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Fred Carpenter (FC):

Continuing the taping here in Roscoe. | have with me Mr. Walter R. Potter. P-o-t-t-e-r, the
president of the Roscoe State Bank. Mr. Potter’s going to tell us a little about himself and about
his association with the boy’s club, and a little bit more about Mr. Parks, who is reticent to tell
too much about his own work with him, and I’d like for Mr. Potter to tell us something about
what the town of Roscoe thinks about George Parks and his work and the good that it has done
for Roscoe, Texas.

Walter Potter (WP):

Well, we think it is a wonderful thing. It’s an awful lot of time spent with the boys; in fact, he—
about all the recreation he has is—from his businesses—that. And he’s worked hard, and we
think it has cut our juvenile delinquency almost out. We have very little trouble, and if there’s
some reason for it, we think that’s it.

FC:
Mr. Potter, when did you first become acquainted with the program?

WP:
When it started.

FC:
You were here in 1932 when the program started?

WP:
Yes.

FC:
And starting as a boy scout troop. Were you yourself, have you been active in the program?

WP:
Not particularly, no.

FC:
Has—about how many boys, in your opinion, have gone through the program over the period of
years?

WP:
[ don’t have any way to estimate them. Most all that was reared here.
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FC:
Have you had any children in the program?

WP:
We had a boy that we reared—that went through the program.

FC:
Evidently the program has been pretty well self-financing.

WP:
Yes, it is self-supporting.

FC:

Through the work that the boys have done. And | think George told me that they had, oh quite a
few different accounts in the bank. And it’s not just that—they don’t raise this money just for
themselves, but have evidently done some good in other areas of community work.

WP:
Yeah, because they have an athletic program, baseball and stuff in the summer, and trampoline,
and things like that.

FC:

| had the occasion to—1 live in Brownwood—I had the occasion to make tapes with Gordon
Wood, who was the high school coach here at one time. He’s a good friend of mine. And he told
me in particular how much he felt of the program there. Have you always had good cooperation
between the high school coaches and the boy’s club—they work cooperatively together?

WP:
| think the overall program we have—and maybe it’s been a little difficult sometimes. But when
| think of [inaudible], it’s all congenial.

FC:

Well, if you will now, Mr. Potter, we are interested not only in the boy’s club of Roscoe, but also
in the area. Can you tell me a little bit about your family, when they first came into Roscoe,
Texas, here?

WP:
We moved here in 1917.
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FC:
And was this your father, and mother moved here?

WP:
Yes.

FC:
Tell us your father’s name and your mother’s maiden name and where they came to—from—
came from, to Roscoe, if you will.

WP:
Well my father’s name was D. D., he didn’t have a name—

FC:
Just initials?

WP:
And my mother’s name was Laura Gracey.

FC:
And they came to Roscoe from where?

WP:
Tarrant County.

FC:
Tarrant County. And they have any particular reason for coming to Roscoe?

WP:
None that | know, except that they thought it was time to go west.

FC:
I see. And what type of business did they enter into?

WP:
Farming.

FC:
Into farming, yes. And you as a boy—did you go to school in Roscoe, then?
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WP:
Yes.

FC:
Tell us a little bit about Roscoe, when were you born, by the way, Mr. Potter?

WP:
1899.

FC:
Now tell us a little bit about—why you would have been eight years old when you came to
Roscoe, about, did you say 1907?

WP:
Well I was seven, [ wasn’t quite eight.

FC:

Oh right. And you began your schooling. Tell us a little bit about Roscoe, the town itself, when
you first came as a child—about how many people, and who were some of the older families? I'd
like to get a little of Roscoe history here.

WP:
Well, that’s a hard question. That’s hard to think.

FC:
Did they have many families here?

WP:

Yes. I don’t really know the population now. It was a small town, but it was thriving, and this is
a real good farming district. I guess it’s as good a dryland strip as you have in Texas. I don’t
know of one as good.

FC:
Who were some of the families that were here at this time, when you came in?

WP:

Well, Dobbins, Mr. Dobbins was in the bank at that time, when we moved here. And the bank
was established in 1906. And he come established it. And then the Howards and the Whortons,
Aters, and the Graceys moved here after that some time. Quite a little while after that.
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FC:
That’s G-r-a-c-y, or c-e-y?

WP:
C-e-y.

FC:
This was your mother’s family, that you came in?

WP:
There were—this particular family and my mother were cousins.

FC:

And you finished your schooling in Roscoe? Did you go through the Roscoe High School? All
right, tell us then, where you went from there and when you first started in the bank. When did
you first start with the bank?

WP:
I went to school at Simmons College, as it was then, and I quit and went to work in the bank in
1921.

FC:
And have been with the bank ever since? | did some tapes over in Abilene in the last few days in
there—did you ever know the Clack sisters who taught in the Abilene schools?

WP:
The what?

FC:
Clack. C-l-a-c-k.

WP:
The name’s familiar. [ don’t—

FC:
When you went to Simmons, that was before it was Hardin-Simmons. Tell us a little bit about
who the present teachers were there—if you can remember—when you went to school in *21.
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WP:
Well, Sandefer was president of the college. And Dr. Arnett, Dr. Cooper, Camel. Well, now |
can’t recall others. Olson, Dean Olson.

FC:

Now you were—you came to the bank in ’21, and were here from then on. Back in 1934, 1935—
is one of the periods we’re particularly interested in, and doing research during the drought years
and the cattle shooting time. Did you have any particular experience with that in this area? Can
you tell us a little bit about your feelings on the cattle shoot, and how it affected this area—what
it was like during the depression in Roscoe.

WP:
There’s no way to tell what it was like—it was just as bad as you can think of.

FC:
Just no water, and things really rough.

WP:
Well, we had plenty of water and wind, that’s about all we had.

FC:
Did many of the people here enter into the program of the cattle shoot?

WP:
Yes, about all of them. Nobody particularly liked it, but they thought it was the next best thing.

FC:
And you feel that it did help the community and helped the area?

WP:
Well it helped the prices. It helped the prices.

FC:

How did they handle the program? They do it differently and have done it differently in different
parts of Texas. Did they have a local veterinarian who inspected the cattle, or just how did they
handle it?

WP:

That’s the way I remember it, yes. And they’d group it and get several people to locate their
cattle at a certain place and they’d check them all at that time.
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FC:
Did they ship many of them, did the bank itself buy many cattle during this period?

WP:
No.

FC:
| imagine you had notes on most of the cattle that were shot anyway.

WP:
| guess, yes.

FC:
Were you able to recover from these people, did many of them from the money they got to pay
off their notes, or did they just have to have that money to live on?

WP:
Well, people did real well to have gone through what they did, we thought. The bank didn’t
actually lose any money to speak of—in fact we didn’t have much money to lose.

FC:
Then the war came along in the forties. How did that affect the economy—?

WP:
Well, we had revived before the war; in fact, the best two years that | have ever know was two
years before the war.

FC:
’38 and ’39, or ’39 and ’40.

WP:

We didn’t have taxes and we got our government program started—cut the acreage and begin to
get living prices for things. And then the war come along and | had to proportion it again—the
other way, and had lots of taxes let me tell you when we started that.

FC:
Primarily what is the economy—is it the dryland farming—do you have any industry at all?

11
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WP:

Well, we’ve got the RS&P [Roscoe, Snyder & Pacific] Railway.® Its headquarters are located
here. And we’ve got the feedlot that’s thriving, and we’ve got lots of people that are stock
farmers as well as cotton farmers.

FC:
I guess when you’re a little boy—this Higginbotham-Bartlett—were they already in, or when did
they came in.

WP:
| think so—I don’t remember when—

FC:
| did a study on the Higginbotham a couple of years ago—

WP:
I think they were here.

FC:

They’re one of the older industries that—I mean older businesses that’s been here a good long
period of time. | talked to Mr. Haney and Mr. Douglas a while. Was he here in those early days
too?

WP:
No, that was before he was born, I think.

FC:
I didn’t know whether his family had been in the drug business prior to his going in—

WP:
His father was a druggist.

FC:

Mr. Potter, | appreciate you coming by and adding a little bit to our tape about Roscoe history
here. I understand you have a little museum that you’re starting. I’m interested in looking at over
there too.

WP:

1 See https://sites.google.com/site/roscoesnyderpacific/home.
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Yeah, it’s pretty nice.

FC:
And it’s good to see. [ appreciate you coming by.

FC:
Thank you.

End of Recording
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