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THE VIRGINIAN OPOSSUM *,

#[HE opoffum is an American animal, and

eafily diftinguifhable from all others, by
two very fingular charaters. 1. Under the belly
of the female there is a large cavity in which fhe
receives and fuckles her young. 2. In both male
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and female, the firft toe of the hind feet has
10 claws, and is feparated from the reft, like the
thumb

The Brafiian name of this animal is farigue, garigue, or
cariguya.
Cargueya jopsimas, Pin 5. Bl :33.
Carigueya tilbi; Marcgr. Hifl. Nat. Brafl. p. 222, Raii
2182185,
n3 Hernand. Hifl. Mesic. 4. 300. Admiranda fera
quam Indi voeant Tlaquatein, Awtorivs Herrera Taguatzin
dixit. Recentes Hifpani feriptores, corrupto nonaihil nomine,
Thaquacum.  Cardanus Chiurcam five Chiciam; Stdenius
5 nomenclator femi-vulpam. Raphe Hamor, in o
tione Virgini, opoffumem dixit: Al aocham, ali fai
coigonens dists Bt Witz Fip NG AR
The defription of this animal given by Nierem-
berg is copied verbatim from Hernandes.
a6icé; Eit des Tndery i, i . 46.

g which gives it the appearance of being divided nto .
probably faw the aimal in cis fate, which would lead

him into the miltake.

Sarigoy; de Lery, p. 156+

Seruol or ferwai ; Stadenivsy Hift Brafil. p.

Chimea.aud chuy at(crdmg & Orte Eabchagn,
Subtilitate, b, x. ofer. 95
‘Apoffumes; R, bt Do, e g

Opaflum; de Laity Hif. de Nocoeau Monde . 8.
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thumb i4 the human’ hand; while the  other
Roca/of: the famé feet répliced hoarloath Gehice
#nd armed with crooked claws.  The firft chas
TaCicihas beem remarked b fome (layal et
naturalifts ; but the fecond has entirely efcaped
them, . Tt wasfirfbiobfervediby Bdwacd Tylon,

givia, p. (;; Lawfin's Carclina, p. 120, Reclfort's: ntlley
wage de la Hontan, - e

iy Hip. Gen. der Anill ,M le P. de Tertre, tom. i,

5 Hifl. Nat. de Orénague, par Gunill

fall fnto the fame blunder with Mafit, by

Louifate, par Dumont,
Noworlle France, par le P.
de la Losifiane, per d Praiz,

om. . 5. 94-
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an Englifh phyfician. He is the only author
who has given a good defeription of the fe-
male*; and, a few years after, Mr. Cowper,
a celebrated Englifh “anatomift, communicated
to Tyfon the obfervations he had made upon
the male. Other authors, and particularly the
nomenclators, who perpetually multiply fpecies
without neceffity, have committed a number of
blunders with regard to this animal, which we
muft endeavour to corred.

Our opoffum s the fame animal with the great
Oriental philander of Seba ; for, of all the ani-
mals of which Seba has given figures, and to
which he applies the names of philander, opof~
fum, or carigucya, this alone has the two cha=
raers of a pouch under the belly, and thumbs
without claws on the hind feet. Neither is the
opoffum an Eaftern animal, but a native of the
warm climates of the New World; for the two
we have in the royal cabinet were brought from
America.  That of Tyfon was fent 0 him from

. M. de Chanvallon, @ correfpondent
of the Academy of Sciences at Martinico, who
gave us a young opoffum, recognifed the other
o to be real American opoffums. [t is agreed
by all voyagers, that this.animal is found in Bra-
il, New Spain, Virginia, the Antilles, &c. and
none of them ever mention their having feen it

* The Auatomy of an Opoffam, London, 1698,
it Scba, tom. 3. - 64

ccy
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in the Eaft Indies. Hence Seba deceives hime
{elf, when he calls them the Oricntal philanders,
He fays, that his philander was fent him from
Amboina, along with other curiofities, under the
name of coes-cocs; but. he allows, at the fame
time, that it had been brought to Amboina from
fome other remote country *. This confeffion
is alone fufficient to throw a fufpicion on the
denomination of Oriental philander; for it is
very probable that travellers may have tran-
fported this animal from America to the Eafl In-
dies 3 but we have no proof of its being a native
of Amboina; and the very paffage quoted from
Seba feems toindicate the contrary. The fource
of this error, in fa@, as well as that of the name
coes-coes, s to be aferibed to Pifo, who fays t,
that, in Amboina, there is an animal, fimilar to
the Brafilian opoflum, which is called cons-cous.
Pifo mentions no authority for this affertion. It
would be very fingular, if it were true, that this
animal is found in Amboina, and in no other
part of the Eaft Indies.  Seba, on the contrary,
remarks, that the one fent to him from Amboina

* Philander maximus orientalis foomina. Tnter alia ra
et hocce animal nobis ex Amboina miffom eft, fub nom
coes, 0 quidem delatam EX OR 15 REMOTIORIBUS 3 Sebay el i

} In Todiis Orientalibus, 10qu soL v, QuARTUM HAC

5 COsTAT, 1 AnBorx A fimils beflia frequens, ad felis
magnitudinem acced aa

b incolis comedicur, fi fite

inditam 5

was
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was not a native of that place, but had been
tranfported from a more diftant country. But,
though he was ignorant of the region from which
bis philander was brought, he has prefumed to
give it the cpithet of Oriental. It is unqueftion=
ably, however, the fame animal, as wil appear
from comparing his figure, tab. 39. with Nature.
But what augments this error, at the fame time
that the author gives to the American opoffum
the name of the great Oriental philander, e ex-
hibits to us another animal, which he believes
to be different from the former, and calls it the
American philander 3 and yet, from his own.
defeription, it differs from the great Oriental
philander only in being fmaller, and in having
the fpots above the eyes of a browner colour.

Thefe differences are too flight and too acci

dental to conftitute diftin fpecies; for he takes
nonoticeof anotherdifference, which, ifithadary
exiftence, would be much more effential, namely,
that this American philander of Sebaf has a
fharp claw upon the thumbs of the hind feet,
while his great Oriental philander has no claws
on thefe thumbs . Now, it is certain, that our
opoffum, which is the true American one; has
1o claws on the hind thumbs,  If any animal,
thercfore, with fharp claws on thefe thumbs,
exifted, like that reprefented by Seba in his 36th

* Scba, b, 36. . vand 2. f Id.bide
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table, it could not, as he maintains, be the Ame-
rican opoffum.  But this is not all : Seba gives
a third animal under the name of the Origntal
philander * ;. of which, however, he makes no
mention in his deferiptions of the other two, but
follows Frangois Valentin, an author, as for
merly remarked, who merits no confidence. This
third animal is fill the fame with the two firft,
Hence it appears, that the three figures in Seba’s
36th, 38th, and 30th tables, are one and the
fame animal; and it is probable, that the drawer,
from inattention, has given fharp claws to the
hind as well as to the fore thumbs, as in tables
36th and 38th, and that, being more exaét in
table 39th, he has reprefented the thumbs of the
hind feet, as they really are, without claws. We
are, therefore, perfuaded that thefe three animals
of Seba are only individuals of the fame fpecies,
which is the fame with that of our opoffum, and
that the flight differences in fize and colour,
mentioned above, proceed from age or from ac.
cident. The author himfelf allows, that the two
animals in his 36th and 38th tables, differ only
in fize and fome thades of colour ; and that the
third, table 39th, differs from the two former in
being larger only, and having the fpots above
© Seba, tb. 38. . 1

mcce Americanis Philan
QAN s1MILLIA il quod pils dorflibe ali
tius fafcis veflita, et toto

#61

u procerior fit illis; Suba
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the eyes, inftead of yellowifh. of abrown c'nlolrn'.

Seba remarks,  That, according to Francis Va-

¢ lentin, the philander, table g8th, is the largeft

¢ kind found in the Eaft Indies, and efpecially

« among the Mallays, where it is called pelan=

¢ dor Aroé, that is, the rabbit of Arof, though

¢ Aroé is not the only place where thefe animals

¢ are to be met with ; that they are common in
¢ the ifland of Solor; that they are reared along
¢ with the rabbits, to whom they do no harm 3
« that their fleth, which is excellent, is eaten by
¢ the inhabitants,’ &e. Thefe fa@s are cx(rcnl\:.-
ly queftionable, ot to fay falfe.. o T\_mk e
Jander, tab. 38th, isnotthelargeft Eaft India ‘(‘]‘.’
for, according to author, lh.al rcrfrclclnlch‘xa
tab. 39th, which he likewife attributes (o the at
Indies, is larger. 2. This philander bas no re:

femblance to the rabbit; and, con m]y,Nu
smproperly called 7he z‘u‘bml of drob. 3. :f
voyager to the Eakt Indies makes i

this remarkable animal ; neither n‘.nqnim\;. in
any other part of the Old Continent. Scba him
If feems to perceive not only the incapaciry,
but the unfaithfulnefs of the zu-rhu‘rrlu f]ume B
© Cujus equidem rei,” fays he, ¢ fides fit i
¢ torem. At mirum tamen et quod D. Valen-
¢ tinus philandri formam .hamisx:l S‘L‘::‘:l‘t;aét
‘ {e habet, et uti nos icones a "
g {):uif‘:(h :’mbulis exhibuimus %' But, to
give # complete demonfiration of the lttle

» Scba, tom. i p. 61
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due to the teftimony of Francis Valentin, who
has written a hiftory of the Eaft Indies in five
folio volumes*, it is fufficient to refer to what
is faid of him by Artedi f, and to the reproachés
thrown upon his veracity by Seba himfelf, Va.
lentin afferts, © that the pouch of the philander
¢ isa uterus, in which the young are‘conceived;
¢ that, after diffe@ling a female bimfelf, e could
¢ find no other; that, if this pouch is not a real
¢ uterus, the teats are to the young what the pe-
¢ dicles are to fruits; that they adhere to thefe
¢ teats tll they are full grown, and then feparate
¢ ag the fruit from the pedicle, after it arrives at
¢ maturity,’ &c. The truth s, that Valentin,
who affures us that thefe animals are extremely
common in the Faft Indies, and particularly in
the ifland of Solor, had never feen one of them
in that country ; that all he has faid, including
his moft confpicuous errors, he has copied from
Pifo and Marcgrave, who both copied from
Ximenes, and are wrong in every article they
have added of their own; for Marcgrave and
Pifo, as well as Valentin, affert, in the moft po-

* Ond ne nieutt Oot-Tndien, &c. 1724.
4 Multa feripfit Francifcus Valentinus, que

Jodees Appella
eredat. . . lia comparatus el hic liber B

us, ut hifloricoram
naturaliam genvinoram et eruditorum oculos ullo, modo ferre
poflcs Arted: Tebtbyolugiie Hip. Literar. p. 55 et 56.

1 Inde autem quam ligaidifime detegitur error a D. Francifco
Valentino commilfus, circa Kiforiam horom animalium
#2731+« Esror ablonus valde et enor,
dusit, quod vir ifte hane animalium

Seba wol. .
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five tone, that the. pouch is the true uterus *,
where the young; opoffums are conceived. Mare=
rave fays, that he difleted a female, and found
20 other uterus. Pifo goes farther, and tells us,
that he diffected feveral females f, and never
would difeover any intersal uterus; and to this
Affertion he adds another cqually falfe, that this
Snimal is found in Amboina. Let men now
Sudge what credit is due to Maregrave, Pifo, and
Valentin, the firft of whom has examined with
20 ateention, the fecond has augmented the er-
Tors of the firft, and the third has copied from
bmxh;fk pardon of my readers for this long cri-
Geal difcuffion.  But, when erors are to be cor=
ro@ted, we can never be t00 eXad, or 00 atten-
{ive, oven to minute circumfances.

M. Briffon, in his account of quadrupeds, has
implicitly adopted what he found in the works
of Scba, and follows him both in his denomina=
Gions and deferiptions. He even proceeds a fiep
farther than bis author, when he makes \lér?c
diftinék fpecies of the philanders, ,_-uprclrergc_ e
tab. 36. 38 and 30. of Seba; for if M. Bri o
had axamined the idea given by Seba, he would
bave found, that the latter docs not exhibit bis

« Hic burfa ipfe uterus eft avimals, nam aliom xon hab
Tormaneu, Har r. :

B nirran s or o

invrimas e proter onc A

caali formantar 5
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philanders as ¢ i peci ba never
doubted, that an ani in the warm cli=
mates of America, wou b nd in th
warm regions of Afia, his
animals Oriental or American, according as they
came to him from the one or the r Continent.
It is obvious, from the following paffage, that
he does not take the word fpecics in a ftrit fenfes
¢ This is the largeft fpecies of animals ;" p.
61. He adds, * This female is perfecly fimilar
¢ to the female philanders of America ; it is only

¢ longer, and covered on the back with hair of a

¢ deeper yellow.” Thefe differences, as formerly
remarked, are accidental varieties only, which

on among individuals of the fame fpe-
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regard to the faiibi, which Marcgrave * has not
reprefented as an animal different from the
rigueya; but, nevertheles, Johnfton f, Sebaf,
Klein [, Livoweus§, and Briffon ¥, give it as a
fpeciesdiftin@ fromthepreceding. InMarcgrave,
however, we find the two names carigueya and
taiibi at the head of the fame article, whereit is
faid, that this animal is called carigueya in Bra-
fil, and zaiiti in Paraguay. ¢ Carigueya Brafi-
¢ lienfibus, aliquibus jupatiima, - Petiguaribus
< taiibi.’  He then gives Ximenes's defeription
of the carigueya. After which, we find another
animal called Ziiti by the Brafilians, cachorro
domato by the Portuguefe, and bogfebratte, or
wood-rat, by the Dutch. Marcgrave fays not
that this animal is different from the carigueyas
he reprefents if, on the contrary, as the male ca
rigueya : ‘ledv.a et digitos habet ut femella
« jam deferipta.” - It is obvious, therefore, that,
in Paraguay, both the male and fem

are called 7iibi, and that, in Brafil, the name

taiibi is given to the male, and that of carigucya

to the female.  Befides, the differences between
 two animals, as they appear even from the
tions given of them, are too flight to con=
fitute diftinét fpecies. ‘The moft remarkable

* Marcgrave, B . Brafilienf. p. 223.
de Quadruped,

SN ikt s
Bifon, Rega. Anim. p. 2g0.
difference
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difference is in the colour of the hair, which, in
the carigueya, is yellow and brown, but gray
in the taiibi, whofe hairs are white below #, and
brown or black at the extremities. It is more
than probable, therefore, that the taiibi is the
male opoffum.  Mr. Ray + feems to be of this
opinion, when fpeaking of the carigueya and
taiibi, he fays, ¢ An fpecie, an fexu tintum a
¢ praecedente’ diverfum ¥ Seba, however, not-
withftanding the authority of Marcgrave, and
the rational doubts of Ray, gives, in tab. 36.
fig. 4- the figure of an animal, which, without
any hefitation, he calls Z2iibi, and, at the fame
time, fays, that it is the fame with the Haguat-
in of Hcrnundez. This is to accumulate error
upon error; for, from the acknowledgment of
Seba himfelf, his taiibi, which is a female, has
n0 pouch under the bellyf, and Hernandez
makes this pouch the chief charater of his tla~
quatzin. The taiibi of Scba, therefore, cannot
be the tlaquatzin of Hernandez, becaufe it wants
the pouch, nor the taiibi of Marcgrave, becaufe
itisa female. It is certainly another animal, ill
drawn, and worfe defcribed, to which Seba has
thought proper to give the name of aiibi, and

* The hair of the wooderat is of a fine filver gray colour.
Some of them are feen totally white. ‘The female has, under
her belly, a purfe which fhe can open and fhot at pleafure;
Chreis's D e e Novs. Fracs o 4:334

+ Raii Synopf. Quad. p- 185-

Marfupio tamen pro recondendis caals caret hic fpecies
Scha, tom. . p. 58.
voL. v, DD abfurdly
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abfurdly refers it to the tlaquatzin of Hernandes
Swhich, as formerly remarked, is the fame.with
our opoffum, _ Briffon, and Linnaxs, sith re=
gard to the taiibi, have blindly followed Seba.
They have both copied Hernandez's blunder as
to the tlaquatzin, and made an equivocal fpecies
of this animal, the one under the name of the
Brafilian philander *, and the other under that
of philander . The true taiibi of Marcgrave
and Ray, therefore, is neither the taiibi of Scba,
nor the philander of Linnzus, nor the Brafilian
philander of Briffon; and the two latter are not
the taquatzin of Hernandez, The. taiibi of
Seba, if it had any exiftence, would be an animal
different from all thofe mentioned by the above
authors, and would require a new denomination,
Tn fiti, as the male opoffum has no pouch, itis
not furprifing that the male and female have
been confidered as different animals, and that
the female. has got the name of the carigueya,
and the male that of the taibi.

Edward Tyfon diffeéted and deferibed the fe-
male opoffum with great accuracy.  In his in-
dividual, the head was fix inches long, the body
thirteen, and the tail twelve, The fore legs were
fix inches in length, and the hind legs four inches
and a half. Fhe circumference of the body was

in exorta albis, in extremitate nigricantibus

»
wricalis pendul

from
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from fiftcen to fixteen inches; and that of the
il, at its origin, three inches, and only one to-
ward the extremity. The head acrofs the eyes
was thee inches broad, gradually diminifhed to
the nofe, and refembled the head of a pig more
than that of a f The orbits of the eyes were
much inclined in the dire@tion from the ears to
the nofe. The ears were rounded, and about an
inch and a half long. The aperture of the
mouth was two inches and a half, meafuring
from one of the angles of the lips to the end of
the muzzle. The tongue was prefty narrow,
three inches long, rough, and full of fmall papil-
I, direted backward. here were five toes
on the fore feet, all armed with crooked claws,
and an equal number on the hind feet, four of
which only had claws, and the ffth, which is the
thumb, was feparated from the reft, placed in a
Jower fituation, and had no claw. There was no
hair on the claws, which were covered with a
reddifh fkin, and nearly an inch in length. The
palin of the hands and feet was large, and there
were flefhy callofities under all the toes. The
tail was covered, for two or three inches from its
otigin, with hair, and afterwards, to the end,
with a fmooth fealy fkin. The feales were
whitifh, nearly hexagonal, and regularly placed,
fo as not to encroach on each other, being all fe-
pasated by a fmall circle of fkin, which was of
browner colour than the feales. 'The ears were
naked, thin, and membranous, like the wings of

DD 2 a2 bat;
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a bat; they were alfo very open, and the audi-
tory canal was large. The upper jaw was a lit-
dle Tonger than the under. The noftrils were
Targe, the eyes fmall, black, prominent, and lively.
The neck was fhort, the cheft broad, and the
whifkers like thofe of the cat. The hair on the
fore part of the head was whiter and fhorter
than that on the body: The back and fides
were afh-coloured, mixed with fome fmall tufts
of black and whitith hairs; the belly was
browner, and the legs more dufky. Under the
belly of the female, there was an aperture about
two or three inches long, formed by two folds
of fkin, which compofed a pouch thinly covered
with hair internally. This pouch contained the
teats. The young, as foon as brought forth,
go into this pouch in order to fuck the mother,
and acquire fo frong a habit of concealing them-
felves, that, after arriving at a confiderable fize,
they continue to take refuge in the pouch, when-
ever they are alarmed.  This pouch the animal
can open or fhut at pleafure, which it performs
by means of feveral mufcles, and two bones,
that are peculiar to the opoffium. Thefe two
hones are placed before the os pubis, to which
they are attached by their bafe. They are
about two inches long, and gradually diminifh
in thicknefs from the bafe to the extremity, and
ferve as a fulcrum to the mufcles which open
the pouch. The antagonifts of thefe mufcles
fhut the pouch fo clofe, that, in the living

animal,
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animal, it cannot be feen, unlefs when forcibly
dilated by the fingers. In the infide of the
pouch there is a number of glands, which fe-
crete a yellowifh fubftance of fo difagreeable a
fimell, that it infe@s the whole body of the ani-
mal. This matter, however, when dricd, not
only lofes its difagreeable odour, but acquires a
perfume which may be compared to that of
mufk. The pouch s not, as has been falfely
afferted by Marcgrave and Pifo, the place where
the young are conccived. ~ The female opoffum
has an internal uterus, which differs, indecd,
from that of other animals, but where the young
are conceived and retained till the moment of
their birth, Tyfon * tells us, that, in this ani-
mal, there are two uteri, two vagini, four cor-
nua uteri, four Fallopian tubes, and four ovaria.
From the diffections of M. Daubenton, though
he agrees not with Tyfon in every article, it is
certain, that, in the generative parts of the apof-
{um, there are {everal parts double, which are
fingle in other animals. The glans penis of the
male, and the glans clitoridis of the female, are
and have the appearance of beiag double.
a, which is fingle at its entrance, af-
into two canals, &c. This
cly fingular, and differs from

that of all other quadrupeds.

Tallopian, o <o
Tyjiny dnstomy of an Ope




422 THE VIRGINIAN OPOSSUM.
The opoffam is an original native of the
warm countries of the New World. He ap-
pearsnot, however, 10 be fo fridlly attached o
mates as the armadillo ; for he is found
otk onlyin i B Bl Gu AR Mexico, but
likewife in Florida, Virginia*, and other tem~
perate regions of America. He is a very com~
mon animal ; becaufe the female produces often,
A Ssoniing o bR at O S A +
fome fay fix or feven, ata time. Marcgrave
aflures us, that he has feen fix living young in
the pouch of the female}. Thefe young ones
were about two inches long, very agile, and
came out and went into the pouch feveral times
aday. When new born, they are very fmall,
According to fome travellers, when they efcape
from the uterus, go into the pouch, and attach
themfelves to the teats, they exceed mot the
fize of flies§. This fa& is not fo much exag-
gerated

in Virginia and New Spain; Hjf,

aternos qui mm part catalos, quos wiero concpson,

cditofgue in lucem, alvi cavicate quadam, dum adhuc
font, condit et fervat, c.; Hernand. Hit. Mes. p.
1 H;

fex catulos vivos et omaibus

fe Newv. Monde, par

le belly, o rather a pendu-
& e el ol g
©
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gerated as might naturally be imagined ; for
we have feen, in an animal whofe fpecies has a
great affinity to that of the opoffum, young at-
tached to the teats, which were not bigger than
large beans; and it is probable, that, in this
animal, the uterus s only a place deftined for
the conception and firft formation of the fastus,
the exclufion of which being earlier than in
other quadrupeds, its growth s finifhed in the
pouch, where it enters the moment after its pre=
mature birth. No perfon has afcertained the
time of geftation in the female opoffum, which
s probably much fhorter than in any other qua-
druped: And, as this premature exclufion of
the foetus is a fingularity of Nature, we muft
carneftly recommend it to thole who have an
opportunity of obferving the opoffam in its na-
tive country, to endeavour to difeover the time
the females go with young, and; after birth, how
long the young ories remain attached to the
nipples.  This laft obfervation is both curious
in itfelf, and may be produ@ive of utility: From
it we may perhaps learn fome method of pre-

o1, the infide of which may be feen after the animal has once
brought forth. At thehinder pareof his membrane, there s an

aperare, into which the hand may b

pofes
able 5

ached t th teas, whenthey cxceed

“They never quic the et il they s s g
Firg

DD 4 ferving
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ferving the lives of infants who come into the
world before the natural period.

That the young opofTums, therefore, continue
attached, and pafted, as it were, to the teats of
the mother, till they acquire ftrength and growth
fufficient to enable them to move about with
eafe, is a fa& no longer to be doubted. Neither
is it peculiar to this fpecies, as will appear from
the hiftory of the marmafé, or murine opoffam,
which is given in the next article. The female
of this laft fpecies has no pouch under its belly,
like the female of the former. It is not, (Ixnr:—
fore, to the conveniency of a fecure retreat, afe
forded by the pouch, that the effe@s of adhering
lang to the teats, and acquiring growth in this
immoveable fituation, are to be afcribed. I
make this remark to prevent the pouch from
being regarded as a fecond uterus, or at leaft as
a thlter indifpenfably neceffary to young which
are prematurely brought forth. Some authors
mention, that the young remain fixed to the
teats for feveral weeks *.  Others fay, that they
continue in the pouch during the firft month of
their age onlyf. It is an eafy operation to

ached o the teats, and remain feveral
sion, tllthey acquire firength, the ufe of their
cring of hair. They then fall into the
they g0 out and return at pleafure; A,
plarimom uno party excludit fostas,
tingant, pro lubita. munc alvo

Ralph. Hamr. apud i
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open the pouch of the mother, and to examine
and count the young without incommoding
them. They never quit the teats, which they
hold with their mouths till they have frength
enough to walk. They then fall into the pouch ;
and afterwards go out* in quelt of food f.
They often return to the pouch to fleep, to fuck,
and to conceal themfelves when danger is ap-
prehended 3 then the mother flies, carrying her
whole offspring along with her. Her belly
feems not to be enlarged till long after fhe has
brought forth, and il the young have acquired
fome bulk ; for, during the time of geflation,
her fize is not perceptibly augmented.

« Aficr bringing forth, the mother puts her offspring into the
ey infany £ e the teats, and continuc to feed:

they are able to move abo
o B o eahe £ et e Lo 1t
784

" The mother brings forth her young blind and naked,
and with her fore paws puts. them into the pouch, which is 3
Yind of uierus, where they find an sgrecable warmth, &c.
She takes them not out of this pouch til they have

{he ufe of their cyes. She then carries them to fome sifing
ground where no danger is o be apprehended ; and, having
pened her pouch, e makes them come out, expofes them 0
the rays of the fun, and amufes them by fporting and
plaing. Upon e fmallet noife, or fufpicion of danger,
e foon recalls them by @ cry tie fi, i and.they ran into
the pouch for fhels . Vhen the
motkr hess ry fupicons ol e glee o Ggml by & cere
cry, whi joung underfland, run inflandy to their
and rewrn into the pouch; Mom. de la Levifianes
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From infpefting the form of the fuet,
caly to perceive, that thefe animals muft walk
ill and run flowly. A man, accordingly, it is
faid, may eafily feize them w 4
his pace *,

it is

thout accelerating
: s a compenfation, however, they
climb trees with great facility f, and conceal
themfelves among the leaves, in order to feize
birds §; or n\hcr they fufpend themfelves on a
branch by the ml, which is fo mufeular and
fexible], that it is capable of wrapping round

* This animalis fo flow, umm,m,, eafily tak
r D

PRl move
inary pace;; D

mont, p. 83.—1 never faw any
for I have ofen taken one at my o

te 5
di ays: 310
- il saciy; od, ik e fox
great havock among domeflc fowls.  He docs no, other it
) e vt el arborum vefGitur,
Hdcoque non flam o i abores and, fed e cum e
umena inclufis, magna agilitate e sxbor in arborem s
)3 a1,

+ Scandi
i e

. dcad: 1

a mnl vulj s M
s, gus .

” .h: e
i quoqté tchat it g bus fufent
atuor ﬁyvumm"s in cubiculo me

Herrand.
for laying hold of umuh
round 2 man's finger.
herfelf, without fhowing the fi
by the tail above a fire

e mother and her you

“The emle, wbon
mallf fign of |

. ¥
: peifh; for no torture is
make her open her pouch £, 4 o Lo Jiane, par M. le

s tom. i p. g4 & 3
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any thing it feizes more than once. Tn this
fituation, with bis body fufpended, and his head
hanging downwards, he will remain very long,
waiting for the approach of fmall birds*. At
other times, he leaps from one tree to another,
aearly in the fame maner as the monkeys with
prehenile tals, whom he alfo refembles in the
fru@ure of bis feet. Though carnivorous, and
even greedy of blood, e cats repiiles, infes,
fugar canes, potatoes, Toots, and the leaves and

bark of trees .. He might eafily be reared as
a domeftic animal}; for he is neither mif-

* He s very fond of bids and poltry; and,
enters boldly into the cou nd hen-houfes.
ds to eat the m'\h\ which

an expoed caion, nar 3 e, He Uen
s himfelf by the tail on 2 branch which is nea
e carnivorous bird comes
dasts, and makes a prey o
. 84.—He A
blood he
he night; and wages var agenl the po
s e hohy 1,4 e pr .1
Page du Pratz, p- 93
¥ Vefeitur_ coboralibus_ quas
fyiveltrum more jugalat, illarum
innosium ac fimplicimom animal i
: et itise, vluh nos experiments
i habentes Hlernand.

velpecslarum _ muftclarumve.
\

pane, oleribus, frumentaceis,

alentes iftud dom, 2¢ <

Hif. Mex. p. 330,—He climbs trees with grea qu)‘hznd ﬁ,!f:\x
upon binds, Like the fox, he preys upon podley; but, when

prey o tis kind fuls him, he cat frits; Hif. des Autilley

e herbis et pane;s idiogue
Viditat carnibus et frudibus, herbis et panes il

s avimi gratin. domi nuwivurs Marcgrav. Hip- e

2.5 chievous
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chievous nor ferocious, and is eafily tamed. But
he difgufts by his fimell, which is ranker than that
of afox*. "His figure is alfo difagreeable; for
his cars refemble thofe of the ounce, his tail is
like a ferpent, his mouth firetches near to his
eyes, and his body bas always a dirty appear-
ance; becaufe his hair, which is neither fmooth
nor curled, feems as if it were covered with
dungt. The offenfive odour proceeds from
his fkin;; for his flefh is not bad. ~ He is one

; The opofa el the Spaih o b e,
ble finell; Dofripes e I Oceid

 feem sty to e coveed
. dar D 1.8 o
female
natives fpin it, and make ga , which they aterwardy

g
e red; it de la Lo et b fom. .

794

1 Teftatur ipfe Raphe comedifl hoc animal, et eff gradi et
flubris nutrimenti; Nierenberg, P .
Caroibus hyjus animalis non flom Tndi libentitme 2efeonsor,
verum etiam hane caterorum animalium _quafcunque
guftu, fuavitate nobilitatas, antecellere pra Quipropies
legitar in hiforia. Indica, quod habitatores il Cabe, o,
fervanes magnamborum animaliom_ quancicstom vagendans
foper asbores. fecus littora infilke crefcentes, clanculum acces.
dentes, et de improvifo, magno impeta arborem cxcutient
has belluas cadere in aquam cogunt s tunc innatantes ilas
pwhmdum. oo in cibor milifirie coquunt; ey

Dig

ey » p
ftinking animal; buc his fiefh is very good; Fasage de Coeal
tem . p. 176.

of
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of thofe animals to which the favages give a pre-
ference in their hunting, and whofe flefh they
eat with pleafure.

SUPPLEMENT:

M. De la Borde, King’s phyfician at Cayenne,
informs ‘me, that he fed three opoffums in a
fmall cafk, where they fuffered themfelves to
be managed with eafe. They cat fith, flefh raw
or roafted, bread, bifket, &e. They licked cach
other perpetually, and made the fame purring

noife as cats do when carefled.
<1 did not perceive,’ fays he,  that they had
any bad fimell. Some fpecies are large and
others fmall ¥, They all carry their young
in a pouch under their bellies; and the young
never quit the teats, even when fleeping. The
< dogs kill, but do not eat thefe animals. They
¢ make a Kind of grunting noife, which extends
t0 1o great diftance.  They are calily tamed.
¢ They go into the hen-houfes and devour the
¢ fouls. Their fleh is not good to eat: In cer-

* There was lawly fent to the Royal Cabinet, from
Cayemn, & fein of one of thele fmall opofims,
though the animal was an adalt, exceeded not
and . half in length, aad the tail was four ol ml(
long.
¢ tain
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« t?‘in fpcc;c{e, its odour is fo infupportable, thae
¢ the animal receives the epi ik
e pithet of finking from
Thefe flinking opoffums muft not be con-
founded with the truc moygfettes, or finking
‘weal vhi i ver i 5
ore;.(f.gi’m: .mch conftitute a very different genus
M. de Vofmaér, dire@or of the Prince of.
Orange’s cabinet of Natural Hiftory, has added
a note to p. 6. of his defeription of a fyin
fquirrel, publithed at Amfterdam in the yca%
7. %
¢ The cogfeces is the bofeh or beufralt of the
¢ Eaft Indies, the philander of Seba, and the
¢ didelpbis of Linnzus. The learned M, de
¢ Buffon (fee above, p. 407.) denics abfolutely its
¢ exiftenceinthe Ealt Indies, and limits it entirely
e New World.  We can, however, affure
is Jearned naturalit, that Valentin and Seba
were right in making thefe animals common
¢ to Afia and America.  Laft fummer, T myfelf
¢ received a male and female from the Faft
¢ Indies. The fame fpecies has likewife been
¢ tranfimitted from Amboina to Do@or Schloffer
¢ of Amflerdam.  The chief difference between
¢ the cogfeues of the Faft and that of the Weft
¢ Indics, conlift, according to my obfervation
¢ in the colour of the hair, which, in the Eaft
¢ India male, is all of a yellowifh white: That
¢ of the fomale s a litle browner, with a black,
or rather brown line on the back. The head

¢ of
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of the Weft India kind is fhorter; but the head
¢ of the male appears to be longer than that of
¢ the female. 'The cars of the Eaft are much
¢ fhorter than thofe of the Weft India fpecics.
¢ The defeription of the fecond fpecics, men-
« tioned by Valentin, is too diffufe to afford any
¢ certain information.”

That M. Vofmaér received male and female
animals from the Eaft Indies, under the deno-
mination of cogfboes, I have no reafon to doubt.
But the differences which he himfelf points out
between the coefcoes and the opoffums, may
lead us to conclude that they are not animals of
the fame fpecies. I acknowledge, however, that
M. de Vofmagr's criticifin is juft, when he re-
marks, that 1 made Seba’s three philanders the

imal, whilty in fat, the third, repre-

fented in his 39th plate, is a different fpecies, and
is found in the Philippine flands, and, perhaps,
in fome other parts of the Eaft Indies, where it
is known by the name. of cogfeoes, cufeus, ot
cufis. I the voyage.of Chriltopher Barche-

witz, 1 find the following notice:

< Tn the ifland of Lethy, there are cuftus or

¢ cuféos, whofe flefh has nearly the tafte of that of
¢ 2 rabbic. In colour they refemble the marmot.
¢ The eyes are fmall, round, and brilliant. The
< legs are fhort; and the. tail, which is long,
¢ has no hair on it. This animal leaps from one
¢ tree to another, like the fquirrel, and then fixes
 its tail round a branch, that it may cat the fruit
< more commodioufly. It diffufes a difagree-
< able




432 THE VIRGINIAN OPOSSUM.

© able odour, like that of the fox. The female
¢ has a pouch under the belly, into which het
¢ young go out and in below her tail. She leaps
¢ from one tree to another, conveying her
¢ young in this pouch *.”
From the pouch under the belly; and the
prehenfile tail, it appears, that the cufeus of
cufos of the Eaft Indies is really an animal of the
fame genus with the American opoffam. But
this is by no means a proof that it belongs to
the fame fpecies with any of thofe which inha=
bit America.  This would be the only example
of fuch a coincidence. If M. Vofmaér had en:
graven the figures of thefe coefcoes, as he men-
tions in the text, we would have been enabled to
form a more complete notion of the fimilarities
and differences which fubfift between the Afiatic
coefcoes and the American opoffums. But I am
ftill perfuaded that thofe of the one Continent
will never be found in the other, unlefs they are
tranfported thither. I refer the reader to what I
have faid on this fubjec® in p. 407. of thisvolume.
We mean not to deny the poffibility of
equal climates, in both Continents, producing
fome animals of the precife fame fpecies. We
formerly remarked, that the fame temperature,
in different parts of the globe, fhould produce
the fame beings, both in the animal and vege-
table kingdoms, if all other circumftances were
equal. 'We treat not here, however, of philo-
fophical poffibilities, which may be more or
* Voyage de Barchewitz, p. 532.

lels
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Jefs probable, but of a very general fa@, of
which numberlefs examples may be given. It
55 certain, that, when America was difcovered,
none of the following' animals exifted in the
New World: The elephant, the rhinoceros,
the hippopotamus, the camelopard, the camel,
the dromedary, the buffalo, the borfe, the afs,
the lion, the tiger, the apes, the baboons, and a.
number of others, which L have formerly enume-
rated, p. 111 of this volume. In the fame manner,
the tapir, the lama, the pecari, the jaguar, the
couguar, the agouti, the paca, the coati, the
floth, and feveral others formerly mentioned,
did not exift in the Old Continent. Is not this
muliitude of examples fufficient to guard us
againft pronouncing, like M. Vofmaér, that
fuch and fuch animals belong equally to the
fouthern regions of both worlds?
The following paffage fhould be referred to
the Indian cufcus or cufos:
¢ In the Malucca iflands,” Mandelflo remarks,
there is an animal called cufos, which dwells
on trees, and feeds on their fruits. It refem-
bles a rabbit, and has thick, fiizzled, coarfe
hair, of a mixed colour between gray and
red. The eyes are round and vivacious, the
feet fmall, nd the tail fo firong, that the ani=
mal hangs by it on the branches, in order the
more eafily o reach the fruit*

andelflo, fute dOlearius, tom. iy p. 384
EE In
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In this paflage no mention is made of the
pouch under the belly, which is the moft dif-
tinguifthing charader of the opoffims. But
T fill maintain, that, if the cufos of the Eaft
Tndies has this charater, it is certainly a fpecies
which approaches very near to the American
opoffums ; and I Mhall be inclined to think that
it differs from the opoffum nearly in the fame
manner as the ers from the leopard.
Of all the animals belonging to the fouthern
climates of both Continents, the two laft, with=
out being of the fame fpecics, make the nearelt
approach to cach othy

[ a5 1

THE MURINE OPOSSUM*.

APHIS fecies feeme o make a very

approach o the former. _ They both be-

Jong to the fame climate, and to the fame Con=
tinent,

opoffom has Tong broad ears, rounded at the end,
4 dhin and naked. The eyes are encompaffed with black.
ey head, and upper part of the body, are of & twny
colour, and the belly of & yellowith white. The feet are covered.
ort whiti hair. The toes are formed like thofe of the
receding fpecies. The til is flendr, and covered with mifte
D Jes to the very ramp. _'The length, from nofe t tal, is about.
S inches and a half, and that of the tail the fame. The female.
wants the pouch or falfe belly 5 but, onthe lower part, the (Kin
Torms on cach fide a fold, between which the teats are lodged.
“This pecics varies in coloar. 1 have feen one fiom Giana,
2 biown above, and whitfh bencath Pemant’s Symeff:

Quad. p. 2
The sarmefer marmoay is the Braflian name of this animal,
hé negrocs cal the Virginian opoflam masicrs and the mazmofs,
ch i fmaller, the rat manicoie
s Americanus ealopes ditus; Sebay tom. i p. 46+
€ 2. Now, The name fealpesy given by Seba
, and which Klcin and Briffon bave adopted, is
fealopes of the Greeks is certainly not the
. Befides, ic is impofible to determine, fro
the wriings o the ancients, what animal they meant by the name
Voaloper: Ad finem, quidam mures func quos ealger vocant
‘Arifophanis in Acharmonfibus animadvertit;
Vicip. p. 416, This, 1 believ

ular fpecies, @
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