


Cimr!es 64 l!ll(l('l’wt)()(l

Licutenant Infan

United States Ar;y

sk BULVEY,

HONEY USED FOR ULCERS,

Moscow (AP) —Honey is being used
successfully in the Soviet Union to}
freat stomach ulcers, says the news= |}
paper Evening Moscow, About 250|

tients suffering from ulcers have(}

een treated in the Ostoumov, Bas-~
‘man and Moscow garrison hospitals,
ihe paper says. Aboub 250 grams of
honey were given the patients for
periods of fourteen to eighteen days.
In many cases pains dlss.ppemed
after the first day. About 80 per
gent of those treated had their
ulcers  healed by the honey treat-
ment. The article says honey was
used during the war in freating
wounds and that considerable re-
gearch and experiment has been
since conducted along these lines.
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vivor of the infamous death mnrch
from Bataan after the surrmder
to the Japanese, was _back in To-
‘peka to visit his parents Mr. and
Mrs.-E. N. Underwood. 916 Polk.
yesterday,
iy

nderwood credits his. aiendm'-
ving him

K &se torturou.l journey
Rlong' ‘the fact that he
march -,-bwo days of the time in.
a coma,

“It was the 290-pmmdeﬂ .who
had & hard time,” he said. “They
were stripped of half of their]
weight in a short time and. they
were the ones who died quickly.”

Lieut. Col. William Dyess, the|
flier who escaj from & Jap pri-]
son and told e first story of the
notorious march, qu a  close
friend of his, Major Underwood
said, and that all the things ’wemd*
true which he told.

He said he was fortunate o hg’*f
in a group which was not as 111-‘
treated as some others and ths}
Japs did not punish his group be-
yond denying food and water.

‘Small rations but a steady dle:!
was: the story of the Japanmi
priaon camp.

The group was released on_ ﬁap‘-'ﬂ
t.gmlw.sﬂ, ‘but prior to that time
tha,;r ‘had taken over comnglad L
the camp and were - given

txred Northeast Kansas. farmer,
was a courthouse visitor yester-

gay. rus som, 14, UOL ‘utlanes .-
Underwood, flew to Ft. Leaven-
worth from Ft. Sam dHnnsm,
Tex., with a group B

Monday Ernie met his son at the
e mvwm ‘.airpm't ‘and

night v . parents, Yes-
terday f:blmel Underwroad was.
driven back to Ft. Leavenworth
by- his father.
"Colonel Underwood, formerly
a resident of Atchison, andalorh
‘mer - reporter on the ‘Amarillo
'%News, has been in the army
20 years. He is in the public re-
ns section. W»‘q,;_l fqel

totunum .







ears lay in wait for the Axis

n after the track had been

‘when the mine exploded and
18 Germans escaped the mur-
fire of the hidden French-

-the north there was no action
s Allied lines except for artil-

esman sai;i the Germans

theast of the former city

ended 1t 5t 6:00 Bris morning. WAk s
Louis A. Waldman, union att.omey. i

declaring “we have reached no
agreement.”

- Waldman indicated that settle-
ment of the dispute was not expect-
ed in the near future.

‘Morning papers affected were the
Times, the Herald Tribune, the
Daily News and the Daily Mirror—
representing a total daily circula-
tien closely apbroaching 4,000,000,

The city-wide strike materialized
last night when the independent
union and the publishers’ associa-
tion of New York City failed fo
agree on terms for renewal of &
contract which expired July 1. _Since

then negohations had been in prog-|.

and 35 mﬂes below Tums, the capi-,
tal

mlssmg' in act1on * but of-
ficial news -of his capture
sent by the adjutant gener-
al’s office to his parents M

wood of Topeka, Kans., was {

relayed here this morning
And 50 ends m ‘ths

vacations on th editonal staff. Aft
er he was graduated and commis-
sioned a second lieutenant in the
reserves, he was connected with the
advertising department until Feb.
15, 1941, when he was called to|
active duty. He was stationed st
Fort Sam Houston and when assign-
ed to the Thirty-First Infantry he
was transferred to Manila, April
21, 1941,/

‘It was last Chnstmas that his
parents received & radiogram an-
nouncing the officer’s promotion to
a first Iieutenancy. “He later was

e through the Red Cr

er came back. I finall

25-word message on the G
this last  trip,

The news from Washington diﬁ

not give the location of the prison ©

camp where Capt. Underwooa i
held.
Two Amarillo young men, Bta.ck

Garrison and Gayle Neal, both ma-
are in.'a Japanese prmon -
camp from which radio pmgrams

rines,

are broadcast twice daily = Both
the Amarilloans have been “on: the
air” since their capture at Guani

Betty Barton, 2700 Tyler street,
is the winner of the $5 first prize
in this week’s news tip contest. She
eaned in a tip on the gang fight

Jehovah's Witnesses on Polk
Manedas svanine.

Chinese rorcef -
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wm raturn to Brooke general
1, Fort Sam- Houston, Tex.
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"-‘Jss ENEMY STILL DANGERO us

CHARLES C. UNDERW(

=
|
|

Major Underwood, whose par-
ents, Mr, and Mrs. E. N. Under-|
wood, live in Topeka, Kan., was}
a member of The NeWS-Globe edi-
torial and advertising staffs be
fore he went on active duty as “Rieht -as po~
an infanfryman in June of 1939. ¢ lite ‘as they were bmt 7 said the
He was married recently to Jim- 1 officer, who was liberated from a
mie  Sullivan, formerly of Ama- |} Prison camp Japan, Sept. T,
wllo. ‘The couple returned here| | ‘but in m pmion they will pur-
a few days ago for a brief visit| j sue the same course Germany did
pefore going to Kansas City. ‘ ?,fter World War I if they get the
| opportunity.”
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Thur&iay Evening

Topekan’s Son
ight ‘Like Hell
In Philippines

Lt. Chas. Underwood,
Censor, Approves His
Own Letter Home

Evidence that their son, Lt.
Charles C. Underwood, 24-year-

old Kansan with General Wain-
wright’s heroic forces on Bataan|
peninsula, was alive and still|s
“fighting like hell” six weeks ago,
was deposited the other day in
the mailbox of his anxious parents,
Mr. and Mrs. Ernest Underwood,
916 Polk.

It was a letter, written and ap-
proved by his own hand, as censor,
and dated February 15—the first
word they had received since his
cable the day before Christmas.

‘“This is written under hur-
ried conditions, but,I want you
to know I am feeling fine and

.ama confident ; with- the trus$ -

in God, steady nerve and se-

cure trigger finger everything
will come out for me and the

United States over here,” he

said.

“Rumor has it that if this letter
gets to message center by noon
today, it has a good chance of
eventually reaching the states,
and it is the first chance I have
had of writing since I cabled De-
cember 24. ‘

“Of course I can’t tell you what
I'm doing, where I am or anything
about our war over here. We've
got one tho, as I presume you well
know.

“Once in awhile I get a chance
to. hear short wave broadcasts
from Frisco stations. Living con-
ditions are not as- pleasant as my
life and apartment in Manila—but
it could be worse.”

He said he had been promoted

=y

-

I~

expected to be a captain before he
was thru.
A Texas /Newsman :

A former newspaperman, work-
ing on Gene Howe’s Amarillo
Globe, Lieutenant Underwood re-
ceived his military training at
Fort Sam Houston in Texas before
going to the Philippines early last
year with the first boatload of sol-
diers from American soil to join
the old 31st Infantry in islands.

Born in Atchison, the young of-
ficer attended Kansas schools, was
graduated from the University o
Missouri, where he majored in
journalism. His father, now with
the state highway department, has
long been a Republican leader in
Kansas and represented one of the
Atchison districts in the legisla:
ture several terms.







BELlEVES ENEMY STILL DAN&%‘EROUS
R V\Uh \

MAJ. CHARLES C. UNDERWOOD ’
* % % * 0k % |

Japs Waijting Until We
Relax To Strike Again

Japaneqe believe in a gooq, old American adage. too. It's “If at first
‘ou don't succeed, try, try again.

And that’s what they plan to do to gain their objective of a greater| W
matw sphere, velieves Maj, Chaxles C UndPlWOOd a survivor of me¢
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swirovomrswns |-d DAY, 60 YEARS LATER woon sosrso
* Military, civilians who lived through WW 1I tell their sto

CONTINUED FROM 6A rious Nazi concentration camp at For the last three years of thariksgiving. But late that floodlit, seemed to float above
. Buchenwald to Gotha, where a World War Il my family had lived  evening my mother had an the town. We sat in the dark for |
change the war and save many C-47 flew us (my first plane ride) ~ in a small village tpcked below inspin:ation, one | thank her for a long time. I )
American lives, probably includ-  to LeHavre, France — and Camp  the South Downs in West Sussex.  to this day. After dark we For me, a teenager, it was a time
ing ours because we were des- Lucky Strike, After a couple On V-E Day, my mother and | would walk up to the crest of to look forward. For my mother it To read
tined to be sent to the South Pa-  weeks there — and a three-day were on our own. My father the Downs. A chain of low was another chance to lay the World v
cific after the Japanese were dri-  pass in Paris — | boarded a liberty had died the previous year and chalk hills that sprawl along the  ghosts of war to rest. The future
ven out of Southeast Asia. ship and was transported to Bos-  my brother was working in south coast of England, they held no guarantees. But at that own me
— Herbert (Herb) Collier ton. While | was in mid-Atlanticc  London. Earlier in the day have been watch posts and moment on that quiet hillside goto vV
; World War Il in Europe officially. = we had been part of a crowd guardians for the English soaked in English history, we ke d
came to an end. 7 that packed Chichester throughout history. The dared to hope. ' ywor

My father, Anastacio, was 23
years old and working the farm ‘
in Staples, Texas, when his coun- ; : : 2 -
try beckoned him to serve in the ° T — T— o ——
grmed forces. The year was 1941
and my father was the only son
of six to be drafted. With hardly
any formal education, a limited
knowledge of English and with
much courage, myfather an-
swered his country’s call. -

At home, my Mamagrande Su-
sana wept unceasingly every day
until my father’s return four years
later. She and my grandfather,
Juan, would often spend entire
nights in front of the Blessed Sac-

. rament at the Church of the Sa-
cred Heart of Ma? in.Martindale
in fervent prayer for the safe re-
turn of their.son. Mamagrande
Susana cried so much that her left
eéye dried up and withered. That |
was the story our mother, Ra-
faela, told us to explain our
grandmother’s blind eye.

My. father is 86 years old now.
He speaks about his experiences
as if they happened just yester-
day. We know we have a hero liv-
ing among us. We never let him
forget how thankful we are.

— Stella Juarez-Garcia

— Hary Nixon  Cathedral for a service of cathedral, its proud spires .‘"’m Ramos

*

| remember the day the war
started in September 1939 for
those of us living in Scotland, in
the United Kingdom. My father,
who had fought in the trenches
of WWI, told us. I had never seen
him as sad as he was that day. As
a child, there was a certain de-
gree of excitement about it. The
war also meant 5% years of black-
outs, never showing lights after
dark. It meant ration books and
carrying gas masks and identity
cards, and it meant running to
the air raid shelter when the siren
went off, to wait with baited
breath until the ‘all clear.’
Throughout, we never learned to
hate German people — ‘only Hit-
ler and the Nazis. | immigrated to
North America in 1954 and met
the love of my life. We will be
married 50 years next year. I'm
glad my parents taught us not to
hate because my dear husband
was born and raised in Germany.




The few remaining survivors have never forgotten
the ho fm; that ‘was 'Bataan ' |

ough, hewasanAnuyAerorps aewduef(top
f Gls who were forced on the Bataan Death March (Iower lmage)

' Deaths . 6B Metro/State
Drive ~ 1F Movies = =

Editorials . ' 2H - Puzzles




rh ey §Sry L @ SR
rable experience, which was not
apparent at the time. | was the
pilot for one of the 50-60 aircraft
flying French workers from Ger-
many into Reims. General Eisen-
hower’s headquarters was lo-
cated there. A Jeep carrying three
MPs armed with machine guns di-
rected my C-47 to follow them to
the far side of the airfield. As |
cut my engines, | noticed another
C-47 on my right wing. As that
C-47 cut its engines, five high-
ranking German officers stepped
off the airplane, got into staff

BILLY CALZADA/STAFF

T VB A N e B RS Ly 4o - e B s VS s N e YER 1 Nt !
CANS.anc Ward: wscorted Sy Uy will %Wnﬁ:c;nﬁhim play with his dog Beagle. In the early 19408, though, he was an Army Air Corps crew chief (top
several Jeeps loaded with armed 1 bt ¢ ﬁo. sa were forced on the Bataan Death March (lower image).
MPs. | had been used ta shield - AR¥the Philicpines fell, he wes one.of the thousands of Gis who werd forced on the |
the German surrender team from N g e SR o O S ; kst W oy S A

view! A few hours later the
American Forces Radio an-
nounced that the war in Europe
was over.

e dead this V- Day but & precious few have

mguinr' m ';ﬁi&'tﬁemﬂxmmmtbe

— Robert Awe

The war in Europe officially
ended May 7, 1945. My war

ended three wcleeb:s eaen;liig. On m samr t_good meal, the gift of free-
April 15, | was liberated from a PRt g '
prisoner-of-war work detail at vimlityanﬂ left them frail, ﬂiey

. Sixty years after Japan's surrender tade history of World War II and its
mnmme mmpfhwmatmmmmm raising

Glauchau, Germany, near Leipzig
and Dresden. An almost five-
month period of incarceration

was over, as Gen. Patton’s Third & ihushroom cloud rising over Hiroshima—other,
Army liberated our town — and from that brital war haunt & dwindling number of old
me — along with 19 other U.S. i R e e X -k

POWs. After liberation, it was
back by truck through the noto-

=
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BUY TODAY | i
INSTALL TOMORROW i

LAMINATE FLOORS
Was $249 sq. ft.
NOW 79 SQ. FT.

CERAMIC TILE
Was 249 sq. ft.

NOW 59 8Q, FT.

*Our Surcharges (Incl. 2.18% Federal Universal Service (varies quarterly), 5¢ Regulatory/line/mo., & others by area) are not taxes (details: 1-888-684-1888); gov't taxes and our surcharges ¢

bill. Activation fee/line: $35/1 &r; yrs.

SO " . . el IMPORTANT CONSUMER INFORMATION: Subject to Customer Agreement, Calling Plan, rebate forms & credit approval. $175 termination fee per ling, up to 45¢/min. after allowance, other charges & re

+ 1 YEAR « NO PAYMENT » NO INTEREST to the next full minute. Offers not available everywhere. America’s Choica Coverage Area covers 289 million people. Network details, coverage limitations & maps at verizonwireless.com. F
+ SEE STORE FOR DETAILS - Open Daily Nights 9:01pn7-5:5%am M-F. Max 5 lines, on same account. Limited time offers. ©2005 Verizon Wireless.
- Mon-Fri 9-8 » Sat. 9-6:30 * Sun. 12.5 A G
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The Japanese viciousness was rooted in bushido, the ancient code of Samurai warriors.
It was radical by American standards, but not to generations of Japanese who brooked no embarrassment.

Bataan survivors have

lived life after death

CONTINUED FROM 1A

retiree and Bataan Death
March survivor who was im-
prisoned for 3% years in the
Philigpines, Manchuria and Ja-
p4n. “You stepped out of line
for whatever reason, the Japa-
nese would bayonet you or
shoot you, and that’s the way
we lost a lot.of men on the
mérch’!

For those who survived, life
after war required another, qui-
etér brand of heroism: that of
moving on, of enduring night-
miares and fighting throtugh
wounds both physical and psy-
chological while raising families
and making a living and greet-

each anticlimactic morning
of the rest of their lives.

This weekend, Mitchell will
be fishing. John E. Olson won’t
mark the day but has written
thiee books about the war. Abel
F Ortega was at a local hospital
visiting his wife, Naomi, the
mother of their seven children.
A devout Christian, he said the
treacherous years of prison life
reinforced his faith..

Sixty years ago, just before
being pushed at gunpoint into
the cargo hold of a Japanese
freighter, Ortega saw a can on -
the ground. A voice told him to
pick it up. Insidé the cramped
cargo hold he wound up under
a wind socket.

“When it rained, rain would
trickle down in that shutter
and I had that can there and I
would catch the water. All the
others were crying for water,”
Ortega, 85, said, adding that he
traded sips for scraps of rice
the next 39 days. “It was a
blessing for me. And that's just
onte instance.”

" Their ordeal began in the
months after Pearl Harbor as
their outposts, starved for food,
medicine and ammunition, fell
urider the Japanese juggernaut.
Tha rlach nf Fact and Waet wae

lery from the small rocky is-
land of Corregidor, which
hadn't yet fallen.

They quickly understood the
nature of their enemy. No one
got water that day, despite a
long march in the tropical sun.
Those who tried to get water or
fell back, sat down or collapsed
were killed by bayonet, bullet or
sword.

That, viciousness was rooted
in bushido, the ancient code of
Japanese Samurai warriors. It
was radical by American stan-
dards, but not to generations of
Japanese who brooked no em-
barrassment.

Losing “face” was as much a *

dishonor.

“It's
something
you more
or less
have to ac-
cept in the historical sense than
try.to explain,” said historian
and columnist T.R. Fehrenbach,
author of “This Kind of War,”
an acclaimed account of the Ko-
rean conflict.

“I listen to people trying to
explain Osama bin Laden. How
do you explain people who want
to blow themselves up? You
can’t by the dictates of your
own culture.”

Bushido meant deprivation
for civilian and military prison-
ers, but there was a different
standard. Then 14, Liz Irving
was imprisoned with her par-
ents, schoolteachers Roscoe and
Mamie Lautzenhiser, “enemy
aliens” rounded up in Manila.

Unlike the GIs, the 4,000 civil-
ians and military nurses in
Qantn Thmae Camn ont threa

ORTEGA

* PHOTOS BY BILLY CALZADA/STAFF

Abel Ortega Sr. was a captwe o‘fthejapane;e in the Philippines during VWWII. He walked in the infamous Bataan Death March and was liberated
from the Maibara prison camp in Japan in 1945. He holds a Japanese samurai sword.

Bataan Death March
i Cabanatuan
Camp O’Donnell
. .Q-’\)Capas
PHILIPPINES \
Luzon Island

San Fernando}

//
-

Peninsula
Balanaa @.
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Seeing the utility of their cap-
tives, Japan transported 35,000
allied troops from the Philip-
pines and elsewhere to 130
Asian prison camps, where
they worked in mines, ship-
yards and munitions factories,
according to the POW Research
Network Japan, formed in 2002
to research Japanese POW
camp atrocities.

In Cabanatuan, a Philippine
camp where Americans were
held after the Death March,
food was so scarce. that one
U.S. commander, Maj. Chester
L. Johnson, counted the grains
of rice allotted to each man.

. Japan coped with the loss of
indigenous workers through the
use of slave labor, but usually
did little to keep their captives
alive. Men slept on bamboo
floors. Punishment was severe,
arbitrary and frequently fatal.
Organized in groups of 10,
American POWSs in Cabanatuan
tied their legs together at night
to ensure no one escaped. If
one fled, the other nine were
shot.

i The Death March began with
the surrender of 70,000 U.S. and
Filipino forces on Bataan. They
were forced to walk 55 miles
from Mariveles, on the south-
érn end of the peninsula, on
April 9, 1942, to San Fernando.

! From there, they were taken
By rail to Capas and marched
the last 8 miles to Camp O'Don-
nell. By then, the group was
much smaller. Many escaped;
between 7,000 and 10,000 per-
ished.

 Joseph D. Lajzer, Joe Alexan-
der, Olson, Ortega and Mitchell
were on the march. The men,
who live in the San Antonio ar-
ea, dodged incoming U.S. artil-

John E. Olson was a prisoner of
war after the fall of the Philippines
early in World War Il. He survived
the Bataan Death March and has
written several books relating to
his experiences.

i

new wrinkle after three men
caught in a breakout were
killed: In the future, room mon-
itors elected by their peers
would be executed. The escapes

“Of course, nobody wanted to
be elected room monitor after
that,” said Irving, 78, of San An-

tonio.
» 4Living this way left a lifelong

impression. Ortega, who suf-
fered nightmares from his cap-
tivity but later fought in Korea,
planted small U.S. flags on
headstones for years at Fort
Sam Houston National Ceme-
tery After the war, Lajzer
picked fights if people touched
or bumped him. Beaten repeat-
edly by guards, one who
smashed his left knee with a
digging tool, he refused to take
off his flight cap at an NCO
club in Alamogordo, N.M.
“He dared them to take it

off,” said Lajzer’s wife, Adelina,
who delivered a baby girl, Kath-
erine, in 1950. “I got fed up with
all the fighting on any old
thing. I told him that we were
finished, but he loved his little
girl and he was not about to be
finished.”

That anger ran deep, eight
years into his ‘past. As the
march began a small cadre of
guards disgusted by the concept
of surrender and prone to in-
flict pain had to keep watch day
and night on groups of 100 to
500 Americans. Olson said the
troops could have everpowered
the Japanese in a mass break-
out if they had been strong
enough, but they'd been weak-
ened by the four-month siege
that led tostheir surrender

Still, he tried. Olson and a
buddy, Capt. Charles “Shorty”

Liz Irving was a civilian prisoner of the Japanese in the Philippines during WWII. She was
a teenager whose parents were schoolteachers. She was held at the Santo Tomas in-
ternment camp, which was liberated on Feb. 3, 1945. The drawing was sketched for her
by a fellow prisoner on Christmas Day 1943.

Langdon, decided they would
flee to the mountain provinces
of Luzon. On the second eve-
ning of the march they slipped -
away from the formation as it
trudged down a gravel road.
Just as they slid down an em-
bankment, into 4 gully, someone
cried, “Guard! Guard! My friend
can’t go any further!” The

guard beat one of the prisoners -

in the pitch-black night. Olson
and his friend overheard it all.

“ ‘Shorty, I''h afraid they’re
going to get us, and we'd better
get back into the column,’” Ol-
son said.

A halftrack driver, Ortega
saw bodies all along the road to
San Fernando. One night, a Fil-
ipino soldier next to him built a
fire to cook his rice. A Japa-,
nese guard bayoneted him. In
another incident, several Filipi-
nos were tied to a haystack and
burned alive. Later, a GI fell out
of the ranks a.nd was run over

the 12 days of the march he
perhaps ate three full meals.
Water was 80 scarce that men
died of thirst; but others per-
ished after drinking.

Mitchell and other GIs were
told not to drink from the

streams they crossed during the °

march, because the dead bodies
had contaminated the water
with cholera. Filipino troops
who drank despite the warning

tumbled off the road, delusional.
Then they were shot or stabbed.
A ymmgAnmrcaptam Olson

POWs were herded into Camp .
O'Donnell at the end of the
march. -

Inside a red binder he keeps
a photocopy of the original list
of the dead, the first to fall a
young lieutenant, Robert O.
Bennett. Olson broke down the
deaths from May through July
1942, and listed the cause.
Nearly twointhreeofthe 1,316
dead suffered from dysenterg

Now 87, he wore a khaki
armband with writing in Eng-
lish and Japanese identifying
him as the personnel adjutant.
The Japanese warned that he
would be “suitably punished” if
his daily census count differed
from one done by the Imperial

hands tied behind their backs.

“All we could do is stand at
attention and salute them,” he
said. “Ve just had to salute.”

Hunger was as common as
violence, and the lines between
the two often blurred. Lajzer; a
Toledo native and retired Air
Force technical sergeant, was
forced to stand at attention
while a guard beat him with a
fist. His crime was eating rice
after 8 p.m.

Liberation in the wake of Ja-
pan’s Aug. 15, 1945, surrender,
followed by a formal ceremony
aboard the USS Missouri on
Sept. 2, wasn’t the end for the

" American POWSs. Most stayed

inside the wire awaiting the ar-
rival of U.S. forces. Olson, a
West Point graduate who had
learned Japanese, joined an
Army outfit charged with find-
ing POWSs scattered in 10

camps.

Planes dropped food and med-
ical supplies into the camps,
but the dying didn't stop. Lajzer,
in his book “3.6 Years of Hell,”
recounted the tale of a starved
prisoner who made a list of rec-
ipes to try out back home. The
aspiring chef was one ofhfou.r

\

men killed during a B-29 food
drop as cans smashed through
the thatched roof of a hut.

Japan’s atrocities did not go

Lt. Gen. Homma

Masaharu, commander of the
Philippines’ invasion force, was
executed in 1946 for his role in
the Death March.

mmBatamAlmu'mtmal
in Tokyo, held separately from
other trials, led to the hanging
of seven officers. -

Peace, secured at last, would

neither last nor leave the world -

more secure. The Axis powers
fell, soon replaced by the Iron
Curtain and the threat of mu-

_bate has long raged over use of
 the bomb, which killed 70,000 to
100,000 people on Hiroshima
and 40,000 on Nagasaki.

: Smmwthedeclnmtionof
buthcntlaswasabarbancact,
bmthoslﬁvmmgttmtethat

the bloodx su.icidal battles that
lay ahead in a final U.S. inva-
sion of the home islands.

In Bataan, Army Rangers
backed by Filipino guerrillas
liberated 511 American POWSs at
Cabanatuan on Jan. 30, 1945.
The event, detailed in *“Ghost
Soldiers” by author Hampton
Sides and new movie “The
Great Raid,” aimed to spare the
men from sharing the fate of
150 soldiers burned and ma-

chine gunned to death a month -

before on the island of Palawan.
A “kill-all” order issued by Ja-
pan’s War Ministry and sent to
prison camps throughout Asia
on Aug. 1, 1944, called for exter-
mination of the POWs, Sides
said.

“Whether they are destroyed
individually or in groups, and
whether it is accomplished by
means of mass bombing, poison-
ous smoke, poisons, drowning,
or decapitation, dispose of them
as the situation dictates,” stated
Tokyo’s memo. “It is the aim
not to allow the 'escape of a sin-
gle one, to annihilate them all,
and not to leave any traces.”

Today, many ex-POWs still
harbor bitterness toward Japan.
They and their families filed a

class-action lawsuit years ago
against two dozen Japanese
firms that used slave labor. The
case is in the courts, unre-
solved.

“We're asking for an apology
from the Japanesé government
for mistreatment, and we're su-
ing the companies for slave la-
bor,” said the 78-year-old Alex-
ander, a former Kelly AFB civil-
ian worker who joined the
Army at 14 after running away
from famjly who said he'd land
in prison.

Olson returned determined to
cobble together an official re-
cord of the war and the Philip-
pine Scouts he served with be-
fore the surrender. Japan’s con-
quests were driven by a need
for raw materials, he said, but
that was another generation.

“There’s no use in holding it
against Japanese today,” he
said.

But Irving, whose teenage
years were spent in prison, is,

. weary of the debate over Tru-

man'’s order to drop the atomic
bomb. The argument, she said,
conveniently overlooks Japan's
misdeeds in the Philippines.

“T get kind of tired about
hearing about the poor people
in Hiroshima and Nagasaki, be-
cause they’ve never mentioned
hundreds of thousands of civil-
ians that they deliberately mas-
sacred in Manila as r.he Ameri-
cans were coming in,” Irving
said.

Thirty V-J Days passed before
Lajzer ate rice. He'd think
about how much of it was avail-
able in America and how little
he had in prison - sometimes
Jjust six grains for every meal.

His nightmares are over. Back
in the day, Lajzer dreamed of
running on the tops of houses
as Japanese guards chased him.
Today he sleeps well, goes to
church twice a week, and sa-
vors his two grown children,
three grandchildren and one
great-granddaughter, now 3.

At the end of Lajzer’s suffer-
ing is a simple philosophy

“Smile, you'll look better,”
Lajzer said. “There a lot of peo-
ple in this world who need to
smile a lot more.”

sigc@expri cs.;—news. net
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