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GO FOSSANE*

3 fome travellers the foffane is called the
B " Madagafcar, becaufe it refembles
d fome other 3

et s

wcertain

, who had fent
wea Ruffed fkin, and ‘who oblige h the
fllowing anfwers: * Lyon, July 19, 1761.

it from Madag;

¢ them




20 THE FOSSANE,

¢ them only two or three months. T foyngy,
5 and Loy
had an oy
¢ fimilar to thofe of our martin. They eat gy
¢ and fruits; but they preferred the s

¢ fhoweda decided tafte for banana

¢ they fprung with avidity. Th

¢ wild, and difficult to tame. Thoigh

¢ when young, his air and chara@er wereal

¢ ferocious, which feemed to be uncommon iy
¢ I that feeds fpontaneoufly on fjyy
¢ The eye of the foffane is a large bi

¢ pouch in the part you mentioned
¢ perecived that their excrements 1

ur
i

an ani
] ack globe,
which gives it a mifchievous afped.’
We rejoice in this opportunity of expref
our gratitude to_M. Poivre, who, fr

tachment to natural hiftory, and his

g
his ate
o thofe who cultivate that fcience, has adorned
the royal cabinet with a great number of rare
valuable articles.

It appears to us, that the animal called Berké
in Guiney, is the fame with the foffane, and,

l
and

ntly, that this fpecics exifts in Af
in Afia. ¢ The
¢ ‘muzzle and a fin b
€is fpotted like the civet
mal to which thefe charale
the foffan

THE VANSIRE®

HOSE who mention this animal have
alken it for a ferrer, to which it has a
hmblance. But it differs from the fer-
B K ch characters as juflfy us in confidering
Ty o fpecies. The vanfire has twelve
\u\«.{;n" teeth in the upper jaw, and the ferret
o ; and, though cach of thefe animals
anly CIB S ere in the under jaw, they nei-
fas 168 & bl one another in figure nor fitua-
l}‘“" HIL)"“ o the colour of the vanfire dlﬂu;s
tlon. P other ferrets ; though thefe laft,
fom tha of al aler fers Shough el
B her in calour, that even the male difes
from the female
To us it app

by Seba T, under the d

rs, that the animal mentioned
ion of the Java
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