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OTHER COMMITTEES: Nominatings: 5, Budget 4, Know Yoﬁr city 25, Bylaws 3,
Finance 3, Voter registration 4, Membership 2,
Voters! Guides 3 and 7, Texas Constitution Reform 3,

Program and resource committees will be given as
their report is made,

VOTER SERVICE

In the last few months we have had a virtual explosiaon of interest
and member activity in voter service projects. We began as mild
mannered lemonade ladies who dispensed drinks, information, and LWV
publications at a Public Information Booth at a local Chamber of
Commerce Rally Day in 1970, But from these humble beginnings, we
have come a long, long way,.

We have since then published two local ~voters guides covering school
board and Pearland and Brookside city elections, Last year we
printed and distributed 2000; this-year 3000 copies were circulated,
Our printer is so pleased to have this service for the community
that he donated his services and supplies, and our membéers have

used door-to=door distribution., The new board which organized

April 12 is so enthusiastic that it has begun the printing of a
supplemental May 6 Primary Voters Guide, One member found another
free printer, and the rest went quickly to work notifying candidates
and preparing responses, Little time and little experience seem
only challanges to overcome in the face of the intense community
need for this gulde! We expect to be in print by May 1, 1972.

We have also had two registration drives, and we plan to do another.
in October, In 1971 we had to BUY voter registration forms and

we were limited to distribution only of 1000 forms, This year

four members were certified as deputies who were able to set up

a sub~-station, and using county supplied forms, these four persons
have thus far actually registered 250 persons, These same ladies
also went to a Mexican=American Civice Ciub and registered 18 more
goters there, ‘ ' )

We have co-sponsored two Candidates Night Rallys. In 1971 we were
listed as co~sponsors along with churches and civic clubs; in 1972
we became the sole co-sponsor with the Chamber of Commerce, We
wern on the program and we distributed voters guides and Voters
Keys.to the 160 persons who attended. (1000 voted in the election,
se we reached almost twenty percent of the voters in one evening,)

We also sponsored a School Bond Inquiry in 1972 that had a panel of
3 citizens and 2 school boad members who aired questions about bond
proposals., Forty=-seven persons attended, and the school board
president remarked, "This was the best political program I have
attended in the nine years I've been in Pearland,"”

We are also distributing free 1000 Voters Keys through registration
drives, rallys, and the library.

Finally, we have distributed twice now state published voters guides,
and we gave 2 pro and con amandment talks to clubs in Nov,, 1971,

MEMBERSHIP

During our development wWe have had three membership chairmen who have
each helped us to grow., We have had two coffees and two dessert
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HUMAN RESOURCES (2 members on resource committea)

The Human Resources Committee presented its program at two unit
meetings in a discussion program with many outline charts prepared
by the committee. Great interest was shown by the membership,

Our bulletin included background facts from LWV publications for
our members hefore the meeting, and a national publication was sent
as a followup, At a third meeting, two leaguers from LWVe~Houston
gave us a report on LWV positions on housing and equal employment,

Uo,. S.. CONGRESS (2 members on resource committee)

Work began on Sept. 3, 1971 when the chairman traveled to Houston
to hear Congressman Bill Archer and Bob Eckart speak on their roles,
A report was published in the bulletin. Then began the fact=-finding
phase, In addition to all the league publications on congress,

the resource committee purchased and studied MAKING CONGRESS MORE
EFFECTIVE by the Committee for Economic Development, The committee
also read CONGRESS NEEDS HELP by Donhan and Fahey, CONGRESS by
Vinyard, and CONGRESSIONAL COMMITTEES by Morrow, The committee
constructed several charts as aids for discussion including ones

on performance criteria, the benefits and costs of the seniority
system, pros and cons for the filibuster and executive committee
sessions, the various roles Congressmen perform, the proegess for
assigning bills to committee, and the organization structure of

the houses of Congress, Several reports appeared in the bulletin
to aid additional background for all members, In January we
discussed developing criteria and the seniority system, In
February we talked of the committee struciure, powers of the
chairman, the proposed office of ombudsman, and electronic voting,.
This was the first consensus we participated in, and our response
is in our national office.

ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY (4members on air, 4 on water 4 on solid waste)

Six vertical programs wépg presented on environmental quality. Two
each were on air, water, and solid waste, 1In addition to material
from national and state LWV, newspapers and pamphlets on environmental
problems were used, Charts were presented and a’'glossary of

pollution terms wgs made, Two members also attended a regional LWV
workshop on water pollution in 19871 and a second one featuring Mrs,
Donald Clusen, Also, two members attended an ILO, program on Gulf
Coast regional pollution control efforts.

A survey was conducted by committee on detergents and recycling in our
areca, Members aided a local drive for the collection affi aluminum

and throwaway glass, We studied disposal methods used by local
merchants, residents, and cities,

Speakers consisted of Mr, Cox, a chemist from a local refinery who
discussged industry's point of view; a Pearland Councilman who reported .
on his testimony before the House Conservation and Natural Resource
Subcommittee, Washington, D.,C,; and the local city administrator who
discussed the problems and local coneerns with the Texas Water Quality
Board,
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TEXAS WATER PLAN | )

The material was repeated in the local bulletin because the night
meeting was flooded out by the biggest rain of the fall, Five
persons who attended the day unit which was then functioning heard
the pros and cons to the proposed plan to import the Mississippi
to water west Texas, Those present agreed wholly with the LWV

consensus to further study and plan for the water needs of this
state, ;

STATE~-LOCAL GOVERNMENT RELATIONS (1 member)

This is the one topic we have not covered, Our plans this summer
are to present a summary of this program in our local bulletin

and perhaps have a follow=up meeting next year to discuss the facts
and the LWV position,

TEXAS CONSTITUTION REFORM (3 members at present; two more will be
added this fall for the busy season,)

The TCR committee started to work after two members attended the
workshop in Houston in November, Our first committee meeting
consisted of formulating plans for our league until November, The
committee is divided into two sectionsg: visual aids and speaking,

Posters have been made and displayed in the key store in our area,
The posters are changed monthly so that interest will be maintained,
A poster is also used as a visual aid at the speeches and the
functions we sponsor, such as bond inquiry, candidates'! night,
and our Annual Meeting, A large red poster is used with the
heading "Ever Wonder Why?'" and beneath it we have a copy of the
U.S. Constitution and the Texas almanac opened to the Texas
Constitution, Under the respective constitutions is written

26 amendments and 201 amendments, At rallys we stand beside
the display and talk to people and disiribute literature,.

Speeches have been given to a local social soroity and to the
ladies of the catholic church, The women showed much interest
and enthusiasm about the information presented. The first week

of April the chairman received two requests for speeches in May,.

A dress and a hat of the 1876 era is worn as a visual aid, The
chairman visited the Houston library and researched Gody's Lady
Book and Peterson®s Magazine of the 1880's, Styles of the period
were noted and an outfit was made that will be worn as a visual
aid to stress the age of our constitution whenever the chairman
makes a talk,

We plan to do more as the November electién approaches, We will
contact each club and ask for a program before November., We have
even offered to give substitution programs at the last minute if
a club has a cancellation, Our local school will be contacted,
and we hope to present a program to seniors and civic classes,
We will also continue adding and changing poster in the key
business in Pearland.

There is an annual Membrial Day parade and we hope to have a
horse and buggy in the parade with the 1876 costume worn by one
member and another member in hot pants and boots, The theme will
be “"Horse and buggy constitution in a jet age societyo."
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A citizens comnmittee is being formed to give wider support to our:
TCR drive, At each club we visit, we ask for volunteers to serve
on the committee, Each precinct chairman of both parties will be
contacted and asked to support amendment 4, We hope to have a
LWV member at each convention to present the resolution. A self-
addressed card will be left with each chairman for him to fill

out the precinct mumber, party, and. if the resolution was or was
not adopted,

An item on TCR has been in our bulletin each month and it will
continue to be, An announcement will. be made at each meeting that
TCR is important, Two meetings on TCR will be held in our League,

SURVEYs: KNOW YOUR CITY

This was one of our most successful and member stimulating projects.,
In all 25 women participated., First, at least two persons volunteered
as reporters for each of the 12 areas to be reported on, They
received written instructions and turmned in reports which were
compiled and edited., We held one meeting devoted to Know Your

Town reports and the women shared their findings in lively discussions
including reports on police patrol riding, sewer plant inspections,
and local drug and shot clinic visits, The remainder of the

reports were given throughout the year at the beginning of the

other program meetings, and so many ideas for local program evolved
that we have a possible local agenda for at least the next 15 years!
Currently, we are negotiating with Houston Natural Gas to provide
$650,00 for printing 3000 copies of an 8%-53", 16 page, typeset

booklet with maps and illustrations to be distributed free to
interested persons., Our first recipients are our LWV members,

our contributors, the school and public and county libraries,

the city offices, and the four local newspapers, We hope this

project will be completed by summer, 1972,

LOCAL PROGRAM

At the second Annual MNMeeting of provisional LWV=-Pearland Area,
March, 1972, the members acted like Leaguers of long experience,
and they rejected the adoption of the board recommended local
study item of a school survey and adopted instead an item on

land use, zoning, and housing. One member who suggested the

item prepared a very convincing presentation on the current need
for immediate stdy on these items, and the membership agreed. The
Human Resources Committee has taken the initial responsibility in
planning our action and program, We are eager to get started
because the Citizen's Committee on Land Use will hold its first
public hearing in Pearland during Sept,, 1972, and then it will
present its finings to the City Council in the Spring of 1973. We
hope to reach consesus in time to act., Current plans call for

the Chairman of the Land Use Committee to speak at our general
membership meeting in May, :
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