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The BOBAK¥, and other MAR.
MOTS.

[HE hamfler has been called the Syt
dourgh marmot, and. the bobak the Py
marmot.  But it is equally certain that the hame
fler is not a marmot, as it is probable that the
bak does belong to that fpecies ; for the bobak
s from the Alpine marmot only in the con
hair, which, inftead of brown, isa
He has alfo a thumb, or rather
a claw on the fore fect ; while the marmot has
only four toe no thumb. In every other
¢, the blance is perfec 3 from which
it is to be prefumed, that thefe twe

not diftinét fpecics. The fame obfervatior
plies to the mona, or marmot of Canada, which
b e travellers has been called the whifler:
He feems to differ from the marmot only by the
tail, which is longer, and more bufhy. Hence
the monax of Canada, the bobak of Poland, and
the Alpine marmot, appear to be the fame ani-
mal, which, from the influence of different clix

Marmata Polosict;

mates,
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uates, have undergone the varieties formerly
Mentioned.  As this fpecies prefers the coldeft
"o moft mountainous tegions, and as it is found
i Poland, Ruffia, and other parts of the North
f Turope, it is not furprifing that it fhould
Jikewife be found in Canada, where it is only
iallec . Neither is this circumftance peculiar
o the marmot; for all the animals common to
both Continents are fimaller in the New than in
the Old World.

The Siberian animal, which the Ruffians call
Swrafibka, is a fpecies of marmot fill maller
“han the Canadian monax. It has a round head,
and ablunt nofe. T has no external ears, and
e auditory paffages can only be difcovered by
semoving the hair. 'The length of the body,
including the head, exceeds not a foot; and the
yal, which is round near the body, then flat, and
truncated at the extremity, is but three inches
Jong. The body of this animal is pretty thick,
the hair is yellow, mixed with gray, and that on
the end of the tail is almoft black. The legs
are hort, thofe before being fomewhat longer
than thofe behind. The hind feet have five toes
and five black claws, which are a little crook=
el; and the fore feet have only four. When
thele animals are irritated, or attempted to be

The Alpine and Polith marmots are a foot and a half o

from the extremity of the muzzle to the of the tail; b

dhe monax, or Canadian marmot, exceeds not fourieen or fificen
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feized, they bite violently, and fet up a i
cry like the marmot.  When they eat, they fy
on their buttocks, and carry the vituals to the
mouths with the fore paws, They come in fea
fon in fpring, and bring forth in fummer. Ty
Titter is generally five or fix. They dig hols
in the carth, where they pafs the winter, ang
where the female brings forth and fuckles her
young. Though they have a great refemblance
to the marmot, yet they appear to be of a differ.
ent fpecies; for, in the fame parts of Sibers,
there are genuine Polith or Alpine marmots
which the natives call furok* ; and it has never
been remarked that the two kinds mix, or pros
duce an intermediate race,

* Voyage de Gmelin, tom. . p. 444. —In Tartary, gy
Rubrugquis, there are pleaty of marmots, which are called fpw,
In winter they afemble together, to the number of thenty o
shiny, in a large hole, where they fleep during fix. moathy
Vagages ex Tartaries p. 35
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