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THE ARMADILLO.

VWHEN a quadruped is mentioned, the

very name feems to convey the idea of
an animal covered with hair. In the fame man=
ner, when we fpeak of a bird or a fith, feathers
and feales prefent themfelves to the imagination,
and appear to be infeparable attributes of thefe
beings.  Nature, however, as if fhe intended to
withdraw herfelf from all method, and to elude
our moft general views, contradi@s our ideas and
denominations, knoWws nothing of our arbitrary
characters, and aftorifhes us fiill more by her
exceptions than by her laws. Quadrupeds,
which fhould be regarded as conftituting the firft
clafs of animated nature, and are, next to man,
the moft confpicuous creatures in this world,
are, neverthelefs, neither fuperior in every re-
fpect, nor feparated, by permaneat charatkers or
attributes, from all other beings. The firft cha-
radter, that of having four feet, and from which
their name is derived, is found among the lizards,
frogs, &c. which differ fo much from quadrupeds
in every other article, that they have, with pro-
priety, been thrown into a diftin@ clafs. The
fecond general property, that of being vivipa-
Yous, belongs not exclufively to quadrupeds, but
i5 common to them and the cetaccous animals.
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In fine, the third attribute, that of being covered
with hair, which appears to be the leaf equivo~
cal, becaufe it is the moft confpicuous, exifts nog
in feveral fpecies which cannot be retrenched
from the order of quadrupeds, fince, wi

th the
wception of this character alone, their

refem-
And, as thefo
feeming exceptions of Nature are, in reality, but

blance to each other is complete :

the fha he en S 10 c

: & beings of the
moft remote kinds, we ought to feize thefe fine

gular relations as often as they prefent them,
felves.  The armadillos, inftead of har, are co-
vered, like the turtles, the lobflers, Se. with a
folid cruft. The manis is armed with feales
familar to thofe of fithes.  The porcupine carries
kind of prickly feathers, without vancs, but
having quills like thofe of birds. Thus, in the
of quadrupeds alone, and in the moft con~
nt and apparent charater of thefe animals,
that of being covered with hair, Nature varics
by making them approach the three very diffe-
vent clafles of birds, fithes, and the cruftaceous
tribes.  Hence we ought never to judge of the
nature of beings by a fingle characer; for it wi
always be imperfet and fallacious. Even two
ers, though extremely general,
are often infufficient ; and, as [ have frequently
semarked, it is only by the union of all the at-
tributes, and an cnumeration of all the charac-
ters, that a judgment can be formed concerning
the permanent and effential qualities of the pro-

dudlions
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Juctions of Nature. Accurate deferiptions, with-
outany attempt toward definitions, a more feru=
pulous examination of the differences than of
Fhe fimilarities, a particular attention to the ex=
ceptions, and cven o the fighteft fhades, are the
true guides, and, T will venture to_ afirm, the
anly means we poflefs of inveftigating Nature,
1f the time loft in framing_definitions and me=
thodical arrangements, had been employed in
making good deferiptions, we fiould not, at this
day, have found Natural Hiftory in her infancy,
t hould have had lefs difficulty in removing
her fwaddling cloths and her toys, and, per=
aps, might have advanced her age; for we
fhould have written more for feience, and lefs
againtt error.
®But to return to our fubjet.  Among vivipa-
rous quadrupeds, as we have feen, there are §
I fpecies of animals which are not covered
 hair. The armadillos alone conftitute an,
atire genus, which includes a number of diftinét
fpecies, and all of them are covered with a cruft
refembling bone. This cruft covers the head,
neck, back, flanks, rus
tremity of the tail. The cruft itfelf is
vered with a thin, fmooth, tranfparent fkin. The
only parts to which this cruft extends not, are
the throat, the breaft, and the belly, which are
cavered with a granulated fkin, fike that of a
deplumed hen 3 and, upon an accurate infpec=
on of thefe parts, we difcover, in different
places,
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places, the rudiments of feales, of the fame fup.
flance with the craft. Hence the fkin of thefs
animals, even where it is moft flexible, ha 5
tendency to become offeous ; but the offfication
is completed in thofe places only where the fkin
s thickeft, as on the fuperior and external pats
of the body, and on the limbs. "The cruft con
ffts not of one picce, like that of the turtle, bug
is divided into feveral bands, connected to each
other by membranes, which allow a certain de-
gree of movement to this coat of

number of thefe bands depends not; as h
imagined, on the age of the animal. The new
born and the adult armadillo have the fame
number of bands, as appears by comparing the
young with the old ; and, though we cannot be
certain that thofe which have more or fewer
bands never intermix or produce, it is at leaft

very probable, fince the difference in the number

of moveable bands is conftant, that they are
eithe

diftin® fpecies, or permanent varieties,
oceafioned by the influence of different climates.
In this uncertainty, which time alone can re-
ve, we have chofen to treat of all the arma~
dillos under one article, enumerating, at the
me time, cach kind as if it were a particular
fpecies.
by different names,
e been adopted by moft fubfequent
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hors.  Hle has pointed out pretty clerly fix
B er 1. The twelve-banded armadillo, oc
tcbf, Tu. 2. The cight-banded, or fatouite.

e fix-banded, or encuberto of Marcgrave.
. The three-banded, or atu-apara. _s. The
Eohtcen-banded, or cirguingon. . The ine-
boded, or cacbichame. . The different fpecics
Have been confounded by ather tavellrs, Bt
we have oceafion to borrow the deferiptions of
two kinds only, having feen the other four,

‘All the armadillos, except the cighteen-band~
ed, have two bony fhields, one on the oulders,
another on the rump. Each of thefe confifts of
one folid piece. Bt the cuirafh, which s like-
wife offeous, and covers the body, is. divided
tranfverfely into more or fewer moveable bands,
conne€ted by a flesible fkin. But the armallo
with cighteen bands has one (hicld only, which
is upon bis fhoulders. The rump, inflead of
2 thield, is covered with moveable bands, fimis
Ji to thofe above mentioned. We fhall now
deferibe each fpecies particularly, according to
the number of bands.
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THE THREE BANDED ARMADILLO ¥,

CLUSIUS i the firft author who deferibe
animal; and, though his defeription was akey.
from a drawing only, it is afy to percatoe, o
the remarkable characters of having three ryeer
able bands on'the back, and a fhort ta], b
s the fame fpecies of which Maregrave ha e
a good defeription, under the name of gop.
rI‘..m'H. The head is oblong, and almoft V””’
midal; the eyes are fiall, the cars fhory )z:d
ra.undc(L and the top of the head is ;0\' d
with a helmet confifting of one piece. O ol i
feet there are five toes. The two :\idd]c‘ch 'c
of the fore fect are very large, the two Iy
* teha o,

e

- This s

Tam apara Marcgra erey Hif.

cingulis tribus, pedibus
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ones fmaller, and the fifth, or exterior one, is
the leaft.  The claws of the hind fect are fhorter
and more equal.  The tail exceeds mot two
inches in length, and is wholly covered with a
fhell or cruft. The body is a foot long, and about
cight inches over at the broadeft part. The
back, or cuirafs, is divided into four joints, and
compofed of three tranfverfe moveable bands, by
which the animal is enabled to bend its body
and to roll itfelf up like a ball.  The fkin which
forms the joints is very flexible. The fhi
which cover the fhoulders and rump confift of
pentangular pieces, very equally ranged. The
three moveable bands between the two fhiclds
are compofed of fquare or oblong pieces, and on
cach piece there is a number of lenticular feales
of a yellowith white colour. Marcgrave adds,
that, when the creature lics down to fleep, or
when touched by any perfon, he gathers his fect
together, puts his head below his belly, and makes
the whole body fo perfeély round, that he has
more the appearance of a fea-fhell than of a
land animal. This contrattion is effedted by
means of two on the fides of the
body ; and it is with difficulty that the firongeft
man can force an extenfion with his hands.
Pifo and Ray have added nothing to Ma
grave's defcription. But it is fingular, that

who has giveu us a figure and defcripti

¢ affert, with confi
dence,
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dence, ¢ that this animal is unknown to the ng=
< turalifts; that it is extremely rare ; that it js
« found in the moft remote countries of the Eaft
¢ Indies ¥,’ &c. whillt, in fad, this Brafilian ar-
madillo s excellendy deferibed by Murcgrave,
and the fpecies as common as any other, not in..
deed in the Eaft Indies, but in America, where
it is very frequent. The only real difference
between the defcription of Seba and that of
Marcgrave is, that the latter gives the animal
elton Heh R e only four,
One of them muft be wrong ; for they both eyi-
dently deferibe the fame animal.

Fabius Columnaf has defcribed and given
figures of the dried cruft of an armadillo, cone
tradted in the form of a ball, which appears to
have had four moveable bands.  But, as this au.
thor was totally ignorant of the animal whofe
{kin or fhell he defcribes ; as he knew not the
very name of the armadill, though mentioned
by Belon more than fifty years before, but gave it
the compound appellation of chelomifeus; befides,
as he acknowledges that the cruft he deferibes
had been pafted together, and that fome pieces
swere wanting, we have no proper authority to

Indiz

pronounce,
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pronouace, 4 our modetn: nomenelators have
done *, that an- armadillo with four moveable
bands has an exiltence in nature, efpecially as
5o ‘notices have been: communicated by any
other naturalift, concerning this animal, fince the
imperfe& and fufpicious account given by Fabius
Columna in the year 16o: If it did exift it
would certainly have found its way into fome of
our cabinets, or been obferved by travellers.

THE SIX-BANDED ARMADILLOT.

THIS armadillo is larger than the former.
The top.of the heads the neck; body, limbs, and
i, are covered with a very hard offeous cruft,

of sngalar pieces.
which, and alfo on

igth of the bod i
There are five toss on cach foot

Though Belon makes no men-

e 4
e (m,mln\ Brafilianis
dorfo feptem font divifurz, cuc:
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compofed of pretty large pieces, moft legantly
placed. Each of the two fhields on the fhoul.
ders-and runip confite‘of onéipicce. e
indeed, 'begond the thield'on the Thoulder;
dekeitheliead)ratrapveablesband wHishlemsbles
the aniimal to:bénd:his nieck.  The Mhield crthe
fhoulders coiifis of five parallel rows, which ate
compofed of pieces that have five or fix angle
with a kind of oval figure in each. The cuim(';
on the back, or the part between the two fhields,
s divided into fix bands, conne@ed to each
nd to the fhields, by feven junétures ofa

hick flexible fkin. Thefe bands confit of large
fquard or oblong pieces. On the fkin of theaitts
there are feveral w imilar to thofe on
i throat; bredft and: bellyi= All e i ol
parts of the body, inftead of a hard cruf, are co-
i ulated fkin. The fhield on the

rder, the moaic work of

I of the moveable bands; the

2t 8 com polediofipictes Wery mlir D
SE 1 'on the fhoulders.. The crift of the
d confils of one picce, as

make fix bands.
, five armadillo prin

THE ARMADILLO. 371

fur as the moveable band on the neck.  The
muzzle is fharp, the eyes fmall and funk, and
dhe tongue narrow and pointed.  The cars,
which are naked, having neither hair nor cruft,
are fhort and brown, like the fkin of the dorfal
jun@uures. There are cighteen teeth in each jaw,
and five toes on cach foot, with pretty long,
rounded, and rather narrow than broad claws.
The head and muzzle nearly refemble thofe of a
pig. The til isthick atits origin, and gradusl-
Jy tapers toward the poiat, where it is very thin,
and rounded.  The colour of the body is a red-
difh yellow. The animal is commonly plump
and fat 3 and the penis of the'male is very con=
picuous.  He digs the earth with great eafe by
the affitance of bis fnout and claws. He lives
in his burrow during the day, and comes out in
the night only to fearch for food. He drinks
often, and feeds upon fruits, roots, infe@s, and
birds, when he can feize them.

THE EIGHT-BANDED ARMADILLO*.

THIS armadillo is not fo large as the fix=
banded fpecies. The head is fmall, the muzzle
fharp, the ears ered, and pretty long, and the

tail

s g two_inches long, fmall
black eyes, cight bands on the four toes on the fore-
feet, and five on the hiod. The length, from wofe to tail, is

Az about
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il is proportionably Tonger, and the limbs
fhorter than thofe of the fix-banded armadillo,
The eyes are finall and black ;. there are four tocs
on the fore, and five on the hind-feet; the head is
covered with a helmet, the fhoulders and rump
with two fhields, and the body with a cuirafy
compofed of cight moveable bands conne@ed to
cach other and to the two fhields by nine junc-
© ible fkin. The tail is likewife con
vered with eight moveable rings of cruft, and nine
joiuts oF flexible fkin.  The colour of the ciiral
on the back is an iron-gray, and the flanks and
tail are of a whitith gray mixed with fpots of
iron-gray. - The bly is covered with  whii,
granulated fkin, interfperfed with fome hairs,
The head of the individual deferibed by Marc-
grave was three inches long, the ears nea

ly two, the legs about three, the two middle
toes of the fore:fect one inch, and the claws

shout ten fiches, and that of the tail nine} Pensant's Sy of

Dafypus fepteme
plantis pentadadtylis
sam. . p. 560, Note, This
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Jalf an inch.  The length of the body, from
the neck o the origin of the tail, was feven
inches, and that of the tail nine. The cruft of
the fhields wasinterfperfed with prominent white
fpots of the fize of lentils, The moveable hands
were marked with triangular figures. This cruft
s not very hard; for the fmalleft fhot pierces
it and kills the animal, whofe flefh is white, and
extremely delicate,

THE NINE-BANDED ARMADILLO*

s defeription of this ani-
edt; thofe of Wormius

aud Grew are. much better, * Wormius's india
vidual

3 This fpecies has X s The cruft on the Moulders

and rump is marke s, There are
a ¥ tranfverfe cunciform

aws: Il de D meriquey o

Scba, in bis defeription, me
Cuchicame, Cachicamo, Auwco, che de chuca, &
Indian
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vidual was an adult, and one of the lirgeft of
the fpecies; that of Grew was younger and
fmaller.  We fhall only give their deferiptions
2 far as they correfpond with our own fpeci.
men. Befides, it is probable that the nine-
banded armadillo is not a diftin@t fpecies from
the eight-banded ; for, in every other refped,
they feem to have a perfect refemblance to each
other. We have two eight-banded armadillos,
wwhich are dried, and appear to be males; and we
have feven or eight with ninebands; one of them,
which is entire, is a female, the others are fo di
figured in drying, that the fex is not diftinguifh=
able, It would appear, therefore, that the cight-
banded is the male, and the nine-banded the
female. 'This is only a conjetur

mention here, becaufe, in the following article,
we fhall fee two armadillos, one of which has
more rows on the rump-hield than the other,
and yet their refemblance is fo great, that this
difference may depend folely on fex; for it is not
improbable, that a greater number of rows and
of moveable bands may be neceffary for facilita
ting the geftation and delivery of the females.

5 Hip. Nat. de IOrénogue, par Gumilla, tom, i

Dalypus novemcinélus, cingalis novem, palmis. teir

aylis; L

American armadillo; P4, Tra/.
A

llo feu Aotochiis N
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In the individual deferibed by Wormius, the
head was five inches long, from the end of the
muzzle to the ears, and cighteen inches from.
the ears to the origin of the tail, which laft was
2 foot in length, and compofed of twelve rings.
In an individual of the fame fpecies defcribed
by Grew, the head was three inches, the body
foven and a halfy and the tail eleven, The
proportions of the head and body correfpond
very well; but the difference in the tail is too
tonfiderable; and, it is probable, that, in Wor=
‘mius's individual, the tail had been broken, for
it ought to have excceded a foot in length.  As
in this fpecics the tail tapers to a point as fmall
45 an awl, and is at the fame time very brittle,
it is rare to preferve a fpecimen with the tail
entire, as in that deferibed by Grew-

*#,
Tup TWELVE-BANDED ARMADILLO™.

THIS animal feems to be the largeft of the
armadillo kind. Its head is thicker and broader,
and its muzzle not fo flender as thofe ;)f

the

+ This armadillo has broad upright ears. The craft on the
I , and that of the rump
bands on the fides, five
fore-foct, and five leffer

\ders s marked with oblong picc

on the bind. T s the body, and th

fome feattered. haies on. the. body s Pennant’s Sywpf of Ruid.

136 Y,
ang Ta
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the other fpe The legs and feet are‘alfy
thicker, and the til has no cruft, a peculiariy
which fufficiently diftinguithes it from all the
others. Tt has five toes on all the feet, and
twelve diftin@ moveable bands.  The fhield on
the fhoulders confifts of four or five rows only,
cach of which is compofed of pretty large quic
drangular pieces. The moveable bands are like-
wife compofed of large and almoft fyuare pieces,
Thofe which compofe the rump-(hield are nearly
fimilar to thofe on the fhoulders. The helmet
on the head confifts of large, irregular pieces,
Between the joints of the moyeable bands, and
in other parts of the armour, there are fome
hairs, like hog’s briftles. Upon the breaft, belly,
legs, and tail, we perceive the rudiments of
feales, which are round; hard, and polithed, like
the reft of the cruft, and, round thefe, are fnall
tufts of hair. The picces which compofe the
helmet, the two fhiclds, and the cuirafs, being
proportionably larger as in number in
the twelve-banded :

entitle us to conclu:

Guus feuts duobus, cingulis duodecim; Brifi

oo
Taws major_ mofchum red
Marcgravii.  Tata-kabaffo:
#2163

Kabafia is the. name given 10 this fpecies by the naives of

Cayemne. i
kind.
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Jind. Tn that reprefented in the figure, the head
svas feven inches long, and the body twenty-one.
Put we are uncertain whether that reprefented
in the former plate belongs to the fame fpecies.
They are fimilar in many refpects, particularly
in having twelve moveable bands. But they
ikewife differ in fo many articles, that itis per-
haps rath to-aferibe thefe differences to fex alone.

‘THE EIGHTEEN-BANDED ARMADILLO ¥,

MR. Grew firft deferibed this animal from
a fkin preferved in the cabinet of the Royal So-
cicty. Al the other armadillos have two fhiclds,
one on the fhoulders, and another on the rump,
But the cighteen-banded fpecies has only one
fhield, which is upon the fhoulders. It has ob~
tained the name of the weeq/el armadillo, becaufe

uft on the fhoulders and rump confifs of fquue picce;
dh, from nofs to e,
il ve and 2 haf;

7 given to the

ragnen, p. 248
s 2.1,
ibas poatadadtylis;

imj Briffn, Quat.

its.
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its head refembles that of the ‘weafel. From
Grew's defeription of this animal, we find that
the body was about ten inches long, the head
three, and the tail five. The legs were from
two to three inches in length; the forchead was
large and flat; the eyes were fmall, and the
ears an inch long. Tt had five toes on each foot,
and large claws, of an inch long, on the three
middle toes, the others being fmaller. The a
mour of the head and that of the legs were
compofed of round feales, about a quarter of an
inch in diameter. The armour of the neck con-
fifted of one picce, formed of finall fquare
"The fhicld on the fhoulders confifted alfo of one
piece, compofed of feveral rows of fimilar fmall
fquare fcales. Thefe rows on the fhield, in this
as well as in all the other fpecies, are continuous,
and adhere by a fymphyfis. The reft of the
body, from the fhield on the fhor
is covered with moveable bands
each other by a flexible {kin. Thefe bands are
cighteen in m\n\bur The anterior ones are
Targeft, and compofed of fmall fquare and ob-
long pieces. The pofterior confift of round and
fquare pieces; and the extremity of the armour,
near the tail, is of a parabolic figure. The firft
half of the tail is covered with fix rings, com-
pofed of fmall fquare picces; and the fecond
half, as far as the point, is covered with rregular
feales.  The breaft, the belly, and the cars, -are
, as in the other fpecies. Of all the ar-
madillos,
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madillos, from the moveable bands which =
i ar that this fpecies
has. the power of contracting and rolling itielf
up like a ball with the greateft cafe,
ve taken this defcription, s well as Mr.
on has alfo followed
M. Ray, and given a good defcription of this
animal, which he calls fimply the armadillos
But it is fingular, that Linnaus, though he had
the deferiptions of Grew and Ray before his
eyes, fhould mention this fame animal as hav-
ing but one band®, when it has no lefs than
éighteen. on p from a blunder
as evident as
Jou armadillo. Africa o
‘mfelinus of Grew, which, even from the de~
ferption of thefe authors, s different
animals. Tt is equ i :
deferibed by
the exiftence of that of Seb
feribes it, s doubiful.
African art illo has the whole a
body divided into three parts t.
true, inftead of man h
would be covered with one picce bounded by
the fhields on the fhoulders and rump. This
pallage is the foundation of Li error,

pedibus pentadac-




380 THE ARMADILLO.

who-calls the animal Dafipus unicinttus, tegmine
tripartito.

Al the armadillos are natives of America;
Before the difcovery of the New World, they
were totally unknown. "~ They are never mene
tioned by the ancients; modern travellers uni-
formly fpeak of them as animals peculiar to
Mexico, Brafil, Guiana, &c. and no perfon
ever pretends to have feen any of the fpecices
cither in Afia or ‘Aftica. va
indeed confounded the ai
with the manis, or fealy lizard, of the Eaft
Indies. Others have imagined that they exifted
on the Weft coafts of Africa, becaufe they have
fometimes been tranfported from Brafil to

#, who wrote more than two

gers have

g0, and is the firft who gave a deforip
tion and figure of an armadillo from a fkin he had
feen in Turkey, tel it came from the
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New Continent. Oviedo¥, De Leryf, . Go-
mara §, Thevet ||, Antoine Herrera §, P. d’Ab-
beville §, Frangois Ximenes, Stadenius *#, Mo~
nard 1, Jofeph Acoflaif, de Lagt |, and
all the modern hiftorians, mention thefe animals
25 natives of South America. - O all the writers
I have quoted, Fifo alone has advanced, but
without any authority, that the armadillos are
found in the Eaft Indies §§, as well as in Ame-
ric.  He has probably confounded the fealy li-
Jands with the armadillos. The former are called
armadillos by the Spaniards. This error has been
adopted by our nomenclators and deferibers of
cabinets, who have not only admitted the arma~
dillos into the Ealt Indics, but into. Africa,
though none of them ever exifted in thofe parts

B
omara; Hifl. Mexican. &c.
|| Singularités de la France Antardique, par
liv.
des Indes Occident. par Ant. de He

Maragno, pa le P.

in Brafifia, &e

it

es Indes, par Jof
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of the world, except fuch as were tranfported
from America.

The climate and country of thefe animals,
therefore, are not equivocal : But it is morg
difficult to determine the fize of each kind,
With this view, we have compared the kins of
a great number preferved in the royal and other
cabinets: We have alfo compared all the deferip~
tions of authors with our own, without being
able to draw any certain conclufion. It only ap-
pears, that the twelve and fix-banded armadillos
are the largeft, and that the three, eighr, nine,
and eighteen-banded fpecics are the leaft. The
kinds is more folid and harder
than that of the fmaller ; the pieces of whichitis
compoled are larger and fewer in numbe;
moveable bands

head of the larger

15 the
croach lefs upon each others
nd flefh are harder, and not {0 good,
Pifo fays, that the flefh of the fix.
dillo is not catable *; and Ni
us that it is noxio

banded arma.
remberg aflures
Barrere tells us, that
anded armadillo has a ftrong odour
of mufk. All a gree, that the flefh of
the three- rticularly that of the

eight-banded fpecies, is as good as that of a pige

maxima (fecir) tatopeba,
dalis s PiEvUERELN,
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They Tikewife remark, hat all the fmall Kinds
frequent the plains and ‘marthes; and that the
Jargeft fpecies. are found fin dry and elevated
aly *.
R e s 6 contrsc-
fing their bodies in the form of a ball with
more or lefs facillty. When contradled, the de-
£ of thelr armour is moft confpicuous i thofe
which have feweft moveable b‘:\nds. In this
fraation, the three-banded fpecies prefents two
Jtne voids betwween the fhields and the armour
of the back. None of them ean affame a form
o perfedlly round as the hedge-hog s they have
rather the figure of a globe very much flattened

cruft with which they are co-

, compoled of fmall conti=

guous picces, which, without being ‘moveable
or articulated, except at the joints of the bands,
are united by a fymphyfs, and may all be
feparated from each oiher when heated in »
fie. When the animal is alive, thefe fmal

picces, both in the fhields and moveable bands f,

there are armadillos
* In the woods of Oronock h i

four times lar; 5 Hit Nat. de.Orero-
four times la
; is very fenfible. When

complaiss, and Tolls Kmfef wp like ‘2
G e o, e campoc snd el Mnlelf ) e o

h > cach other, have another aloag
. ek, whieh m to extend and’ enlirg

iguey toss e
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obey, in fome meaflre, its motions, efpecilly
that by which it contra@s itlf. If this were
not the cafe, it would not poffibly roll tflf up,
Thefe pieces are of different figures in different
fpecies, and are always arranged with as much
regularity as the moft clegant mofiic work.
The thin pellicle which covers the cruft, is 4
tranfparent fkin, which has the effe@t of o
varnifh to the whole body. This fkin rifes a
good deal, and even changes the relicfs of the
mofuic work, which are very different when
it is removed.  Befides, this

a cover, totally independent of the internal
parts of the ani

body, whofe bones, and
other organs, are conftru@ed like  thofe of all
other quadrupeds.

The armadillos, in general, are inoffenfive ani-
mals, and do no mifehicf, unlefs they are allowed
to enter the gardens, where they cat melons,
potatoes, and other roots and pot-herbs. Though
natives of the warm climates of America, they
can live in temperate regions, - Some years ago,
1 faw one in Languedoc, which was fed in the
houfe, and went about freely without doing any
harm. They walk quickly; but they can nei-
ther run, nor leap, nor climb trees ; fo that they
can never efeape'thofe who purfie them, Their
only refources are to conceal th

holes, or, if too diftant from their retreats, to
endeavour to dig a hole before they are feized ;
for the m not more quickly than the ar-
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madillo. Before being totally concealed, they
are fometimes caught by the tail, when they
make fuch a powerful .refiflance ¥, that the tail
is left in the hands of the enemy. To prevent
mutilating them in this manner, it is neceflary
to ‘widen the holes, and then they are taken
without refiftance. Whenever they are feized,
they roll themfelves up, and never extend till
they are placed near a fire. Their crut, though
hard and rigid, is fo fenfible, that, when touched
by the finger, the animal feels the impreffion,
and inftantly contra@s itfelf. When their holes
are deep they are forced out by fmoke or by
water, They are faid to remain in their holes
during a third part of the yeart. It is cettain,
however, that they never come out but during
the night, when they go in queft of food. The
armadillo is hunted with fmall dogs, by whom
they are foon overtaken. They contraék them-

* The nine-banded armadillos, when their head and past of
the body are concealed in the hole, believe themfelves to be
ffe; and, indecd, the nothing to fear, unlefs the fo

be ‘ufed to drag them out. The Indian ar-

c he til, which s very long.

s them fo frongly to
Indian may pull off tho tail, but

2 aafe, the
1 of his bow, which
d then he is

G

par le Pére du Ter
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felves long before the dogs come up with thems
and in this flate they ar feized and carried off
When on the top of a precipice, they efeape
both the dogs and the hunter ; for they contray
and allow thechfelves to vl Uawi ke L LAY
without breaking their erufl, or recciving any

ry fruitful. The
L organs, great ge-

The female is faid to produce

t5 and, accordingly, the fpe-

ous.  As they make excellent

eating, they are hunted in every manner. They
are eafily taken with fnares, that are laid on the
edges of waters and other moift places, which
they al equent. They never remove far

they endeavour to regain upon every alarm.
They are faid not to be afraid of the bite of the
rattle-fhake 1, though it is as dangerous as that
of the viper. I f hat they live in peace
which are often found in th
holes.  The favages employ the cruft of
They paint it
with different colou
boxes, and otherfimal
and other writers,

Crmeticianl poe
imals.  They af-

ue, par Gumilla, p.
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fure us that the cruft reduced to a powder,
and taken internally, even in a fmall dofe, is a
powerful fudorific’; that the hip-bone, pulve-
rifed, cures the venereal difeafe; that the firlt
bone of the tail, applied to the ear, reftores hear=
ing to the deaf, &c. We can give no credit o
thefe extraordinary powers. The cruft and
bones of the armadillo are of the fame nature
with the bones of other animals. Effe@s fo
marvellous can only be produced by imaginary
virtues.

S U-P P'L’ EiMEES NI

OUR original figurc of the fix-bandedarmadillo
was taken from a preferved cruft, The figure
now reprefented was drawn from the life by M.
deSéve, who, at thc fame time, fent me the fol-
lowing deferiptio

¢ The male is fourteen inches long, without

reckoning the and correfponds. pretty

well with the defcription given in your work.

However, in your defeription, it is faid the

fhoulder-fhield confifts of five parallel rows of

fmall pentangular pieces, with an oval in each.

But thefe charaers feem to vary; for, in the

animal I have drawn, the fhoulder-fhicld is

BB 2
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of fix parallel rows, of which the
¢ fimall pleces are irregular hexagons. The
¢ rump-fhield confifls of ten parallel rows, and
he fmall picces are narrow fquares. The
¢ rows near the til lofe their fquare form, and
¢ become more round. The tail, a part of which
roken off, is four inches and a half in
in the drawing, I have m
< fix inch 1 walking, it carries the tail hig
d a litde crooked. The trunk is cover
ft a5 well as the body. The
ws, compofed of fmall
< jrregular he: The head is three inches
¢ ten lines lon, ¢ cars one inch three
i of being funk,

¢ lincs. 7
arked in your hiflory, is 1
the globe is pr
The
¢ wbercles, fro
¢ long white ha
part of the bod:
fore leg;
s four
longeft being one

es, the nest one inch ts
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of the fore feet. His penis, when drawn
out in a flate of repofe, is fix inches feven
lines long, neat four lines thick, and muft
augment _confiderably during_its erelion.
When the penis firetches, it lics upon the
belly like a fail, leaving a fpace of a line or
two between each circumvolution. I have
been told, that, when thefe animals copulate,
the female lies on her back to receive the
male. The one T have deferibed was only
¢ cighteen months old.’

M. de la Borde remarks, that there are two
fpecies of armadillos in Guiana. The largeft is
black, and weighs from eighteen to twenty
pounds. The other, which is brown, or rather
iron-coloured, has three claws of different
engths.  Tts tail s foft, and w

, being covered. with a fimple fki
¢ than the other, and weigh
e pounds only.
armadillos; fays M. de la Borde,
 bring forth cight, and fometimes ten at a lit
¢ ter, in their holes, which they dig very e
¢ When attempts are made to unkennel th
¢ mal, he labours hard to render the hole fill

¢ The larg

deeper, and d almoft perpendicularly

¢ He goss out in the

on worms, woodlice, and ants.

¢ good, and avour, fomev
¢ of a pig.

¢ brings {
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digs fill deeper, and is more difficult to catch,
When it rains, thefe animals go out during
the day; but, in fair weather, they remain in
their holes till night. They are always folitary;
and they are known to be in their holes by a
number of flies which follow their feent,
When the hunter digs in order to feize them,
they dig likewife; and, by throwing the
earth behind, thut up the mouths of their hles
fo completely, that no finoke can enter. The
females bring forth in the beginning of the
rainy feafon.”

The large black armadillo of M. de la Borde
may be referred to the twelve-banded fpecies,
which is the largeft of all the armadillos; and
the fmall iron-coloured kind may be referred to
the cight-banded armadillo, though M. de la
Borde fays, that its tail is naked, a fa& which
merits confirmation.

We have given a figure of an armadillo with
nine moveable bands and a very long tail
Dr. William Watfon has deferibed this ar-
madillo®, of which the following is an ex-
trat. This animal was living in the houfe of
Tord Southwell, and was brought from Ame~
rica. The figure, however, in the Philofophical
Tranfations, was not drawn till after the ani-
mal’s death, which is the reafon why it is rough
and hard, as it is #n our figure. This animal

* Plilofophical Tranfaions, vl liv. plate 7.
weighed
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weighed feven pounds, and exceeded not the
fize of an ordinary cat. It was a male, and
grew confiderably while in Lord Southwell’s
poffeflion. It was fed with flefh and milk, and
refuled to eat grain or fruits. Thofe who
brought it from America affured us, that it dug
a lodging for itfelf in the carth,
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