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In this paflage no mention is made of the
pouch under the belly, which is the moft dif-
tinguifthing charader of the opoffims. But
T fill maintain, that, if the cufos of the Eaft
Tndies has this charater, it is certainly a fpecies
which approaches very near to the American
opoffums ; and I Mhall be inclined to think that
it differs from the opoffum nearly in the fame
manner as the ers from the leopard.
Of all the animals belonging to the fouthern
climates of both Continents, the two laft, with=
out being of the fame fpecics, make the nearelt
approach to cach othy
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THE MURINE OPOSSUM*.

APHIS fecies feeme o make a very

approach o the former. _ They both be-

Jong to the fame climate, and to the fame Con=
tinent,

opoffom has Tong broad ears, rounded at the end,
4 dhin and naked. The eyes are encompaffed with black.
ey head, and upper part of the body, are of & twny
colour, and the belly of & yellowith white. The feet are covered.
ort whiti hair. The toes are formed like thofe of the
receding fpecies. The til is flendr, and covered with mifte
D Jes to the very ramp. _'The length, from nofe t tal, is about.
S inches and a half, and that of the tail the fame. The female.
wants the pouch or falfe belly 5 but, onthe lower part, the (Kin
Torms on cach fide a fold, between which the teats are lodged.
“This pecics varies in coloar. 1 have feen one fiom Giana,
2 biown above, and whitfh bencath Pemant’s Symeff:

Quad. p. 2
The sarmefer marmoay is the Braflian name of this animal,
hé negrocs cal the Virginian opoflam masicrs and the mazmofs,
ch i fmaller, the rat manicoie
s Americanus ealopes ditus; Sebay tom. i p. 46+
€ 2. Now, The name fealpesy given by Seba
, and which Klcin and Briffon bave adopted, is
fealopes of the Greeks is certainly not the
. Befides, ic is impofible to determine, fro
the wriings o the ancients, what animal they meant by the name
Voaloper: Ad finem, quidam mures func quos ealger vocant
‘Arifophanis in Acharmonfibus animadvertit;
Vicip. p. 416, This, 1 believ

ular fpecies, @
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tinent. They likewife refemble each other i
the form of the body, in the firucture of the
feet, in the prebenfile tail, which is covered with
feales through its whole extent, except at the or
gin, where it is covered with hair, and in the ar-
rangement of the teeth, which are more numerous
than in other quadrupeds® But the murine
opoffum is much fmaller, and its muzzle" is
tharper: The female has no pouch under the
belly; there are only two longitudinal folds
near the thighs, between which the young attach
to the teats. The parts of geriera-
b of the male and female refemble, in
pofition, thofe of the Virginian
The glans of the male is alfo forked
in the anus; and this laft aperture

v of the young; in

ems to be fill more premature,
they are brought forth,
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and the marmofe have

I have
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1 have feen ten young, each of them fixed to a
feparate teat, and yet the mother had four teats
unoceupied 5 fo that, in all, fhe had no lefs than
fourteen teats. It is upon' females of this fpe~
cies that the obfervations recommended in the
preceding article ought chiefly.to be made; for
Lam mmdcd Tatihey banglonh ot
ion, and that the young, at the

e of exclufion, are only fertules, as they ex-
not one fourth part of the growth which

lly acquire at that period. The

delivery "of the mother is always a very early |
and the foetufes preferve their lives

ixing to the and never quitting

they attain that degree of firength

h which they would have naturally

d in the uterus, if they had not been thus

rine opoffum has the fame difpofitions
and manners as the Virginian fpecics. They
both dig holes, burrow in the ground, fix them=
felves to the branches of  trees by the extremities
of the tail, and dart upon birds and fmall ani-
mals.  They likewife eat fruits, grain, and
roots.  But they prefer fith and crabs, which,
it is faid, they catch with their tails.  This fact
3s extremely doubtful, and accords not with
the natural ftupidity aferibed to thefe animals,
which, according to the tefimony of moft
travellers, can neither move, nor fly, nor defend
themfelves with any meafure of dexterity.
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