Te State Beard

Frem: Helmes
Re : January pre beard repert
legialative Prejects

Cenventien Lebby Day in Austin

The Cenventien Lebby day is tenatively schedueled fer February
26,1974 in Austin, I have written up ;n article fer the Jan Veter
describing a very unstructured "de it meurself" kind ef a day, 1
will furnish infermatien ef Cemmittee meetings, C _nventien meetings,
restaurants in the area and menues, but weuld urge each lecal league
te de its ewn thing, 1'd appreciateinput frem the cemmittee fer
additienal ways te help the LLs be effective,

This plan is being prejected in the light ef possible‘change
related te the TEH grant fer a 2 day pregram involvin; ethers and
humanists, a dialegue and ®FEher.requirements.. K This weuld alse

fellew up
invelve dialegues in varileus ferms in the cemmunities ef the LLs.
We will need te plan fer varieus alternatives depending Qn getting
the grant, In any event therlasf week in February is the time best

suited fer either er beth ef these happenings.
















































l/ December 1, 1973

To: Eetty Conner ce: Schmidt, Holmes, SO
From: Chris Erasher
Ye: Stuate Convention Office

I think Grsce's outline of duties, responsibilities, etc. are perfect as far

2s I czn see at the moment, It looks as though she has everything under control.
Az T can see ity I will help out wherever needed, but will not be operating
during the convention as I have been or will do during a regular legislative
session, . I think this group can handle everything that needs to be handled
ander Grace's able supervision, With the uncertainty of gas rationing, I may
not be able to take as many trips to Austin as I do during a regular session,

so it is great to be set up as it is,

I defimbely think that someone should be hired to tske Grace's oifice duties
over when she is not able to be there, With constent committee hearings
anticipatéd, the Corps girls will be plenty busy with attending hearings,
preparing their reports, TFis, etc.

is far the office hours, I think Grace and the TCH Corps will be the best
Judge of just when the office needs to be oven. I think getting the work done

for the League is more important 4 2 o
g e 1mp than ER ig this' o i o0

Grace: Will you need the filing cabinet and the legislator's files for the
office? I will be leaving for Louisiana somewhere around Dece 17,
and will not return until just before the State Doard meeting in
AuStin +a....probably the Lth or 5th, This is Tom's vacatiocn time,
and the only time he has a chance %o go off somewhere, SO we z¥e
taking advantage of it! 1 can teke the files with me when I go
for Board meeting, so let me know.

No arrangement has been made for legislative service, but if we
find that it is impossible to go without it, we can alwaeys contact
the Texas Legislative Service for this perlod of time, after the
convention has started.

This is all I can think of noWe.....the days ahead are going to be truly
hectic. Happy Christmas Zeason!









LOBBY SCHOOL-LEGISLATIVE DAY IN AUSTIN

FROWM: HOLMES
RE: VOIER JAN 2 1973

LOBBY SCHOOL-LEGISLATIVE DAY I¥ AUSTIN

FEBRUARY 26 and 27 are the dates for
all LWV members who are interested in
sharpening their lobbying techniques and
applying them to the members of the &ird
legislature to be in Austinl Cur "wiwi-
bility" as well as our “knowledge-ability®
will be especially important this year
with s0o many new legislatome. The more
women we hawe on the scene the greater
the impact will be,

Lobby school will begin 1:00 Monday
at the First sethodist church across
fron the ecapitol grounds at 12¢h § Lavaca
streets, The emphis will be on the "How
To's" of lobbying on the state and locsl
levels of government, We will hear from
& panal of expsrienced lebbyists and
then divide into regional workshops ;no:
discuss local problems and strategies
for dealing with them. The day will
conclude with a dinner that aight,

Legislative Day will begin st 9315 ad
on Tuesday at the First Methodist Church.
We will hear from several legislators
who have introduced bills of LWV interest,
They Wil be aple o, Ehh.uBeYUI 00, 0A1 L

m&’ Eﬁm‘ifa‘%’. valuable prepavation












page 2 Legislative Projects repert

the State Resource FPeophe eﬁphasized special legislatien feor luncheen
conversati®n, The visit te the Capitel,300 streong,te observe the House
and Senate in session was ene ef the high lights of the day.

The luncheeon was hectic with the Senatrers arriving on time and the
Representatives an heur later, We were complimented that 140 of rhe 181
legislaters accepted our invitatiens, and we lobbied all over the place,
Gov. Briscoeand Lt,Gev. Hebby sent their regrets, but Speaker Daniel
came and made a brief addresss to akl, emphasizing his referm legislatien,

Austin is always an exciting place te be, and 1'm se glad se many eof yeu

ceuld be a part eof these two exciting days,
Stage

w}iegislative Office

State
ThepLegislative Office Has been epen sinwe early January. There were 7

applicants fer the jeb of part-time secretary. Chris Brahher interviewed
them all and chese Dee Dee Harvey, a member of the Austin LWV, Dee Dee .is
undersyands the irratic demands of the jeb, the League Linge, and werks
well with thle public and all ef our velunteers,

The Austin LWV supplied us with their equipment: desk, chairs, table and
Gestetner, They saved us lets ef meney and we are mest grateful te them
for thefr generoesity.

Chris Brasher puts eut the Newsletter and Times Fer Actien frem this
office, All of the material cennected with Lebby Skhesl and Legislative
Day, were handled frem this effice. All of the bills pertaining te LWV
legislative cencerns are ordered and distributed te State Reard members
from this office. The Capitel Cerps., members werk eut of this effice,

The legislators are constantly centacting us there, and the public either
drep by, er pheme us regularly, All ef this is te say, we are at work fer
yeu, ﬁgg;and are playing a very impertant rele in making the LWV presence

felt, heard and seen in Austin,









( Holmes January Pre- board report cont,)
to ask Legislatore who are Sponsoring bills of LWV interest , to brief us on
the ststus of the bill and tell us where we might need to go to work, Maybe
by the Board meeting Chris will know who these people are and we can have it
firmed up.
Eetty Anderson suggested we might feature the new women legislators in some
WaYeesany ideas about this?
The Legislative Office can get out the invitations to the non_league
legislators and do the necesaary work on the Kits so S0 can work on COnvention,
Tenative agends ,...subject to revision
11=1:00 Registration at First Methodist Church (& publication table)
1:00-1:30 Chris Welcome Iptroduce Capitol Corps. Explain how §C works and
the role of the Local League and LL members,
1:30-5;3299 Professional lobbyists tell us how they operate,
2:30 = 2:45 break into regional workshop sessions
2:45- 4:30 Discugsion of local lobbying problems and techniques by participants
and moderated by State Board person and LL Pres, or Leg.Chairman,
6:00 Dinner at the Driskill Hotel followed by Speaker(legislétor who can
tell us what he considers effective lobbying2 and maybe Cactus
Pryor"s political satire,
e tive
8=9:30 Registration at First Methodist Church w/coffee and donuts
9:30-10:00 Welcome by Veta Gov? Lt, Gov.? REmarks by Chris
10:00- 11:00 3or4 legislators who are sponsoring LWV top priority bills
telling us how the bills are doing, what the problems are, and
what we need to do to help,
11:00 march up the hill to observe the House and Senate in Session
12:30 meet legislators for STEAK lungh at the Commadore Perry, Tables will

be reserved for Leagues whose reservations are in Leg.,Office by Feb,2l

2:15-3:30 talk back to hear information gathered at lunch from legislators,












LEGISLATIVE PROGECTS REPT., CONT.

LWV _PINS
THE CAPITAL CORP MEMBERS FEEL THAT AN LWV INITIAL PIN WOULD BE HELPFUL

IN IDENTIFYING THEM TO THE 90ONEW MEMBERS OF THE 63RD LEGISLATURE. THE
CAPITAL CORP MEMBERS WOULD PURCHASE THESE AT THEIR OWN EXPENSE.I WILL
BE EXPLORING DESIGNS AND PRICES., ANY LOCAL LEAGUES WHO MAGHT BE INTERESTED
IN THIS IDEA FOR "IDEBTIFICATION" CAN CONTACT ME FOR FURTHER DETAILS.






Lo

Jould omit: ‘
Ste ak lunch(prefer roast beef, cold plate, chicken salad,
or box)--5
Lunch all together (too noisy) :
Visiting the Capitol....Meeting at the church...."Cur state
senator'.

Would have added:
Attending committee hearings--9
Guided tour of Capitol....More time to go to Capitol.
Longer "in depth" briefing on legislation....Use resource people--5
For kits: List of bills by number that LUV supports....
Short legislative newsletter....Halcyon's touch: a press re-
lease to take home... Senate and House seating charts....
Fach legislator's voting record....Sheet for reporting con-
versation with each legislator.
BuffetSliunch ... Round ‘tables....0r brezkfast....0r cocktails

».0r dinner....0Or small groups--16

lisle sl Sl st sl sho St ol e bl sl sl Sl boabe sbodhe o0 b alo gt bt G2 A0 Lt g ol b i s s Lt A b b e <Lt e
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COMBINED LOBBY SCHOOL/LEGISLATIVE DAY

Iiked:
Makes sense--18
Saves time and money--19
Makes Legislature more aware of our presence
Good turn out

Nid not like:
Too hectic....Exhausting.--7 < B
Too many people....Too mush noise at luncheon.
Makes it difficult for many to attend.

. vefer regional Lobby School?

15&? no maybe ? occasionally in additio
5 24 g 4 2 | 3 '
Suggestions:

Instead of dinner and speakers, watch committee hearings.
Not enough recognition of State Fresident and State Board
Fewer and shorter talks and speeches.

More publications available pertaining to the Legislature
and lobbying

Schedule lunch fior 1:00.: .Have buffet.

Committee of Austin people to help plan.
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If your organization is interested in promoting a program which might
be an extension of an existing function of one of the departments,
try to get the administration (the governor and department head) to
include your program as part of the administration's program. The
program must then be agreed upon early in July or August since that
is the time that departmental budgets are formulated. Obtain the
support of other organizations. Get to know your legislators. gggf
tacts between members and legislators should begin before the session

starts.

2. DURING SESSION ACTIVITY

Since the majority party controls the flow of bills through each
house, the most effective legislators to introduce your bill will
be the House Speaker or the Senate President, the chairman or mem-
bers of the committee to which your bill will be referred, or a
majority leader in either house. Find out which committee your
bill has been referred to by checking the referral list issued by
the clerks of each house, from the records clerk of each house, or
from the Status Table published weekly by the Legislative Reference
Bureau and distributed by the Senate Print Shop. Once you've learn-
ed which committee(s) your bill has been referred to, contact the
chairman or members of the committee to get an early date for a pub-
lic hearing.

When testifying on your bill, be prepared to discuss:

. What your bill is about;

what the cost of the program will be;

how the program can be financed;

what public interest is served by the bill;

who will benefit from the bill;

who will be affected by the bill;

what other states have similar legislation;

what significant groups favor or oppose the bill and
Why .«

@30\ Fwn -

Be prepared to submit the necessary number of copies the committee may
request. If asked a question to which you do not know the answer,
tell the committee frankly that you don't know but will look it up

and send the answer to the committee members. Get other organizations
to testify in favor of your bill.

Keep yourself informed on the status of the bill. Keep track of leg-
islation dealing with the same subject matter as your bill., Consult
with friendly legislators for advice on the best strategy at different
points in the life of your bill,

When your bill is finally referred back to the floor for third reading,
be sure you have counted the necessary votes before it reaches the
floor. You need a majority vote of the members of the house for final
passage. If you do not have the required number, consult with the
Speaker or the President or the committee chairman and ask that they
postpone final vote on the measure.










































































