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(^Bekri ^Mus t̂afa a^Muezzin

One day in  the time o f Sultan Mahmut, Bekri Mustafa was appointed muezzxn

tc\Saint  Sophia Mosqu^y He helped conduct funerals there, standing in  fron t 

o f the congregation fo r  the part o f the serv ice  held in  the mosque yard. At 

one o f these^funerais )̂ he l i f t e d  up the l id  o f tjhe c o ffin  and whispered some

thing in to  the ear of the corpse, "F is , f i s ,  f id . "

Someone from among the congregation asked, "Mustafa, what did you ta lk  

about with the deceased?"

"Oijly God and the deceased and I  know th a t," answered Bekri Mustafa.

"Yejs, but we want to know to o ,"  in s isted  the man, and a l l  o f the congre

gation Agreed with him

"W ell, i f  you must know, then, I  sh a ll t e l l  you. The deceased is  on his 

way to the <^5^w orld^ ) I  have fa ther, mother, re la t iv e s , and friends there, 

and they are certa in  to ask him how things are back here on earth. I  to ld  him 

simply to say to them, 'Bekri Mustafa became muezzin fo r  Saint Sophia Mosque 

during t|ie redgn o f Sultan Mahmut.' From that fa c t alone they w i l l  understand 

how corrupt the times have become.


