed with muzzle-loading guns, and in order to
re-load they were compelled to face about and
place their backs against the wall.

The enemy’s guns suddenly ceased their
long-continued and uninterrupted fire on the
crater, and the advancing column charged
in the face of feeble resistance offered by the
Union troops. Af this stage they were per-
ceived by our arfillery, which opened a mur-
derous five, but too late. Over the crest and
into the crater they poured, and a hand-to-
hand conflict ensued. It was of short dura-
tion, however; crowded as our troops were,
and withoutorganization,resistance was vain.
Many men were bayonefed at that time—
some probably that would not have been, ex-
cept for the excitement of batfle. About 87
officers and 1652 men of the Ninth Corps were
captured, the remainder retiring to our own
lines, to which the enemy did not attempt to
advance. Among the captured was General
William F. Bartlett. Earlier in the war he
had lost a leg, which he replaced with one of
cork. While he was standing in the crater, a
shot was heard to strike with the peculiar
thud known to those who have been in action,
and the general was seen to totter and fall. A
number of officers and men immediatelylifted
him, when he ecried out, “Put me any place
where I cansitdown.” “Butyouarewounded,
General, are n’t you?” was the inquiry. “My
leg is shattered all to pieces,” said he. “Then you
can’t sit up,” they urged; “you’llhave tolie down.”
“QOh, no !” exclaimed the general, ‘“i¢’s only my cork
leg that’s shattered?” . . .

THE CHARGE OF THE COLORED
DIVISION.

BY HENRY GODDARD THOMAS, BREVET MAJOR-
GENERAL, U. 8. V.

Commanding Second Brigade of Colored Troops at the
i Battle of the Crater.

. . . For some time
previous tothe explosion
of the mine it was deter-
mined by General Burn-
side that the colored di-
vision should lead the

GUIDON OF THOMAS'S BRIGADE OF assault. The gellﬂl‘&].
THE COLORED bivision—sHapep tactical ]’)1?[]1 had been
PARTS, GREEN; THE FIELD, WHITE. given_to the brigade com-
manders (Colonel Sigfried and myself), with a
rough outline map of the ground, and directions
to study the front for ourselves. But this
latter was impracticable except in momentary
glimpses. The enemy made a target of every
head that appeared above the work, and their
marksmanship was good. The manmner of study-
ing the ground was this: Putting my battered old

hat on a ramrod and lifting it above the
rampart just enough for them not to dis-
cover that no man was under it, I drew
their fire; then stepping quickly a few
paces to one side, I took a hasty obser-
vation. . . .

About 11 p. M., July 29th, a few hours
before the action, we were
officially informed that the
plan had been changed, and  “os
our division would not lead.

We were then bivonacking on
our arms in rear of our line, just
behind the covered way leading
to the mine. I returned to that
bivouae dejected and with an in-
stinet of disasterfor the morrow.
AsgIsummoned and told my regi-
mental commanders, their faces
expressed the same feeling.

Any striking event or piece of
news was usually eagerly dis-
cussed by the white troops, and
in the ranks military eritics were
as plenty and perhaps more vol-
uble than among the officers.
Not so with the blacks; impor-
tant news such as that before us,
after the bare announcement,
was usually followed by long si-
lence. Theysatabout in groups,
‘“studying,” as they called it.
They waited, like the Quakers,

for the spirit to move ; when the (T

spirit moved, one of their sing-
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RELICS IN THE CRATER MUSEUM.
s 1. Musket-barrel with bullet-hole at the muz-
zle. 2. Musket burst by two bullets meeting in
the barrel, a bullet having entered the muzzle as the gun
was discharged. 3. Musket struck by six bullets, one ¢m-
bedding itself in the barrel near the bayonet. 4. Musket bent

after having been cocked and capped. 5. Musket-stock covered

ers would uplift a mighty voice, withblood, found in a homb-proof. 6. Sword found in a bomb-proof. 7. Broken sword.
¢ 8 Lining of ige-box. 9. Cant forated by bullets, 10, Shovel havi
like a bard of old, in a wi vt . Lining of a cartridge-box. 9. Canteen perforated by bullets. 10. Shovel having
2% : ild S,O bullet-holes, found on the Union picket line in front of the crater. 11. Frying-pan
of chant. If he did not strike naving bullet-holes; taken out of the crater.

a sympathetic chord in his hear-

ers, if they did not find in his utterance the expo-
nent of theiridea, he would sing it again and again,
altering sometimes the words, more often the mu-
sie. If his changes met general acceptance, one
voice after another would chime in; a rough har-
mony of three parts would add itself ; other groups
would join his, and the song would become the
song of the command.

The night we learned that we were to lead the
charge the news filled them too full for ordinary
utterance. The joyous negro guffaw always break-
ing out about the camp-fire ceased. They formed
circles in their eompany streets and were sitting
on the ground intently and solemnly “studying.”
At last a heavy voiee began to sing,

““We-e looks li-ike me-en a-a-marchin’ on,
‘We looks li-ike men-er-war.”
Over and over again he sang it, making slight
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SONG OF THE COLORED DIVISION BEFORE CHARGING INTO THE CRATER.
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changes in the melody. The rest listened to him
intently ; no sign of approval or disapproval es-
caped their lips or appeared on their faces. All
at once, when his refrain had struck the right re-
sponse in their hearts, his group took it up, and
shortly half a thousand voices were upraised ex-
temporizing a half dissonant middle part and bass,
Tt was a picturesque scene—these dark men, with
their white eyes and teeth and full red lips, erouch-
ing over a smoldering camp-fire, in dusky shadow,
with only the feeble rays of the lanterns of the
first sergeants and the lights of the eandles dimly
gshowing through the tents. The sound was as
weird as the scene, when all the voices struck the
low E (last note but one), held it, and then rose to
A with a portamento as sonorous as it was elumsy.
TUntil we fought the battle of the crater they sang
this every night to the exclusion of all other songs.
After that defeat they sang it no more. . . .
Finally, about 7:30 a.y., we got the order for
the colored division to charge. My brigade fol-
lowed Sigfried’s at the double-quick. Arrived at
the crater, a part of the First Brigade entered.
The erater was already too full ; that T could easily
see. I swung my column to the right and charged
over the enemy’s rifle-pits connecting with the era-
ter on our right. These pits were different from
any in our lines —a labyrinth of bomb-proofs and
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RAISING THE

UNION FLAG OVER THE OLD STATE-
HOUSE, COLUMBIA.

0. HOWARD.

GENERAL WM. B. HAZEN.

informing Terry when he would probably be at
Fayetteville. Both messengers arrived safely at
Wilmington, and on Sunday, the day after our ar-
rival at Fayetteville, the shrill whistle of a steam-
boat floating the Stars and Stripes announced that
we were once more in communication with our
own rriends. As she came up, the banks of the river
were lined by our soldiers, who made the welkin
ring with their eheers. The opening of communi-
cation with Wilmington not only brought us our
mails and a supply of clothing, but enabled us to
send to a place of safety thousands of refugees and
contrabands who were following the army and
seriously embarrassing it. We were dependent
upon the country for our supplies of food and for-
age, and every one not connected with the army
was a source of weakness to us. On several oc-

a°51011s on the march fmm Atlant 11“;:%9}";1131 &
“apelled to drn’& tha oot mpedi-
e B e trfuus were still long, and al-

ways a source of anxiety. Pushing toward Macon,
I found some resistance from General G. W.
Smith’s new levies. The crossing of the Ocmulgee,
with its steep and muddy banks, was hard enough
for the trains. I protected them by a second
demonstration from the left bank against Macon.

GENERAL W.
GENERAL JOHN A. LOGAN.
From a photograph.

T. SHERMAN.

GENERAL JEFF. €. DAVIS.

information was transmitted from one section of
the country to amother. The advance of Sher-
man’s army through a section never before vis-
ited by a Union soldier was known far and wide
many miles in advanee of us. It was natural that
these poor ecreatures, seeking a place of safety,
should flee to the army, and el‘ldedVOl‘ to ker G
- .18, 8
sight of it. Every day as we marche?,
fisions on par-

see, on each side of our line of 7,

: ol them but some-
these people coming to us thy

the fields, bringing wﬂh g eus ‘po]es Zadel our
goods, and many good ~ad soft ground, employing

oo ving at the Oconee, Oster-

ozEe A ler, Cowsfvalla 7, with lagune bridges

carts, and whatevep VoY, W 2zl

i th;m was sai-ldseway, on his road. A division

FEAE 'a,llom' ed Aho himself had left Hood and gone
to command what Confederates he

at time:
Sebaia hastﬂy gather, had marched out to meet us

and was intrenched on the east bank. Artillery
and infantry fire swept our road. Osterhaus, ex-
cited by the shots, came to me shaking his head
and asking how we could get any further. . ¢ De-
ploy your skirmishers more and more till there is
no reply,” I said. He did so. A half mile above
he was able to send over among the eypresses a
brigade in boats. The Confederate division gave

GENERAL HENRY W. SLOCUM. I
GENERAL J. A, MOWER. us,

side. This gave rise to
a most important inven-
tion, 7. e., ** the best way
of transporting picka-
ninnies.” On the next
day a mule appeared in
" column, covered by a
blanket with two pockets
on each side, each con-
taining a little negro.
Very soon old tent-flies
or strong canvas was used
instead of the blanket,
and often ten or fifteen
pockets were attached to
each side, so that noth-
ing of the mule was visi-
ble except the head, tail,
and feet, all else being
covered by the black
woolly heads and bright
shining eyes of the little
darkies. Occasionally a
cow was made to take
the place of the mule;
this was a decided im-
provement, as the cow
furnished rations as well
as transportation for the
babies. Old stages, family
carriages, carts and lum-
ber wagons filled with
bedding, cooking utensils
and “traps” of all kinds,
with men, women, and
children loaded with
bundles, made up the bal-
ance of the refugee-train
which followed in our
rear. As all the bridges
were burned in front of
our pontoon-trains

were in constant use, and

the bridges could be left
but a short time for the use of the refugees. A
seramble for precedence in ecrossing the bridge
always occurred. The firing of a musket or pistol
in rear would bring to the refugees visions of guer-
rillas, and then came a panic. As our bridges
were not supplied with guard-rails, oeea.siona.lly a

A1 ~werded off, .
plenfy of men to hel]f;r. f)h and with ItpRociony

the burnt bridge, over 1{)00 feet low ek T Bl
house. Hazen, ready at the bridge, tu. e

over and took 1"01t McAllister by assault, - ,1’
Sherman and I witnessed from the rice mlll, some
miles away on the other bank of the Ogeechee.
Now we connected with the navy, and our supplies
flowed in abundantly. Slocum soon put a force
beyond the Savannah. Hardee, fearing to be penned
up, abandoned his works and fled during the night
before Slocum had seized his last road to the east.
On December 21st the campaign culminated as
Sherman entered Savannah. He sent the following
despateh to President Lincoln, which he received
Christmas Eve: ““I beg to present to you, as a
Christmas gift, the city of Savannah, with one
hundred and fifty heavy guns and plenty of ammu-
nition, and also about twenty-five thousand bales
of cotton.”
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MARCHING WITH SHERMAN THROUGH
THE CAROLINAS.

BY DANIEL OAKEY, CAPTAIN 2D MASSA-
CHUSETTS VOLUNTEERS.

. . . Wewere proud of our foragers. They con-
stituted a picked force from each regiment, under
an officer selected for the command, and were re-
markable forintelligence, spirit, and daring. Before
daylight, mounted on horses eaptured on the plan-
tations, they were in the saddle and away, covering
the country sometimes seven miles in advance.
Although T have said ¢“in the saddle,” many a for-
ager had nothing better than a bit of carpet and a
rope halter; yet this simplicity of equipment did
not abate his power of carrying off hams and sweet-
potatoes in the face of the enemy. The foragers
were also important as a sort of advance guard, for
they formed virtually a curtain of mounted infantry
sereening us from the inquisitive eyes of parties of
Wheeler’s eavalry, with whom they did not hesitate
to engage when it was a question of arich plantation.

‘When compelled to retire, they resorted to all
the tricks of infantry skirmishers, and summoned
reinforcements of foragers from other regiments
to help drive the “Johnnies” out. When suceess
crowned their efforts, the plantation was promptly
stripped of live stock and eatables. The natives
were aceustomed to bury provisions, for they feared
their own soldiers quite as much as they feared
ours. These subterranean stores were readily
disecovered by the practised ‘‘ Yankee” eye. The
appearance of the ground and a little probing with
a ramrod or a bayonet soon decided whether to
dig. Teams were improvised ; carts and vehicles
of all sorts were pressed into the service and
loaded with provisions. If any antiquated militia
uniforms were discovered, they were promptly
donned, and a comical procession escorted the
valuable train of booty to the point where the
brigade was expected to bivouac for the night.
The regimentals of the past, even to those of
revolutionary times, were often conspicuous.

On an oceasion when our brigade had the ad-
vance, several parties of foragers, consolidating
themselves, captured a town from the enemy’s cav-
alry, and oecupied the meighboring plantations.
Before the arrival of the main column hostilities
had eeased; order had been restored, and moek ar-
rangements were made to receive the army. Our
regiment in the advanee = 4d° caused the river to
dressed in ecwt the lowland on the South Carolina
plumed h-~ Cered with water, extending nearly half
and ~=urom the river. We were delayed several
days in vain efforts to effect a crossing, and were
finally compelled to await the falling of the waters.
Our pontoon-bridge was finally constructed and
the crossing commenced. Hach regiment as it en-
tered South Carolina gave three cheers. The men
seemed to realize that at last they had set foot on
the State which had done more than all others fo
bring upon the country the horrors of eivil war.
In the narrow road leading from the ferry on the
South Carolina side torpedoes had heen planted, so
that several of our men were killed or wounded by
treading upon them. This was unfortunate for
that section of the State. Planting torpedoes for
the defense of a position is legitimate warfare, but
our soldiers regarded the act of placing them in a

CONTRABANDS IN THE WAKE OF SHERMAN’S ARMY.

immense. It proved our ability to lay open the
heart of the Confederacy, and left the question of
what we might do next a matter of doubt and
terror. It served also as a preliminary training
for the arduous campaign to come. Our work was
inecomplete while the Carolinas, except at a few
points on the sea-coast, had not felt the rough con-
tact of war. But their swamps and rivers, swollen
and spread into lakes by winter floods, presented
obstructions almost impracticable to an invading
army, if opposed by even a very inferior force.
The beginning of our march in South Carolina
was pleasant, the weather favorable, and the
country productive. Sometimes at the midday
halt a stray pig that had eunningly evaded the
foragers would venture forth in the belief of hav-
ing escaped ‘““the cruel war,” and would find his
error, alag! too late, by encountering our column.
Instantly an armed mob would set upon him, and
his piercing shrieks would melt away in the
neamble for fresh pork., But the midday sport of
A8 Lin oolumn and the happy life of the forager
Biilyiolon rrupted. The sun grew dim, and the
*A knowledge of arinued. A few of our excellent
tainly of more value to a ¢aptured by Wheeler’s cay-
means of destroying them;=r and deeper in the mud
t]{le.desfﬁilﬂt‘-ig:l Eeim]fd (1)1111:(5(3::]1_1341;0]313 Swamp, which
ag: b "KWLk
again come Mhen sues work il feston and. Augusta
railroad tracks should become one of'h ¢4mme up, each
here give a few rules for the gl1iﬂax11(-l}1.f%ne?ﬂ1 Mower
may in future be charged with this im}s across by
It should be remembered that these rules ar.- ia
result of long experience and close observation. A de-
tail of men to do the work should be made on the even-
ing before operations are to commence. The number to
be detailed being, of course, dependent upon the amount
of work to be done, T estimate that one thousand men can
easily destroy about five miles of track per day, and do
it thoroughly. Before going out in the morning the men
should be supplied with a good breakfast, for it has been
discovered thatsoldiers are more efficient at this work,
as well as on the battle-field, when their stomachs are

counter. Luckily for him and others we were not
yet too far from our friends to send the wounded
back, with a strong escort, to Poeotaligo.

‘We destroyed about forty miles of the Charleston
and Augusta railroad, and, by threatening points
beyond the route we intended to take, we deluded
the enemy into concentrating at Augusta and other
places, while we marched rapidly away,leaving him
well behind, and nothing but Wade Hampton’s eay<
alry, and the more formidable obstacle of the Saluda
River and its swamps, between us and Columbia,
our next objeetive. As the route of our column
lay west of Columbia, I saw nothing of the oft-de-
seribed and much-discussed burning of that city.

During the hasty removal of the Union prisoners
from Columbia two Massachusetts officers managed
to make their escape. Exhausted and almost
naked, they found their way to my command. My
mess hegged for the privilege of caring for one of
them, We gave him a mule to ride with a com-
fortable saddle, and scraped together an outfit for
him, although our clothes were in the last stages.
Our guest found the mess luxurious, as he sat down
with us at the edge of a rubber blanket spread
upon the ground for a table-cloth, and set with tin
cups and platters. Stewed fighting-cock and bits
of fried turkey were followed by fried corn-meal
and sorghum. Then came our coffee and pipes,
and we lay down by a roaring fire of pine-knots,
to hear our guest’s story of life in a rebel prison.
Before daybreak the tramp of horses reminded us
t‘[_]:lf%‘n our foragers were sallying forth. The red light
0N L. (T 5 PR e T~
road, and Section foﬁﬂ}n{p ﬁ:es‘fﬁgzditz?glﬁslfm
along the portion of the road recently Sici; wew 0y Sec-
tion No. 1. The duty of the second section is to colleet
the ties, place them in piles of about thirty ties each —
place the rails on the top of thése piles, the eenter of
each rail being over the center of the pile, and then set
fire to the ties. Section No. 2 then follows No.1. As
soon as the rails are sufficiently heated Section No. 3
takes the place of No. 2; and upon this devolves the
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HOOK USED BY GENERAL SHERMAN’S ARM.
FOR TWISTING AND DESTROYING
RAILROAD IRON.
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date fixed for the movement
to the mew position, but on
the morning of the 6th news
of the fall of Richmond and
the retreat of Lee toward
North Carolina was received
at Sherman’s headquarters.
Instead of marching to the
Roanoke, Sherman moved to-
ward Johnston’s bivouac at
Smithfield, a point midway
between Goldsboro’ and Ra-
leigh. Reaching 8mithfield on
the 12th, Sherman found John-
ston in retreat toward Ra-
leigh. Thenext day a courier
rode through Sherman’s
camps shouting *Grant has
saptured Lee’s army !”

Sherman at once ordered
his troops in motion to cub
off Johnston’s retreat south-
ward, but hefore the move-
ment commenced Johnston
asked tor a cessation of hos-
tilities with a view of sur-
render. While on the way to
meet Johnston, Sherman re-
ceived a despatch announe-
ing the assassination of the
President. A conditional
treaty was signed by Sher-
man and Johnston on the
18th, but was disapproved by
the new executive, Vice-
President, Johmson, and on
the 21st Grant ordered hos-
tilities  resumed against
Johnston'’s command, Itur-
ther negotiations under a
flag of truce resuited in the
surrender of Johnston's army
on the 26th, upon the same
terms Tee received from
Grant (see p. 315). After the
surrender Sherman’s army
marched to Washington by
way of Riehmond, Spotsyl-
vania, Fredericksburg, and
Manassas.

FIVE FORKS AND THE

FAERLESOF PETERSBURG:

BY HORACE PORTER, BREVET BRIGADIER-GENERAL, U. S. A,
A member of General Grant's staff.

Mareh, 1865. General Grant and the officers of

his staff had bidden good-by to President Lin-
coln and mounted the passenger car of the special
train that was to carry them from City Point to the
front, and the signal was given to start; the train
moved off —Grant'slast campaignhad begun. Since
3 o’clock that morning the columns had been in
motion and the Union army and the Army of North-
ern Virginia were soon locked in a death-grapple.
The President remained at City Point, where he
could be prompfly informed of the progress of the
movement. . . . The general sat down near the
end of the car, drew from his pocket the flint and
slow-mateh that he always carried, which, unlike a
match, never missed fire in a gale of wind, and was
soon wreathed in the smoke of the inevitable cigar.
I took a seat near him with several other officers of
the staff, and he at once began to talk over his
plans in detail. They had been diseussed in general
terms before starting out from City Point. It was
his custom, when commencing a movement in the
field, to have his staff-officers understand fully the

IT was 9 o’cloek in the morning'of the 29th of

objects he wished to accomplish, and what each
corps of the army was expeeted to do in different
emergencies, go that these officers, when sent to
distant points of the line, might have a full com-
prehension of the general’s intentions, and so that,
when communication with him was impossible or
difficult, they might be able to instruct the sub-
ordinate commanders intelligently as to the inten-
tions of the general-in-chief.

For a month or more General Grant’s chief ap-
prehension had been that the enemy might sud-
denly pull out from his intrenechments and fall back
into the interior, where he might unite with Gen-
eral Joe Johnston against Sherman and force our
army to follow Lee to a great distance from its
base. General Grant had been sleeping with one
eye open and one fool out of bed for many weeks,
in the féar that Lee would thus give him the slip.
. . . Referring to Mr. Lincoln, he said: **'The
President is one of the few visitors I have had who
has not attempted to extract from me a knowledge
of my plans. He not only never asked them, but
says it is better he should not know them, and then

upon a very animated dis-
cussion of the coming
movements. . . .

==

SHERIDAN AND HIS GENERALS RECONNOITERING AT FIVE FORKS.

he can be certain to keep the secret. He will be
the most anxious man in the country to hear the
news from us, his heart is so wrapped up in our
suceess, but I think we can send him some good
news in a day or two.” I never knew the general
to be more sanguine of victory than in starting
out on this campaign.

‘When we reached the end of the railroad we
mounted our horses, which had been carried on
the same train, started down the Vaughan road,
and went into camp for the night in a field just
south of that road, close to Gravelly Run. . . .

‘While standing in front of the general’s tent on the
morning of the 30th, discussing the situation with
several others on the staff, [ saw General Sheridan
turning in from the Vaughan road with a staff-offi-
cer and an escort of about a dozen cavalrymen,
and coming toward our headquarters camp. He
was riding his white pacer, a horse which had been
captured from General Breckinridge’s adjutant-
general at Missionary Ridge. But, instead of strik-
ing a pacing gait now, it was at every step driving
its legs knee-deep into the quicksand with the
regularity of a pile-driver. As soon as Sheridan
dismounted, he was asked with much eagerness
about the situation on the extreme left. He took
a decidedly cheerful view of matters, and entered
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After his twenty-min-
utes’ talk with Grant,
Sheridan  mounted his
horse, and, waving us a
good-by with his hand,
rode off to Dinwiddie. The
next morning, the 31st, he
reported that the enemy
had been hard at work
intrenching at Five Forks
and to a point about a mile
west of there. TLee had
been as prompt as Grant
to recognize that Five
Forkswas a strategie point
of great importance, and,
to proteet his right, had
sent Pickett there with a
large force of infantry and
nearly all the cavalry. The
rain continued during the
night of the 30th, and on
the morning of the 31st the
weather was cloudy and
dismal.

General Grant had ex-
pected that Warren would
be attacked that morning,
and had warned him to be
on the alert. Warren ad-
vanced his corps to ascer-
tain with what force the
enemy held the White Oak
road and to try to drive him
from it; but before he had
gone far he met with a
vigorous assault. When
news came of the attack
General Grant directed
me to go to the spot and look to the situation of
affairs there. I found Ayres’s division had been
driven in, and hoth he and Crawford were falling
back upon Griffin. Miles, of Humphreys’s corps,
was sent to reinforce Warren, and by noon the en-
emy was checked. As soon as General Grant was
advised of the situation, he directed General Meade
to take the offensive vigorously. . . . b

I found Sheridan a little north of Dinwiddie
Court House, and gave him an account of matters
on the left of the Army of the Potomaec. He said
he had had one of the liveliest days in his experi-
ence, fighting infantry and cavalry with cavalry
only, but that he was concentrating his command
on the high ground just north of Dinwiddie, and
would hold that position at all hazards. . . .

This proved to be one of the busiest nights of
the whole eampaign. Generals were writing des-
patehes and telegraphing from dark till daylight.
Staff-officers were rushing from one headquarters
to amother, wading through swamps, penetrating
forests, and galloping over corduroy roads engaged
in earrying instructions, getting information, and
making extraordinary efforts to hurry up the move-
ment of the troops.

The mnext morning, April Ist, General Grant
said to me: “I wish you would spend the day
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