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THE JAGUAR®™

PHE jaguar refembles the ounce in fize of
body, in the figure of moft of the fpots,
and even in difpofitions. He is not fo bold as
the leopard or panther.  Like the leopard, the
ground-
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183 THE JAGUAR,

ground-colour of his hair s a beautiful yellow,
and not gray like the ounce. His tail is fhortes
than that of either of thefe animals: His hair is
longer than that of the panther, and fhorter than
that of the ounce: It is erifped when young, and
finooth when he arrives at full growth. We
have never feen this animal alive; but had one
fent us well preferved in fpirits; and it is from
this fubjet that our figure and defcription haye
been taken. It had been taken young, and
brought up in the houfe tll it was two years old,
when it was killed, in order to be tranfimitted o
us*®. It had not, therefore, acquired its natural
dimenfions. But, it is cvident, from the bare in-
fpe@ion of this animal, that, when full grown,
he could not exceed the fize of an ordinary dog,
"This animal, however, is the moft formidable,
the moft crucl, in a word, he is the tiger of the
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New World, where Nature feems to have con=
wadted every kind of quadruped. Like the
{iger, the jaguar lives on prey.  But a light is
{ufficient fo make him fly;" and, when his
fomach is ful, he fo-entirely lofes all courage
and sivacity, that he runs before a fingle dog
He is neither nimble nor alive, but when
prefed with hunger . The favages, who are
murally poltroons, are afraid to_encounter
him. They alledge, that he prefers them to the
Europeans, whom he never attacks . The leo-
pard is likewife fuid to prefer the Blacks to the
Whites §, whom he is fuppofed to diftinguifh by
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:tsllt\;cl(!’,wn(.!\:l;[ cks them during the night s
Almoft all the authors who have written the
hiflory of the New World mention this animgl,
fome under the name of the figer o leyparg
others under the names given them in Brag.
Mexico, &e.  Pifo and Marcgrave, who fi
deferibed him fully, called him jaguard, inflexd
or janouara, his Brafilian mame®. They have
r animal of the fame
genus, and perhaps of the fume fpicies, under the
name of jaguerette. Like thefe two authon
we have difiinguifhed the jaguar from the ji
tee; becaufe they appear to be animals ofa
different fpecies.  However, as we have feen
one of thefe animals only, we cannot determine
whether they are two diftin, or a variey
of the fume fpecics. Pifo and Marcgrave rer
mark, that the jaguarette is diftinguilhed from
the jaguar by having fhorter, more bright, and
differently coloured hair, which is black, varies
gated with fpots of a fill decper black. But, i
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f firongly in the figure of his body, manners,
and temper, that he may fill be only a variety
of the fame fpecics ; efpecially as Pifo informs
us, that, in the jaguar, the ground colour of the
hatr, and that of the fpots, vary in different in=
dividuals of this fpecies. He fays, that fome
ave marked with black, and others with red or
yellow fpots:And, with regard to the difference
of gray, yellow, or black colours, the fame thing
akes place in other fpecies of animals. There
are black wolves, black foxes, black fquirrels,
& If fuch variations are rarer among wild
than domeftic animals, the phanomenon muft
be aferibed to the former being liable to fewer
accidents which can produce fuch changes.  As
the life of the former is more uniform, their
food lefs various, and their liberty greater than
thofe of the latter, their nature muft likewife be
more conltant, or lefs fubje@ to accidental altera~
tions in colour.

The jaguar is found in Brafil, in Paraguay ¥,
Tucuman +, Guiana®, in the country of the
Amazons §, in Mexico [, and in all the regions

+ it de Parsg. par Charlevai om. i p. 31. 171, tom. .
795 I 14 b
+Voysge de 1a France Equinoxiale, par Binct, p. 343. ¢
Delmarchss tom. . p. 299.
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of South America. It is, however, more rare iy
CGayenne than the couguar, which has been call.
ed the rud tigers and the jaguar is not mow fo
common in Brafil, which s its native country,
as formerly. A price has been fet on his heads
numbers of this fpecies have accordingly been
deftroyed; and the reft have retired from the
coafts into the moft defert parts of the country®,
The jaguarette has always been lefs common,
or, at leaft, has kept at a greater diftance from
the habitations of ment; and the few travellers
who mention this animal feem only to copy
Marcgrave and Pifo.

8*UR P'L"E~ME N T

WE here give a figure of an animal, which
belongs to the fpecies of the leopard, or jaguar,
The drawing was fent to us by the decealed
Mr. Colinfon, without either name or hiftory.
As we are ignorant whether it is a native of the

1d or New Continent, and as it differs from
the ounce and leopard by the form of its fots,
and ftill more from the jaguar and ocelot, we
could not determine to which of thefe animals
it may be referred. It appears, however, to have
a greater relation to the jaguar than to the
leopard.

 Damir, i .
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The JAGUAR of New Spaiw.

Tn the month of June 1775, a fe

wwas fent to M. le Brun from New

was very young s for all its teeth had not
appeared, and it has fince grown larger at C

lot, where M. de Seve made a drawing of it in
the beginning of Otober.  We fuppofe it to be
about nine or ten months old. His length, from
the muzzle to the anus, was one foot cleven
inches, and the height of his hind train from
thirteen to fourteen inches. The jaguar deferibed
inthe original work, was two feet five inchesfour
lines long, and the height of the hind train one
foot four inches nine lines: But it was two years
of age. Though belonging to different count
there is a great fimilarity between thefe two ahic
mals, The differences in theform of the fpotsfeem
to be individual varicties only. The iris is of a
brown colour inclining to green the edges of
the eyes are black, with a white band both above
and below. The colour of the head is yellow.
blended with gray, which is alfo the ground=
colour of the fpots; and the latter are bordered
with black bands. Thefe fpots and bands are
grounded on a dirty reddith white colour, in-
dlining more or lefs to gray.  The ears' aré
black, with a very large white fpot on their
terual part.  The tail is long, and well covered

The
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The JAGUAR of Guiana.

M. Sonini de Manoncour has made fome ex-
ecllent remarks on the jaguars of Guiana, which
1 fhall here tranferibe :

 The hair of the young jaguary’ fays he, s
¢ not crifped, as M. de Buffon alledges. T have
 feen young jaguars with hair as fmooth as th
< of adults. This obfervation has been con-
¢ fumed by the moft experienced hunters. With
¢ regard to ther fize, inftead of equalling only,
¢ a5 M. de Buffon remarks, that of an crdinary
¢ dog, Uhave had two fkins, which I was afured
¢ belonged to fubjedts of two or three years o,
¢ and one of them meafured near five fect from
¢ the muzzle to the tail, \\‘hifh was two feet
¢ long. 1 have mylelf feen, in the forefls of
¢ Guiana, tracks of thefe animals, \\:hu_h mdu.ccd
¢ me, as well as M. de la Condamine, o think,
¢ that the American animals called l\;.;ms were

¢ as large as thofe of Afiica. L cven think, that,
« except the true, or royal tiger, the American
¢ diger i the largeft animal to, which this ap-
« pellation is given; fince, according to M. de
< Buffon, the panther, which is the largeft of
¢ thefe animals, exceeds not, when full grows,
five o fix fect in length; and it is certdn
 that there are quadrupeds of this kind whidh
¢ greatly furpafs thefe dimen(ions. "[hc colour
¢ of the jaguar varies with age. When you
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¢ hes of a very decp yellow, approaching to red,
< or even brown.This colour brightens in pro-
¢ portion as the animal increafes in years.

¢ The jaguar is not that indolent animal he
¢ has been reprefented by fome travellers, whom
¢ M. de Buffon has copied. - Inftead of being
« afiaid of dogs, he fprings upon them wherever
¢ he meets them. He makes great  havock
¢ among the flocks. Thofe which inhabit the de~
¢ ferts of na are even formidable to men,
¢ Inajourney I made through thefe great forcits,
¢ we were tormented two nights fuccefli ely by
¢ a jaguar, notwithftanding a large fire, which
¢ was kept perpetually blazing, ~He roamed
¢ continually round us; and we found it impof=
¢ fible to thoot him; for we no fooner aimed at
¢ him than he difappeared in a moment, then re-
¢ turned on the other fide, and in this manner
 kept us in perpetual alarm. Notwithftanding
¢ all our lance, we could  never fhoot him,
¢ He continued thele manwuvres during two
¢ complete nights. He returned on the third :
¢ But, feemingly difgufted by not obtaining his
¢ end, and perceiving that we had augmented
¢ our fire, which he was aftaid to approach too
¢ near, he left us with dreadful howlings.  His.

cry, bou, ban, is fomewhat plaintive, grave,
¢ and firong, like that of the ox.

¢ With regard to the fuppofed pretlile@ion of
¢ the jaguar to the natives of the country, rather
“than o the Negroes or Whites, I fufpest

N2 ¢ firongly
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¢ firongly that it is fabulous. I found. this no-

tion eftablithed at Cayenne: But T travelled
along with favages through places where the
largelt tigers are common, and never difco-
vered that they entertained any remarkable
degree of terror at thefe animals.  Like s,
they fufpended their hammocks on trees, re-
moved to a certain diftance from us, and con=
tented themfelves with kindling a fmall fire,
which frequently went out in the courfe of the
night. Thefe favages, however, were iaha-
bitants of the interior parts of the country,
and, confequently, knew the danger they had
to apprehend. 1 can affure you, that they
took no precautions, and appeared to be very
little affected, though furrounded with thefe
animals.’

Here T cannot help remarking, that this lat
fact proves that thefe animals are not very dan-
gerous, at leaft to me

© The flefl of the jaguar is not good to cat,
He combats, with advantage, all the quadru-
peds of the New Continent, who fly from him
with terror.  The ant-eater, though he has no
teeth to defend himfelf, is the moft cruel
enemy  the jaguars have to encounter. As
foon as the jaguar attacks the ant-eater, it lies
down on its back, and feizes and fuffocates
him with its long claws.”
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