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Once there was a goodCsuItafti vho tried  to help his people. On the

( anfitÿérsagÿ o f  his coming to  the (ffirône ,̂ he had bu ilt a fou n ta in with

two pip es , from one o f  which flowed honey# and- ffgom the other ereamJl -y-
~ fss£—̂ &S£[c— -fed by Sultan's h ¿Yi-cy ' and-  c r '  ' ’

A ll the (poor peoplfr o f the land came there to  f i l l  fcg ttleg with this —

honey and cream. Among them was a. widow who brought along with her tcT^* +*•*■> <*
unruly

the fountain her ^nruly sp^. She f i l le d  her b o tt le s , expecting to have ^  °
ar-v,

food from.>the contents for several days, but the son carelessly broke
¡nm kr.fl by sfù»e. -H-young in  m 'iicb ic.f- 

(gngTo f  hSJ ■bottles ' while thr owing stoneiTi The woman was so
Ç -  — ffv\ S<r* — -  (h* --W1orfii-,'

enH

w i t h ^ OAWi
V ^  ^  ■ ■— -------------- ^ 7̂*

W - a i  curse. h e r  c n i iS ^EHat she cm  sedg liilU~ s fay in g ,  "May  von f a n  in  lo v e  w ith% > /
loi/e--« torhifK^^_________________________________________X __ _____ ______ _______ _—---------

love—of g i r l  vho is  above you, and may your love fo r  her be a torture to yoiw"1
ptfBôn byçoot fcpy» _____ ______________________ ___—---------------------- ------- ~---------------- -------- ' ----

The curse had its  e ffe c t  quite soon, for shortly after that the
f ex- 4-t*-—caJ/" — o-i(- sIm /#

boy f e l l  in love with the youngest daughter o f  the sultan. He saw her 

one day when she was out walking with her s is te rs , and so deeply did he 

f a l l  in love with her that he could hardly sleep at night. "Rather than 

stay here and undergo such suffering for  something I cannot have, I had

better go to  a strange land and try to fo rg et,"  the young man said to
himself '* l-f - id — — 9 iv'Je. -foy chujdtf-e.y

Lo'f^- ~~ JicjjdeJt ---- '4*'*' d **, •¡‘ -f" d’ fcf /V V*,
. He le f t  his home, and after a long ¿joturng^ on fo o t , he came to  a I

—  *4r
, (''desertV in the middle o f  which he saw a castle . He was very hungry and d*re/r— -V--------- r

he wanted to  enter the castle in hope that he would be given food inside,
e-h

h-mC"irdti.

1
but though he walked around the castle several times, he could find no
dobf Caofe) - " absent 4r6m oA stk  n/â lls

n je i  j- ^nrm cas/Vi* UMV\b
‘ ' it s  w all§. He jte  or door in picked up a few scraps o f bread which

had been thrown out, ate these, and then, tired  from his tr ip , lay down

"^Parental curses are always e ffective  in Turkish folk  tales ; others are 
usually e ffe ct iv e .



When the young man had slept enough, he opened one o f  his eyes, looked 1
i/efe-*• i <*-, -joy I  ̂  ̂ ^

about, and saw the f o r f y f a i r ie s , (e¥ch more beautffSfthan a l l  the others.2 

Taking him up in their arms, the forty fa ir ies  carried him into the
___ - -  C«»v. »«i by. ---JJ' Ute.tl S +  Ci.S+1-z

<̂ palace")by fly ing over the w alls. They a l l  Wanted this young man and 

they were unable to  share him, shouting at each other, "He is  mine!

He is  mine!" They served him in every way and tried  to make him happy, 

but the young man was never at ease among them. They were not human 

beings, and, furthermore, his mind was completely occupied with thoughts 

o f  the youngest daughter o f  the sultan. He decided to explain his trou

ble to the fa iry  g ir ls .

"I  have fa llen  in love with the daughter o f a sultan," he to ld  then.

She is  a g ir l  whom I cannot possibly possess by myself. You are fa iry  

g ir ls  and capable o f  many things. Will you show me a way o f  attaining 

her?"

When the fa iry  g ir ls  heard the young man complain in this way, they 

had great(pity) for him. They took him to the(stabl$ o f their castle , /)

and they told  him to  choose the horse that he liked best there. "You pvf-ef

do not have to feed or water this horse," they told him. " I t  w ill take®* ,̂vftv-t O * ^ ^ -

you wherever you wish to go without your even giving i t  orders, for  i t
— A.

/-*■> <~t
V«
d

w ill read your thoughts. Whenever you leave i t ,  always remember to  take 

three hairs from its  ta i l .  Then when you are in trouble, place the IT
three hairs in some tinder, strike fire  into i t  with your f l in t  and stee
P IAlthough i l lo g ic a l ,  this comparison is  used frequently in Turkish fo lk  

ta les . ^

^Many Turkish peasants s t i l l  use f l in t  and steel to start f ir e s , even 
though matches are very inexpensive. ,
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known young man

ride . One Friday when he was out riding, he came to a f ie ld  where the
' <- A stS*__sultan 's forces were engaged in battle with their enemies. He joined the 

battle on the sultan's side and showed great bravery. The daughters o f

where you wish to g o ."

he had chosen and flew away on its  back. He fle w to  the~',g*x*den-©'f fvthe
+own

palace in his own h e y  and landed there. Dismounting, he took o f f  the

saddle bags, and put on his old clothes again. He took three hairs from

the h o rse 's  t a i l  and to ld  i t  to  go . The horse flew  u p in to  the a ir  and 

disappeared. When the young man saw the ch ie f f  gardener, he -asked him fo r  

a jo b . "I  d on 't want anything from you except fo o d ,"  he sa id . "Just le t

After the battle had continued for several days, the

young man was wounded while helping the sultan's troops, and the sultan
vil, a -  ) u lu ^

After the battle
Jvutf--m * u t*

was over and the sultan 's forces had won, the young man flew back to
~ ~ o 4

' tire

He worked again as an apprentice to

the ch ief gardener.

The daughters o f  the sultan now fe lt  that the time had come for

them to  get married. To suggest this d iscreetly to their father, they

\ ln til recently Friday was the sabbath day in Turkey, when a l l  work 
ceased. Now i t  is  Sunday.
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put three melons on a tray and sent them to him. One o f the melons was

overripe, representing the oldest daughter; one was perfectly  r ip e , 

representing the middle daughter; and the third was s t i l l  green, repre

senting the youngest daughter.^ Understanding the significance o f  thes

melons, the sultan ordered a l l  the young men in the c ity  to parade before*^ ***
¿>̂1 Aff**

the palace so that his daughters might pick their future husbands. The a w 1
1̂ 1̂ ? • W ,-fHt

girls; were to throw ba lls  at the men they wished. The oldest daughter
«■f- refcl-v, pjiiv» <

liked the son o f the Grand Vezir and threw her b a ll at him. The middle y
Ac /* no »-H

. # daughter chose the son of another vezir. As for the youngest daughter,
_ 7W<£p

she did not throw her b a ll at any man, although they had a l l  passed 

^  under the windows o f the palace. They searched a l l  over the c ity  for  

the young man whom she might like to marry, but they couldn't find any- oi- — ( s i

one who pleased her. F inally , she saw the ch ief gardener's apprentice, 

dressed like a keloglan, in the crowd, and she threw her b a ll at him as 

he passed under the palace window.

The sultan was shocked at f i r s t  with his youngest daughter's choice. 

"Of a l l  the young men in this c ity , why did she have to choose him?" he 

asked. Not satisfied  with her choice, he made her throw her b a ll again, 

and again she threw i t  at the same boy. After this had happened several 

times, the sultan fin a lly  accepted her choice. Wanting to  see what sort 

o f  a young man his future son-in-law was, the sultan had him called int<  ̂

his presence. When the young man came to  the palace dressed as a kelo -

the sultan asked him, "What is  i t  about you that attracts my daugh-

The young man answered, " I f  you w ill give me a l i t t l e  time, I can 

explain to  you what sort o f  a person I am." He took from his pocket the 

^This is  a common motif in Turkish fo lk  ta les .
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three hairs, struck f l in t  against s te e l , and burned the hairs. The horse 

reappeared at once. He exchanged his old clothes for the fa iry  su it in 

the saddlebag and mounted his horse, and then the sultan immediately saw 

that this was the same young man who had helped his forces several times

in his recent ba ttle . As a resu lt, the wedding o f the youngest daughter 

took place along with those o f  her two elder s is ters , and they a l l  lived  

happily after that.
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