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Captain Geo. M. Slaughter, 

Amarillo, Texas/ 

Dear George:--

) 

Dallas, Texas, Sept. 28, 1897. 

Yours without date came to hand yesterday. Vie sent the cut 

of Protection to Brooks as you requested. I wrote Mr. Brooks 

from Hot Springs, s. D., which letter I presume you have seen, for 

a write-up in his paper, and will pay him 50 $. I sent him 

order for cut of Ancient Briton, and would like to have it in the 

paper as welJ as Protection's. He ought to have the account 

of tho pedigree of th~ other bulls, but dony know if you can g ive 

it soon. You mieht say we still have some JJ calves at $60., if• 

tal<Bn in November~- the A. B. ranch, or Running Wat~r when they 

wi ll be weaned from thej_r mothers-- &75. if kept till spring and 1 

delivered on Railroad, all to be Hereford colot-s an,a good cattle. 

In regard to 2 yr/ old Spayed Heifers, would hold them at 

$22., with IO percent cut. In regard to the JJ steer calves 

I dont want to sell them. I wrote you a long letter the other 

day . I expect to leave for the S Ranch Monday moPning, Oct.4. 

I expect to be at ,Tahoka Lake about the 7th, and if it is con 

v·enient you might drive down, and go to the ranch S. W. of t he 

Lake 7 miles, about a mile North of the Colorado Road and wait 

for me as this is where I expect to put the two year old Steers; 



) 

but there is no ccrnpulsion about this. I am arranging to feed 

the Montana Steers in M Nebraska as I wrote you. 

Your~~ 

I enclose you a letter from Powell, which explains itself. 

may do as you think best about it. 

Yo1.1 

J 



Yf~$7fwmcu,$u,d.,~ f') ,.A{;,JV,_J,2. ) ef/~vm-;0 <ef,u,1//4v. , 

~,m/J/{J~!JI~ 

~/~~ ✓ ,2cacfJa 
~ ✓ ✓2.5, {l{l{J, 

~/~/lzatdW!f{!&~~~di»:JP 

@~~4 Oct . 30, 1897. 

G. M. Slaughter, 
. 

Amarillo, Tex. 

Dear Son:--

I have received your letter of tho 27th this morning and ha 

wired not to sell more than GO early calves, Bu:rns receives Nov. 5th. 

Thinking ynu were r1it11 me When I contracted with Burns to take 200 Bul 

58 bought Bulls·, and I42 of our orm raising allowing you to sell 00 

\":111 r!a ;:o 202 out of 214 .rrme branding, so have wired you not to sell 
i 

mol"e t11an 60, as ! wa..11t 30 or 40 f'o:r Bill, and really wanted to send 

Lower 4 or 5. However I thought you might contract 60, but I e:xpect 

Burns will pretty pick the herd for ourselves. ~fter thinking the 

matter over I have come to tho conclusion that we need the I42 bulls 

ourselves. O:f course we could wait rmtil t110 next crop, but owing to 

the number of cows we have I really believe it would be foolish to sell 

I42 bulls when we need them ourselves. Of course I expect to offer 

them for sale as soon as we can fill up froT"l o~ improved bulls . 

I notice what you say in regard to Nelson grumbling in regard to the 

4 year old straight "S" steer~. This is no more than I expected and so 

said to you, but I dont think there is anything in tho cori tract that bin, 

:for any nunber o:f :four year olds or t11rees in the "S" brand, as I made 

the contra~t simply from our boolrn. Novi that the marl<:et has gone dorm 

to some extent he wants moro fonrs, as they are worth more money. 

' 



YfY~$t71?UM, &'-w,i/4-.t.- <) ~ JVJ',2 ) ¥-~1///#ll✓, ~,ud/41/. 

~~a/PJJ~ 
~/1/td r/ 2cac1Ja 
$,t;/4 ✓ ✓2.J; {){JI}, 

~d71Utt«k~!/0j/takZt»:Y 

{JJ~J;~c~ 

Let hin do tlle tall~ing and you stay 'by your cont-ract and s ay nothing. 

Nelson has to let 9f'f' a little windt anyway. When there is no noney in 

it it in cheap. 

With regard to Bob, will say it is inpossible to catch him. 1 

I ordered hin to take tho cattle on the north sirle of t11e lake and hold 

till you cc.1'.le. I .dont t1,ink he \'Till got up there bef'ore the 2nd or 3rd. 

Will urite hin nm-rover at Grasslanns to take the cattle on till he 1·1eets 

you, bnt doubt him getting it. If' the cattle arc oven turne<l loose at 

Tahoka, I dont think it r10uld be very much trouble :for you to r ound un 

the 2000 head which no. will do. 

I triod: to trade ui th Evanc in ovory way, and could not make 

a traa.e even by giving him $5000. more tl1an a.ininterest-ed nen mig11t say 

it war: woJ?th, and shall use rr.y r)est efforts to graze cattle on that :-anch 

Hoping that you z.•ill have succoss in delivering t110 cattle 

and that t 1 o weather will not be too severe, 

I aJn, your afD00.tionato :father, 

(Dictated) 

r·cpa,r 
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Plainview, Tex • 
. ffi,e_ I~ 7 

My Dear Son:-- ~ 
on my return from the great Baptist Convention, Where t1.,e good 

Lord was with us, I find yoUl.'s of the Bth on f'ile in my office, and now 
hasten to reply. You say you uent down to meet Bob, and learned from 
Oglesby that he would not be in till later, and the cattle not before 
the 9th, and as you had to deliver the heife-,s, you went back with Green, 
leaving Charlie to take the cattle up, Which was alright. I hope you 
will deliver your heifers withou.:11 :f'Urther trouble. It is alright to 
take the cows and calves up, if you wish to, and ship ffllem off, or at 
least I have no objection. You say you found the cattle in Tahoka, _ 
traveling the fence, etc. Will you please tell ne where you found the 
jogs in the fence. If you found any, you beat me. You say you tibld 
Chas. to settle them. That's alright; it is true there ought to have 
been some cows and calves put with them, but the fact · is that the year­
lings would not have been satisfied at the start had they been put in 
a clover field. You say they look like cattle in the Kansas City yards. 
Now, did you see those cattle or did you su:r.-mise or hear this. Did 
you go to the "jogs 11 , or did some one tell you of them? You say that 
you were satisfied the cattle were in good shape When put there. I can 
tell you they were not in such good condition, or I w9ul~ not have has­
tened to move them. I am only turning you over a 11 ttle about writing 
When I dont think you saw them. I take it that in the case of the cows, 
you heard they were looking awful bad. Dont you know those cows could 
not look awful bad the next day after the calves were weaned. You 
say the calves were dandies, and I exPect that . if you ,had seen the cows 
as well, although they had to be brushed pretty heavily, you would have 
WJ.>itten differently. I have a letter from BUl.'ns saying we lost Bishop 
Horn no. 50, one of the best of the Gudgell and Simpson bulls. I 
dont know of any cause to assign his death to. Yes, you got away with 
Nelson pretty good , and I think Van Natta too, Which I think you are 
capable of doing any time, as you are a calm cool trader, and I am awf'ul 
glad of it. I think you did well to get off your tailings. They brought 
nearly as much as the top used to bring. You might tally again, if you 
can,. Yes, you had better take the White faced steer calves, and ship 
them to Lower. You had better wean all bald faced calves that are old 
enough. Some are too young to wean. I want you to keep and winter the 
rull calves, or sell them at $so. You may send a hal.f dozen bull calves 
to Lower with the steer calves, 1r the oars run r ght. I have a great 
Inquiry about calves, and could sell tho d ~d t Go to Burns 
when you can. Lovingly yr father, 



- ..:.G'©,ANCIENT BRITON 55,749.,§),)--­
WORLDS FAIR CHAMPION. 

My Dear George :--

10, 1897. 

I have just received a letter from Bob, dated the 7th, in 

Which he gives a splendid report of the cattle over the range, and es-

pccially at Tahoka Lake, f'rom w'h.ich place he ha~ just returne,d. He says 

the cattle are looking better than when they were put in, and there is 

plenty of water and grass, which latter has been but very little dam-

aged by the numerous fires of' late. I am bothered no little about feed-

ing the bulls dovm there. In f'act it seems my grain will cost 46 f. 
I will f'eed at that, if I cant do any better. I enclose a letter :f:rom 

Dalton, wanting some bulls, and have -written him that if' you had 10 bUlls 

(good ones) unsold, you could ship him them When you shipped at $75 .00. 

I dont know What you 11ave, but if you can, send him 10 good calves when 

you ship the steer calves to Lower. Lower says he is ready for them • 
. 

I expect that you had better ship them as soon as possible, for they wont 

do to go with the 11s 11 steers in February. Anyway you had better take 

time and not hurt them. Ship at least one car-load of' the best, say a­
Dalton 

bout 50, and put from 1 to 5 bulls (calves) to_him. Dont ship to »Xm 

unless they are good. I want him to have 10 good bull calves. 

Bob shipped 750 cows last week, 27 cars, 9 to Chicago, 9 to Kan­

sas City, and 9 to st. Louis. The :retu:rns shovrnd that the average net 

price was $22.29 per head. There was one car-load of' young steers. 

It seems that people are still wild on cattle on the range . The 
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and the CUrry-combs calves ,vere sold the other. day f'or $19.00. They 

are nothing extra, yearlings in the spring. I think I have arranged 

our cattle on the lower ranch to winter f'airly well. I have ordered 

1000 head to be put in the Evans pastu.re. They are very stubbor n and hard 

to handle. 

much. 

They threaten a great deal but dont think it will amount to 

Ed and I are hard at work trying to get our bearings. The office 

is moving slowly, as we have an immense· correspondence. How many steers 

did the boys take up, and how are they doing'l If you cant write tell me 

at Christmas. 

XXX:XXXXX DONT FAIL, UNDER ANY CIRCUMSTANCES, TO BE AND APPEAR, WITH 
YOUR FAMILY, AT THE SLAUGHT:::;R MANS 1 ON, ON OR BEFORE THE 25TH OF DECEl-.f­
BER. .A FAILURE TO COMPLY WITH THESE SUMMONS WILL THROW YOU UNDER TilE 
PENALTY OF HAVING YOUR FATHER MOTHER, BROTHERS AND SISTERS APPEAR WITH A 
LONG. FACE AND A GREAT WRINKLE OF SORROW, WHICH YOU WILL CONSIDER A GREAT 
DNEl FINE. :XXXX:XXXXXXXXX 

With love, your father, 

P. s. You had better look out f'or some corn for your horses if you think 

best. c.c.s. 

---~----------~-------" '-------------------------'6 



Capt. Geo. M. Slaughter, 

Plainview, Tex. 

Dear Son:--

25, 1898. 

We are still vi,ry busy at the office getting things straight 

on last year. We are getting everything in very good condition. 

On looking over my old notes, I find the Dennis Rice Note for $350.00 

secured by deed of trust to· Cooper, etc., all of which you can see for 

yourself from the enclosures. This deed is not recorded, but suppose 

there is no other deed upon the property. I want you to get this land. 

Writ e to Dennis Rice, and tell him you are willing to cancel the note 

if he will make you a deed to the land. If he refuses have Cooper 

seal the land at auction, and buy it in for the value of the note with 

interest. We want bhis land, as it is valuable, and is certainly worth 

$1.00 per acre. 

Dalton says t here were some steers among the calves· sent him. 

How about this. I am now at work on the Land matter Oxsheer and I 

were talking about when you were dorm here. 

us. A word to others would ruir us. 

This is of course between 

I have letters from Lower and Hord wanting to know when to come for 

their cattle. I told them to correspond with you. 

Will send you your draft book, paper, and sta.J11~ in a few days 
~::rmlo:aloxxxx 

OAUA.3 LITH (0 • 

• 
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probably this week. Your drafts are clear and business-like, and I 

want yo compliment you on them. 

John. B. s . tells me you sold one of his steers to Nelson. rs 

this so? I gave him $26.00 for it. Was that right? 

Am glad you had some snow. We are having beautiful summer weath-

er here now. I am fearful that Fel) . will be a very bad month. Hope 

you will succeed in curing Harvester. 

Burns says the calves h ave quit dying. 

This leaves all well, and hope you and. yours are enjoying good health, 

I am, 

Lovingly your ~ather, 

C. C. Slaughter 

per ~--2>~9¼. 
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You .;: 11 navo to r:atc,1 Lor:oJ? !)J:>(;itt" clorrnly, 

I 1;nnt · 01~d to 1mvo c.n oven 

I rm .. n.t. to trout 1:110:1 both tho cario. I nnnt yc.n-1. to 

.: 

1 . n~ "!..r~o11r.,..,.,,_. " , .. - ·1ot 11,Gr.: G'"' 
• , J ) , I) 'I,_ • ! •~ • / , ' j ., • < I ),J • )I.,) • 

<;:1.~:.to a nice t1:t:1t-Lcln P.bou:": ttc nn:l,o . 'i'hoy d1'1 not . oJ:c i.G nuci1 :"!onoy, 

I ~1m: J1n.v) c , 000. 00 ont on thQ ;iroj_1or;~_ t. ion . 

I QJ':1 iN -f 4,• :"I o_ I 1,Jlt~ 011inio:~ tJ1at 
\ 

can be ol)t\i nc·' }.'11 e. 

Ti o tu.ct i r' , i +, i:; a.om t. -';ho la::;t c11a11co. 

r:i1'0 to na1~0 :lt nn 1: sui•· ncf"' po lier :r-:01• ,.1y cl1i ldron, undj_vtclcrl , an<l in-
\ 

divi:-•ioln, i,nt11 t.ro c1_opth o ' ti-H, :L•~n~ on· ()-r> ny f'~•r:ily . , I tl1_:I .• ,~ j_'; :!,.r• 

' 
ti"'O 'j)OCt ·)ol.i.cy I C{)P l cl :1• ''ll'/('! n.y dllilrlrcn a n i 1; ·.1ill be y:-i ·\1c1 ::rw n })-'>() ":i. ~ 

,., 11 tho tine . 



(3) 

oa.:rt1' . I an ·~ry:Lnr; tn loavo a sto:r.J.ing C'?harn.otor t o em uitL it , a:J 

I h·"!.vo :..1 lot' or _.1.•on non , \l!;t,<) ~aye t o cattle r,.ro t111n , b11'"; ntron:; . 

e.rc ;10:inr, •.70 J . 

< t 

, .. :i,,h rmc1• lov, +:o ynu, 11.llio, ·m '.Dtrntc:r , I r.u , 

Ym·-, ;i.ovinr; .!':1t'hor , 
C. C. SLAUGHTER, 

By~ch ... &tQ.Mqh~ 
:.~ h0m:~:, 1~7.cn, P.nt1 n co:-<'I~ Pl 1-rt·"; .... , · ·', : - c "'"fl. • :"' • 

C. c . G .. 



31 , 1308 . 

Gnpt . Uoo . if. nln.Prrht or, 

N n.:rtllo ·o? Pi!ainVieu, To;c . 

U'O •1.ll /01' n:--y. 

rq 011.t. tl'lon . I :?J"l fln<l to 1~no-·t!' t .£:t · you.D tuo bnl;\.~1 P.,., <'011r no nicely. 

I n"'i yo n1· n1· • ~· .~. • 1 ~ ) .. • '-.J\ c ... tittle H oc.r1y to 11of:\i:r ·o.,,• • 0 1~ •·• ;~ 0. 7th .., 
,l ...... .,:1, IJ1~

1 
• •• 

' '. 

I ,·.-c) ·1~ not 1)oCi 1Jof'o 'o f-iol) . l/ th o~~ 1G1il1. Tl C 1-~yh ~i01'11l fj.vo ~ ~)U ru---

--1lD -1- nc ';o co+-, t1~0 c:, ... -4-J.o "11 :--hi'P)~t bof'0::-:c t~ho_f'n~\ or 25t cf' rob . 

t·1ono c6.t.t1 ~ bcein ~-.o cor:t no··'y':,', un ,·~oo 1 ar; 

I crorrdori 'f01. o-:• '· i• 'o, I < ic1 nc\t t11i,\l~ you 

0-'-' cotirno yon • '·;v loot tor n :?Jto:r.-~ ~1"'-on .. 

t,· c· r J.cavo 

thut t:.:.•10 , 

···0·· ~ 1· t.m.? tino , •'11'1(1 J,o.1m• 11, n all tl' oa:ctl ~. hq cn.n VOiiY voll 0"""'.;on<l 
z.171 , rm I 
to , r-0 J: ·:m lc1 r·:--y (ion-+- o ~in r:or: until +ho 1r.~J1. Tl io .:i\1 ·~iv ... 

' 
ycn1 t 
;c::tI 
I ~;11 · 

I (ont ooo i'i11Y you c·1nt ·.:n:ito }'1111 tJ,u""; ym•. ,•il.l 

,, 

l·,v-.ot· "" ; ,~ "t: 
,fj\.) r .L~-'- • ~... \. \J 

/ 

::ru:rnc u~>out, t11n 1ot11 to '·he 1:-i· 1· , nnll tt 1:1 hi1 · ·11P ni 1,h yon . 
1 

Ho,; vc:f t 1 ..:.r-
1 / 
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Instr1..-i.ct:i.onfl . 

obvdiour., n.s it i;; \lOll-J.:::nmm tho.t it ic fill on.rr~: matto:r. to :ruj_oc tho 

ru,1mmt o:f' a c.l,"?nf't. , i:f' -:-.rri t· ten in lo:.:i.t;.- poncj,1 . ) 

(:?.) 

n., ........ ~·"'r ~U.(...J. '.) I • 

All 1>1lln anr1 nl1 accounts fo1? lcbo:i~ nu.ct be paio. in 1.1.u.l euch 

In settlonont of bill or aoo01.rnt ;'.'or l['l.'tOJ•, -::1•ita plainly 

on lino above 11Pny -1-0 tho orclo:i~ o:f" , the dato of' the folJ.or:iTJ.G Quarto:r . · 

f.:. Gary , 0:.:-1 Fob. lGth. 

blnnk line tho uorrls-- 11 0n April lnt, 1808 °. 
bo pair.. at onco, t'hcn dodnct 2 o/o i'rof.1 fncfi of bill, aml ·write tho- ,m:..~a.~ 
«At Gig11t 11 , or lonvc tJ1e 1)ln.nl~ n.s it is. If t110 bill t;,'12.S r,a(l0 in ..,Tt_-,_::m,a­

If i~rr:1oc1-iato 

pnyr"'.lont if' deci:rcd in Hnrch,. dodnct 1 o/o. So in })nymont o.~· lnbor o.oc,.unt: 

In no c:.::.so c.ro you to allow uny btll or labor ~ccount to rw1 over tho 

of' that Qa:1rt or. 

( 3) In trio linoc 1x~p;inniI1£; vri th "For", ckttn f'ully as ponniblc 

In cc.~o o ·"' POWl0llt o:' bill of' 

goods, ~OJ..' inst..-:i.nco , r:rito "For G~ocorios f(,:J Brrrnr1.:.i.nr; out.fit, e.n 1Jor 

(,~) i"cve:L' r'l~.or:·anyonc to 1.t:::0 you.J.> <1:r.aft:1, ar<i n8V'31? uno t:i121'.:l 
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InstJ•r:.ctj_on::.i . 

to uocu:--tom evm~yone to tllc cirht c Ancient Briton on n~, hocks , lottor­

hcadn, 01,e . , ::m that in ti .,,. it ni1.l be• r-o ind.0J.il1l: a~cocia-'- e1i in r c.•n3 ' 

n::.:1 .s :.;i t11 tho .. 1ano a-... a. o. 

~-------~---------~---

e.1::,1 ~Nit y 0·~ ,1i 1 encl cnvor ·.,) 1 cl " 

1.u~;in< er, I 1)07 to J~o--1ain, 



Dear Son:--

Yours of the 7th received and contents noted. I think you 

aave made splendid arrangements for taking your steers up, and believe 

you ca.n now take them up without hurting them and without great expense . 
I 

Of course the feed. ~ng v1,11 r.iake them stand their shipment much better. 

In regard to the time you ~ad selected , so far as moonlight is concer­

ned it was very wise, but on the other hand, the cattle were getting 

along nicely, and I wanted them to stay on the ranch so long as they 

were doing well. 

and this cost will 

been a little late 

They cost us money as soon as they leave the ranch, 
)J 

continue to the middle 0f May. We have usually 
i.: 

i n g!etting them off, and I think that the latter part 

of Feb. is the best time . You may have a storm about the 15th; if so, 

After you begin the vmrk, go on until you 
r 

hold up~ for a day or two. 

finish. Your statement concerning the indebted.Ilea~ is alright . Lower 

was here Saturday, and left yesterday morning for Colorado City. He 

will go through as I w:rote you before. Should the 14th lool<: stormy, 

you can hold another week, if you ,7ant to. If you have any storm in 

February, you vill probably come about the 15th. We are getting along 

nicely here in tho Off ice, and also with t11e paper. I shall write to 

Ogl esby to report on the condition of the cows i n the Ancient Briton~ 

Ranch. Alley says the cattle arc alright with him . Bob says the 

cattle are standing the winter well, but are in need of water. We had 



a good rain here last night, and the weather is vra:um. Lovter sold 
I 

on Feb . 1st, 4I head dehorned steers weighed 1386#, brought $4 . 65 . 

Feb. 10, 16 horned stoers, weighed 1329:#, brought $4 . 40 . 

47 head speyed heifer1, weighed 1112#, brought 4 . 15 . 

head speyed heifers, ,freihghed I06&#, brought ~~4 .15. 

Same date , 

Feb . 11, 72 -

With love to you and Allie, and a kiss f,rom old Grandpa to Buster, 

I am, your loving father, 

C. C. SLAUGHTER 
} 

ByJA cf'v /; la.,,._,._q "-¾r-





- -- ·- ----~-----------. . , 
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Capi. Geo. M. 

Doar Georg o =--

DALLAS LITlt.CO. 

e , 1s9s . 

Slaughter, 

Pla.invim1, Tex. 

..: 

Reports to this of:f'ico shoi7 that ';le a:re loning lot n of' 

cattle, especially on the old 11 s 11 rr.ngo, the rmrst lossos boing at SUl-

ph'ui-. OgleQby says he estima~es at least 1,090 at that placo , and 

if'. ho is l'ignt, our loss on the old range will bo 1500 or 2000 head. 

Alley is losing some atmTahoka, some 75 to 100. 

says thoy a.re doing better , also at Anderson ' s. 

At Rattlesnako, ho 

1't tl1ese places ,.,o 

arc not losing s o many , acc ount of :recent light showe:rs . Ward ' s and 

McKenzie's seem to be doing the best of any . And thin will continue 

for some time yet as tho r10atho"? is both dry and colcl .• 

warmer t here will be no moisture to bring tho grass. 

..hen it turns 

Tho thing ·:m neorJ. 

now is warmer weathoJ.? and raino. I have had Sulph11r :fenced to keep 

the cattle from bogging , but povei-ty in the main cause, and t11e worst 

o:r it i s we cant do anything for tho cattle , so wi ~. l 11ave to grin nnd 

bear it . 

ty good. 

Hord i s putt i ng i n his st oars slowly. 1425# at (j4 . 75-- pret-

Lor:er says ho is having t oo much nru.cJ. . ,. By the W-:>Y, if it 

dont rain before May 1st , I thin1c -i;re nad bot .. or scmd ou:!J three- year-olds 

to Lo'::er , i f he can get good pastures . I fear a bad dr011 th. someho'G , 

.J , 1"'.; ' 1 s1unmer . I pain your $5 . 00 subscription to the Ross Monument Fnnd . 
Lovim;ly you r fath0r, 

~ C. ~LAUGHTER, 

By,.~--- -~~~~ 
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Oapt. G. M. Slaughter, 

Ple.1nview, Texas. 

Door George :--

4/23/98. 

Repo:rt s at this office shoi7 that we have had enough 

rain over all t.ho !'anche::: to stP..:r>t tho grasn well, althoi.lf'"h there 1s 

DALU,S 1.IT:t.co 

as yet very little surface watm~. Tho oattBI have stopned dying, and 

we will be alright i:f ,·e ca.n get some more rain soon. ';.'h1J lntest J!eport 

from tJ e olcJ I,ong 11 s 11 cows near the Ancient ~1ton Ranch i!J t11a.t only 

13G dead J1c.vc ·oce'!l ~011ntod, A.no. I am \Voll satisfied v,e rrill not lose 

more than 200 at tho outsine figure. There were 1900 of these old 

co, .. c nent out t,here lant fall, and I consider this a vory small lo:-::~. 

It in 1~or,orte(i that ,,, cloco examination of the Y'hitofaoes shows a lons 

of ~4. T11in is al:10 a very small loas. Jack All0y r•eports that 110 

has soon co dean, an~ doos not think that tho lonn on hin ranch will 

be over 100 . Oglesby ha n not yet reported f'nll loss on the old range, 

but from his letters tlOUld jnd.ge that 1500 Will OOVeJ'.'. I f'iguro the 

lo~s to be about 2000 on :t:MH all the ranohos, or 5 o/o of entire stock. 

Bu:rns has lost 1--~ ont o:(' the 200 bulla ~t his farm. But for tho rain 

coning so early, our losses on all the ranches ,·roulcJ. have been two or 

three times tni s amount . Bob le:ft Wednesday morping for the ranch, 

from Which he '1-ias been absent since March 7th. 
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DALLAS LtTH.CO. 

J'ack Alley says he will begin work on dehorning tho cattle a.bout May 1st, 

r1hon· he will begin wor1.r on your cattle; consequently, I think you hnci. 

bet ter round-up al l the horses you can possibly wort , g ot an ou.tfit to­

gether, and. go do\7Il to Alley' s about Hay 5th, to begin :rounding-up p.nd 

dohorning . As soon ac you a.re tnrough , you can drivo home. I writ e 

t o Alloy to-day to get ready and. look for you about tho 5th . I want 

you ·to out baclt 1000 stee:r~ vthen you star_t . cut the small(rnt threes 

and tho largest twoos , and l eave them av Jaok ' s . These a:re to go to 

Bill's TI'it h the 1000 heifors. I want Jack to assist you, and you hin 

until you get off. Deho:rn all the steers . Think you had bet t er use 

turpentine, cheap oil and carbolic ac1d
1
m1xed, as a swab. You had bet-

ter cal!ry along 10 gallons each of Turpentine ~nn oil, and 2 gallons 

o~ Carbolic Acid • . V/hat you dont use) leave with Jack .•• I think this 

is better than to have Jack get up an out f it , for your horses will have 

nothing to do after this but watch the fence. I see we are i n the war 

at last and i f you do have to go, s end your for0man wi th wagon t o Jack ' s . 

Market i s ax lit t le off on heavy catlle,--------1 -

Wi th much love, I am 

Your loving 
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Mr . Geo. M. Sl aughter, 

Plainview, Texas . 

Dear Sir:--

l>Al.Ui:. LITtl.f!O 

I leave Monday for Norfolk, Va. to attend the Southern Bap­

tist Convention, and thence to Washington on private bus i ness, and will 

return to Dallas on May 15th. I have instructed the Bank to pay your 

drafts, but I re·quest that you withhold drafts except on necesssary and 

important matters, until my return. 

The fat cattle market 1s off 15 to 20 cents per hundred , though this 

appears to be only a temporary "slump" . 

Reports from all Ranches show cattle in good cf ndition, and I am 

well ple~sed with the management of my business in the hands of my capa­

ble managers . 

Re spectfully, 

C. C. plaughter. 





Hr. G. M. Slaughter, 

Grasslands, Texas. 

Dear Son:--

DALLAS L!Ttl.CO 

May 19th, 1898. 

Replying to your favor of recent date, will say, I think 

your report on dehorning is first class. The rain was certainly~r1ne 

for you and your cattle, and I am satisfied that it will make the Brass 

good. Yes, I am satisfied that dehorning has come to stay, and it will 

be a great improvemen t on the cattle, and, after thinking the matter 

over thoroughly, I believe Tehoka Lake Ranch is the best place to dahorn . 

I am anxious about the flies, and I would advise that you keep close 

watch over the cattle and ke ep them under herd a few days after you go t 

home, as the worms in the head are very bad. I want you to dehorn all 

the steers while you are at it, and when you get through I want you to 

cut 1000 good steers, small l Threes and ~maxxxfxx large Twos, a smooth 

lot, out for Bill and leave them there. Or, if you think best,top tho 

whole herd for the largest cattle for him. This I leave with you. Tho 

first order is really for a top, as these 1000 steers will be for sale 

this fall. Bill surely has a good place for them near the railroad, and 

not far from Liberal, Kansas, where freights are cheaper. Therefore I 

think you had better· give him the top of the herd. I know you don't 

like to do this, but I believe it is for our best interests. However, 

all depends upon the season. By taking the top 1000 and leaving them a-t 

J ack![ they ought to get a good start by the time Bill will be there. To-
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( Jv. [f-cl-~ J0 
day I order him to be there the first week in June~ Bob is eetting r~ad.,y 

to turn t he heifer yearlings , as well as the other yearlings, over to 

Jack by the first . He is gathering them now into Rattle-c,nake pastura. 

I have ordered him to move all the cattle from Ra ttle---.C:nake up to li: va11s 
.: 

pasture, and then to cut out all steer yearlings, with 1000 h~ifers for 

Bill and take to Jack's. Jack will then cut out 1000 heifers for Bil, 

and gather the 1000 steers left for him and . .,ec:: n.f:n off . He will then 

dehorn his yearling steers. I have ordered Bob to dehorn all steer 

calves as they are branded this year. He · has already dehorned all bulls 

at Old Pete's. So we are now "dehorners:, and1let it prove to be good 

or bad, we are trying it by the wholesale. Evans failed to set t le with 

Bob, and I expect to eat the grass in the pasture even if I have to do 

it by suit. I am running a fence from Sulphur Draw to the Magnolias. 

Letter from Burns says Ancient Briton Ranch is dry. This was writ­

ten on the 11th. No green grass there as yet. I am sorry he moved the 

bulls. You did right about the yearlings. I wanted them to stay at 

Burns' until Jack gets Bill off. Then I want Jack to keep the 23 and 

take the 100 to Ward's, but will write him further if I can't come up. 

I don't want to put the bulls with the cows before June the 25th. I had 

intended to come up ri ght away, but I have been detained here trying to 

get a government contract to suppl y the troops in Cuba with beef. Gen. 

Stoddard is try ing to get it for me. Our st r ongest compecitor so far 1s 
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Shanghai Pierce. Stoddard is now trying to compromise with Pierce, and 

will offer him a part interest in our contract if he will not compete. 

The Government wants 75,000 pounds of net beef ~edayi-i-a-e1:1ea per day in 

Cuba, 180 to 200 cattle. I have offered to put them there at 6/ gross_, 
~ 

or 12 cents net. I don't know whether I will get the contract or not. 1 

will buy the cattle in Southern Texas. If I get the contract I can't saw 

when I will come up. I have ordered Bob to send the d- bulls 

and our old white-faced bulls, 75 to 100 in number, with 400 or 500 old­

est cows at Ward's wells, up to Oxsheer's . to go with the other old cows. 

C. C. Will takethis herd up, starting Ju~e 1st. I intend to sell this 

herd this fall if I can. I think I will drive it to Bill's,and probably 

through to Western Kansas and let Lower dribble them out by retail, or, 

in other words
1
r want to cash them. 

As to the management of your herd from Jack's up, I have no in­

structions ,except to graze them through and watch the worms, and when you 

get home I would again top the herd for 1000 and put them in your beef 

pasture and let the others run on the creek . I now have an idea or hand­

ling the whole of the two-year-olds this fall, but can't say positively. 

I am trying to push things as fast as possible. 

I h~d a long but a pleasant trip to Norfolk, Va. to the Southern 

Bapt ist Convention . I go t t here Thursday, the day before the Convention 

was called to orde r. I took a vessel a nd went down to Old Point to see 



-4-

our Flying Squadron under command of Schley. I saw the first class bnt­

tle-ship Massachusetts, the second class battleship Texas, th~ armorttd 

cruiser Brooklyn, each one the first in her class in the world. I tell 

you the old Massachusetts looked just like the devil with his boots on. 

I changed my mind in regard to our navy. I believe the safest place • 

during this war is on one of these first class b~ttleships behind lR 

inchfis of Harveyized steel .... . Friday morning the _Convention was called 

to order, and when I looked at that ·great convention of Americnn Baptists 

I tell you it made me feel mighty proud of my religion. There w~re as­

sembled thousands of men whose names are household words, congregated 
I 

together for the service of Almighty God. In the tlection of officers, 

President Harrellson, and old Vice-President Hinchman, the only survivor 

of the original founders, were elected by accl4mation. Then began the 

fight for the three vice-presidents, and to my utmost surprise, Dr. J. B. 

Hawthorn, formerly of Atlanta, and now of Nashville, nominated for one 

of the Vice-presidents, Hon. Col. C. C. Slaughter of Texas. He was sec­

onded, in a very fine speech 1by Dr. Carter Jones of Kentucky. The 12th 

nominee was ex-Governor Northern of Alabama, who declined to run, with­

drawing in favor of the Texan. The three names ge tting the highest num­

ber of votes cast were to be elected respectively 2nd, 3rd and 4th vice­

presiden~s. The election was by secret ballot. On the announcement of 

the result, my name was read first, and I had the honor of receiving the 
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highest vote ever cast for a nominee for this office in the history of 

the Pouthern Baptist Convention. Not a single vote was recorded against 

me. That evening I was called to the chair, made a little speech of 

thanks, and I tell you I felt mighty little before those three thousand 

great men. Our pastor, Mr. Truett, was called upon to reply to the 

speech of welcome, which he did in such a manner as to capture the Con­

vention, and was elected to give the opening address next year at ~ouis­

ville, where, if possible, I want you to attend. tT. B. Gambrell wa.s 

elected President of the Educational Society, founded by John D. Rocke­

feller, and which directs his magnificent gifts. So you can see T~xas 

sure enough hypnotized the Convention. Our paper is spoken of very 

highly up there. Our mutual friend, Dr. Hayden, was not recognized at 

the Convention. The last great thing that he has done was to bring suit 

against me and 34 other Baptists, claiming $50,000 damage for crushing 

out his paper, and $50,000 damage for interfering with his peqce of 

mind, causing him to lose sleep, white-washing his hair, and racking his 

nerves. 

Dewey's victory did not stop the war, and no one can tell where it 

will stop. It may end up in a life and death struggle between the com­

bined world and the English speaking race. I think your decision regard­

ing the war is ri ght. Let those go who are over anxious, but -when the 

country needs you, get a company of rough riders and go at it. 
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•As soGn as convenient, Dick and I will start in at Widland and give 

the ranches a thorough examination, when I will see you. We will start 

about the 25th of this month, unless I get the Government contract, wh n 

I will probably have togo to San Antonio to buy cattle . . 

Dick has just returned from a two weeks from Lower's and 'Iurd .'..t; . 

He reports that he had a fine time and that the cattle are all right. ,e 
says the Ancient Briton calves are the prettiest bunch he ever saw, and 

should top the American market. 

You may write me fully as you can how your cattle class up, rind how 

many you start with. Go slow and steady. This letter is for you and 

Jack, and you will l et him read it. 

All are well at home except Nellie , nho has the measles, but she 

is getting along very well. Bob and Florence and C. C. left yesterday 

morning for Midland . Allie will go out about June 1st. 

With much love to you and yours, I am 

Your loving fathwr, 

l.tJ,~ 
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Georee M. Slaughter, Es q., 

Plainview, Texas. 

Dear George : --

June 2nd, 1898 . 

I have been delayed here for sometime trying to get· 

eovernment contract for beef, but think of going our Aaturday rnorriinc, 

as the government is so slow, etc. 

I had a letter from Jack Alley saying you and he had dehorncd ro1w 

4750 steers, and that you had left for home with 3750. He sa~,s t':e~~ 

look very pretty, but said nothing about the vrnrms. I presumt> the:· had 

none, but I was awfully anxious about them. I think you will be very 

lucky indeed if you don 't have considerable trouble yet . 

I expect to be at your place about ~he 15th of June, when 1 wil 

examine your ranch and will expect you to go with us to the A. B. ~auch . 

Bob and Dick will be with me. Our losses for the winter past will be 

prett~, heavy . 

Love to all, 

Your father, 

/ ., 



O~LUS Lmt.CO. 

7 /12/es. 

Dear George :- C 

I am still driving away at the desk, trying to get· matters 

arranged for the summer, fall and winter;-- I ·have leased all my old range 

solid, the last lease .amounting to over $1700.oo,r and I expect to make 

an addition to Tahoka Lake, amounting to $1,000.00 more. I reel that 

I am compelled to do it or be left tor the winter. I made anot~er trade 

with Frank Evans, but he had to take it to his brethren be:t'ore signing, 

and as I have heard nothing :t'rom them, presume they have gone back on it 

again. 

· I haye arranged to pasture about 6000 head in the Huling Pasture 

this Winter, beginning vrith September 1st. I have bought the entire 

Huling Ranch, about 93,000 acres, provided they Qan arrange the transfers, 

ate. Dont mention this fact to any one. I want you to get the old Cows 

:t'rom Oxsheer's about the first day of September, and I desire that you 

get a good pasture either near Amarillo, or Panhandle City, by the month, 

to hold them in so that we can offer them for sale. I am gming to sell 

them this fall at some price. 

dry Cows and eo old Bulls. 

There will be 1000 cows and calves, 490 

Bob is doing all he can to clear the old range of everything 

but the cows and calves. I have ordered 10000 head to Tahoka Lake 

Pasture. Bill took up 2383, a little more than 1000 heifers, 898 dehorn-

ed steers, and the balance horned steers. 
6tit:t:md 

Hord has shipped all his 
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cattle exoept the 496 head shipped to him this spring, and estimates 

that he has made eaoo.oo, as our joint profit. Lower has 608 head on 

hand yet, and says he will shin 460 of them this month. I think he has 

the belly-ache. My office is completed and is a splendid 1:ru.1lding. 

I now think I will leave here for Nebraska, ntkota, Kansas and Montana 

about the 20th. Will reach Hot Springs, s. D., abouth the first or 
August. Driskill says they think they have seen about 600 head this 

Spring, bUt of 00U1"se this is all guess-work . 

ten the best of the worms at last. 

With muoh love, I am, 

Your father, 

I hope that you have got-
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Col c . c . s1aughter/ 

Dallas Texas . 

Dear Sir:--

Owing to cel·tain circU1.J,stanc es, which 

have existed for some time past , we have deferred u..11.t i l the present t ir..e 

in ppening a correspoy:.dence with you relative to the delivery to u s, 

of your c:i.ttle as per cuntract executed on the 10th day of .Tune 18~7. 

At the time of enterir1g into this cuntract, wh ich was negvtiated 

by lvlr . O. H. Nelson, we 1rn:t•e assured by l.lr . Nelson that you would fulfill 

your port ion the1•-of to the letter and if afry .t1ife1·ence should be made, 

that you wu ld ma!,;.e it st i ll 11101·e favorable to us 

This c ont ract callee~ for a delivery of , froru 700 to 800 four 

year ol ci. steers in the straight II C/:) " b.1·and and of, from 500 to l300 

~ead of three year old steers . 350 to 400 of the three year old steers, 

were to be cattle purchased by you fruia C. A. Lioldsmith . 

when these cattle we1·e delivered to us we had the11. ca1•efully 

insr ected and tallyed and as you are probably aware , •.;e got not to exceed 

190 head of four year old cattle. The a.veraee weight of the cattle was 

1.Jut a triffle over ~00 pounds, wrdch wo1.:..!d indicate cuncl 1.:., ively that the 

percenta;e of four year old cattle was very light . 

/ 
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And if necessary to satisfy you of the above fact in ree,n.1·d to 

the number of four year ol d steers , v,e can f urnish yuu severul affidavit~ 

of experts who insi e cte d these cattle . The four year· old cattle ,·101·e 

worth, at 1 east , ten dolla1·s pel' head mo1·e than t}·e th1·ee ~-ea1· old ' s .: 

on the ma.l.'11. et. 

You t ll pl'obably ren,ember tr.at we made e ver:, cf' 01·t to ret ,:, 

you to cLme to All1orilla at the ttmo of del ivery to turn over the herd . 

But could e;et no response from you • 

Mr l{elsonassured us t1;at yon woul aa.just the mutter 

satisfactorly ·:nd fairly and we r eceived ti•e cattle 1:mder 1 rotest from 

your son as you are u..odo1btedly aware , owiYig tu t!"e above asurance un the 

part of LrNel son . ·Owing to the above statemcrnt of f~cts vie fell that 

you are t!n<1cbted to us for t.t:e loss sustained bj' failn1•e on your part 

to dc:i iver cattle 9.s per contract in t· e amount of , 2500 . 00 . 'l'hat being 

five dollars pe1• head on a sho1·tage of 506 head of four yea1· ola. cattle . 

This svm be irg one half of what we bele ive we would have n,ade 

had you delivered to us the nun1ber of four year old cattle sti1ulated in 

the c ont ro.ct, which amo H,t y,Ju will readi6.ly a pp Pee iate tb.?-.t we of fer 

to apcept as a fair, just and a qatisfactory settlement . 

Knowing full well t:-at yuur high sense of honor a s a cattle 1.1nn 

will c~eem but x-ight • 

Vie wou.J.u add t at t•,ere is 300 dollars !.LUe you fr1>li, l.ir . 

'f'OYl e cm the Liudgcll & Simpson bull , whi ch he buught th1•ut,gh lir };el son. 
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May 8, 1899. 

Mr. G. M. Slaughter, 

Grasslands, Lynn Co., Texas. 

Dear Son:--

Yours of the 6th received, and am vary glad to hear from 

you, and also to know· that you are- getting some rain. I hope Bob will 

not delay you at Tahoka Lake. I have a letter from Lower saying that 

he would start for Plainview last Saturday night, the 6th. I wrote to 

Bob last Saturday and addrassed the lett er to Grasslands so that you and 
.I 

Jack might see it. It is ·getting near the time when you should be stil .. -

ring up the we11 ·men on the Beal ranch, and when you should be freight-
. 

ing the wind mills, piping and casing from Portalis. I wrote Bob that I 

would ·expect him to haul the posts and. stays from the Texas & Pacific Ry. 
; 

and that I would expect your teams to haul the wind mills, well material, 

wire &c. from Portalis. We· will get possession of the ranch July 1st, 

and if we fail to get the 20 miles of fence up by the 1st Beal will nat­

urally get the use of the ranch while we are paying for it. We also 

want to hurry up with the wells and tanks as fast as possible. Tha first 

two wells I want put down must be located at the Beal we·ll southwest of 

the corner of Huling pasture. 

In regard to the mules and wagons you spoke of, I hardly 

to say. Two pairs of the mules are rather old for us to buy, 

them for this work on the wells, &c. 

know what 

but w?;~ 
Lower writes ~hat he wants t he spayed he ifers , as well a s the 1000 
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I wrote him about. I think he is selling Sullivant 400 at $33.00 on time 

I wrote him that it would be all right if he could pay the freight. I am 

fearful we will not get much, if any, money out of the whole trade at 

pr~sent, and will have to put up a great deal of money before they are 

sold. You know I wrote to Lower as follows: 700 steers at $33.00, 450 

spayed heifers at $27.50, the balance less 10,%' cut at $25.00, all to ~ 

bear 6,%' interest. Lower to get 50 cants on the 700 at $33.00, nothing 

on the $25.00 cattle, but if he takes the spayed heifers we had better 

put them in at· $27. 00 on joint account. I am parsuaded we had better 

let them off that way than to hold them. The figures will be as follows: 

700 at $33.00----- $23,100 

450 II 27.00----- 12,150 

1000" 25.00----- 25,000 ~ 

Total, $60,250.00 at 6,%'. But Lower 

thinks he can sell 300 for cash, which I very much doubt. Sullivant's 

cattl~ are to bear 8,%' interest and he is to pay freight. Of course what 

cattle Frank gets we will have to pay freight and fe,e~on until they are 

sold, which may finally overdraw us at the bank. Still I wish to help 

him in some way to make some money. Of course if the whole goes on time 

I will have to wait for quite a time to gat my money, I expect, but they 

will all be safe, I think, although there is some risk in doing a credit 

business. Sullivant is surely a good feeder and his cattle will make 
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him money and us reputation, or I am no judge of his ability. There 

will oe no trouble in cashing the $25.00 cattle with 4,000 to 5,000 more 

2 year olds put in with them, I think, to Mr. w. T. Keenan. He wants all 

of our twos, but says $25.00 is over his limit. 

I leave for Louisville tomorrow--Tuesday morning-- and will be back 

about the 18th? and hope to be out with you about the 25th to the 28th 
. ' 

if possible. . . i 

Hoping I have made this plain, and with Jots of love to all from 

all, I am 

Your affectionate father, 

C. O. Slaughter, 

Pe~_f_ c/}((:,k ~f~q_h:r-4;,-

- • 
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which auo1.mt yon may deduct frum the amount wh icr we feel you are 

i n deb ted to us, 

Mr. !-ielson assured ·1s at tha time t:e made this cuntract , t.rat 

the cattle had not been topped, but we have since lea..t•ned that 

Mr , :r,ower e;ot tr,e fil,st cut and top of the herd , This assu:i:•ence i/as 

also conveyed b~r yon to us b y letter, 

hear fr,1rn y ou favorably i n 1•e3ard to the above, we t·e, ,ain 

yon.rs 

nict by A , V/,M 
• 
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Messrs. ~ower & Toyle, 

(Copy) 

Kansas City, Mo. 

Dear Sirs:--

DALLAS utn.co 

J'u.ly 18. 1898. 

Your letter of the 14th inst. received and nm.st say that 

I am surprised at its contents . The terms or the Contract you mention 

were entirely exhausted by delivery of the cattle, 1mder the contract, 

and an acceptance thereof, and payment therefor, whioh compeltely wound 

up the matter and thereupon rendered the contract absolutely null and void. 

You will please remit to me the sum of tsoo.oo held by you, 

same being proceeds o:f sale of' Bull mentioned by you. 

Respectfully, 

c. c. Slaughter. 



EST ABLISHED 1880. I NCORPORATED 1897. 

'oil1.e J 
~t>o. 1!§.llfooing (!lom:p.an!?, 

Juhli ~lr.e11 , 

,1!rann,I!Rand1 & <!Tattlr l\grnf,. 
@exc1s ~fork &JJiar1n Jf 11urnal 

JW~rkl12 $1~~ ct lrar. 

216 MAI N PLAZA , 

SAN ANT ONIO, TEXAS. 

"ol . r . ~ .~lnughter , 

DallaR , :'exaR . 

Der flir :---

OFFIOES: 
SCOTT- HARROLD BUILDING , 

FORT WORTH, TE:XAS. 

312 MAIN STREET, 

DALLAS , TEXAS. 

"flhe ~n.t~le ,U ,1 not arrive at P1.1.rt \''orth untj 1 t .ne i6 •• ,. s 

soc,n as I t·ecel ve(l t '1e e•1closecl c ... rd ! 01,derecl the box sent immediat.ely 

to the taxerderuist but when it was op\°'med it was found to be sci bad-1~ 

de~JJed that nothine cound be done with jt , 

It seorns to r!le tnat tne Express Co111r1auy or someone has bee1.1 ver. 

negldit ,ent, and oucht to be made ren11onsible for 1; }i:j s lone delay . Pref euvc 

the enc.:loscd c .ra. an it mir;ht be of Ml!110 use siwuld ~ron want to ",1i:l.ck" 

t'lel/1 up for clela~, in deli ver-ine; . 
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Geo. M. Slaughter, 

Running Water, Tex. 

Dear George :--

OA\.LI,' J.ITII. C:O. 

onr reports are all in save and except Coldwater, where 

my greatest fears are lodged. Dont know why Bill ha~ not reported. 

Oxsheer has reports from the A. B. and Huling Ranches since the storm. 

Penny and Boyd reports everything all right. The time has now come when 

my pu:rchase of the Huling ranch has proven that it was a wise act. 

Jack Alley reports 54 head frozen to death, out _of about 5000. Bob 

reports about 50 head on all the 11 s 11 ranches. I am greatly su:rprised 

to think our losses are so light. 

e coUld on the Sherman Oo. Lands. 

I wrote to Wilson to get the best lease 

Told him to be careful about the right 

to transfer. The main reason I write you this letter is the following:-

You have no doubt noticed the Breeders Gazette of Feb. 1e, which con-

tains an advertisement of three public sales in Kansas City, Moh. 1, 2 & 3 · . 

of heref ords • I think as a Hereford Breeder, you ought to attend those 

sales. You can kill two birds with one stone. See the best Herefords, 

what they are going at, and return and look over Lower. I may go mys elf 

to those sales. Again, there is going to be a Champion Bull sold by 

Sotham, the omly Champion in my mind that has risen the great Columbian 

Ex:position at Chicago. I refer to the Champion of the Omaha. Exposition, 

vlh.ere the best exhibit of bUlls was shown since the worlds Fair. This 

is Sir Bre~well, f o~r ye~ s ld on the day of ~h~ ~~l~~ 
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I am :r1.111y persuaded in my mind that we ought to own this bull, although 

we have some of the same stock, from the fact that we have so many cham-

pion bUlls on our ranch. I expect he will bring good money. There is 

only one objection to him that I oan bri ng to my mind, and that is his 

age. But like Ancient Briton, he stands out be:rore. ~merioa, as the best. 

No matter What he is, he has the repu.iration of a Champion, and by all means 

should go to the Champion Herd. m I have no doubt he is a good indi vid-

ual, and from his picture I suspect he presents the appearanceof all that 

is claimed for him. Consequently, I believe that no one oan afford to 

pay more for him than we can. 1fa1nly beca,1se the purchase of him alone, 

Will enhance the value of every white-face we have. I am not inclined 

to buy any others at present, but may do so, and if I do, I will buy 

the youngest. I really have no t the money to spare to put into any more 

bu.lls just now, but I think we must own the Champions, al though our cows 

are non-registered. I f we can buy this Bull, we oan get a new write-. 

up of our )fo:rmer purchases, and show the \vorld that we mean what we say 

and that we are detemined to raise the best hereford her d in America. 

So my mind is that the money spent for this ~llwill spread itself 

over(to a certain extent) all the white-faoes we own. My judgment com-

pels me to want this bull, on the same principle that I bought Ancient 

Briton---Reputation that cannot be denied. I mean by this--tried and 

approved reputation-- in open coMpetition before the best judges. 
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Such reputation that no reasonable man oan attempt to dislodge fiom the 

minds o:r. the Public at large. These facts Will go down the annals of 

history,----Where is the Chamiion bull of the world, .Ancient Briton? 

Where is the Champion bull of America in 1898, Sir Bradwell? On the 

Plains of Texas. Who owns them? c. c. Slaughter. To my mind, we 

had bette? PPY ten times the value of this bUll alone, than to let 

him go to another herd. Think this matter over carefully, and let me 

hear f'ltom you at onoe. Ask yourself if we can do without him. 

What I have said to you I have saad from the foroe of conviotiom, and 

no doubt there are others thinking of the same thing, and the bUll may go 

out of sight. m And no doubt will when we begin to bid on him. r-· 

Let me know i f you oan go. You will learn more about Herefords in three 

days in Kansas City than you have known all your life. It is education 

of the right kind and at the right time. Oonsequently I advise you to 

go. If I go, I shall leave here Monday night about 10 o'clock on the 

Katy, arriVing in Kansas City Tuesday #II afternoon at 5 o'clock. 

Of course we will lot no one know what we are afetr, but Bradwell is the 

one I want and the only one. I am offered to-day by wire for a thousand 

yearlings, loltg :I 11 S" brand, 10 % out, aged July 1st, delivered at 

Amarillo May 15th, for $18.50., by J.B. Insley, of Leavenv,orth, Kas. 

I replied 20.00 on the same terms, cut to be made at ranch. Dont suppose 
we Will trade. I see no chance of making a wholesale trade of Grass 
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Westerns as yet, as the Northern men say we are too high, and I rather 

think they are right. However I am going to hold for the best we can 

get. I~ I get a chance to wholesale, I am going to turn t-hem loose 

down to the calves. The weather now seems to be all we could ask. 

OAWSLITIIU, 

MY experience in the past tells me that we are liable to have an early 

spring, if for no other reason, because we have had such a long winter, 

and if this should prove true, we are liable to go through without- very 

heavy losses. A cold March would knock us heavy. we are still press-

ing the solid land question, with but very little success, :from the 

reason that the cattle are wintering there so well. You want to knock 

tl1is idea out. The Oo. Oon:nnissioners a re holding a little st11! on their 

prices. The market is off some 25 or 30 cents and I presume Hord 

is holding up a little on account of it. Lowers cattle are not finished 

as well as they ought to be. Have advised Lower to feed on while he has 

corn on hand. I presume this letter is -as long as your patience will 

admit. We are all well. 

Yours affectionately, 

C. C. 



lb.• . V n . Sell!:~ ' 

Maple Hill , Kas . 

Dour Si., .. :--

This no:r.nin~ I :~oooivod a lotter f'"l'OPl l!r . Fran1: Lor:cr , nho 

in:rornn m,1 that you mj_mmclerstood my statnmontn conoorninr, t110 nra1l)OJ~, 

price and loec.tion of ny stoo.,..q . I uish ;tau to understand po:r.fectly all 

I l~no'.'I of the oat t,le boi'oro you start, to looJ.: at t ... on . 

~·:ato:L' Ranch I ha vo about 5400 hond of 011t" lo . About 400 of' t1Hir.e are 

spayod heifers . 

a.no fon:r-s , with a. fevr noro fours the..1: tlu•ees . Tl'lnse aro all in one pas-

tu:re o:r ri_mch . After cut tint out t11e 400 spayect hcife:rn and, all the nn .. 

t1orch11ntal)le oteern , I v;ill noll the :r.enaindor in onB tnnch , r.d th ten 
. ' 

~ cut- back , at Oss.oo, o:i? at f;:~e,.c f01• t11n threes ana ~~nG . oo f<n: tho fou.:r.s 

I ln'Jko you t ~rnse p-rio0s wllulc:rn.le a!i o courne I can a:rro·i•,1 1;o noll rlt 

,rl1olesalc n11cap01• t11a.n at. i?etail . I d:,nt kno':i ;·iha t poroentago aro tJ:.:r.ees 

anrl 'ilhat; pcr....•ccntag0 u-r>e fours , 1mt tho best ir1fo~r.mt,j_on I hav0. 1:-i thnt 

thm~e are a i:fl,J mm?o :~ou:rn t han tln~eern . I PJn pe1~f0ctly willinc to trurn 

y'irlecl you aJ.10·,·t mo o. r10:rtg:.1.[:0 OT' tho cattle . Thor'"' ','.'oult: be no t:ro1.1.hl e 

about a ronmml o:r t11e notes if the into1~ent we:ro pa:Vl. 01~, I •will nell 

you tho tlirct-1s by t,hc tno'lrnand. , 10 f, out 1m111'.:: , at ~~sl , OO , n.ncl the rours 
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Mr • G. M. Slaughter, 

Plainview, Tex. 

Dear Son:--

Yesterday I received a letter from Lower with the 

cont~aot for 3000 cattle and drafts for $5000.00. I han expected a let-

ter from you, but suppose you were too busy in delivering the cattle, oon-

sequently will give you some of my ideas. In the :first place, I wish 

to say that the sale of the 8000 cattle under all the circumstances, 

is satisfactury to me. At the same time I think the cattle are worth 

the money, as I belive the men aregood feeders, and think they will ad­

vertise our brand,---- I believe the dehorning was the main cause of your 

sale. 3000 cattle at $33. oc-¢ each may not look to be a big price, but 

when you consider 99000.00 at one clip it is much better for the ranch­
than 

man to try to get large prices by retail. I am sure they are going to 

get a good bunch of cattle and sold at the very lowest conditions they 

cruld possibly be bought---just at the close of the vdnter. They must 

have tickled. the fancy,in such condition as they were, of the buyers. 

They must be good judges of cattle, or you would never have made the trade. 

Lower tells me in his letter that you have 4 to 5 hundred of ones and 

twos in your herd. This I was not aviare of', as if you remember my idea 



He says you and he f:igu:red on 5400 cattle in the pasture, with about 900 

spayed cows, twos and ones, which would leave you 4500 ---- 20 'fo out would 

ta.lee out 900{ more, and would leave you about 3600 of top cattle. 

Taking this as a basis, you will have about eoo~ more than has been sold 

or top cattle, which I suppose would leave you 600 to cut off, after sel­

ling the 3000. Have written to Lower to try to send SUllivant and Swartz 

out to bey t 11ose 600 at the same price. If they come out and will take 

them with the other men, and divide them themselves, and will pay for ship­

ping> them in and all· feed bills, you may let them have them~ey 

Mfo/lN-ll#li?IM'IHH-f#l#N#N##~/lis a 

~IAF!!l!'if'NMl#lll!ll!lll#l!/-HIIH#ff/#l#H#!f/##IHl-ll#l#l##l#llfHl#JH/fH sold 

H/#f!l#l/l##fl,fl!/11!/i//11#1#1####1ff, provided the cattle are to remain mine, 

the title to remain in my name, recorded in their county, until they 

are paid for, or sipped to the market and the proceeds placed to my cred­

it, with no feed bills to :follow whatever, t J1ey to pay the #1#/ :freight 

to the feed lot, the catt l e to pay the freight from the feed lot, so that 

I get the proceeds, and the int erest to be paid every 6 months, or to draw 

interest lil<e the principal. Bill of sale to be made whenever the cat-

tle are paid for :with interest to date of payment .• Or ~ 

y ou may let Lower have the 600 on the usual terms, but we must }S\'·ave same 

price with 6 % added till paid for. And in case Lower takes the steers 



OAlU} a.mt.co 

Moh. 30, 1899. 

I think you had better let him have the spayed cows on the same terms at 

about $27.50, provided he wants them. This will give him about 1000 head 
-800 steers and 400 cows. But you must have an understanding with Lower 

that t hese are not to be mixed wiffll. our other cattle, and the expenses 

#Il##J: must be kept s·epa.rate. And you might offer Lower, in case he 

takes the first 1000 head, the cut backs with 10 % off at $30.00 no inter­

est until July 1st, and see what he says. . This would about 11lean ltP 

your pastu:t"e with t '·•e exception of your twos and yea:rlings. If he does 

not want the cut-backs, my idea would be to take them up to coldwater la-

tar in the season. My idea then would be if we dont sell the twos to 

put all the 11s 11 twos in the Running water Pasture, about 6000 head with 

What youhave •••••• More of' this later. Now by your contract, those men 

are bound after you take out the spayed cowsthe ones and twos, and then 

20 % cut back, to pay you 33.00 per head for 3000 head, and no grumbling. 

The only trouble you will have will be to cut them down to 3000. So 

I • woUJ.d go to work and cut back the spayed cows, then the ones and twos, 

then the 20 % and ask them to take the balance . or allow you a cut off 

until tl1ey are reduced to Bhe number. I presume you are holding your 

self in shape if you have made a mistake and haven•ti the proper number, 

to fill the whole number anyhow. I presume they will get the full half 



The man Who has been looking at the twos has not showed up yet. Bob says 

they are going over the country trying to buy other cattle. 

to the size and not to the breeding. 

They Object 

Am happy to say that my cold is very much better and my cough 

is almost gone, but I dont s ee any use of' my coming up when you ship. 

Howe-ver- if' you want me to, I will come. 

Yours af'f'ectionately, 

c. c. Slaught er 

per ~CkJR~~~ 



DAWS LITtt.CO 

8, 1899. 

Capt. Geo. M. Slaughter, 

Plainview, or Canyon City, Tex. 

Dear George =--
Your letter received. I am not ~eeling very well, and ~ 

as I dont know that my presence is necessary, I have concluded to send 

Dick up to assist you in tallying the cattle, seeing about the inspec­

tion, receiving the money, and so forth. As I understand it, the con­

tract is all filled except that we have not delivered the cattle F. o. B. 

the cars at canyon. The cut on cows, yearlings, twos and unmerchant­

able cattle has been made, and they have been allowed their 20 % cut 

on the remainder. From your letter I understand that they will take 

about all the steers you have after they have cut their 20 %. You may 

lack a few of filling the 8000 head contract. I write this hoping that <' 

Buster is alright, knowing that you and your wife are both quickly 

frightened about his health. From what you say I think a little medicine 

and careful narsing will bring him through all o. K. At the same time 

I dont want you to think of leaving him vihile his sickness is serious. 

If you are compelled to be absent, I think Dick and Ed Green should be. 

able to turn over the cattle alright. Dont jaw with these buyers over 

small things. Be as liberal as you can. When you get t hr011gh if Bus­

ter is alright, come down with Dick, as I want to talk to you in regard 



G. M. S. (2) 

to our future operations. 

Dick will leave here Tuesday morning the 11th, and will reach 

Canyon City early Wednesday Morning the 12th. 

By the way Lower sold some of his three yer old fat usu steers 

last Thursday for $4.80, weighing 1219#. These would have weighed 

1300# if he had begun feeding earlier. 

Dick can tell you all the news when you see him, He has the 

Contract with him, and as it is very plain and clear I dont anticipate 

any trouble with the buyers. 

Hoping when I hear from you again that Buster will again be in 

goof health, with much· love t o the little fellow, yourself and wife, 

I am, your 



• 



.: 



TJot t '1'" c·"' 1 ri st:'1,'1t ·t onr- to Rnnet, Ynnr--.rrc:r-~ 
Capt. Geo. M. Slaughter, 

Manager Running Wat er Ranch, 
Plainview, Tex. 

D0c.r S"':.,.. :_...:. 

21 , l8GC . 

concc:>nin;- rll•a,:t.nr of' clJ.•af't ::; . 

To- r••;.y I ·::ien1 yon 1.md.er r:0r>ar.at c cove:;~ a ci.l'nf·t~ ·oooJ~ , to be ucod. 

I nill , ... ,he1•efo~o , J?eqc.i:ro the. t 

Any noviation 
, 

:f1•om t]lO inst.:ru.ot:lon3 0~ t11io ·Dfficc in this matter , :-:it.neut, n J?Onr.or..:1·010 

oxmurn , ·."l:i.lJ. ror.11J.t in n wttnOJ•a.tz:'11 o✓-· your 2•it!'1t to c11•aw on l.'lc. vn1cn-
. ' 

Pf'YI1fnt by t}r:. r, Of'::':'ic O . 711.· it;?c.:f.'t '!tiJ.1 bo 1'ilo,.1• in t'!1;i.r· O:'::''ico, a.nc. 

:--f' t.j_onf!.l D"r-::· ~-...Jll i;;:-;r:.~ at o:r..cc . 
' 

o-P tl10no ii.1 tho a.:rn.:Ct- boo!~ . 

( ... 



~:...G'©-ANCIENT BRITON 55,749 .@'il-'-~ .• 
WORLDS FAIR CHAMPION. 

Dear George : __ 

As I wrote you I gave Hord option of taking or refU-

sing the cattle. Ho has wired to send· the cattle on. The contract is 

for 1600 3 & 4 year old steers. Dont sond hil'l anything that is less than 

3 years old, at least by this time. As I wrote you Bill has about 

1# eoo, and expect 700 from you. If we are short, vie can sen<l som.e 

later t.hat Jack Alley dl>ove up, and also the car-load in HulingG, though 

I really wanted to send that carload to mar}~et t.o see what they would. bring 

Hord ii· alrir;h t so far as I can find out. H:e g~t 1350 cattle last year 

and sold 1363, no deaths and 13 head in.crease from th·e montana hoifors. 

You must writ,, Hord rlhat dat e you wil ship, so that his men can be there 

to receive them. Price is $35.50 F. 0. B. Amarillo. Take receipts for 

cattle and sond to the 0f'fic n. I ·intend to send H. $25,000.00 as 

soon as cattle are delivered, so that I can get the full interest on th 

e money I put up for feed and e:xpense. I am still -r.rorking ·;;i t ll Lmrn:r. 

His last statement shows sales and disposition of all the cattle, except 

about 750 he says are dead. Last statement shm7s he kept some of the 

money. Have made up my mind to do the best I can m.th hin on settlenent 

and let hin go, so I think the 5 VI. L. s. cattle will stay at the :ranch 

this \:"linter. Frank is not dishonest but he has things very badly mud-

dled, ann to say the least, of i t, not satisfactory. Expect to le~ve 
hero about the 16th for the A. B . Raneh , anr'I will start f -ron Di g 8nrings, 
ancl hope to aJ~rive at the r anch on or abont the 22nd It seems that 



DA!.LAS 1.ITH.CO. 

they are having a hard time to mate title to the Rosvrell land. The 

40 acres that lies near tne town has a defective title. Atkinson was 

here to- day with tho papers and has gone. Think some of yours and Dr . s 

in the same fix. They J11Ust give good bond for title or remedy the title 

before I will talce it. 

Your father, 

C. C. Slaught~ ' , 

per ~ __ ..., ) L 



5, 1899. 

Dear Sir: __ 

Mr. v.r. G. Ha.mil ton is here from Ros\7ell, and says that 

you all are likely to lopse the trade on the J. C. Lea land if you do not 

close the deal soon as other Parties are looking at the property and 

are offering more for it. I think you will all lose the land if you 

do not pay up promptly. I cant put up the money because I have no iaea 

of' how yor are going to divide among yourselves • I:f' you wish me to pa.~ 
. 

for th _ s land, let me know at once bOTI' you want the deed drawn. 

OAl.lAS LITN,W. 

I have sent a copy of this letter to c;,(f! 'f 1.o.~ and to ~ cJ!~. 
Very truly, 

e. c. 

Dictated by C. C. S. ) 
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