Story #465 Narrator: Professor Suheyl {inver

Location: Istanbul
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(Behlill Dand\and Sodial Justice
T

Tne day(ﬁfffz—gffgzé)had confiscateP the property of all non=Moslem

\
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subjects in his land. A (Jew applied to Behliil Dane for help, saying that

he'iij his family were left out in th% s#reet miserable and hungry. He

asked [Behliil to help him.

Behlil went to the mosque on Friday and listened in ecstatic mood
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to the sermon delivered there by Harun Reshid. He then asked for per-

mission to conduct the prayer service,|and he went forward and stood by

the(mi%rab o He said, "God is great! 'We begin with the name of God."

And thfn he started reciting, "Elham d'li}lahi rabbul muslimi."2

BIt several in the congregation immediately corrected him, saying
he sho

ld not say rabbul muslimi [God df all Moslems] but rabbul flemin
f |

[God of all the universe].

Tﬁey started the service all over:ag%inB but again Behllil committed

the same error. Harun Reshid became v%ryfﬁgéi} and rebuked him, "Why do

you not recite the prayer properly?v

lThe mihrab is the niche in the front of the interior of the mosque
in the direction of Mecca.

2Praise be to the Him, the God of al he Moslems.

When any error is committed during LhJ prayer service, or when anyone
breaks wind, burps, or spits, all that preceded this sacrilege is nulli-
fied, and the whole service must be rep¢aqed from the beginning.




Behliil replied, '"You too know the correct form of the prayer, but
you do not carry out the commands of lAllahy who is God of all the

universe. Instead you create inequities among your people."

Harun realized then his error and henceforth treated non=Moslems

more kindly.
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