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dependent on industries related to our declining natural resources. Because
it includes a gross receipts factor, Bullock's revised formula for the tax
would more equitably distribute the tax burden.

Carpenter said the League believes too many of the financing proposals
presented this session are completely inadequate in addressing the immediate
revenue crisis.

Carpenter stated, '"We must not allow elected officials to abdicate their
fiscal responsibilities. Texas will surely fail in its quest for excellence
and economic revival and growth if we do not assure adequate revenue to meet

the economic, educational, social, and environmental needs of this state."
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hazardous waste rules and which are not. Another section of the bill calls
for incorporating into the permitting process standards to evaluate the
compliance history of the applicant. Such a law is not punitive; it simply
makes for good business judgements. You wouldn't hire a contractor fo
build a house if he had a reputation for shoddy workmanship, no matter how
good a design he produced. Nor éhould the state "buy'" problems from com-

panies which violate laws.

Hazardous waste regulation is fragmented among many Texas agencies.
To promote better management and enforcement, this bill creates an inter-
agency coordinating council to coordinate enforcement strategies, establish
a clearinghouse for hazardous waste information, and consider incentives to

encourage waste reduction, among other things.

The few items we mentioned are of great importance, as are some of the
changes sought in other comprehensive bills. Without legislative remediés,
Texas connot progress to the point where the public feels confident enough
in the regulatory program to allow necessary, environmentally sound hazar-

dous waste management facilities to be sited.
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