The TWO-TOED® and THREE.
TOED SLOTHS +.

HESE two animals have been denoni-
nated,/Joths, on account of the flownefs of
¢heir movements, and the difficulty with which
they walk. Though they refemble cach other
in
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i many refpedts, they differ, both externally and
internally, by charaters fo marked, that it is
impoffible not to_ recognifc them as very dif-
tin@ fpecics. The unau, or two-toed floth,
has no tail, and only two claws on the fore fect :
The ai, or three-toed floth, has a tail, and three
cluws on all the feet, The muzzle of the former
is longer, the front more elevated, and the
ears more apparent, than thofe of the latter.
Their hair is alfo very different. The fructure

fine. The colour of the face and throat is a dirty white. The
hair on the limbs and body is long, very utieven, and of i
inereous brown coloar. The tail is flor, beiog a mere famg.
T legs s thick, long, and sl ¢ placed. The face
¢ very long claws

animal, takcen from its plai
5 Hay, according to Lery and
The Perills

. 2 E
s Americanis lim 86 b 1Kl
ligradus pedibes antls et pofiis widalyls 5 Br b

radus gracilis Americanus; Seba, tom. i 4. 53,




152 THE TWO-TOED AND

and ftuation of fome parts of their vifeera s
Jikewife differente. Butthe moft remarkable i
GRetion s derived “from: this-fingular ciregay
flance, that the unan bas forty=fix tibs, and (e
ai only twenty-cight, which fhows them to by
fpecies very remote from cach other. This nug
ber of ribs, in the body of an animal fo fhor
an excéfs o error of Nature;; for no aning,
however large, has fuch a number of ribs: T
clephant has only forty, the: horfe thirty-fis,
the badger thirty, -the dog. twenty-fis, ey
twenty-four, &c.  This difference in the firge
tate obiheallothsindicates faugreaten il
between thefe two fpecies than between the dog
and cat, which have both the fame Aumbeat
xibs; for external differences are nothing when
compared to thofe which are internal: The
former may be regarded as caufes, and fhe
latter as efects only. The interior frame of ars
mated beings i he foundation of Nature's g
it is the conftituent form, and the or 1
figre : But the external pasts are only the
furface or drapery. How often have we not
found, in the courfe of our comparat

ternal appearance covered internal parts perfedly
fimilar; and that, on the cont f
internal ifincion prod

¥, the fightelt
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animals are armed, covered, and adorned with
excrefcent parts, whofe external firu@ture cor-
refponds exa@ly with others which are totally
deprived of fuch appendages 2 But this is not a
proper place for fuch nice difquifitions.  We
fhall only remark, that, in proportion as Nature
is vivacious, ative, and exalted in the monkey
Kind, fhe is low, reftrained, and fettered in the
floths. TFrom a defe@ in their conformation,
the mifery of thefe animals is not more confpi-
cuouis than their flownefs. They have no cut-
ting teeth 5 the eyes are obfcured with hair 3
the chops are heavy and thick; the hair is flat,
ana refembles withered herbs 5 the thighs are ill
legs are too fhort,
e anditerminaredinilly worf
feet have o foles, and no toes w
parately, but oaly tvo or three claws difpropor=
tionally long, and bended downward, which
move together, and are more hurtful to their
walking, than advantageous in affifting them to
dlimb. ~ Slownefs, habitual pain, and ftupidity,
are the refults of this firange and bungled con-
formation. The floths have no weapons  cither
offenfive or defenfive. They are furnithed with
no means of fafety ; for they can neither fly nor
digthe earth.  Confined to a fmall fpace, or to
the tree under which they are brought forth,
they are prifoners in the midft of fpace, and
caunot move the length of one fathom in an
1 hour.
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sight. All thefe circamflances announce the
m;,-c,y of the flot nd recall to our minds thofe
defelive monfters, thofe imperfedt fketches of
Nature, which, being hardly endowed with the
faculty of exiltence, could not fubfift for any
Jength of time, and have according uck
out of the, lift of beings. If the regions inha=
bited by the floths were not defert, but had been
Jong occupied by men and the larger animals,
thefe fpecies would never have defeended to our
dimes: They would have been annihilated, as
muft happen in fome future period. We for-
merly remarked, that every thing that poffibly

could be, really did exifts of which the floths

sre a friking example. They conflitute the laft
term of exiftence in the order of animals en-

dowed with fleth and blood.  One other defect
added to the number would have totally pre=
vented their exiftence, To regard thofe bungled
fketches as beings equally perfect with others,
to.call in the aid of final caufes to account for
fuch difproportioned productions, and to make
Nature as brilliant in thefe as in her moft beau-
(iful animals, is to view her through a narrow
tube, and to fubftitute our own fancies for her
intentions.

Why fhould not fonte animals be created for
mifery, fince, in the hum:
number of individuals are devoted to pa

the moment of their exiftence ? Evil, i
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proceeds more from ourfelves than from Nagyr
For a fingle perfon Who is unhappy beeaufe g
was born fecble or deformed, there are miipy
rendered miferable by the oppreffion of their f.
periors. The animals,in general, are morc hapy
becaufe the fpecies have nothing to fear fiog
individuals : To them there is but one fourcegt
evil ; to man there are two. Moral exil of
which he himfelf is the fountain, has accumye
lated into an immenfe ocean, which covers apd
afliéts the whole furface of the carth. Phyfigy
evil, on the contrary, is reftmined within vr
narrow bounds : Tt feldom appears alones forg
is always accompanied with an equal, if not
fuperior good.  Can happinefs be denied to g
mals, when they enjoy fieedom, have the fualy
of procuring fubfiftence with cafe, and pofl
more health, and organs capable of affording
greater pleafure than thofe of the human fpecies
Now, the generality of animals are moft liberlly
endowed with all thefe fources of enjoyment,
The degraded fpecies of flothsare per
ereatures to whom Nz
who exhibit to us the
Let us take a clofe
thefe creatur
neither feize prey, nor
bage. Reduced to the nec
leaves and wild fruits, the
in trailing their bodies to the foot c

ew of the condition
By the want of
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fill more in climbing to the branches
Juring this flow and melancholy exereife,

fometimes lafts feveral days, they are obliged to
fufferthe moft prefing hunger. - When arrived
uponatree, they never defeend. They cling to
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h . Is

o It is alledged by th

Singu. d
ey on the leaves

e but it cofts him two days journey 0
her carefles, threatenings, nor cven blows, can
0. des Indes, por Mafféy p. 71

, ‘nor fo rough as the

> e A
‘of trees, and the highelt branches

£ 100
b

i move quic
Hrreras
i, or great

teaves of one txe, dhe
and climbing another

> though plump
snd fic when they begin

heir journey, feduced to frin
n a tree tll
in the middle of winter;
no refflace, and never
atempt 10 f fented to the floth,
tomount it but the flowne
arives at the top he remains th
ending 5/

devour in the fame manner
on the lowet il of maft «
tothe feunle, which a

minute. One_would imagin

pendulum of a clock ; T7a




158 THE TWO-TOED ANp
the branshes, and devour fuccefTively the [

of every twig:  They pas feveral weeks fy g,
k. Wiey

ed, they
nd.

fituation, without receiving any drin]
they have rendered the tr na
they cannot defee
he preflure of hunger bec
Hiof to the dread of d

il remain; becaufe

fine, whe

ine, s fupe,

ger o death, being yn

hem{elves to tumble

imbs have not time to extend theg

. d thene

felves in order to -

When on the ¢
G Rt T R

es.  As their fiefh is not al
lutely bad, both men and o
in quelt of thefe

ol
ound, they are at the merey

n and rapacious animals g
anin pears that the
y falt, or atlesft, if the :

1l numbers at a

s t0 deflroy them ; and
pecies to fuppor

whward, and almeft
on, they are obfling

nd tenacious of life.

acapable &
ftrong,

They can live very

out victuals of y ki X

vered with thick, d

of exercife, they lof

long
They are co.
‘ being incapable
e litdle by perfpirat

¥ petfpiration ; an
though their food be m ; e

e, they

THREE-TOED SLOTHS. 159

pofe, Though they have no horns nor hoofs,
 or cutting teeth in the under jaw, yet they be=
Jong to the ruminating tribes, and have feveral
fiomachs.  Honce the quality of their food may
be compenfated by the quantity they take at a
dme.  What is fiill more fingular, "inftead of
very long inteftines, like other ruminating ani~
mmals, their guts are very fhort and finall, like
dhofe of the carnivorous kind:  This contraft
exhibits the ambiguity of Nature. The floths are
unqueRionably ruminating animals : They have
four flomachs 3 and yet ¢ ery other
charader, both internal and external, which ge~
nerally belongs to animals of this clafs. - There
is fiill another fingularity in the conformation
of the floths : Inftead of thrce diftin€t apertures
for the difcharge of urine and excrements, and
for the purpofes of generation,  thefe animals
Jave but one, which terminates in a common

canal, as in bird
Morcover, if the mifery refulting from a
defec of fentiment be not the worft of all, the
pain endured by the floths, though very appa-
sent, feems not to be real; for their fenfations
appear to be blunt,  Their calamitous air, their
dull afped, and their reception of blows with=
out emotion, announce their extreme infenfibi-
Jity. ‘This bluntnefs of fenfation is farther de-
monftrated, by their not dying inflandy when
their
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their hearts and “bowels are entirely cut gq
Pifo, who made this eruel experiment %, :
that the heart, after being feparated from 1y
body, beat in a lively manner for half an hoy

I
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flowly, a5 commonly happens during fleg
m thelo ks, this quadruped feems o gpe
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adopted by Klein, Linnzus, and Briffon, is now
more evident than it was formerly. . “The Mar~
uis'de Montmirail. hasa live unav, which was
tranfinitted to him from Surinam s Thofe we
Bave in-the Royal Cabinet were brought from
the famé place and from Guiana'; and I am per-
fuaded that both fjecies exift through the whole
deferts of America, from Brafil #  to Mexico.
But, as they have never frequented the northern
regions, they could not pafs from the one! Cori-
tinent to the other. If thefe animals have fome-
times been feen in the Eatt Indies, or on the
coalt of Africa, it is certain that they muft have
been tranfported - thither. - They cannot endure
cold; and they likewife dread rain. The alter~
nation of moifture and drynefs changes their
fur, which has more the appearance of ill dfeffed
hemp than of, wool or hair.

T fhall finifh this article with fome obfersations
communicated to me by the Marquis de Mot
mirail, concerning an unau, or two-toed floth,
which he fed three years in his menagery : ¢ The
“hair: of the unau’is much fofter than that. of
“the ... . All that has: beeh fuid /by travellers
 concerning the exceffive flotwnefs (of the floths
“fhould,  probably:ibe, applied - only. tothe ai,
 or;thi¢e=toed-fpecies. - The'unau, though very
¢ heavy, and of an extremely awkward: gait,

* The &, or three-toed feribed 2ad engraven

s, came from the Bay of Hondu faye; thacic
s found in the environs of Porto-bell
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¢ mounted and defeended the higheft tree foverg
© times in a day. It is in the cvening and dyr.
© ing the night that he was moft active, whic
¢ made me fufped that he faw vety il in the day,
« and that his eyes were of no ufe to him but iy
«the dark. I purchafed this animal at Amfter.
<dam. It was fed with fea bifeuit; and I v
¢ told, that, during the verdure of the trees,it
¢ would require nothing but leaves. We gaye
 him leaves, which he eat freely, when they were
< tender; but, as foon as they began to dry, o
« were pierced by caterpillars, he refufed them,
¢ During the three years that I kept him alivein
¢ my menagery, his ordinary food was bread,
< apples, and roots; and his drink was milk,
« He always laid hold, though with difficulty, of
¢ what he wanted to cat, with his fore paws;
< and the difficulty increafed in proportion to the
¢ largenefs of the morfel. He feldom cried;
< his cry is hort, and he never repeats it twice,
¢ without a_confiderable interval. This cry,
¢ though plaintive, has no refemblance to that of
¢ the ai, if it be true that 4i is the found of that
¢ animal’s voice. The moft natural fituation of
¢ the unau, and which he prefers to all others,
¢is hanging on a branch, with his body tuned
¢ downward. He fometimes fleeps in this po-
¢ fition, his fore paws being fixed to the fame
¢ point, and his body forming an arch. The
¢ ftrength of his mufcles is incredible ; but it be-
¢ comes ufelefs to him when he walks ; for his

1 * motion
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¢ motion is conftrained and waverlng. This
« fru@ure alone feems to be the caufe of the
¢ animal’s {lownefs, which, befides, has no violent
¢ appetites, and does not recognife thofe who
¢ take cate of him.*

SHUAPAP B MR  R

M. De la Borde remarks, that there are two
fpecies of thefe animals in Cayenne, the one
called the ba/bful-floth, and the other the fhecp-
Jloth. The latter is twice as long as the former,
and of the fame thicknefs.  He has long, buthy,
whitith hair, and weighs about twenty-five
pounds.  He throws himfIf down upon men
from the tops of trees, but in a manner fo {lug-
gith, that it is eafy to avoid him. He feeds
during the day as well as the night.

¢ The bafhful floth,” M. de la Borde remarks,
¢ has black fpots on his body, weighs twelve
¢ pounds, keeps always on trees, and eats the
¢ leaves of the Surinam fig-tree, which are faid
€ to be poifonous. The bowels of this floth
¢ poifon dogs, and yet the fleth is good to
¢ at; but its ufe is confined to the common
¢ people.

¢ Both fpecies produce only a fingle young,
¢ which they always carry on their back. It is

L2 ¢ probable,
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« probable; though T am not certain, that the fu
< males bring forth on trees. * They feed on the
¢ leaves of the Brafilian plumb-tree®, and of
 the Surinam fig. ~ The two fjccies arc equally

common; but they are rot fequent in e
environs of Cayenne. They fometimes fufpend
themfelves by their claws on branches of trees
which hang over therivers ; and, when in this
fituation, i s eafyto cut the braitch and make
them fall into the water ; for they never quit
their hold.

¢ When aféendirig a tree, this animal carclefily

firetches out one of its fore pats, and fixes its

long claw as Kigh as it can reach. Tt then
heavily raifes its body, gradually fixes the
ofher pat, and, in this manner; continues to
climb. Al thefe movements are incredibly
flow and languid. When kept in houfes, they
always climb upon fome poft or door, and
never choofe tol reft on the ground. If:a ftickis
held out to them when on'the ground, they

Liy hold of it; and mount toits top, where they

firmly adliere with their fore paws, and em-

brace the flick with their whole body. - They
have a wweik plaintive ery; which'is heardat
ndgreat diftance.”

From this paffage, it is obvious, that the fheep-
floth s the fame with what we have called ra,
or the three-toed floth; and that the bafhful-
floth s the a7, or two-toed fpecies

* Spondias lutea of Linn
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M. Vofmaér, an able naturalift, and fuperin-
tendant of the Prince of Orange's cabiner, has
ertcifed two aflertions in my hiftory ‘of thefe
animals.  He remarks, ¢ that we ought to reject
¢ the relation of M. de Buffon, when he tells us,
¢ that the floths are unable to defeend from
¢ atree, but allow themfelves to fall down like
¢ blocks *

1 admnccd this f2& on the authority of

who affured me, that they had
fometimes feen the”animal £all down at_their
feet.  The fack is farther fupported by the
tellimony of M. de la Borde. - What I have
{aid on this fubje, therefore, ought by no means
o0 be rejected.

The fecond affertion is not equally well
founded. 1 willingly acknowledge my miftake,
when I faid that the floths had no teeth, and
I thank M. Vofmatr for corre@ting this error.

# Deforip, d'an Parefleux Pentedatile de Bengale p. 5+
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