THE TUCAN, &.

e armadillos are il better food, escept the
pine-banded armadillo, which has a ftrong fnell
of mufk ; that, after the armadillos, the paca is
the beft game, becaufe its flefh is wholefome and
ft: The next in order are the agouti and
skouchi. They likewife maintain, that the red
couguar is ufed as food, and that its fleth has
the tafte of veal.

XVIIL

The TUCAN, or MEXICAN SHREW ¥,

FERNANDES has given the name of zucan
to a fmall quadruped of New Spain, ‘whofe fize,
figure, and natural habi
nearer to the mole than to any other fpecies.
appears to be the fame animal deferibed by Se-
ba under the denomination of the red mole of
Americat;

fexica

d claws; t
o tail, nine inches;

1. tab. 52. f
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authors correfpond fufficiently to jullfy this
conje@ure. The tucan is perhaps fomewhae
larger than our mole. It is cqually fat gnd
fethy, and its'legs are fo fhort that the belly
touches the ground. The tail is fhort ; the carg
are fmall and round ; and the eyes are fo mi
nute that they can fearcely be of any ufe to the
animal. But it differs from the mole in the co~
Tour of the hair, which is reddifh yellow, and
in the number of toes, having only three be-
fore and four behind, while the mole has five
toes on all the feet. It feems to differ from the
molt in other articles: Its flefh is good eating,
It poffeffes not the inflinét of difcovering its rew
treat after having once left it, but, at every time,
is obliged to dig a new hole; fo that, in cerw
tain foils, which are agreeable to thefe animals %)
the holes are fo numerous, and fo near each
other, that circumfpe@ion is neceffary to walk
there with fafety.

* Femand. Hi.

THE BRASILIAN SHREW.

XIX.

The BRASILIAN SHREW *

WE mention this animal under the denor
nation of the Brajfilian fhrewo; becaufe we are
ignorant of its proper name, and it has a greater
refemblance to the fhrew than to any other
animal. It is, however, confiderably  larger,
being about five inches long from the extremity
of the muzzle to the origin of the tail, which
is not two inches, and, confequently, is propor-
tionally fhorter than that of the common fhrew.
It has a pointed muzzle, and very fharp teeth,
Upon a brown ground-colour, three pretty large
black bands extend longitudinally from the head
to the tail, under which the ferotum appears

hanging between the hind feet. This animal,
fays Marcgrave, fports with the cats, who dif-
cover no inclination to eat it. I the fame man-
ner, the cats kill the European fhrews, but never

eat them.
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