The COENDOU, or BRASILIAN
PORCUPINE*
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animals has been folely compofed by men viho
are prejudiced with  methodical arrangements,
and who miftake their triffing fy@ems for the
genuine regitters of Natre. No animals (be-
Jonging to the warm climates of the Old Conti=
ent cxift in America 5 neither are any of the
South American animals to be found under the
Torrid Zone of Africa and Afia. The porcu=
pine, as formerly remarked, is an oiginal inha-
bitant of the warm countries of the Old World 5
and, having never been found in the New, his
name has been transferred to fuch animals as
Teferbled him, and particularly that now under
confideration.  On the other hand, the coendon
of America has been tranfported to the Eaft In-
dies; and Pifo, who probably knew not the por-
cupine, made Bontius ¥, who treats only of ani-
‘mals belonging to the fouth of Afia, engrave the
American coendou under the name of the true
porcupine 3 fo that, at firkt fight, we would be
tempted to think that this animal exifted equally
in America and in Afia.  With alittle attention,
however, it is eafy to perceive, that Pilo, who,
in this article, as well as in moft parts of his
work, i but the plagiary of Marcgrave, has not
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only copied Marcgrave's figure of the coendoy
into his hiftory of Brafil, but likewife engraved
it again for Bontius's work, which he digefled
and publifhed.  Hence, though we have the
figure of the coendou in Bontius, we muft ne
conclude that it exifts in Java, or in any other
part of the Eaft Indies, nor take this figure for
that of the porcupine, between which and the
coendou there is no fimilarity, except that bty
have quills or fpincs.
1t is to Ximenes, and afterwards to Hernan
dez, that we owe our firft knowledge of this
animal, which they have pointed out under the
Mexican name of Hoitztlacuatzin: The tacu=
atain is the opoffum 3 and boitstlacuatzin thould
be tranflated the brifily ot Jpinous opoffum. 'This
denomination has been ill applied; for thefe
animals have very little refemblance, Marcgrave
has mot adopted this Mexican name, but callthe
animal by its Brafilian name, cuandu. Mae
grave, however, ought to have perceived, thik
his Brafilian cuandu was the fame animal with
the hoitztlacuatzin of Mexico, efpecially as his
figure and defeription correfpond very well with
thofe of Hernandez; and as Laét, the editor

and commentator of Marcgrave, {ays, in exprefs
o g e
terms ¥, that the fpinous tlacuatzin of Ximenes,
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and the cuanda, are probably the fame animals
From the few notices to be colleted from tra-
yellers, it appears that there are two varietics of
thefe anima which the naturalifts have copied
from Pifo™ into their catalogues, as two dif=
iné® fpecies, namely, the great and the fmall
coandu . But the error, or the negligence of
Difo, s apparent 3 for though he gives thefe
coendous in two feparate articles, and feems to
regard them as  diftindt fpecics, he teprefents
both by the fame figure : Hence we arc entitled
to pronounce them to be the fame animal. There
are alfo fome naturalifts who not only make
two fpecies of the great and fmall coendou, but
have feparated them from the hoitztlacuatzin,
and given the whote three as different animals:
1 acknowledge, indeed, that, though the coendot
ndhojtztlacuatzinare probably the fame animal,
their identity is not fo certain as that of the
great and fmall coendou-

« Cusndo mijors Pifn. Hil- Braf: pag: 334: fie. $ag: 535:
Connd o cuanda minor Piors 1. 4ag- 99 i id-
o ongius candatus, brevioribus aculcis 3 Barr
Parc-epics pag. 153—— Byfrix misers

bens, Gouandow s id: ibid-
fima tenui, medictate extrema aculeorum
ericanus major 5 L Grand Perc-spic '
 —— Hylrix cand2

grc. li. pags 129, HyR
da brevi e craffa.  Hyfrix nove Hifpania
e Ejpeg pag- 137

However




so +THE COENDOU, OR
However this matter flands, the coendou i

not the porcupine. The former is much fmaller

His head and muzzle are proportionally fhorter

Heé has no’ plume or creft on his head, and big §

upper-lip is not divided.  He has a long til
Dut that of the porcupine is very fhort. Hels
sathera carnivorous than a fr ous animaly

ife birds, fmall quas
drupeds, ‘and poultry ¥, while the porcupine
lives upon pot-herbs, roots, and fruit. - Like the
hedgehog, he flecps during the day, and movey
about in the night.  He climbs trees T, and fuf=
pends himfelf by the tail upon the branches,
He may be tamed. He commonly lives in
elevated places T ; and he is found through the
wholé continent of America, from Brafil and
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parts of Canada. But the porcupine is confined
t6 the swarm regions of the Old Continent.

By conferring the fame of porcupine upo
the. coendou; the fame powers have alfo been
aferibed to bim, particularly that of fhooting his
quills. Tt is aftonifbing, that naturalifls and
voyagers thould agree in this 2, and that Pifo,
who ought to have been lefs fuperftitious, be~
caufe he was 2 phyfician, fhould gravely tell us,
that the quills ‘of the coendou pierce the flefh
by their own proper force, and penetrate into
the bowdls of an animal. Though thefe fadts
be evidently abfurd, Ray is the firft author who
denied them. But how many abfurdities have
been expofed by men of fenfe, which are fill
daily affirmed by other men who believe they

. pofefs a greater portion of underftanding?

SUPPLEMENT.

IN Guiana there are two fpecies of Coendous.
The largeft weighs ffom twelve to fifteen pounds.
They keep always on the higheft trecs.  They
cat none during the day. Their odour is very
firong, and felt at a great difance. The
males bring forth their young, to the number of
two, in the holes of trees. They feed on the
Jeaves of thefe trees, and are not very common.

VoL VL. ¥ Their
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Their flefh is extremely good ; and the negry
prefer it to that of the paca.  According to)
de la Borde, the two fpecies never mix.  Thy
are never found in pairs, except in the feafon
love. At other times, they are folitary; a
the females never quit the tree in which iy
have brought forth, Thefe animals are apty
bite; but their bite is neither ftrong nor dax

gerous.

The individuals of the fmall fpecies iweigy
about fix pounds. They are not more numeron
than the others. The tigers are deadly foesty
the coendo and they never appear on th
ground during the day.

CcorNDOT
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