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+lfY, NOW DlCJ •1· PE:.oPLt;., 
If YoU ARt UND~R.18 -n1EN 
You'Rb A JU.VENILE UNDl:R 
STATE. LAW. A~D1HIS 
MEANS VOu~ GDT RlCJHTS. 
AND 1Ht:Rt.'S lTM~ WHE:N 
You &oTTo KNOW THE:M. 

YouR R\&HTS AA~ WHATT~S 1\AP ~ 
SECTION IS ALL ABOUT. WE'Rt: NOT 
1RlfiNG- TO TEU....YOU. WHAT TO DO. 
AIN T NOBOD\1 CAN DOniAT. WH:Ptl You 

DO WIT!-\ YOUR L\fE: lS FOR. YOt.l TO 
D~C..ti)[;, ThAT'S WI·H:RE: rr's AT . You'RE: 
A H\lM~N P,f,lHG. YOCL'~ B~AU'rJ~W... 
'iO\.l CONTROL YOlA~ LifE. 

THE.St: R\G-HTS AI\£: THE 
LAW . ll.\~Y CANT B'f: 
TAKI;N AWAY -fROt-4. Y~Ll 

· IF YOet1Rt: 1-\AR\\ASSE:!) OR 
A RRt.STfD. YoU. GoT R.l Gn1TS 
WI-I&TI-IE:R You BREAK 1HE­
LAW OR NCT. Tl1&~ ARt: 
YouR PROTECTION ~AW~T 
UNF"PIIR TRfAiMENT. 

ALL WE. CAN DO IS PLtT Y(JJ.. 
~lP Tb TH~ LAW. NoT JUST 1t> 
SlARVIV~.Bu.T TO U~£. THE: LAW 
lS YOUR TOOt.. IT'S NO GifT, IT~ 
A R~GliT. You. CAN MAK.~ !I 
WORK fOR. YOI.t. 



~ JLJ.VENILE 
CAN BE- ARRt;;STED 
IF HE:. IS 
SU.SP~Clt::D OF­
BR~AI<INC,. ANY 
CITY, STI1T'E OR 
fEDERAL LAW, 
OR I \= 1-\'£ I S 
SUSPECTED OF 
VIOLAllNG- A 
Juvt:NILE LAW. 
Tf-!ER~ ARE. 
SE.VER.AL WAYS 
TI-llS C.AN 

COl"\ J; ABoU.T. 
n ..., 

USUAL!,)" A "'\JcJYEN/1-e~ 
F;fl.S-r'" CoNT/ICI w; T"t·l 
7H&. LAW' IS A /V()/"Ic:G' 
TO APPE~/<. lA/ Clfll..i>RENJ 
cou;zr c:FNTEe ae lli?RESr 

IF ANI{ PE:ll-SO~ KNOW$ oF A 'JU.~t,m.£; WHO HAS 1} 101-ATl::D A L.A\.J 1-1~ M~V Tli"ti­
poLICii: IHE: POL-ICE" THt::to..J PlC,'E?ARE: A ~L..ICE ~E:Po~,. ABO 
Tl-t'E! INC !"PE"NT WHICH IS t;;t!Nr TO JvVcN IL.f: COlJRT. THill" P0'-1 

WILL ALSO S£N.D ANOl1CE \0111£ ~(I'{ENIL.Ir''.S A 
WEC 

A JtAVE:NI~E ~A..Y AlSO EE: AAR.t:.STI:D lF A 1'oLlC.E: A POL\C~MAN DoJ;.S NO\ HAVEToSAY· 
OFFIC.E.R.. SEE..S HIM DOING- AN UNU\WFUL AC.T-
OK BE:I-1£1/. A .::TtJv£/V!J..E f'Ro.BrJBI..Y 

t/1£1: /7CT 

- ' 

"~OU.ARE.U"Dt.R AARtST .. IN ORD=R 
~ AN A R R.EST 1b 1A K'& ?LAC.£: • 
Tf A 'Pe>LIC.~MAN SE.H'\S IN 1\Nt( ·WAl/ 
·To BE: TAKINC:r.You INTO CUSTODV. 
LIKE &RASBIN6- lfDLl R ARM I~ AT 
rr 1\S AN AR.R E S\_-



HOW tOOl YOU~ OUR'N6AN 
AR RESf t S UP TO yru .. -
'THt: l-AW 'REGU.iRE'S 'TiiAT 
Y(JU G'iVE YOUR NAt-"1'£!, 

APl>RE">"..S: ]>ATE". OF Bi1?r~ 
A.ND PARENT 15 NAME· 

l:>oN '' ,_, e-
iF )IDU bo Yt>U MAY 
GET BUsrEiJ:> FoR aB­
s;mucTiNG AN OFFICER. 

You WILL ¥Ro&r&..'/ 
BE. TENSI:,Sc.AitED. 
AND E:XC.ITE.D.CODI. 
JT. SNAKE l"t o ~ F! 
AND J.OOK.W~O . 

IS T~!:R.£? tf.Ot.t MAY 
tJE:t:D WITN~SSE:S 
LAlER.GE:T THEIR 
NAMES ANJ) BAJ){;£ 

NUt1GER.Of "THE: DFFI(ER 
WJ.lO ARRtSTS Ttu .. GE.T 
IH£ Ti KE: r..JO fl.AC&, 
OON'ITRU.Si 1b 

M!:MoR.l{ __ _ 

WRITE tr 
f) OWN ~S SOOI>I · '----------___;_;~...:...:;;:~ 
AS )'01J CAN, 

tN-'II<E THit r 811 Rl.A 
A..VJ> PIS'c?m>£'~1.'( 
CONj)V~T ._---....._,..--.--

..BUTYOUCAN SAVE: 
Yoo.RS&Lf A LOTOF~SSU:. 
IF YOU. DO YOUR~N<':r 
IN eOU.~ INSTE:AD 0~ 
1lft STREET-·- . . 

1{ei\1EIV18t::::R1 ASK 

FaR youR PARENf5 
A~b A J...f'JLV'YE~ 
WH£N you frR~ 
AR Rc SIE1>. 

t 



Wl1 EN AQR.E.STE.D, A JuV~U: ISU.SuAU..'1' 
TAK~N ~M~ OR lbTHE RlJ~ CEPARit"\E:NT. IT~ AT THlS POINT 

IHAT YOu &:Trffi 
KNOW YouR. R\~"TS. 

SOME BAS It ~\GtrT$ GU'\tlJ\NTEEO WI ll4E LA\J OF WISCONSIN 

c----.? AtiO THE U.S. SUPREME COURT c..----:> 

I Yo J (J} 1v' tlf1 r/ £ II t. /Ju) Y G:e AT ~ lv">' n Ms. IF )t u v 
c.'f?il'r P~'Y Fol! A'-"~>"£"~, tJ;,-'E'" aJ;Lt.. ce 11P?u1A/r~:.D 
roK y~v~ tF yov As~<: RJR A tl?t,()'/El< .. 

~, Yt>u ,~vsr CE Tol.)> tuH19r CH~R~~r oR C..t)l"/l')JJ!Alr. 

H~s i:..1e£N' rlj_/E)> A.5-AJN'.ST Yov. 

3. Yov /-/I?E' IVPT RE&v;Re..?> n sAy ANYn-IIN~ 

£;<c.;rpT )IOvl<. IV~m~ A ])j)/:?t: SS 
1 

])R TE 0 F 8JR Tl-4/ 

AND PARE /'J r ~s- N A ME. y 0 v MAY Re M A r ~-J s 1 LeNT 

If You WANT. ANYTHING YOV SA)I MA)' RE 

VS'E")> AS E~n D E~CE" AGAIIV s T You IF >'( J 

s;IA~T TPIL~~~~ . You mAy SloP AT ANY 
TIMt::. IF Yo v Do~ lr HAVE A l-AWYt=R 

~SK Fof? ONE, THE LAWYER WIL.'- TRL...' 
Yu v ~.u Hfn" 10 SAY. 

4~ Yov AN.l> YouR. t'A~E~rs MVST ~ 
To~!) IHE -ra~IZ AN.l> P&..Act: OF 

R~y H £ AR\ NG IN YOUR CASE: IN 
TIME"' TO PRE"M~e: -r=oR tr. 



~rtJ\Etii'\Bi:R) WHE~ ARR£srcD 
OR ~TOPPEb 'BY 711£: po.._,c.E; · 
Gl'V 1::: Yovr-t !'-lAMe- AJ>DR55: 

ltJ Sot-\& ?l.P£.6-S IN WISCONSIN YOU Covt...D 
BE TAKEAI ~ ms ~IJCeD6PT. A~D Q~~slio~u:D .•. 

A).)l> i:>ATE d'F" B\R-,-~ 50 ~vR_ 
PA~N"rs CAN BE" NCJTirJGl>-

J'PEt:l>ING il J> Yov,e &J.Q~si:,b;w 'r 
G/ VE A P/ldt'/Y NAI'\~ OR. ~~'( 

\r:I..E.~f: W~~ "J"l.lST M~~<a Yoo.~ STA'I 
AT TI-t!: ~Llc.E: tTPt.,-,ON I.Ot!&E.R l.ll\11-i: 

T t+E:'-1 TR.'t' 11:> fl '-t.t.Re e> u:r 
w~o YouA~··· 

'A/liD CAUSE ·y~v 

TO 8£ CHARG£1> WIT# 
OB.sti?VC7'1NG AN 
OPFICE.R 

~~Ei'\~, AA~Tl41N& 'lOU.. ~A'i MAY 8& 
USi:O A~INST 'lOLl.. DO,..'f TAS.KI E:Vi..RI 

I.OOK. 'lou. AAEN'T 
1-EA.V/NG- IHJ.VOIA DO 
SOME TAL.I<W(',, JAc.l(! 

Ci)JEMANO I!+AT Cr'ot.AR 
PAAE:NIS oR GUAADIA~ 
Be NOI1FI!:D ft?Mfo.A'lnV. 
litiS IS THE l-AW. n: THE 
~c,es AGAIAlSI You. 
M!i:. WI 1'00 S~ !OU.S 

ltb~ MAV BJ: R& t..E P6CD 1() 

'rbu.R PA~NTS, IF T!-+EV 

PRCXVII SE ro BRtN& Y,u 
TO Q:ltJ~. 
()THE"RW ISE"" 

You C..AN 8E 
'PoJT 11'1) ))E7EN • 

'T1D1V A~D Yl>v 
SHoJJ-j) Giil 
A 1-1 e,q ~ i/\!6-

Wilt-fJN .('4 H~ 

Ull, \JE ~ U\ll.o)I4Pir 
'fOI.l 010 ••• Vou.'Q: 
~·~j) TO tl6of.l (r •. • 

SoMEliNl:S THE: POJ..ICEMAt.J flrtAY 
fORG-E-T A&Lrr YOUR RtG#TS ••.. 

DON,T H~S IT AT~ To Ri:MINP HIM.-·-

6 



INFORMAL t1?tXa!l>~e-
(IJHcN Fl CaMPJ.~INT HILS SlieN MAD£ 
IIGA~N~T )'tJIJ~ Yov II.Nb YCJV~ PlfRENT..S 
MAY 8£ REt!IUIRC:.'b T() IIPPE~R BI:F~~E 
A PR~.8A7?~N ~FFie4R T() T£4-L ~<;>~~ 
.SI~E ~,. TNI .ST(J~~ .. 

REMEM6U- AT THE I/E~~IN6 BcF~~I' THE 
~IJ/JRTI~N IJ'Pit:EI?, )ldU HA~£ TN£ lflc-NT TO 
HAYG A I..AW'YE~ 1'/!.E..sENT /INP 7N4' PICHT 7'0 
I?EMNJtl S/J. £Hr. 

/fiE f',f48A71iN ~~Fie~ Mil~ bE<"IbE rHAr 1r 
IS NtJT N6(F~I/Jt.)' FtJ~ 'Y6l.J TO 6iJ rD C~~~ lor 
THAT 'ltJ/1 NEEJ> ~()1)/fJ.rEJ..IA/tr 0/t li]>VIC£. NE lllllfY 
IWJPoSE RE.ST~ICTION.S dN Yi?l/ rde A PE,('Jo)) (}!' TJJ-f£. 

'It»~ FAIJ.~££ 7D F4JJ-J.()t:A.J nle'~c RE.s-r~lcr/~ Mlf.Y 
CI/Q~E Y4U r() Go 7TJ Ct/UIIt.r Ar A J...IITE~ "b!JTE • 

FoRMHJ. PR"CEIJI/RE 
rH£ M().ST' t!4MM4N ltJ/jy A vi.IVENIL~ GET.S ro 
CtJuer IS 8Y &.Err/N G A Nil r1c£ TO /IPPEAR /IV 

f:~~ {f!t.~cl> A Sf.IMM;.)NS lfN}) PI!TITiti'N, 
v•v T HiliVIE A I..~WYEii IIY THE 

tiME Yt:JII ~~T 7a Ct~~ ASK File IJNI ~/IF.£~ 
'Y()tJ ~£7 TNE~£. ' _,. 

IF YOLt ARE EVER A WtTNE'SS IN A JLJ.VE.NIL~ CASE 
YCUWII-l.. Bf: lN~ORM~D Ol= Tl4E DATE ANDPLAC£ THROUGHA 
NOTICE. C/iLL.E.l> A StJBPogNA. \F YOU ·~Nir 
APPe:I\R IN Cout<r Wr\EI\1 G· lvEJ~ A Sl>Btt:>ENA 
YOU ffiA)I ~E ARRE:s;TJii'l>~ 

7 



If 11-\E: CJ.ULD ts FOu~D "Nor 
Gu 11-'"TY" 11-fE: CASE: ENOS HERf:. 

J 
( 

rORMAL 
6~UVEN1LE COURT 

PROC EOURE_...., 

"DETENTION 
HEARitJG 

PLEA ~ 

H/iEARING 

l)ISPOSI'rl ON 

(lF PL-EA) GUILTY) 

1f n\E-~\'\\1.'\)?l.E~ t-:IOT 6011-"t)' 'ib ntE_ 

C\-iAR6f-5, T~t: cAse:- G"c.s. TU A Fo~l"fAL 

tiE"Rili6. THf: CASE: W IL.L. BE: TR.I&f) 
PRtvA~t..'t, YOU MAY "ME"GVE..ST A 

FORtnAL 
HERRING 

8 

~OUND 

GuiL.TY 
OF"IHEOFfE 

.JlJR)' TRIAL- AT \\-l ~ 
T"RIA1..~ TH'E ~06/: 

O'R ~V~Y HEAR ,-HE 
EVIDE:.'Jef- AND O'f:TERMIIJc 

'NHE:THE-R. ntc CJilt...O IS 
GUlL TY OR NtJT 

GVIL/Y OF rNE 
0 HE-NSE. Qf,tR~t:O. 

'-J 

IF "'ou.. ARt: -Fo<.uJO 
GUIL-T¥ OFTfteOffEIJSG 

Wtll+ WHICH tfO({ ARJ: CHARCr~u. 
lH!: C.CURT DETERMtiJ~S 
Wt\AI HAPPENS NEXT f!;.:W\ 

A VAR!E'f't' of fOSS I t3tL.IT"ttS. 

~ 



lF (HE J"UVENIJ,..&. IS R>U.ND GUit-TY OF AN OFFENSe~ TNI= 

ITCil>GE DETERM!N£> rltr l>/.SPOS/riON, THIS WILL VARY 

WtTH ;H£ C..IRC..UMSIANCE.S OF THf= CAS&. 

The Court may find that you are a CHILD IN NEED 
OF SUPERVISION if you continually disobey your par­

ents in serious matters or if you skip school or run 

away from home a lot. You can be found IN NEED OF 
SUPERVISION if you are dangerous to the morals or 
health of yourself or others, if you are found in an 

illegal place, if you are employed in an illegal job, 

or if you've broken a law that only applies to child­
ren. 

IF THE COURT FINDS THAT YOU ARE IN NEED OF 
SUPERVISION, IT MAY send you back to your parents on 

condition that your parents do certain things OR put 

you on probation OR transfer your custody to Milwaukee 

County for placement with a relative or in a foster 
home. 

If you are charged with violating a TRAFFIC 

REGULATION and you are 16 years or older, your case 
will be in the adult traffic court, not juvenile 
court. 

The Court may find that you are a DELINQUENT 
CHILD if you have broken a law that would have been 
a crime if an adult had done it. 

IF THE COURT FINDS THAT YOU ARE A DELINQUENT CHILD, IT MAY 

send you back to your parents under certain conditions OR put you 

on probation OR transfer your custody from your parents for either 

special treatment or rehabilitation (Wales or Oregon). 

WAIVER OF JUVENILE COURT JURISDICTION TO ADULT CRIMINAL COURT 

If you are 16 years or older, the juvenile court can 

transfer its power to hear your case to adult criminal court 

for trial and sentencing. This is called a "waiver." 
Before you can be transferred to adult criminal court, 

a "waiver hearing" must be held to determine whether or not 

it is in your interest and the interest of the public to have 

you stand trial as an adult. You have the right to be repre­

sented by an attorney at the waiver hearing . 

In Milwaukee County the juvenile court is called "Children's 

Court" and is located at the following: 
CHILDREN'S COURT CENTER 
10201 Watertown Plank Road 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53220 
Telephone: 257-7710 

If your parents cannot afford to pay an attorney to represen~ you, 

they should contact the office of the Public Defender. The office 

is located in the Children's Court Center, telephone: 257-7728. 
9 



SO WHAT DOES THIS MEAN TO YOU? 

THATS uP TO YOU- You HAVE -ro MAKE uP YouR owN HIND ABOuT 
JHE" \..AlA). AT 50M~ T\ME YOU PRrJRA8i-f Wil-L HAvE" 
TO -l>~L W\\\-\ ?Di-1CE AND f01.li\T~ EV ~'N ~F you 
J>oN \T ]?RE"A~ --r•1E \...A uJ . ITS ,M Po \~TA NT IHAr _, 
You !<Now YouR ~rG'HTS .. 'REtvlEtv\E~ Tt> ASK. Fot--:. 
A )....AWYER AS SOON AS .FbSSIRL.E ... 

\F YOL\. s ~Ut,.,X) 'E:\JE;\2.. (>E fCUtJ\) DE l-.\~QlA.Et4TCR lN NEED OF SlJPEl?. 

t)Y \HE- :ruVEN\t_f; C.Ol\RT You AR~ NoT A CRlMI~AL! 

Yo~ ARE:. S"nW... ALL0t.J£\) To BECOME A Ct\JlL 

SE.R\/ANTl A ~Wc..E:kAN OR i...A~,J~E: ~ E.VE. N W rrJ.\ A J"IJ.\)E:f..Jit...E: CO~T 

R ~ c..o®. 

SO IF YOU... 00 Gt:T ff0 ~f: ,IU.M.~ mm rt..S NOT ~~I() 0...\JI~ y~ "''ff:_ 

/ 0 



IO B~ SUR&. Yott 
KNCkl You~Rl&HTS) 

JUST CUT OUT1RtS 

W51 AMO K££P IT 

WITH You. AND 11£RE's 
Ho? IN C. lrbu. NE.Vf:R. 

HAv-=. 10 Lt~r. tT. 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

C.u:r Al-CNG- ~TTE.O Ll~ E 

,------------------------
YOUR RIGHTS 

1. You can have a lawyer a t any t i me . If you 

can ' t pay for a lawyer , one wi ll be appointed 

for you , if you a sk for a lawyer. 

2. You must be told what char ge or comp l aint has 

been fi l ed aga i nst you. 

3. You are not required to say anything except 

your name , address , da t e of birth, and parent ' s 

name . You may remain s i lent if you want . Any­

thing you say may be used as evidence against 

you. If you start tal k ing you may stop at any 

time . If you don ' t have a l awyer , ask for one, ~ 

the lawyer wi l l tell you what to say. ~ 

4 . You and your parents must be told the t i me and 

place of any nea ring in your case in time to 

prepare fo r it . 

5. You may call witnesses on your side . 

6. You may have the person who made the comp l aint 

about you appear in court to testify under 

oath in your presence a nd you may ask him 

questions . 

7 . The judge or jury must find y o u guilty of the 

act you are charged with beyond a reasonable 

doubt. 

8 . Your parents must be notif i ed if you are 

arrested. 

9. You may not be held in a place where adult 

criminals are hel d. 

REMEl~ER: Don't resist an arrest, even if you 

are sure you are innocent . Wr i te down the 

details of your arrest, names of witnesse s, 

and badge numbers of the police wno arreste d 

you as soon as you can . 

~ 

L------- - --- - ----- - ------

II 



This handbook is not a substitute for a lawyer. The research 
reported herein was performed pursuant to grants from the Depart­
ment of Health, Education and Welfare and the Office of Economic 
Opportunity, Washington, D.C. The opinions expressed herein are 
those of the authors and should not be construed as representing 
the opinions or policy of any agency of the United States Govern­
ment. 
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