

































































For release Sunday, September 14, 1975
or September 21, 1975

In the patio of the old Chamber of Commerce building on Levee
Street four officers of the League of Women Voters of Edinburg met
with thirty-~three Brownsvillg women to explain the purpose, organ-
ization and operation of the,Leagﬁa@ 8o impressed were the Browns-
ville women that, then and there,‘théy banded themselves into the
Provisional League of Women Voters of Brownsville.

Their first officers were Mrs. L. V. Terry, president;

Mrs, J. W. Wiech, firet vice-president; Mrs. Morgan Miller, second
vice-president; Miss Peggy Sappington, secretary, and Mrs. B+ A,
Rendall, treasurer, The directors were Mrs. Augustine Celaya, .
voters service; Mrs. Maurice Pipkin, membership; Mrs. W. McK. Lambdin,
publications; and Mrs. Kenneth Faxon, public relations.

Four months later Mrs, Terry‘moved-away from Brownsville and
Mrs. Rendall wes appointed to thé presidency by the other board
members.,

uKnaw Your Town Survey

Under the leadership of Mrs. Miller, fifty-four of the members
were divided into nine groups to explore every aspect of Brownsville:

history, geography, political subdivisions, economy, education,
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The poll tax was sbolished in 1966; thereafter, League
aayutiea régiatered voters. e
 Coming of Age Party D

. A Coming of Age party was held at the courthouse Januarr 27, ‘
1950, with Mrs. Levy prasiding. Diatriet Judge James S, Graham ﬁﬂlﬂﬁg..

the 2l-year old guests how to mark the ballot and City Cemmissionqr
Ismael Zarate corgratulated them on coming of age asg citizens. Thia
was the first party of the kind ever held in the State of Texas.

Many years later when lB—yegn.qlds were glven the right to
wote, literature and 1nstructiqnaﬁu@rt given them:byfmaﬁbﬁrs of the
League. 2 ' A
”Recogniticn

| On April 11, 1950 the Brcwnsville group was recogn&zad ag a
lLocal League, & fully accredited member of the League of Mﬁm@n Voters
of.the-Unitad States.which itself was an outgrowth of the Women's
Right to Vote movement. After the 19th Amendment was bassed in
1920, the women who had worked for it organized the League of Women
Voters. ’ | | w
Health Program

The facts revealed in the KNOW YOUR WOWN survey prompted the

League to &&apt s program on health for in#qnsive-study and action.
This led in many directions, including, amﬁng'nthers

1) Greater appropriations by County and City for the hospital care
of indigents W

2) Asgsistance in the sgecuring of Hill-Burton funds for the construcn

tion of the Cameron County Tuberculosis Hospital in Harlingen
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3) Sponsoring the creation of the Cameron County Child Welfsre Unit
of which League member, lirs. Agnes Barber, was the first Supervigor
and Mrs. Levy, a member of the first S5-member Board of Directors. -
When Mrs. Levy left Brownsville, another League member, Mrs. A. E.
Von S5tilli, was appointed in her place. And when Mre. Von S5t111%,
in turn, moved away, the League was asked to suggest a replacement,
Its candidate was Dr. W. W. Hawkins,

Ii) For five years or more‘work-was done with end for the Cameron
County Health Uhitr

5) At League insistance many city ordinances were passed, including
annual chest X-ray éxaminatians of food handlers, the "dog leash
law" and a very stringent garbage ordinance.

Alley Annies

To test the efficiency of the enforcement of the garbage ordi-
nance, Mrs. O, R..Stillinger,-chairman, directed pericdic patrols
under the direction of Mrs. Marguerite Henderson who, in time,
dubbed her comﬁittee the "Alley Annies"

Desgpite the fact that the results of each tour was reported to
the City Sanitarian, the City Manager, and the Herald, no violations
were cited, fines levied, nor conditions corrected.

The League then organized a city-wide Alley Annie Patrol. In
2% hours 22 wemen in 11 cars covered every alley in town and re-
ported 762 garbage can violations and 394 piles of rubbish, brush,
hnd tree trimmings - many of which blocked the alleys completely.
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This report brought action from City Hall - a request to the
lesgue to devise a plan to remedy the situation. In short order ~

four days, to be exact - the League presented written plans for a

Citizens Clean-up Campaign requiring the cooperation of 24 org#niz&-
tions. : '

Two days later the City Commission adopted the plan and letters

were sent our requesting each orgenization to assume its designated

role. Nearly all responded, the campaign was waged, and the condi-

‘tion of Brownsville alleys wes greatly improved.

A resolution commending the League was issued by the City Com-
mission on October 11, 1951, - Gratifying as that was, the League
was even more pleased with the write-up of the Alley Annie program
in the Political Pilerims Progress series in the LADIES HOME JOURNAL
in the January, 1952, issue. -

Uﬁited Nations

Por nearly 20 years the Brownsville League paid tribute to the
United Nations with window displays, essay contests in the schools,

radio and television programs, town hall meetings, and U,N. sermons

- preached on the Sundays closest to October 2, Perhaps the most un-

usual show of U.N. support was the joint effort of Charro Days, Inc.,
the Chambers of Commerce of Brownsville and Matamoros and the

League in 1952 and 1953 in organizing parades of U,N. costumes which

traveled through downtown Brownsville and Matamoros. ~ The filrst

sacond
U.N, chairman of the League was Mrs. Henry M. Smith who became the/

president in 1953.
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There are so many other forms of Voters Service we have
rendered - like the Precinct Convention skit and the Legisla-
tive Reports every other year. - And the time we were forced
to report an election law violation to the Grand Jury. (That
was an swesome experience). - And, of course, we distributed -
thousands of VCIERS GUILES every time there was a state elec-
tion., Ve even prepared guldes ourselves on local issues and
candidates. il

I'd 1ike to tell about JURY SERVICE FOR WOMEN. - The League
began, you'll remember, as an outgrowth of the Women's Right
To Vote movement. After the 19th Amendment was passed in 1920
the women who had worked for it organized the League of Yomen
Voters. ' .

Well, after that many states soon gave women the right to
serve on juries, but not Texas. S0 we worked with other Texas
Leagues for an smendment to the state constitution granting
us that right. That was passed Hovember 2, 1954, and just a
month later a Deputy Sheriff appeared to ask the League to
suggest the names of 10 venire women to serve on a jury the
next day. Ameng the names we suggested were 5 League menmbers
Much to the regret of 4 of us, only one League member was
accepted., -

Soon after that Brownsville had the distinction of having
the first woman in Texas to serve as foreman of a grand jury.
- Since then many league members have served on petit Jjuries
in the state and federal courts as well as on grand juries
and grand jury commissions in both courts,

In connection with jury service, the League supplied the
District Clerk's office with the informative leaflet, WHO,

ME? . « SERVE ON A JURY! which the clerk enclosed in each

Jury summons. We began this in 1956 and continued the service
until 6 or 7 years ago. The County paid for the printing after
that until just recently when the Jury summcns was placed on

a computer., There 1s no way to insert leaflets in this process.

There are so many things the League does that take a long
time to accomplish - like the business of voting machines

and Jury Service for lomen. We have been working since the
early 50's for a new state constitution. It is coming up

for a vote of the people this November, but so much organized
opposition has developed that the outcome is doubtful. If it
fails, we will just keep on working.

ike the City Charter, we began that in 1953 and we stil do

not have all we think the City needs. I will not go into
21l the ups and downs on that issue, there are entirely too
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many. The Charter Amendment election this past July resulted
in all the major changes the League was seeking, but we need
an entirely rewritten charter, - one that is brief and well
organized, one that practically everyone can read and under-

- stand. - That is what we are after now, so we will work for

a8 Charter Revision Commibssion. It will take an election, of
course, and with the city election just 2 months away, we
thirk it is better to walt until after that is over before
pursuing this. :

Let's see what else we should mention before we get to that
item which has besn with us always.

You mean Health?

Yes, but first let me just mention these few thingse. - in the
course of much of our work we had to turn to City Ordinances
and found them in such a mess that we asked the City Commis-
sion to have .them codified. The Commission asnwered, in
effect, "Good idea. You do it." -~ Not that we doubted but
that we could (we have undertaken some mighty big thingsat
one time or other), but it is the duty ©f the City to make
its laws available. ) T

Some time after that the Chief of Police and a member of the
FBI asked the lLeague to participate in a two-week traffic
training scheol. Our first thought was "No, it does not fit
into our program. Besides, what do we know about traffic?”
Then we remembered the ordinances, So we had an expanded unit
meeting with the podlice giving them our findings on the ordi-
nances, The police admitted that they found them completely
useless, in fact, they were forced to cite traffic violations
by state law rather than city ordinance and agreed to back us
in demanding codification.

Later on we prepared the KNOW YCUR BROWNSVILLE SCHOOLS bcoklet
as a result of our "Study of the School System with Emphasis
on the Drop-out Problem. - Now I think we had better get on
to health which has been on our program since the very begin-
ning. ol ‘

Do you know how 1t started?

No, I must have misied that in the record.

It started with the first KNOW YOUR TOWN survey which showed
that raw sewage was being dumped into the river.

Brownsville is charged with that now.
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