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The LEMING, or LAPLAND
,\11\RMOT*.

OL;}US MAGNUS is the firft who mepe
tions the leming.  All that Gefher, Sca.

liger, Zicgler, Johnfton, Scc. have faid co.
borrowed from this author, By
after the moft accurate refearches

corning if,

* Lapland ma
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s wiitten @ hiftory of this animal, which he
Jeferibes \m/‘\ullow-n" manner: ¢ It has,’ he
ks, ¢ re of a moufe; but the tail
s ﬂv:mzr 1:w1 | the body about five inches long-
« The bair is fine, and fpotted with various co-
vlowrs. ‘The fore part of the head is black,
+ and the hind part yellow The neck and
« fhoulders are black. The relt of the body 8
‘e n ifh, and’ marked with finall black fpots of
fa which ex-

+ ceeds 70 b, and is cover~
¢ ed with bl Neither the
« figure, nor the order of the fpots, are the fame
©in every d the mouth there
+ are feveral f4F hairs in the form of whifkers,
ich fixx on cach fide ate longer and fiiffer

he reft, The oper

finall, and the w\,m lip is divided, as in the

fquireels.  Trom the upper jaw proceed two
¢ Jong, fharp, an fom mr crooked cut ting

¢ tecth, the root

¢ the orbits of the cyes. Two fimilar teeth in
correfpond with thofe above 5
¢ and there are three grinders on each fide, fitu~
aredat a diftance from the cutting teeth. The
¢ felt of the grinders is large, and compofed of
ur lobes, the fecond of £ thrce lobes, and the

¢ the under

¢ third is much fmaller. Each of thefe. three

¢ teeth hias a feparate focket, and they are placed

inthe palateat 3 confiderablediftancefromone
tongue, is pretty large, and ex

¢ tends
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of the cutting teeth,
and firaw found
nclined to think that it
imal. The eyes are fmall
\ni bieks a0 the cars soctinsson N
fhort, and ¢

The fore-legs are very e feet co-

vered with hai armed with five fharp
crooked claws ; the middle one is very long,
fifith is like a fmall thumb, ora cock’s
fituated equally highton

tifh, inclined
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that the arrival of the lemings is uthLud asa

dreadful devafta-
he gardens, ruin

ff
tion. in the ficlds; lay wafte
the crops, and leave nothing except what is

fhut up in houfes, where they happily never
enter. They bark nearly like fimall dc
firuck at with a flick, they feize

with their teeth, that th

fo mmbly
allow themfelves to
10 a_confiderable dilance

be carried without
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The male is generally larger than the female,
and bis black fpots are alfo larger.  Upon the
renewal of the grafs, they infallibly die. Infine
weather they take to the water in vaft mul.
tudes; but, when a breeze of wind rifes, the
are all drowned. The number of thefe animals
i fo prodigious, that, when they die, the airis
infocted, and produces many  difeafes. They
even feem to infeét the plants which they gnaw;
for the palture then Kills the cattle. ~ The fieh
of the lemings is not good; and their fkin
though the hair be fine, does not anfiver for
making furs, becanfe it i too thick.

! flato tempore aut moriuntur acervatim cum loe
 quaram corrptone dée ¢ pefilens, < afici s
aue his befiis didis vulgariter fkar, vel .
ande ‘idem hermelin pinguefeunt;. O M,

THE SEA OTTERA

HE faricoviennz, (ot fea otter,) fays The=
vet, *is, found along the river Plata:
¢[tis of an amphibious nature, living more in

4'§ea oter; with @ black nofes upper jaw longer and
roader ﬂvm the lower; long. white whifkers irides ha
and Tn cach jaw there are four cut-

K The colour fometimes
ey "The legs are hick snd fort, The toes

red with b
o cxally like thofe of a feal, and have @ membrane firting u
e of the cxteror toe, like that of a goofe. The lengthy
fom ot o il I four et o ches ‘The ll b iten
inches loog, et i and fharp pointed.

of el il wegh vy o ighy 2
i & Braflienfibus ; Mare

ore; Linm. Sy
i s b gatare favas Brifoe. Quad:

“Lura marina, K: Cn. Parep. tom. i . 367

b
Sea otter s Hifl o Kamptfath, p. 123. Mall's V- p. 57-
X2 ¢ the
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