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found thefe two animals in the cabinet of M,
Aubry, who obligingly permitted us to deferibe
and draw them.

The pekan has fo firong a refemblance to the
pine wealel, and the vifon * to the martin, that
they may be regarded as varicties of thefe foc.
cies. They not only have the fame figure, the
fame proportions, the fame length of tail, the
fame quality of hair, but the fame number of
teeth and claws, and the fame intin& and man.
ners.  Hence we may conclude, that the pekan
is  vasiety of the pine weafel, and the vifon a
variety of the martin, or, at leaft, that the fpe-
cies are fo allied, that they exhibit no real dif-
ferences. The hair of the pekan and vifon s
only browner, and more luftrous and filky than
that of the pine weafcl and the martin. But this
difference, it is well known, is common to them
with the beaver, the otter, and other animals of
North America, whofe furs are more beautiful
than thofe of the fame animals in the North of
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o HLE fible s mentioned by almoft every
paturalit, without knowing more of it
dhan the fkin, M. Gmelin is the firft who gave
a figure and defeription of this animal. He
fuw two of them alive in the houfe of the go=
semour of Tobolfkis - ¢ The fable; fays he,
¢ refembles the martin'in the form and habit of
< body, and the weafel in the teeth. It has fix
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¢ cutting teeth pretty long, and a litfle crooke
¢ and two canine in the under jaw, and fmall
fharp teeth in the upper. It has long whi
kers round  the mouth, and large feet, all
armed with five claws. Thefe charaters were
common to both the fables. But the one was
fh brown colour all over the body,

the hair w
fmaller, and of a yellowifh brown colour,
¢ with the ears and under part of the chin of a
ler caft. Thefe are their winter colours;
¢ for, in fpring, they change by the fhedding of
¢ the hair. The firft fable, which was of a
¢ blackifh brown, changes into a brownifh yel-
¢ low in fpring ; and the fecond, which was of
¢ a yellowifh brown, becomes a pale yellow. T
¢ admired,’ continues M. Gmelin, © the agility
¢ of thefe animals. Whenever they pereeivea
¢, they rife upon their hind-feet, to prepare

¢ for the combat. In the night, they are ex.
¢ tremely refllefs and a@ive ¥, During the day,

¢ on the contrary, and particularly after eating,
v fleep half an hour or an hour,

be pufhed, fhaken, and even
From' this de-

¢ pricked, without awak
on we learn, that the fables are not all of

* ywith grea
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e fume colour; and, confequently, that the
*omencltors, who deféribe them by the fpots
o colours of the hair, have employed a fil-
fuous chara@er; for thelrcolour not only
s in different feafons, but the individuals
" the famne and of different climates differ from.
each other.

The fables inbabit the banks of rivers, and
e thickelt parts of the woods. They leap
¢ agility from tree to tree, and avoid
the rays of the fun, which are fsid, in a fhort
ime, to change the colour of their hair. Itis
pretended; that they conceal themielves, and lie
H 4 torpid flate during the winter *; and yet
s s the beft feafon for hunting them, becaufe
heir fur is then better and more beautiful than
in fammer.  They live upon rats, fithes,

‘ops, and wild frits. They are very ardent
in their amours : During their feafon of love,
they emit a firong odour, and their excrements,
at all times, have a difagrecable finell. They
are chicfly found in Siberia: There are not
« Of e two fables mentioned by M. Gclin, the fickt came.

fom the province o d the fecond from that
fowien,  We likewife learn, from his account of Siberia, that

tains of Sopka Sinia, black fables with
‘of which s probibited; and that a milac

Veangai. *1
 inswhich the Calmucks had brough
+ guithed by the name of Kanga
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many of them in the forefts of Great Ruffa,

and ftill fewer in Lapland. The blackeft fable

are moft clteemed *. The fable differs from all
3 ce, that the hair
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Some naturalifts have fufpected that the fible

1 the fatberius of Ariftotle; and I believe their

conjecture is well founded. ~ The finenes of the

fur is a proof that the animals are often in wa-

ter; and travellers inform us ¥, that they are ne-

yer very numerous, but in finall ilands, where

the hunters go in queft of them. Befides, Aric

fiotle mentions the fatherius as a water animal,

and ranks it with the otter and beaver. It

is likewile to be prefumed, that, when Athens

plendor, thefe beautiful furs were

at the animal which

Now, there is

be applied

Jatherins, efpecially i

it be true that the fable eats fith +, and con-

tinues fo much in the water as to be reckoned
au\p]nhiuu.,

§ U PP LU BEMAEEN
TO the article fable we have nothing to add
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¢ The fables live in holes of corrupted trees,
or under their roots, or on rocky eminences,
s are conftructed with mofs, branche

and turf. - In thefe holes, or neft
ntinue twelve hours, both in fummer
The remainder of their time

queft of fubfiftence.  In fpring,
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round it, to a
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arp flakes, and cover

vent the entrance of

row paffage, above

b is placed a beam, fupported only by a
and, as foon as the fable touches

y off the picce of fieh th, put
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