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G. M. Slaughter,
Roswell, N. M.
Dear George:--—

We have to~day received a Conveyvance of 39.86 acres
of land from Adcock & Wife, with an abstract accompanying same. In the
description of the property conveyed I find only 1,4'éf One Share in the
North Spring River ﬁiteh Company, and the information received about.this
trade was that we were to get 2 shares in the Lea Cunningham Diteh.

The Abstract as sent fails to give any plof of the 1énd, and the land
surrounding it, which is necessary in order to locate it, and see that
we are getting the right land. Mr. Ira P. Wetmore was the abstractoi
and you might call on him, and have him to make out a plot of this pisce
of land, and the land surrounding it, and see that it is the'land we are
to get., In shoft, you must see that the description id correct.

Please attend to this matter at your very earliest

convenience, and let us know whether the description is correct. Also

have the plot sent here, with some explanation concerning the discrepancy
of Sheres in water rights.

We take great pleésure in informing you that Mr.
Wright won the Kaufman County Case yesterday. The Judgment of the Court
was that DeVitt take nothing by his suit, and that Slaughter take Judgment
for the land, and that a writ of possession issue to the Sheriff of Lub-

bock County to give Slaughter the land, and that DeVitt pay all costs. -
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"' DeVitt's Attorney, S. H. Cowan, gave notice of Appeal. The appeal, how-

ever, if made, is in the nature of postponing the matter, and allowing
DeVitt to hold possession as long as possible, ﬁFirst blood for the
Slaughter outfit.n This breaks DeVitt and Flato's hold in .that <pasture.
Trusting to hear from you in regard to this
Adcock Deed at an early date,
I am, very truly,

Your brother, :

Evichk Do, the,

j@ e o 8
2R o Aeocts, , gﬂt/fé4§%4» :
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Max' foni——
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Nar. 18, 1901.

Ge Ha

0o I want you o get the Tean, and Ambulance, and sstm:t 1t
down toward Big Springs, ‘and let i% come by lubbosk, Jack Alley! s, <

@ail, and then on to Big Springs. 1 want 4t to come slowly, 80 89 no'b

to hurt the horses. You had bhetiax haw, 1 vair of horses ir;wm Ol}.B day,

and one the next, as v@rv rew men ool Grive a heavy hack 80 &s not Lo
mart the teanm. I may not come up, a3 rr*;sr gyen are hegj.nnin:; %0 }:nu_:'t. a1
wire me when yo;u gad raar.w to staprt the Teanm and Hack, as I may 1ot 50,
ang may wire you, when I get vour tolegrar, net 40 gand 1t It’ yon dont
get this letter in time, will $ry to meet you, Have the driver £ollow

the main road to Lubbock, then the madn réad ‘b0 Jask A1l W'q t‘; c uw

cumedn road to Galls If ¥ po I will got %o Big Springs Sunday moaming‘

(24%h) and will meet Bob ihere, and will stfik.e gut for Gail and will

get there Mondsy Horning ak. Have 8 cages, vary im:ortam oNes st
L ] ¥

gt Gail for the 25ih. mxpect to be at Gall ab least t1ill the 29th oF
thres ;
s0th, as we have to set to Lubbock on the 144 vhere we have %EE CAKER

WORLDS FAIR CHAMPION, 1893,

DALLAS LITH.CO

for triel April lst. Be surs and wire me when vou get the hack and team

ready to abart, and I will wire you what %0 40.
Your father,

/C(i44LJ252%21«A,7 A

Gs G Sloughted,
ber
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g, M. Slaughten,
Roswell, N. M.
Dear Son:-——

Mr. J. E., Jones, of Collins Co., who ranches in Cotile Co.,
is.coming up to Roswell to huy some bulls. I dont kncw much about his
responsibility but I told xmm him to take you a letter from his bank.
Told him you would sell him 1/4 eash énd balance in 12 months at 8% int.
i think Iltold him the bulls would run f?om 75.00 to 100.00 according to
number, I think he wants 5 or 6 but you may get him to take 10 or.12.
Put them to him right. Told him about the Harding sale at 70.00 for 70
head.,

The very dark-muil (black-mail) suit is dragging along.

It is‘a slow, tedious trial. We are making a strenuous fight, and seems
to me that we are making gooff proof of the truth of the charges contained
in the famous challenge agasnst Hayden. The Plaintiff's eharacter is
getting a good airing, and think the jury is finding out what he is

and what his atrociuvos way, plan, policy and ideas are. Unless some—
one is put on for the purpose of hanging the jury I believe we will get

a clear verdict. It looked to me yesterday like the man who had cought

the panther, and wanted somebody to turn him loose. I dont know when

~we will get through. I want to get on the stand the latter part of this

week, so I can go to the Convention next week. I understand Bob is goc-
ing. Are you going? I suppose Dick has kKept you posted about cur land
matters, I think land is rising very fast. I had a talk the other

dav with a man about
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some land three or four sections south of the headquarters on Runningwater.

Party wanted to know what ¥ would sell 1aqg@at on the cereek adjoining.
Told him would sell everything east of tﬂé headguarters at 3.50 per acre.
Would not price the old headquarter ranch. I told him my R. Wf R

was for sale but had not priced it. I think that the time is'aot

far distsnt when we will sell at a good price. Land is all the rage

T1OW » Have your piectures, A. B. & Bredwell one with you sitting down

is very good. Both show up well. The flowing well is also fine.

And you Vat is good. We will put thém up in the office. We wrote you
yesterday and sent you check about the land. You want to be careful '
about the water. Have a little ccld, but it is going off allright. Bal-

ance all well. With much love and affection.

I am your father,
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Capt. G. M. Slaughter,
Roswell, N. M.
Dear Sirt—— |
Replying to yours of the 24th of June and 3rd of July, will

say your report is very full and encouraging about the condition of the
ranches. Muchlbetter than Jack's reéent report. He_says B [ L= G i
and has less wager since he has been on the ranch. No recent report
from Bob. Generally reports are that it is very dry and water scarce.

sx*Referring o your first letter, enclose you Donohoos letter about
the Milig. You had better order them yourself. Use your best judgment.
Think his figures are as good or better than we can do. Also enclose
y;a“Boyds note, marked paid. When you turn it over to him, report
how it was paid. You can order the wire stays as you want them, as we
have a contract with Anchor Fence Co., of Ft. Worth. I would not erdsex
except as you need them. While on this subject, will say had a very
good. letter from J. W. Gordon, saying he would join us in putting up
the fence,rénd would like to buy or lease the land. He says there is
no well on Zzavalla, I wrote him that we wanted the land for our own use,
but if it was for sale, would give him the option or refusal. Also X
wrote him I would send some posts to his house and asked him to look -
after them. Presume the bull teams are now halling them. I would sug-—
gaét as soocn as yoﬁ ecan get a surveyor, to survey off that land. Also,

as soon as you can get to it, to put your well machine to work and bore
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two wells somewhere in the vicinity we agreed on. Am anxious to fence

and water that as soon as possible.  Think we will get the Kaufman Co.

well sometime in September, as the case is now before the Court of Appeals.

Wright has submitted his br.ef. Soon as the case is decided will let
Maverick

you Know. Think we will get XawxxxXa this fall tgo. You have lots to

do down there. Think now we want a well bored somewhere in the Soutle

east corner of Zavalla also, as sSoon as we can reach it. I intend to

move the two west rooms of Buffalo there and porch them, and make a fine
Place. Think we had better have someone live down there. Am well
pleased with your description of the water, at Boyds, Protection and A.B.
And also the deseription and location of the cattle. Think you are ex—
ercising good judgment. Also approve of your machine to keep up water.
Think I would put it to work. The whole thing depends upo: water in

that country. I should try very hard to keep a supply of water ahead.

Yes I would muke all the water I could at the scraped out wells before

I would leave there. **x*Now as to Vacecine. I will have Dick to inves—
tigate as far as he can, where the best and cheapest can be had. I dont
belive in it very much, but it is worthy of a trial. Your ‘report on Puro—
Pneumonia out by Roswell, connected with what I See in the RIEXX papers
about cattle dying about Vernomn, locks rather scary. I cant hardly

think that Pluro-Pneumo ia is in this Country, but cant shut my eyes

to what they say. If that disease should break out in western herds,

it will devastate the cattle ranches of the staked plains.
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But I believe in taking a more hopeful view of it, and hope that the vets
are mistaken. You have a great herd of cattle and a great ranch a-
head of you, with lots of labor, care, ﬁéil, and no doubt, many disappoint-
ments, with large expenses, but the only thing I czn say is to keep knock-
ing at it, using your very best judgment, coupled with diligence, per-
geverancy and accuracy, remembering that a smart man makes mistakes, but
only fools make the same mis-—takes twice. Dick has just returned from
Alpine, County Seat of Brewster Co., where he made legal tender we for
all the money we owe them. He argued with them the best he could, and
whle they refused the money, he is of the opinion that he will finally
get a deed. From all I know he attended te his business in a business
way. Bud has just returned fraﬁ Coke County County Seat, where hé ten
dered them Legal tender for a'l the money we owe them. They refused and
gay they will bring suit. Think we can beat them. - My health has
been splendid since my returm. I shall long remember the pleasant

trip we had together down to Lubbock. Bob came to Jacks the 2nd evening.
Had a splendid time wth him. Went over'everything.' R. L, wag along
with me too. R. L. is one of the best shots I ever saw to his agee.

He ean turn an anfelope or wolf easily with a 30-30, at long range.

i got'badly sunburned on the trip, as the last day was pretiy warm. il
feel that the ozone that I breathed on the trip has done me a great deal
of good. I got home the 14th. Hayden Suit was opened on the 17th.'

L
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Ans still continues. We have a fair jury I think, but mostly from the
Country. I hope for an acquittal, but cant ssy what a jury will do.
Finished my evidence last Wednesday afternoon. Was under the fire of

cross—examination for more than 7 long hours, Dont think they got very

much out of me, as my own counsel asked me only & two questions on the

re-cross, In the long exgmination, it fully developed that I am the
man they are after. Hayden brought a man some 2 or 300x miles S. W.

of here that claimed he was one Henry Evans, to swear aganst me, making
it up out of whols cloth. The gist of his statement was that I told.

him at San Antonio that I was trying to down Hayden. I swore I never
made any such talk to anyone, and that I was positive his story was made
Up., The Jury has got to believe my evidence and acquit me, er dis-—
believe me and put it tozm me. The case seems to be like Tennysons Brook.
I am still determined to fight it to the bitter end. When I got home I
was informed that the Confederate Veterams imxxzx Re-union would be held
in Dallas next May, and to my utmost surprise a Committee called upn

me upon my return, and informed me that I had been elected President

of the Committee to entertain them, maxaX and as I saw no reason why 1
ecould refuse, I accepted. Also was appointed a Lieutenant Goloﬁel

of the Confederate Veterans, and Chief of Staff to the Commander.

And when the proper time comes I guess I will want you to bring a company
of soldiers down here next spring, and will try to give you such appeint-

ment as will bring you before the public. Have Just selected the
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executice Committee {0 help me. Will chrter the Association. It

is vary dry and hot here, hut nad-a iittle shower this morning. Gorn

crops are about ruined. Cotton seems to be doing very well, o

Think will get through with the Hayden Case in about 2 weeks.  Will

let you know all about it when it is over. Weware. 1ooking  Por D, iV

and Minhie here to-morrow morning. They are coming by Water._ Minnie‘

thinks the Dr. is cured. Boys and Carrie are at hame. All weli. H
With much love to your wiife and children and yourself,

I am, your father,
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ire pretiy sharp, and self comes first. This ‘must be ﬂcnu in plunty
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Dear George:-——

<

Yours of the 23nd is now before ma, and I hasten to answer

at once.
9ell the 3 and 4 year old steers at not less than é30 00"

with a 25% cut-badk. Or, weigh them at Banyon City at %3.mo, same cut—

‘back., They ought to weigh 925# each, with that cut-back. Dont<1e 3

a buyer top the two year olds. Snip out what cmi-backs you think Dﬂone
provided you sell. If you dont sell, cut out 600-700 3's and 4's, and
ship them before Oct. 20th. Be very careful NOT TO TAKE TOP TWOS In
your shivment. _
Now as to the Two year 0ld SteeIls. Sell at $28.00, with
not over 20% cut—back . Or weigh them at Canyon City &X or Herefold, ‘
(your choice) at $3.35. ! ;
This is my best judgment on the cattle. I have not 8oy
the cattle and you have, so exercise your judgment. I would no% ship
any twos, and not at all until you First hear from the gale of the 3's
and 4's.

Reggrding the LOCO. I believe it best to make spame ar—
®xXx rangements with someone else, as I pffered to make gith you:-—-that 1is,
let the man feed them, and divide what he can make out of them. Be
ecareful thouch in making such a contract, as a fellow might take care

‘of the tops and let the poor ones die. If you dont do thas, think

you h-a bettr put them in separate nasture, as. they might teach others
to learn the fatal habit. — il
| Now, as you have sold 250 of the Oross J cows, you will h
nave to work the Protection Division thoroughly, to get out the Cross J ;
Cows, because I suppose you are going to try to'get rid of the off-col-
ored cows, and you will have to wateh Boyd prettv closely, dsihe s
bretty sharp and will not want to round up or eut-cut the old cows.
Wnile you are deing that you had better ecut 200 to 300 of vour fattesh
cows up there, ths oldest you can get, %0 ship, | and drop your o?rmoo1oredf
old Cross—dJd's in the thoroughbred pasture, and take the fat grade cows
over to Runningwater to go with the Steers. DGR of thls, VOULS

|
|
¢

time 1o get them over {0 Ruﬂt1n93a+ﬁr 1o .goout 11+h the Steers
--‘, a3 o~ 1 < - . - 2 ;
which ocught to be shipped before Qct. 20. Iy toiget o*-‘anouu 1000 co

and steers together. The market i:8 lﬂo$1u0 Up avdidi s sl Whent Yuh'
g9 0 ship, wire Capmpbell, Hunt & Adams, K. 0., 0assidy Bros, S&
an A RO Jnr‘auﬂn Brog. Ghica 205 and Dind 01_]_','; Wwheretdt 15;; e el
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Am going to order Bob to ship beginning on Saturday the
19th of October, 900 to 1000 cows, so yauu see I would like to get yours
ORI B S h Thought it best to hold our eattle until late. S0 I .say
| that you must ship, on or before the 20th. I think if I were you I would
1 toy to ship about Saturday, Oct. 12th, This would give you 17 days

o work it ian, Do the very best you ean.  Think would ship on a Satur—
day, as that would throw them in on a Tuesday. Tuesday is the day
I think, to get our cattle in on the market. Tuesday or Wednesday.

I believe I have answered all your questions. T ey
to answer your letters the best I can, and as qguiekly as possible.
If I have not answered all your questions, fire into nme. Write your

AMXRE 1nguiries in the form of questions, and I will then know what
you. consider imvortant.

With love, your fahher,

TR




THE PR EXLIKE 0 A LUAS, TIXAS,

SIR BREDWELL, 63685

CHAMPION OMAHA EXPOSITION, 1898. WORLDS FAIR CHAMPION, 189 3.

ANCIENT BRITON, 55749 Wé

?

e V7, e
g/a {Soved Nov. €5, 1901,

Have just got through with the Baptist Convention.
You will see all about it in the Standard. ,It was the greatest Conven—
tion I have ever seen. They raised the last 37000.00 to pay off the
Baylor Female College Bonds, so I will have to put up my $10,000. 00,
as I promised to do last summer with Geo. Carrcll.

I have yvour letters of the 3rd and S5th. You havs

handled the cattle all right, T think. Too bad you did not have time
to skin the locced steers vou had to leave at Bovina. Your 20I cows

sold in K. C., for an averags of $2 +75, as I suppose you know.
I have ordered Joh to ship abhout one train load of

cows from Stanton the first week in December.
: : I thinXx that you had better go to, Chicago, and attend
the Intprna tional Live S+0c“ show, the National Cattlemens uOﬂVCQ+iun,
and. the American Hereford Breeders Assn. The Show is from the 2nd of Dec.
to the 6th, and the other szdjnvﬂ gcenr the 3rd and the 5th. I ﬁuesq-
the ranch can pay your expense s, and I think it a goed thing for u: to
be represented there, I want vou to write me rig h away, and let me Know
whehher you are going or not, and when vou will leave, and by what route
as I want to go too, and noaLn like to go up with you. I am going to ,
try my best to get off if I can. ' e

Thig dstabont a1l.

Boyd contracted to pay us 1/2 cash on the deliverv of the

ca?tle. Instead of cash, he p&aid us a “h80{ on Roby, Texas, and the
Jyhx = s ialk> ar "' ;

Roby Bank charged me $6.50 to collect the $2500 +00, Oi rather to remit
it to Dallas, Please see Boyd or write him about this, and have hin

send me his check to cover, $6.50.
)
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Cant, G. M. Slaughter,

Roswell, N, M
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I want to hegin keeping a full set of hooks, Stock-holders Minute Book

-

urnai, Day-hook, etc. I am going

from the ¢, ¢. Slaushter husiness.
The very first thing I must have is a full itemized,
correct, and complaete INVINTORY of everything conveyed to the ¢. ¢. SLAUGH-

TE

=
—
-~

CATTLE COMPANY bv ¢, 0. Slaughter and by 6. ¢, & 0, A Slaunchter

Now, I know as well as vou do, (or very near as what @a big job
this will he. But nohodyv on earth but vou can get it up, and you

that it is absolutely necess4ry 1o have it, and to have it as soon as
you e¢an make it up, as imvortant for your own interest in the Companv as

For mine, or for anv other one of the children.

The INVENTORY
No., of Oows in H. & ¢ : Oross—Jday ( )
n 1 - Y \ Py 9 - -t
i o it i it Long S ( ) on both sides.
n
it ] it n u 1 g ( ) on both or

i " 8 year old neifers in H. 2 G. Co. branded TLonz 8
1 non ;

1n t

n "

1 1

1 ]
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Dear George:-

Your letter of no date received on the eve of my departure
for the Baﬁtist General Convention.

I met the gentlemen who wanted the neifers, cows and
calves, and priced them to—tirsm and had a conversation with them fully
about it, in which I offered them the cows and calves for $35.00, and the
heifers $22.00 straight, take them as they come, $22.50 with 10% cut
back, $#23.00 with 207 cut back, and the'bulls at $§75.00,. They offered
me $35,00 for the cows and calves if I would throw the bulls in at the
same price, which I declined.

All well, With best wishes,

Your father, @Cé@
P AL
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Dear George:-—

I informed you when I returned from attending court at Lubbock,
Texas, that there was a man who had been appointed to survey and make out
the field notes of the rublie land in Coehran County in your Pasture,
and requested you to see him and report on it, I have never heard
anything from vou about this; and I understand now that the land has
been surveyed and the field notes returned to the General Land Office,
By to-day's mail T will write a letter to a gentlemsn ag Austin to get
the information, and I hove to be able to get the field notes. As
8001 as I do I will mail then direct to Jno. ¥ Robinson, Lubbock, Texas.
and request him to make the applications for the names of the parties
that you may send me. Now send me the names of the men that you want
to file on these lands. However, I am undecided as to wihidich is the
best to do, to let the general public serap it out and then make faizr
weather with the man who ig successful in the conﬁeat without our assigt—
ance, As a rule, a man has to put up with a 1little too much from his

men when they get on the inside in matters like these, and it is a
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serious question in my mind if it is not bad policy. At anv rate,

am inelined to think that it is. I understand there are asbhout

acres of this land, that will make about 12 sections and 12¢ ac:

Iowever, I don't know the exact amount of acres there will be

but if it is over 12 sections, we will have to have four men.

take this matter under consideration and let me know before TOou

Portales about it; it won't take you long to write the letier.
will do all I can do; will fix it the way you direct if I can

dn. 80,

that he won't think to give it to you. {]yll,ﬂy

e s e A

(j (1 L7 Crdite
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June 18, 1908«
G. M. Slaughter,

Roswell, N. M,
Dear George:

I got home all right. I took up my $10,000 over—draft with
our money, and left $25,000 t0 work on;-paid in on my note that I borrowed
for J. B. Slaughter $78,000. I heard as I came home from Cape Willing-
ham, who I met at Amarillo, that I could lease a good pasture of 45,000
at or near Panhandle at a dollar a head for this season if I would put
in 2,000 or 3,000 cattle. Said the man was away at Kansas City, of I
would have gone over to see him; but think perhaps I will hear from hin
before I leave again for the ranch.

I have a notion of trying to ship out 2,000 veal heifer calves,
and although it is late, to drive them up to that pasture if T can get
it They say the grass is good, and as they have had plenty of rain,

I think they will get in a fair shape for the market this fall. But it
is very hard to do this; it will take me until the 1lst of Aigust to get
those cows through. It is risky. »

I may take C. C. up with me tc Big Springs next Monday to boss

2 shipping outfit of calves; and when he gets 2,00C shipped, to drive
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the cows through te Panhandle, or anyway up to Jack Alley's, I may send
him through with the herd.

I had a letter from Mr. Howard this morning saying if I would
loan him $5SO0.0d at 8%, he would take 300 of my cows and calves at the
price you name; I suppnose that to be $30.00. 1 have wired him: "Think
can arrange deal. Come immediately; must leave Monday. Answer."

Now if we can arrange the details and he will give me $30.00 for the
cows, T will take up his indebtedness, and he make four notes payable
in one, two, three, and four years at 8% per annum; interest pavable
gsemi-annually. Provided I can get him fo put up windbreaks and plenty
of water, and put all the cattle under mortgage. I rather think he
. Will come, If he takes me up, I shall write to Ed Green to come for the
300 cows and calves, and take up with them 2500 yearling steers to
Running Water, and the cows on to Howard.

I learn at the office that under the ruling of the Attorney

General our o0ld leases are good and they are not out. We have lost
20,000 acres in Jack Alley's pasture, which hurts very badly. The old
"S* ranch holds good for a while yet; the lease on about 70,000 acres

expires this fall; the lease on about 90,000 acres expires next surmer
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and fall; the lease on about 16,000 acres holds good until 1904, Se I

am not hurt quite as badly as I thought. It gives me more time to work.
At the same time, every indication is that I will eventually have to
give up the old "Long S" ranch. And I am determined to sell if possible
2/3 of my breeding cows this year, and that will be not less than 8,000
head. How to do it I hardly know. I have requested J. B. Wilsen to
get an option on the feed of the cotton-secd mills of Abilene, Texas,

and Ft. Smith, Ark., if possible, for me. I go to him because he ig a
cotton-seed mill owner and think that he can do betier than I can. I
told him to buy the entire output. I am afraid to feed anywhere down
here about Dallas begsu#e T know our cows will die with the fever, So

I am taking the whole thing quietly, and thinking seriously over all the
moves that I can think of; and while they are all risky, I think we had
better pocket our cows. I am thinking of sending Bob out to J. H.
Slaughter's, Tombstone, ATizZ., and see if he cannot arrance for us a
ranch in old Mexico: or in Arizona,joining the line, to live upon in

the nited States, and buy a traet of land in o0ld Mexico for our cattle

to drift on in the winter. The reason I am going to send to him, is the
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has been in Tombstone for over 25 vears and he knows everybody and is

a fine trader, and I believe is honest. Of course, I would expect to
remunerate him for his trouble; shall not ask him because he is of nmy
blded to do anything without pay. And I believe by sending Bob over,
and procbably going myself, I can get hold of a ranch for our younger
cattle, keeping what we can on Rattlesnake and Sulphur. This is only
an outline of my ideas.

I think that I will send as soon as possible soms time this
fall about all the stock horses we have over to Roswell and let you
turn them out on public domain and let them rustle for their living.

They are getting prettyv numerous. If we lose them, we do not lose much;

if we gain anything, ve gain considerable.

The families are all well. The weather is hot, and it is very
dry. The corn in Dallas County so far as I know on the upland is gone,

the lower land may hold out for 20 davs vet. Cotton looks fine. The
town seems to be alive, with a prospect of two more railroads. Every-
thing here seems to he moving on all right.

Hope this will find you and yours
Your father,
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George M. Slaughter,

! Roswell, N. M.

I received your telegram this morning saying you had sold

Hagerman 300 Zavalla heifers out of the 500 at $23.00, which I suppose
means the S side heifers that Jack carried up last fall. Immediate
delivery. I consider this a good price but a very large cut, from the

4

: faet that the heifers were selected by Jack first at the Tahoka TLake

D

pasture and a gain of 40% cut by you, which is equal to a 50% cut at
least. But as I think the price is goocd, I am satisfied with it.
1eifers. You did not say how

Hagerman ought to get a dandyv lot of

they were to be delivered, or what the expense would he in delivering.
But 1t is a gdod sale after all under the existing circumstances.
I had a letter from Mr. Howard, and replying, wired him thought

we could make a deal, to come down. In the letter he said that hé was

willing to buy all of the 300 cows at the price you named him, whieh I

suppose was what I said to you. But he came down and claimed that
you put the cows at $26.00, I t0ld him if you had sold him 300 cows

at $26.00, I would fill the bill, hut they would be my cut, and the cows

’
@

aid that he had made no trad

J.

would bhe grandmas and had colors. He
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after talking to him for nearly half a day, I told
him that I would loan him the $5500.00 to bay out his cattle at 8@, pPro-

vided he would take

good ones, Ha then

ny cows

and ealves at $29.00, and they would all bhe

some bulls. I asked :$40.00 for them, which

I thought was cheap. Finally he offered to take the trade if I would
put in 10 two-year-old Hereford bulls, cut of; and I accepted it. I

a4

havre
and given him a check,
211 $14500.00,

years, bearing 8% interest-
L] (S

him and also all the cattle he has, whien

He also

L7004 I told him that I

had made a trade with Vou.

He said he could gell

they come without any cut,

Davahle

said that you offered him two-year-old heirfers

a man 1Y there

taken his note for the 300 eoWsS and calves and 10 bulls at ﬁQOOG.QO,

the 13t of July, for $5500.00, making in

and five

with a

deed of trust on the cattle I so0l14

at
did not feel 1like letting them go unless he
He said he had not made s trade with you.

two-year-old heifers, straight as

at 318.00; also thought he could sell hin

four bulls, and asked me what I would take, and I told him $40.00,
I will have %0 take the cCows and bulls to Running Water for him,

to be at Jaeck

Allev's on

the 28th
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a lot of yearlings and these cows and calves and deliver them to Howard

-

at -Running Water, and send a man on to see the cows branded. He wants
a stripe acress the S, diagonal 1like, so as to make it as near an 8 as
\ possible, and will slope one ear. He is %0 run his cattle in a figure
eight brand, with a horizontal bar above it, and Xeep them all in ore
brand.

After I came home =and examined my pavers thoroughly I find we
are not as badly hurt bv the judgment of the Supreme “ourt as T first
thought. We have lost only 32 sections 1e Tahoka T.ake pasture, the
Stith lease. Our old leases hold good; and there are about 70,000 acres
in the old ranch that expires this fall, #h October, NVovember and Decem—
ber; about 100,000 acres that expires in the fall or 1903; abhout 18,000
acres that does not expire until 1904, This gives me more time than I

first imagined, but makes me feel anxisus to dispese of quite a number

est I can think of

4}
o

of stock cattle this year: next year, more. Th
now is running about 10,000 head of cattle on the old ranch after this
Falil

I 1ntend to leave for Rig Springs Monday evening, and will go
out and stay quite a while on the old S ranch, although it is very hot

s

and I expect dusty.
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$18.00 for the 150 two-year-old heifers that Howard said
could sell is very low, but I expeet I had better let them go. I have
a notion of trying some veal heifer calves on the market if I ecan
possibly arrange to ship them out.

On my way home I learned that I could get a good pasture of
45,000 gecres near Amarillo; well watered. But I don't helieve I have

the time to ship out calves and then drive them up there for this fall's

market. I wish you would look over your range thorouchly and write me
at Big Springs in care of Rufe Slaughter at Rattlesnakxe ranch how many

cattle you think vou could take up there.

The Hayden suit hegins Monday. I am not paying any attention
to dit. It is very dry in this county; and the upland corn has burned

up, hut corn is very good north of here; cotton is locking very well.

This leaves all well, and hope will find you and yours the same.

;’

Write nme.

Your father

‘&«f«ﬁﬂ}‘? A fhv

e
R

G
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My, G M. Slaughter,
Roswell, N. M.

Dear George:

Your letter of the 20th is at hand stating that you had sold
Hagerman 300 heifers at $23.00; all éf which, as I have told von before,
is satisfactory, and I rather think you have made a good strike with
Hageeman as he will get a dandy bunch af‘?attle and will make quite an
advertisement.

In regard to what you say about the other heifers at %19.00,
I suppose that is all right if you ean sell them. However, I take it
that a two-vear-old heifer, not hred, is worth fully as much as a dry
cow, if not more, because of her age she is a dry cow, or at leas+ she
is ready to breed: and if I was forced to sell dry cows or two-year-old
heifers, I would feel safep in kReenins the two-year-o0ld heifers and
selling the cows, 50, as I have said before, my idea is to sell cows
with calves, I think the cows and calves at $32.00 i8 a better trade
than to sell two-year-old heifers at $20.00; for 430.00 for cows and

calves is about equal to two-vear-old heifers at 320,00, Don't think

I would sell my heifers that I had raised up there for less than $20.00
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on the ranch, without any cut, and not en unless yocu sell by the

-~

thousand. There is a great deal of difference hetween selling large
numbers of cattle at a certain price and 8elling small numbers, from the
fact that if you begin to distribute cattle in small numbers at a low
price, the man learning this will offer a less price for larger numbers.

I think your idea is very good in regard to gettins some one

to work up trades, as you say, up in the mountains for small hunches at

a commission, provided he can work up as many as a thousand head. iy
idea is to dispose of our bearing cows as much a&s possible and hold to
cur younger cattle, twos, yearlings and calves, from the fact that they
are better improved snd will grow up to be hetter cattle, and finally
111l the bill.

I don't agree with yvou that I will be erowding Running Water,
with 20,000 aeres of our own land, by sending up 2500 yearlings. We
surely can use our own land, with at least 10,000 acres of others; that
ought to run 5,000 cattleﬂghﬂ,$hebﬁsoo yearlings that I am thinking of
sending up, giving us 20 acres to the head. And further, we expect

to sell the three-year-olds this fall, whiech will give the eidkew vearl-

ings that I am sending up nearly 40 acres to the head.
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It is all right about you sending up to Bill's ang getting g
10 = i e are going 7 |
t of horses, as we are £01ng 10 need them very badly. The horses

are mine, and irf you wish it, vou give an order for 20 or 25 — 20 I
would say — picked horses out of that ranch. I am going up, gs 1 wrote
you before, to try to deliver the 300 2ows and 10 bulls to Howard: and
try after that to 8hip out some veal calves so as to make some drv cows

Have not heard from the Panhandle men vet in regard to the
vasture. When you send a man to Bill's, you might let him eo hyv
Panhandle ¢ity ang Seée what can be done there, and let me know But
think it is rather late to drive eattle up there this fall.

T ! , - %
NDon't know of anything more that I can gsv to vou at present

Your father,
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Mr. G. M. Slaughter,

Roswell, N. M.

Your letter of the 20th inst. received, and in reply thereto
will state that if I were in your place T would keep everyhcody off of the
land in your pasture that you own or hold under leases. This, I think,
is absolutely important; and if I were you, I would at once notify the
party on the land that ne muast move and move at once, and if he didn't
do it, sue out an injunction and put him off, for they have no right to
get on land that you have a lease on until the land is put upon £he mar-
ket and your lease contract cancelled. Had this method been adopted
by Col. Slaughter vears ago, his troubles now would not be in existence.
However, it is no use to grieve over spilled milk, hut to make the hest
of it'in the future. This is the reason that I make these suggestions
to you.

I am going to try and be with you sometime in July. But you

know it is absolutely impossible for me teo leave here now on account of

the unsettled condition of affairs at the "Long S" ranch, where I may be
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needed at any moment as Col. Slaughter left here last night to go over

- M -
that ranch and investigate the actual condition of affairs existing
thereon. I must confess that I 4o not take as gloomy views of the sit-
uation as others do, for I yet helieve that there is a chance to make

fair weather with these people who Wanﬁ to gettle upon this land. Ef:

80, then all is weéll, and will end the same way. 0f course, you under-
gtand that the Colonel is in a position whereby he can pick the men that
he wants to go on the land and give them all of the advantage. T atial
believe there is some good 1left in the world among the actual settlers,
though it is hard for a cow-man t0 realize such & fact. You may not;

but at the same time I do, and think that arrangements can be made whereby
these matters ean be reasonably fixed up which will ultimately redound

to the henefit of the cattlemen by these actual settlers getting the

title to these lands out of the State of Texas. When that is done,

as time rolls hy it will he but a short while till the cow-man can
gradually pick up these lands; and in my opinion it will come faster

than we now anticipate. In other words, the main object is to get the
title to these lands out of the State of Texas so that the cattlemen

can buy it. As it now stands, it is impossible for him to get it; he
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is not an actual seftler, and 1f he was he could not get any more than
four secticons of land, and you know four sections of land is nothing to
run cattle on. |

As to the other matters inquired about in your letter, ﬁill
state that Capt. Smith is now siek in béd. As soon as he gets ahls,

I will see him and have your matter attended to. I spcke to his man

at the Pair Grounds ahout it, and he told me that he would look after it
and have the tent sent vou by express if he could find it. Also stated
that he would see Capt. Smith this svening if he was able to talk and
"ask him abhout it.

The stack cover, 24 X 60, 12 oz., mildew proof, will be sent
to vou to-day by express. It cost 436.50, and I told the Missouri Tent
& Awning Co., from whom I ordered it, to draw on you for the amount.

I did this in order that you might keep your books up there in a condi-
tion to understand sll about the expense.

We have never been ahle yet to get an inventory of the property
owned by the Slaughter Cattle Co. Of course, I understand that you
have been very busy with other matters and scarcely had time to give

this any attention. While it is very important that it should be done,
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at the same time it will have to await vour nleasure.

should I come out there, I would like to know how long it
would take to go over the range and see about this vacant land. I
certainly hope that you will be able to keep up with it. I have done
my best, and have writien the Commissioner for information about it
He promised to give it to me, but thus far I have been unable *o get it;

I shall write him another letter to-day or to-morrow. In the meantime,

use every effort in vour power to ascertain immediately upon its classi-

fication at Lubbock. (A _{ @
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Slaughter,

Roswell il M.

I have your letter, telegram and check of

Hagerman cattle. I suppose you spent

It ig all right. I

$27.00. It is a terrible big price,

that our cattle have been topped, =nd I don't care

has backed out. I think the sale of the 200 cows

bulls in, is a very good

well located, not a very big price;

livered the 300 cows to Howard, I guess, about the
Running Water, or so ordered Jack Alley to do that.

is a skinner, I ordered Ed Green by letter to

to take up from Jack Alley's to Running

him vet.

I have almost concluded to not pay the

if I can help 1%,

one lease I have that runs to 1904, about two

the other on
answered your telegram to sell

but very bad for peopnle to

one; yet, as they are all

Water; have not

and let the land go on the market to settlers:

hloc

July 8, 1903.

$7109.00 for the
the land or otherwise.
the yearlings at

very much if the man

five-year-old cows,

but I am satisfied with-it. I de-

last Saturday at

Yes, I think Howard

2500 yearliing steers

(%]

heard a word from

State any more leases

excent

k8 Indian Canyon.
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The big ranch is gone I think. I am going to try to make a fizght for
Rattlesnaké, the best I think that I have, and I think my chances are
good to held 75,000 to 100,000 aeres in that pasture, which will be 21
miles long and 8 miles wide. I own S8 sections; have my boys on 36
sections that are yet holding good; aﬁout 18 10 20 sections are gone,
think I may buy them at a very extravagant price. I have 24 sections
at Round Sulphur, and I may try to hold 25 or 30 more. I own 54 sec-
tions around the Evans' pasture of 20 sections that will be valuable if
I can blanket the alternate sections and buy Evans out. I own 2-1/2
sections around Tahoka lLake; may try to blanket a few other sections,
but expect will let the Tahoka Lake ranch go. My only chance is to try
to sell 15,000 or 20,000 cattle off of the lower ranch between this and
October, 1903, I am offering 5,000 cows at %25.00, with calves at their
feet. A man is going to look at them; his name is Paul MeCormick, sent
to me by Boardman. My price on them is $25.00 for cows and calves if
he takes 5,000; if he takes 4,000, #26.00; if he takes 3,000, $27.00;:

if he takes 2,000, $28.00; if he takes 1,000, $29.00. He told Dick at
Kansas (City that he wanted 2500. Going out to locok at them to-morrow,

don't know what we can do. My idea, as I told you bhefore, is to sell
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cows and calves. I shivpved out 453 heifer calves Sunday from Stanton,

Y

and one carload of dry covs. My idea is to ship out, if I don't sell,
about 2,000 to 3500 heifer calves and make dry cows; then if we have any
rain to make grass, I will ghip the cows this fsll with the other dry

COWS, I an

=
=

ot trying to selil two-yéar-old heifers, neither am I tryving
to sell yearling heifers and yearling steers. I velieve in holding

them and getting off the big cows that eat lots of grass. The lower
ranch is dry in places, and in places it is not. The rains are very
scattering, some places good and some places bad; prospects look rather
gloomy. I think if I were you I would not sell cows and calves under
$30.00; dry cows and two-year-old heifers under $20.00; hold the three-
year-cld steers pretty strong at $33.00. Yes, I think in August it
would be a good idea for you to ship some of those three-year-old steers
and see what they are worth —-four or five cars as you say. You might
take up a train to Hereford, if you can get a pasture, and ship them out
slowly; but that is a great deal of trouble and expense, and would de-
pend upon the grass in the pasture. The crops in Kansas seem to be good,
and I think those steers will sell.

I sent Dick up to Kansas City to get us a corporation in
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Missouri, which'I think we will do. My 1dea 1is toc get in the TInited

-

States Courts with sux.guits and get away from local prejudiceT Sone
counties, Borden for instance, are so prejudiced against me that I can
get no more justice than a rabbit; én& they ecannot tell what they have
against me either, more than I own somé land’and cattle in that vicinity;
and they tell a man that has land and eattle to "go away back and sit
down . " So my idea is to get before the Federal Courts either at ©l1l Paso,
Abilene, Ft. Worth or Dallas; and if they come it will cost them some-
thing, and I can tell them to “"go away back and sit down," for I am.
going to get justice. Justice is all I want. I don't know that I
will succeed, but think I will. Got the corporaticn formed, and I in-
tend to put all my leases in their hands; and don't know but what C. .
Slaughter & Co. had hetter sell them the Coke County land. R e
Dickson geis eleeted again, we will want to get from under him sure.

I have a great deal to think of, and meny things float in my
mind. I want to be just to all, and myself at the same time, and it
devolves not only upon us hbut also upon the others to keev a close watch
and uard; and if we give up our cattle on the lower ranch, we want to

o0 verv 1Oow as everv-—

>

get gome money out of them. I look Tor them to
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bhody wants to sell. I had rather have a little money out of the cattle
than to have them throw their heels up to the skies next Spring and
have nothing.

I stood my trip over the range very well. Had Bob with me;
he i% surely working hard; he is a splendid boy.

All well, and hope this will find you and yvours the
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26, 1903.
Mr. G. M. Slaughter,

Roswell, N,

When you were here we had a conversation about drawing on the

eople who are grazing 1-1/2 leagues of Sherman County school land for

(o]

o
=

eir part of the lease money, and you told me not to draw on them until
I heard from you. The total lease money is $B31.36 per yvear, and they

n other

=

owe us on 1-1/2 leagues from Jan. 30, 1901, to Jan. 20, 1903, I
words, they owe us $199.26 a vear for two vears, makine a total of $398.52.
Please let me know at once whether I shall draw upon them for that amount,

and if 8o, upon whom I shall make draft and at what blace shall I address

&

the draft.

Father and the family left for Rureka Springs Thursday morning,
to be gone about thirtv davs,

We made an offer the other day on the Greer gounty school land
of $1.25 per acre, payable 1/5 down and the balance in nine equal install-
ments due 1, 2, 3 years, ete., at 5% interest, to whieh we have received
a reply stating that Mre. Cameron, the President, is out of the city and

the matter will have hiis attention upon his return to Waco.
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ports great rains around Big Springs, Colorado

City and Snyder, so the ranch has surely gotten a magnificient drenching.

Neting more at present. Write me oftén and«#fully and I will

answer promntly.
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@d/%ﬁi/mzaJ Sept. 3, 1902.

Mr. Geo. M. Slaughter,
Roswell, N. Ml
Dear George:

Yours of the 29th of August is now before me. I hope your
boy is better.

From your letter I see you are going to the ranch, and I will
have this letter sent to Rosell and also to Portales. I suppose youdre
gathering your first heard of cows for the market. The market is low,
but I don't think it will get any better. Think you had better carry
up a good herd of cows and ship them out. You say you are at a loss to
Know what to do for the hest. We are all in that way. Yes, I would
gather the fattest cows first.

It is all right about your renting the land taken up by the
boys<at four cents an acre. I think it is about as well to buy the
land after it is taken as to try to take it up now. I think this land
is too high at $2.00 per acre.

Your talk with Capt. James is all right. If he wishes to buy

the Sherman land and will pay us back our lease meney, he can have it.

And you can sell him some cows if you can agree on the price.
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You can due-lap the cows and they won't bother you,
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You say yoil are at a loss to know what is best to do, whether
to send the Zavalla cattle to Running Water now or not. I think you
can wait until about the time you have to deliver them, unless the grass
and water gets short. Do as you please about that.

In regard to the vat, I hardly know what to tell you. I
suppose you had better do as you think best. I am gstill of the opinion
that Chloro-Naptholeum is the best to dip in.

I think I would ask $20.00 for good Thigh S steer calves.

It is all right about giving them back their money on the fifteen if
they win first premium.

You speak about posts for Hagerman. I don't believe that E
can get the posts out and make any money on them.

The fruit you sent us is all right, and I am going to write
Harry to send us more if he can. We enjoyed the fruit very much.

We got back from the Springs the other day. A1l did welk. I took a
very bad cough, from my catarrh I think. Still on me a little, but not
hurting much.

I find I can't now very well get away from here. Am having
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considerable trouble in getting b ack my money from the State. Hope I

will succeed in getting back sbout %7;000 OT 1t to-dBvis

Since I came back I find that the National Exchange Bank Bldg.,
which is just beside me, is for sale, and I have made an offer on it
of $60,000 cash in November; but they tﬁrned me down on it as they wanted
me to pay taxes of $1100.00 this yvear. I refused to do it. Frank
Irvine has the property for sale, and still thinks he can get it. Had
a notion of buying it as it will give Dick something to do. EE b
it, it will take from $5,000 to $10,000 to put it in shape; but think
we can make it pay about 8% on the investment. Think it would be &

great addition to my building here by vputting it all together.

I have C. C. established in the tailoring business with young

Benham, who has been with Penn for several years. Pennis slowly dying.
I hope C. C. will do well. I advanced them $6,000 on one, two and three

years. C. C. is feeling very good and I am feeling very good over it
as I feel I have another boy fixed up for business.

il can make zrrangements with the bank to carry me for $100,000
on over-drafts at 6%. I can pay for this building this fall out of the

money from the seébers and cows and get it to doing something until I ean
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make my fight for the ranch around Bob's place. This I can't very well

-~

do until the settlers have been on it threé years., I think I will pay
off the balance of the note I borrowed from the bank for $162,000. I
have it all paid except $22,000 and have about enough money to pay it
off. I think your cows which you are-shipping now will come in time
to take up bills; and John owes me about $220,000, which I think is well
gecured as I believe the land is worth $250,000. 01ld man Kaye has been
trying to sell the Running Water ranch, and will be down this morning to
talk to me about it. I have about decided not to sell it unless I can
put %lO0,000 worth of cattle in it. I gatill think of putting the
Running Water ranch, when I do sell it, on the lower ranch and having
but two. I had a fine letter from Jno. H. Slaughter of Arizona about
a large ranch at 75 cents per acre; and various other offers. I believe
the best thing for me to do is to hold to the ranch which you have and
the one Bob has and make them as solid as I can and stop all other ranch
business and begin to invest here as I can.

I don't think I can be out before the middle of October. Have
my teeth to attend to My lower jaw teeth are getting loose and I

think are giving away and I must attend to them. I hope toc have a good
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report from you on the ranch soon, with an idea of how many cows you

-~

have that are dry that will do to ship. I am still of the opinion that
we must ship dut a big lot of cows although they are low. But to try
to feed very many of them is an experiment that I don't much like.
However, I may try to feed some later. My idea is to take what we can
get for them and put down our stock by letting off the dry cows. of
course, I hate to ship out the cows that are on your ranch When they
have been selected for breeding purposes, but they must 0. Still bhe-
lieve in holding the young stock — twos, ones and calves. Had a letter
from Jack Alley Saying that the 2950 yearlings that Green went off with
were better than they had ever been, looked as large as the twos were
this spring.. This is the way a man feels when he is turning anything
over. Also had a letter from him saying that he had delivered you
about 1100 twos and'some steers. Have not heard from Bob direct. Had
a letter from Littler saying they thought they had good men on most of
the land I threw up — about 40 sections. Were still in the fight.
Don't know of anything more to tell you. The town is growing
very fast. The effects of the Reunion are plainly seen and will be for

a long time to come. Dela got home. Said she had a fine vigit.
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Hoping that your boy will get all right, and that you will

-~

have ®suecess in shipping out, I am, as ever,

@ AA /7
Your affectionate father, ZC%é&ngﬂ, qu“b;m
; X : 4 s
Y,

P. 8. Since writing thig letter I have seen a letter from you
to Dick in which you seem to think that I am dissatisfied with the sale
of the ateers. I am not digsatisfied with the sale of the,steers at
all. You did what you were told to do. It is all right with me.
I have only said that I did not think you had gotten enough money ad-
vanced., I mean by this, if the steers were to go down, you have not
gotten enough money on them. I don't suppose there is any danger.
I see Lower's letter is also giving you a round-up about not writing to {
him. Suppose he wants to work up a suit for commission. Lower had

no idesa that you could sell the steers and was taking it very easy.
e The 6%;%4xAKL ngéaé." g @ Co Ll Aot AL Celet

x
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Mr. Geo. M. Slaughter,

Hereford,slex.

I have your telegram of the 11/10 saying, " Tarrington passed
on 23560, first herd here, balance to-morrow; load Tuesdsv and Wednesdav. "
‘ 1 17 e o) - atr4 1 o - 1
Also have your telegram of the 11th saying "Cattle heré; Farrington

Pleased; 600 in vens; load to-morrow; send draft book."

I am well pleased with your telegrams. Glad you got as many
off with Farrington as you di The ' 7 come  in good 1
gton as you did. Che money will come in good play, as

have vaid %6 D00, 1 i 1G4t

I have paid $60,000.00 on the building, and now have contracts that will
db N L - ~ A 7

cost me $8,000.00 or $10,000.00 more. In regard to the draft book,

w 1 ¢ -~ -~ . 1 e 7 - 1, a
111 say I sent you some to Roswell the other day, and will send you

another one to Hereford. Don't know that it will reach you in time,

but have put on it to forward to Roswell if not ealled fozr. I am looking
anxiously for your drarfis. I am pretty heavily over-drawn.

: I went to the Bavtist Convention. They had a fine meeting.
We were $5,000.00 short on the collection at the Tt. Worth Convention;
we had $60,000.00 subscribed and only got $55,000.00; I put in $1,000.00
to make it up. I also made a subscrivtion to the endowment fund of

Baylor University of $10,000.00: 1/5 of it to be paid Jan. 1, 1904, with
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four wvears more 1to p»a v

al

5% on it.  The tonvention made

$32500.00; so we are very

had made up before

$35,000.00 from Rockefeller.

Jan. 1, 1904, he would pay $35,000.

J

$125,000,00 made up, and am satisfied it wil

ghowing up fine; and I never. saw such

gingle no in the whole thing, all ayes.

I have not heard anvthing further

than what you wread.

fiable in what he did. I have a telegram
would ship 28 cars Thursday; half to Chiecago

over the "Katy".

Your mother arrived last

hetter.
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