224 THE VANSIRE

< are covered with fhort hair, oF a deep yel
¢ colour.  On the paws there are four togy o}
¢ a fmall one behind. The claws are fugl| oy
“black. The tail, which is more than dodf.
< the length of that of our ferrets, is very g
Sac its origin, terminates in a point, umgg
¢ covered with hair fimilar to that o
“body. ‘This animal, according to the fr
¢ formation of the boy who has the chargeqt
<it, never drinks.’

[ a3 ]

The MAKIS*, or MAUCAUCO’S.

§ the name maki has been given to feveral

animals, we could only employ it as a
generc term, under which we fhall comprehend
three animals of the fame genus, but of diftinét
fpecies. Thefe thrce animals have long tails,
and fect like thofe of the monkey; but their
muzzle is long, like that of the martin, and they
have fix cutting tecth in the under jaw, while

ucq with the end of the nofe black, ere®

ck circles round the orbits. The hair on

of the head is of a deep afh-colour; the
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224 THE
ehe monkeys have only four.  The firft of thef
animals is thie MOGOCO OF MAUCAUCO, commorly
known by the name of the ring-tailed maf,
“The fecond is the mongous, commonly calleg
the Brown Mali¥. But this denomination is
smproper; for fome individuals are all brow,
and others have their cheeks black; and the
feet ‘yellow.  The third is the ¥aré f, by fome

allel

MAKIS, OR

+ The woolly maucauco, with orange-coloured irides, o
rounded ears, nd of e nofe black, eyes lodged ina cirleat
Black, and. the fpace between them of the fame colour, T

d Tower fdes of the cheeks are whice, Vha

Alth, the whole upper part of the body is coveredwi

Tong, foft, and thick fur, it or waved, a0d of a.dep

rosifh afh eolour, The til is very Tong, and covered withte

fame for of hais, and of the fame colour. ~The breaft and by

‘are white, and the hands and fect naked and dulky. The s

e flat, except that of the inner tos of the hind fect. Itsof e
fiue of a.cat. The paws afe fometn

lly brown s Peszant’s Sy of Quad. p. 136
name of he Eaft Tndies.

fi 5.
“The mongooz
Profimia fufca, nafo pedibufi
L
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sound the fides of the head, fianding out like a ruff, and aliog
wil, The colous of
og fometimes whi
lasger th

e whole animal s black, but oo avayy
4 with black but he feetare bk
4 pecics; Paanant’s o

fadeg. p. 153 o

MAUCAUCO’S. 225

lled the Pied Maki. But this denomination is
{llspplied s or, befides the pied variety, fomein=
dividuals are entirely black, and others entirely
white,  Thefe animals are all natives of the
Faftern regions of Aftica, and particularly of
Madagafear, where they are very numerous.
The mancauco is a beautiful animal. His
e s agreeable, his figure clegant, and his
hair always neat and glofly. He is remarkable
for the largenefs of his eyes, the height of his
hind legs, which are much longer than thofe
before, and his large and handfome tail, which
isalways ere, always in motion, and garnifhed
with thirty alternate rings of black and white,
well marked aud feparated from each other. His
manners are gentle, and, though he has a great
refemblance to the monkeys, he poffeffes none
of their malicious difpofitions. In a ftate of li-
berty, the maucauco’s live in fociety, and they
in Madagafcar in troops of thirty or
forty * In a domeftic ftate, the prodigious ra-
pidity of their movements renders them incom-
modious : It is for this reafon alone that they

are found

are generally chained; for, though extremely
adtive and vivacious, they are ncither mifchievous
Gliningi .

it barbaso; Linn. S
e and whice,goin

oops of o iy s They reemble the varico’
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nor ferocious. * They tame to fuch o degrey
a5 to.go out and return, without any dunge
of running off. ~ Their gait is oblique, Tike tiy
of all animals which have hands infiead of
feet. The maucauco leaps more gracefully thgy
he walk:
a fhort acute cry when furprifed or irritie
He fleeps in a fitting pofture, with his muzle
sefting on his breaft. His body is not thickes
than that of a cat, but it is longer; and the
height of his legs’ gives him the appearance f
being larger than he really is. His hair, though
very foft {0 the touch, ftands always eredt. I
the male maucauco, the organs of generationare
fimall and concealed ; but thofe of the mongos
or woolly maucauco, are difproportionally lge,
and very apparent
The mongous is fmaller than the macauco;
his hair s likewife filky, pretty fhort, and fome-
what curled. His nofe is larger than thit of
the maucatico, and refembles that of the vari. I
n my poffeffion for feveral
h was aliogether brown. 1t had yellow
nofe, and hort ears. It amufed
cating its own tail, and a@ually de-

He is a filent animal, uttering orly

firoyed the laft four or five vertebrz. Thi
mal was extremely dirty, and fo troublefome

that we were obliged to chain him. Wheneve
ke his cfcape, he went into the
thops in queft of fruits, fugar, and

fiveetmeats,
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fvectmeats, and opened the boxes which con=
wined them. It was difficult to feize him, and
he bit cruelly even thofe with whom he was beft
acquilated. He uttered a low grunting noife,
Cmoft perpetually ; and, when tired of being

ike a frog, and fo loud as to
be heard at a_great diftance. This mongous
was a male, and his teficles were extremely
Jarge in proportion to the fize of his body. He
s fond of the fhe-cats, ind even fatisfied his
defires, without any intimate union: His em=
braces were, of courfe, ineffectual. He dreaded
cold and moifture 3 he never departed from the
fire, and ftood on end to warm himfelf. He
was fed with bread and fruits.  His tongue was
rough, like that of a cat ; and, when permitted,
he licked a perfon’s hand tll it was inflamed,
aud often finifhed this operation with a fevere
bite. The cold of the winter 1750 killed him,
though he never quitted his flation near the fire.
His movements were cxtremely brifk, and fome-
times petulant.  He often flept during the day 5
but his flumbers were o light, that the fmalleft
noife awaked him.

In this fpecies there are feveral varieties, both
in colour and fize: The mongous, whofe hif-
tory has jufk now been given, was totally brown,
and about the fize of an ordinary cat. I faw
one, which, though an adult, was not larger
than the fat fquirrel. If this fimall mongous had
not perfedtly refembled the large kind, except in

»3 fize,
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fize, it would unqueftionably have been a gif.
i@ fpecies.  But, as we have no evidengs
that thefe two animals do not intermix, we my
ftill regard them as the fame fpecies, il we ae.
quire fome new light as to their hiftory ang
ceconomy.

The vari * is larger, fironger, and more fo.
rocious than the maucauco. In a fate of
berty, he is even dangerous. We are told by
wravellers, ¢ That thefe animals are as furious
< tigers; that they make fuch a noife in the
¢ woods, that, when only two of them are o
¢ gether, one would believe there were a hur-
¢ dred ; and that it is difficult to tame them {!
The voice of the vari has fome refemblance ty
the roaring of a lion, and is tremendous to thof
who hear it for the firft time. - This aftonifhing
firength of voice, in a middle-fized animal, de-
pends on the fingular ftrudture of its wind-pipe,
the two branches of which widen, and forma

before they enter the lungs. Henee
om the maucauco both in ftruGue
. His hair, in general, is longery

s the maucauco weri, gives the same &

5 which epithet, probably, denctes &

Sty of the asimal, which ikewife difes e
el

, mild, and pece
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sad hehas 8 kind ofaruffor cravat of il longer
M, which furrounds his neck,  and forms
N ory ditinét charatien by which he is eafly
known.  In colour, he varies from white to
Hack, or pied 5 and bis hair, though long and
ey fo, fands almoft perpendicutar tothe fkin.
His muzzle is larger and proportionally longer
han that of the maucauco. ~ His eato are much
hoter, and fringed with long hairs. His eyes
e of fo deep an orange colour, that they ap=
pear to be red- °

The maucauco, the mongous, and the vari,
belong to the fame country, and feem to be con=
fined to Madagafear ¥, Mofambique, and the
Jands adjacent to thefe iflands.  They appear to
be in the Old Continent what the opoffums are
in the New, which laft, like the former, have
four hands.  With regard to figure, the makis
feem to conflitute the fhade between the long-

+ In the province of Melsgafein Madagafear, the difierent
(pecies of monkeys are extzemely numezous. Some of them ace
ontns wih woolly i, and & long bufhy tail, which they raife
orc i backs, and form 3 fhade with it to prote@ themfelves
oo the fn and rain. In this manner tiey feep, like the
el upon the branches of rees,  Befides, they have round
s, and amuzale ike the martin. This fpecies s not fo trouble-
{ome and maliious 3 the other kinds. The antavarres have the
i Kisd of haie with the former, and. 2 white rof round. the
‘Some of them are endirely white, with a long. muzzle.

s arge 55 the former, and gront like hogs; Rela. ¢
Caschey . 127 Nota, This palfage plaly

or »
mongous and vari and it is upon this authority that
ari's are black, others pied, and others

Dhave fid,
enircly

P4 tailed
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tailed monkeys and the digitated quadrupegy,
Like the monkeys, they have four hands andy
long tail;-and, at: the fame time, their muz),
o long Tike that of the fox or pole-cat, |y
manners, however, they have a greater refo.
blance to the monkeys; for, though they fong.
times eat flefh, and likewife lic in wait for bir,
they are more frugiverous than carnivoros, an]
prefer, even in a domeftic ftate, fruits, roots, and
bread, to flefb, cither raw or roafted.

MAVCATCO.
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