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Jearn not that he has ever been tamed like the
ounce, or that the Negroes of Senegal or Guiney,
where he is very common, ever ufe him for
hunting. He is generally larger than the ouhce
and fmaller than the panther. His tail, though
two or two and a half feet long, is fhorter than
that of the ounce.

The leopard of Senegal and Guiney, to which
we have particularly applied the name of leopard,
s probably the animal called Zngoi * at Congo,
and perhaps alfo the Autambat of Madagafcar.
We mention thefe names, becaufe it would in-
creafe our knowledge of animals, if we had lifls
of the names given them in the language of the
countries they inhabit.

The fpecies of the leopard appears to be fub-
je@ to greater varieties than that of the panther
or ounce. We haveexamined a greater number of

Lins, which differed from cach other,
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eitherin the fhades of the ground-colour, or in
thofe of the annular fpots, fome of which were
more diftindlly defined than others.  But thefe
sings are always fmaller than thofe of the pan-
dher or ounce. In all leopards fkins, the fpots
are nearly of the fume fize and figure; and their
chief difference confifts in the deepnefs or light-
nefs of their colours. The ground-colour of the
ikin differs only by being of a more or lefs deep
yellow. But, as allthelc fins are nearly of the
Yime fize, both in the body and tail, it is pro~
bable that they belong to the fame fpecics of
animal.

The panther, the ounce, and the leopard, inha-
bit Africa, and the warmeft climates of Afia only.
They have never fpread over the northern, or
even the temperate regions.  Ariftotle mentions
the panther as an African and Afiatic animal,
and fays exprefily, that it exifted not in Europe.
Hence thefe animals, which feem to be confined
tothe Torrid Zone of the Old Continent, could
never pafs over to the New by the northern lands 3
and we fhall find, by the deferiptions we are to
give of the American animals of this genus, that
they are different fpecics, and ought not to be
confounded, as moft ‘of our nomenclators have
done; with thofe of Afia or Africa.

Thefe animals, in general, delight in the thick=
eft forefts, and often frequent the banks of rivers,
and the environs of fequeftrated habitations,
where they endeavour to furprife domeftic ani=

mals,
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mals, and the wild beafts which come to e
sivers in queft of water. They feldom attack
men, even when provoked. They climb rees
with great cafe, where they purfuc cats, and other
animals, which feldom efcape them. Though
they live folely on prey, and are commony
meagre, travellers pretend that their flefh is not
bad. It is, indeed, caten by the Indians an
Negroes; but they prefer the fleh of the dog,
which they confider as the moft delicious food,
With regard to their fkins, they are all valuable,
and make excellent furs. The moft beautifyl+
and dearet is that of the leopard, one of whic),
when the yellow is bright, and the fpots very
Dlack and well defined, cofts cight or ten louise
dors,
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