FROM A MANUSCRIPT GULISTAN, or Rose Garden, of
Sa’'di, one of the most famous and beautiful poems in the
Persian language. The date corresponds to 1563 of the Chris-
tian era. On the margins, running concurrently, are the
Ghazals, or Lyrics, of Sa’'di. The calligraphy is in the
Shekasteh Nasta'liq style, and while not of great distinc-
tion, shows painstaking care and precision. Shekasteh
Nasta'liq is a form of script greatly favored by Persian
calligraphers. It is a test ofp their skill, and despite a suc-
cession of interlocking curves peculiarly suited to the
flowery qualities of their literature, it yet attains a fair
degree o? legibility. (I The paper, like many of the pre-
ceding examples, is of typical Oriental quality, made from
vegetable fibres and linen or cotton rags, sized according
to one of many secret processes, and polished by rubbing,
probably with a glass ball or shell. It is interesting to note
that Persia learned paper making from the Chinese, and
that Samarkand was famous for its paper as early as the
8th Century. (I The Persian printed leaf that has been added

is from a text-book published in Calcutta in 1827, when

Persian was still the court and official language throughout
Northern India. Indeed, although presses were established
in Tabriz and Teheran about a decade earlier than this,
Persian printing in India was probably earlier still. A
printed Gulistan in Urdu (the Persianized form of Hindu-
stani), dated Calcutta, 1802, is in our possession.
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