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E n c h a n t e d  Momen s
An ins ide  look  at the in s p i r a t i o n  fo r  S P W R C ’s c on t in ue d  se rv i ce  to the communi ty .

f

I -

i

i' T.rJmxLfZv-*.
' fmf ts?  <a

'-’rS t - _  *-y r>*»

¿sS a u -r '' •:'-? ¿S' .  - i - >



2 -
- T b e  M o c k i n g b i r d  C h r o n i c l i

L e t t e r  f rom the  D i r e c t o r

Enchanted moments define summer months
fed

C aro l  M i t c h e l l

Every year  at midsummer,  
we look back and wonder  ju s t  
when the t r ickle o f  animal  
adm iss ions  became  a flood.
May 3 1 ,2001 sprang to mind 
wi th  our s ec o n d -h ig h es t  
admiss ion  day-in h is tory,  
with.55 admiss ions  fol lowing 
the ter r ib le  rain,  wind and 
hai l  s torm of  the pre viou s  
evening.  Af te r  tha t ,  tbe days  
became a blur,  ru nn ing  one 
into the o ther  wi th  “ th is  owl 
a_nd that  t u r t l e , ” and the s eem ing ly  end le ss  s t ream 
o f  doves ,  j ay s ,  rob ins ,  m o ck in g b i rd s  and others .

I ask m y s e l f  how I ac com pl is hed  any th ing  o'f 
su bs tance  the last  12 sum mers ,  when I ra is ed  all  the 
nes t l ing  and f l edg l ing  son gbi rd s  and s e r io u s ly  ill 
and in jur ed  adul t  b i rds  in my home.  Most  yea rs ,  this 
f igure  te e te red  around 600. This year,  thanks  to t h e r 
co m p le t io n  o f  our new bu i ld in g ,  al l  o f  the b i rds  are 
cared for at the Center ,  and I huve t ime to re f l ec t  on 
the hec t i c  yea rs  wh en  hundre ds  of .bi rds  and ' smal l  
.animals  p as se d  th ro u g h  mÿ doors!

" I r e ca l l ed  the many nights  o f  in som nia  when-I 
was  c o n c e rn e d  that  I was  not doing  the  bes t  I could  
for a par t i cu la r  animal ,  or w or r i ed  about  a hear t-  
w ren ch in g  case ,  or about  the inev i t ab i l i t y  of  
eu thanas ia  for some I s imply  could  do no th ing  more 
for. I reme mbered  the t iny jay,  robin ,  mocking'bi rd 
and k in g b i rd  that  d i d n ’t com pla in  about  being 
to g e th e r  in the same “ n e s t . ” I c o u l d n ’t he lp 'bu t  
pon de r  what  » g r e a t  wor ld  it would  be i f  peop le  wefe 
so cong enia l .

I also re mem ber  l inge r ing over one par t ic u la r  
l i t t le Blue jay  last  sujnmer,  ar i4how  I told him I was 
sorry  his win g  had been  h o p e l e s s ly  damaged .  I fe l t  a 
l i t t le s i l ly  ta lk ing  to him,  but  we al l  do it at the 
Cen te r  — the j ob  a lm os t  begs  for it. For  this

pa r t i c u la r  un fo r tu na te  f ledge,  it was the luck o f  the 
draw:  he would  neve r  fly, thanks  to a cat;  he never  
had the o p p o r tu n i ty  to fly even once ,  and he would  
ce r t a in ly  neve r  be  f ree.  In the end,  he did not 
s u rv ive , ' t hough  dur ing  his shor t  l ife I marve led  at 
the way he .used his b ro ke n ,  m is sh ap en  wing as a 
l e an ing  cane,  and even p ro p p ed  his head on it 
s t a n d in g  up to take a nap.  ¡ . rea ssure  m y s e l f  tha t  , 
o thers  wi l l  be more  for tunate .

This was  but  one  o f  those th ousands  o f  momen ts  
e t c h e d  in d e l ib ly  in my mind.

I no longer  ask mysel f ,  “ Why do I do t h i s ? ” 
when there  is h ea r t ach e  and stress' . ,Now, I Wonder 
why I d i d n ’t s t ar t  this  job  sooner .

Recent ly  I re turned  from a b r i e f  trip and quickly  
felt  over whelmed  as I reviewed  my “To D o ” list.  T 
das hed  to the Cen ter  the fol low' ing day to p ick  up 
som e  re ce ip t s ,  and there  in a p laypen  p ro pp ed wi th  
b lanke ts  was our n in th  fawn -  a male Mule deer,  
only  two weeks  old,  s t rugg l ing  to l ive af ter  be ipg 
f e d a d i e t o f c o w ’. S m i l k a n d p i n e a p p l e f o r  13 d a y s b y  
one o f  those ‘w e l l - m e a n i n g ’ people .  Now suffer ing 
from in fec t ion ,  mouth  sores and severe d i ar rhea ,  it 
was l i te ra l ly  at d e a t h ’s door  when admit ted.

Volunteers and vet er inar ian  Larry f a r l e y  
adm in i s te red  IV f lu ids ,  c leaned the l i t t le deer  at 
both  ends  co n t in u o u s ly ,  and kept  v ig i l  as it 
s t ru g g led  to even ra ise  its head.  Ori the th i rd day, 
we saw a t iny g l immer  o f  real  hope as he t r ied to 
ra ise  his head.  .

This,  coun t l ess  episodes  l ike it, exhi la ra t ing  
re le ases ,  and all those  o ther  en ch an ted  moments  are 
What wi ld l i fe  r ehab i l i t a t ion  is about .  These moments  
are the fuel  tha t  keeps  us going,  wi th  our dedi ca t ion 
and com m i tm en t  s t ro nge r  than ever.  (See pages 6-7 
for an ins ide look at th is  s u m m e r ’s t rea su red  
mem ories . )  I could  not  be more proud of  our 
ac h iev emen ts ! .  v  - n  ■> si

C O A fC '

The .M o c k in g b i r d  C h ro n ic le s  is a q u a r t e r l y  p u b l i c a t i o n  of  t he  S ou th  P l a i ns  W i l d l i f e  R eh a b i l i t a t i o n  C e n t e r  ( SP W R C ) .  S PW RC  
is an a l l - v o l u n t e e r ,  5 0 1 (c ) 3  n o n - p r o f i t  o r g a n i z a t i o n  t ha t  ca r es  f o r  o r p ha n ed ,  i n j u r ed ,  i l l  and d i s p l a c ed  wi l d  a n im a l s  w i t h . t h e  
u l t i ma te  goa l  of  r e t u r n i ng  w i l d l i f e  to t h e i r  na t u ra l  h a b i t a t s .  S P W RC  ho lds  s t a t e  and f ed er a l  p e r m i t s  but  does  not  r ece i ve  
f un d in g  f rom any  r e g u l a t o r y  agency .  S P W R C o p e r a t i o n s  are m a i n t a i n e d  e n t i r e l y  t h r o ug h  the  s u p p o r t  of. p r i va te ,  d o na t i on s  
and v o l u n t e e r  se r v i ce ,  as S PW RC  s ta f f  are  no t  pa id .  D on a t i o n s  to S P WR C  are tax'  d e d u c t i b l e  to t he  e x t e n t  t he  l aw a l lows .

E X E C U T I V E  D I R E C T O R \  C a ro l  M i t c h e l l  M A N A GE R :  D e b b ie  Tennyson
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way to a
p laya lake
w h e r e
o the r
a v o c e t s
are
ga th e re d .

South Plains wildlife make local headlines
The summer  o f  2001 has been 

m em ora b le  to say the least ,  with 
wi ld l i fe  p laying s tar r ing role-S in a 
n u m b er  o f  s to r ie s  co ve re d  by 
South Pla ins  med ia  outlet's:
Storm Wreaks H avoc

On May-30, severe ra in,  high 
winds  and hai l  s torms ruined  
crops ,  f l ow erb eds  and ga rd ens ,  
and s t r i pped  many t rees  o f  leaves .  
Animals ,  espec ia l ly  young on.es, 
were hit  hardest." Relent les s  hail  
pe l ted  adults  as well .  Wildl ife  
Cen ter  M an ag er  Debbie  Tennyson 
r e co u n ted  that  th is  s to rm seemed  

' l i k e  a scpne out  o f  “T i t a n i c ” as 
vo lun tee r s  moved the C e n t e r ’s 
ou tdoor  animals  to safety.

A total  of  55 animal s .a r r ived  at 
the Center  the next  day, a number  , 
su rp a sse d  only  by a day in late 
May of  2000 when 5 8 aniiñals were' 
admi t ted  fo l lowing  a seyere hail  
storm.
Burrow ing  Owls S aved  From  
D e v e lo p m e n t  A c t i v i t y

Immedia té ly  fo l lowing the 
s torm,  SPWRC admit ted  eight  

j u v e n i l e  Burrowing  owls d isplaced 
by dev e lo p m e n t  ac t i v i ty  south  o f  
Lubbock .  The cons t ru c t i on

com pany  has  been . 
work ing  around the 
ac t ive  burrows,  which 
number 18-24.
However ;  af fected'  
b i rds  wi l l  need to be 
re lo cat ed  or admit ted  
to SPWRC. The owls - 
wi ll  even tua l ly  lose 
thei^ homes when 
nes.ting season  ends  
and fu r th e r  
co n s t r u c t io n  beg ins ,  
but Rob Lee,  specia l  Development  
agent  wi th. the U.S.  Fish  and 
Wildl i fe Service ,  hopes  other 
su i t ab le  hab i t a t . in  the county  can 
be p re se rv ed .  The owls at the 
Center  wi ll  be re leased  when they 
are capab le  o f  the i r  independence .
A local. Eagle Scout,  Nick Hall,  is 
work ing  on a p ro jec t  to crea te  
ar ti f ic ia l  burrows for th e .Cen te r’s 
admiss ions .
S P W R C  Takes in B obca ts  an 
D isp la y  at  L o ca l  Pe t  S to re  

A t rio o f  bobca t  k i t t ens  
became  the talk o f t  he town in late 

"«June when they were t r an s fer re d  
to SPWRC from a local  pet  store 

where  they were  on 
display .  The s tore 
owner  and Wildl ife  
Cen te r .Manage r  
P e b b i e  Tennyson 
ag reed  that  bobca ts  do 
not  make  good pets,  
and the two came to an 
ag reem en t  in the bes t  
i n te re s t s  o f  the cats.

_ The trio,  named 
“Heckyl l ,  Jeckyl l ,  and 
H y d e , ” wi l l  s tay at the 
Center  unti-1 they are 

re. ' abou t  f ive months  old

act iv i ty  d i sp laced these Burrowing owls,  

and ready for re lease .  The cats 
will  be re leased at a pr ivate ranch 
near Post,  Texas,  where they will 
once again  enj.oy thei r  freedom 
and life in the wi ld.  Many vis i tors  
at S P W R C ’s June 23 open house 
adm i t te d  a t t end ing  the event  out 
o f  cu r io s i ty  to see the cats.  
A m er ican  A vo ce t  R e lease  Makes  - 
Front  Page News

On July 22, the front page of  
the Lub bock  Avalanche-Journa- l  
fe a tu red  a photo o f  two ju v en i l e  
Amer ican  avocets  re leased  at a 
South Lubbock  playa  lake where  • 
o ther  avocets  were gathe red.

A couple from Brownfie ld  
b roug h t  the b i rds  to SPWRC when 
.the p laya  lake the b i rds  had 
inhab i t ed  dr ied  up. Sti l l  unab le  to 
fly, the bi rds were l i te ral ly 
s t randed.

This re le ase  was  ano ther  
enchanted moment  in SPWRC 
hi s tory ,  and a f i t t in g  end to-the 
s u m m e r ’s media  coverage.  The 
succes s fu l  re h ab i l i t a t i o n  and 
re lease o f  wi ld l i fe  is our u l t imate 
goal ,  and we are g ra te fu l  to be par t  
o f  a co m m uni ty  that  va lues  
wi ld l i f e  and our seryices!



News and notes

Caro l  M i t che l l  and Debb ie  T en ny son -ac ce p t  a $1 ,500 
g ran t  f r om Xcel  Ene rgy  Founda t i on .

S u m m e r  B B Q  r a i se s  $2,  730 f o r  S P W R C
Old f r iends  and new a t t ended a BBQ fu ndra i se r  at the 
County  Line  r e s ta u ran t  on A ug us t  3. More than 100 
peo p le  a t t en d ed  the event ,  which was spon so red  by 
the Lubbo-ck A pa r tm e n t  Assoc ia t i on .  Folks  en joyed  
de l i c io us  food,  and music  by Bo Garza.  Thanks  to 
hos ts  Tracy Barden,  Dalla Guerrerr i  and Kym Ruiz of  
the  Cou nty  Line  for mak ing  this event  a success!

S P W R C  r e c e i v e s  e d u c a t i o n  p r o g r a m  g r a n t
Xcel  Energy Founda t ion  awarded SPWRC a $1,500 - 
grant  to p re sen t  env i ro n m e n ta l  .educat ion p rograms  
to 10 Lubbock schools  in 200T-2002.  These programs 
wi ll  emphasize  the impor tance  o f  wi ld l i fe  as a natura l  
r e sou rc e ,  and wi l l  g ive  s tuden t s  the o p p o r tu n i ty  to 
vipw S P W R C ’s educat ional  animals.

C h a m b e r  h e l p s  c e l e b r a t e  c o m p l e t i o n  o f  
S P W R C ’s n e w b u i l d i n g
Lubbock Cham ber  o f  Commerce  am bassadors  j oined 
SPWRC Board members  and vo lun teer s  for an off ic ia l  
“ r ibb on  c u t t i n g ” .ceremony on July 20 to ce le b ra te  the 
com plet ion of  the C e n t e r ’s new bui lding- Xcel  Energy 
F o u n d a t io n  also p r e s e n t e d  the C e n t e r ’s ed u c a t io n a l  
prog ram grant  at the event .  • •

Open H o u s e  a t t r a c t s  r e c o r d  c r o w d
. More than 1,500 peop le  v is i ted  the Wildl ife  C e n t e r ’s 
Open House on June 2 3, a reco rd  num ber  o f  v is i to r s  at 
this annua l  event .  In add i t ion  to vac a t io n e r s  from 
Flor ida,  New Jersey and Oklahoma,  21 South Plains  
com mun i t i e s  were re p re sen ted ,  and donat ions  for the 
d a y t o t a l e d o v e r $ l , 5 0 0 !  A var ie ty  o f  species  c o u l d b e  
observed ,  i nc lud ing many song bi rds ,  deer  fawns,  
three bobca t  k i t tens ,  e ight  j u v en i l e  Burrowing owls,  
American kes t re l  chicks, and a hawk chick that  was 
recent ly  ident i f i ed  as a S w a i n s o n ’s hawk.

S t a t e  w a r d e n s  a t t e n d  r e g i o n a l  m e e t i n g
Wildl i fe Center  Manager 'Debb ie  Tennyson presented 

■ a sess ion on capture ,  care and re s t ra in t  of  wi ldl ife,  
for s tate game wardens  on July 25. The wardens  were 
v is i t ing  the .Lubbock off ice o f  Texas Parks  and 
Wildl i fe  for a regional  conference .

L i b r a r i a n s  r a i s e  f u n d s  f o r  C e n te r
The s t a f f  at Godeke Libra ry  p r e s e n t e d  the Wildli fe  
Center  wi th a check for $2 1 7 on July  11. Librarians- 
have r a is ed  seve ra l  th o u san d  do l l ar s  over  the years  
by se l l ing  bags  o f  gra in  for 25 cents  so the publ ic  
can feed the  ducks  on the ad jacen t  p l aya  lake.

J i m E p p l e r  to p a i n t  w i l d l i f e  m u r a l s
Lubbock artist Jim .Eppler will 'create a panel of wildlife 
murals for SPWRC’s front fence. This project will be 
sponsored by longtime Wildlife Center supporters 

j Marcy and Terry Taylor, '

E x x o n  M o b i l  Corp.  s u p p o r t s  T T U  in t e rn
For every 20 hours that  Wildl ife Center intern Mel issa 
Baird works,  the Wildl ife Center will  recieve $500.00 
through a program with Exxon Mobil  Corporation.  
Mel issa is a Texas Tech s tudent  studing under Dr. Lew 
Densmore.  "

S P W R C  B o a r d  p o s i t i o n s  a n n o u n c e d
The Wildlife Center welcomes Mrs. Willie Haragan'as 
the newest member o'f .our Board of Directors.  Officers 
for the next year include Gyna Cole, president;  Jill 
Haukos,  vice president;  Pat Harris,  t reasurer;  and Dr. 
Mark Wallace, secretary. Other Board members include 
Christ ie Bi ll ing; Dr. Lou Densmore,  Dr. Larry Farley, 
t)r. Mike Hooper,  Karen McDonald and Robin Parks. 
Advisors include Rob Lee, Norman Orr, Ed Price and 
Leanna Smith-..We would alscrlike to welcome Dr. Tim 
Polk to the veter inary s taff  at Animal Medical Center. 
AMC vets Dr. Roger Freund, Dr. Larry Farley and Dr. 
Lane Preston have volunteered their services for many '
years,  and we look forward to working with Dr. Polk.

\ *

H a u n t e d  F a r m  o p e ns  Oct .  '26
Mark your  ca lendar  and plan on bringing a date to 
S PW RC ’s second annual  “H aun ted .Farm!” The event 
wi ll  take place Fr iday and Saturday,  Oct. 26 - 27 as 
well  as Hal loween night,  Wednesday,  Oct. 31. The 
cost  will  be $5. Admiss ion is Tree for.children a'ge 8 
and younger ;  SPWRC will -offer a separa te  area where 
young chi ldren can meet  the educat ional  animals and 
enjoy age-appropr ia te  enter ta inment .  Volunteers and 
sponsors  are still  needed for this fundraise r  in 
addi t ion to suppl ies ,  inc luding heavy duty dining 
canopies .  If  y o u ’d like to help,  p lease contact  Debbie 
Tennyson at 806-799-2142.



Fawns spotted on Wildlife Center grounds
V o l u n t e e r s a n d  sup po r t er s  

ca nno t  help  but  fancy  the fawns 
admit ted  to the Wildl i fe  Center  
each summer.

* We cpred for our  f i rs t  fawn on 
June 8 af ter . i t s  tai l  was caugh t  in 
a com bine ,  and as o f  A u g u s t  3, a 
t o t a l  o f  1 0 fawns had been 
adm i t te d  to the Cen ter  for var ious  
r e a so n s .

These  beaut i fu l  
and ca p t iv a t i n g  
cr ea tu re s  requi re  a 
specia l  d ie t  and 
careful
rehabi l i t a t ion  foY 
su cc es s fu l  re lease  
back to the wild.
Well -meaning folks,  
who find or ph aned or in jur ed  
fawns som et im es  a t tempt  to 
“h e l p ” the animals  by feeding  
them c o w ’s milk or other 
i n ap p ro p r ia te  foods .  N e v e r  feed a 
wi ld cr ea ture  w i thout  con sul t ing

a wi ldl ife  rehabi l i ta tor  
f i rst ;  the ef fec ts  o f  an 
improper  diet  c-an be 
i rreversible.  - 
• W e’d lik-e to extend 

a spec ia l  t hank  you to 
Sue Ltill and her family 
for t r ave l in g  to the 
Wildl ife Center from

Mofton,
Texas 
se-veral 
t imes  a 
month
to de l iver  f resh  ' 
f rozen g o a t ’s mi lk 
for our fawns.  The 
g en e ro s i ty  
e x p r e s s ed  by the 

Hill family and the C e n t e r ’s many 
sup po r t er s  makes  it poss ib le  for 
us to g ive  these  c rea tu re s .a  
second chance  at l ife.  The. fawns 
.will ' return the w-il-d this fall  when 
they are ready  for re lease .

Catch of  the day Aviary  bui ld ing rep lacem ent  
pro jec t  s chedu led  for  fal l  2001

The Wildli fe  Center  is exdi ted  to replace  our d i lapidated  
aviary bu i ld ing wi th a larger,  more-versat i le faci l i ty this fall. 
Lu bbock  a rch i t ec t  Don J>avis has drawn up the p lans ,  and we 
expect  co n s t ru c t i o n  to begin  around October , .when the old 
bu i ld ing  is no’ longer  in use by summer  re hab i l i ta t ion  animals.

A hal fw ay  house  o f s o r t s ,  the avia ry  bu i ld in g  is the next  step 
o f  rehab i l i ta t ion  for bi rds and some mamrhals af ter  they leave thei r 
ar t i f ic ia l  cup-nes ts ,  incuba to rs  and cages  in our main work area. 
Here they spend severa l  days  or even weeks  away from people  
and the watchfu l  eye o f  volun tee rs .  They can fly, c l imb,  seek 
shel ter ,  eat  independen t ly  and exper ien ce  n ight  and day, 
inc lement  weather ,  and even lawnmowers .  This tem porary  habi t a t  
is enhanced  w i t h n a t u r a l  b ranches  and perches ,  pools  and hiding 
places .  Ha tches  can be opened or pl.osed, a l lowing  those that  are 
ready  for  re lease  access  to the ou tdoors  dur ing  d ay l igh t  hours.

The.new aviary  wi l l  be larger  to house more  songb irds  and 
mammals  and bet t er  condi t ion  them for re lease.  The 1,350 square 

. foot  fac i l i ty  will  also be more ver sa t i le  and eas ier  to clean,  with 
washable  concre te  f loors  and 11 in tercor tnected  rooms that  will  
accommodate  a lmost  any species  we might  admit.

P roceeds  from this y e a r ’s fundrai s in g  events  in addi t ion  to 
sum m er  donat ions  not  needed for opera t iona l  expenses  wi ll  be 
used to beg in  co n s t ru c t io n .  We wi l l  con t inue  to accep t  funds  and 
v o lun tee r  services  to complete  the pro jec t ,  however .  I f  y o u ’d like 
to help out,  p lease contact  Carol  Mitchel l  at 806-745-8120.



E n c h a n t e d  M o m e n t s :
S n a p s h o t s  of the wi ld l ives  t h a t  c ont i nu e  
to i nsp i re  S P W R C ’s s erv ice  and  s u c c e s s

The spr ing and summer  months  are the bus ies t  t ime o f  yea r  at the Wildl i fe  
Center ,  and it appears  we wi l l  break our annual  record  for the total  n u m b e r  of  
admiss ion s  once again.  At pres s  t ime, the Center  admit ted  j u s t  over 1,300 
animals  in 2001 and re leas ed  rough ly  two out o f  every  three animals  cared for.

Dur ing the' summer ,  many species 
of  animals  are cons tan t ly  being 
admit ted  and re leased,  from 
so n g b i rd s  to many spec ie s  o f  
mammals .  Ten deer fawns
have come from Lamesa,  • _
Andrews ,  C larendon,  . j
Ab i len e  and e lsewhere .
Scores  o f  songb i rd s  ar r iv e  -
weekly ,  .and as o ther s  ■ "
become se l f - feed ing ,  they ' ' .
are re leas ed .  Many Blue
jays, ,  doves ,  k ingb i rd s ,  ^
rob ins ,  m o ck ingb i rds  and
.others are re le ased  weekly .  _ ,
A n um ber  o f  barn  owls  have 
been  g iven  a sec ond  
chance  at f r eedom as well .
Back-up feed ing  for b i rds  • , '
is prov ided  well, into '  '
September ,  unt i l  the
v a r io us  spec ie s  are ' . ,
p ro f ic ie n t  at f inding  thei r  
na tu ra l  food sources .

D esp i t e  the May 30 
ha i l s torm wiping out  many 

'a re a  M iss is s ipp i  k i tes ,  1 8
y o u n g s t e r s  were  at the ' . . .  ,• ’
Wildl ife Center  by mid-July.
Al l are hea l thy  and wi l l  be. 
r e l e a s e d  in Augus t .

Numerous  mammals  have also 
been r e le a sed  into ap p r o p r ia te  
habi ta ts ,  i nc l ud ing g roun d squ ir r e ls ,  
j a c k r a b b i t s  and co t to n ta i l s ,  skunks ,  
r a ccoons  and opos sums .

With each pa s s ing  ye'ar, it is c l ea r  the
Wild l i fe  C en te r  is ach ie v ing  our goals  and s t aying  t rue  to our  tw o-f o ld  mission:  
to p ro vide  hum ane  care and re hab i l i t a t i o n  to orp haned ,  i l l ,  i n jured and 
di sp lace d  wi ld l i f e  wi th the u l t im ate  goal  o f  r e leas ing  these .animals back into the 
wi ld;  and to p ro v ide  en v i ro n m en ta l  educat ion  us ing  a ra t i ona l  ap p roach  to 
app r ec i a t i o n  and con se rv a t io n  o f  nat u ra l  re sou rc es  for fu ture  gene ra t ions .  Wild 
animals  of ten  come th ro ugh  our doors as a re su l t  o f  con f l i c ts .w i th  humans ,  and 
it is our duty to give them a second chance  at l i fe.  You neve r  know when y o u ’ll 
ex p e r ien ce  an en ch an ted  m om en t  of-your own as you observe  the so ngb i rd s  in 
your  yard ,  a hawk c i rc l ing  ove rhead ,  or a l izard  en joy ing  the sun. And i t ’s 
pos s ib le  tha t  the wi ld l i f e  you observe  spent  some t ime at SPWRC!

SPWRC 
depends  on 
community  
for s u ppo r t
- When we meet  

fo lks for the f i rs t  
t ime,  they often  say,
“ I neve r  knew the 
Wildl ife  Center  was 
h è r e . ” But  even 
people  who know 
about  SPWRC do not  
know the Center  is 
an a l l - v o l u n t e e r ,
501 (c)3 non-prof i t  
organizat ion .  That  
means  all dona t ions  
are tax -d educt ib le  to - 
the extent  the law 
a l lows,  and because  
no one r ece ives  a 
salary ,  con tr ibu t ions  
d i r ec t ly  suppo r t  
wi ldl ife care.

The Cen ter  holds  
both  s tate  and federa l  
wi ldl ife rehabi l i tat ion  
permits ,  but  receives  
no funds  from ei ther  
r egu la to ry  agency.  In 
shor t ,  we depend  on 
the gene ro us  supp or t  
o f  the com mun i ty  to 
keep our doors  open.  
D ona t ions ,  grants ,  
fu n d r a i s in g  events ,  
Center  memberships  
and env iro nm enta l  
educat ion  progr am s  
fund our services .

'We are proud  of  
the work that  we do, 
and wi th every 
enchant ed  mom en t  • 
tha t  pa s se s ,  we feel  
lucky to have the 
pr iv i lege  of  working 
wi th South Pla ins 
wi ldl ife ,  a t reasured 
natu ra l  re sou rc e .

7
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Young op oss um s  a r e c o m m o n l y  adm i t t ed  in sp r i ng and 
summer ,  but  it i s n ’ t eve ry  day tha t  t h e 'C e n t e r  ca res  f or  
a m o th e r  oposs um  wi th  bab ies ! Th i s  t r io  of  bobc a t  k i t t ens  was the s tar  a t t r ac t i on  at the 

W i l d l i f e  C e n t e r ’ s s um m e r  open house.

i/0~m/e/wty a/r e/ th/e/ fu/eA/ th/cot Toe/e/py wy fycrO wfy, w  Oth/ 
c/d/tOov\s ct/wd/ c/om/wi/Otm/e/n/t ytrcrw^e/r th/a/w e/ve/r.

i n g b i r d  C h r o n i c l e s

SPWRC has cared fo r  and re leas ed  11 B la c k -c ro wn ed  n igh t  he rons 
dur ing the su m n ie n m o n th s .
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Volunteer  S p o t l i g h t :  A n g i e  & B r e n t  Wi lk ins

“Dynamic duo” share passion for wildlife
Brent  and Angie  Wilkins ,  

vo lun teer s  since 1999, are as 
te r r i f ic  ind iv idua l ly  as ' they are as 
a team.  They bat t le  the heat ,  rain,  
wind and hai l  to care for South 
Pla ins  wi ld l i f e ,  and they do this 
along wi th thei r  ful l - t jme. jobs .  '

B rent  is the  lawn and ga rd en  
m anage r  at Sears ,  and Angie  is 
the manager  o f  Bus ter  B r o w n ’s 
shoe s tore .  Even wi th  busy 
ca ree rs  and pe r sona l  l ives ,  this 
dynamic  duo v o lu n tee r  many 
hours  each week.

Brent  grew up in Lub bock  and 
Pla ins ,  Texas and g raduated  from 
Frenship  High School before 
a t tend ing South Pla ins  Col lege  in 
L eve l la nd.  At the Center ,  he has 
en joyed  making-new fr iends  and 
lea rn ing  to t rea t  and care for- 
in ju red animals .  He has also 
d e v e lo p e d  a p a s s io n  for ra ptor s .

The f i rst  t ime he held  our 
Golden eagle., Sierra ,  he felt  a 
f lood  of  emo t ion  from being close 
to an animal  so beaut i fu l -and

powerful .  Brent  enjoys  working 
wi th Sier ra  and the_C.enter’s o ther 
educat ional  animals ,  whe the r  
feeding,  t ra in ing  or even c leaning  
up af ter  them.  C.C.,  a young Bald 
eagle'arid our newest  wi ld l i fe  
am bassador ,  is unde r  B r e n t ’s care 
and is his favor i te .

Wife Angie ,  on the o ther  
hand,  en joys  the 'd ee r  fawns the 
most .  One fawn in par t i cu la r  won 
her hea r t  las t year:  “ M i c k e y ” the 
Mule  deer.  She says ,  “ loading  him

into  the t ra i ler - for re l ease  was 
hea r t  w ren ch in g  and jo y fu l  at thje 
same time1.”

Angie  a t t en d e d  school  in the 
Dal las  area where she grew up.  , 
She moved to L ubbo ck  to fu r th e r  
her  educ at ion  at Texas Tech 
Univers i ty .  Her fi rs t  love is 
ed uca t ion ,  and she is now 
act ive ly  invo lved in the C e n t e r ’s 
en v i ro nm en ta l  educ at ion out reach  
programs.  She bel ieves  nat ive 
wi ld l i fe  and its role in the 
env ironm ent  is a cr i t ica l  i ssue and"fc
she enjoys  ed uca t ing  others  
about  it!

Bren t  and Angie  share  many 
memories  o f  cer ta in  animals  and 
re scues  they have em barked  on 
together .  Someday,  they hope to - 
es tab l ish  thei r  own-wildl ife 
rehab i l i ta t ion  faci l i ty in New 
Mexico or Colorado.  In. the 
meant ime,  SPWRC and its furry 
and fe a t hered  are the r i cher  for 
hav ing them in our l ives!

, - -Debbie  Tennyson

S p e c  ies  p r o  f i l e :  B u r r o w i n g  o w l  (A t h e n e  c u n i c u l a r i a )

H a b i t a t  l o s s  t h r e a t e n s  a W e s t  T e x a s f a v o r i t e
Burrowing 

owls res ide  
and b r e e d . 
acro-ss 
g r a s s l a n d  
r e g io ns  o f  the 
U . S , a n d  
Canada.  The 
Lat in word 
c u n i c u l a r i u s  
means “m in e ” 
or “m ine r , ’ban 
appr opr ia t e  
desc r ip t ion fo: 
its hom e 'u nde rg ro und .

Adu l t s  have a fo und  head  and 
no ear tufts.  The i r  exp re ss ive  
faces have ye l low  eyes  and whi te  
eyebrows.  Long legs cha rac te r i ze  
the o w l ’s s lender ,  robin- s i zed  
body,  wh ich  re aches  a hei gh t  o f  
8.5 to 11 infches in adul thood.  In 
f l ight ,  these  owls appear  larger

than they rea l ly  are,  wi th  a 
wings pan  o f 2 0  to 24 inches ,

In most  r ap to r  species ,  males  
are the sm al le r  o f  the two sexes ; 
however,  male Burrowing  owls are. 
la rge r  and heavie r  than females .  
Females  are often darker  in color.
- Thes e  owls  nes t  u n d e r g r o u n d  
in aba n d o n ed  bu rr ow s  dug b.y 
mammals  — or i f  soil  condi t ions  
a l low— they wi ll  dig thei r  own 
bur ro ws .  Both  sexes p re pa re  the , 
b u rr ow  for  nes t ing  us ing feet ,  
beaks  and wings  to remove dirt .  
Dry mater ia l s  as well  as l ives tock  
dung l ine  the nes t ;  the  dung may • 
be us.ed to a t t ra c t  dung bee t l e s  . 
tha t  the owls eat,  as well  as help 
to mask odors  p ro d u c ed  by the _ 
owls,  making detec t ion more 
d i f f i cul t  for predators .

Bee t l es  and g r a s sh o p p e r s  
make up a s ign i f i can t  por t i on  o f

thei r diet; small  mammals,  
inc lud ing mice,  rats and g ro u n d '  
squir re ls ,  are also impor tant  
foods .  Other  prey  includes  
rep t i l es  and amphib ians ,  
s co r p io n s ,  young  co t to n ta i l s ,  
bats and smal l  bi rds.

Bur rowing  owl's are l i s ted  as 
endangere d ,  th rea ten ed ,  or a 
“ spec ies  o f  spec ia l  c o n c e r n ” in 
many s ta t es  and Canad ia n 
p rovinces ,  p r imar i ly  due to 
hab i t a t  loss.  D ev e lo p m en t  is a 
g rowing p ro b lem for this species  
in West  Texas.  Ear l ie r  this , 
summer,  the 'Wildl ife Center '  
admit ted  eight ju ven i l e  Burrowing 
owls removed from a deve lop ing 
area south  o f  Lubbock .  The owls 
( in c l ud ing  the one pi c tu re d  here) 
are being ra ised  at the Wildl i fe 
Center  and will  be re leased  later  
this summer.

a b i rd who makes
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Education programs reach diverse audiences
Environmental  

ed u c a t io n  is par t  o f  the 
Wildli fe C e n t e r ’s two-fold 
miss ion,  and the Center  
has  p re s en t ed  more  than 
25 prog rams  to var ious  
organ iz a t ions  this year.

Most  recent ly ,
.SPWRC ho sted  p rograms 
for the Ci ty of  Ral ls 
C h i ld ren ’s Camp,
C ri t te f f e s t  at the Science  
Spect rum,  Crosby County 
4-H Counci l,  Godeke 
Library,  St roke Pat ients 
Civic  Club and the Scope 
o f  Science  Careers ' for  
Girls program at Texas for a b o u t 9 0  ch i ldren and 
Tech Univer s i ty .  adul ts  as-part  o f  a

Execut ive  Director  “K a le id o s c o p e” program
Carol  Mitchel l  also- held  at two Lubbock
co nduc te d  a p r e s e n t a t i o n  schoo l  loca t ion s .  For  
at l ies  E lem entary  School seve ra l  weeks  p r i o r  to

the progTam, s tudents  
fi-lled a “n e s t ” wi th 
suppl ies  the Wildli fe  
Cen te r  a lways  needs .  
The nes t  was. a baby 
wading pool  covered

with brown pape r  and 
f i l led  wi th t i ssues ,  baby 
f o o d , b i r d  s e e d ,p e c a n s ,  
de t e rgen t ,  baby bl anke ts  

. and other useful  i tems.
Movie  goers  have, 

even had the chance  to 
experience wi ldl ife up 
c lose  and per sona l  this 

.summer. Volunteers were 
.1 on hand for the opening 

o f  “ Jurassic-Park I I I ” 'at 
Movies  16 to promote  

- the impor tance  of  South 
Plains wildlife.

As tire year
progresses ,  SPWRC will;  
cont inue  its out reach 
p rograms,  us ing a 
ra t iona l  approach  to 
conse rv at ion  of  natura l  
r e sou rces  for fu ture 
gene ra t ions .

If y o u ’ve been mean ing  to 
renew your  m em ber sh ip ,  
adopt  your  fa vor i te  wi ld l i fe  
am ba ssa do r ,  or s imp l y  send  
a dona t ion ,  p leas e  d o n ’t 
delay.  Turn to page 11, 
co mp le t e  the form and send  
your  co n t r i b u t io n  today.  
B ecause  SPWRC is an a l l 
v o lu n te e r  o rg an iza t io n ,  
your  gi f t  wi l l  d i rec t l y  su ppor t  
wi ld l i f e  care.  Thank  you!

" — s on Nature b y  R o c h e l l e  M a s o n

The B L A C K -C A P PE D  VIREO
(Vireo a t r icapi l lus) - is  an ac tive  4 ° inch songbi rd  with 
white “ sp e c ta c l e s ” and yel low wing bars.  The male has a 
j e t  b lack head wi th g reeWgray color ing a b o v e a n d  whi t i sh  
underpar ts .  The f e m a l e ’s more camouflage  coloring,is gray 
wi th g re en i sh -y e l low  underp ar t s .  This vi reo feeds  most ly  , 
on insec ts  found, in d w ar f  oak w oodland and th icke t  
habi ta t s  in rugged ter ra in .  Nest ing  occurs  in the summer  
from centra l  Oklahoma to wjest and centra l  Texas.  ✓  
Winter ing  grounds  are in Mexico.  B rown-h eaded  cowbirds  
which  t r ick o ther  bi rd species^ into ra is ing  thei r  young  are 
the main  th rea t  to the v i r e o ’s p o p u la t io n s .  A dona t ion  of  
your  t ime or money to a nature  co n se rv a t io n  o rgan iz a t ion  
wi l l  not  only help  save this en d angere d  v i r e o ’s .habi ta ts 
but  aid ef for ts  to con tro l  the pa ras i t i c  cowbirds' .

Co p y r ig h t  1999-2001 by e n d a n g e re d  sp e c i e s  ar t i s t  
R o ch e l l e  Maso n  www.rmason f inear t s . com■ (808)  985-7311
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A c k n o w l e d g m e n t s
S 1.500
Xcel  Energy  Fo u nd a t io n

$400 - $600
Lisa & Trav is  Brus te r  
Ruth Can t re l l  
Dr. '& Mrs.  David  Close  
Bil l  & Ma rga re t  Couch  
Greg Ell i s  
Kathy  P h i l l ip s

$100 - $399
The Randy  And rew s  Fami ly  
Ma r i lyn  & J im Bl as in ga me  
J e r e m y  Borge r  
JoAnn  & Thame Chap ma n  
Godek e  L ib r a ry  
Ma rg a re t  and Pe r ry  Lock e t t  
L ub bo ck  A p ar tm e n t  Assoc .  
Ca th e r in e  Ronaghan. ,  M.D. ,  

vand Bi l l  N o l an  
Dr. & Mrs.  Bi l ly  Sealy

' $50 - $99
Car re  Avian
Jan ice  & Paul  Beach  '■ 
M oi s e l l e  Bruns ,  B ro ken  M 
Q ua r t e r  Horses  
Pen ny  Edw ards  
Jan ie & Sonny  F lo res  
Be t ty  & Joe Furno  
L inda  & Dan  G i l l e sp ie  
L i sa  & Lar ry  G i l l i l an d  
Char le s  & Ann Hagberg  
Mr. & Mrs.  R ob er t  Hoeh ne  
Kel ly  & A nd rea  Ki t t en  
-Joyce Komk ov  
Joyce  L i se nby  
L ubb ock  N a t io na l  Bank 
Mars ha  M ah ur i n  
Cindy  May er  
Ca r l a  & Brad  Moran  
Rob in  & Don Parks  
Jan e t  Rauch
Georg ia  & Richa rd  Rohle r '  
Barba ra  & Michae l  Stephens  
L isa  & Dav id  Wood 
L inda & Gary W o od ru f f

$15 - $49
Laura  Adolph  
Toni Arne t t  
The Atma n  F o un da t io n  
Tracy & Terry Baugh  
Mrs.- R.E.  Be rna rd  
Amy & John  Ber ry  
Lar ry  B lan ton  
Caro l  Bor re t t  
Caro l  Bos t i ck  
Nancy  Bronwel l  
Bruce Ca l l endar

$15 - $49.  c o n t ’d
Lori Beth & William Campbell 
T immie  Campbel l  
Toni Chr i s t i an  
John  Clarke 
M el ind a  Cook 
Karen  Cox 
Barba ra  Davis  
Laura & Richa rd  Davis  
Dr. Cami l le  DeBel l  
L inda  Dunn 
Dana  & Otis  El l i s  
Ma rgu er i t e  Fal lon 
Lee & Lu layne  Fer ris  
L inda  & Dan  Gi l l e sp ie  
Da l l a  Guer r i e r i  
Sandy & Bi l ly  Hall  
Dr. Howard and Deni se  Head 
Je n n i fe r  & Pa t r i c k  I ri sh 

.Cody & Vicki  Kauf fman  
M a r l e ne  Leiby 
Jean  & Alex L indt  
Dor i s  Love
Jud i th  & E dw ard  Mar t in  
L inda  & Paul  Ma rsh a l l  
D ebo rah  Maso od  
Jacque l ine  & James McGrath 
Tom Nea l ,  DVM 
Bev er ly  Ode l l  
G len da  Per ry  ~
Joe P ix le r
D ea nn a  Poarch
Lora  P rice
Joan Quebe
Debor ah  Rol l ins
M.E.  & C.F,  R os e t t a
Sandy  Shannon
Chr is  & Wi l l i am Shaver
Mr. &-Mrs.  Truman  She l ton
El iz ab e th  S hep par d  &
Char les  A dd ing ton
Ri chard  Sho wkie r
Dr. Paul  & Jean  Simmons-
Dr. Cuthbert & Diane Simpkins
South P la in s  A ss o c ia t i o n  o f
Governments
Jim Stanton & Denise Newsome 
Roy S tapp 
Je r ry  Toml inson  
Meg an  Van Mete r  
M y r t l e  & Bob Veach 
Cl eo pa t ra  Verven - 
Dr. Khahn  & Dawn Vu 
Caro l  & Kyle  WargQ 
Helen  & Paul  Wenthold .

Sup pl ies  and Serv ices
Animal  Me dica l  Ce n te r  
L i l l ian  Argazhi  
Mike  Barb ian  
Kathy  and Paul  Beac h

Supplies and Services,  cont’d
Kris  Bertho-ld 
Ch r i s t i e  & John Bi l l ing  
Kathy  Bi ' rkenfeld 
Dr. Cl in t  Boal  
Dav id  But l e r  
B lu eb o n n e t  Feed 
Cat and Bird Clinic of  Lubbdck 
Deborah  Cl ine 
Dr. and JVIrs. Dav id  Close  
R od ne y  D ick en son  
The Door  

. She l ly  E l l i son 
Lar ry  Far l ey  
Rick and Je nny  F lores  
Gir l  Scout  Troop  # 55 
T ina  Graves  
Ma rg a re t  Ham i l ton  
P h o t o g r a p h y  
Guy Har t  
J im and Pat  Har r i s  
Bob & Cindy  Hea ld  
Ev ere t t  Herman  
Sue Hil l  & Fami ly  

- Tanya Ho,
Pat  H o l l i n gw o r t h  

. Dr. W.A. Horn 
Ruth  Hu tch in gs  
Anet  Jo ac h im  .
Kay l a  Ki p ley  
•KAMC-TV 
K C B D - T V  
K L B K -T V  
Rob Lee
L u bbo ck  A v a l an che -J ou rna l
Duane Lucia
Karen  Mar t in
Caro l  Mitche l l
Bry an  Mudd
Mary  Neal
Gene  and Deb Or t iz
M e l in da  Parke r
Mich ae l  Parks
Robin  Parks
R ob er t  P e rk ins  '
D. Alan Pete r s
Pet s  Plus
Kathy  P h i l l ip s
Bi l l  P ier son
Terr i  P res ton
Vi rg in ia  & Casey  Rau th
Mar l a  R i dd lespuxger
Joe Bi l l  Rogers
Jason Roland
SAS Supp ly  C om pan y
Bet ty  Sc ruggs
Br i t t an y  & Ba i l e y  Smi th
Lean na  Smith
Jim Stanton & Denise Newsome 
SPWRC Volun tee rs  
Jane S tuar t

Supplies and Services,  cont’d
Kathy Suchy  & Jancy  Je s t e r
Debb ie ,  R ick and Josh
T e n n y so n
Bil l  Van Pel t
My r t l e  & Bob  Veach
Mark  & Janet  Wal lace
K im b e r l y  We a t he r fo r d
M el i s s a  Wi lbo rn
Angie  and Bren t  Wi lkins
Laura  and Todd Winans

Adopt ions

Mary Asbell & Allan MacKenzie 
ad op te d  Fifi .

"Ka thryn  N o r t h c u t t  adop ted  
Maddie for Adrienne Pyeat t .

Dr. & Mrs.  Joh a ns so n  
Cord ero  ad op te d  Fri tz  for  
Je f f rey  Cordero .

Max and Alza da  Malone 
adop ted  Bobby .  ,

Gi f ts  tq Honor
Ma r jo r i e  & Lee Mann ing  
s.ent a gi f t  in honor  o f  Liz 
Rylander .

Mars ha  & Roge r  Polen gave 
a gi f t  for  Jes s i ca  B i rchum.

M e m o r ia l s
Gerene  Rowe gave a gi f t  in 
mem ory  o f  “M ik i e , ” beloved  
Chihuahua of  Jean & Ellis Ivey.

Carol Mitchell’s first inspiration 
into the world o f  birds,  Clara 
LUckenbach of Allentown, Penn., 
di ed  in May 2001 at the age 
o f 91. A n a v i d b i r d e r f o r o v e r  
75 yea rs ,  Cla ra  had been on, 
more than 45 consecutive annual 
C h r i s t ma s  Bi rd  Coun ts .

A Note f rom the Dire c tor
D ur i ng  thè sp r in g  and 
su mm er  months ,  the 
Wi ld l i f e  Ce n te r  is a 
w h i r lw in d  o f  ac t i v i ty  wi th 
phone  ca l l s ,  ad m iss ion s ,  
and emergenc ies ,  15 hours  a 
day.  I f  we have-o ver loo ked  
yo u r  g i f t  i na dv er t en t ly ,  
k i n d ly  acc ep t  oar apo log ie s  
and  p l e a s e  ca l l  or e -ma i l  
the Ce n ter  at  799-2142 or  
s p w r c @ h u b . o f t h e . n e t , and  
y o u r  name  wi l l  be inc lu d ed  
in our  next  newslet te r .

mailto:spwrc@hub.ofthe.net


- T h e  M o c k i n g b i r d  C h r o n i c l e s -

Need a meaningful  g i f t  f o r  a f r i e n d  or loved one?
Consider “adopting” a SPWRC wildl ife  ambassador or giving  
a gift to honor or remember friends, colleagues,  or family  
members.  Gifts o f  $20 or more include a one-year  
subscript ion to The M o c k in g b i rd  C h r o n ic l e s . All  recipients  
will  be notified with a personalized announcement from Carol 
Mitchell ,  SPWRC executive  director. Your gift will  help give  
wildl ife  a second chance at life! All donations are tax 
deductible to the extent the law allows.

S i e r r a
G ol de n Eagle  

S 5 0

■ P e r c y
American White Pelican 

$ 5 0

E m p r e s s '  
P e r e g r i n e  Fa l co n 

$ 4 0

F r i t z  
Gr ay  Fox 

$40

B ubo  2
Gr ea t  Hor n ed  Owl  

$4  0 "

B o b by  
B o b c a t  

$40

H a r r i s
H a r r i s ’s Ha wk  

$ 3 0

■ M a r  d i g a n  
Re d - t a i l e d  Ha wk 

$ 3 0

J a s p e r  1 F e s t u s  ’ F i f i
C o m m o n  Bail i  Owl  T ur key  Vul tu r e  S t r iped  Sk unk

$3  0 $3 0 ' '  $.3 0 '

Bandit
R a c c o o n

$ 3 0

M a d  d i  e
A m e r i ca n  Kest re l  

$ 2 0

'  L o u i e  
Eas te rn  Screech Owl 

$ 2 0

Your  n a m e :
t

O r g a n i z a t i o n  o r  g r o u p : .  
Address:  - .
S t a t e : ______  Zip : j  

C i ty : .
P h o n e : .

□  I ’d l i ke  to s u p p o r t  SPWRC by a d o p t i n g  a w i l d l i f e  a m b a s s a d o r ( s ) :  
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ :_ _ _ _ _ _ _ :_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ ' T o t a l : _ _ _ _ _ _

□ of t h i s  c o n t r i b u t i o n  is a -gift  for :  □  M e m b e r s h i p

I ’d like to support SPWRC with a 
membership donation at this level:
□  B e n e f a c t o r

OoLTV

□  P a t r o n $100
□  S u p p o r t i n g  M e m b e r $50
Q  O r g a n i z a t i o n  o r  G r o u p $30
□  f a m i l y  M e m b e r s h i p $25
□  i n d i v i d u a l  M e m b e r s h i p $20 .
□  S t u d e n t  o r  S e n i o r  C i t i z e n $1‘5

□  Gi f t  i n  h o n o r / m e m o r y ' o f :  _ 
N a m e :  _ ______ Address:

Please acknowledge to:

. . o f  t h i s  c o n t r i b u t i o n ' s  a  g i f t  for :
□  Gi f t  i n  h o n o r / m e m o r y o f : . 
N a m e :  ■ , Address:

□  o f  t h i s  ç o n t r i b i
□  Gi f t  i n  h o n o r / m e m o r y  o f : . 
N a m e : - Address:

r: □  M e m b e r s h i p □  A d o p t i o n  of:
Please acknowledge to:

r: □  M e m b e r s h i p □  A d o p t i o n  of:-
Please acknowledge to:

. ■ - . ■

L
Mail form for Carol Mitchell, c/o SPWRC • 3101 77th St. • Lubbock, TX 79423 ( m a ke  checks payable  to SPWRC)
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Surrogate  program f i l ls important  niche at SPWRC
It s tands  to re ason that  a Blue  j a y  or a barn 

owl will  grow up more natura l ly  wi th a member 
o f  its own spec ies  than it would  wi th  a human 
or.member  of  a species  d i f f eren t  from its own. 
W henever  poss ib l e ,  b i rds  are p laced  wi th thei r  
own kind.  These  o lder  or fos ter  anima ls  do not 
a lways  feed o r t a k e  an 
ac t ive  par t . in the care o f  the 
young  new comer ,  but  by 
de fau l t ,  they do take  on an 
ac t ive  or pas s ive  p o s i t io n  
as a role model .

.Young Blue j ay s  p laced 
wi th o lder  b i rds  are able to 
observe  normal  Blue jay  
behavio rs .  Whi le  some 
behav io r s  are in s t in c t i ve ,  
o thers  are p icked  up in o ther  
ways ,  j u s t  as human infan ts  
learn by example.  Some '

■ animals ,  par t icula r ly  bi rds,  
go abov e and beyond  the ca ll  o f  duty  and 
ac tu a l ly  take a y o u n g s t e r  unde r  its wing to~ 
r a i s e  as its own.

For years ,  the Wildl i fe  Center7was horne to 
two p e r m a n e n t ly  groun ded .Common  barn owls 
whQ apt ly  -lived up to the i r .nam es,  “ Me-an” and 
“N a s t y , ” but  to g e t h e r  they ra is ed  dozens  o f  
baby barn  owls  tha t  were  adm i t te d  each year.  
These  two owls  not  on ly  p ro t ec t ed ,  but fed the

many owlets  over the i r  l ife t imes.  Of  course ,  we 
must  a lways  cons ide r  the w e l l -b e in g  o f  these  
fos t er  par en t s ,  and we are ca reful  to avoid  
overwh elming  them with too many charges.

Our educat ional  Great  horned owl,  Bubo 2, 
does  not  a c t i v e ly  feed or “r e a r ” the chicks  p l aced 

in her .enc losu re ,  but  she 
does  p ro v ide  an “ o w l” f igure  
for. the young  ch icks  to 

- emulate .  She has he lped ra ise  
seve ra l  y o u n g s t e r s  th is  year  
tha t  were la ter  r e l e a s ed  when 
they could  hunt  and make it 
on thei r  own in the wi ld.

“ M a d d i e , ” our 
educat ional  Aniierican 
kes t re l ,  doub les  as a fos te r  
p a r en t  when spr ing and baby 
kes t re ls  ar rive.  Not  only is 
she f ie rce ly  p ro tec t iv e  of  
“ h e r ” babies' ,  but  she

ca re fu l l y  feeds  each o f  her charges  in turn.  She is 
a c tu a l ly  a be t t e r  s u rroga te  par en t  than she is an 
educa t iona l  bi rd ;  fe is ty  and wi th  an a t t i tude  of  
def iance ,  Maddie  wi thou t  a doubt  l ives  for baby 
season!

Note:  non-re leasab l 'e  b irds  l ike Bubo 2 and  
M a d d ie  that  are l eg a l l y  r e ta in e d  f o r  “educa t ion  ” 
may doub le  as su r r o g a te  p a ren t s ,  but  they may  
not  be u sed  f o r  both p u r p o s e s  at  the same  time.

Buba.2 is a ro le mode l  f o r  G rea t  ho rned owl  ch i cks .

M o c k i n q b i r d c h r o n i c 1 e s, 
Received am;
Texas Tech University 
Library
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