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Tractorcade Moves Through County
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torcaae monuaji ihbui 
Memphis. He was accompa­
nied by support vehicles driven 
by Rick Branham and John 
Lee Prislovsky.

Group Will .Air 
To Washington 

Farmers from the local area 
■ who will go by air to Washing­
ton for the meeting with elect­
ed officials in Washington. The 
group includes E. H. Burrows. 
Paul Holloway. Bobby Weath- 
erley. Donald DeVore. Dennis 
Sears. Phillip Speight. Steve 
Fields. Tim Sears. Steve San- 
ner. Rill Reidhar. Owen Guess. 
W. C. (Steve) Hamhrick. Sr., 
I.arrvTafe, V. O, Calhoun, Jr .
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Del Taylor, Leon Inmari, 
Guyman DeVore and crew, 
Wholesale Oil, V, 0. Calhoun 
Farms, Harvey Smith, 0. B. 
Fields, Des Arc Implement, 
Ingram Bros., R. A. Carlock, 
Jr., Andy Madar, Bob Chil­
ders, Paul Holloway, Willie Joe 
Patterson, Floyd Wood, Guy 
Mitchell, Jim Sanner, Western 
Auto, Roy Roach, Fert-Chem 
Co., Sisson Conoco, Des Arc 
Florist, Tony Smith, Garth 
Hardware, Des Arc Furniture 
& Appliance, John Golleher, 
Waliski Seed, Inc., Tom Fisher 
(Nichols Ins.), John F. Orsi, 
White County Savings & Loan, 
A. R. Harrison, Gaines Young, 
Gaines Implement, Jack M. 
Stewart, Thermogas-Hopcaid, 
Dub Grizzle, Farmers & Mer­
chants Bank, Charlie Keel, 
Richard Norman, DeVorak 
Farm Supply, Michelsen Fly­
ing Service, James Service 
Shop, and Bill Burrow.

i

Joined At 1-40 
By Local Farmers
Farmers and members of 

their families, riding in trac­
tors and campers, arrived in 
Little Rock Saturday afternoon 
and after a rest over Sunday 
proceeded on Interstate 40 to­
ward their rendezvous with 
elected officials in Washington.

More than 400 vehicles began 
driving more than a week ago 
in New Mexico and Texas and 
they were joined by farmers in 
Oklahoma and western Arkan­
sas.

The tractorcade, one of six 
moving toward Washington, 

 ̂ arrived at the Hazen overpass 
on 1-40 Monday about noon 

" where they were joined by a 
group from Des Arc American 
Agriculture Movement Chap­
ter. (Des Arc’s group shown 

left to right, are Jimmy 
Holloway, Jimmy Flanagan, C. 
R. Smith, Keith Campbell, and 
Harvey Joe Sanner.) The trac­
tor is accompanied by a sup­
port vehicle and camper.

The farmers want Congress 
to implement all provisions of 
the 1977 farm bill which be­
came effective in 1978. “ With a 
stroke of a pen,” a spokesman 
said, “ the secretary of agricul­
ture could raise farm prices to 
90 percent of parity.”  They 
now average 65 percent of 
parity, the spokesman said.

The tractorcade got a permit 
from the state to travel 1-40. 
Speeds average 15 miles per 
hour for the 5-mile long trac­
torcade.

Clinton Childers and Francis 
Orlicek.

This group will leave Little 
Rock Feb. 4 for the flight to 
Washington. They will join the 
tractorcade group Feb. 5 out­
side the capital city and all 
the farmers will be meeting 
with congressional delegations 
Feb. 6, 7, 8.

A call Wednesday night from 
Harvey Joe Sanner traveling 
with the tractorcade for a 
report on the whereabouts of 
the group revealed that they 
had arrived in Nashville, TN. 
Wednesday after stops at West 
Memphis Monday night and 
Huntington, Tenn., Tuesday 
night. A Rally was being held 
at the Nashville National Fari- 
grounds Wednesday and the 
group leaves there this Thurs­
day morning. Sanner said they 
traveled in snow from Hunting- 
ton to Nashville.

The Des Arc office of AAM 
expresses their thanks to the 
following people for helping get 
the tractor ready for the trip to 
Washington and also to those 
who contributed money to help 
defray expenses on the long 
trip:
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Des 4rc Tractor Out In Front —  From Memphis Newspaper

tractorcade crossed the Mississippi River Bridge at Memphis last week, Des Arc tractor, 
with flags flying, was leading the group

Local AAM Farmers Joining 
Tractorcade To Washington

A group of local farmers are  
making plans to join a tractor­
cade bound for Washington, D. 
C. and a planned February 2 
rendezvous with elected offi­
cials to protest federal farm  
policies.

A local American Agricul­
ture movement spokesman 
said one tractor would go from 
here along with support vehi­
cles and will be joined in Wash­
ing ton by a Des Arc delegation 
that will fly up for the meeting.

The tractor will be driven by 
Jimmy Holloway and will be 
accompanied by a service ve­
hicle owned by C. R. Smith. A  
motor home owned by R. V. 
Weatherley will be carrying 
other local AAM  members, 
Jimmy Flanagan, Harvey Joe 
Sanner, and Dennis Sears.

The Texas tractorcade con­
sisting of about 150 tractors 
and support vehicles left from

two points Sunday night and 
are expected to arrive in Little 
Rock this Sunday night. They 
will be joined by Arkansas 
farmers including the Des Arc 
group Monday and Tuesday.

The local spokesman said 
driving time will be ten days 
with no Sunday traveling.

As many as 5,000 tractors, 
support vehicles, and 30.000 
farmers are expected in Wash­
ington. The principle purpose 
of the mass gathering is to 
urge Secretary of Agriculture 
Bergland’s signing of the 90 
percent parity amendment to 
the 1977 Farm Bill, the local 
spokesman said.

Jim Dupree of Weldon, Ark., 
active in the farm movement 
said he did not know how many 
would participate in the trac­
torcade but he hoped to have at 
least one from all the AAM

offices in the state. Dupree 
said there were approximately 
22 offices in Arkansas.

The local spokesman said, 
“ We are glad to see U. S. 
Senator David Pryor living up 
to a campaign promise to far­
mers. He has been appointed tc 
the Senate Agriculture Com-
mittee since taking office Jan
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It’s always open house at the Ag Building here when the AAM A boys cook up 

something - which they do real often.

AA/MA Group Off To D. C
The local AAMA group that will be leaving this weekend for the Grass Roots Convention 

in Washington, D. C. includes Harvey Joe Sanner, Jimmy Flanagan, Jimmy Holloway, 
Dennis Sears, E. H. Burrows and wife, Kerry Campbell, and Gary Madar, and perhaps 
others. The group will travel in cars and pickups fueled with gasohol. The fuel supply has 
been made available along the way by the national AAMA. The Grass Roots convention 
that will be drawing farmers from throughout America will be held Feb. 19 and 20. The 
local group will meet with members of the Arkansas Congressional Delegation Feb. 21 and 
22. A group from Des Arc attended tbe rally and alcohol fuel demonstration in Little Rock 
when AAMA groups from Texas, Oklahoma, and New Mexico, stopped overnight enroute 
to the Washington convention. Those mentioned above were in the local group along with 
Chip Calhoun, Floyd Calhoun, Buddy Teague, Earl Paul Hamilton, Jimmy Hamilton, 
Howard Bradford, and Jim Tate. The group said, “ If you can’t go to D.C., help someone 
else with expenses.’’
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DES ARC AAMA CHAPTER LEADERS; Left to right: Jimmy Holloway, Harvey Joe Sanner, Jimmy 
Flanagan, Donald DeVore, V. O, Calhoun, Jr., and Jim Tate, Des Arc Chapter directors.
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Outlines Proposed Action To Protect Farmers

Bumpers Talks To 
Farmers About Embargo

Senator Bumpers met Tuesday with a group 
of Arkansas farmers to discuss the President’s 
grain embargo and appropriate actions which 
the government should take to protect the 
farmers from lower prices caused by that 
embargo. The farmers included representatives 
of the Arkansas Farm Bureau and Arkansas 
Agricultural Movement.
As a result of the meeting, Senator Bumpers 

sent Secretary of Agriculture Bob Bergland a 
letter outlining steps he felt should be taken to 
relieve the situation.
The Senator’s first proposal was an immediate 

raise in the loan rate on soybeans from the 
current $4.50 per bu. to a price more near the 
true cost of production. Senator Bumpers cited 
University of Arkansas figrires which show a 
1979 cost of production for Arkansas’ North 
Delta area soybeans at $5.02 per bu. That 
estimate doesn’t include land charges or 
management.
Arkansas is fifth in the nation in soybean 

production at this time. Although market prices 
for beans are near the level they were before 
the President’s embargo, the Senator feels that 
future soybean prices could be depressed if 
large numbers of corn-belt farmers switch from 
corn to soybeans as a result of the lower corn 
prices caused by the embargo.

The Senator also urged the Secretary to 
lower the interest rate on ASCS on-farm 
storage loans from 10 V4 percent to the original 
7 percent. Arkansas ASCS Offices have made 
1,018 of these loans and have $13.6 million now 
obligated. The Senator feels that this recom­

mendation would make farmers less vulnerable 
in times when government policy forces a 
reduction in overseas grain sales.

The Senator is also concerned that the 
President’s promise to purchase large quanti­
ties of wheat for the P. L. 480 “Food for Peace” 
Program not displace American rice which 
already has been scheduled for the program. In 
fiscal year 1980, 368,000 metric tons of rice is to 
be shipped to undeveloped countries. This is a 
reduction of almost 100,000 metric tons from 
last year’s P. L. 480 rice program. The Senator 
emphasized his concern about the decline in 
rice tonnage over the past several years.

Another measure which the Senator advocat­
ed is the extension of the FmHA Economic 
Emergency Loan Program past its expiration 
date of May 15, 1980. It is designed to help 
farmers who are particularly hard-hit by rising 
production costs and low crop prices. Farmers 
may borrow up to $400,000 to refinance 
existing debt. Since the program began in 
Augrust, 1978, Arkansas FmHA has made 2,301 
loans totaling $125.9 million.

The Senator asked that all producers be 
eligible for USDA commodity programs. This 
would primarily effect rice farmers, who, if 
they did not have a rice allotment before 1977, 
are ineligible under the present program. In 
Arkansas, the nation’s largest rice producers, 

- only 35 percent of the rice is eligible for farm 
programs.

The last recommendation which the. Senator 
made was a request for the Secretary to place 
set-aside or land diversion on crops where a 
large oversupply is expected in next year’s 
crop.
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In Response to Proposals by Melvin Sm s

Thanks, But - No, 
Thanks, Says 
AMA Delegate

“ Thanks, But no thanks, 
Mr. Sims,”  was the re­
sponse of Harvey Joe San- 
ner of Des Arc to the pro­
posal by USDA’s Melvin 
Sims at the Arkansas Rice 
Council meeting held in For­
rest City on January 26.
Sims, guest speaker at the 

rice meeting, is with the 
U.S. Department of Agricul­
ture’s foreign agriculture 
service. Sim’ proposal for 
long rice prices so that the 
farmer can compete against 
subsidized sales by foreign 
governments, “ is totally un­
acceptable and we, in the 
American Agriculture 
Movement, will not take it 
lying down,”  Sanner stated 
frankly.
Sanner pointed out, “ The 

catch phrases of the admin­
istration such as “ market- 
oriented” , “ market clearing 
levels” , and “ free market 
approach” ,, means hist one

thing to Arkansas farmers: 
lower prices and more 
debt.”
This simplistic, ineffective 

approach to the farm prob­
lem must be challenged, 
Sanner emphasized, and 
added, “ we will be expect­
ing the support of the Ar­
kansas congressional dele­
gation in informing Arkan­
sas farmers that there are 
alternatives available.” 

State AAM 
Convention 
February 11

Sanner, a national AAM 
delegate, advises, also, that 
the State AAM Convention 
will be held Saturday, Feb. 
11, at the Holiday Inn in 
Forrest City, starting at 6 
p.m. (The meal will be 
“ Dutch treat” .) 
Entertainment will be pro­

vided by Dr. A. J. Langlois, 
professor and humorist, of 
Arkansas State University, 
Jonesboro. National AAM 
president, Tommy Willis of 
Brownsville, Tenn., will be 
present and current activi­
ties leading up to the writing 
of the 1985 Farm Bill will be 
discussed.
All farmers, ranchers, and 

interested persons are in­
vited to attend.
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Harvey Joe Banner, a rice and soybean producer, 
represents his home state of Arkansas well. 
Harvey is a man with a huge heart and an ambition 
to match. He serves as National Vice-President 
of Planning, and has recently been appointed 
to replace DeLoss McKnight on the PAC.

During the winter of '79, Harvey spent 30 
days away from home, participating in the tractor- 
cade to Washington, D.C. He believes the tractorcade 
started a process ôf farmer involvement that 
continues today. Looking back he said, "I am 
proud I participated, but am sad about all the 
negative things reported about the tractorcade. 
These negative things covered up the real issues 
of why we were there."

Last December, he relived some of the tractor­
cade days , as he headed up the Arkansas team that 
escorted the National Wagonmaster's tractor across 
the state, as it inched its way towards Washington. 
It will eventually be placed in the Smithsonian 
Institute.

Harvey has a beautiful, petite wife, Carolyn, 
and two sons, Kelly and Matt. He says he is 
very thankful that his family understands the 
importance of AAM, and proud of the sacrifices 
they are willing to make so that he can be the 
Arkansas delegate. Harvey describes his wife
as a housewife, tractor driver, partner, and 
most importantly, his best friend.

Harvey Joe has extreme pride in the National 
Office, and considers AAM's credibility as a 
national organization of producers a top priority.

When asked by the Reporter what the highlight 
of his AAM career has been, he replied, "I am 
most proud of the practical, realistic program 
we began with, and the PAC we established last 
year. Our PAC holds more promise for progress 
than any other single accomplishment."
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Harvey Joe Sanner,_ at the National AAM office

Harvey Joe added in his interview, "I appreciate 
the people of Des Arc, and all of Arkansas. 
I am ever mindfull of their confidence, support 
and hope. I hope I will never let them down.”



Gathering A t Fish Fry Monday

Embargo Is Topic At 
AAMA Meeting

At the Ag building in Des Arc Monday, the Des 
Arc Chapter of AAMA served fish to about 50 
members and guests Monday this week. They 
served catfish and white Amur. The white amur 
was furnished by Donald DeVore. The fish and 
all the trimmings was cooked by the local 
farmers at the office on Highway 11 North.
The major topic of conversation was the grain 

•embargo by President Carter. The local farm­
ers said, “ We were told by President Carter 
that he would never call for a grain embargo*

In discussing an article in 
the American Agriculture 
News, they quoted Darrel 
Miller of Kansas, who said, 
“ We relay what presidential 
candidate Jimmy Carter 
said at the Iowa State Fair- 
gToi„"\d‘'’ on August 25, ,197ft 
‘It’s not my idea of a fair 
shake to have a one-sided 
market. You know what that 
means. When prices go up, 
the Republicans are the first 
to slap on controls and ex­
port embargoes. Their kind 
of free market means the 
lowest parity level in de­
cades. If I am elected, we 
wilt make sure that our 
support prices are at least 
equal to the cost of produc­
tion. That will not guarantee 
a profit - no real farmer 
wants that - but it will give 
the determined farmer a 
chance to stay in business.’ 
The 1976 Democratic plat­
form on agriculture stated: 
‘Maximum agriculture pro­
duction will be the most 
efficient means of achieving

an adequate food and fiber 
supply and a reasonable 
price stability to the Ameri­
can consumer. Without PA­
RITY income assurance to 
farmers, full production can ] 
not be achieved in an uncer- j 
tain economy-. We must as; | 
sure Parity return to farm- ‘ 
ers based on cost of produc­
tion plus a reasonable pro­
fit.’
The local AAMA spokes­

man said, “ According to the 
Kiplinger Agricultural Let­
ter, thousands of farmers 
will be forced to sell out 
completely, or switch to a 
part-time operation and 
work full time elsewhere. A 
lot of good families are go­
ing to be hurt. But, if you 
are one in 4 or 5 who plays it 
smart and survives the 
shake-out in the tremendous 
changes expected in agricul­
ture, you are going to be in 
the driver’s seat. . . running 
the major food factory for a 
world that grows ever hun­
grier.”

Pryor 
Aide Visits 
Des Arc
Skip Rutherford of Little 

Rock, administrative aide in 
the Arkansas office of Sen­
ator David Pryor, was in 
Prairie County last Thurs­
day to meet with area resi­
dents at the Courthouse in 
Des Arc.
The trip to Prairie County, 

according to Rutherford, is 
a part of Senator Pryor’s 
efforts to bring the services 
of his office to Arkansans 
throughout the state. 
“ Senator Pryor wants to 

hear what people are saying 
and wants to know their 
views on issues,”  Ruther­
ford said.
Rutherford also met sever­

al individuals and groups 
who requested Senator 
Pryor's assistance for help 
with problems concerning 
various federal agencies. He 
said people can contact 
Senator Pryor in Washing­
ton at 404 Russell Senate 
Building, Washington, D.C. 
20510 (telephone: 202-224- 
2353), and in Little Rock at 
3030 Federal Building, 700 
West Capitol, Little Rock 
72201 (telephone: 501-378- 
6336).
Representatives of Pryor’s 

office will be coming to the 
Prairie County area on a 
regular basis to meet with 
the people according to 
Rutherford.
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FISH FRY ~  Visitors at the Des Arc A A M  
meeting tackle fresh fried fish and await an

information program on the American 
Agriculture Movement. (Don Smith Photo)

450 Arkansans Attend Information Meetings
More than 450 persons 

heard information about 
A r k a n s a s  A g r i c u l t u r e  
Movement Association in 
meetings at Des Arc and 
Hazen January 10 and 11.

The meetings were 
sponsored by Des Arc and 
Hazen chapters of A A M , 
with an estimated 300 
persons attending the Des 
Arc meeting and more than 
150 at the Hazen meeting, 
officials reported. ,,

The meetings were parts of 
the current drive for new 
A A M  M EM B E R S  IN  
Arkansas. Reports indicated 
perhaps as many as 50 new 
members were gained in the 
two meetings.

Speakers at the meetings 
included Jim Dupree of 
Weldon, Odis Chapman of 
Scott; DeLoss McKnight and 
Jack Cothran of Wynne. All 
four men are leaders and 
state delegates of Arkansas

A A M . McKnight is national 
secretary of the American 
Agriculture Movement, Inc., 
the national organization.

Theme o f the get- 
acquainted-educational type 
meet i ng s  was
accomplishments of A A M  in 
its brief history. The various 
speakers dealt with current 
aims and accomplishments, 
along with current activities 
at local, state and national 
levels of the Movement.



CROWD LISTENS — Scene at Hazen Friday 
night after a chicken dinner is pictured as

speakers describe the evolution o f A A M  in 
Arkansas. (Don Smith Photo)

Report Soys David Senter Firing Biased
David Senter, Agricultural 

Coordinator for the State of 
Texas and working out o f the 
O ffice o f State-Federal 
R ela tions, W ash ington , 
D .C ., has been fired 
according to a story in the 
January 22 American 
Agriculture News, Iredell, 
TX.

The story claimed Senter 
was threatened by a superior

that he would be unable to 
find future work in D.C. if, 
“ '...he did cause any 
trouble,”  over the firing. 
The quote was not 
attributed.

The A A M  story said there 
was speculation Senter’ s 
support o f fuel-alcohol may 
have caused conflict with the 
state’ s governor, whc 
recently vetoed gasohol 
legislation.

FARM  LEADER -  Jack Cothran, Arkansas A A M  presi­
dent, opens meeting at Des Arc while chapter chairman 
Harvey Sanner o f Des Arc, and Odis Chapman, speaker 
from Scott, listen. (Don Smith Photo)



Secretary Bergland Asks Farmers 
To Help Pay For Mall Damage

Secretary of Agriculture Bob 
Bergland announced Friday, 
March 9, that he is asking 
fanners and their . organiza­
tions to help pay repair costs 
for the extensive dmage to the 
Mall in Washington.

Speaking to reporters on the 
Mall, Bergland said, “ The Mall 
is our Nation’s front yard and 
it should be kept in as good 
condition as farmers keep their 
own front yards. The recent 
damage to the Mall during the 
farmers’ demonstrations re­
flects badly on the image of 
farmers, even though the dam­
age was caused by only a small 
number of farmers.”

“ I have received many 
phone calls and letters from

farmers and farm organiza­
tions saying that they wanted 
to help restore the Mall. I have 
also received contributions 
from the general public want­
ing to help pay the costs of 
repairing the damages,”  Berg­
land said.

The secretary noted that he 
has no authority to solicit 
funds, but that he has confer­
red with the National Park 
Foundation and aeterminea 
that this organization is the 
proper place for contributions 
to be sent.

“ I am making a personal 
contribution to this repair ef­
fort and I hope that all farmers 
and their organizations from 
throughout the United States

will do the same. I think this is 
appropriate and necessary to 
restore the credibility and the 
image of America’s farmers,”  
Secretary Bergland said.

Contributions for repairing 
the Mall will be accepted by 
check or money order sent to; 
The Mall Fimd, National Park 
Foundation, Washington, D.C., 
20240. All contributions are tax 
deductible.

The National Park Founda­
tion, a non-profit organization
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BACK IN BUSINESS: The Des Arc Chapter of the American Agriculture Movement re­
cently moved offices to a new location. Shown above are local supporters of AAM, left to right: C. R. Smith, 
Guyman DeVore, Carl (Butch) Walters, Raymond Ingram, Gary Madar, Harvey Joe Sanner, and O. B. Fields. 
Sanner said. “ The coffee is hot and the American flag is flying every day; we invite you to stop by.’ ’

Accomplishments Cited At Brinkley Meeting This Week

Local AAM Office Moves To New Location
The Des Arc Chapter of 

American Agriculture Move­
ment reactivated their acti­
vities here last week with a 
move of their officfes to new | 
quarters. The offices are now 
located near the west city 
limits next to Bennie Horn’s 
Feed & Seed on Hwy. 11-38 in a 
building owned by Troy Hunt.

Members of the Des Arc 
office attended a state meeting 
in Brinkley Tuesday, Dec. 5, 
where a drawing was held to 
pick a winner of a Chevrolet 
pickup on which chances were 
sold by AAM. The winner was 
Rick Zimmerman of Little 
Rock.

A spokesman for the local

group said the sale of tickets 
on the pickup was very suc­
cessful. “ We raised enough 
money to operate the state 
AAM office for sometime,”  he 
said.

A certificate of “ incorpora­
tion for non-profit organiza­
tions”  status has been approv­
ed by the Secretary of State 
Winston Bryant and the AAM 
has been declared an official 
organization. A membership 
drive will begin sometime af­
ter the first of the year, the 
spokesman said. Temporary 
officers were elected until such 
time as a special election can 
be held.

At the meeting in Brinkley,

Odis Chapman, outspoken 
leader of the state AAM, talked 
about some of the AAM ac­
complishments the past year. 
“ One of the most important,”  
Chapman said, “ was creating 
an awareness among politi­
cians of agricultural problems; 
this was a major' accomplish­
ment in itself.”  Senator Dale 
Bumpers recently spent a day 
on the Chapman farm near ■ 
England, Arkansas, discussing 
these problems with the state 
AAM leader. Senator-elect Da­
vid Pryor, who will take office 
in January, already has an 
aide spending time with AAM 
members in order to become 
more informed of the farmers’

problems.

“Great strides are being 
made toward cooperation with 
existing farm organizations,” 
local members stated. “We 
feel that the more farmers 
become involved with farm- 
supportive organizations the 
more can be accomplished for 
the good of all.”

Everyone, farmers and other 
business people are invited to 
stop by the local AAM offices 
anytime for coffee and conver­
sation. The office at Des Arc is 
open Monday through Satur­
day,



Arkansans in Washington

Farmers' Help in the Snow  
Earns Capital's Gratitude
By TOM HAMBURGER 

Gazette Washington Bureao 
WASHINGTON -  It took a 26- 

inch snowfall last week to turn 
around the American Agriculture 
movement’s public relations prob­
lems at Washington, if only tem­
porarily.

Before the snow, residents were 
growing tired of the farmers, who 
had driven their tractors on the 
Capitol Hill mall, chopped down 
trees and cost the city money. 
They held daily “tractorcades” 
that infuriated Washington motor­
ists.

“Why should we suffer?” a 
W a sh in g to n  P o s t  columnist had 
written before the snow. “The 
people of the Washington area are 
not the ones stopping them from 
making a buck * * * . Farmers, 
go home.”

Monday, after snow had piled 
up in five-foot drifts, all was tem­
porarily forgiven.

The city was paralyzed under a 
blanket of white and the farmers, 
mobile with four-wheel-drive ve­
hicles and tractors, redeemed 
themselves.

Hospitals were short on sup­
plies and staff. The farmers 
picked up doctors and carried 
them to the hospital in their trac­
tors.

Just days earlier, Washington 
policemen were cursing the farm­
ers who now were digging patrol 
cars out of snow banks.

Senator John Warner (Rep., 
Va.), who recited George Wash­
ington’s inaugural address on the 
Senate floor Monday as part of 
the observance of the first presi­
dent’s birthday, was brought to 
the Capitol in an American Agri­
culture tractor.

One farmer, George Hill of 
Okeene, Okla., set out in his trac­
tor for the home of the columnist 
who had told the farmers to go 
home. He found him and took him 
for a ride, talking all the while 
about the farmers and their 
plight.

“He testified for his fellow 
farmers,” the columnist, Richard 
Cohen, wrote. “But the most com­
pelling testimony of all was his 
tractor. No one would ride 1,500 
miles in one if he wasn’t hurting 
pretty badly.”

ciency payihents or any kind of 
handouts,” Sanner said. “ We 
aren’t interested in a subsidy. We 
want to get away from the fed­
eral government.”

★  ★  ★
Representative Bill Alexander 

(Dem., Ark.) and other Arkansans 
have been talking with the 
Chinese about newly expanded 
trade possibilities. There is a 
strong possibility that Alexander 
will in the next few weeks an­
nounce a visit of a Chinese trade 
delegation to Arkansas. The 
group, from the Cereals and Oils 
Corporation of the People’s Re­
public, will tour Arkansas rice 
mills and port facilities if arrang- 
ments can be completed.

If the trip doesn’t occur, Alex­
ander will consider a visit to a 
trade conference at Hong Kong.

★  ★  ★
It was a week for lobbyists at 

Washington. In addition to the 
bankers and the Greater Little 
Rock Chamber of Commerce, 
both arguing for business-oriented 
legislation. Senator David H. 
Pryor (Dem., Ark.), Representa­
tive Ekl Bethune (Rep., Ark.) and 
Alexander had dinner at a Wash­
ington club with oil company ex­
ecutives from Oklahoma.

Alexander was escorting Miss 
Lisa Myers, a reporter for the 
C h ic a g o  S u n -T im e s , to last j 
week’s events.

By rush hour Friday, however, 
Washington commuters again 
were aggravated by the farmers.

Three farmers were arrested 
near the White House as members 
of the American Agriculture 
movement dropped a goat over 
the White House fence and others 
tipped over a combine, stalling 
trajffic for hours.

★  ★  ★
Harvey Joe Sanner, a farmer 

from near Des Arc, insists that 
the movement needed to demon­
strate and Washington and needs 
to continue pressure for major re­
forms in farm policy.

“If we don’t, there is no way 
but down for American agricul­
ture,” he said. “We’re going to 
stay on ’em until the new farm 
bill is written.”

Thursday, Agriculture Secre­
tary Bob S. Bergland repeated the 
administration’s line that has be­
come so infuriating to farmers 
like Sanner.

“The farm program we have 
now is working,” Bergland said. 
“I don’t recommend any change. 
I’m advising my friends [farm­
ers] to cut their spending habits. I 
don’t buy a car when I can’t af­
ford it.”

Sanner said Bergland and the 
press have misrepresented the 
farmers’ cause.

While farmer are asking for 
bigger loans and higher target 
prices, “We don’t like the defi-



D E P A R T M E N T  O F  A G R I C U L T U R E
OFFICE OF TH E SECRETARY 

W ASH ING TON, D.C. 20250

March 13 1979
Mrs. Carolyn Banner 
Route 1, Box 47 
Des Arc, AR 72040

Dear Mrs. Banner:

When I used the word "greedy" on the "Good Morning America" show 
to describe some of the farmers who came to Washington to protest 
administration farm policy, I made it clear that I was talking 
about a small group of the protesting farmers. But my mail leads 
me to think a good many people have been given the impression that 
I said all farmers are greedy.

I'm not only sorry that impression was given, I regret that the 
motivation of so few farmers does an injustice to the vast 
majority, including those who came to Washington. Most of the 
latter came here not because they are greedy, but because, for A
one reason or another, they did not share in the general f^rm 
prosperity of 1978 and are genuinely worried about their economic
future 7"

I have a lot of sympathy for any farmer who is caught in a financial 
squeeze, because I've found myself in that situation many times.
The truth is that I had to work hard in tough years just to hang 
onto my farm in Roseau, Minnesota, and there were times when I was 
scared stiff I couldn't do it.

It's important for you to know that the American Agriculture Movement 
and I do not disagree over the need to save the family farm. Where 
we disagree is over how to do it. And it's an honest difference of 

, opinion. I believe the programs and policies we instituted or
\ — implemented in the last couple of years have put us on the right
* ' track. I think last year's record is evidence olof that. What we

have to do now is maKe these programs and policieswork even better. 
^  That's going to take hard work by the Department of Agriculture. 

"Cfad^it's going ro take patience), understanding, and cooperation by 
farm producers. I hope you'll help.

Bincerely,

BOB BERGLAND \
Becretary

inE tiiu iiu iiu iiu jim jiiim fritii n , H 1 1 1i, 1c11 J jii



. . . Mr. Paarlberg says farmers 
shouldn’ t expect commodity pro­
grams to keep farming profitable. I 
suppose the alternative is not to have 
a profit, which has been the result o f 
most commodity programs. Produc­
tivity, not government programs, has 
produced what profit I ’ ve realized 
from agriculture. Mr. Paarlberg uses 
the term “ we in (Turn to page 7.)

L e t t e r s
(Conlinued from page 3)

agriculture,”  which infuriates me. 1 
am more “ in”  than the policy mak- 
ers, but 1 am the last to be consid­
ered . HARVEY JOE BANNER. Arkansas

Senator Hodges Speaking At AAM Rdfy

Get Into Politics; 
Farmers Are Told

Senator Kaneaster Hodges, 
speaking at the American Agri­
culture Movement Rally held at 
Village Creek Saturday, told 
farmers, “ If you do not get 
involved in politics, you will 
have to get out of farming.”  

Hodges was one of several 
political figures speaking at the 
rally.

Thirty-two hundred people 
attended the rally last Saturday 
and approximately 30 of those 
attending were from the Des 
Arc area.

The temperature was at 100 
degrees but in spite of the hot 
weather all reported an enjoy­
able time  ̂a local AAM spokes­
man said. The barbecue meal 
and trimmings were extremely 
well prepared by a Little Rock 
caterer, the spokesman said.

Local Meeting
The Des Arc office of AAM 

will have a meeting Friday, 
Sept. 1, at 7 p. m., in the W. C. 
Guaranty Savings & Loan com­
munity room at Des Arc and all 
members are urged to attend.

r

Des Arc
Mkansis
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Chapman tells Bumpers that farmers need higher loan rates for soybeans.

Using Food Policy as Weapon Blasted
By GEORGE WELLS 
Of the Gazette Staff 

The free market is a fallacy 
that won’t work because the 
United States uses its food policy 
for a weapon, Odis Chapman of 
Scott, a representative of the 
American Agriculture movement, 
told Senator Dale Bumpers Tues­
day at Little Rock.

About 20 farmers, and as many 
reporters, crowded into Bumpers’ 
office for what the senator called 
“a listening session” with farmers 
from around the state about the 
possible effects on Arkansas agri­
culture of the American grain 
embargo against Russia.

Chapman, Jim Dupree of Wel­
don and others represented the 
American Agriculture movement. 
Several representatives of the Ar­
kansas Farm Bureau also were 
present, including Jack Justus, 
the vice president and executive 
assistant.

'Dramatic Change'
• Dupree was concerned that the 
announcement represented “ a 
dramatic change in United States 
policy” because America had 
never before openly used food as 
a weapon in its foreign policy. 
This meant that the farmer would 
have no protection against the 
whims of politics, Dupree said.

Several farmers expressed 
fears about what would be done 
with the grain that had been in­
tended for Russia. If it is sold on

the open market, it could seri­
ously depress the price of all 
grain products, including rice, 
they said. If it is stored, it will be 
a continuing threat to stable 
prices because “ it might be 
dumped on the market,” as one 
farmer put it.

Chapman suggested that what 
was needed most was to “set our 
loan rates at a reasonable level.” 
Grain that is in storage can be 
used as collateral for government 
loans at a set price. The higher 
the loan price, the more the 
farmer will get for his crop if he 
can sell it before the note is due.

Lacks Facilities
One of the problems with han-

especially in use as feed grains 
for livestock. “Rice is already in 
trouble,” Chapman said, because 
one of the biggest buyers was 
Iran.

Appropriate Action
Bumpers told the group that 

farmers were “entitled to protec­
tion” from such situations as have 
resulted from Iran and Afghani­
stan. He outlined several things 
he thought might be appropriate, 
and later put them in a letter to 
Bergland, including;
★  An immediate increase in the 
loan rate on soybeans from the 
current $4.50 a bushel to some­
thing more near the cost of pro­
duction, which he estimated at

dling the grain that had hppn tji.Q2 a bushel based on Univer- 
meant for Russia, Bumpers told 
them, is that the United States 
lacks facilities to store grain for 
a long time. The longer the grain 
can be stored, the less impact it is 
likely to have on farm prices in 
any on̂  year.

Justus said there were two ba­
sic problems; What to do with the 
grain it can’t sell to Russia and 
what to do about planning this 
year’s crop. “There’s no real, im­
mediate solution. It can’t be 
solved with the swiftness withi 
which it came on us.” |

Most of the grain that would! 
have gone to Russia would have 
been either com or wheat, but the 
impact also affects soybean and 
rice farmers because those grains 
are sometimes interchangeable.

sity of Arkansas research In the 
northern Delta section.
■k Lowering the storage loan 
rates from 10.5 per cent to 7 ner 
c,snt.
★  A policy that would not result 
in the anticipated increased pur­
chases of wheat for the Food for 
Peace program displacing pur­
chases of rice for that program. A 
reduction of about 100,000 metric

tons ot rice for the program from 
last year’s 368,000 metric tons al­
ready is planned.
■k Extending the Economic 
Emergency Loan Program of the 
Farmers Home Administration 
beyond the expiration date of 
May 15.

Support Decision
Most of the farmers at the 

meeting indicated they supported 
President Carter’s embargo deci­
sion but were concerned that 
farmers would wind up bearing 
all, or a disproportionate amount, 
of the burden.

Bumpers also said that sugges­
tions to develop gasohol — a mo­
tor fuel blending alcohol and gas­
oline — and diverting the surplus 
grain crops into that was some­
what misleading. He said the 
country did not have the facilities 
to do much in the short term and 
probably could not absorb more 
than 1 million of the surplus 17 
million metric tons.

Chapman agreed, saying that 
“gasohol is good politics, but it’s 
not worth a dime to me this 
year.”
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Bumpers^ farmers meet
Action to cut losses demanded

ByJOHNMcANULTY
DEMOCRAT STAFF W RITER

About 20 Arkansas farmers Tuesday gave Sen. Dale 
Bumpers, D-Ark., a clear message: Since the United 
States is using food as a weapon in foreign policy, they 
expect Congress to give the farmer specific economic 
considerations to prevent drastic losses.

Bumpers received the message at his Little Rock 
office from members of the American Agriculture 
Movement and the Arkansas Farm Bureau. He termed 
the meeting a “listening and talking” session to find out 
what effects the grain embargo against the Soviet Union 
is having on them. The grain embargo was implemented 
in response to Soviet aggression in Afghanistan.

Bumpers told the group that he will support any 
program “that will keep the farmer from losing” as a 
result of the embargo. He said the embargo is a “fact of 
life,” and that he agrees with President Carter’s 
imposition of it but with ‘considerable reservation” 
because its potentially drastic effect on farmers.

Arkansas farmers are concerned because the 
embargo has curtailed the sale of one million tons of 
soybeans to the Soviet Union. A total of about 17 million 
metric tons of grain will not be shipped to the Soviet 
Union as previous contracts had provided.

Carter has said that the farmers will be paid for the 
grain that was under contract to the Soviets but the grain 
will remain on the market and farmers fear that the 
excess grain will cause prices to fall.

Odis Chapman of Scott, a spokesman for the 
American Agriculture Movement, told Bumpers that 
farmers should not have to bear 100 percent of the brunt 
of foreign policy. The feeling among all of the farmers 
present Tuesday was that Washington will push concerns 
of the farmer under the rug if congressional delegations 
from agricultural states do not fight hard for the 
farmers.

Scott said that, during the embargo and in the 
future, farmers would be helped by an increase in federal 
loans for producing grain.

Bumpers agreed with Scott on the point but said he 
was not sure how much should be set aside to loan the 
farmers. Bumpers had said Jan. 8 that an increase in the 
loan amount is unlikely.

If the excess grain caused by the embargo can not be 
sold to other markets, the farmers will be faced with a 
storage problem.

Bumpers said Tuesday that he would like to see the 
interest rate lowered on Agricultural Stabilization and 
Conservation Service on-farm storage loans. The 
interest rate was raised from 7 to 10 percent last spring. 
A lowering of the rate would ease some of the economic 
strain on the farmers.

Bumpers also told the farmers that he will urge 
Agriculture Secretary Bob Bergland not to substitute 
wheat for rice in the the Food for Peace Program. Under

&

DemoPhoto by Gary Fountain

Odis Chapm an of Scott explains position

There is a question as to which will be done and 
Bumpers said he will work toward seeing that the rice is 
used in the program because rice prices are already 
depressed and the loss of Iran as a market has depressed 
prices even further.

Bumpers said he thinks soybeans should be given a 
target price, as is provided other types of grain. The 
target price tor a 'ype of grain is set by the federal 
government a:id enables farmers to receive the target 
price amount from ihe government if sale prices on the 
market fall below the target price.

Scott told Bumpers that he can speak for most other 
farmers in saying that target prices constitute a 
“welfare program at the expense of our people.”

Jack Justus, vice president and executive assistant 
for the state Farm Bureau, said the bureau has always 
felt it was dangerous to use food as a weapon and that 
now that it’s being done, there appears to be no 
immediate solution to protecting farmers.



Credited With Use Of Rice In School Lunches
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AAMA Members Cite Accomplishments
The Arkansas Agricultural 

Movement Association held its 
regulai; monthly meeting at 
Brinkley Tuesday, March 6, at 
1 p. m. The last state meeting 
was held in Arlington, Va., just 
a few miles from the Capitol in 
Washington, D. C., a spokes­
man said.

There have been Arkansas 
people in Washington, D. C. 
since that time and we heard 
reports from several of them, 
the spokesman said. Progress 
is definitely being made in that 
Arkansas farmers represent­
ing AAMA are meeting with 
people who have a large part in 
determining agricultural poli­
cy, the spokesman said.

Farmers in Washington had 
two informal meetings last

week with Congressman Foley, 
chairman of the House Agricul­
tural Committee. Also, Senator 
Dole, a member of the Senate 
Agriculture Committee, met 
with the Arkansas farmers.

The farmers still in Washing­
ton have talked with Howard 
Hjert, chief economist with 
USDA; Lynn Daft, economic 
adviser, and Dr. J. B. Penn, a 
member of the president’s 
Council of Economic Advisors. 
All of these people are being 
made aware of the importance 
of some emphasis being put on 
producers when agricultural 
policies are formed, they em­
phasized.

It was decided to keep at 
least two people on a rotating 
basis in D. C. One area of 
major concern was the mis­
leading news reports and the 
misquotes of the news medias.

Odis Chapman, well known 
spokesman for the Arkansas 
farmers, has been invited to 
appear on the Channel 7 pro­
gram, Arkansas Issues, Satur­
day, March 10, at 12:30 p. m., 
discussing “ the family farm­
er.”  Local AAM leaders said, 
“ Odis is a very capable and 
dedicated man and this pro­
gram should be enjoyable.”

AAMA GETS RICE 
ON SCHOOL LUNCH MENUS

AAMA has accomplished 
something for the rice produc­
ers this past month that should 
be a big help to farmers, stated 
local AAMA leaders. Rice has 
been approved for use in the 
school lunch program, accor­
ding to Margaret Glaver, head 
of food services division, Wash­
ington, D.C. She said, “ It can 
be served eight times weekly 
in the elementary schools and 
10 times weekly in high schools 
as a bread substitute. AAMA 
earned 100 percent credit for 
this accomplishment.

vote and a voice in this organi­
zation.”

The local AAMA spokesman 
reports that an organizational 
meeting will be held Monday

night, March 12, at the local 
AAMA office in Des Arc and 
they urge all members to make 
it a point to attend this impor­
tant meeting.

The local spokesman said, 
“ This is just one of the things 
you can see AAMA has done 
for agriculture. We are also 
responsible for Senator Pryor 
being on the Senate Agricul­
ture Committee, as well as 
Congressman Beryl Anthony’s 
appointment to the House Ag­
riculture Committee. Both of 
these men are asking questions 
of Secretary Bergland and oth­
er administration people - who 
should be asked.”

Spokesman for the group 
stated, “ It’s obvious we can do 
a lot of good and the more our 
membership grows, the more 
we can accomplish. We will 
continue,”  he added “ our 
continue our membership 
drive,”  he added, “ and we 
want to encourage you to buy a 
membership so you can have a
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Part of large crowd at AAMA Barbecue Supper last Thursday

Approximately 200 persons 
attended the free barbecue 
supper given by the Des Arc 
chapter of American Agricul­
ture Movement Association at 
the elementary school last 
week on Thursday evening.

The large crowd finally 
made their way through the 
line serving free barbecue 
pork, salad, chips, beans, and 
cakej and were then content to 
listen to talks by Representa­
tive Bobby Glover and Odis 
Chapman of Scott, Arkansas.

Rep. Glover spoke briefly on 
several bills that would be 
of concern to the farmer includ­
ing a bill that would require a 
“ true value” assessment of 
land.

Guests were introduced by 
local chapter spokesman, Har­
vey Joe Banner.

Highlight of the evening was 
a talk by AAMA’s spokesman 
from Arkansas, Odis Chapman 
of Scott. It was Chapman’s 
198th appearance before a 
farm group since he started 
with the agricultural move­
ment 18 months ago.

Chapman, who has been to 
Washington, D. C., 11 times, 
recently went to the Capitol 
City td view the damage done 
by the tractorcade that went to 
Washington early this year and 
claimed by some in Washing­
ton to have dealt $2 million 
damage to the capital mall.

Chapman, in his humorous 
and firey way, refuted this 
claim as well as many others. 
He said, “ My estimate of the 
damage to the Mall would be at 
the most, $25,000.”  He told his 
audience pictures of the mall 
and the damages are available 
at the local chapter office. He 
added, “ If any of your will go 
to Washington and see for 
yourself, I will pay your fare 
up there and back, if I am not 
telling you the truth.”  He add­
ed, “ It was not our idea to park 
in the Mall - they herded us in 
there, and kept us in there for 
three weeks.”

The local group expressed 
appreciation to the school 
lunchroom staff who served, 
Bobby Lynn Weatherley, who 
furnished the hog, and to Donr 
aid Guess who barbecued the 
meat at no charge. They also 
gave their appreciation to the 
school administrators for al­
lowing them the use of the



Barbecue Here
facility.

State Meeting
Twenty-five states were re­

presented at the state meeting 
in Little Rock, April 7 and 8, 
with the following count: Ala­
bama, 4; Arkansas 98; Colora­
do 3; Florida 1; Georgia 4; 
Illinois 13; Indiana 2; Iowa 1; 
Kansas 20; Kentucky 1; Louis­
iana 7; Maryland 1; Michigan 
2; Mississippi 10; Missouri 22; 
New Mexico 5;- North Dakota 
2; Ohio 7; Oklahoma 3; South 
Dakota 3; Tennessee 3; Texas 
29; Virginia 2; Wisconsin 1; 
and Wyoming 1.

The farmers proposed a set 
of by-laws and the delegation 
voted tentatively to accept the 
by-laws and proposed dues of 
$200.00 per member.

The local spokesman empha­
sized the proposed dues is 
only tentative and may not be 
accepted by farmers of this 
state.

Representatives of all states 
took the proposed by-laws back 
home to study and will make 
recommendations as to needed 
changes at another national 
meeting May 12 and 13 at such 
place and time as will be 
announced later.

A local spokesman said the 
proposed by-laws are available 
for study at the local office and 
farmers are urged to come by 
the office in Des Arc and have 
some input into decisions that 
will be made about the policies 
and by-laws of the organi­
zation.

Harvey Joe Sanner, local 
representative at the state 
meeting last weekend, said the 
group saw the need to organize 
but it is hoped that many 
farmers will voice their opin­
ions about important issues 
that concern all farmers.

Bumpers To 
Meet With 
Area Farmers

A meeting of importance to 
local farmers is announced this 
week by Harvey Joe Sanner, 
spokesman for the Des Arc 
Chapter, American Agricul­
ture Movement. The meeting 
will be held at the Brinkley 
school auditorium Tuesday, 
Jan. 9, beginning at 4:30 p. m.

Guest speakers for the meet­
ing will be U. S. Senator Dale 

' Bumpers and Alvin Jenkins of 
Colorado, early promoter of 
the AA movement. The two 
men will discuss AAM ac­
complishments the past year.

Sanner stated, “ All farmers 
are urged to attend this impor­
tant meeting whether or not 
you are affiliated with the 
AAM. We invite farmers to 
stop by the local office for 
information.”

The local AAM group will 
leave Des Arc for Brinkley at 
3:30 p. m. and invite others to 
accompany them.

THE AMERICAN AGRICUL­
TURE MOVEMENT office at 
Des Arc is temporarily closed 
a spokesman said this week. 
Office headquarters the 
old American Station at 10th 
and Main, has been purchas­
ed by Ronnie Rollins, the 
spokesman said, and would 
be remodeled. The AAM of­
fice will move back into the 
location after remodeleing 
which will take several 
weeks, they added.

WILL FELAND, Senator Da­
vid Pryor’s agricultural aide 
in Washington, met with the 
Des Arc Chapter American 
Agriculture Movement Asso­
ciation board of directors for 
breakfast here last Thursday 
morning at Langley’s restau­
rant. The purpose of his visit 
was to “ keep in touch”  with 
the local AAMA group and to 
give them an opportunity to 
give their views on upcoming 
legislation that will effect 
farmers. Members of the 
Des Arc AAMA board are 
Harvey Joe Sanner, Jimmy 
Flanagan, Jimmy Holloway, 
V. 0. Calhoun, Jr., Jimmy 
Pugh, Donald DeVore, and 
Jimm\

Harvey Joe Sanner was 
heard to say this week that he 
would not shave his beard off 
until it rained. Please pray for 
rain.

Odis Chapman speaks



AAM News & Views
The American Agriculture 

Movement recognizes that 
all working people of this 
country are suffering. We 
suffer from high interest 
rates and spiraling inflation 
figures that lower our stan­
dard of living. The open 
door import policy and con­
trolled exports have stolen 
millions of jobs of hard

working American people. 
We have been subjected to 
having taxpayers made into 
tax recipients.
Agriculture is the largest 

industry in American and 
consumes 40 percent of all 
the industrial output of our 
country. Agriculture em­
ploys over 20 million people 
directly and indirectly. The 
impact of the destruction of 
farming industry by produc­
ing at prices less than the 
cost of production has pre­
vented farmers from being 
able to retool. It is destroy­
ing rural communities and 
forcing thousands into the 
job markets to compete for 
a limited number of jobs. 
The National Delegates, by 

unanimous vote, adopted 
the following resolution; 
WHEREAS, National 

USDA Administrators have 
ignored the political inter­
ests of independent family 
farmers, and
WHEREAS, Southern gov­

ernors through the Southern 
Growth Policy Board have 
been unable to respond to 
the known emergencies, and 
WHEREAS, the corporate 

sector, the independent 
trade sector, and the major 
food processors have denied 
independent farma-s’ needs 
for assistance in achieving 
parity price.
THEREFORE, BE IT RE­

SOLVED that the American 
Agriculture Movement call 
on leaders of AFL-CIO, 
Teamsters, United Mine

TTAMir

also covered taxes, lobby­
ing, farm women's survey: 
and lunch sessions with 
choices such as exports, 
marketing, transportation, 
and anergy. By far the 
most interest was generated 
during floor questions at the 
legislative session in which 
J.B. Penn of the Economics 
and Statistics service, was 
the speaker.
The most pressing ques­

tions pertained to USDA’s 
shift in police FROM favor­
ing producer interests to 
favoring non-producer inter­
ests. Trade negotiations 
also drew a lot of,interest. 
The question was why our 
trade negotiators weren’t 
doing a better job, and why 
didn’t they focus on better 
prices rather than just 
stressing quantity. The an- 
swere were generally eva­
sive of the issues, but never 
the less, a great deal of 
information was made 
available on the actual pro­
cess of passing agricultural 
legislation.
The regulations session de­

tailed the process of the life 
of USDA regulations and in­
formed how we, as pro­
ducers, could have input on 
these regulations. We were 
encouraged to attempt to 
shift chemical regulations 
toward application, rather 
than total banning.
In a roundtable discussion 

the last afternoon, Howard 
Hjort - USDA, Don Crabill- 
0MB, and Suzanne Early - 
II.SDA. answered a varietv
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Howard Hjort Wins His Own Prize

While in Washington recently, the word was afloat that Howard Hjort over at 
U SD A  had given himself a $17,000 prize. Sure enough, at home one reads in the 
public prints that Hjort had won $20,000 for shifting U S D A  policy from being pro­
ducer oriented to being customer oriented. Normally these little boondoggles go un­
noticed. But American Agriculture Movement has a Washington office, and the peo­
ple at A A M  really know what’s going on.

The business of Carter’s top agriculture economic advisor determining who has to 
get the prize, then in effect naming himself, is tawdry enough. Even worse is the mat­
ter of casting in cement what has been apparent for many years. Obviously the farmer 
is without a voice in the very department that is supposed to look out for his welfare. 
Even without this observation in blunt English, the statistics say as much. Even a 
decade ago farm production and marketing got 50 cents of every dollar spent by 
U SD A . Today the figure is 28 cents.

In the public prints Bergland comes off as embarrassed because of the “ error” that 
went out over his signature.

Actually the scene was rather high powered. It was during a recent White House 
ceremony that Hjort was honored for distinguished and meritorious service. Almost 
immediately several farm groups, the National Association of Wheat Growers and 
A A M  included, jumped all over Bergland. And Bergland came forth with the “this is 
a mistake” routine. Unnoticed amid all the shouting was the fact that the $20,000 
stayed right where Hjort put it— in his own p o c k e t . ____________________________

Reagan on Wed., Oct. 29, 
when Reagan was on a final 
campaign week visit in Tex­
as. Marvin was very 
pleased with the meeting 
and stated in a press release 
that Reagan was in com­
plete agreement with a let­
ter sent to 170,000 Texas 
farmers and ranchers.
The letter complained of 

Carter Administration poli­
cies toward agriculture and 
was sent out by Marvin and 
other agriculture leaders. 
Marvin also stated that Rea­
gan committed himself to 
appointing a secretary of 
agriculture who will re­
direct the USDA!! I... “ from 
Jimmy Carter’s strict con­
sumer orientation toward 
the goal of production and

along with AFL-CIO, New 
York Stock Exchange, con­

sumers, environmentalists, 
and now FARMERS!



DES ARC FARMERS IN WASHINGTON—Farmers are still in evidence in the nation’s capitol. 
Two Des Arc farmers, Harvey Joe Sanner and Jim Pugh, members of the American Ariculture 
Movement met last week with 2nd District Congressman Ed Bethune. Many of the tractors 
have been removed from the Mall area near the Capitol but the farmers are still in Washington 
to lobby for higher price supports.

Barbecue, Jimmy Driftwood, Along With PoBticians Expected

AAM Rally At V illage Creek Saturday
Barbecue, Jimmy Driftwood, 

and politics will be at Village 
Creek State Park (between For­
rest City and Wynne) on Satur­
day, August 26, beginning at 
12:00 noon.

Sponsored by the 27 regional 
state offices of the Arkansas 
American Agriculture Move­
ment, the farm rally is open to 
all farmers, ranchers, interest­
ed people and their families.

Guest speakers attending the 
rally include Berle Anthony, Ed 
Bethune, John Black, Doug 
Brandon, Attorney General Bill 
Clinton, Sen. Kaneaster Hod­
ges, Tom Kelly, Governor David 
Pryor, Congressman Jim Guy 
Tucker and Congressman Ray 
Thornton.

“ This rally will give each 
state official an opportunity to 
address himself to the farmer

and the problems of agricul­
ture,”  stated Ken Mitchell, di­
rector of the Arkansas Ameri­
can Agriculture Movement. 
“ And it will give the farmers an 
opportunity to meet the differ­
ent leaders in our state govern- 
mait and voice their (the farm­
er) positions,”  he added.

The Arkansas American Ag­
riculture Movement is head­
quartered in McGehee.

This rally will be held out­
doors, therefore, you are asked 
to brings pillows, blankets, 
lawn chairs, and other items to 
be comfortable.

A spokesman for the local 
chapter referred to the county 
fair activities Saturday and 
said, “ You can attend this 
event and be back in time for 
the Saturday night rodeo and 
queen contest.”
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Des Arc AAMA 
Elects Directors

i l i i

An organizational meeting of 
the Des Arc Chapter of the 
American Agriculture Move­
ment Association was held 
Monday, March 12.

A Board of seven directors 
was elected using the same 
geographic zones as used by 
the Des Arc Division of Rice- 
land Foods.

The new Board is composed 
of the following persons: Dis­
trict 1, Donald DeVore and Jim 
Pugh; District 2, Harvey Ban­
ner and Jimmy Flanagan; Dis­
trict 3, Jimmy Holloway and 
Jimmy Tate; and at large 
member, V. O. Calhoun, Jr.

Other business discussed in­
cluded a financial report given 
by Jimmy Holloway and the 
State AAMA plan to keep two 
farmers in Washington, D. C. 
alt year on a one-week rotating 
basis.

The state office will be send­
ing Harvey Sanner and Jim 
Pugh for the week beginning 
March 19.

A special recognition goes 
out to Mrs. Sally DeVore for 
her attendance at the meeting 
and for her contribution to the 
organization.

Bobby Lynn Weatherley has 
volunteered a hog and a tenta­
tive date of March 30 was set 
for a barbeque for members, 
associate members, and their 
families.

The meeting closed with a 
slide presentation by Chip Cal­
houn of the recent Tractorcade 
to Washington.

Anyone with facts or ques­
tions that need to be mentioned 
in Washington should contact 
the Des Arc AAMA office by 
this weekend
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Report On AAM Delegates 
To Washington Meeting
Harvey Joe Banner of Des 

Arc, an alternate delegate 
with the American Agricul­
ture Movement, was in 
Washington, D. C. Feb. 2 to 
Feb. 6 for the delegate 
meeting, and he gives the 
following report on the trip; 
Two other Arkansas AAM  

delegates attending were 
Jack Cothran, Arkansas 
president; DeLoss Mc- 
Knight, a natiqi^ delegate.

(Quote) ‘
Monday morning, Feb. 2, i 
we were addressed by Se­

cretary of Agriculture John 
Block, who was received 
very well by the delegates. 
He said he ^dn ’t have any­
thing specific to tell us since 
they were stiU trying to staff 
the department and weren’t 
working on policy matters 
yet.
He did tell us the primary 

goal of his department 
would be to get some profit 
back in agriculture. Infla­
tion and government spend­
ing are two of the main 
obstacles we face. Secretary 
Block said. He said budget 
cuts across the board were 
going to affect every depart- 
moit but he thought U ^ A ’s 
share of these cuts could be 
made in areas that would 
not harm producers.
* Block drew applause when 
he stated he Adn’t think 
FHA should be building gdf 
courses and raquet ball 
courts. He thinks several 

! programs in USDA need to 
I be re-evaluated.

Secretary Block was asked 
' by a Nebraska com farmer 

to extend the deadline « i  
some reserve grain that was 
due to be called this week 
when prices are depressed. 
He said, “ I ’ll look into it.’’

‘ The next day a 30-day exten­
sion was applied to this 
grain. This is just one in­
stance of how a secretary of 
agriculture can help pro- 

I ducers. It’s something to 
which we are not accus­
tomed.

I The secretary thanked 
American Agriculture 
Movement for its work in

made (it is expected within 
the next week).
The Arkansas delegates 

met wiQi both Senators,. 
Bumpers and Pryor, iwhile 
we were in Washington. We 
also visited with three of our' 
four Congressmen, and an 
aide of the fourth. It ap­
pears that Prairie County is 
going to have a new con­
gressman. The Congression­
al Districts are going to be 
re-apporti«ied and it is very 
likely we will lose Ed Be- 
thune and be placed in Con­
gressman Bill Alexan­
der’s district. Alexander 
thinks Prairie, Aikansas 
and Cleburne Counties will 
IHobably be the three need­
ed to give him the popula­
tion needed. Congressman 
Hammo^chmidt told us he 
had to give up 61,000 people. 
You can see how the popula­
tion is shifting in Arkansas 
from the farming-agricul­
ture to urban areas. What­
ever the outctxne of the 
re-districting, we in AAM  
can have a working relation­
ship with either Ed Bethune 
or Bill Alexander. Mr. Alex­
ander acknowledges the fact 
that past farm legislation 
has not worked in ^ a l f  of 
the [H'oducers. He has pledg­
ed to support producer in­
terest in any upcoming farm 
legislation. B ^ u n e ’s aide, 
Jerry Gimo*, is very know­
ledgeable about agricultural 
legislation and how the sys­
tem works. Jerry Climer" 
spent several years in 
USDA before coming 
to_ work for (ingress- 
mail Bethune. He has been 
very helpful in the past and. 
we hope to work with Jerry, 
no matter whose district he 
might be in.
.We had nothing but good 
positive cbmments about 
our AAM building to be con- 
s t ^ t ^  at Des Arc, Senator 
Bumpers as well as Con­
gressman Alexander and 
Bethune said they would 
like to visit Des Arc when 
we get our building complet­
ed. As we progress with out 
building, we are to keep 
them posted so they can

- v«r/>«4r a  m r io lf

at Conway. All said they 
would program them right 
away. Channd II thought 
they would be aired b<^in- 
ning this Thursday and 
played several times a day. 
Again, if you don’t see it, 
call and ask or if you do call 
and express your apprecia- 
ti(Hi.

What we have going on for 
us rigid now is something 
vital, not only to agriculture 
but toe nation as a whole; 
farmers finally speaking for 
themselves. Any economist 
will tell you that agriculture 
is the backbone of every 
ecoiUHny and we have stood 
by and let the production 
side of agriculture go with­
out representation too long.
It is very apparent that if 
we are to have representa­
tion, we are going to have to 
do it ourselves. If we don’t 
have input in the 1981 Farm ' 
Bill, we can expect the same 
type legislation we’ve lived 
under these past four years 
with every segment shoving 
a profit except the producer. 
We have several farmers on 
the verge of bankruptcy who 
three years ago never 
dreamed they would be 
where they are today. Hie  
drought just quickened the 
pace three years of low 
prices had started.
Any farmer who is not 

feeling the pinch is most 
fortunate; but eventually 
even the most stable will be 
affected. No one in farming 
today is receiving a fair r ^  
turn on their investment 
and when this ha j^ns, you 
don’t purchase goods and 
services from the local mer­
chants as you would if agri­
culture was healthy. We all 
benefit from a healthy ' 
agriculture, especially in a 
rural community like Des 
Arc. One thing most farm­
ers have in common: when 
we make money, we spend 
it, and every time a farm 
dollar is injected into toe 
local economy, it turns over 
seven times. Just think what 
that means in revenue in 
sales tax abne. If agricul­
ture v/as where it should be.



Prepared By AAMA Group

Fanners, PoBtidans In Numbers At
This past Thursday our 

office prepared fish for Ri­
verside Chemical. The 
meal was furnished by 
B.A.S.F., manufacturers of 
Basagran and Basalin her­
bicide. We had over 100 
{jeople in attendance. Any 
AAM member who was not 
contacted just could not be 
reached by phone because 
we called every member.
The only group who num­

bered close to farmers pres­
ent, were politicians. We 
had several there and these 
informal meetings provide 
an excellent opportunity for 
interested citizens to meet 
and question the candidates 
as well as learn about the 
newest chemicals. These

fish fries also provide in­
come for our local office.
This past Friday morning, 

three AAM members were 
invited to Cabot by the Ki- 
wanis Club to a breakfast 
meeting where Odis Chap­
man was guest speaker. One 
bit of information Odis had 
that should be of interest to 
local businessmen as well as 
farmers was that Prudential 
Insurance Co. has bought 
forty-two 8640 John Deere 
tractors. These tractors 
didnJt come from a local 
dealer, they were bought at 
the factory.

One other thing we learned 
is that U.S.D.A. is going to 
manage a communal farm

in Alabama for Prudential. 
Prudential bought the land 
and equipment and will get 
a guaranteed return with 
U.S.D.A. providing manage­
ment.’  It makes you wonder 
how Bob Bergland’s depart­
ment can manage a farm 
for someone else and guar­
antee a profit when he went 
broke on his own land. Of 
course if you are operating 
on an unlimited supply of 
our tax dollars, it gives you 
an edge.
Jo Ann Pryor, Farm Edi­

tor for the Arkansas Demo­
crat, called to get informa­
tion about our requesting 
refunds of the soybean tax. 
This past Saturday’s Demo­
crat had her story with

comments by two Des Arc 
AAM farmers and spokes­
men from the American 
Soybean Association and the 
Arkansas Farm Bureau.
ASA and “ Farm”  Bureau 

are still up to their old tricks 
of clouding the issues with 
statements like “ guaran­
teed income”  in regard to a 
cost of production loan rate. 
You don’t have income with­
out production; we still have 
drought, floods, insects, 
hail, farm organizations 
gone astray, and many 
other things to contend with 
before we realize any profit.

A higher loan rate would 
merely be a tool that farm­
ers could use in trying to get

a fair price for their com­
modities. As for the govern­
ment involvement in agri­
culture that “ Farm ’ ’ 
Bureau says they don’t 
want, well, no one does, but 
you can rest assured the 
government is involved and 
will continue to be.
Lynn Daft, presidential ad­

visor, told U.S. A.A.M. 
farmers this spring that 
food production was too im­
portant to be left up to 
farmers or Congress and 
that whatever steps govern­
ment needed to take to in­
sure a stable supply, they 
would take. He also said to 
look for market interrup­
tions from time to time 
because food would be used
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In the Democrat article, 
ASA and “ Farm”  Bureau 
spokesmen both agreed with 
Bob Bergland as to why loan 
rates shouldn’t be raised. 
This is understandable since 
none of these three have any 
soybeans.
The simple truth is agri­

culture is in trouble and 
U.S.D.A., the ASA, nor 
“ Farm”  Bureau are offer­
ing any solutions to the 
problem.
A.A.M. is carrying the load

Riverside Fish Fry
in foreign policy as a 
weapon if needed. We have 
proof of this with the recent 
U.S.S.R. embargo.
So, it’s obvious we have 

government involvement, so 
why not let it be in support 
of the producers. As far as 
a higher loan rate on soy­
beans encouraging foreign 
production, how could this 
be when we produce for less 
than anyone else?

and it’s hard enough without 
help from these organiza­
tions. It is sure enough 
tough when they directly 
oppose any effort we make 
to solve problems.
History proves their past 

policies aren’t working and 
need changing, but it’s go­
ing to take farmer involve­
ment before these organiza­
tions start speaking FOR 
farmers. We urge you to 
become involved; hopefully

with A.A.M., but if you 
can’t, get with one of the 
other organizations. If we 
stay silent as we have in the 
past, you can see who does 
the talking for us and who 
suffers the consequences. 

A.A.M.A. Spokesman 
Local A.A.M.A. Office 

To “ BETTER LATE THAN 
NEVER”  in last week’s 
JOURNAL: Thanks, we
needed that!

A.A.M.A.



Grain farmers fear cutoff
WICHITA, Kan. (A P ) — Grain farmers in 

America’s heartland, who have been recovering 
financially with new export markets and higher prices, 
say President Carter’s grain sale cutoff to Russia may 
pull the rug out from under them.

And some said they fear a substantial drop in prices 
when U.S. grain markets'open for business on Monday.

Carter’s decision to withhold 17 million tons of grain 
ordered by the Soviet Union ‘‘is almost certainly going to 
lower grain prices,” Dave Wilson, who farms 1,600 acres 
of eastern Kansas land, said.

“ 'fhat means the grain I ’m holding won’t be worth 
as much Monday as it was on Friday,” he said. ‘‘And at a 
time when our storage and interests costs are 
skyrocketing, lower prices will mean I’ll have less 
income.”

In a nationally televised address Friday night. 
Carter said he would raise the grain reserve so the wheat 
he is withholding from the Soviet Union will not be a glut 
on the domestic market. But farmers are skeptical.

‘‘That doesn’t mean any more income,” said Wilson, 
who has 80 percent of last summer’s com, wheat and 
soybean crop still in storage. ‘‘It won’t help my cash-flow 
situation, that’s for sure.”

Until Carter’s announcement, most farm officials 
were predicting higher grain prices for the early part of 
1980. Record harvests, record exports and the highest 
prices in several years had lulled farmers into 
anticipating still higher prices for their grain.

‘‘It’s going to stop the rally we had going,” said 
Galen Harper, whose family farms more than 1,000 acres 
of wheat in Scott County of western Kansas.

‘‘I hadn’t sold any of my wheat crop from last 
summer,” he said. ‘‘We thought that if a guy held his 
grain long enough, the market price would rise in 
February or March to a point where we could at least 
break even.

‘‘That doesn’t look too likely now.”
The administration’s decision to curtail grain 

shipments to Moscow was in reprisal for the ^viet  
military intervention in Afghanistan. But to farmers in 
Middle America, thousands of miles from the fighting, 
the sacrifice Carter is asking seems pretty steep.

Carter said he would take action to make loans 
available to farmers hit hard by the effects of any grain 
embargo.

Farmers said the administration’s action would put 
an abrupt halt to their rebound toward solvency.

Bergland pledges farm aid
WASHINGTON (AP ) — Agriculture Secretary Bob 

Bergland, conceding President Carter could be hurt 
politically, promised Saturday the government will 
offset losses to farmers from the curtailment of grain 
sales to the Soviet Union.

But Bergland said despite the federal effort, he 
could not guarantee that grain prices would not drop 
because of the partial embargo. Some agriculture 
leaders expressed skepticism that the government could 
make up for the losses.

At a news briefing Saturday, the Agriculture 
Department conceded that without separate government 
action, the suspension of 17 million tons of grain 
shipments to the Soviets — primarily corn and wheat — 
would cost American farmers $3 billion in income this 
year.

But Bergland outlined a combination of government 
wheat purchases and an expansion of the reserve corn 
storage program to divert the grain which was to have 
been shipped to the Soviet Union under a program agreetl 
to last year.

In nationally broadcast address Friday night. 
Carter announced the halt to roughly two-thirds of the 
grain destined for shipment to Russia as part of his

response to the Soviet military intervention in 
Afghanistan.

The Agricluture Department officials said they are 
confident the grain embargo would put significant 
pressure on the Soviet Union, which has banked on the 
American shipments to make up for a dismal grain 
harvest.

Bergland said the leaders of Canada and Australia 
have given ‘‘firm support” for the action and would not 
make up for the loss of American grain. He said 
representatives from grain exporting countries would 
meet in Washington late this week.

‘‘There are farm leaders who have endorsed the 
president’s action on the ground that it was the right 
thing to do,” Bergland said. ‘‘There are others who will 
do anything for a dollar and have said so.”

Bergland conceded that the action could harm 
Carter politically, especially in farm states such as Iowa 
where he faces a crucial test in the state’s Democratic 
caucuses scheduled for Jan. 21.

To soften the impact on farmers, Bergland said, the 
government would purchase the 4 million tons of wheat 
which would have gone to the Soviets and to use it to feed 
needy families around the world.

S i
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Des Arc AAM Learn Reasons For Controversy In Oklahoma
Delegates from the Des Arc 

Chapter of American Agricul­
ture Movement attended a 
state meeting in Brinkley May 
2.

At the meeting, the group 
was informed of the reason for 
the controversy in Oklahoma 
City at the national meeting of 
the AAM last week.

A Des Arc spokesman said, 
“ It seems that there are certain 
elements in AAM that are 
concerned with political econo­
mic theories and the saving of 
the world rather than focusing 
their efforts on agricultural 
problems. They have had quite 
a voice in this movement but 
their support is diminishing as 
more people are made aware of 
their goals. They definitely do 
not represent the grass roots 
farmer. This group made some 
decisions after the meetings 
ended that received a lot of 
press.

“ Actually all that happened

was that Randy Marble was 
removed from one committee 
he had served on. Benny Fra- 
tesi had another delegate plac­
ed on one of his committees. 
Both men are still actively 
working for agriculture and 

, passage of some sensible and 
fair legislation such as Senate 
Bill 2626.

“ Work is going on every day 
for S2626, not only in W.D.C., 
but in several states across the 
nation.

“ The Bill was scheduled for 
Senate Ag hearing May 2, 3 and 
4 but a postponement has it set 
for May 23, 24 and 25. Senator 
Hodges’ office is mailing out 
thousands of copies of the Bill. 
They have been sent to ASCS 
offices in several states and to 
every agricultural college in 
the nation. These people were 
asked to evaluate the Bill and 
feed back is being received in 
Hodges’ office.

“ So far, it has been extreme­
ly favorable. Senator Hodges is

speaking in several states on 
the Bill and has been warmly 
received in all of them and no 
doubt gaining valuable support.

“ S2626 has 15 senators on it as 
co-sponsors now, several of 
which are are on the Senate Ag 
Committee.

“ So, you see, even with some 
controversy in the Movement, 
there is a lot being accomplish­
ed because we have some sin­
cere and dedicated people 
working for the good of agricul­
ture and America.”

“ We will be in communica­
tion with W.D.C. through our 
state office and any new devel­
opments will be made known to 
us.

“ Our 10 cents per acre pro­
gram was not completed at this 
meeting as had been planned. 
So many of us have been busy. 
It was decided to give these 
offices more time. We hope to 
have these acres completed by 
our next state meeting which is 
Tuesday, June 1.

“ We felt that Des Arc farm­
ers have been very supportive 
and feel this support will con­
tinue to grow.

“ We will have a business 
meeting at the local office 
Thursday, May 4, at 8 p. m. All 
are urged to attend: we will 
total our acres and see just 
where we stand.”

AAM



state AAMA Group Met June 7
The monthly meeting of the 

Arkansas Agriculture Move­
ment Association was held 
Saturday, June 7, at 5:00 
p.m. in the meeting room of 
the Flames Restaurant in 
Brinkley.
There has been a lot hap­

pening in Washington, D. C., 
concern ing agricu ltu re . 
Through the efforts of the 
AAMA, more people are be­
ing made aware of the prob­
lems facing us. Even Con­
gressman Bill Alexander 
wrote Secretary of Agricul­
ture Bob Bergland, concern­
ing testimony Marvin Meek 
had present^ to the House 
A gricu ltu re  Com m ittee. 
This was surprising since 
Alexander has been every­
thing but helpful to the 
AAMA and our efforts, but 
we do thank him for his 
concern.
Nothing definite was de­

cided, but there was discus­
sion as what we can do 
about farm prices. We are 
NOT going to sit on our 
hands and go broke without 
some kind of effort! To try 
and fail is honorable; To fail 
without trying is shameful!

Local AAMA Office 
By Harvey Joe Sanner 

Spokesman

National News
Although the prices that 

farmers are getting for their 
grain at present are as low 
in purchasing power as any 
ever seen in the United 
States, farmers are advised 
not to panic and sell either 
remaining old-crop or new- 
crop grain too cheap. AAM 
has been advised by Consul­
tant Robert G. Lewis, for­
merly chief economist of the 
Farmers Union and a spe­
cialist in commodity and 
trade programs, that there 
is a fair chance for stronger 
grain prices before 1980 
ends.
“ The present low grain 

prices in the United States 
are unrealistic,”  Lewis said. 
“ They do not reflect accur­
ately the true world supply 
and demand situation, nor 
the marginal cost of pro­
ducing grain in the world. 
Instead, present grain 
prices within the United 
States and in world trade 
are the result of anomalous 
political policies of the pres­
ent United States govern­
ment, and there is a sub­

stantial chance that the 
policy might be over­
whelmed fa irly  soon by 
forces beyond its control.”

“ World Market”  is Rigged
Lewis said government 

policies rather than the 
forces of supply and de­
mand are the primary de­
terminers of grain prices in 
the world economy. “ About 
80 percent of the total mar­
ket for wheat and feed 
grains is in countries that 
pay their own farmers 
prices much higher than the 
‘world trading price’ for all 
the grain they can produce, 
up to 10 times as high for 
wheat and 4^  ̂ times as high 
for com as the prices re­
ceived by American farm­
ers. These countries use 
protective tariffs and other 
devices to keep American 
grain out of their markets 
until their own farmers’ en­
tire crops are absorbed, and 
then they add-on levies or 
simply skim-off huge profits 
on any imported grain they 
buy to raise its cost to their 
own higher farm ers’ 
prices,”  he pointed out. 
“ One result is that all of 

the world’s surplus of grain 
each year is concentrated in 
a few exporting countries, 
including the U.S.,”  Lewis 
said. “ These countries -  
the U.S., Canada, Brazil, 
Austrailia, Argentina, South 
Africa, and Thailand pro­
duced 35 percent of the 
world’s total grain last year, 
but consumed only 19 per­
cent of the world’s total 
use within their own bor­
ders. This huge over-sup- 
ply, concentrated in a small 
part of the total world mar­
ket, creates artificially-low 
prices for the farmers in 
these exporting countries,”  
he said. “ Because the im­
porting countries raise the 
cost of imported grain to 
their own consumers as high 
or higher than their domes­
tic prices by import duties 
or profit mark-ups, Ameri­
can and other exporting 
country farmers have no 
opportunity to sell at the 
prices most of the world’s 
consumers are accustomed 
to paying for grain.

U.S. Turns Back 
On Farmers

Lewis said the U.S. govern­
ment formerly sought to de­
fend its farmers against the

consequences of other coun­
tries’ trade discrimination 
against them, but no longer 
does so.
“ The highest trade bar­

riers in the world are those 
that are raised against 
American farmers,”  Lewis 
said. “ They run as high as 
100 percent and more of the 
price that American farm­
ers receive. Last week the 
European community levied 
a tax of $3.21 per bushel on 
wheat and $3.25 per bushel 
on corn from the United 
States to raise its cost to 
European users to the Euro­
pean prices of $8.35 per 
bushel of wheat and $6.76 
per bushel of com. The pro­
fits skimmed-off by the Jap­
anese Government’s Food 
Agency are even larger. 
“ Yet in the recently-con­

cluded trade negotiations, 
there was no reduction in 
these tariffs against Ameri­
can farmers. In contrast, 
American manufacturers 
won a reduction in the al- 
ready-low duties against 
their goods of about 8 per­
cent to only 4 or 5 percent,”  
Lewis said.

“ Moreover,”  Lewis con­
tinued, “ The Carter and 
Nixon-Ford Administrations 
have refused to protect 
American farmers from the 
artificially-low prices im­
posed on them by the econo­
mic discrimination of the 
importing countries. By 
sharply cutting the real lev­
el of price supports, prices 
American farmers receive 
have been forced down in 
purchasing power to the le­
vels of 1932, lowest in his­
tory. Thus, the U. S. gov­
ernment takes advantage of 
the way the world grain 
economy is rigged against 
American farmers to make 
its own farmer-citizens the 
victims of other countries’ 
profiteering and the main 
scapegoats for U. S. infla­
tion.

World Grain 
Shortage possible

“ The ‘cheap food’ policy is 
an extremely high-risk poli­
cy, and the fundamental 
situation is set-up for a 
worse world food shortage 
than was experienced in the 
1970’s,”  Lewis declared. 
“ Present world reserves of 

grain in excess of minimum

‘pipeline’ stocks are barely 
one-half as large in relation 
to world consumption as 
they were at this time dur­
ing 1972, when the Soviet 
Union’s crop failure plunged 
the world into several years 
of food shortages.”
“ The U. S. Department of 

Agriculture’s latest projec­
tions issued this month show 
that an even tighter reserve 
stocks situation is likely by 
this time in 1981. Both the 
present and projected re­
serves are far smaller than 
ever experienced during the 
1950’s and 1960’s, At most, 
there is only one to two 
weeks’ grain supply in re­
serve above the minimum 
‘pipeline’ stocks to which 
world supplies were reduced 
in 1974.”
“ In this fundamentally ex­

tremely tight supply situa­
tion,”  Lewis said, “ any ser­
ious weather scare is likely 
to touch-off a boom in grain 
prices. And so far this year, 
the world’s weather pro­
vides plenty of potential 
scares.”

Higher Demand Or 
Politics May Help, Too

Lewis said that even if the 
weather is favorable and 
yields are normal this year, 
there is a potential for 
stronger prices before the 
end of 1980.
“ One thing that could boost 

grain prices even if crops 
worldwide are normal, 
would be a recovery in the 
economies of importing 
countries. Hard times and 
high unemployment have 
slowed down the growth of 
demand in importing coun­
tries for American farm 
products. Even a modest 
up-turn in jobs and incomes 
around the world would 
shave present grain supplies 
to the tight conditions of 
1973-74-75 and strengthen 
prices,”  Lewis said.
“ Above all, 1980 is an elec­
tion year,”  Lewis observed. 
“ If President Carter is a 
candidate for re-election, it 
is probable that the Admin­
istration will take action 
shortly before the election to 
strengthen farm prices, ei­
ther in conjunction with 
moves in Congress to legis­
late higher minimum loan



From Local Office

The regular monthly meet­
ing of the Arkansas Agricul­
ture Movement Association 
was held Saturday, April 5 
at 1:00 p.m. at the Flames 
Restaurant in Brinkley.
A repwrt was given by Jack 

Cothran, State AAMA Presi­
dent, about the recent agri­
cultural banker fly-in. This 
was a meeting arranged by 
the National AAM office so 
that some of the governmen­
tal policymakers could hear 
from the rural bankers as to 
the effects of the adminis­
tration, agricultural, and 
monetary policies on rural 
communities. The bankers, 
along with AAM farmers, 
met with Bob Bergland and 
Howard Hjort of U.S.D.A. 
Jack Cothran and Deloss 

McKnight, who is the na­
tional AAM secretary, were 
two of the Arkansas farmers 
that accompanied the Ar­
kansas bankers. They were 
both very impressed with 
the testimony presented by 
Fred Denton, a banker from 
McGehee. We certainly 
appreciate Fred and the 
other bankers for telling 
these people of the serious­
ness of the economic situa­
tion, not just from a farm­
er’s standpoint, but from the 
whole community.
The group also met with 

the White House economic 
advisors and officials of the 
Federal Reserve System.
A Federal Reserve System 

official drew laughs when he 
stated that they had decided 
the problem with agricul­
ture was the high cost of 
land and inflation. He said

if they could bring land 
values down to about one 
half of where they are now, 
agriculture would be 
healthy. He was informed 
that this would put a lot of 
farmers out of business and 
still wasn’t addressing the 
real problem. The fact that 
President Carter has siar- 
rounded himself with so 
many inept and mis­
informed people,' disturbed 
this group.
One problem that needs 

constant attention is the 
printing of misleading infor­
mation about agriculture. 
This is understandable when 
you know who the press has 
always gone to for reports. 
U.S.D.A. is a frequent 
source, and we all know 
what their statistics show is 
not what is really happen­
ing.

This was the case with the 
new World Book' Encyclo­
pedia Yearbook. The article 
on farming on page 319 
paints a picture of prosper­
ity while the tractorcade on 
the same page isn’t even 
mentioned. When you read 
the article, you will find that 
over 50 percent of net farm 
income came from off-farm 
jobs. Chicago prices are 
quoted that we almost never 
receive, and what increases 
we had didn’t even keep 
pace with inflation. The list 
of fallacies in this one arti­
cle goes on and on, so we 
contacted the World Book 
editor, Wayne Wille. Wille 
was told of our concerns 
that such information ap­

peared in a publication with 
the credibility of World 
Book. We ask^ him where 
the writers got their infor­
mation and why didn’t they 
talk to farmers to get the 
true picture. He didn’t 
know who they had talked 
to, but is going to find out. 
He was given the AAM na­
tional office number and 
address and was asked to 
contact David Senter for a 
farmer’s view before print­
ing stories about agricul­
ture. We will be in touch 
with Wille from time to time 
to see that he does have all 
the facts.
We are finally seeing some 

response from the American 
Soybean Association. ASA 
President, Allan Aves, sent 
a letter last week to Tom 
Foley, chairman of the 
House Agriculture Commit­
tee and to Herman Tal- 
madge, chairman of the 

■ Senate Agriculture Commit­
tee requesting that the loan 
rate on soybeans be raised 
to $5.02 per bushel. R ’s odd 
that a few days ago ASA 
was opposed to any increase 
at all. When we contacted 
Perry Dickson again, the 
ASA economist in St. Louis, 
he said they had taken a 
look at the rising production 
costs and decided an in­
crease from the $4.54 loan 
rate was justified. High 
production costs and low 
market prices were just as 
severe a few days ago when 
ASA testified to these same 
committees that a raise was 
not justified. Could it be the 
protest of producers and the

requesting of refunds of the 
check-off money had an im­
pact?

This office contacted An­
drew Wisenhunt, the chair­
man of the Soyb^n Promo­
tion Board, to try and find 
out how the check-off is dis­
tributed- Wisenhunt told us 
none of the Arkansas money 
was used for lobbying, but 
Dickson said a portion of 
American Soybean Associa­
tion’s money was used for 
lobbying, so it makes you 
wonder how Arkansas 
money is kept separated 
from the other states. 
Wisenhunt said if we could 
just hang on for five more 
years and keep developing 
markets, we could name our 
own price. Wisenhunt is 
evidently pretty naive be­
cause during the same con­
versation he told of asking 
Bob Bergland if ASA de­
veloped a market in China 
would the government close 
it if trouble developed in 
Viet Nam and China inter­
vened. Bergland said, “ Yes 
they would.”  And to say 
they wouldn’t, was not being 
realistic.
So to build markets you 

can’t rely on while opposing 
some type of protection for 
producers is hard to under­
stand.
We have also been in touch 

“with the Misc. Tax Section, 
the agency that collects the 
check-off to see what cost is 
involved, if the state retains 
any of it. Information is 
being mailed to us this 
week. •



Jenkins Says 
H e's Outraged
During the winter of 1979, 

members of the American 
Agriculture Movement tried 
several times unsuccessful­
ly to obtain WhiteHouse per­
mission to place a wreath on 
the Tomb of the Unknown 
Soldier in memory of our 
nation’s war dead. Early 
Friday, June 27, Ken Sol­
ving, a reporter with the 
Washington Weekly, a D. C. 
publication, informed Alvin 
Jenkins, Campo, Colorado, 
one of the founders of the 
AAM, that this privilege 
was granted May 28 to re­
presentatives of a homosex­
ual organization.
Jenkins, himself a Korean

war veteran, was outraged! 
“ How is it that a veteran 

and a farmer was denied 
this right when a group of 
people, who, by law, cannot 
even serve in our armed 
services, were permitted to 
do so? This is the worst of 
all possible insults!
Jenkins said he and several

other AAM supporters ask­
ed Lynn Daft, a White 
House advisor, four times 
for permission to decorate 
the Tomb.

“ The nearest thing to ap­
proval we got was that we 
would be allowed to place a 
wreath on the gate of the 
fence surrounding the 
Tomb!! ’ ’ he said.

“ In my opinion, every far­
mer, veteran, and service­
man of this nation has been 
slapped in the face by an^ 
unthankful, uncaring Ad­
ministration! This is one of 
the reasons why the all-vol­
unteer Army is not working 
- no respect!
“ In the name of all present 

and former servicemen and 
women and our nation’s far­
mers, I demand an apology 
from the President and the 
Secretary of the Arm y!’ ’ 
Jenkins concluded.
A local AAM spokesman 

said, in his opinion, granting 
the farmers permission to 
perform a deed such as 
placing a wreath on the 
Tomb would have given 
them some national credi­
bility and this was not want­
ed in Washington.

Considerable 
Activity At 
Local AAM
There has been consider­

able activity around the 
A m e r i c a n  A g r i c u l tu r e  
Movement (Des Arc Chap­
ter) office since the W. D. C. 
trip, a local spokesman said 
this week.
Senator Pryor, as well as 

Congressman Ed Bethune’s 
office has been contacted 
with information that could 
be helpful to them in reach­
ing decisions about agricul­
tural programs.
A Des Arc AAM member 

went to the G.A.O. (General 
Accounting Office) Building 
while in W. D. C. to talk with 
someone who was preparing 
a report about farm prices 
and their effects on the 
economy. Also G.A.O. has 
work going on to determine 
the effects of the grain em­
bargo. It was interesting to 
note how G.A.O. report 
differs from U.S.D.A. The 
statistics were misleading 
and arranged by U.S.D.A. to 
imply that their programs 
are working well.
One instance being that 

off-farm income is consid­
ered as net income, so ac­
cording to U.S.D.A., low 
farm prices meant higher 
income because more farm­
ers were working at off- 
farm jobs.
We found that a garden 

produced for a farm fami­
ly’s use is computed as net 
farm income, along with 
housing.
We have learned that 

C.C.C. loans over the years 
have actually made the gov­
ernment money instead of 
costing the taxpayers as we 
have been led to believe. 
These loans on commodi­

ties are repaid by farmers. 
But, when they are repaid, 
the money goes into the 
general fund, which shows a 
deficit in USDA, implying 
that farmers received mon­
ey from the government. 
There will be a State 

AAMA meeting at 1:00 Sat­
urday, March 8, at the 
Flames Restaurant in 
Brinkley. All members are 
urged to attend.

DES ARC AAMA



NEW  AAiMA BUILD ING  GOING UP: Workmen were unloading steel for the new Des Arc 
Chapter American Agriculture building here Tuesday. It is a Morton building from Wynne 
and a crew from Kansas is putting it up. Crew members are Dale Banton, foreman; Bob 
Davis, lead man; Kim Baker and Thomas Carroll. They said construction would take eight 
to nine days. The site, is located just north of Paul Gaines Implement on Ilwy. II North.

F A R M  LE A D E R  -  Jack Cothran, Arkansas A A M  presi­
dent, opens meeting at Des Arc while chapter chairman 
Harvey Banner o f  Des Arc, and Odis Chapman, speaker 
from Scott, listen. (Don Smith Photo)

FARM ERS W A R N E D  — Kaneaster Hodges, tells
farmers during a Newport Arkansas Agriculture M ove­
ment speech that a better grain loan program, and prices 
above cost o f  production are the only sensible answers for 
farmers in the current economic crises.
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Hodges and the A AM
. Since the defeat of the .emergency farm bill last 

month,.Sen. Kaneaster Hodges has emerged as the pivot 
man between the two factions of the now-split American 
Agriculture Movement— whose tractorcades familiar; 
ized the country with the slogan “ }P0 per cent of parity", . 
earlier this year.

That demand wasn’t attainable in Congress and 
never will be and its defeat has split the AAM.'The 
radical wing still clamors for the unattainable and is 
coming back with new legislation, The moderates have 
flocked to Hodges and his "fair price" bill, which wpuld 
base commodity prices on cost of production, That bill 
was run over in AAM ’s losing effort for full parity in 
April and is now knocking heads with new full-parity 
legislation written by Rep. Richard Nolan, D., Minn,

The radicals are still the larger AAM faction and 
control the national AAM board, having purged all 
moderates. But the moderates from 12 states (including 
Arkansas) have decided, after meeting in Oklahoma and 
Memphis, to try and jvork through the bigger organiza­
tion. If the radicals—as expected—unite behind the 
Nolan bill, however, that probably won’t be possible.

The moderates—from the South, .Midwest and 
West—might, in effect, leave the AAM movement, but 
meanwhile they and their bill certainly stand the better 
chance in Congre.ss. Hearings on the Hodges bill begin 
ne.xt week in the Senate Agriculture Committee,

In the end, the Hodges’ bill promises to develop into 
the compromise legislation needed to split the diffecr 
ence between what the more radical farmers want and 
what the American consumer can live with in the way of 
costs.

Stability is the keynote of any farm legislation—and

•
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that means cutting back crop acreage, diminishing sur­
pluses by increasing imports and, of course, giving the 
farmer a fair return.

The Nolan bill, makes agriculture all but independ­
ent of cost and consumer restraints. It is a radical bill. 
The more moderate Hodges approach gains by contrast 
with it and should be die foundation of whatever final 
compromise Congre.ss makes among all interests. ,
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iocof AMU Group At 
Farm Legislation 
Meeting In Memphis
Six local AAM members 

were among the 500 persons 
attending the Dec. 6 meet-, 
ing in Memphis, said by 
some to be “ the most signi­
ficant meeting for agricul­
ture to be held in the Mid­
south in recent history.” 
What made the meeting 

significant and impressive, 
they said, was the panel of 
speakers assembled as well 
as the different segments of 
agriculture represented.
There were several others 
other than producers such 
as bankers, implement deal­
ers, fertilizer and chemical 
firms represented.
The AAM people said, “ We 

are gaining support from 
agri-related businesses. 
They see how our organiza­
tion has progressed and ma­
tured. Many of these busi­
nesses are starting to feel 
the financial pinch that pro­
ducers felt sometime ago. 
Legislator^ttending were 

Senators Pryor and
Bum pers''’ ^  Congressmen 
Jones of Tennessee and Bo­
wen of Mississippi. Senator 
Pryor and the two congress­
men are on the Agriculture 
Committee. Marvin Meek, 
national AAM president, 
was present. Deputy Admin­
istrator Dr. J. B. Penn, 
ESCS, gave a presentation 
on past farm legislation and 
listed some possible alterna­
tives to the 1977 Farm Bill. 
Dr. Penn told those present 
a lot they already knew but 
from an economist’s view. 
Dr. Penn said there are 

only 500,000 mainstream or 
commercial farms such as 
those in this area. The bal­
ance of the 2.2 million farms 
are huge corporate opera­
tions and smaller part-time 

I farms. He said, “ If the rate 
I of declining numbers of the 
' decade of the 1970’s is allow­

ed to continue, there will be 
only 50,000 family farms left 
by the year 2000.
The smallest sector of the 

three types of farms is the 
commercial farm where all 
income is generated by the

low prices or loss of produc­
tion.
Dr. Penn made a complete­

ly asinine statement, ac­
cording to local farmers in 
attendance; he said, “ due to 
our numbers being so small 
he wasn’t sure there was a 
low income problem in agri­
culture.”  However, just pri­
or to that remark, he said, 
“ Any further loss of farm­
ers would not benefit the 
consumer because increase 
in farm size beyond what 
they are now would not 
result in cheaper food pric­
es.”  He stated also, “ Any 
further loss could have a 
serious effect on rural eco­
nomy. “ We’ve always been 
told we have to have econo­
mists,”  a local AAM spokes­
man said, “ but I ’m not 
really sure why.”
Any farm policy discussion, 

it seems, is always started 
with a negative view. The 
bureaucrats always have a 
dozen reasons why some­
thing won’t work instead of 
looking for solutions. They 
always attack higher prices 
as causing surpluses like we 
have had in the past.
Marvin Meeks pointed out 

a fact to the panel that 
should enlighten them: he 
said, during the time we had 
a grain surplus if the beef 
imports had been restricted, 
we in America would have' 
fed every pound of surplus 
grain to our own cattle and 
the consumer would have 
benefited through plentiful 
supplies of much higher 
quality beef; the American 
cattleman would have pros­
pered; the grain farmers 
would have had a dependa­
ble and favorable market. If 
you doubt this, ask USDA 
how much beef has been 
imported; multiply this 
time 4 lbs of grain it takes 
to produce a pound of beef, 
then you can see how much 
market we have lost.
After Dr. Penn’s presenta­

tion, we heard from the 
politicians. They were pret-

Report By 
I,ocal AAM 
Spokesman.

in Washington “ But. please 
leave those — tractors at 
home.”
Meek told the congressman 

“ why the tractors” ; “ when 
we went the first year, no 
one listened; the tractor- 
cade got their attention.” 
He said, “ It might have 
seemed a mistake to some 
people, but a news service 
traveling with the tractor- 
cade later estimated that 
the coverage would have 
cost 12 to 14 million had it 
been bought. “ It did focus 
attention on agriculture,” 
Meek emphasized. The 
meeting in Memphis to seek 
farmer-input for the new 
farm bill would never have 
happened had it not been for 
the efforts of AAM, Meek 
added.
Senator Pryor stressed the 

importance of keeping a 
strong farmer organization 
and continuing communica­
tion with the agri business 
community. “ The public re­
lations campaign being di­
rected for AAM by Walker & 
Associates of Memphis is 
the way to becoming suc­
cessful in passing legisla­
tion,”  Pryor said. “ The pub­
lic must be made aware of 
the importance of agricul­
ture to the whole economy,” 
everyone agreed.
Jim Dupree of Wynne, 

Ark., was complimented for 
the excellent job he did 
chairing the meeting. He 
promised the legislators 
that there would be farmer- 
input in the new farm bill 
even if he had to walk to. 
Washington by himself. Lo­
cal spokesmen said, “ We’re 
very fortunate to have a 
man of Jim’s caliber repre­
senting us. “ He can com­
municate with economists, 
politicians, or farmers.”  Al­
so, they commented, “ we 
owe a debt of gratitude to 
Jack Cothran, Arkansas 
AAM president; Tommy 
Willis, 'Tennessee president; 
and L. A. Davidson, Missis­
sippi president, for putting 
together the Memphis meet-
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Farmers and farm-related business people at chili dinner

Jimmy Flanagan and Har­
vey Joe Sanner came home 
from Washington to be with 
their families Wednesday to 
Sunday. Two other AAM far­
mers, Jimmy Holloway and C. 
R. Smith were interviewed by 
KATV7 in Washington. In a 
call home Tuesday, they report 
no more trouble in Washington 
involving the demonstrating 
farmers.

Chili Dinner Brings 
AM A Groups Together

Farmers and people in farm-related business-: 
es were invited to a chili dinner given by the 
Des Arc Chapter of the American Agricultural 
Movement, at their quarters here Wednesday at 
noon.

The Des Arc Chapter is a very active AAM 
' '  group and will kickoff their activities for 1980 

with a membership drive starting after the first 
of the year.

Wednesday’s gathering served to remind the 
group that they will continue to work for Vie 
welfare and preservation of the American 
farmer, a spokesman said.
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Local Men Attend District 
AAM Meeting At Wynne
The annual American Agri­

culture Movement meeting 
of the Wynne District office 
was held Thursday, Jan. 8, 
and three Des Arc members 
attended. Those attending 
from Des Arc'were Robert 
Long, Riverside Chemical 
manager; Representative 
V. 0. “ Butch” Calhoun, Jr., 
and Harvey Joe Banner. The 
meeting was chaired by Roy 
Stevenson, Wynne Chapter 
President

Jim Shaver, a member of 
the Arkansas Legislature, 
gave a presentation on a bill 
he is introducing in the 
present session. The bill, he 
said, will help clarify who is 
the legal owner of grain 
after it is delivered to an 
elevator. Several Arkansas 
farmers have been put out 
of business in recent years 
when elevators went bank­
rupt and remaining grain is 
attached by the court and 
applied to the elevator’s 
debt. The i^en t failure of 
the James Bros. Elevators 
in Arkansas and Missouri 
make it apparent that we 
need some type of legisla­
tion to protect farmers, he 
said. Under present law, 
even a bonded warehouse 
receipt does not prove own­
ership or let you decide 
what will be done with the 
grain, an AAM spokesman 
stated. “ When you look at 
it practically, grain being 
siezed is no different than 
your car being attached and 
sold to pay off debts of a 
commercial parking lot,” 
the spokesman stated.
“ This is another prime ex­

ample of what happens 
when you don’t look after 
your business,”  the spokes­
man went on to say, “ we’ve 
left farmer-business in the 
hands of people who aren’t 
fanners far t(X) long. Ark­
ansas agrielulure move­

ment has been asked for 
input in legislation and we 
will be working with several 
legislators who have prom­
ised to try and pass some 
type of bill in the upcoming 
session.”

Jim Dupree gave a good 
presentation as always, the 
local AAM representatives 
stated. He stressed the im­
portance of farmers staying 
involved, ■ especially in the 
coming year when a new 
farm bill is scheduled to be 
written. “ We all know who 
had input in the 1977 farm 
fill and what has happened 
to agriculture and the whole 
economy,”  they stated, 
“ and farm debt is at an all 
time high* with less return to 
equity than ever. We have 
been promised a chance to 
participate in forming the 
new farm bill and we’ll have 
only ourselves to blame if 
we sit down and do nothing. 
It’s certain, production agri­
culture won’t be represent­
ed unless producers do it 
themselves.”
Senator David Pryor had 

called Dupree Thursday 
morning to tell him that 
John Block had just left his 
office and that he was im­
pressed with him. Pryor 
said he thought he would 
make a good Secretary of 
Agriculture.
Odis Chapman spoke to the 

group and told the farmers 
of the many accomplish- 

■ ments made and sometimes 
forgotten. Odis is steadily on 
the move for AAM; he has 
been asked to meet with 
USDA officials who prepare 
the crop estimates and pro­
jections. The meeting will 
be held in Memphis. Odis 
asked everylx>dy for sugges­
tions on how they thought 
the crop reports could be 
improved. He told how mis­
leading USDA statistics can

be, such as net income being 
up for cattlemen when they 
had to dump their herds 
because of the drought. “ Ac­
tually, there was more cat­
tle sold but not because the 
ranchers wanted to and the 
price is always depressed 
under these conditions,”  he 
said. So, any suggestions 
you have for Odis can be 
relayed by calling him or 
come by the Des Arc AAM 
office - and they will make 
sure he gets it.
Des Arc Chapter’s new of­

fice building is now at the 
Prairie County Fair­
grounds, so come by and 
visit. “ We have more going 
on for us in Washington, D. 
C. right now than we have 
ever had. Marvin has met 
with John Block at least 
four times and is meeting 
with Jesse Helm today at 
2:30 p. m. Marvin says the 
whole mood of Congress is 
one of cooperation and he 
feels good about something 
good will eventually happen 
for agriculture. It’s up to 
us.”

Des Arc AAM



Tuesday morning, me new 
office building of the Des 
Arc Chapter of American 
Agriculture Movement was 
delivered. Two trucks were 
used to haul the building 
and a^iroximately 20 mem­
bers were on hand to help 
with die unloading.
The erection crew is sche­

duled to arrive Monday, 
Feb. 23.
Since the Des Arc Chapter 

has broken the ice, other 
chapters are considering 
building their own building. 
The McGehee office, which 
is also serving as our State 
office, has already begim 
plans for their own building. 
A landowner, near Mc­
Gehee, has already given 
the land for a building site. 
The deed is being prepared 
and other arrangements are 
being made so that con­
struction can begin in the 
iMar future. The Cross 
County Chapter is smously 
considering a building.
As information about our 

efforts reach more people, 
the awareness of what our 
successes could bring and 
what our failures will surely 
bring, reinforces and 
s tre n ^ a is  our organiza­
tion. Whai we pull together, 
anything is possible.
When division or dissendon 

amcxig farmers occurs, 
someone benefits oUier than 
farmers. The groups who 
have profited because cf 
past divisions in producers, 
surely thrive on unrest. Far­
mers have constantly been 
pitted against each other 
and been led to believe that 
one s^ment has to suffer 
for another to prosper. Tlie 
grain farmer is told he 
can’t have higher prices be­
cause the beef producer 
needs dieap grain. The beef 
and pork producers who 
have become informed now 
realize that cheap grain 
means cheap meat. When 
grain is cheap, more is fed 
and consequently you have 
an oversupply of pork or 
beef; herds are liquidat- 

then meat prices rise; 
as shortages appear, grain 
stocks grow, due to lower 
livestock numbers. Know­
ledgeable meat producers 
say that higher grain prices 
will result in higher live­
stock prices due to the inter­
relation of the two. The 
dairy industry is a good

examine of inter-relation. 
Dairy products are support­
ed at 80 percent of parity 
and according to USDA, 
supplies are building up. 
There is now a move in 
WX).C. to lower the support 
rate even thou^ dairymen 
are cmstantly shrinking in 
numbers. With dairy at 80 
percent of parity, and grain 
at 50 percrat, there is an 

■imbalance. Cows are kept 
on production that would be 
taken off if grain [x-ices 
wa*e on par with dairy. It ’s 
typical of bureaucrats and 
processors to propose lower 
supports for dairy instead of 
higher sppports for grain. 
The Des Arc office has 

contacted some dairymen in 
an effort to learn of their 
problem: and how we might 
wOTk tog ithCT on some com­
mon issues.
In our efforts to inqirove 

relations with different 
form organizations, a re­
presentative from the Des 
Arc AAM office and the 
White County AAM met with 
the White County Farm Bu­
reau board of directors 
Thursday, Feb. 12. The 
meeting was held in the 
Farm Bureau office in 
Searcy. Charles Hughes of 
White County AAM showed 
a 30-minute film featuring 
the late Congressman Jerry 
Litton. Ih is film is educa­
tional and stresses the need 
for farmer-unity. Jim Kd- 
1^ is president of the White 
(tounty Farm Bureau and 

as very receptive to the 
lea that we could work on 

!some common problems to- 
igether. It is hoped we can 
continue communication 
and combine our efforts 
when possible.
A.meeting with the Wood­

ruff County Farm Bureau 
has been tentativdy set. 
Bobby Robinson of Cotton 
Plant is president of the 
Farm Bureau in Woodruff 
County and he is very inter­
ested in working with us. 
When details are worked 
out, word will be passed 
along
Any suggestions from 

members as to points that 
need to be made should be. 
brought to the AAM office. 
Hopefully, a working rela­
tionship can be established.

A.A.M.A.
Des Arc Chapter 

(Reported)

iWi

New Building Delivered 
Tuesday To Des Arc AAM
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Our Purpose
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Farmer to farmer
Form er Sen. Kaneaster  

Hodges, D-Ark„ speaks to a 
group of farmers in Washington 
Tuesday. Hodges toid the 
farmers that it might be time 
for the U.S. Agricu iture

Department to "d isband"  
because officiais were not 
iistening to farmers. Hodges, a 
farmer himseif, said farmers 
had been badiy treated by 
Washington poiice.

Des Arc Chapter - 

American Agriculture 

Movement Association

There seems to be some misunderstand­
ing locally, as well as nationally, about the 
purpose of the American Agriculture Move­
ment. The national movement began as the 
spontaneous reaction of farmers to the trend of 
farm policies and market activities.
, Although Arkansas farmers on the average 
have not suffered to the extent many of the 
midwest farmers have, many of us chose to join 
because we feared the future. Our market 
prices are no longer determined at the local 
level nor are they entirely dependent on the 
laws of supply and demand. Today’s farmers 
serve a world market. This is a mixed blessing. 
It gives us additional outlets for our produce, 
Dut it also subjects us to the whims of world 
politics. This leaves the farmers in a precarious 
position. We produce to supply the world not 
knowing if we will be allowed to fill its needs. 
The problems are enormous; the solutions are 
elusive. We realize that nothing can be done 
overnight to remedy the situation.

The solution must come from Washington, 
D. C. We felt the first step was to get their 
attention. The tractorcades were our means to 
this end. The next step is to educate them to our 
problem. This we are doing through direct and 
indirect communication with anyone on the 
“ hill”  who will spare us some time. We are 
constantly bombarding them with facts and 
statistics. All information must be documented 
rather than hearsay. This is a slow process. 
The results are not immediately evident. I

This brings us back to Arkansas. In our 
state, the Movement is organized as a non-profit 
corporation under the name of Arkansas Agri­
culture Movement Association. Our purpose is 
simple - we want to better the position of all 
farmers.

We are not just a bunch of radicals. We 
are not out to destroy Riceland Foods, Farm 
Bureau, or any other organization. Almost a 
hundred per cent of us are members of 
Riceland and most are members of Farm 
Bureau. We want the organizations to remain 
strong and even become stronger. But we want 
to make sure they are operating'at all times. We 
want to understand why our grain co-op is 
lagging up to $.38 per bushel behind Bunge 
Corporation on the purchase price of soybeans. 
That’s close to a 5 percent gross income 
increase by carrying our beans across the river. 
This is not our only local question. I fact, we are 
constantly trying to pinpoint problem areas and 
seek out solutions. We aren’t bashful about 
calling a Congressman, a journalist, or others 
whether next door or in Washington. If a 
question needs to be asked, who not ask it?

At our organizational meeting this past 
Monday, it was determined that we have ap­
proximately eighty voting members locally. 
There are probably that many more farmers we 
need to hear from. This is not a plea for 
contribution of money but rather a contribution 
of ideas and viewpoints. We especially invite all 
strong supporters of Riceland Foods to come by. 
This is not a time to draw a line and choose 
sides. Let’s talk about the difference of opinion 
and all work for the same goal . . .  the 
betterment of the farmer.
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Report From The Notional
A National Delegates meet­

ing of the American Agricul­
ture Movement was held in 
Washington, D. C., Feb. 6 
and 7. The ^turday session 
began at 1 p. m. in the 
Methodist Building.
This meeting was used to 

present a financial report; 
to attend to other business 
and elect officers. The fi­
nance committee reported 
on the outcome of the con­
vention and presented a 
check to the national office 
in the amount of $29,000. 
This money was left after 
expenses of the committee 
and convention were deduct­
ed. The car raffle and dona­
tions plus registration fees 
were the main source of 
income. The finance com­
mittee, composed of Steve 
Close, Ginger Hill, Clifford 
Hamilton, and Ted Godfrey, 
are to be commended for 
their many hours of work 
and making our convention 
such a smashing success. 
The officers for 1982 are 

Marvin Meek of Texas, 
chairman; Wayne Cryts of 
Missouri and J. D. Terral of 
New Mexico, vice chairmen, 
all have specific duties as­
signed to them. Deloss Mc- 
Knight of Wynne, Ark., is 
secretary, and Louis Saun­
ders of Michigan, is treasur­
er. When you realize the 
commitment of these offi­
cers and the many hours 
they spend' working for 
American fcU'mers with no 
compensation, you can see 
our dues as the bargain they 
are.
There was much discussion 

about FHA and their policy 
changes. Mr. Schuman, Di­
rector of FHA, had called 
Marvin and talked V/k hours 
after the AAM press release 
telling about the memoran­
dum Schuman issued that 
set quotas for state FHA’s to 
meet in liquidating farmers. 
AAM obtained this memo 
that was labeled confiden­
tial and it was in direct 
conflict with what FHA was 
releasing to the press. Di­
rector Shuman told Marvin 
that the memo was a for­
gery; later, said it wasn’t. 
The newspapers these past 
few days have been full of 
stories of how FHA is going 
to “ stay with the farmers” 
in an attempt to play down 
the foreclosures. After hear­

ing from farmers in several 
states, it’s obvious that we 
have much better FHA ad­
ministrators in Arkansas 
than in some other states. 
The heavy-handed ap­
proaches some have used 
toward farmers are almost 
unbelievable. The abuse of 
FHA credit by a few farm­
ers makes it extremely hard 
for sincere, hard-working 
farmers to get a fair hear­
ing. There has been some 
waste and mismanagement 
and it causes a stereo-typing 
and the attitude of many in 
Washington is that “ any 
farmer with FHA is a poor 
manager and wouldn’t be 
there if he wasn’t ”  It’s sad 
to say that this attitude has 
been instilled in many farm­
ers and into some farm 
organizations.

The refusal of U.SD.A. to 
consider low commodity 
prices as a reason for bank­
ruptcy is understandable. It 
w ^ d  be an admission that 
their farm policy is a fail­
ure. They have removed 
economics as a qualification 
for disaster. However, there 
is a good chance that the 
Economic Emergency Loan 
Program will be reinstated. 
It is definitely being consid­
ered. Without some im­
provement in the farm situ­
ation, many more of us will 
be FHA borrowers in the 
very near future.
In the hearings before the 

House Subcommittee on 
Credit, Congressman Ed 
Jones of Tennessee had the 
Young Executives Commit­
tee Report put in the record. 
This is the report AAM 
came across that was con­
ducted in 1972 by Dick 
Lyng, then and now an Un­
dersecretary of Agriculture. 
This report explains how the 
government planned to 
move farmers off the farm 
and how rural communities 
and towns should not expect 
agriculture to support them. 
We still have some of the 
reports if anyone wants one. 
There are several AAM peo­
ple testifying before differ­
ent committees as the need 
arises. Marvin testified on 
Tuesday after the delegates 
meeting.
In Sunday’s meeting, the 

delegates voted to set up a 
chairman’s expense fund 
and salary. There has been 
no provision to pay Marvin’s 
travel expense so Texas has 
assumed this role. Many felt 
this cost should be absorbed 
by all states. Marvin travel­

ed all over the U. S. last 
year for American Ag and 
much of it at his own ex­
pense. He still refuses to 
accept any salary but the 
delegates thought we need­
ed the provision for future 
chairmen. Not many farm­
ers would give a year of 
their life without pay and 
away from their families, to , 
try and better things for all 
farmers.
The representatives of the 

Martin Haley Company, 
who spoke to us Sunday 
were Dick White and Ralph 
Roming. Dick said that 
many congressmen, who 
had le a rn t  about AAM 
starting a political action 
committee, had one com­
ment in common, “ It’s 
about time!”  He told us that 
AAM has already gained a 
new respect because of the 
PAC. Marvin said that all 
the time he had spent in 
Washington he had received 
two invitations to congress­
ional receptions. Since our 
PAC was formed, he has 
been invited to 35! The re­
sponse, so far, has been 
tremendous. At a meeting in 
Pla inview, Texas, over 
$50,000 was raised, with 
much of it coming from the 
banking community. Rural 
bankers can relate to the 
Martin Haley Co. easily. 
They can see first hand 
what happens to communi­
ties that depend on agricul­
ture when that industry is 
depressed. Meetings are be­
ing set up now all over the 
country for Martin Haley 
and American Ag to explain 
the PAC. The first one for 
bankers is scheduled for 
Memphis on February 20. 
Over 700 from Tennessee, 
Mississippi, and Arkansas 
have been invited. Ameri­
can Ag members should 
urge their banker to attend 
this meeting. These meet­
ings are being conducted on 
the “ seed money”  Martin 
Haley raised on their own at

no cost to AAM. This is a 
first for Agriculture; never 
before have we had a PAC. 
Different commodities, such 
as dairy, have had one, but 
never all of agriculture 
combined.

The first meeting with Ag­
riculture bankers is scheul- 
ed for February 20 in Mem­
phis. Over 700 bankers from 
Arkansas, Mississippi and 
Tennessee have been invit­
ed.

We had an Undersecretary 
of Agriculture in Arkansas 
last week - Mr. Frank Nay­
lor. Mr. Naylor is in charge 
of FHA. He had just left a 
meeting of farmers in South 
Carolina where he had to be 
escorted out of the meeting. 
Naylor had some interest­

ing comments. He said that 
USDA had determined we 
had adequate storage be­
cause any more farm stor­
age makes it difficult for 
USDA to get a handle on the 
amount of grain and it be­
comes hard to monitor and 
forecast. Here is one of the 
funniest things any govern­
ment official ever said, “ We 
will have a free market 
because USDA will control 
it and see to it.”  Naylor said 
the setaside will have no 
significance because only 30 
percent participation is ex­
pected. John Block wanted a 
25 percent SAS on all com­
modities including soybeans 
but David Stockman won 
out. With little participation, 
the government avoids defi­
ciency payments while pro­
duction isn’t reduced there­
by keeping prices low, the 
ultimate goal of the admin­
istration. One other tool 
tiiey are using to kill our 
prices is the psychological 
embargo we are under, 
grain companies are afraid 
to buy or make commit­
ments not knowing what 
tomorrow will bring.

AAM of Arkansas_____



AAM Meeting In Washington DC
We had our state meeting 

Saturday, f ’eb. 13, in Brink- 
ley. The purpose of the 
meeting was to elect offi­
cers and attend to business.
The following were elected 

state officers: Jack Cothran 
of Wynne, chairman; Perry 
Dixon of BlytheviUe, 1st 
vice president; Harvey Joe 
Sanner of Des Arc, 2nd vice 
president; C. W. Day of 
Tillar, secretary; Deloss 
McKnight of Wynne, nation­
al delegate; Harvey Joe 
Sanner, alternate delegate; 
Odis Chapman of Scott and 
Jim DuPree of Weldon, 
spokesmen
It becomes more evident 

every day that the answer to 
our problems is going to 
come from farmers them­
selves; none of the groups 
that have written the last 
two Farm Bills offered any­
thing different in this one. 
Tne day of leaving our

problems to someone else to 
solve js over; even w ^  
good intentions, insurarlce 
companies, commodity or­
ganizations, and coopera­
tives can’t be expect^ to 
influence national pwlicy as 
production agriculture or­
ganizations such as AAM 
knows must be done if we 
are to survive.
The attitude at Saturday’s 

meeting was probably more 
positive and enthusiastic 
about the possibilities of our 
organization doing some 
good for farmers in the 
future than any we have 
nad.

The new ideas being offer­
ed, new concepts, are com­

ing out of the American 
Agriculture Movement. The 
P.A.C. is the most exciting 
idea since the tractorcade 
and is certain to be produc­
tive. We are on the thresh­
old of a new beginning for 
agriculture. It seems some­
times that we aren’t moving 
nearly fast enough, but, pro­
bably these past four years 
were needed to build the 
kind of format we now have. 
Our people have become 
more realistic, levelheaded, 
and much more effective, 
due to their continuing ap­
praisal of the situation. 
Many of the hotheads are 
gone, many freeloaders wno 
used us for personal gains

are gone. We have survived. 
Now, let us get on with the 
program.
Any farmer who has any 

reason for not joining should 
contact us and discuss it. 
Whatever the reason might 
be, we feel the alternatives 
are much worse. Don’t be 
left behind when the farm 
organization of the ‘80’s is 
taking off. Call one pf these 
phone numbers: 256-4766, 
256-1580, 256-4655, 256-4055, 
or 256-4620.

Strength from the Land 
AAMA

Des Arc Chapter 

REPORTED
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AAM  BUILDING FLOOR GOES IN : About 25 farmers gathered the new American 
Agriculture building to put down the concrete floor. Concrete is being poured from tbe 
truck here and rake hands are busy. Crews will be here next week to install steel siding, a 
Des Arc AAM Chapter spokesman said.
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Jaycees Select Outstanding Young Farmer
The Des Arc Jaycees have 

announced that Harvey Joe 
Sanner will represent Des Arc 
as the Outstanding Young Far­
mer in the State of Arkansas 
Jaycee competition, January, 
1.3 in Little Rock.

Steven Hambrick, president 
of the Des Arc Jaycees, said 
that Sanner has been farming 
in this area for 12 years. His

wife is the former Carolyn 
Marsh and they have two chil­
dren. Kelly, 14, and Matt, 13.

He is a 1961 graduate of Des 
Arc High School. ASCS Com­
munity Committeeman, and is 
a member of the American 
Agricultural Movement and 
the Masonic Lodge.

“ We are pleased to have him 
represent our area in this com­

petition,”  Hambrick said.
This year’s Outstanding 

Young Farmer Competition is 
being sponsored by the Produc­
tion Credit Association of Ar­
kansas. “ The purpose of this 
program is to focus attention 
on the importance of agricul­
ture to Arkansas by recogniz­
ing the efforts of the young 
farmers, aged 18 to 35. of our

state.”  said Leon Wilson, state 
chairman who was last year’s 
winner.

The Outstanding Young Far­
mer Awards Ceremony wilt be 
held at the Sheraton Hotel, 
Little Rock, starting with agri­
culture seminars that morning. 
The luncheon will be at 1:00 
p.m.

i
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Arkansans in Washington

State's Delegation Catches 
Balance-the-budget Fever
By TOM HAMBURGER 

Gazette Washington Bnrean
WASHINGTON -  The balance- 

the-budget fever has reached 
Washington and the Arkansas 
congressional delegation has been 
caught up in it.

As the fever spread, positions 
changed, promises were made 
and even the Arkansas state legis­
lature backtracked.

At Washington, proponents of a 
balanced federal budget picked as 
the battleground a measure to in­
crease the public debt ceiling by 
$32 billion. '

Arkansas’s two hreshn̂ ian rep­
resentatives, Democrat ^^ryl An­
thony Jr. 2nd Republican Ed 
Bethune, were among the f’irst in 
the Hbuse to suggest linkug a 
balanced budget with the\debt 

-ceiling increase.
The two argued that tn,ey 

should plea-bargin with Congress 
and the administration and refiL^ 
to support an increase in the de^t 
— something necessary to paj)'- 
the country’s bills — unless Con­
gress passed legislation enforcing 
a balanced budget, with expendi­
tures not exceeding revenues. 
Since 1961, the federal govern­
ment has operated with a deficit 
in every year but one.

Anthony has changed his mind 
since then and said, although he 
and Representative Bill Alexan­
der (Dem., Ark.) missed the cru­
cial 201-to-199 vote to approve 
the debt ceiling increase with no 
stpngs attached, he doesn’t be­
lieve the debt ceiling vote was an 
a^ropriate place from which to 
fight the battle.

Anthonv now endorses a nlaii..

fore such a convention can be 
called.

Senator David H. Pryor (Dem., 
Ark.) was an early proponent of 
the constitutional amendment, al­
though he too opposes the idea of 
a conyehtion to draft it.

He will be studying the various 
budget balancing amendments to 
the debt ceiling this week end and 
plans to choose the strongest one 
he can find.

The Senate will have to vote on 
the debt ceiling bill and the var­
ious amendments which have 
been attached to it this week. Un­
less the debt ceiling increase is 
approved by the Senate this week 
the current ceiling will expire and 
the government will not have suf­
ficient funds to pay its bills. With- 
out a ba lanced  budget 
amendment, Pryor said Friday, 
he was “inclined” to vote against 
the increase.

★  ★  ★
As if the recent move to Wash­

ington were not enough, Arkan- 
ŝas’s three freshman wives have 
ibeen busy considering new activ­
ities.

Mrs. Lana Bethune has started 
work on a guidebook to the na­
tional Capitol that will feature an 
Arkansas perspective. The Be- 
thunes aren’t sure who will print 
the book, but the work is well 
under way.

The book will show where stat­
ues of Arkansans are located in 
the Capitol hnd provide details of 
Arkansans who have served at 
Washingt î.

Mrs. Sheila Anthony is looking 
into the possibility of applying to

search S e rv ic e , the VA 
announced.

Dr. Uzman, a Fort Smith na­
tive, graduated from the Univer­
sity of Arkansas with a bachelor’s 
of science degree in 1942 and re­
ceived her master’s at Washing­
ton University at St. Louis.

★  ★  ★
’Two Des Arc farmers, Harvey 

Sanner and Jim Pugh, were at 
Washington last week and both 
were angry about what they con­
sidered exaggerated government 
estimates of damage on the Capi­
tol Mall caused by tractors during 
last month’s farm protest.

For example, Sanner noted that 
the National Park Service esti­
mated it would cost $110,000 to 
repair gravel walkways on the 
mall. I

“I could have taken a hoe and 
shovel and fixed that in 30 min-' 
utes,” Sanner said.

Small groups of farmers will 
continue visiting Washington this 
year, pursuing farmers’ requests 
for a fair price for their crops.

Sanner reported that the na­
tional organizers of the American 
Agriculture movement will meet 
at Little Rock next month. Arkan­
sans hope the group may endorse 
a bill introduced by Bumpers and 
Pryor to' raise loan levels and in­
crease the pay back period.
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Now You See . . . Now You Don't

The Two Faces Of The 
American Soybean Association

Written by soybean farmer, 
Harvey Joe Sanner

As a member of the Arkan 
sas. Soybean Association I 
attend^ the annual meeting 
held Tuesday, December 20, 
in West Memphis, Ark.
The first order of business 

was the reading of the reso­
lutions prepared the preced­
ing day by the resolutions 
committee. There were five 
pages of resolutions that do 
not mention net farm in­
come. Yet this great advo­
cate of the “ free market” 
has in these resolutions beg­
ged for government monies, 
your tax dollars, no less 

, than five times. It’s very 
obvious that when A.S.A. 
says “ get the government 
out of agriculture,”  they 
really mean they want them 
in for everyone else but the 
farmer.
They are very supportive 

of efforts to increase pro­
duction, increase exports 
while adamantly opposing 
any effort by farmers to 
improve price. To loan your 
tax dollars to a foreign gov­
ernment that may never 
pay it back while opposing 
higher loan rates to Ameri­
can farmers (who have al­
ways repaid, with interest), 
shows a disregard for farm 
income.
I questioned the chairman 

as to why the Arkansas 
delegates did not vote the 
wishes of the membership in 
Nashville, Tn., last August.
I got no answer.
When you view what has 

happen^ to net farm in­
come while exports have 
increased 800 percent, it be­
comes easy to see who has 
benefitted from A.S.A. pol­
icy. To see why grain com­
panies and processors have 
been served at farmer ex­
pense one only has to read 
the A.S.A. financial report. 
The American Soybean As­
sociation received $347,415 * 
through memberships. 
Member services, such as 
update mailouts, totaled 
$439,306. This represents a 
$91,891 deficit. With a staff 
in St. Louis, a Washington, 
D.C. office, plus state of­
fices to maintain, it’s ohvi-

who influence legislation 
are paid by the United 
States Department of Agri­
culture (USDA) or foreign 
governmt.'ts.

I asked, “ What is a third 
party cooperatoi? There 
was no answer.

No intelligent thinking per­
son would deny the need for 
A.S.A.’s work in market de­
velopment and research, 
but they should stay in that 
realm. With a consistent 
record of failure in regard 
to net farm income vs. gross 
farm income, they should 
offer to withdraw from the 
political arena. There is a 
danger in continuing to let

the grain trade finance an 
organization that purports 
to speak for farmers.
The benefits to farmers by 

a change in A.S.A. policy 
could be invaluable. I, as an 
A.S.A. member, am ready 
for us to quit our whining 
and begging for finances 
and start a program to unite 
farmers so that they can 
work together to improve 
their livelihood.
When net farm income be-: 

comes the nmnber one goal 
of A.S.A. then it will deserve 
the support of producers. 
Until this occurs A.S.A. will 
continue to be a problem 
instead of a part of the 
solution.

GDIS CHAPMAN and Jim
Dupree, national delegates 
for the AAM A, are speak­
ers at the fish supper 
meeting, sponsored by the 
Des Arc AAM A Chapter, 
tonight (Thursday) at the 
elementary school cafetor- 

. ium. All farmers and farm- 

. related businessmen are 

. invited.

Lewis To Speak 
At Jonesboro 
AAMA Meeting
Plans are being made by 

several local AAMA farm­
ers to attend a meeting 
Saturday night at Jonesboro 
to hear J. C. Lewis of Guy- 
man. Okla., farmer and 
AAMA member.
Lewis, who will speak Fri­

day night at McGehee High 
School, will discuss the Tri- 
Lateral Commission, its 
members, and objectives, 
which are, Lewis says, for a 
world government.

Lewis will discuss the ob­
jectives of the Tri-Lateral 
Commission, who they are. 
Commission, its members, 
and its objectives.
The local AAMA office will 

have tickets available at 
$5.00 each (does not include 
meal). If you are interest in 
going, call the Des Arc 
AAMA Chapter office.



Des Arc AAM 
Spokesman Protests 
News Reports

Harvey Joe Sanner, spokesman for the Des 
Arc Chapter of American Agriculture Move­
ment, said this week he would like to let local 
people know how things really are concerning 
some reports in the news media recently.

Sanner protested reports that costs of re­
storation and repairs to the Capitol Mall in 
Washington, D. C. would cost $2,000,000 and 
said “ it’s preposterous.”  Reports that the mall 
would have to be resodded are ridiculous; “ the 
reports are highly exaggerated and untrue.”  
Sanner stated that the mall area where the 
farmers spent most of the three weeks in 
Washington, was frozen with temperatures 
ranging in the 20’s to zero and snow. With those 
conditions, the tractors and other vehicles could 
not have dug up the ground.

Estimates, he said, included overtime for 
policemen on duty, vehicles rented to block 
farmers inside the mall area.

Sanner also said charges that some farmers’ 
actions were violent was also untrue. “Some of 
the policemen on duty just over-reacted,” 
Sanner stated.

“It was not our idea to park in the mall area,” 
the spokesman went on, “but we were directed 
to park in this area to attend the rally being held 
at the Capitol steps, and when we returned to 
our vechicles, we found all openings to the mall 
blocked by police,” Sanner added.

When asked “ what have you accomplish­
ed,”  the AAM spokesman repli^, “ The trip was 
not a total waste; it opened some eyes and some 
doors which we must keep open until a new 
farm bill is written.”  Sanner said he also 
objected to terms used in some news media that 
the farmers were asking for subsidies. “ We are 
not asking for any subsidies,”  he said, and 
continued, “ we are just asking for a fair price 
out of the markets, markets that are manipulat­
ed by untimely USDA reports.”

The spokesman said the local AAM extend- 
; ed thanks to many people who have supported 

them during the recent weeks including Mrs. 
Sally DeVore, who furnished a huge box of 
peanuts for the group; Mrs. Elsie Minton, for a 
cake; Bob Norman, for the use of his trailer for 
returning tractors; Raymond (Chip) Calhoun, 
Jr., who furnished a truck and driver to bring 
tractors home; and to R. V. Weatherley, for the 
use of his motor home.

A truck and trailer is enroute back to Des Arc 
this week from Washington with tractors be­
longing to Harvey Joe Sanner and Mark 
Calhoun of Des Arc, and one used by the Hazen 
Chapter.

Unless Encroachments Are Stemmed,
Free Enterprise Ends . . .

The following poem was written by Colonel 
Fred Stein, America’s Heritage Poet, Poet 
Laureate of Rockford, 111., who came to Wash­
ington and read this original poem at a rally of 
farmers in Washington recently:
In these days of Inflation, Contention, and Clout 

Leverage is oft what it’s all about;
Let’s each back the other, the American Way, 

(An Honest Day’s Work for an Honest Day’s 
Pay).
Many cry: “Give us this Day our Daily Loot,” 

Though their honor and record 
do many dispute;

While our Farmers, our Ranchers, and our 
Dairymen, too.

Give “Value Received” and help see us 
through.
So, let’s haU our Men of Livestock and soil, 

‘Tis their wholesome efforts that famines foil; 
True to Free Enterprise, they rate reward.

But with lack of Appreciation, little is scored. 
At last, indignantly, the Worthy must march; 

“Throw down the Gauntlet” and now 
prove their “starch” .

So, dear Farmers and Ranchers, 
and dairymen, too.

Let’s hope now your “guts” will at last 
see you through!
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A.A.M.A.Activities
The Des Arc office of Ar­

kansas Agriculture Move­
ment Association was used 
recently to review the Re­
source Conservation Act. 
The meeting was held joint­
ly by the Soil Conservation 
Service, Agricultural Stabil­
ization Conservation Ser­
vice, Prairie County Ex­
tension Service and the 
Farmers Home Administra­
tion. The 1977 Clean Water 
Act has mandated that cer­
tain environmental require­
ments be met on our farms. 
The Resource Conservation 
Act only spells out the areas 
considered most important 
by a cross section of Ameri­
cans.
A slide presentation 

showed how we are to be 
forced into these programs 
whether we like it or not. 
You have probably heard 
about some of the local 
farmers being threatened 
with heavy fines and their 
drainage work halted by the 
Corps of Engineers. This 
has been just a tip of an 
iceberg yet to come down on 
us. The kind of crops you 
plant, how long you hold 
rainwater on your farm be­
fore releasing it, the kind of 
chemical you will be allow­
ed to use, if allowed at all, 
are just a few of the things 
some bureaucrat will be 
telling you to do.
The purpose of these meet­

ings being held all over the 
U.S. is to give everyone 
input as to how the pro­
grams should be carried 
out. It is very important 
that farmers send in their 
comments, March 28 is the 
deadline. We have drafted a 
letter and made copies that 
are available at the Des Arc 
office along with the ad­
dress where they are to be

sent.
This is only a sample let­

ter, you can write your own, 
add to it, or send it like it is. 
The input we have now can 
have a role in how we are 
affected. You can bet the 
environmentalists are going 
to get their comments in. 
One thing we noted in the 
slides, we have been classed 
as “ land users”  not land- 
owners nor farmers but 
“ land users” . According to 
EPA, they own the land, we 
only make it productive and 
pay taxes on it. Have we 
lost control of our own land? 
Stop by the AAMA office for 
more details and literature.
It would have been much 

simpler to have stopped this 
nonsense before it was writ­
ten into law, but then we 
weren’t tending to our busi­
ness.
Where were you Farm 

Bureau? Oh well, when you 
are prim arily concerned 
with the sale of tires, batter­
ies, insurance, running 
travel agencies, oil wells, 
and who knows what else, 
you can’t be expected to 
lookout for the farmer’s 
interests.
John Naill HI of Biscoe, 

P ra irie  County’s Farm 
Bureau President, was con­
tacted and asked if the 
Pra irie  County Farm 
Bureau agreed with the Na­
tional Farm Bureau in re­
gard to loan rates. We were 
disappointed to find out that 
they are in almost complete 
agreement. Farm Bureau 
is doing a much better job of 
lobbying for U.S.D.A. than 
they are for farmers. They 
uphold the out-of-date phil­
osophy of low loan rates 
with deficiency payments -  
something U.S.D.A. sees as 
the answer to farmer prob­

lems.
How a “ farm organiza­

tion”  can endorse such poli­
cies when you can see what 
has happened to farm debts 
and farm income, make it 
very evident who they are 
representing.
Did you ever notice how 

the Farm Bureau testimony 
in Washington almost never 
makes the local papers? 
There has been a book 
placed in the Des Arc Li­
brary called Dollar Harvest 
that explains Farm Bur­
eau’s birth and its activities. 
A ll farmers, especially 
members of the Farm 
Bureau, should read this 
book which will explain 
where Farm Bureau’s real 
interests lie.
Inquiries are being made 

about possible legislation to 
have the word “ Farm”  re­
moved from Farm Bureau. 
A tire and insurance com­
pany shouldn’t imply that 
farmers come first.
Only the farmer members 

can turn the “ Bureau”  
around to represent produc­
tion agriculture. To our 
friends in the Bureau: You 
have your work cut out for 
you!
John Stephens, former em­

ployee of the American Soy­
bean Association, was con­
tacted by this office this 
week. We wanted to let 
Stephens know that we ac­
knowledge and appreciate 
the work he and ASA has 
done in market development 
in the past.
Our main concern is that it 

is past, and we have the 
markets; but government 
policies restrict access to 
these markets: and if it is to 
spend money to develop 
markets that can be closed 
with the stroke of a pen.

then why bother?
Where ASA is at fault is in 

that during these disrup­
tions they offer support to 
every segment except the 
producer. Lobbying for low­
er prices supports everyone 
but the producer. Therefore, 
it shouldn’t call itself a 
producer organization.
No commodity organiza­

tion has the right to inter­
fere in the pricing of our 
commodities in the name of 
market development. If a 
market can’t be developed, 
with producer funds, with-

33 bu.
X$4.80

$158.40

Net loss equals $21.60 per 
acre with no production cost 
increase added.
In another article, Dan 

Lamberth, President of Ar­
kansas Soybean Associa­
tion, who also happens to be 
Vice President of Hartz 
Seed Co. of Stuttgart, said 
he believed the free market 
forces were the solutions to 
our problems. Lamberth 
evidently has read the pa­
pers. We have an embargo 
against the U.S.S.R. and 
any informed persons knows 
that U.S.D.A. places limits 
on foreign purchases. We 
have, in reality, been under 
a type of embargo for some­
time. How anyone can  ̂say 
that we have a free market 
is beyond belief!
One of ASA’S proposals 

was increased funding for 
the Foreign Agriculture Ser­
vice. Another was an ex­
pansion of the Commodity 
Credit Corporation export 
credit program.
How our own organization 

can propose C.C.C. loans to 
foreign governments but 
deny the American farmer a 
realistic loan from the same 
agency, is almost beyond 
comprehension!
The ASA also proposed 

loans to foreign govern-



By Des Arc Chapter 
Spokesman

out the producer receiving a 
profit, then abandon it.
As for spending check-off 

money for research to in­
crease yields, Why? We 
can’t realize a profit on 
what we are producing now. 
A supposed surplus has 
ruined our market, so in­
creased yields would only 
mean lower profit with an 
increase in production costs, 
with less profit. A ten 
percent increase in yields 
would probably mean as 
much as a 20 percent drop in 
price.

per acre 30 bu. per acre 
per acre X $6.00 per acre

per acre $180.00 per acre

ments for building grain 
handling facilities. If this 
much effort was put forth 
for handling and storage 
systems for the American 
farmers, the benefits would 
be more direct and enjoyed 
here at home where they 
are needed.
Requesting your soybean 

promotion money back is a 
form of protest as well as 
being useful income. When 
you have marketed 15,000 
bushels, you have spent 
$150.00. This will pay your 
dues in AAMA, the only 
organization totally commit­
ted to the production side of 
agriculture, not buyers, 
shippers, and millers.
The need for agriculture to 

speak with one voice has 
never been greater. This is 
evident after looking at the 
dairy industry. They are 
consistently receiving a 
higher rate of parity than 
most commodities. So, the 
quicker we turn our own 
organizations around and 
get them back on track 
supporting the producers, 
the quicker we will see the 
benefits.
We, at AAMA, are always 

open to suggestions as to 
how this might be done.

Local Spokesman, AAMA

AAMA Office 
Serving Supper 
For Members

The Des Arc office of the 
American Agriculture Move­
ment Association will sponsor 
a free barbecue supper for 
their members, associate 
members and their families 
Thursday, April 5, at the Des 
Arc Elementary School Cafe- 
torium.

The highlight of the evening 
will be a talk by Odis Chap­
man, AAMA leader of Scott, 
Ark., guest speaker. Chapman 
will discuss the activities of 

*AAMA and accomplishments.
Local members of the AAMA 

on a recent trip to Washington, 
took pictures of the Capitol 
Mall which has been described 
as desecrated by the farmers 
march on Washington earlier 
this year.

Serving will begin at 7 p. m. 
and all members, associates, 
and their families are urged to 
attend.

Chapman On TV Program
Odis Chapman, Arkansas’ 

recognized AAMA leader, will 
appear on Channel l l ’s “ Issues 
For Action” program Sunday, 
April 1, starting at 12:30 p. m. 
and invites everyone to listen 
in.

AAM Groups
Announcing
Gatherings

Des Arc and Hazen chap­
ters of Arkansas Agriculture 
Movement Association plan­
ned large meetings to attract 
more than 500 Arkansas 
farmers to special programs 
Thursday and Friday nights 
with a continuing series of 
meeting.' for A A M  in various 
communities in coming 
weeks.

Next meetings are at 
Blytheville and the 
Mississippi Chapter’s special 
meeting at Cotton Bowl Tech 
in Burdette, AR. January 24; 
followed by a special meeting 
at Brinkley January 25; and 
special meetings at Newport 
January 26; McGehee 
February 2; Beebe, February 
8 and 15.

Programs for the various 
meetings are announced in 
Grass-Roots News as they 
are made available.

i

% >

; ‘j u i



16A— Arkansas Democrat— Sunday, A pril 8, 1979

Disgruntled farmers
s to organize, gain 

political clout, listed
By JULIE KOPPEN

DEMOCRAT STAFF WRITER

In an effort to gain more 
political power on Capitol Hill in 
Washington, nearly 250 farmers 
from 44 states have gathered at 
Little Rock this weekend for a two- 
day meeting to lay the groundwork 
for a national Am erican  
Agriculture Movement.

Many of the same farmers who 
marched across the country to 
camp on legislators’ doorsteps in 
Washington D.C. in January 
expressed the same concerns they 
did four months ago.

The family farmer in America 
can’t survive under present federal 
legislation, they said.

At the State Fairgrounds 
Saturday the group listened to 
several presentations by lawyers, a 
lobbyist and public relations 
personnel on how to set up a 
powerful organization.

The presentations were made by 
persons not currently related to the 
farmers’ movement. They told the 
farmers that their ideas were just 
suggestions. They all said they 
would like to be considered for the 
services they outlined as essential 
to the organization.

George McNeely, secretary- 
treasurer of the Arkansas 
Agricu ltural Movement 
Association, said the farmers would 
form committees to discuss the 
details of̂  a national organization, 
and will finalize a draft of the 
organizational plans during their 
meeting Sunday.

Then, each of the delegates

representing the 44 states will go 
back to their state organizations 
and present the plan. The group will 
meet again soon . and vote on 
whether to form the national 
organization, McNeely said.

“ If we don’t get our act 
together, we aren’t going to 
survive,’’ Tommy Kersey, a 
Georgia farmer and movement 
organizer, told the group. “ We’re 
the last frontier of fam ily  
ownership.”

Kersey said he was “naive 
enough in the beginning to think all 
we had to do was go to Washington, 
D.C., and tell the truth.” He said his 
parents, his preacher and his 
friends had told him that was all he 
had to do, “but evidently they’ve 
never been to Washington” — a 
statement met by loud applause.

“If we could just show ’em we 
were together one time, just one 
time, we’d scare ’em to death,” 
Kersey said.

G arry  M orrow , who was 
identified as a professional lobbyist 
from Austin, Texas, told the group 
that politicians make fun of “hobby 
lobbyists.”

“ Y ou ’d better get some 
professionals, because your 
enemies have got professionals,” he 
said.

Morrow briefly outlined the role 
of a salaried lobbyist for a two-year 
effort. He said a lobbyist would do 
the group’s research, contribute to 
selective political campaigns, 
pinpoint the pressure points of the 
“swing guys” (congressmen who 
have been tallied as voting both

Farmers of
ways on farm issues) and organize 
lobbying on key issues.

“You’ve got to hit them hard 
after August,” Moore said. “We’ve 
got to make our issues the big issues 
in the next presidential campaign.” 

Roy Spence, an associate of a 
Texas public relations firm, told the 
farmers that the politicians, the 
“ honey-money boys’’ and the 
corporations were reading the 
farmers’ “book,” and it was now 
time for the farmers to read their’s 
(the politicians.) It is entitled,
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mm

m

W M

{['v
■ f f S t " : -

r̂: '-'•<[yr '■■■'.■■

I ®

th^ American Agriculture Movement listen to Tommy Kersey of Georgia
DemoPhoto by James Allison

“money, power and clout and most 
of the time doesn’t have a damn 
thing to do with conscience,’’ 
Spence said.”

They’re called opinion polls, he 
said, and then outlined how his firm 
could conduct such polls to use as 
“weapons” in the farmers’ battle.

Don Morrow, a Texas lawyer, 
presented a sample draft of 
organization by-laws for the group 
to consider.

The proposed by-laws called for 
a permanent office in Morrow’s law 
firm, if the group should choose that

firm. The proposal also set up 
national headquarters in 
Washington, D.C., and state offices 
for each member state.

Morrow set the minimum 
amount of annual dues at $200 per 
person, but said the group might 
consider making them even higher 
than that — possibly as high as $400 
per year.

Each member state would elect 
one delegate to sit on the national 
board of directors, and officers 
would be elected. Morrow said. By 
initiating a mail membership drive.

the group may get 30,000 members 
within the first six months, he said.

Kersey stressed that the 
farmers do not have the money or 
the authority under the present set­
up to hire any of the persons who 
made presentations.

A tentative $6 million budget 
was presented to the farmers as a 
sample of how they could set up the 
organization’s budget. The budget 
projections were based on 35 state 
offices in 1979 with each state 
having a minimum of 500 members.



How ya gonna keep ’em
■■ My M en d  Harvey Joe Sanner 
!6f Des Arc, who could sell 

' icemakers in Siberia, dropped  
by the office one day recently to 
tell me I’ve been missing the 
point.

M Y PROBLEM, Harvey Joe 
says, is that I emphasize the sec­
ondary aspects of farming -  
fighting o ff weeds in fields and 
pastures, keeping animals out of 
the sick pen and so on -  and 
overlook the dilemma of our 
shrinking agricultural base.

Maybe Harvey Joe has a 
■ point, but I perceive it as merely 
a difference in perspective.

The shrinking agricultural 
base is serious; farmers are get­
ting out o f farming for many rea­
sons, but mostly because they 
can no longer make a profit at it

But I prefer solutions, explor­
ing avenues that can help the 
farmer make a profit, such as 
fighting off weeds in the fields 
and keeping animals out of the 
sick pen.
. Be that as it may, there is lit­
tle doubt that the United States 
could someday be short o f farm­
ers.

Census Bureau figures show a 
fiill 25 percent of farm residents 
these days are at least 55 years

FROM THE GROUND UP

Sandy 
Miller Hays

old, and half are over with 
the median age settling in at 36 
years.

NOW, W ITH  38 less than a 
decade away, I ’m not about to 
say that’s on the downhill side of 
life. But today’s median farm age 
is quite a switch ffom 1920, when 
more than two out of three 
Am erican farmers were under 
the age o f 35.

Farm  families are simply get­
ting older. According to the Cen­
sus Bureau, only 45 percent of 
farm families have any children  
under 18 years of age, compared 
with 55 percent among non-farm  
families, while more than one in 
four farm families have at least 
one member aged 65 or older, 
compared with 18 percent of 
non-farm families.

The question is, who w ill farm  
the land in the ftiture? The cur­
rent crop o f farmers won’t live 
forever, and there is precious 
little incentive these days to 
draw youngsters away from the

U .S . fa rm  p o p u U
As a percentage of 1980 $tat

□  0 to 1.9 porcont □  2 to 3.9

COLO.'
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promising fields o f business, 
medicine or law  and back to the 
farm.

FARM  L IF E  w ill always offer 
certain priceless intangibles: a 
feeling of independence and a 
lifestyle which many farmers 
perceive as being more closely

Plans Continue 
For August 26 
A.A.M. Rally

A spokesman at Des Arc said 
this week that preparations are 
continuing for the August 26 
American Agriculture Move­
ment Rally to be held at Village 
Creek State Park near Wynne 
starting at 8 a. m.

Arkansas Senators, Con­
gressmen, and candidates will 
be among those attending. Con-, 
gressman Bill Alexander, 1st 
District Congressman, has 
been chosen to be the House 
representative at the SALT 
talks that week but has said 
that he will send an aide to 
represent him at the rally if he 
is unable to attend.

“ Remember, this can be a 
family outing; wives and chil­
dren are welcome at the state­
wide rally,”  the local spokes­
man said.

' 1
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down on the farm? Money!

aligned with Nature, for exam­
ple.

But it’s hard to bank those as­
sets, while farming as it stands 
all too often offers too little that 
can  be banked.

Although real income for non­
farm families fell 5 percent be­

tween 1979 and 1980, £e rm fami­
lies’ buying power shrj :ik by 15 
percent. The median income for 
farm families in 1980 \ 'as only 
$15,800, and an appallin,,; 30 per­
cent of farm families earned less 
than $10,000 that yec r. while 
their city cousins enjoj 2d a me­
dian family income of $ 1,200.

Back in 1900, the Cimsus Bu­
reau says, 40 percent of Am eri­
cans lived on the farm, ;mt these 
days only one person in 38 goes 
home to a farm.

FARMERS AREN’T  yet as
scarce as hens’ teeth, b’. t they’re 
headed in that direction. Only 
five years ago, the Uni'ed States 
had 2.44 million far ners; al­
ready the figure has dr opped to 
2.37 million. Arkansas ilone has 
reportedly lost a thous tiid farms 
in the last year.

I can’t come up wiU<. a solu­
tion for this problem, 1 ut I can 
think of some things tl at would 
ease the situation. For example, 
it would help if  the fi . m econ­
omy picked up enough that 
today’s impressionable young­
sters who might be tomorrow’s 
farmers weren’t regularly sub­
jected to seeing their experi­
enced elders struggle and some­
times lose what little they have

left.
★  ★  ★

Speaking of losses, Arkansas 
suffered a severe one last Sun­
day with the death of Robert P. 
Lewis of Scott, one of this state’s 
leading lights in soil conserva­
tion efforts.

In case you missed knowing 
Bob -  and you missed a lot, I 
can tell you -  he was president 
of the Arkansas Association of 
Conservation Districts and a 
member or board member of the 
National Association of Conser­
vation Districts and the Pulaski 
(County) Conservation District, 
as well as a handful of other 
groups of similar interests.

You probably have surmised 
that Bob Lewis was interested in 
saving the earth. Bob was always 
a ready source of sensitive but 
not sentimental comments about 
the importance of the annual 
“Soil Stewardship Week” cele­
bration, which was pretty appro­
priate since Bob seemed to per­
sonify what a steward of the soil 
should be.

Bob Lewis and I were of a 
similar mind in at least one re­
spect; Bob was interested in so­
lutions. He understood the prob­
lems, of course, but his approach 
was “What can we do?” rather 
than “What w ill we do?”

SURPRISINGLY, Bob was not 
a native Arkansan. He was bom  
in Covington, Ky., and came to 
Arkansas in the late 1950s to be­
come a farmer.

But Bob’s efibrts in soil and 
water conservation have directly 
or indirectly benefited every A r­
kansan, and every Arkansan, 
whether rural resident or city 
dweller, shares the loss in hav­
ing been robbed by Bob’s death 
of all the good things he didn’t 
get the time to do.
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Second Annual AAfA Fly-In Well Attended In Wash., D. C.
The second annual Ameri­

can Agriculture Movement 
Fly-in began April 26 and 
was well attended by farm­
ers, agri-businessmen, and 
rural bankers from across 
the nation.
The reason AAM originat­

ed this program was to give 
key government officials an 
opportunity to hear tractor 
dealer's, fertilizer compan­
ies, rural bankers, relate 
the effects a depressed agri­
culture is having on their 
businesses.
Two farmers, Bettis Camp­

bell and Harve Joe Banner, 
along with Paul Gaines, Des 
Arc implement dealer, at­
tended three days of meet­
ing with government offici­
als and politicians. One im­
portant and significant thing 
about this trip, a spokesman 
said, was the cooperation 
and support from local agri­
businesses who paid ex­
penses for the three men 
who represented them as 
they were unable to attend 
themselves. This type of 
positive action is what AAM 
has had as its philosophy

and interest rates only add 
to their cost and is passed 
on whenever possible. In the 
case of farmers, this hasn’t 
been possible. TTie bankers 
got a first-hand look at what 
we farmers have been tell­
ing them for three years; 
that people in government 
are too far removed from 
our problems to understand. 
Tuesday morning. Bill Al­

exander, chief deputy ma­
jority whip, and our soon-to- 
be 2nd District Congress­
man, addressed us at a 
breakfast meeting in the 
capitol. This meeting also 
overflowed and some people 
had to be turned away.
Mr. Alexander, it seems, is 

placing more emphasis on 
agriculture than he has in 
the past. He recently hired 
Ron Deaton, who has spent 
some time in the Foreign 
Agriculture Service, and 
who has a farm background 
and is currently working for 
both Congressman Beryl 
Anthony as well as Alexan­
der. Bill Miles is Alexan­
der’s ag aide, who, also, has 
been most helpful and we

had to liquidate herds; so, 
therefore, there should have 
been more meat available? 
Mr. Hamilton had some 
questions he couldn’t an­
swer.
Tuesday evening, Charles 

Hertzberg of the Small Busi­
ness Administration, told us 
some of SBA’s problems; 
why the recent freeze and 
what their role would be in 
the future. Hertzberg said 
SBA was never intended to 
be in agricultural lending 
and was not equipped to 
handle it. The drou^t push­
ed them into it - with not 
enough funds and not 
enough manpower. He said 
there was a 2 billion dollar 
appropriation and by March 
of 1981, one billion was al­
ready loaned with another 
billion in applications in the 
offices. He said “ it is appar­
ent we are going to run out 
of money before the fiscal 
year is anywhere near being 
over.”

All loans were frozen to 
re-evaluate and see how 
they could make the re­
mainder of their money go

make FHA more responsive 
and keep it in line with its 
original goals.
When we arrived in Wash­

ington, we received a sum­
mary of the Administra­
tion’s Farm Bill; so, we had 
time to study it before meet­
ing with Mr. Block. 
Secretary Block addressed 

us and outlined some of the 
proposed bill. Marvin Meek 
says John Block’s heart is in 
the right place, and this is 
probably true. However, 
what the Administration is 
having him push as a Farm 
Bill is an insult to the inte­
grity of the American farm­
er. Their proposal is nothing 
but a repeat of what we 
have had in the past - with, 
possible worse effects. The 
approach hasn’t worked and 
it’s not going to work.
The whole approach is bas­

ed on a trickle down effect 
and no income injected at 
the bottom end of the econo­
my where, we. as producers

are. The Administration 
feels: if you get interest 
rates and inflation under 
control, agriculture will 
once again become healthy.
A.A.M. has repeatedly 

said: inflation is a serious 
problem but without a fair 
price for what we produce, 
we are still in trouble. If, by 
some miracle, inflation was 
stopped today, with $1.10 
fuel and $7.00 soybeans, you 
haven’t solved the problem.
Any farmer who thinks 

what Mr. Reagan is propos­
ing as a farm bill is going to 
help farmers needs to ex­
plain how, because the ag 
aides in W.D.C. say it’s the 
same old thing and will not 
work. We are hopeful we 
have educated enough of the 
Congress that some alterna­
tives will be presented and 
become law.
While in D. C., the Des Arc 

men met with Senator Dale 
Bumpers, Senator David 
Pryor, and Congressmen

Ed Bethune, Beryl Anthony, 
and Bill Alexander. They all 
know our feelings about 
farm legislation and are 
working with us to find 
some realistic alternatives 
to the administration’s bill.
Senator Pryor is on the 

Senate Ag Committee and is 
aware of the problems and 
knows that we can expect 
more of the same with what 
has been proposed. He will 
introduce legislation or 
amendments to bills in the 
markup process that will 
put more emphasis on pro­
ducers.
This trip reaffirms our be­

lief that if we don’t do the 
job ourselves, it won’t get 
done.
A.A.M. is the only producer 

organization representing 
all of production agricul­
ture.

Des Arc Chapter 
American Agriculture 

Movement of Arkansas
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DES ARC AAMA CHAPTER LEADERS: Left to right: Jimmy Holloway, Harvey Joe Sanner, Jimmy 
Flanagan, Donald DeVore, V. O. Calhoun, Jr., and Jim Tate, Des Arc Chapter directors.

AAMA Meeting- 
Continued
to a cause, without financial 
help from the farmers, he is 
representing, that speaks 
highly of this movement as 
well as him.”
“ Odis Chapman has a dedi­

cation to agriculture,”  San­
ner said, “ that is beyong 
belief: 300 meetings, ap­
proximately 20 trips to 
Washington, D. C.; he has 
testified nine times before 
the House and Senate Agri­
culture Committee Hear­
ings.”  Sanner said, every 
farmer in America owes a 
debt of gratitude to this 
man. Because of Chapman’s 
honesty and sincerity, he is 
recognized as a qualified 
spokesman for the produc­
ing farmer, Sanner added.
“ When people have the 

commitment that both Jim

CHAPMAN AND DUPREE ANSWER QUESTIONS: Odis Chapman and Jim Dupree, 
center, spend time answering questions and discussing problems at AAMA meeting 
Thursday night. (The flag prominently displayed in background was flown all the way to 
Washington on tractor from Des Arc last February. A little frayed, it still has much 
significance for local farmers who made the trip)



and Odis have, it makes our 
own sacrifices seem insigni­
ficant,”  Sanner said, and 
he commented on the matter 
of dues that has caused quite 
a controversy. “ This is a 
small price to pay for the 
good these men have done 
for all of us,”  he empha­
sized.

Setting of Dues 
The AAM spokesman said 

that several months of dis­
cussion went into the setting 
of dues. There were hours 
and hours of argument and 
suggested amounts ranged 
from $10 to $1,000. The final 
Vote was for $150 per year. 
This amount is needed, they 
said, to operate a state of­
fice and lend support to a 
national organization. It was 
felt that $150 would not im- 
'pose a hardship on anyone 
with the size of today’s 
farming operations. Sanner 
said, “ When a man knows 
AAM has done so much for 
agriculture and still feels 
that $150 is too much, he 
doesn’t think much of his 
way of life. Anyone who 
won’t admit or can’t see the 
good that AAM has done, an 
can do, either isn’t looking 
or is not being honest with 
himself.”  He added, “ The 
farmer whose dues will jeo­
pardize his livelihood needs 
AAM more than any farm­
er.”
“ The dues probably will be 

the best investment a farm­
er will make this year when 
you consider this is the last 
year under the 1977 farm 
bill. Time is running out for 
us to have input into the new 
farm bill - the bill that will 
control out destiny for the 
next four years beginning in 
1981. If there ever was a 
time we need unity in agri­
culture, it is now,”  he stat­

ed.
All farmers and those in 

farm-related business (de­
riving all income from farm­
ers) are being asked to pay 
$150 per year dues; other 
businesses, such as grocery 
stores, etc., are asked to pay 
$35 for membership in 
AAMA. Of this, $10 pays for 
a subscription to the AAMA 
publication. Grass Roots, 
and $25 stays in the local 
treasury to support lobbying 
to influence farm legisla­
tion.

Other Speakers
Other speakers at Thurs­

day night’s meeting were 
Representative Bobby- Glo- ■ 
ver, who spoke of his at­
tempts to protect the farnier' 
from unrealistic property a- ̂  
sessments. Rep. Glover was 
complimented highly by all 
AAM speakers for his work 
the past weeks in the House.
Jack Cothran of Wynne, 

State AAM president; De­
loss McKnight, national AM 
secretary, Wynne farmer 
and attorney; and Will Fe- 
land. Senator Pryor’s ag 
aide, all spoke on the accom­
plishments of the AAM and 
the merits of the organi­
zation.
Feland commented on the 

reaction of the leaders in 
Washington concerning the 
embargo, who said, “ we had 
better do something for the 
farmers or they will be com­
ing up here.”
Dupree, a native of Eng­

land, who told about his 
trips to Des Arc to play 
baseball 30 years ago, who is 
very profound in his com­
ments said, “ One very im­
portant thing has been ac­
complished through AAM 
and that is that the farmer is 
now looking after his busi­
ness and is not leaving it up

to someone in Washington 
who knows nothing about the 
farmers’ problems. The far­
mer has been educated and 
knows what is going on in 
Washington where he is con­
cerned and the farmer is 
now being represented as he 
should be - by farmers.”

Local AAM Group 
Attend State Meetings

Des Arc AAMA Chapter 
members have met in Little 
Rriok rf'f’pntlv with .Senator
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Jan. 15, and last Friday 
Sanner, Flanagan, Donald 
DeVore, Jimmy Hamilton of 
Griffithville, Willie Joe Pat­
terson, Weatherley, and An­
dy Madar met with Pryor 
and Jim Webster, assistant 
secretary of agriculture. 
They were told that farmers 
would not suffer all the loss 
from the embargo but they 
were not clear on just how 
this would be done.

Harvey Joe Sanner, local 
AAMA leader, prepares fish 
for farmers and townspeo­
ple at Ag building here Wed­
nesday at noon. (They’re 
laughing, but they were eat­
ing!



(The following appeared in the Springdale News, Feb. 5, 1979)

Arkansas Farmers: 'It's Like Going
By ERIC RUFF  

NEWS Washington Bureau
WASHINGTON—For the handful of fanners from Des Arc, Ark. (pop. 1,714), who 

have been camped out nearly a week on a wooded Civil War battlefield, today draws a 
close to anxious days of anticipation.

The tractorcade onslaught began before oawn, and by morning rush hour some
2.000 grunting tractors had snarled trafQc and blockaded the Agriculture Depart­
ment. Motorists waited for hours to cross the Potomac River bridges feeding into the 
nation’s capital.

“As far as I ’m concerned this is like going off to war,’’ said Rick Branham, a Des 
Arc farmer who lost about $40,000 last year.

Standing outside information headquarters for the Bull Run Regional Park, there is 
real emotion in his voice. From under his soiled red cap he recalls, “In 1973 we had a 
real good year and I could walk into a place and say, ‘Hey, I ’m a farmer. I’m proud 
to be here.’

“Now I go in and say, ‘Gosh, I hope they don’t know I ’m a farmer.’’’
Branham, who said he wanted to get married “but flat can’t afford to,’’ will be one 

of thousand of American Agriculture Movement members to storm Capitol Hill 
demanding 90 percent parity.

Parity is the level at which farm product prices stay even with production costs, 
thus ensuring the farmer a constant standard of living.

From Branham’s friend, John Prislovsky, came a sullen account of day-to-day life. 
“It’s kinda hard to drive though town when you owe so many people. You feel pretty' 
bad...”

Similar words were uttered by Mark Calhoun, a 20-year-old farmer who probably 
won’t need a shaving razor for another year or two. He currently rents 1,000 acres 
from his father and owes about $400,000.

“Owing that much money don’t make you sleep at n i^ t ,” Calhoun said, with nods 
of agreement coming from his fellow Des Arc companions.

“You don’t know when you’re going to pay them back,” he continued. “That’s 
what’s so bad.”

Alongside the red-capped Branham stood Pat Skarda, another Des Arc farmer here 
to carry the word for 90 percent parity.

As a blustery afternoon wind brought a chill to the weekend day, Skarda said, “I ’m 
a little different from these fellas because I made money. But I’m here anyway 
because when these guys are in trouble I know I ’m not that far behind.”

Skarda inherited his farm from his father, v^o died a year ago. With his hands dug 
into his back pocket the 24-year-old told how his father had planned ahead for his 
death, allowing the Skrada family to pay $250,000 in inheritance taxes.

“The minute he died I couldn’t grieve b ^ u s e  I had to worry about losing the 
farm,” Skarda said. “ I ’m asking you, is that right?”

off to War'
Of the group, Skarda was the only farmer owning the land he planted. The others 

rent.
Sonny Evans of Beebe, who made the AAM trip last year, quickly characterized 

Skarda as “the last of a breed.”
That was followed by “It’s a shame too,” spoken softly with a tone of resignation by 

one of the group.
Evans, who owes $136,(XX) and rents an 8(X)-acre farm, offered harsh words for 

government and the American people. His steel eyes glared and dark bushy eyebrows 
curled as he declared, “We got us a sick, sick country. We should have had a million 
people following us.”

For Evans, 38, coming here again meant leaving behind a family and a small boy 
who cries when his father tells him he may not be farming much longer.

There is a militant-sounding desperation in his voice when Evans says, “We have 
got to get 90 percent parity tecause the small farmer, and the big farmer in a few 
years to come, will be owned by large corporations.”

That 90 percent of parity goal could be met by Agriculture Secretary Bob Bergland 
with the stroke of a pen. The secretary is empowered to set the level by the 1977 farm

act. Thus far there has been no indication from USDA that Bergland will set the 90 
percent rate.
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'We may be here in defin ite ly/' Spokesman Says

State's Delegation For Farmers
I Harvey Joe Sanner, spokes­
man for the Des Arc AAM 
group, called the Journal office 
Wednesday from just outside 

" the office of Senator Dale Bum­
pers where Sanner and James 

 ̂Albert Kirkland of Des Arc 
J were meeting to have lunch 
with Senator Bumpers. The 
Des Arc farmers are part of a 

■ demonstration group now in 
I Washington to influence im­

plementation of certain farm 
legislation. The Washington 

; tractorcade is comprised of
5,000 farmers and nearly 2,000 

, tractors and support vehicles 
I from 20 states. Twenty-four 
I tractors in the group are from 
' Arkansas.

Sanner said the farmers had 
i two meetings with the Arkan- 
I sas delegation Tuesday: The 

entire Arkansas delegation, 
« Senators Dale Bumpers and
* David Pryor; and representa- 
j  tives, Ed Bethune, Bill Alex-
* ander, John Paul Hammer- 

schmidt, and Beryl Anthony,
- are supportive of the farmers 
. but some of the northeastern 

legislators are not listening,
. the farmers say.
; The non-sympathizers in- 
' eludes Secretary of Agricul­

ture Bob Bergland who has 
called the farmers “ greedy 
and inefficient.”  Bergland says 
he sees no need for legislation 
asked for by the disgruntled 
farmers. Thousands were ex- 

I pected to meet with Bergland 
' on Wednesday. Sanner said.

to bring the two Des Arc 
tractors back home.

E. H. Burrows, Paul Hollo­
way, Bobby Weatherley, Don­
ald DeVore, Dennis and Tim 
Sears, Philip Speight, Steve 
Fields, Steve Sanner, Bill Reid- 
har, Owen Guess, W. C. Ham- 
brick, Sr., Larry Tate, Kirk­
land and Francis Orlicek, all of

Des Arc, and three Beebe far­
mers, flew out of Little Rock 
and Memphis Sunday in order 
to be in Washington for the 
Tuesday meetings.

The Des Arc tractors are 
owned by Jimmy Holloway and 
Mark Calhoun.

Pat Skarda went up for a few 
days but has returned home.

Chapman, Dupree le a k e rs  At 
Des Arc A AM A Supper Jan. 17

On Thursday, Jan. 17, at 
6:30 p. m., the Des Arc 
Chapter of Arkansas Agri­
culture Movement Associa­
tion will host a fish supper 
and all farmers and busi­
ness people and their fami­
lies are invited to attend.

This is the second annual 
fish supper hosted by the 
Des Arc Chapter and will be 
held in the Des Arc Elemen­
tary School auditorium.

The two principle speak­
ers for the event are Otis 
Chapman of Scott, Ark., out­
standing spokesman for the 
AAMA and early leader of 
the program in Arkansas, 
along with Jim Dupree of 
Weldon, Ark., AAMA leader 
and spokesman. Both men 
are Arkansas delegates on 
the National AAMA Com­

mittees.
Harvey Joe Sanner, local 

spokesman, said the meet­
ing would kick off the Des 
Arc Chapter’s membership 
drive.

Trip To
Washington Planned

A rally is scheduled in 
Little Rock on Feb. 12 and 
will bring Arkansas farmers 
together with farmers from 
Texas and Oklahoma and 
will be the starting point for 
a motorcade to Washington 
D. C. “ The purpose of this 
trip is to stress farm-pro­
duced alcohol,”  Sanner 
said. All vehicles used in the 
motorcade will be powered 
with gasohol and some with

100 percent alcohol. No trac­
tors are expected in Wash­
ington this year, he added. 
In 1978 and 79, tractorcades 
moved into Washington in 
force protesting USDA pari­
ty programs.

In regard to the recent 
embargo on grain to Russia 
by President Carter, the 
local spokesman said, “ Of­
ficially. we support the Pre­
sident, but are opposed to 
the American farmers hav­
ing to bear the brunt of his 
decision.”

You will hear this subject 
and many others that will be 
of interest to the farmers 
and business people of this 
area next Thursday night. 
The local AAMA Chapter 
urges you to attend.



State AAMA Leaders Ratty Des Arc
Jim Dupree and Odis Chap­

man, two well known Ark­
ansas activists in the Ameri­
can Agriculture Movement, 
spoke at a meeting here 
TTiursday night in what was 
a “kickoff” for the member­
ship drive for the Des Arc 
AAMA Chapter.
More than 300 farmers and 

families and farm-related 
business people attended the 
free fish supper given by the 
Des Arc AAM leaders.
Chapman and Dupree, who 

have become nationally 
known as spokesmen for the 
farmers of Arkansas appeal­
ed to the farmers to join 
them in their fight to influ­
ence government policy. 
Chapman, who is also a 
preacher, is an emotional 
speaker of humor and “ tells 
it like it is.”  Dupree, who 
farms rice and beans on
14,000 acres at Weldon, is 
an enthusiastic proponent of 
the AAM movement and has 
traveled to W'ashington nu­
merous times as the AAM

spokesman.
Chapman, who was one of 

the first in the state to speak 
out concerning the need for 
a change in government 
farm policies, said, “ We 
have credibility in Washing­
ton now.”
Dupree and Chapman talk­

ed at length about the ac­
complishments made by the 
AAM in just two years.
Harvey Joe Sanner, local 

chapter spokesman, said, 
“ First of all, we have made 
more progress than most 
people realize, even our own 
members don’t always see 
the accomplishments until 
they are pointed out by 
someone outside the move­
ment,”  Will Feland, Senator 
Pryor’s ag aide, assured us 
we were having input into 
agricultural policy and were 
definitely building a founda­
tion that provides the means 
for more and more input. He 
also assured us that we had 
earned a credibility in 
W’ashington, D, C. that al­

lows us to speak for the 
producing farmer, Sanner 
said, “ We have brought to 
light the fact that major 
farm organizations and 
most commodity groups put 
the processer interests 
ahead of the producer,”  he 
added,
“ We have educated the 

public that food is of higher 
quality and lower price than 
anywhere else in the world. 
What adds to our food cost is 
processing, packaging, 
transportation, etc., some­
thing that farmers do not 
control nor share in.”
The speakers pointed out 

that AAM is respbnsible for 
the progress that has been 
made in the development of 
alcohol fuels. Ck)vemment 
officials, oil company repre­
sentatives, spokesmen for 
the agricultural colleges all 
have said it wasn’t feasible, 
and now gasohol is being 
marketed in several states. 
Now, in response to the 
embargo, the administration

has pledged over 100 million 
dollars for the development 
of alcohol fuels, the speak­
ers pointed out.
Chapman told the group, 

“ AAM people were success­
ful in getting rice re-classi- 
fied as an approved food for 
the school lunch program. It 
had never before been ap­
proved for school lunch­
rooms although we were- 
sending it all over the world 
to feed others.”
Due to AAM, they said. 

Secretary Bergland conduc­
ted structure of agri hear­
ings all across America to 
get grass root input for for­
mulation of the new farm 
bill. It was an admission by 
USDA that the trend toward 
fewer and larger farms may 
not be in the best interest of 
USA, especially the Ameri­
can farmer.
The AAM has in the past 

two years brought agricul­
tural problems into the news 
more than ever before such 
as the recent embargo. “ We

Forces ad embargoes in 1973 and 
1 1975,”  they commented, 
with hardly a mention of 

farmers’ losses.”  Without 
AAMA, meetings with both 
Arkansas Senators trying to 
find solutions to the embar­
go would not have taken 
place.
Sanner spoke in praise of 

Dupree, “ One of the most 
impressive men in this 
movement is Jim Dupree. 
His presence has added a 
dimension that we desper­
ately needed. The fact that 
he is involved, not because 
he is broke, but because he 
sees what the present sys­
tem holds for us. He sees 
AAM as the only organiza­
tion addressing the real is­
sues and attempting to 
change the trend in agricul­
tural policy. He has made 
several people aware that 
even though they are finan­
cially sound that without 
some change, they, loo, will 
eventually be in trouble. 
When a man like Dupree 
offers his total commitment

o n is  rHAP.MAN — .Movcf 
his listeners to action.



Farmer M otorcade to Pass Through Little Rock
Gazette State Newi

One of three farmer caravans 
bound for Washington to promote 
the use of farm grain for the pro­
duction of alcohol fuels and to 
bring attention to the plight of 
American farmers will pass 
through Little Rock the night of 
February 12 and be joined by Ar­
kansas members of the American 
Agriculture movement.

This will not be a “ tractor- 
cade,” as was last year’s trip by 
farmers to Washington, according 
to Tim Apple of Bellville (Yell 
County), who will be Arkansas’s 
“wagon master” for the motor­
cade. Farmers will drive cars, 
pickup trucks, vans and motor 
homes, all of which will be pow­

ered by a mixture of alcohol fuels 
and traditional fuels, Apple said. 
The lead vehicle in each motor­
cade will be powered exclusively 
by alcohol fuel.

The motorcade that will pass 
through Arkansas will begin near 
Amarillo, Tex., and stop over­
night at Little Rock, then proceed 
toward Washington the morning 
of February 13.

To Meef at D .C
Caravans also are planned 

through the Deep South and the 
Midwest, Apple said. The three 
motorcades are to come together 
just outside Washington February 
16. Farmers will have their na­
tional meeting at Washington

February 18-19, then remain at 
Washington at least through Feb­
ruary 22 to lobby congressmen 
and meet with federal officials, 
he said.

Rallies Scheduled
Rallies supporting alcohol fuels 

have been scheduled tentatively 
for 1 p.m. and at 7 p.m. February 
12 at the Livestock Show Fire- 
grounds at Little Rock. Apple 
said Governor Clinton would be 
asked to speak.

Apple said Friday that it was 
too early to say how many Arkan­
sas farmers will participate. 
Four, including himself, already 
have committed themselves to 
drive their vehicles, he said.

Harvey Sanner of Des Arc, a 
farmer and American Agriculture 
official, said he believes more 
farmers will participate in the 
caravan than drove in last year’s 
“tractorcade.” That caravan in­
cluded many Arkansas farmers 
and the tractors clogged traffic at 
Washington, leading to some 
problems with the Washington po­
lice.

Angrier This Year
Sanner said farmers are an­

grier this year, primarily because 
they believe they are having to 
bear totally the brunt of the em- 
baro on grain exports in the So­
viet Union ordered by President 
Carter as a retaliation for the

Russian military action in Af­
ghanistan.

Farmers have said they support 
the retaliation, but believe they 
should get economic compensa­
tions, specifically regarding loan 
rates, from the government.

Sanner also said Friday that 
the Des Arc office of the Ameri­
can Agriculture movement will 
hold a fish fry and rally at 6:30 
p.m. Thursday at the Des Arc El­
ementary School to start its 
membership-campaign in the 
area. He said Odis Chapman of 
Scott and Jim Dupree of Weldon 
(Jackson County), both leading 
organizers of the movement, 
would be the speakers.
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DES ARC FIRE DEPARTMENT'

RAY (Lookin Good) MCVEY 

CARL (Long Legs) KILGORE 

JOE (Can't Miss) BROITO 
BOBBY (Slow Poke) LONG 

JAMES (Half Fast) WYATT 
TRAVIS (Just Fell Off) NANNIE 
MIKE (Can't Get On) LIVESAY

/"^^CHARyEi| (Crazy Legs) KEEL 

GEORG '̂j(Hang On) BRANHAM

V
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OWEN (Mule Mouth) BROWN
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AMERICAN AGRlCOLTURE MOVEMENT
r

JIMMY (Help Me) FLANAGAN

JAMES ALBERT (Get Out of My Way) KIRKLAND

STEVE (Stepped On) BANNER

BOB (I Want Off) CHILDERS
DONALD (Lost Out) DEVORE

JD4MY ((Sot Kick) DfiVORAK

BUTCH (Tail Twister) WALTERS
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DENNIS (Long Arm) SEA|l| \

BUTCH (Bucked Off) CAi^Uk
V\\ \DICK (Kicked Off) NEELY f|,\ ]

V

\
\

COACH A
HARVEY JOB (Big Foot}^SAiOT

• • ----vSt',

A h
J

I
} <



Des Arc Farmers Meeting, 
Lobbying In Washington
Des Arc farmers in Wash­

ington D. C. for the Ameri­
can Agriculture Movement 
convention, were among 
about 100 Arkansas farmers 
lobbying in the nation’s cap­
ital for higher prices for 
agricultural products and 
“ fairer loan terms”  from 
the federal government.
The farmers drove into 

Washington in vehicles fuel­
ed with gasohol and were 
making the rounds of the 
offices of the Arkansas con­
gressional delegation all 
day Tuesday to discuss their 
problems.
Tim Apple, Bellville farm­

er and “ wagon master”  for 
the Arkansas group, visited 
the office of Senator Dale

Bumpers of Arkansas, who 
is scheduled to hold a public 
meeting with the farmers 
today, Thursday.
The farmers are seeking a 

commitment from the gov­
ernment to give farmers 90 
percent parity for agricul­
tural products, Apple told a 
Bumpers aide Tuesday. 
“ We just want prices that 
will cover our cost of pro­
duction plus a reasonable 
profit,”  Apple said.
Apple declared that the 

federal government does not 
give farmers fair terms on 
loans and cited an example: 
the cost of producing a bush­
el of soybeans last year 
reached W.50 and the gov­
ernment only gave the far­

mer credit for $4.50 per 
bushel of soybeans as loan 
collateral.”
U.S. Agriculture Depart­

ment projects that costs will 
rise 25 percent in the next 
year, while net income for 
farmers will fall 25 percent.
E. H. Burrows, a Des Arc 

farmer in Washington, said 
he had to put 340 acres of his 
land in hock in order to pay 
for his production expenses 
last year. He asked why the 
same government that bail­
ed out Chrysler Corp. with a 
loan at 4V2 percent charged 
him percent for a loan. 
Burrow added: “ The gov­
ernment will make loans as 
low as 3 percent to farmers, 
but only in case of dis­

aster.’

Harvey Joe Sanner, anoth­
er Des Arc who was at 
Bumpers’ office Tuesday, 
said, “ I resent the word 
‘subsidy’ when applied to 
money a farmer receives 
from the government for a 
crop the government stock­
piled.”

Jimmy Flanagan, another 
Des Arc farmer in Washing­
ton, when asked what he 
was seeking, said, “ A de­
cent farm bureau or one 
properly implemented.”

Rep. Bill Alexander will 
meet with the farmers to­
day, Thursday.

Will Feland Visits 
Local AAMA Office
Will Feland, Agricultural 

Aide to Senator Pryor was 
in Des Arc last Friday 
morning for breakfast and a 
short visit with a small 
group of local farmers rep­
resenting the AAMA.
Feland spoke briefly about 

the E.E. money appropri­
ated for F.H.A. and the 
reason for removing the 8 
percent money for grain 
storage from the bill. Fe­
land said. “ Because of Pres­
ident Carter’s effort to bal­

ance the budget, the presi­
dent said he would veto the 
whole bill if this segment 
was left in and realizing the 
dire need of economic as­
sistance to many farmers, 
the 8 percent storage money 
was removed from the bill.”  
Feland left the group with 

discouraging thoughts as he 
said the outlook for com­
modity prices rising any 
substantial amount in 1980 
looks very dismal.

Notional AAMA Meeting In 
Little Rock April 7-8

The American Agriculture 
Movement Association held its 
regular monthly (state) meet­
ing at The Flames Restaurant 
in Brinkley Tuesday, April 3.

Permanent officers were 
elected as follows: Harold 
Wells of Tillar, president; Jack 
Cothran, Wynne, vice presi­
dent; and George McNeely, 
McGehee, will serve as secre­
tary.

Local AAMA farmers say, 
“ The interest is growing in the 
national AAM organizational 
meeting scheduled for April 7-8 
in Little Rock. The meeting 
will get underway at 1 p. m. 
Saturday in the arts and crafts 
building at the State Fair 
Grounds. Interested farmers

from several states have made 
plans to attend.”

The farmers said, “ We have 
accomplished a lot for agricul­
ture in a non-organized fash­
ion, but, it’s apparent now that 
we can have more credibility 
and be more effective if we are 
organized.”

“ The meetings in Little Rock 
are a step in that direction ,”  a 
spokesman emphasized, “ we 
are most fortunate that this 
important meeting is being 
scheduled in Arkansas.”

The local AAMA Chapter is 
giving a barbecue for mem­
bers today, Thursday, at their 
offices in Des Arc. All mem­
bers are urged to attend.
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Why Declining Soybean M arket?
This past week the main ers of these cheap beans.

topic of discussion has been 
the declining soybean 
market. We have been 
trying to find out why. Few­
er and fewer farmers are 
satisfied with the reasons 
we are given.
We contacted the Commod­

ity Credit Corporation in 
Washington to get more in­
formation on the story of 
soybeans being dumped on 
the market by C.C.C. We 
talked with the Secretary of 
C.C.C., Bill Cherry. He told 
us that C.C.C. had bought 
contracts to protect the 
grain companies when the 
U.S.S.R. embargo was an­
nounced. They are now 
offering these contracts for 
bids. The C.C.C. offered all 
they had, 27,580,000 bushels 
at one time.
When Cherry was asked 

didn’t he think this was 
going to depress an already 
depressed market, he re­
plied that they may not 
accept the bids that were 
offered. But as you probab­
ly know, the market drop­
ped 18 cents per bushel

When you really get into 
these programs you find out 
who they help the most and 
why the producer is the last 
to be considered. It’s sad 
how the different commod­
ity groups and some “ farm” 
organizations’ views are 
consistent with U.S.D.A. 
Brainwashing is probably a 
pretty good summation of 
what has happened. A.S.A. 
says higher loan rates would 
mean the government would 
be the market. If the level 
was realistic and the length 
of the loan reasonable, the 
commodities would move 
into the market in an order­
ly fashion. History tells us 
that at least one in every 
five years anyone of the 
major commodities will be 
in short supply. Any build­
up would then be used. 
A.S.A. also says we will 
encourage competition. It 
has been proven that we are 
the most efficient producers j 
in the world and that pro- ; 
ductive land is not available 
to outproduce us. '
A.S.A. says a price support  ̂

nropram would be costly to

with “ 0 ”  inflation. The 
spread between production 
cost and commodity prices 
would still be there. .No one 
wants inflation controlled 
more than farmers; but 
even if this was the answer, 
it would take time to ac­
complish this and we don’t 
have it. We must have a 
change in farm policies if 
we are to survive and keep 
producing more efficiently 
than anyone else.
Where Stephens and the

A.S.A. might better spend 
their efforts, is telling the 
consumers that a healthy 
agriculture is a healthy 
America and increases in 
food costs are not farmer- 
induced, and food prices will 
become like oil prices if 
family farmers are shoved 
off the land and a few multi­
national corporations have 
control.
If A.S.A. would work in 

these areas and stay out of 
these areas, stay out of

farm policy, and listen to 
the producing farm ers’ 
needs, it could better serve 
its members.
A meeting of the different 

farm organizations is a def­
inite possibility. Our local 
office has contacted three 
different organizations who 
have agreed that the need is 
there. The state leaders of 
some of these organizations 
are working on this now.

Local People Attend AAM Fly-in
Local people attending the 

American Agriculture 
Movement Fly-in for farm­
ers, agri business and rural 
bankers at Washington, D. 
C., the past week were Bet­
tis Campbell, Harvey Joe 
Banner, and Paul Gaines.
The men were in W.D.C. 

for three days, meeting with 
government officials, and 
members of the Arkansas

Congressional Delegation.
The Fly-in was scheduled 

at this time because mark­
up on the new Farm Bill 
b^an  last week.

The Senate Ag Committee 
and House Ag Sub-commit­
tees were meeting and all 
hearings were packed with 
farmers and agri-business­
men. (story on page 12)



Meek analyzes the 
Washington scene
A A M  Chairman Marvin 

Meek reports from 
Washington that a parity 
loan rate bill will be in­
troduced in the House.

The administration is 
defending their position, but 
weakening and sending out 
mixed signals. The A d ­
ministration has generated a 
lot o f opposition to their 
farm bill jn  the Senate and 
the House, and the 
legislators do not appear to 
be softening toward the ad­
ministration’s approach.

The farm bill to be in­
troduced will probably carry 
an escalator clause based on 
carryover stocks.

One third o f the leader­
ship in the House have said 
they are willing to “ run with 
it.”

The matter o f loan rates 
will be approached from the 
concept o f net cost, not 
initial budget outlay. It will 
drop everything but the loan 
rate.

Meek said this plan is ap­
pealing to congress, and it 
should appeal to urban 
people if it is presented 
right.

(Net cost is much less 
than the initial budget 
outlay. For instance, the 
initial budget outlay may be 
$3 billion, but net cost for a 
loan program might be only 
‘A  billion, because the far­
mers repay the loans with 
interest. A ll that is lost is 
what is mishandled.)

Meek asks people at home 
to write more letters, even if 
they have already written. 
Letters should concentrate 
on selling the loan rate and

net cost approach.
He asks that letters 

especially be sent to Senator 
Jesse Helms, Representative 
Kika de la XSarza, and A g  
Secretary John Block.

Meek said he was very 
pleased with the results o f 
the fly-in. “ A A M  is the only 
group pounding the halls,”  
said Meek. “ I can assure 
you our being here has 
caused this balking o f the 
Senate and House leadership 
against the administration’s 
proposed farm bill.”

Meek chided those far­
mers who got discouraged 
and went home, especially 
Texas farmers. “ The Senate 
A g  Committee put 
provisions on cotton that 
were very detrimental to 
upland cotton growers with 
the intention o f shifting cot­
ton production to the 
southeast,”  said Meek. 
“ Now  we have been assured 
this will be taken care o f on 
the Senate floor, and that it 
won’t go anywhere in the 
House. W e just kept 
plugging and we squelched 
it,”  said Meek.

Meek said he wants to ex­
tend a special thanks to 
everyone who came to D .C . 
for the fly-in. “ Your efforts 
were rewarded, and they 
have made our job  easier. 
W e have gotten changes 
made.”

“ This time the legislators 
can’t say ‘Where were you 
when we wrote the farm 
bill’ ,”  said Meek.

“ A ll farmers owe those o f 
you who have been working 
a big thank you.”
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Heat as Farmers to Return to d c
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Protest Em bargo
By TOM HAMBURGER 

Gazette Washington Borean
WASHINGTON — Arkansas congressional offices are al­

ready feeling the effect of the American Agriculture move­
ment lobby this year. Dissatisfaction with President Carter’s 
effort to cushion the effect of the embargo of grain and soy­
beans to Russia has mobilized the group like nothing e l^

could have.
Harvey Sanner of the Des Arc 

office of the American Agricul­
ture movement says that the an­
ger among Arkansas farmers is 
stronger now than it was last 
year when thousands of farmers 
noarched on the Capitol, camped 
on the mall and blocked Washing- 
ton-area highways in their quest 
for increased attention from the 
federal government. Sanner pre­
dicted in an interview last week 
that more Arkansas farmers than 
last year will drive pickups and 
other vehicles to WasUngton next 
month to state their case.

Many of the fanners have al­
ready talked with Arkansas con­
gressional offices. Senator David 
Pryor (Dem., Ark.), an early ad­
vocate of a grain embrago, re­
ceived about 50 calls from farm­
ers one day last week and 
immediately issued a statement 
urging that farmers not bear the 
entire burden of the president’s 
foreign policy.

Pryor also called for an emer­
gency meeting of the Senate Agri­
culture Committee to consider 
providing assistance to the farm­
ers hurt by the embargo action.

On the House side. Representa­
tive Bill Alexander (Dem., Ark.) 
has said he too will support aid to 
the farmers in the wake of the 
embargo. Alexander’s administra­
tive assistant. Bill Miles, paints 
out that such action will likelĵ .̂ n- 
crease the federal government 
deficit, a side-effect that could be 
hard for Pryor, a vocal advocate 
of balanced budget legislation.

A hard time may be in store for 
Alexander and Representative 
Beryl F. Anthony (Dem., Ark.), 
the two members of the Arkansas 
delegation most aligned with the 
Carter administration, the place 
where farmers will direct their 
fury.

“ I know I ’m madder at them 
[the administration] now than I 
was,” Sanner said last week. San­
ner says he believes there “has 
been a total lack of concern for 
farmers. I’m as patriotic as the 
next guy. But we shouldn’t have 
to bear the brunt of this thing. We 
feel it worst and feel it the hard­
est.”

Sanner said he believes farmers 
need higher loan rates. He said 
farmers will drive pickups fueled 
by 100 per cent alcohol fuel or 
gasohol, a mixture of alcohol and 
gasoline, to promote alcohol fuel 
use. The farmers expect to set out 
in caravans and arrive here by 
February 16. It will be the third 
straight winter the American Ag­
riculture movement has protested 
farm policies at Washington.

Administration officials said 
last week sufficient steps have 
been taken so that farm prices 
will average just as high as they 
would have if President Carter 
had not embargoed 17 million 
tons of grain and 1 million tons of 
soybeans to Russia to retaliate 
against the invasion of Afghani­
stan.

Wynne, Arkansas - About 
3,200 people came to a rally, 
barbecue and round o f 
political speeches August 26, 
sponsored by the Wynne 
A A M .

It was a case o f standing 
the heat or getting out o f the 
kitchen, with temperatures 
above 100 degrees. The 
politicians stayed longer than 
the farmers - at least there 
seemed to be more farmers 
eating, rather than listening 
to the speeches, says Inga 
Eubanks.

Senator Dale Bumpers told 
farmers that “ A  whole lot 
happened as a result o f  your 
visit to Washington, and you 
have an impact.”  He urged 
farmers to return to D. C. in 
January to continue lob­
bying, since the Congress, 
the USDA and the ^iTiite 
House don’t seem to care, 
and needed relief will have to 
come in bits and pieces.

To be effective, he advised 
A A M  farmers to “ Get its act 
together, get its leadership 
consolidate behind 3 or 4 
positions, and say ‘This is 
it’ .”

Senator Hodges, who was 
appointed to serve out the 
remaining term in the Senate 
after Sraator McClellan’s 
death, can’t nm for re- 
election. He criticized the 
president for breaking his 
promises and for opening up 
beef imports, and critidzed 
the government for its han­
dling o f trade agreements 
dealing with agricultural 
products.

We have come out last o 
every trade treaty in the past, 
and that’s with (^rmany and 
Japan, countries that we beat 
in 1945, and yet everywhere 
you look, there are Toyotas 
and Datsuns.”

Democratic and
Republican gubernatorial, 
senate and congressional 
candidates spoke.



Farmers leave tractors home, take
By PAMELA MURPHY

OEMOCRATWASHINGTON BUREAU

WASHINGTON — About 100 Arkansas 
farm ers representing the American 
Agriculture Movement have arrived in the 
nation s capital to lobby for higher prices for 
agricultural products and fairer loan terms 
from the federal government.

Instead of descending upon Washington 
in tractorcades and tangling traffic to draw- 
attention to their economic pligiit, as they 
did last year, the farmers opted for a more 
orderly approach, leaving their tractors at 
home.

The farmers planted themselves in the

offices of members of the Arkansas 
congressional delegation all day Tuesday to 
d iscu ss  their problem s with the 
congressmen and their aides.

Tim Apple, a farmer from Bellville. the 
"Arkansas wagon master" who lead the 
state's American Agriculture members to 
Capitol Hill, visited the office of U.S. Sen. 
Dale Bumpers. D-Ark.. who is scheduled to 
hold a public meeting with the farmers 
Thursday.

The No. 1 priority of the farmers is to 
obtain a commitment from the government 
to give farmers 90 percent parity for 
agriculture products, Apple told a Bumper's

aide Tuesday. He said farmers are simply 
asking for prices which would cover their 
cost of production plus a reasonable return.

The federal Agriculture Department 
determines parity for various crops by 
formulas measuring the purchasing pow'er a 
crop would give the farmer.

Apple also complained that the federal 
government does not give farmers fair 
terms on loans. For example, he said the 
cost of producing a bushel of soybeans last 
year recited $6.50. By contrast, the 
government gave the farmer credit for ,$4.50 
per bushel of soybeans as loan collateral.

Quoting Agriculture Department

demands to Capitol Hill
statistics. Apple said agricultural interest 
costs will rise 25 percent during the 
upcoming year, while net income for 
farmers nationwide will fall 25 percent.

E. Burrows, a Des Arc farmer, .said he 
had to put 340 acres of his land in hock in 
order to pay for his production expenses last 
year. He asked why the same government 
that bailed out the Chrysler Corp. with a loan 
at 4‘ a percent charged him 8*'2 prcent for a 
loan. The government will make loans as 
low as 3 percent to farmers, but only in the 
aftermath of a disaster. Burrow said.

Raising another issue, Harvey Sanner. 
another Des Arc farmer who lobbied

Bumper's office Tuesday, said he esented 
the word "subsidy" when applied to money a 
farmer receives from the government for a 
crop the government stockpiled.

When asked what he sought from 
Congress, another Des Arc farmer, Jimmy 
Flana,gan. said simply, "A decent farm 
bureau or at least one that is properly 
implemented. "

Flanagan .said the law currently calls 
for 90 percent parity, but the law is not 
carried out.

Rep. Bill Alexander, D-Ark.. said he 
would also hold a meeting with farmers at 
his office Thiir.sdav.
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Statement To U, S, Committee On Agriculture
Tne lonowing statement 

was made by Marvin Meek, 
chairman of the American 
Agriculture Movement at 
the Public Hearings of the 
Committee on Agriculture, 
U. S. House of Representa­
tives, in Washington, D. C., 
May 1:
Mr. Chairman, I commend 

you and the committee for 
scheduling these hearings. 
Quick action is needed to 
prevent an economic disas­
ter in American Agricul­
ture.
One immediate cause of 

distress is the effects of the 
President’ s embargo on 
sales of American farm 
commodities to the Soviet 
Union.
Another immediate cause 

of distress is the sharp rise 
in interest rates and the 
curtailment of credit for 
farmers and others in rural 
areas.
Both are serious. But it 

would be a mistake to con­
centrate on these detaUs 
and lose sight of the fact 
that the general agricultural 
situation is on the brink of 
economic disaster. If we 
don’t pay attention to the 
dangerous spot we’re in, we 
m i^ t  stumble in trying to 
cope with these immediate 
problems and fall over the 
edge.
American farmers are in 

the beginning stages of a 
serious depression.
The prices received by far­

mers during the first three 
months of 1980 averaged 
only 64 percent of parity. 
Present farm prices are 
about the worst ever known, 
on all counts.
Sixty-four percent of parity 

is very nearly the worst in 
the entire history of the 
United States, going all the 
way back to the earliest 
records that were kept be­
ginning seventy years ago in 
1910.
'The only year in history 

when the purchasing power 
o f farm commodities was 
lower than it is now, was in 
1932, the very worst year of 
the great depression. 
“ That’s count one. Present 
farm prices are worse on 
another count also. The pri­
ces now being received by 
farmers in the United States 
are the very cheapest in the
Avif«f*a tx/nrIH

pie to know, when they are 
considering agricultural po­
licies.
I request you, Mr. Chair­

man, to add your voice to 
ours in demanding that the 
U.S.D.A. continue to com­
pile and publish this infor­
mation, and that it be ex­
panded to cover other im­
portant agricultural com­
modities as well.
On a third count, also, the 

prices now being received 
by American farms are 
worse. In terms of the re­
turns realized'by farmers on 
their labor and investment, 
the prices received by Ame­
rican farmers are the worst 
of any important segment of 
the American economy. The 
return that the farmers get 
for their labor is below the 
wage rates of workers with 
comparable skills and re­
sponsibility, even if little or 
nothing is charged-off as a 
return on their investment. 
The return the farmer gets 
on his investment is far 
below the returns on invest­
ment in regulated utility 
companies and manufactur­
ing, even if little or nothing 
is charge-off as a payment 
for their labor.
It is not the embargo that 

is the basic cause of the far-' 
mer’s bas situation. It is not 
high interest rates.
■The basic cause of the 

farmer’s terrible economic 
situation is the farm policy 
of the U. S. government.
The farm situation has 

been growing steadily worse 
for the past five years.

Fear Embargo
To Be Extended 

The embargo merely made 
it still worse. 'The price of 
wheat has dropped 18 cents 
a bushel below the price 
received in December, 1979. 
Com is down 7 cents and 
soybeans are down 35 cents. 
Now record-high interest 

rates have made the situa­
tion even worse than that 
by greatly increasing the 
expenses farmers will have 
to try to pay out of lower 
prices for their products.
But even this may not be 

the worst. There are reports 
circulating in the trade that 
President Carter is likely to 
cut off grain exports to the 
Soviet Union altogether, in 
1981. This would add anoth­
er six to eight million tons of

leadership and positive, de­
cisive action by the United 
States in these times.

Grain Give-Away  
Hurts Nation

But here again, we think it 
would be a mistake to look 
no further than the immedi­
ate, short-run issues of the 
day. Before we resort to 
impulsive, warlike action, 
we ought to correct the 
weakness that has been evi­
dent for a long time in the 
way we have squandered 
this nation’s one outstanding 
and unmatched strength - 
our food power. The way we 
have squandered our nation­
al advantage as food pro­
ducers probably has had 
a lot to do with our 
present economic and politi­
cal weakness in the world. 
We have been giving away 

our grain - to the Russians 
and everyone else, for less 
than it costs American far­
mers to produce it.
The Russians’ main ex­

ports are gold and oil. They 
are getting paid about 15 
times as much for their 
gold and oil as 10 years ago. 
Yet, the U. S. Government 
manipulates the price of our 
grain down to the cheapest 
in our history, to the cheap­
est price of any country in 
the world!
The U. S. dollar has sunk to 

the lowest value since the 
Civil War. Our competitors 
in world trade are taking 
away our markets for man­
ufactured products. Yet, 
we’ve been subsidizing the 
governments of our main 
economic rivals and of 
our greatest military adver­
sary of our main economic 
sary to the tune of billions of 
dollars a year with our 
cheap grain.

Enriches Foreign 
Governments

Last week, the European 
Exonomic Community le­
vied a tax of $3.18 per bushel 
on every bushel of Amer­
ican corn they bought from 
us. That’s 87 cents a bushel 
more than the total average 
price that American farm­
ers got for corn last month.
The tax levied by the Euro­

pean Community on Ameri­
can wheat last week was 
$3.27 per bushel - just short 
of the $3.62 average price

and $2.29 a bushel for bar­
ley. They pay their own 
farm ers prices that are 
about double what Ameri­
can farmers get.
The Europeans do not tax 

soybeans that American far­
mers sell to them. Instead, 
they pay hugh subsidies to 
their own farmers to encou­
rage them to compete 
against us. Farmers in 
France are getting a 
straight subsidv of $7.51 per 
bushel, plus tneir market 
price of about $6. That given 
them a total income of 
$13.50 a bushel - about a full 
dollar more than double the 
price American farmers are 
getting.
The skim-off by the Japan­

ese government’ s food 
agency is even bigger. They 
triple the price that Ameri­
can farmers get paid when 
they re-sell our grain to 
their own flour millers and 
feed manufacturers. The 
profit goes into the Japan­
ese Treasury.
Almost every other country 

that buys our cheap grain 
skims - off big profits too, 
before they pass it along to 
their consumers at higher 
prices. They all pay higher 
prices to their own farmers 
for all they can grow. Ame­
rican farmers get only the 
business that’s left over.
All this profiteering by oth­

er countries on the Ameri­
can farmers’ grain adds up 
to billions of dollars a year. 
That’s money that ought to 
come back to the U.S.A. It 
hurts all American citizens, 
as well as the farmers, to 
give it away. It cheapens 
our dollar, making the price 
we have to pay for imported 
oil and other things go up.
The give-away of grain at 

cheaper and cheaper real 
prices throughout the past 
five years probably has con­
tributed more to inflation by 
cheapening our dollar and 
raising the cost of imported 
oil and other imports than 
moderately higher grain 
prices would have done.
American farmers are be­

ginning to see through the 
excuses we’ve heard so of­
ten. We’ve been told that C 
farm commodity prices are 
made by the forces of sup- i 
ply and demand in a comp^  ̂
titive marketplace, and 
there’s nothing the Ameri-



By AAMA Committee Chairman
market for grains is rigged 
against the farmers of the 
United States, and the U. S. 
Government is an accom­
plice in the deed.
The countries of the world 

that guarantee higher prices 
to their farmers account for 
about 80 percent of the 
world’s total consumption of 
grain. They paiy higher pric­
es to their own farmers for 
all they can grow. American 
farmers are totally locked- 
out of these markets until 
all of the higher priced do­
mestic production is absorb­
ed.
The grain exporting coun­

tries - United States, Cana­
da, Australia, and Argen­
tina account for only 20 
percent of world consump­
tion of grain. But they pro­
duce about 35 percent of 
total world production. 
Practically the entire world 
surplus of grain is concen­
trated in these few coun­
tires.
This situation is made-to- 

order to guarantee that the 
entire world surplus will be 
concentrated on the backs of 
farmers in the United States 
and the other exporting 
countries. And this guaran­
tees that the prices they get 
will be depressed most of 
the time, unless there’s a 
worldwide shortage as hap­
pened in the mid-1970’s.

Export Restrictions Used 
To Control Prices

But even when world de­
mand and world supply do 
not come into balance, the 
American farmers are now 
aUowed to recover their 
losses from the years of 
surpluses.
We get export restrictions, 

by one name or another.
In 1973, it was an export 

embargo. In 1974, exports 
were restricted under anoth­
er name and, in 1975, under 
still another. And then we 
got a stand-by embargo 
agreement with the Soviet 
Union, by which the U. S. 
Government takes it upon 
itself to tell the Russians 
how much grain they could 
buy from American farm­
ers. Now we have another 
grain embargo. Tomorrow, 
the embargo may be made 
total, prohibiting all sales to 
the Russians.
This puts American farm­
ers in a no-win situation. 
The world grain economy is 
rigged against the farmers 
so as to guarantee almost

perpetual price-depressing 
surpluses. Whenever the 
surplus does disappear, our 
own government steps in 
with restrictions to keep the 
price down.
American farmers are not 

unreasonable to ask that 
their own government would 
intervene in this rigged 
world-grain economy to pro­
tect them against injustice. 
But they do not now receive 
such help from their govern­
ment.
The trade barriers that oth­

er countries have raised 
against American farmers 
are the highest that exist 
against any commodities or 
goods.
Import levies and other 
such measures amount to 
the equivalent of tariffs up 
to 100 percent and more of 
the price received by the 
American producer.
Yet in the trade negotia­

tions concluded last year, 
not one bit was w hittle off' 
of these trade barriers of 
other countries against 
American grain.
In contrast, the tariffs 

against American manufac­
turers averaged only 8 per­
cent before the negotiations 
started. Yet even these low 
tariffs were reduced' were 
reduced further, almost to 
the vanishing point of 4 or 5 
percent.

“ Cheap Food”  Policy Arises 
American farmers were 

protected against the worst 
effecU of price-depressing 
world grain surpluses for 
hearly 40 years through the 
bi-partisan farm program 
legislation adopted along 
with other economic re­
forms in the recovery from 
the depression of the I930’s. 
But now the legislative 

goal of fair prices for farm­
ers has been repudiated. In 
its place, we have a cheap 
food policy. The policy is to 
hold down the farmers’ pric­
es as an off-set to higher 
prices, higher wages, higher 
salaries, higher profits, and 
higher taxes in other sectors 
of the economy. The farm­
er is being used as a scape­
goat for everybody else’s 
inflation.
It is no accident that the 

purchasing power of farm 
commodities has sunk to the 
lowest point since 1932. Gov­
ernment farm policy has 
returned to the pre-depres­
sion era and the results are 
the same as then. We are 
again hearing about farm

liquidation sales and falling 
land prices. This fits right in 
with the 1930’s level farm 
commodity prices farmers 
are getting.
The cheap food policy has 

brought us to the brink of an 
economic disaster for agri­
culture. We have been eat­
ing up the golden goose and 
soon there will be no more 
golden eggs’ It is our young­
er and most productive far­
mers who are hardest hit. It 
has become impossible for a 
beginning farmer to earn 
enough from farming to 
make payments of interest 
and prrincipal on a farm 
and the livestock and equip­
ment that’s needed, and 
cover his production ex­
penses, and his family’s cost 
of living.
The older and middle-aged 

farmers, who have accumu­
lated enough equity to wea­
ther the storm a little longer 
won’t last forever. Where 
are their replacements go­
ing to come from? That’s 
a problem for the nation, as 
much as it is for farmers.

Congcess Must Act

It’s up to Congress to start 
America moving away from 
that brink. And nothing less 
than a positive, direct step 
away from the brink will do. 
This is no time to quibble 
and manuever about just 
how we might manage to 
stay precisely in the same 
place where we were just 
before the January embar­
go. That’s a dangerous 
place to be. If we aren’t 
careful, the ground might 
start to crumble under our 
feet.
As a modest first step 

away from the brink of 
agricultural disaster. Con­
gress should enact H.R. 6815 
at once, to raise the mini­
mum price support loan 
rates for the main storeable 
commodities to 65 percent of 
parity.
Sixty-five percent of 

parity! What a small move 
that would be!
But it would take us in the 

right direction. It would 
give farmers a better 
chance to get their produc­
tion loans approved that 
many still need to carry out 
efficient operations this 
summer. It would gwe the 
country some time to get 
ready for the further neces­
sary steps that must be 
made before farmers will be

compensated fairly for their 
labor and investment.
Most of the storeable com­

modities that would be 
affected immediately by 
this legislation are now 
bringing prices lower than 
average purchasing power 
of farm products. Prices of 
other crops and livestock 
would gradually adjust 
themselves to the improved 
prices of the price-’ 
supported crops, with which 
they compete for use of land 
and which provide the raw 
materials for producing 
meat and milk and poultry. 
This would have some 

short-run impact on food 
prices, but it would be 
small. The cost of farm 
products represents only 
about one-third of the retail 
cost of food.

And the long-run effect 
would be beneficial for con­
sumers in comparison to the 
shortages and instability of 
both prices and supplies 
that are sure to result if 
agriculture continues to 
crumble at the brink of 
economic disaster.

In fact, serious damage 
has already been done. Hog 
prices are the lowest in real 
purchasing power for more 
than 30 years. Breeding 
herds are being cut back. 
There will be less pork by 
the end of the year.

Beef cattle herds have 
been cut back during the 
past several years more 
sharply and more deeply 
than ever before in history. 
Even so, the drastic in­
crease in interest rates and 
the collapse of cattle prices 
of the past few months, is 
forcing still more bulls and 
cows and heifers off to the 
butcher, instead of being 
held back to re-build the 
beef breeding herds. The 
result is that there is almost 
no chance that the Ameri­
can people will have as 
much beet to eat per person 
at any time during the 1980’s 
as they enjoyed all through 
the 70’s.

We live in a dangerous 
world. It is full of hungry 
and angry people. To allow 
the American farming 
system to dribble away ir 
chronic depression is thi 
worst thing that could hap 
pen to the Americai 
economy in these dangerous 
times.
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Bumpers Affirms 
Support Of
Agriculture Movement

; I -]

The Arkansas Agriculture 
Movement Association met 
Tuesday night at the Brinkley 
High School auditorium with 
approximately 350 in atten­
dance. A number of those at­
tending were from the Des Arc 

-area.
Principal speakers for the 

meeting were U. S. Senator 
Dale Bumpers and Alvin Jen­
kins who gave very informa­
tive talks. Senator Bumpers 

^gave a brief summary of his 
recent visit to China and also 
reaffirmed his support of the 
AAMA. Sen. Bumpers pledged 
to work for legislation that 
would improve the economic 
condition of the American far­
mer as well as consumers. He 
closed his talk with a question 
and answer session.

The major area of com­
plaints from the AAMA group 
was the FHA and its failure to 
readily process loans. Sen. 
Bumpers said he was well 
aware of this problem due to 
the many such complaints re­
ceived by his office.

Jenkins, a Colorado farmer 
and service station owner, who 
was one of the organizers of 
the American Agriculture 
Movement, pointed out where 
“ agriculture is headed if it 
continues on the course it has 
followed the past six years; 
one of low farm prices and

ever-increasing production 
costs.”

Jenkins made a startling 
comparison in the cost of farm 
equipment six years and the 
cost today and what it will be 
six years from now at the 
present rate of inflation. He 
invited the farmers to make 
their own comparisons.

Jenkins emphasized, “ We 
must all pull together if we are 
to survive.”  He said, “ The 
movement may not always 
take the direction everyone 
likes but we are trying to do 
something good and we are 
learning as we go.”

The AAMA then held its 
regular business meeting and a 
financial report was given 
from each local office. New 
membership cards were distri­
buted and a membership drive 
will start immediately. The 
Des Arc office will be contact­
ing farmers and businessmen 
this week, a spokesman said. 
Persons not engaged in farm­
ing may purchase associate 
memberships. If you are inter­
ested in becoming a member 
you are invited to stop by the 
local AAMA office.

“ This movement is probably 
the best opportunity and possi­
bly the last for all farmers to 
come together for the good of 
agriculture and America,”  a 
local spokesman said.
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