


























COMMITTEE SECTION REPRESENTATIVE GOVERNMENT

Some commentators say that the apportionment issue is dead. There is still
activity around the country to add petitions. The status of those already
passed is not clear. The Constitution does not clarify who is to determine

the life of a petition, how long a petition is valid or whether or not re-
scission by one house invalidates a petition. There is also no implementing
legislation passed by Congress to establish any rules. A total of 34 states
petitioning for a convention on apportionment would put the matter of these
determinations on the floor of Congress. Those state Leagues which have put
considerable time and effort into opposing state resolutions, whether they have
won or lost their fights, are aware of the thin margin of safety.

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

Support of self-government and representation in
Congress for citizens of the District of Columbia.

D.C. Petition Drive -- April 15-22

The D.C. Petition Drive is well underway:

. A press conference to launch the drive officially is to be held
in Washington, D.C., by Mrs. Benson on February 3.

. Many national organizations have already responded to Mrs. Benson's
recent letter with their suggestions for ways to cooperate.

The national D.C. Petition Committee is making final arrangements
for the presentation to Congress of the petitions during our
national convention in May.

An array of materials is available:

. The February/March NATIONAL VOTER contains a copy of the petition
form, with information on the back of the sheet about the plight
of the citizens of the District of Columbia, their need for help
and details about the Petition Drive.

. A colorful bumper sticker, with the slogan D.C. LAST COLONY, is
appearing on more and more bumpers around Washington. Hopefully,
cars from Maine to California and in between will soon be sporting
the attractive (and easy to remove) red-and-white bumper sticker.

. A give-away size pamphlet, Washington, D.C., The Last Colony, is now
available for your orders. A number of free copies is being sent to
every League right away. Minimum order is 100 copies at $2.

. The Facts and Issues - The Nation's Capital: 'A Nice Place to Visit But'

costs 25 cents, 15 cents a copy for orders of 50 or more.
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The special Petition Drive materials -- letter labels and the bumper stickers --
being sold by the League of Women Voters of the District of Columbia are to be
ordered directly from

Mrs. W. J. Gallman

These and other materials (plus order blanks) will be in the D.C. Petition Drive
Kit to be mailed at the end of January to each local and state League president
and on the Duplicate Presidents Mailing.









