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Letter from the Dtrector :

Enchonfed moments define summer months

Every year at mrdsummer,
we look back and wonder just
‘when the trickle of animal
: admissions became a flood.'

May 31,2001 sprang to mind
with our second-highest
admission day in history,
with 55 admissions following
‘the terrible rain, wind and
hail storm of the previous
evening. After that, the days
became a blur, running one 3 =

into the other with “this owl Caral Mitchell
and that turtle,” and the seemingly endless streain
of doves, jays, robins, mockingbirds and others:

I ask myself how I accomplished anything of
substance the last 12 summers, when I raised all the
nestling and fledgling songbirds and seriously ill
and injured adult birds in my home. Most years, this
figure teetered around 600. This year, thanks to the-
completion of our new building, a// of the birds are
cared forat the Center, and T have time to reflect on
the hectic years when hundreds of birds and’small
,ammals passed through my doors: : :

“Irecalled the many nights of insormnia When I
was concerned that I was not doing the best I could
for.a particular animal, or worried about a heart-
wrenching case, or about the inevitability of
euthanasia for some I simply could do nothing more
- for. I remembered the tiny jay, robin, mockingbird

and kingbird that didn’t complain about being
‘together in the same “nest.” Icouldn’thelpbut
“ponder what & great world it would be ifpeople were
so congenial.
I also remember lingering over one particular - -
little Blue jay last summer, and how I told him I was

sorry his wing had been hopelessly damaged. I felt a,

little silly talking to him, but we all do it at the -
Center — the job almost begs for it. For this

_achlevements'

partrcular unfortunate. fledge it was the luek of the
drayv. he would never fly, thanks to a cat; he never
had the opportunity to fly even once, and he would

‘certainly never be free. In the end, he did not

survive,though during his short life I marveled at
the way he used his broken,,mis'sh‘aben wing as a
leaning cane, and even propped his head on it :
standing up to take a nap. Lreassure myselfthat
others will be more fortunate.

This was but one of those thousands ofmo'ments
etched indelibly in my mind.

Inolonger ask myself, “Why do I do this?”
when there is heartache and stress. Now, I wonder
why I didn’t start this job sooner. '

" Recently I returned from a brief trip and qu1ck1y
felt overwhelmed as I reviewed my “To Do” list. L
dashed to the Center the following day to pick up
some receipts, and there in-a playpen propped with
blankets was our ninth fawn — a male Mule deer,
only two weeks old, struggling to live after being

-fed a diet of cow’s milk and pineapple for 13 days by

one of these ‘well-meaning’ people. Now suffering

from infection, mouth sores and severe diarrhea, it

was llterally at death’s door when admitted.
Volunteers and veterinarian Larry Farley

“administered IV fluids, cleaned the little deer at
both ends continuously, and kept vigil as it -

struggled to even raise its head. On the third day,
we saw a tiny glimmer of real hope as he tried-to
raise his head.

This, countless episodes like 1t exhllaratrng
releases, and all those other onchanted moments are
what wildlife rehabilitation is about. These moments
are the fuel that keeps us'going, with our'dedication
and commitment stronger than ever. (See.pages 6-7

for an inside look at this summer’s treasured

memories.) I could not-be more proud of our

The .Mockingbird Chronicles is a quarterly publication of the South Plains Wildlife Rehabilitation Center (SPWRC). SPWRC
is an all-volunteer, 501(c)3 non-profit organization that cares for orphaned, injured, il and displaced wild animals with the
ultimate goal of returning wildlife .to their natural habitats. SPWRC holds state and federal permits but does not receive
funding from any regulatory agency. SPWRC operations ‘are maintained entirely through the support of private_donations
and volunteer service, as SPWRC staff are not paid. Donations to SPWRC are tax deductible to the extent the law allows.

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR Carol Mitchell MANAGER: Debbie Tennyson:

BOARD- OF DIRECTORS' : : 2 al RS

. Mark Wallace, Secretary
Robin Parks

Gyna Cole, President « Jill Haukos, Vice President - Pat Harrié, Treas.urer 5 Dr

Christie Billing « Dr. Lou Densmore * Dr. Lo'rry Farley « Willie Haragan + Dr. Mike Hooper * Karen McDonald -

D : : ADVISORS:

"Rob Lee « Norman Qrr » Leanna Smith-» Ed Price : ! -

South ‘Plains Wildlife Rehabilitation C.énter » 3308 95" St. = Lubbock, TX 79423.- 806-799-2142 - www.spwrc.org

Newsletter design by Equation Communications



http://www.spwrc.org

7,'T|1e Moci(i,ngbira Chronicles

One of
two
American
‘avocets
released
on July 21
makes its
way to a’
playa lake
where
other
avocets
are
gathered

South Plalns wildlife make Iocal headlmes

The summer of 2001 has been
memorable to say the least, with
“wildlife playing starring roles in a
number of stories covered by

South Plains media outlefs:

- Storm Wreaks Havoc

On May-30, severe rain, h)igh
winds and hail storms ruined ~
crops, flowerbeds and gardens,

and stripped many trees of leaves. '

Animals, especially young ones,
were hit hardest. Relentless hail
pelted adults as well. Wildlife
Center Manager Debbie Tennyson
recounted that this storm seemed

~like a scgne out of “Titanic” as

volunteers moved the Center’s
outdoor animals to safety.
A total of 55 animals.arrived at

_the Center the next.day, a number |,

surpassed only by a day in late
May of 2000 when 58 animals weré€
admitted following a'severe hail
storm.
“Burrowing Owls Saved From
D_evelopmentActtvtty
Immediatély following the.
storm, SPWRC admitted eight
" juvenile Burrowing owls displaced
by development activity south of
Lubbock. The construction

S e Sl =
These bobcat kittens were transferred-to SPWRC
after bgaing displayed at a local pet store. -~

company has been
working around the
active burrows, which
number 18-24.
However; affected
birds will need to be
relocated or admitted
to SPWRC. The owls' .
will eventually.lose
their homes when
nesting season ends
and further
construction begins,
but Rob Lee, special

" agent with.the U.S. Fish and

Wildlife Service, hopes other
suitable habitat in the county can
be preserved. The owls at the
Center will be released when they
are capable of their independence.
A local Eagle Scout, Nick Hall, is
working on a project to create

_artificial burrows for the Center’s

¢

admissions. ~

SPWRC Takes in Bobcats on

Display at Local Pet Store
A trio of bobcat kittens

became the talk of the town in late

~June when they were transferred
to SPWRC froma lolcal pet store .

where they were on
display. The store
owner and Wildlife
Center Manager
Debbie Tennyson :
agreed that bobcats do
not make good pets, "

agreement in the best
interests of the cats.
_The trio, named
“Heckyll Jeckyll, and
Hyde,” will stay at the
Center until they are
about five months old

and the two came to an -

® o i =T L T
Development activity displaced these Burrowing owls.

and ready for release. The cats
will be released at a private ranch
near Post, Texas, where they will
once again enjoy their freedom
and life in the wild. Many visitors
at SPWRC’s Juné 23 open house

‘admitted attending the event out

of curiosity to see the cats.
American Avocet Release Makes -
Front Page News |

‘On July 22, the front page of :
the Lubbock Avalanche Journal
featured a photo of two juvenile
American avocets released at a
South Lubbock playa lake where .
other avocets were gathered.

A couple from Brownfield
brought the birds to SPWRC when

the playa lake the birds had Y

inhabited dried up. Still unable to
fly, the birds were llterally

stranded.

This release was another
enchanted moment in SPWRC
history, and a fitting end to the
summer’s media coverage. The
successful rehabilitation and
release of wildlife is our ultimate
goal, and we-are grateful to be part

‘of a community that values

wildlife and our seryices!

\
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News and notes——

; S{tate‘wardens attend regional meeting

Carol M|tchell and Debble Tennyson accept a $1 500
grant from Xcel Energy Foundation. ;

SummerBBQ raises 82,730 for SPWRC

‘County Line restaurant on August 3. More than 100~
people attended the event, which was sponsored by
the Lubbock Apartment Association. Folks enjoyed
delicious food, and musie’by Bo Garza. Thanks to

hosts Tracy Barden, Dalla Guerrerri and Kym Ruiz of .-

the County Line for making this event a success!

SPWRC receives education program grant
Xcel Energy Foundation awarded SPWRC a'$§1,500 -
grant to'present environmental education programs .

to 10 Lubbock schools in 2001-2002. These programs’ .

will emphasize the 1mporta,nce of wildlife as a natural
resource, and will give students the opportunity to

y1ew_SPWRC s educational animals.

CHamber helps celebrate completion of
SPWRC’s new building :

. Lubbock Chamber of Commerce ambassadors joined

" SPWRC Board members and voluntéers for an official
“ribbon cutting” ceremony on July 20 to celebrate the
completion of the-Cénter’s new building. Xcel Energy
Foundation also'presénted the Center’s educational
'program.grantat the event. . - :

Open House attracts record crowd

. More than 1,500 people visited the Wildlife Center S
Open House on June 23, arecord number of visitors at
this annual event. In addition to vacationers from
Florida, New Jersey and Oklahoma, 21 South Plains

communities were represented and donations for the -

day totaled over $1,500! A variety of species could be
observéd, including many songbirds, deer fawns,
three bobcat kittens, eight juvenile Burrowing owls,
‘American kestre] chicks and a hawk chick that was
recently identified as'a Swainson’s hawk.

.

~can feed the ducks on the adjacent playa lake.

Wilkdlife'Center ManagerDebbie Tennyson presented

-\a session on capture, care and restraint-of wildlife,

for state game wardens on July 25. The wardens were
visiting the Lubbock office of Texas Parks and

- Wildlife fora regional conference

- Librarians raise funds for Center |

The staffat Godeke Library presented the- Wildlife

" Center with a check for $217 on July 11. Librarians' -

have raised several thousand dollars over the years
by selling bags of graln for'25 cents so the public

Jim Eppler to paint wildlife murals
Lubbock artist Jim Eppler will create a panel ofwildlife
murals for SPWRC’s front fence. This project will be

xsponsored by longtime Wildlife Center supporters

‘ : ' dT Tayl
Old friends and new attended a BBQ fundraiser at the - Mazcyan erry gy,

Exxon Mobil Corp. supports TTU intern -

For every 20 hours that Wildlife Center intern Melissa
Baird works, the Wildlife Center will recieve $500.00
through a proegram with Exxon Mobil Corporation.

‘Melissais a Texas Tech student studrng under Dr. Lew

Densmore. ¢

SP WRC Board_po‘si.t'i\ons announced

_The Wildlife Center welcomes Mrs. Willie Haragan as

the newest member of our Board of Directors. Officers
for the next year include Gyna Cole, pre31dent Jill

'Haukos, vice president; PatHarr1s treasurer; and Dr.

Mark Wallace, secretary. Other Board members include
Christie Billing; Dr. Lou Densmore, Dr. Larry Farley, -

Dr. Mike Hooper, Karen McDonald and Robin Parks. . -
Advisors include Rob Lee, Norman Otr, Ed Price and - :

Leanna Smith. We would also-like to welcome Dr. Tim
Polk to the veterinary staff.at Animal Medical Center.
AMC vets Dr. Roger Freund, Dr. Larry Farley and Dr.

Lane Preston have volunteered their services for many

years, and we look forward to working with Dr, Polk.
: : »

S

Haunted Farm oplens Oct. 26

Mark your'calendar and plan on bringing a date to
SPWRC’s second annual “Haunted Farm!” The event

will take place Friday and Saturday, Oct. 26 - 27 as.

well as Halloween night, Wednesday, Oct. 31. The
cost will be $5. Admission is free for children age 8
and younger; SPWRC will-offer a separate area where
young children can meet the educational animals and
enjoy age-appropriate entertainment. Volunteers and

‘sponsors are still needed for this fundraiserin

addition to supplies, including heavy duty dining

canopies. If you’d like to help, please contact Debbie -
Tennyson at 806-799-2142.
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Fawns spotted on W|Id||fe Center grounds

Voluntéers and supporters
cannot help but fancy the fawns
admitted to the Wildlife Center

: each summer.

" careful

‘reasons.

We cared for our flrst fawn on
June 8 after its tail was caught in
a combine, and as of August 3, a -

" total'of 10 fawns had been

admitted to the Center for various

These beautiful
and captivating
creatures require a
special diet and

rehabilitation for
successful release ' ;
back to the wild. - 7
Well-meaning folks,

who find orphaned or 1nJured
fawns sometimes attempt to
“help” the animals by feeding
them cow’s milk or other
inappropriate foods. Never feed a
wild creature without consulting

Cateh of the day

A Great blue heron catches
an evening snack at-one of

White-tailed: deer faw

; H111 family and the Center’s many

" will'return the wild this fall when

Lubbock’s playa lakes. > o

a wildlife rehabilitator
first; the effects of an
improper diet can be
irreversible. :
We'd like to extend
a special thank you to
Sue Hill and her family
for traveling to the
Wildlife Center from
Morton,
Texas
several

to deliver fresh
frozen goat’s milk
for our fawns. The
generosity
expressed by the

supporters makes it possible for
us to give these creatures.a
second chance at life. The-fawns

ule deer fawn.

they are ready for release.

_Aviary building replacement
project scheduled for fall 2001 _

The Wildlife Center is exc¢ited to replace our dilapidated

‘aviary building with a larger, more - versatile facility this fall.
Eubbock architect Don Davis has drawn up the plans, and we
expect construction to begin around October, . when the old
building is no longer in use by summer rehabllltatlon animals.

A halfway house ofsorts, the aviary building is the next step
ofirehabilitation for birds and some mammals after they leave their
‘artificial cup-nests, incubators and cages in our main work area.

" Here they spend several days or even weeks away from people
and the watchful eye of volunteers They can fly, climb, seek
shelter, eat independently and experience night and day, !
inclement weather, and evén lawnmowers. This temporatry habitat
is enhanced with-natural branches and perches, pools and hldlng
places. Hatches can be opened or ¢losed, allowing those that are

. ready for release access to the-outdoors during’ dayllght hours.

. Thenewaviary will be larger to house more songbirds and -
mammals and better condition them for release. The 1,350 square.

. foot facility will also be more versatile and casier to clean, with

 washable concrete floors and 11 mtercoﬂnected rooms that w111
accommodate almost any spec1es we might admit. :

!

- Proceeds.from this year’s fundraising events in addltlon to

summer donations not needed for operatlonal expenses will be
used to begin construction. We will continue to accept funds and
volunteer services to complete the project, however. If you “d like
to help out, please contact Carol Mitchell at 806- 745 8120.




‘Enchanted Moments:

Snapshots of the wild lives that continue
to inspire SPWRC’s service and success

The spring and summer months are the busiest time of year at the Wildlife

" Center, and it appears we will break our annual record for the total number of

admissions once again. At press time, the Center admitted just over 1,300

animals in 2001 -and released roughly two out of every three animals cared for
During the summer, many species

of animals are constantly being

‘admitted and released, from

- songbirds to many species of

“mammals. Ten deer fawns

have come from Lamesa,

Andrews, Clarendon, :

Abilene and elsewhere.

Scores of songblrds arrive

weekly, and as others

‘become self-feeding, they

arereleased. Many Blue

jays, doves, kingbirds,

robins, mockingbirds and . /

others are released weekly.. : ~ oo

A number of barn owls have

~_been given a second - -

chance at'freedom as well. : :

Back-up feeding for birds ' S e 4 2

iis provided well into. : = ‘ : s

September, until the

various\species are T :

proficient at finding therr ' -

natural food sources. g
Despite the May 30

hailstorm wiping out many

~area Mississippi kites, 18 .

youngsters were at the

Wildlife Center by mid-July.

All are healthy and will be

released in August. -
Numerous mammals have also

been released into appropriate

habitats, including ground squirrels, -

* jackrabbits and cottontails, skunks,

raccoons and opossums.

3 .. With each passing year, it is clear the ,

Wildlife Center is achieving our goals and staying true to our two-fold mlssmn

to provide humane care and rehabilitation to orphaned, il1, injured and :

displaced wildlife with the ultimate goalofreleasing these animals back into the

wild; and to provide environmental education using.a rational approach to -

apprec1at10n and conservation of natural resources for future generations. Wild

animals often come through our doors as a result of conflicts with humans;and

it is our duty to give them a second chance at life. You never know when you’ll

experience an enchanted moment of your own as you observe the songbirds in

-your.yard, a-hawk circling overhead, or alizard enjoyingthe'sun. And.it’s

possible that the wildlife you observe spent some-time.at SPWRC!

_organization. That

~wildlife care.

" no funds from either

fund our services.

the work that we do,

* natural resource.

SPWRC

. depends on
community

for support
~ When we meet
folks for the first .
time, they offenisay | - ]
“Inever knew the

_ Wildlife Center was %o
[ here.” Buteven. = A

people who know

_about SPWRC do not

know the Center is
an all-volunteer, . SPW
501(c)3 non-profit durin

means all donations
are tax-deductible to
the extent the law
allows, and because
1o one receives a
salary, contributions -
directly support

_ The Center holds
both state.and federal
wildlife rehabilitation
permits, but receives

regulatory agency. In
short, we depend on
the generous support
of the community to Thic
keep our doors open.  admi
Donations, grants,
fundraising events,
Center memberships
and environmental
education programs

"We are proud of -

and with every -
enchanted moment =
that passes, we feel
lucky to have the
privilege of working
with South Plams ~_ Youn

wildlife, a treasured sumn
a mo

Tlfve/ye/ Vo
owr. d/e/d/uqa/
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"SPWRC has cared for and feleased 11 Black-crowned mg
durlng the summerlmonths

This Amerlcan alligator was among the list of-exciting but “unusual”’
admissions in 20Q1.

Young opossums are’comnﬁonly,admitt.évd in spring'énd

summer, but it isin’t every day that the Center cares for
a mother opossum with babies!

.

This trlo of: bobcat kittens was the star attractlon at the
Wildlife Center's summer open house

3

omenty are the fwe/b that k/@exp y wy goinwg, W uth/
C/a/tumfv awd commitment ytrcrwg/e/r thawever.

>
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Volunteer Spotlight: Angie & Brent Wllkms

“Dynamlc duo” share passmn for WIIdllfe

Brent and Angie Wilkins,
volunteers since 1999, are as -
terrific individually as’they are as
ateam. They battle the heat, rain,
wind and hail to care for South
. Plains wildlife, and they do this

- along with their full -time jobs.

Brent is the lawn and garden
manager at Sears, and Angie is
the manager ofBuster Brown’s
shoe store. Even with busy
careers and personal lives, this
dynamic duo volunteer many
hours each week.

Brent grew up in Lubbock and
Plains, Texas and graduated from
Frenship High School before
attending South Plains College in
Levelland. At the Center, he has
‘enjoyed making new friends and -
learning to treat and care for

“injured animals. He has also - _
developed a passion for raptors.

: The first time he held our
Golden eagle, Sierra, he felt a
flood of emotion from being close
to an animal so beautiful.and

Species profile: Burrowing

powerful. Brent enjoys working
with Sierra’and the Center’s other
educational animals, whether
feeding, training or even cleaning

up-after them. C.C., a young Bald

eagle’and our newest wildlife

ambassador, is under Brent’s care
-and is his favorite.

Wife Angie, on the other
hand, enjoys the’deer fawns the
most. One fawn in particular won
her heart last year: “Mickey” the

-Mule deer. She says, “loading him

owl (Athene c'itnicularia)

into the trailerfor release was
heart wrenchmg and joyful at the :
same time.’

Angie attended school in the
Dallas area where she grew up.

She moved to Lubbock to further -
her education at Texas Tech
University. Her first love is
education, and she is now .
actively involved in the Center’s
environmental education outreach
programs. She believes native
wildlife and its role in the
‘environment\ish critical issue and
she enjoys educating others
about it!

Brent and Angie share many
memories of certain animals and
rescues they have embarked on
to_g~ether. Someday, they hope to -
establish their own wildlife
rehabilitation facility in New
‘Mexico or Colorado. In the
meantime, SPWRC and its furry
and feathered are the richer for -
having them in our lives!

--Debbie Tennyson

Habitat Ioss threatens a West Texas favorlte"

Burrowing
owls reside
and bréed .
across
grassland
regions of the -
U.S. and
Canada. The = |
Latin word |
cunicularius
means “mine”
or “miner,-an
appropriate A
description for a bird who makes
its home underground. .

Adults have a round head and
no ear tufts. Their expressive
faces have yellow eyes and white’
eyebrows. Long legs characterize

L Juv. _mre Burrowmg owl.

.. the owl’s slender, robin-sized

body, which reaches a height of
8.5to 11 inthes in adulthood. In
flight, these owls appear larger

than they really are, with a
wingspan of 20 to 24 inches,

In most raptor species, males
are the smaller of the two sexes;
however, male Burrowing owls are
larger and heavier than females.
Females are often darker in color.

These owls nest underground
in abandoned burrows dug by
mammals — or ifisofl conditions
allow— they will dig their own
burrows. Both sexes prepare the
burrow for nesting using feet,
beaks and wings to remove dirt.
Dry materials as well as livestock-
dung line the nest; the dung may °
be used to attract dung beetles .
that the owls eat, as well as help

~ to mask odors produced by the .
-owls, making detection more
difficult for predators.

" Beeétles and grasshoppers

- make up a significant portion of

their diet; small mammals,
including mice, rats and ground"
squirrels, are also-important
foods. Other prey includes
reptiles and amphibians,
scorpions, young cottontails,
bats and small birds.
Burrowing owls are listed as
endangered, threatened, or a
“species of special concern”
many states and Canadian
provinces, primarily due to

in

" habitat loss. Development is a

growing problem for this species
in West Texas. Earlier this
summer, the Wildlife Center’

- admitted eight juvenile Burrowing
owls removed from a developing
area south of Lubbock. The owls
(including the one pictured here)
.are being raised at the Wildlife
Center and will be released later
this summer. :
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Educatlon programs reach dlverse audiences .

Env1ronmenta1
education is part of the
~ Wildlife Center’s two-fold
mission, and the Center
has presented more-than
25 programs to various
organizations this year.
Most recently, -
SPWRC hosted programs
for the City of Ralls
Children’s Camp, -
Critterfest at the Science:
Spectrum, Crosby County
4-H Council, Godeke
Library, Stroke Patients

Civic Club and the Scope

of Science Careers for
Girls program at Texas
Tech University.
Executive Director
Carol Mitchell also-

=1 Volunteers hosted an outreach

for about 90 children and

_adults as-part of a’

“Kaleidoscope” program
held at two Lubbock

program at Movies 16 for the
opening of "Jurassic Park Il1I."

the program, students
filled a “nest” with

supplies the Wildlife

Center always needs.

with brown paper and
filled with tissues, baby
food, bird seed, pecans,
detergent, baby blankets

5 and other useful items.

Movie goers have

: even had the ¢chance to :

experience wildlife up

~close and'personal this
.summer. Volunteers were

on hand for the opening
of “Jurassic-Park ITI” at
Movies 16 to promote

- the importance of South

Plains wildlife.
As the year

progresses, SPWRC will

continue its outreach
programs, using a
rational approach to
conservation of natural

conducted a presentation
atIles Elementary School

If you’ve been meaning to
‘renew your membership,
adopt your favorite WIldIIfe
‘ambassador, or simply s_end,;
adonation, please don’t
delay. Turn to page 11,
complete the form and send .
_your contnbutlon today.
Because SPWRC'is an all- ‘
‘volunteer organization, -

your gift will dlrectlysupport
W|ldI|fe care Thank you'

“schoollocations. For
several weeks prior to

resources for future
generations.

The nest was-a baby
wading pool covered

N NATURE by Rochelle as

. (Vireo atricapillus) -is an active 4

| underparts. The female’s more camouflage coloring is gray

‘will not only help save this endangered vireo’s habitats

The BLACK-CAPPED VIREO

°inch songbird with
white “spectacles” and yellow wing bars. The male has a
jet black head with green:gray coloring above'and WhltlSh

with greenish-yellow underparts. This vireo feeds mostly
oninsects found in dwarf oak woodland and thicket
habitats in rugged terrain. Nesting occurs in the summer
from central Oklahoma to west and central Texas. ,
Wintering grounds-are in Mexico. Brown-headed cowbirds
which trick other bird species into raising their young are
the main threat to the vireo’s populations. A donatlon of
your time or money to a nature conservatlon organlzatlon

but aid efforts to centrol the parasitic cowbirds:

Copyrlght 1999-2001 by endanger ed species artist

ll—iochelle Mason-www. imasonfznealts com (808) 985-7311..
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Dr. Camille DeBell
Linda Dunn
Dana & Otis Ellis
Marguerite Fallon
Lee & Lulayne Ferris
Linda & Dan Gillespie
Dalla Guerrieri

-Sandy & Billy Hall

Dr. Howard-and Denise Head
Jennifer & Patrick Irish

Cody & Vicki Kauffman

Marlene Leiby

Jean & Alex Lindt

Doris Love =
Judith & Edward Martin
Linda & Paul Marshall
Deborah Masopod
Jacqueline & James McGrath
Tom Neal, DVM

Beverly Odell

Glenda Perry - -

Joe Pixler

Deanna Poarch

Lora Price

Deborah Rollins

M.E. & C.F, Rosetta

Sandy Shannon

Chris & William Shaver

Mr. &-Mrs. Truman Shelton
Elizabeth Sheppard &
Charles Addington

Richard Showkier

Dr. Paul & Jean Simmons-

“Dr. Cuthbert & Diane Simpkins

South Plains Association of
Governments
Jim Stanton & Denise Newsome

-Roy Stapp

Jerry Tomlinson
Megan Van Meter
Myrtle & Bob Veach:
Cleopatra Verven /
Dr. Khahn & Dawn Vu
Carol & Kyle Wargo

‘Helen & Paul Wenthold

Supplies and Services
Animal Medical Center

Lillian"Argazhi
Mike Barbian
Kathy and Paul Beach

Supplies and Services, cont’d-

Kris Berthold

Christie & John Billing
Kathy Bitkenfeld

Dr. Clint Boal

David Butler

Bluebonnet Feed

Catand Bird Clinic of Lubbock
Deborah Cline

Dr. and Mrs. David Close
Rodney Dickenson

The Door

- . Shelly Ellison

Larry Farley

Rick and Jenny Flores
Girl Scout Troop # 55
Tina Graves
Margaret Hamilton
Photography

Guy Hart

Jim and Pat Harris
Bob & Cindy Heald
Everett Herman

Sue Hill & Family

~-Tanya Ho,

Pat Hollingworth

.Dr. W.A. Horn

Ruth Hutchirigs
Anet Joachim
Kayla Kipley

KAMC-TV

KCBD-TV

+ KLBK-TV
" Rob Lee

Lubbock Avalanche-Journal
Duane Lucia-

Karen Martin

Carol Mitchell

Bryan Mudd

, Mary Neal

Gene and Deb Ortiz
Melinda Parker
Michael Parks
Robin Parks
Robert Perkins -

"'D. Alan Peters

Pets Plus

Kathy Phillips

Bill Pierson

- Terri Preston .
Virginia & Casey Rauth
Marla Riddlespurger
~Joe Bill Rogers

Jason Roland

SAS Supply Company
Betty Scruggs

Brittany & Bailey Smith

'Leanna.Smith

Jim Stanton & Denise Newsome
SPWRC Volunteers
Jane Stuart

Supplies and Services, cont’d

Kathy Suchy & Jancy Jester :
Debbie, Rick and Josh " =
Tennyson

Bill Van Pelt

Myrtle & Bob Veach
Mark & Janet Wallace
Kimberly Weatherford '
Melissa Wilborn

Angie and Brent Wilkins
Laura and Todd Winans

&m

Mary Asbell & Allan MacKen21e
adopted Fifi.

"Kathryn Northcutt adopted

Maddie for Adrienne Pyeatt.

" .Dr. & Mrs. Johansson

Cordero a’dolpted Fritz for
Jeffrey Cordero.

Max and Alzada'Malone
adopted Bobby. ,

Gifts to Honor

Marjorie & Lee Manning
sent a gift in honor of le
Rylander.

Marsha & Roger Polen gave
a gift for Jessica Birchum. - °

Memorials :

Gerene Rowe gave a gift in
memory of “Mikie,” beloved
Chihuahua of Jean & Ellis Ivey.

Carol Mitchell’s first inspiration
into the world of birds, Clara
Luckenbach of Allentown, Penn.,
died in May 2001 at the age
of 91. An avid birder for over
75 years, Clara had been on,
more than 45 consecutive annual
Christmas Bird Counts.

A Note from the Director

During the spring and

summer, months, the

Wildlife Center is a

whirlwind of activity with

phone calls, admissions, i

‘and emergencies,15 hours a

day. If we have-overlooked

your gift inadvertently, :
kindly accept our apologies .
and please call or e-mail

the Center at 799-2142 or
spwrc@hub ofthe.net, and

your name will be included

in our next newsletter. = - =
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- Need a meanmgfulgtftfor afrlend or loved one?

Consider “adopting” a SPWRC wildlife ambassador or giving

a gift to honor or remember friends, colleagues, or family
members. Gifts of $20 or more include a one-year i
subscr1pt1on to The Mockingbird Chronicles. All recipients *
will be notified with a personalized announcement from Carol
Mitchell, SPWRC executive director. Your gift will help give

Sierra ~wildlife a second chance at life! All donations are tax - Percy
Golden Eagl American White Peli
gl deductible to the extent the law allows T

Empress. - - Fritz . - Bubo 2 Bobb}' S Harrts Mardigan

Peregrine Falcon Gray Fox - ‘Great Horned Owl = Bobcat Harris’s Hawk Red-tailed Hawk

$40 sS40

Jasper v Festus Fifi : . Bandif ' Maddie s Louie

Common Barn Owl Turkey Vulture Striped Skunk @ Raccoon ~ .  American Kestrel  EasternScreech Owl
§300 0 $30 SAl $30- 5200 -0 . 820
e el e e e ol v o e s e st e s gt s e eyl el per e T oo s T
| Your Bime : ‘ " |l'd like to support SPWRC with a |
| PRE membership donation at this level: |
| Orgamzatlon or group — O Benefactor $500 | |
o Addressy e o 2 City: ail QO Patron * %100 | |
7 : State: Zip:‘- : Phone: ‘ U Supporting Member $50 }
e ‘ O Organization or Group  $30 l
; A I'd like to support SPWRC by adoptmg awildlife ambassador(s): O Family Membership $25 |
T < Total: . " sl Membership  §20 | |
JeE] of this contribution is a gift oo O Membership ~ 9 Studentor Senior Citizen $1/5‘ |
I Q cift i in honor/memoryof:__. : = = Please acknowledge. to: |
: Name:o 1= PAddresssi - v : I
| Q § _of this contribution is a glft for: U Membership a 'Adopti;pn of: s
| W Giftin honor/memory of A ol 2 _ Please acknowledge to: |
| Name: : ’ ~ Address: : ‘ - ‘ s
: I I of this contribution isa gift fore Q Membership O Adoption of - I
| O Giftin honor/memoryof: -~ - : ; Hos Please acknowledge to |
| Name:-. . Addressis e : |
I I
L

Mmlform to: Carol Mitchell, c/o SPWRC 3101 77”’ St o Lubbock TX 79423 '(make checks payable to SPWRC)
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'IS‘urro,gate prog‘ragm fills important niche at SPWRC

It stands to reason that a Blue jay or a barn many owlets over their life times. Of course, we -
owl will grow up more naturally with a member . must always consider the well- belng of these
of its own species than it would with a human foster parents, and we are careful to avoid
-~ or.member of aspecies different from its own. overwhelming them with too many charges.
Whenever possible, birds are placed with their = = = Our educational Great horned owl, Bubo 2,
own kind. These older or foster animals do not does not actively: feed” or ¢ ‘rear” the chicks placed
always feed ortake an = ; in her enclosure, but shé

does provide an “owl” figure -
for the young chicks to : ;
~emulate. She has helped raise.
several youngsters this year
that were later released when
they could hunt and make it
_on their own 1n the wild.
“Maddie,” our
‘educational ALﬁierlcan
- kestrel, doublés as a foster
parent when spring and baby
kestrels arrive. Not only is
. she f1ercely protective of °

‘active part.in the care of the
young newcomer, but by
default, they do take on an

- active or passive position

asaroleimodel. ¢

Young Blue jays placed

with older birds are able to

observe normal Blue jay

behaviors. While some

behaviors are instinctive,

. _others are pi}cked up in other -
ways, just as human infants
learn by example. Some

Buba 2 is a role model for Great horned owl chicks.

‘animals, partlcularly birds, “her” babies, but she
go above and beyond the call of duty and... carefully feeds each of her charges in turn. She is
actually take a youngster under its wing to- - actually a befter sultogate parent than she is an
raise as its own. ° ’ educational bird; feisty and with an attitude of

- Foryears, the Wildlife Center‘was home to defiance, Maddie w1thout a doubt lives for baby
two permanently grounded Common barn owls +  season!
whaq aptly lived up to theirnames, “Mean” and Noie: non-releasable bzrds like Bubo 2 and
“Nasty,” but together they raised dozens of : Maddie that are legally retained for “education”

_ baby barn owls that were admitted each year. may double as surrogate parents, but they may
These two owls not only protected but fed the not be used for both purposes at the same time.
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